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DearMs Bishop

Thankyou for yourletterof 5 March 2003 inviting commenton variousinternational
treatiesthat arebeingreviewedby theJointStandingCommitteeon Treaties.

I understandthat officials from the TasmanianDepartmentof Primary Industries,
Water and Environmenthave contributed to the preparationof the International
Convention on the Control of Harmful Anti-fouling Systems on Ships, through
intergovernmentalconsultativeprocesses.

The TasmanianGovernmentnotes that the harmful environmental effects of
organotin-basedcompounds,suchastributyltin (TBT) usedin anti-foulingpaints on
vesselhulls andinfrastructurehavebeenrecognisedfor sometime.

I am advisedthat stepshavebeentakenby the National RegistrationAuthority for
Agricultural andVeterinaryChemicalsto deregistertributyltin (TBT) anti-foulantfor
use on ships from early/mid 2003. TBT is already deregisteredfor use as an
anti-foulantonvesselslessthan25 metersin length.

Tasmaniabelieves that the impact on shipownersof adopting the Conventionis
unlikely to be significantasboth internationaland domesticshippingalreadyusea
variety of anti-fouling systems,including non-TBT systems.It should also be noted
that astherequirementis basedon an InternationalConvention,anyadditional costs
wouldbeincurredfor internationaltradingvesselswhetherornot Australiaadoptsthe
Convention.

At this stage, the TasmanianGovernmentdoesnot wish to make any further
commentson issues arising from the other proposedtreaties and their National
InterestAssessments.
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Thankyou for providingtheopportunityto comment.

Yours sincerely
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