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THE HON ALEXANDER DOWNER MP MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS

PARLIAMENT HOUSE
CANBERRA ACT 2600

Dr AndrewSouthcottMP
Chair,JointStandingCommitteeon Treaties 0 b~ AUG 2006
ParliamentHouse
CANBERRA ACT 2600

DearDr Southcott

TheAustralianGovernmentis consciousofthe impactof greenhousegasemissionson
climatechange,and is developinga rangeof measuresto address,in particular,carbon
dioxide (C02) emissionsfrom the extractionand useof fossil fuels. Support for the
advancementof carbon capture and storagetechnologyand the developmentof an
internationalregulatoryframeworkto ensurethis technologyis usedappropriatelyare
importantaspectsofthis work.

On 24 March 2006,the 1996 Protocol(theProtocol)to the London Conventionon the
Preventionof MarinePollution by Dumping of WastesandOtherMatters(the London
Convention)enteredinto force, therebyreplacingtheLondonConvention.TheProtocol
is more restrictive than the Convention.It prohibits all onshore-to-offshoredumping
unlessexplicitly permittedby Annex 1. This would includesub-seabedsequestrationof
CO2 producedonshore.However, in October 2005 a Consultative Meeting of the
LondonConventionagreedthat thesub-seabedsequestrationofCO2 shouldbeallowed
to proceed,andnotedanamendmentto theProtocolmight berequired.

On 28 April 2006, Australiaformally proposedtheattachedamendmentto Annex 1 of
theProtocolto allow sub-seabedsequestrationof CO2. Theproposalwasco-sponsored
by France,NorwayandtheUnitedKingdom. Partiesto the Conventionwill voteon the
amendmentat the next ConsultativeMeeting in early November. If agreedto by a
two-thirds majority, the amendmentshallenterinto force 100 daysafterits adoptionat
theNovembermeeting.

I amwriting to provide the Joint StandingCommitteeon Treatieswith early adviceof
theproposedamendment,and to keepthe Committeeinformedof theProtocolprocess
for theentry into forceofthe amendment.I will providea copy ofthefinal text for the
Committee’sinformationoncetheoutcomesoftheNovembermeetingareavailable.
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As key sponsorof theamendment,Australiashouldensurethetimely entry into forceof
theamendmentasstipulatedundertheProtocol.

I thankthe Chairandthe Committeefor theirconsideration.

Yours sincerely

~
AlexanderDowner

Cc:SenatortheHonIan Campbell,Ministerfor theEnvironmentandHeritage.


