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BY:
DearMrs Bishop,

Re. Inquiry into Crime in the Community

Thankyou for your requestof 27 June2002 for a submissionto the
aboveinquiry.

I would like to confinemy contributionto somecommentson the
importanceof this issueto peopleliving in my electorateat
present.

Without a doubt, crime is the singleissuecausingthe mostanxiety
to constituentsin the electorateof Cook. Phonepolling done
beforethe last federalelectionshowedthat it was the issuethat
respondentsratedasthe most important-~ far aboveeven
overdevelopment,whichhasbeena hugeconcernlocally.

A further illustration of how deeplyconcernaboutcrime is
pervadingthe c~ommunityherecomesfrom asurveythatI initiated.~—-.T-~
throughmy electorateoffice specificallyon that issue. The
responseI receivedfar exceededthe responseto any othersubject
I havecanvassedin sucha mannerwith my constituents- 1,559
peopletook the time to returntheir forms.

Of this number:-

• 95%thoughtthat our local areawaslesssafethanit was5
yearsago.

• 53% (over half) felt threatenedby gangsin our
neighbourhood.
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• 93% felt that the police were losing the waragainstcrime.

• 83%wereunsatisfiedwith the police presencelocally.

• 91% did notevenfeel safetravellingby train at night,
despitethe presenceof privatesecurityguardson CityRail
trains.

To me thesefigures indicatethe existenceof realuneasein my
electorateaboutlevelsof crimeandthe community’sability to
addressit. This is compoundedby the largenumberof public
meetingsI haveattendedon the issueduringmy termasthe
memberhere. Peoplehaveparticularlyexpressedtheir concern

- ~~b~ut tke rn~yeawayfrom a localisedpolicepresenceandthe
effect that this maybehaving. - ~ ~

I am surethat the committeewill takemanysubmissionsfrom
expertsmorequalifiedthat I amwith respectto effectivemeasures
the Commonwealthmight takein counteringandpreventingcrime.
NeverthelessI thoughtthe committeeshouldbe madeawareof the
hugeimportanceof this issueto my electorate.

Yours sincerely,

Bruce Baird MP
Federal Member for Cook
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