
29 April 2003

Joint StandingCommitteeon Treaties
ParliamentHouse
Canberra ACT 2600

By email: jsct@aph.gov.au

DearMembers,

SINGAPORE AUSTRALIA FREED TRADE AGREEMENT

Setout belowaremy commentsin regardto theabovementionedagreement:

1. Theprocessis undemocratic
Thepublic hasnot hadtheopportunityto consultwith governmentprior to finalisationof
negotiations.

Neitherwill your reviewbecompletedfor publiccommentor parliamentaryscrutinybefore
legislationis to beput beforeparliament.

2. The “negativelist” modelplacesunduerestrictionsonfuturegovernmentsto makepolicydecisions
Anything thatimpactson futurelocal, stateandfederalgovernmentsmustbenot beincludedin this
Agreement.TheAgreementmustprovideclarity ofwordingandintenton all mattersto whichit
relates.

3. All essentialservicesandinvestmentmustremain the responsibilityofgovernments,andin total
mustbe excludedfrom theAgreement,asshouldanyrestrictionson the rights ofgovernmentto
supportlocalsuppliersforprovisionofgoodsandservices

4. Taxpayersshouldbeprotectedfrom transnationalcorporationssuinglocal, stateorourfederal
governmentif thosegovernmentsmakedecisionsin the nationalinterestthat arenot in the interests
ofthecorporation.

If tradeagreementsareto be enteredinto, theyshouldbemulti-lateraltradeagreements,opento scrutinyby
thepublic andonly with regardto thetradingof goods. Thecurrentpracticeof tradingawaythe ability of
ourgovernmentsto provideservicesto the communityshouldbe excluded.

Yoursfaithfully,
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LEONIE STUBBS


