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AUSTARM MACHINERY Pty Ltd
P0 Box 1 URALLA, NSW.AUSTRALIA 2358

Ph. 61 267 784163 Fx. 61 267 783163 Email: austarm(~fj~austarm.com.au

8~, March.2004

TheSecretary,
Joint StandingCommitteeon Treaties,
ParliamentHouse,
Canberra.

Attention: Gillian Gould

DearMs. Gould,

Submissionto Joint StandingCommittee on Treaties
Prepared on behalf ofAustralian Machinery Exporters

AustarmMachineryPtyLtd is anAustraliancompanyspecialisingin theexportofAustralian
manufacturedfarmmachinery.AnnualturnoveraveragesaroundAud$2million perannum.The
principaldestinationfor exportsis African countries.We arecurrentlydoing businessin Israel,
Sudan,Kenya,Mozambique,BotswanaandSouthAfrica. Ourbiggestmarketsarein Sudanand
Botswana.

In 1996,AustarmMachinerywon atenderto supply$2 million worthof equipmentto theSRADP,
an IFAD projectin Sudan. This contractresultedin contacts,whichhaveprovidedongoing
business,in theneararea,worthover$1 million to date.Thebusinessopportunitycreatedby the
initial IFAD contractsecuredthefinancialsuccessofthecompany.

In 1997AustarmMachinery,in cooperationwith asupplier,supplieda freemultipurposetoolbarto
theWNASP,anotherIFAD projectin Sudan.Theexposurethis machinereceivedhasresultedin
ongoingbusinessworthapprox.$1.2million to date.

In 1998,AustarmMachinerywasableto enterthecommercialfarmersmarketin Botswanadueto
contactsmadethoughearlierbusinesswith IFAD in Botswana.This markethasresultedin business
in theareaofapprox.$2million to date.

Wearecurrentlymakingan effort to penetratetheAgriculturalmarketin Zambiaandbroadenour
exposurein Mozambique.

Undoubtedly,thebestexposureandmostsuccessfulmarketdevelopmentwehavehadhasbeenin
thecountrieswherewehavesuppliedto IFAD projectsandweareattemptingto do this again.Our
ongoingbusinesstendsto bewith commercialinterestsin theimmediateareaof exposure.I wishto
addthat thecommercialfarmersthatwe supplyareall successfulandviableafteradoptingpractises
initially introducedby IFAD projects.



My observation,on theground,is thatIFAD is avery successfulandeffectiveproviderof
technologyto peopletrappedin ruralpoverty,andtheprovisionofthis technologyis donein an
effectivemanner,which allows therecipientsto breakthecycleandbecomeeffective,viable
farmers.

TheexportbusinessthatAustarmMachineryPty Ltd givesto localmanufacturershasbeenavery
substantialbenefitto them.At leastonemanufacturerwouldhavegonebankruptduringtherecent
severedrought,whentherewereno local ordersavailable,if it werenot for theexportordersplaced
byAustarmMachinery.

I havelettersfrom threeofoursuppliers,expressingextremeregretatthedecisionforAustraliato
withdrawfrom IFAD, andconcernfor theeffectthis mayhaveon theirbusiness.These
manufacturersarein rural Australiaandthe importanceofviablemanufacturersfor employmentin
theseregionsis paramount.Any threatto their continuedviability is acrisisfor theserural
communities.I feelthat theability ofour companyto expandexportbusinesswill becurtailedif
Australiain no longeramemberif IFAD.

Lastweekin Sudan,I spokewith OmerEl Haj, thelocal IFAD supervisorandwe discussedalarge
tenderthatis soonto be called.RegretfullyAustarmMachinerywill notbe ableto participatein this
tenderif Australiain no longeramemberof IFAD.

It is idealisticfor Ausaidto purportthat commercialbenefitto Australiais not aconsiderationfor
aid spending.Providingjobs in regionalAustraliaduring timesof local seasonaldifficulty atarate
ofbetterthandollar for dollar spentin aidmakesperfecteconomicandcommonsense.

Yours faithfully,
RobertWard

Director
AustarmMachineryPty Ltd.

P1



SPRING RIDGE ENGINEERING Pry LTD
ARN: 69053 268 974

ACN:053 268974

Darby Road, Spring Ridge, NSW 2343

Ph: f02J 6747 3846 Fax: 102) 6747 3900
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c/- Rob Ward
AustarmMachinery
P0Box 1
URALLA NSW

DearRob

We arean engineeringcompanyprimarily manufacturingagriculturalequipment. As
suchtherecentdroughtandits continuingeffectshavehadaprofoundeffecton our
businessdueto a lackof ordersfrom Australianfarmers.This hadtheunfortunate
consequenceof forcingusto standdownthemajority ofour employees.

