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Mr DonRandallMP
Chairman
JointStandingCommitteeon Migration
Ri 106
ParliamentHouse
CANBERRA ACT 2600

DearMr Randall

I referto yourletterto theMinisterforForeignAffairs, theHonAlexanderDownerMP dated
11 May2005concerningtheinquiry,by theJointStandingCommitteeonMigration, into
skills recognition,upgradingandlicensing.

TheDepartmentofForeignAffairs andTradebelievesthatAustraliancommitmentsunder
bilateralfree tradeagreementsto recogniseoverseasqualificationsshouldbetakeninto
accountby theCommittee. In thecaseof Singapore,theSingaporeAustraliaFreeTrade
Agreement(SAFTA) commitsAustraliato recogniselaw degreesfrom theNational
UniversityofSingaporefor admissionin Australiaasqualified lawyers. SAFTA also
requiresbothpartiesto encouragetheirrelevantcompetentbodiesto enterintonegotiations
on therecognitionofprofessionalqualificationsandregistrationprocedures.Copiesofthe
FreeTradeAgreementscanbe foundat: httn://www.fia.~ov.auor
http://www.dfat.aov.au/trade/ftas.htmlanda copyoftherelevantguidelinesfrom the
Agreementis attached.

TheAustraliaUS FreeTradeAgreement(AUSETA) providesfor theestablishmentof a
WorkingGroupon ProfessionalServiceswith a comprehensivemandateto look atmutual
recognition,including ofqualificationsandexperience,licensingproceduresandotherissues
relatingto thesupplyofprofessionalservices.

The provisionsof theThailandAustraliaFreeTradeAgreement(TAFTA) aremorelimited.
TAFTA establishesaqualificationstandardfor Thai specialtychefsandpermitsthem
temporaryentryinto Australiafor up to 4 years. TAFTA alsoprovidesfordiscussions
betweenrelevantprofessionalbodiesto establishastandardforrecognitionofThai
qualificationsfortraditionalThai massagetherapists.

At thesametime, theDepartmentis workingwith theDepartmentof Immigrationand
Multicultural andIndigenousAffairs (DIMIA) to facilitatetheeffectiveimplementationof
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DIMIA’s global working strategyincluding exploringopportunitiesfor improvingboththe
communicationandefficiencyofprocessesto users.

Thankyou for theopportunityto contributeto theworkoftheCommittee.

Yours sincerely

Lloyd Brodrick
A/g AssistantSecretary
InternationalOrganisationsBranch
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