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Dear Madam

Re: Evidence of Robert Noel Boyd-Boland —23 November 2005

At the conclusion of my evidence to the Committee the Chair asked a question of me as
to the ability of overseas dental specialists attaining accreditation within Australian as an
equivalent dental specialist. I was unable to answer the question but indicated that I
would seek the necessary information.

Accreditation of overseas dental specialists

There are significant differences in the format and content of primary dental training
throughout the world, reflecting local dental healthcare patterns and priorities. In the
case of specialist dental practice the difference between systems of training are even
more pronounced.

Approval for specialist dental accreditation in Australia is within the province of the State
and Territory Dental Boards. However, these Boards seek the advice of the Australian
Dental Council. The Australian Dental Council is, you will recall, the body that
undertakes the accreditation process of overseas trained dentists seeking registration
within Australia.

Whilst approval for dental specialist practice in Australia is within the province of the
regional Dental Board, the Dental Boards have approached the Australian Dental
Council in an effort to create some uniformity in the process of accreditation of overseas
trained specialist.

When an overseas trained specialist seeks dental specialist accreditation before a State
or Territory Board the application is forwarded to the Australian Dental Council (ADO).
The ADC forms a panel to consider the application. This panel is made up of a
representative from a peak specialist body, an appropriate dental academic of the
specialist category for which the applicant seeks accreditation and a Chair of that panel
as appointed by the ADO. The ADC evaluates the application with a view to ensuring
that the applicant has reached a level of training and skill commensurate with that
required by each Board. The applicant must reach a level equivalent to that which an
Australian born applicant would be required to reach.
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The ADO then makes a decision in relation to the application and communicates that
decision by way of recommendation to the appropriate Dental Board. The
recommendation could be to approve the application; reject it or reject it with advice to
the applicant of the need for further training in some particular area. An appeal process
exists from the ADO’s decision process.

No precise statistics as to the approval rating of applicants has been obtained but,
anecdotally, it is understood that a little more than half the applications lead to
recommendations by the ADO for accredited specialist status to be granted by the State
or Territory Board.

Please find enclosed a copy of the policy of the Australian Dental Council in relation to
this issue.

Should you require any further information with regard to matters raised in this letter
please so not hesitate to contact the writer.

Yours faithfully

R N Boyd-Boland
Chief Executive Officer
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AUSTRALIAN DENTAL COUNCIL

Policy Document-By Resolution dated November29,2002

SpecialistRegistration

A. Australian Trained Graduate - Requirements

(i) Registrationasadentist

(ii) A minimumthreeyearpost-graduatespecialistqualificationaccredited
by theAustralianDentalCouncil.

B. OverseasTrainedGraduate — Requirements

(i) Registrationasadentistin Australia

(ii) Certifiedby theAustralianDentalCouncil ashavingequivalencewith
Australianspecialistqualifications.

Determination ofEquivalence

(i) An expertpanelactingonbehalfof theAustralianDentalCouncil will
Assesstheappropriatenessof a candidate’squalifications.

(ii) Thecompositionofthepanelshallbe:

(a) An appropriateUniversityDentalSchoolrepresentative

(b) An appropriatenomineefrom thepeakspecialistbody or the
RoyalAustralasianCollegeofDentalSurgeons

(c) A nomineeoftheAustralianDentalCouncil.



Themembershipofthispanelwouldbebasedon theneedfor
uniformity andrepresentation.It is preferablethat thePanelbe
consistentin its membershipandempoweredto requestassistance
from appropriateorganizationsor individualsduring its deliberations.
ThecompositionofthePanelsuggestedaboveis important~ssuch
amembershipprovidesbroadprofessionalrepresentation,impartiality
andbalancein theprocessof assessment.

An appropriateprotocolwill needto bedevisedby thePanelwhereby
thecandidateprovidesdetailsofhis/herpost-graduatespecialist
trainingandexperiencereferencedfor assessment.TheStateand
Territory DentalBoardscurrentlyhavesystemsfor assessmentof
overseasspecialistqualifications.TheRACDShasevolvedand
operatedfor over20 yearsawell estabjishedchannelofassessments
for exemptionfrom its primaryRACDS Examinationoflocal and
overseaspost-graduateswhohold specialistdegreesacquiredabroad.
It is envisagedthattheprocessof selectionthatwill beadoptedby the
Panelwill evolvefrom thesevariousorganizations’selection
criteria.