It wasonly thatorderswerereceivedfrom countrieson theAfrican continentthat enabled
usto re-instateourexistingemployeesandalso increaseemploymentto fill theseexport
orders. Without thisbusinessour companymaynothaveremainedoperatingthroughout
thedrought. Ourcontinuedexportmarketreducesour exposureto theseasonaland
economicvariationsin thelocal market. Ourbusinessfuturereliesheavily on this export
market.

Regards

ChrisHolland
Owner/Director



GROVEHILL PTY LTD
ACN 010117610

trading as A B N 23347 188 171

EE55NER INDUSTRIES
Incorpo a ed n Queens and

P 0 BOX 7422 PHONE (07) 4634 347720 MOLLOY STREET
TOOWOOMBA 4350 TOOWOOMBA MAIL CENTRE FAX (07) 4633 1973
OLD. AUSTRALIA 4352 OLD. manager@gessner.com.au

I 4~ October 2003

Dear Sir

It has recently been bought to our attention that you are considering
withdrawing funding aid to the International Fund for Agricultural
Development.

As a farm machinery manufacturer I must stress to you that the export market
we have built up over the years is very valuable to us. It creates employment
in rural Australia thus helping us to maintain staff levels when economic and
seasonal conditions over the last few years in Australia have been extremely
poor.

I request that you seriously reconsider your intentions as this decision could
have a major impact on rural manufacturing facilities in this country.

Yours sincerely

Lindsay Gessner
General Manager

SPECIALISING IN MANUFACTURING AGRICULTURAL AND INDUSTRIAL MACHINERY & EQUIPMENT

www.gessner.com.au
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HayesSprayingPtyLtd T/A
HAYES & BAGULEY

ABNS4011061260
OFFIcE: 1 TROY DRIVE

POSTAL ADDRESS: P0 Box 515
GoONDIwINDI QLD 4390

PHONE 0746713092
FAX 07 46713155

E-mail: havspray~d(bigpond.com

15 October 2003

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

We wish to express our concerns at the removal of Ausaid contributions to IFAD projects.

Hayes & Baguley is an agricultural machinery business, established in 1989, which
specialises in custom built boomsprays and row crop shielded sprayers for both
broadacre and cotton farming. We currently have a growing export trade with Botswana
and Sudan. IFAD projects have greatly increased the acceptance of our products into
their agricultural markets.

The export market has become a valuable part of our business. The sale of our products
to both Botswana and Sudan is important to our business by reducing our exposure to
seasonal and economical variations in our local market. This has in turn allowed us to
employ more full-time staff in rural Australia.

We hope you will re-consider your position and continue tr~ support IFAD.

Yours sincerely

/) t<—

David Wells
Sales Manager
Hayes & Baguley



IFAD STAKEHOLDER WORKSHOP
(SeminarRoom D, CoombsBuilding, Australian National
University, Wednesday,October

22
nd, 2003, 10am - 1pm)

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

AusAID

Alan March, AssistantDirector-General(Alan_March@ausaid.gov.au)
Chris Tinning,Director,Multilateral BanksSection(Chris_Tinning@ausaid.gov.au)
CarolChan,Multilateral BanksSection(Carol_Chan@ausaid.gov.au)
JonathonPickering,MultilateralBanksSection(Jonathon_Pickermg@ausaid.gov.au)

Australian National University

CohnBarlow, Deptof PoliticalandSocialChange,ResearchSchoolofPacific and

AsianStudies (cbarlow(a2austarrnetro.corn.au)(alsochairingworkshop)
Crawford Fund

Alan Brown, Canberra(alan.brown@csiro.au

)

Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research(ACIAR)

Kim Taylor,ExecutiveOfficer, InternationalProgram (taykw~aciar.gov.au)

Australian Council for OverseasAid (ACFOA)

Julie Smith, Canberra Office srnith~acfoa.asn.au)

United Nations Association

David Purnell,NationalAdministrator,Canberra(1arkspur@cvberone.corn~i)
IanMatthews,Editor, Unity (irnathews~ozemai1.com.au

)

Foundation for DevelopmentCo-operation,Brisbane

Beris Gwynne,CEO ~

JohnWightman(intipm@ipmmalenv.corn

)

NTA- East Indonesia Aid, Canberra

Ria Gondowarsito(riabarlowa austarrnetro.corn.au)

PaulHehir
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BusinessPeopleand Groups

Philips Young,Brisbane(ypiingsMahooniadaol.corn)

DtArcy Gibbs,Kiora ManagementCo., Pty. Ltd, Brisbane(krncpk~bi~nond.netau

)

Chris Hunt, GRM International,Canberra(Chrish~zrrn.corn.au

)

RobertWard,AustarmMachinery,Armidale,NSW(austam1~austarnicorn.au

)

Australian Institute ofAgricultural Scienceand Technology

Mike Bourke,Canberra(mike.bourke~anu.edu.au

)

Wednesday,October22nd,2003 (CohnBarlow)
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