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DearMs Mitchell,

Re:Coffs HarbourHearing50/50custodytranscript.
th

Furtherto ourconversationon Monday17 , I amrequestingconsiderationregarding
questionsput forwardby Mr Cadman.I would like to clarify andrectify some
informationI gaveregardingApprehendedViolenceOrdersandapplying forthem
throughtheChamberMagistrate.
I did not intentionallygivemisleadingevidence,but felt stressedby theproceedings
anddid not givesufficiently clearinformation.

1. I referspecificallyto pageFCA 31 oftheHansardscriptofMonday27
October2003,at Coffs Harbour.

Regardingtheneedfor prooffor womenseekingAVG’s throughtheChamber
Magistrate,womendo notneedproofwhenmakingan application.When
makingan applicationtheChamberMagistratewill needinformationabout
theabuse.This includeswhathashappened,how often,for how longthis has
beenhappening,hashethreatenedchildrenorput thematrisk, damageto
propertyandsoon. However,whenthe matter appearsbeforethe
Magistrate theymust satisfyhim theyhavereasonablegrounds to fear for
their safety.The Magistrate will only grant anAVO on thesegrounds.
Thewomento getan AVG mustgo throughthecourtprocess,andthe
defendantis giventheopportunityto refutetheclaims.In thisway,eachcase
is individually addressed,asis necessarybecauseeachclient’s situationis
different.Womencanprovideevidenceofviolencethroughmedicalevidence,
photographsofinjuries, medicalhistoryor statementsfrom witnesses.

ForAVG’s appliedforby thePolice, it is in responseto claimsofassault,ora
responseby thePoliceto aDomesticIncident.In this way,Policeare
generallyinvolvedin the incidentsastheyoccurandareoftenexposedto the
resultsofDomesticassaultsor violentevents.
If it is shownthatawomanhasmadeavexatiouscomplaint,shecanbe
chargedandalsomadeto paycourtcosts.



2. OnPageFCA 32, my replyto Mrs Irwin, secondfrom thebottomofthepage.
As I saidin my openingstatement,wegivelegalinformation,not legal advice
asI havestatedhere.

I believeI haveaddressedall the issueswhich I feelwereinaccurate,afterexamining
thetranscript.If thereis anythingyou needmeto clarify further,pleasedo not
hesitateto call meon (02)65 631 479.

Yourssincerely

MariaReason
Coordinator.


