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CommitteeSecretary
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HouseofRepresentatives
ParliamentHouse
CANBERRA ACT 2600

Peter Andren M.P.
Federal Member for Calare

To WhomIt MayConcern

Inquiry into theUptake ofDigital Television in Australia

Thankyou for theopportunityto submitcommentto the inquiry into the
uptakeofdigital televisionin Australia.

Please address
correspondence to:

P.O. Box 181
BATHURST NSW2795

(Suite 2, The Reliance Centre
203-209 Russell Street)

Tel: (02) 6332 6229
Fax: (02) 6332 6240

Toll Free 1300 301 762

Parliament House
CANBERRA ACT 2600

Tel: (02) 6277 2341
Fax: (02) 6277 8471

60 Main Street,
LITHGOW NSW 2790
Ph/Fax: (02) 6351 3838

email:
Peter.Andren.MP@aph.gov.au

Website:
www.peterandren.com

TheTelevisionBlackSpotprogramwasdevelopedin responseto concerns
aboutinadequatetelevisionreceptionin regionalandrural locations. However
with analoguetelevisiontransmissionsscheduledto endin 2008, it is clearthat
thoselocationswill thenbe facingthesameproblemoflittle orno (digital)
televisionreception.

Somesevencommunitiesin my rural electorateofCalarehavebenefitedfrom
theBlackSpotTV Program,whichhasfundedtheinstallationoffive analogue
retransmissiontelevisiontowers. Anothertwo communitiesareaccessing
analoguetelevisionundertheAlternativeTechnicalSolutionspartoftheBlack
Spotprogram.

Theseretransmissionfacilities arenow ownedby localcouncilsor community
groups,who canill affordthecostofconvertingtheanaloguereceiversinto
digital.

As notedin Part3.2 ofFreeTV Australia’ssubmissionto this inquiry,an
“essentialrequirementfor asuccessfultransitionto digital servicesis astable
androbustterrestrialtransmissionplatform”.

If weareto beseriousaboutconsumeruptakeofdigital televisionwemust
ensurethatall Australianshaveaccessto free-to-airdigital television
broadcasts.

This shouldnecessarilyincludethegovernmentfundingtheconversionof
BlackSpotanalogueretransmissionfacilitiesto digital.
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I alsosuggestgovernmentshouldfund theongoingmaintenanceofthese
facilities

This will notonly ensurethoseliving in ruralandregionalareascontinueto
haveaccessto free-to-airdigital televisionin thefuture,butwill protect
government’soriginal expenditure,aswell asthesubstantialinvestmentby
broadcastersconvertingto digital broadcast.

Pleasedo nothesitateto contactmefor anyfurther information.

You?/sincerelY

/

PETER ANDREN
FederalMember for Calare


