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Mr PeterSlipperMP
StandingCommitteeon Legal andConstitutionalAffairs
HouseofRepresentatives
ParliamentHouse
CANBERRA ACT 2600

DearMr Slipper

Uniform Laws — Desirable and Achievable?

I ammindful ofthefactthatthedatefor submissionsin relationto this enquiryhasnow
closed.

I havebeenrequested,however,by the AIJA ProjectandResearchCommittee,to write to
you.

TheAIJA hashad,aspartof its researchagenda,anongoinginterestin theharmonizationof
Court rules. Muchofthework originallyenvisagedby theAIJA hasbeenassumedby a sub-
committeeoftheCouncil of ChiefJusticeschairedby Justiceby JusticeKevin Lindgrenof
theFederalCourtofAustralia. I haveno doubtthatyou are awareofthework of that
Committee. Broadlyspeaking,however,theCommitteehasbeenworkingon harmonization
of Court Rulesin theareaof CorporationsLaw and subpoenas.More recently,it hasturned
its attentionto Anton Piller orders.No doubtyou canobtainfurtherinformationfrom
JusticeLindgrenin relationto thework of theCommittee.

I would alsopoint out that within jurisdictionstherehasbeenattemptto harmonizerules
betweenoramongstCourts. This hastakenplacein Queensland,and,from 1 July 2005, is
dueto takeplacein New SouthWales.

Therearecertainlydifficulties in achievingharmonizationofCourtRulesandtheremustbe
considerabledoubtasto whethertherecanbe someoverall harmonizationon a national
basis.
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TheProjectandResearchCommitteehasaskedmeto drawto yourattentiontheimportant
questionof electronicdiscovery. Thatis anareain which it might be soughtto achievea
degreeofuniformity or harmonization.It is to be the subjectofasessionat theAIJA
Annual Conferenceto takeplacein Wellington,New Zealandbetween7-9 October.

With kind regards.

Yourssincerely,

-, /

~~K2J
GregJ Reinhardt
Email: Gre5zory.reinhardt(~law.monash.edu.au

Copiesto: TheHon JusticeRobertNicholsonAO
TheHon JusticeJohnByrne
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