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Theemotionsurroundingthenuclearfuel industrymakesit temptingto remainwith the
currentmine andexportapproach.I do not think thatthis servesthebestinterestsof
Australiaor theworld.

It is nowpossiblewith thenewertechnologiessuchaspebblereactorsto makeasafe
nuclearreactorbecausetherateof the reactionis automaticallyselflimiting anddoes
not rely on externalcontrolsthatcould fail. Australiashouldbeinvolvedin promoting
this safertechnology.

Australiahasabalanceof paymentproblempartlybecausewe exportrawmaterials.
Australiais themostpolitically stable(andgeologicallystable)in theworld andis the
placethatoururaniumshouldbeprocessedandreturnedto afteruse.

The problemsfrom theenhancedgreenhouseeffectarebecomingevidentandit is most
probablethatnuclearenergywill beanimportantpartof themediumtermsolution.
Thisindicatesthattherewill beasignificantvalueon nuclearfuel andAustraliashould
getthebenefitratherthanoverseasprocessors.

The abovebenefitwarrantafull investigationandthe initiation of aneffectivenational
debateon theissues.
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