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TheSecretary

Houseof Reps.Inquiryinto developingAustralia’snon-fossilfuel energyindustry

ParliamentHouse

Canberra

By email

DearSir/Madam

Normally theEnvironmentCentreof theNorthernTerritory(ECNT)wouldprovideafull written submissionto a

ParliamentaryInquiry onthistopic — havinghad23 yearsof experiencein dealingwith all theproblemscreatedby

theuraniummining industryin theTopEnd.

However,dueto SenatorCampbell’srecentdecisionregardingGVEHOfundingwearenowin a situationwhere,at

leastuntil weareinformedotherwise,wemustassumethatourbudgetforthecurrentfinancialyearwill bein

deficit by $55,000. In light of thiswecannotallocatethetimeandresourcesto afull submissionto your inquiry.

Suffice it to saythat:

1. uraniummining isadirtyanddangerousindustrywith averypoorenvironmentalandsocialrecordacross

Australiaandaroundtheworld;

2. nuclearpowerisa dangerousandhighly expensiveform of energygeneration;

3. thereisno safelongtermmeansoftreatment,disposalorcontainmentoftheever-growingvolumeof highly

dangerousradioactivewastespreadaroundthe planet;

4. nuclearfuel is beingturnedinto nuclearweaponsin agrowingnumberof countriesaroundtheworld;

~. if anygovernmentistruly concernedaboutgreenhouseemissionsandglobalwarming,thebest,safest,most

cost-effectiveandjob-richapproachwouldbeto investin renewableenergyandenergyefficiency, notwaste

hundredsof billions of dollars(woridwide) onnuclearpowerandtheconsequentproductionof radioactive

wasteandnuclearweapons.

If theInquiryvisits Darwinwemayhavepersonnelavailableto appearbeforeit.

Yoursfaithfully

P4e~ ~o44soi.~

Coordinator

ECNT is a member of the ILJCN World Conservation Union
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