Therequirementfor uniformity ofdeterminationofthe Panelmay
requirethatthe BoardsandCouncilsof therespectiveorganizations
maintaina singlememberastheirrepresentativeon thePanelovera
periodof time.

Equivalencein Education

Thepanelwill needto determinetheappropriatenessoftheforeign
post-graduatetrainingandeducationalspecialistprogram.The
appropriatenesswould relateto theequivalenceoftheforeign
programmeto thatoftheestablished,accreditedspecialisttraining
programmesin Australia.ThePanelmaychooseto acceptspecialist
coursesthat havebeenaccreditedby otherindependentauthorities
suchastheGeneralDentalCouncil or theAmericanDental
Association.

Equivalenceof Standards

Onceequivalencein specialistqualificationsis establisheda foreign
candidatecould,by meansof a submissionto thePanel,exhibit
equivalencein standardsby way ofawritten, oral orclinical
examinationoracombinationof all three.
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Certification ofEquivalence

Upon demonstratingequivalencein educationandin standardsto the
Panel’ssatisfactiontheADC will issueaCertificateof Dental
SpecialistEquivalencefor submissionto a RegistrationBody.

NotesAccompanyingthe Policy

TheAustralianDentalCouncil hasrespondedto requestsfrom AustralianDentalBoards
to attemptto bring aboutconsistencyin therecognitionprocessfor overseastrained
specialists.In thepastinconsistencybetweenjurisdictionshasbeenexploitedby wayof
theMutual Recognitionlegislationwith theresultthatthe loweststandardrequiredby a
particularjurisdictioncouldbecometheuniversalstandard.Thispolicy aimsto eliminate
inconsistency.

In theeventthat anoverseastrainedspecialistfails to gaintheADC CertificateofDental
SpecialistEquivalenceandelectsto appealagainsttherecommendationof thePanel,an
appealmechanismwould besetup to considerthe appeal.TheappealPanelwould
compriseanappropriateDentalSchoolrepresentativewho hasnot beenamemberofan
ADC Panelasdescribedin thepolicy, anomineefrom thepeakspecialistbody orthe
RACDS who hasnot beena member ofan ADC Paneland a nomineeofan appropriate
Ethnic Council. A feeof$100wouldbe requiredto accompanylodgmentoftheappeal.
Suchfeemaybevariedfrom time to time by resolutionoftheADC. In the eventof an
appealbeingupheld,thefeewouldbe refunded.

Thepolicy is couchedin generaltermssothat it canbe appliedto all dentalspecialties.It
is recognizedthatthespecialtynomineeson thevariousPanelsmaychangefrom timeto
timeto reflectchangewithin specialistbodies.It is essentialthatsuchnomineeshavethe
statusandsupportto speakonbehalfofthespecialistsoftheparticulardiscipline.)



ProposedTemplatefor Recognition of OverseasAcquired
SpecialistQualifications

NameandADC referencenumberif applicable

Detailsofregistrationasa dentist(certifiedcopy)

DetailsofRegistrationasa specialist(in countryofspecialistpractice).

(Certifiedcopy ofbothoriginal languageandtranslation)

Specialistregistrationappliedfor

Specialistqualificationsincludingcertifiedcopyof transcriptof curriculum,
includingboth theoreticalandclinical components

Detailsofanysupervisedpractice(includinglog books)carriedout during
post-graduatespecialtyprogram.Thisshouldincludeamount(totalhours)
andtypesof treatmentsperformed.

Work historyasa specialist

Natureofspecialistpractice(egbroadpracticeofspecialtyorpracticeof

sub-specialty)

Two professionalreferencesfrom specialistcolleaguesandtwo from your

dentistswho referredpatientsto you

Membershipof specialistsocieties

ResearchActivity (includingpublications)

Teachingappointments(undergraduate,postgraduateandCPD)


