
SUBMISSIONTO THE JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON TREATIES
ON THE FREETRADE AGREEMENTWITH SINGAPORE

Weaskthatno agreementbe signedwhich would in anywaylimit thepowerof
Parliamentor theGovernmentto legislateoracton behalfofthebestinterestsof the
Australianpeople.

We seeasmostimportantthesafeguardingofessentialservicessuchassafewater,
affordablepharmaceuticalsandhealthservices.Equitablepricing forpostaland
telephoneservicesis alsoimportant.

High qualityAustraliancontentin film, T.V.,dramaandmusicwill continueto play an
importantrolein keepingourAustralianidentityandculturealive. This will mean
continuedhigh subsidiesandweaskthat theseareassured.

As you canseefrom theseexamplesweareconcernedthat the“negativelist”approachto
servicesandinvestmentcouldhavea detrimentaleffect on Australiansandwe therefore
askthat theseberemovedfromthetreaty.

LEAVING OURCHOICESFORNEW ECONOMICMODELS OPEN

WesharetheconcernofmanyAustralianswith thecontinuingdeteriorationof our
environmentandthedifficulties manyhavein making endsmeet. Wewould therefore
askthatavenuesfor economicchangearenotclosed.We hopethat in thefuture
Australia’seconomywill beableto changefrom onewheregrowthis valuedto onethat
meetstheneedsof everyone.

Anotherproblemis what somedescribeasthecommodificationof labour. The
commodificationof labouris theoutcomeofcompensatingworkersaccordingto thelaws
ofsupplyanddemand.This reducesworkersto a commodityandmeanstheymustaccept
thepriceofthemarketirrespectiveoftheneedsofthemselvesandtheir family. As a
consequencemanyoutworkersin thegarmentindustryareearningaslittle as oneortwo
dollarsan hour.Diary farmersfaceasimilareconomicpredicament.A betterbalance
betweentheneedsofworkersandthemechanismsofthefreemarketmustbe sought.
Wewould rejectthenotionthathumanlabourhasa valuebasedonly on its economic
value. Work is alsoa serviceandthework environmentcanoftenprovideacooperative
andsupportiveenvironment.At best it is an exchangeofmanygifts andskills. Thefact
that moneyis themainmediumof exchangedoesnot meanwe shouldcloseoff other
possibilities.We would do well to encourageculturesandknowledgethat inform us
aboutchoiceswhich aremorecompatiblewith humannatureandtheresourcesofour
planet.



Permacultureethicsis a goodexample.Permaculturehasabasic“life” ethic in that it
recognisesthe intrinsic worthof everyliving thing.It pervadesall aspectsof
environmental,communityandeconomicsystems.Cooperationnotcompetitionis the
key. Permaculture’sthreefoldethicsare(1)Careoftheearth,(2) Careofpeopleand(3)
thecontributionofour surplustime, moneyandenergycarefor theearthandits people.
We askthereforethatpossibilitiesfor thesupportandcarryingout ofethicalprinciples
arenotoverlookedin therushfor growthandan everrisingG.D.P.

Wewould thereforeaskthat theFreeTradeAgreementwith Singaporewill not limit the
possibilitiesfor thetypesof changeswehavesuggested.We considerit particularly
importantthatthereareno restrictionson StateandLocal Governmentsto provideand
regulateserviceswhethertheybe in the formofmarkets,exchangesor otherinitiatives
whichcomeout of theinspirationof individualsorgroupswheretheyhavebeenplanned
andset up to be ofserviceandmutualbenefit.
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