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CCEA EXAMINATION - DESTROYING TUE DIVERSITY OF CHIROPRACTORS

Wewould like to takethis opportunityto inform fellow chiropractorsandassociated
collegesoftheprofessionoftherecentlyintroducedandenforcedCCEA proficiency!
equivalencyexaminationthat requireseveryforeigngraduateto successfullycomplete,to
gain licensurein Australia.We feelit ourdutyandreflectiveofourcommitmentto the
professionto bringthis matterto theattentionofothers,asmanyareunawareofthis
changein registrationrequirements.
Werecentlygraduatedfrom Palmer— Davenportandreturnedto WesternAustraliato
practice,whichwasoncean easytransition.It nowinvolvestaking anoutrageous,
humiliating, time consuming,andcostlyexaminationthatbearslittle relevanceto the
practiceofchiropractic.This examhassabotagedemploymentopportunitiesandour
professionaldevelopmentdueto time andmoney.
We would like to outlinejusta fewof themostimportantconcernswehadwith the
examinationand associatedprocess:
• It is extremelydifficult to contactanyoneinvolved with theprocessandharderto

get areply.
• CCEA is supposedto assesstheeducationalstandardsofforeignprograms.We

feel this is not thecase,thetestmustbetakenby any foreigngraduateregardless
ofschoolattendedandqualificationsattained.

• CCEAhasbeenrefusedcertificationtwiceby CCEIdueto policy flaws.Palmeris
accreditedby CCEUSwhich is amemberof CCEI. We feelanyprogram
accreditedby aninternationalassociationshouldsupercedethosethatarenot.

• A pressreleaseon thewebsitestatestheACCE is still in controluntil thetime
theCCEA is accreditedby CCEI.ACCE acceptedPalmerqualificationsasa
reciprocalqualificationin Australia.This is notbeinghonoured.

• It is only availablein theEasternStates.No provisionis madefor thetestto besat
at anytimein WAeventhoughtheynow supporttheirownchiropracticprogram.

• It is outrageouslyexpensive,evenby AmericanNBCE standards.Eachindividual
is outat thevery least$2100.

) • No writtenconfirmationof testingsites, timesorresultswasavailable.Receipts
formoniesreceivedandacertificatewasissuedeventuallyonly aftermultiple
requests.It seemstheseshouldbebasicandroutinebusinessprocedures.

• No identificationis requiredatthetestsite,anyonecould takethetestif they
wished.

• Thewebsiteis misleading.Theformatofthetestis notasit is described,andno
confirmationofresultsis given,writtenor by email.Thewebsitewasaltered
eachtimecontactwasmadewith theCCEA,eventhedaywe tooktheexam.

• All examswerewritten,reviewed,supervisedandgradedby Macquarieuniversity
staff.No outsideor independentbodywasinvolvedwith anyofthetesting. This
implied theexamwaspurelytestingtheability to takeaMacquarieUniversity
exam,andconfmnedby beingtheexactfinal examthelastgraduatingclasstook.
This alsoindicatesthereis no standardizationofthetesting;whicheverlocation
thetestis given, designsthetest.This wasalsoconfirmedby thesubseqenttest
given in MayatRMIT. This exambearedno resemblancein formator content.



• PartII written is exactlythat, predominatelywritten, thereforeleavinganswersto
questionsopento interpretationofthegrader.PartIII is completelyverbal,once
againleavinganswersopento interpretationto thegraders.

• No gradingortestingcriteriais available.
• Falseinformationwasgivenby multiple individualsregardingresultsoftestand

forwardingof results.

Wefeel this testis absolutelyunnecessaryforanygraduateofanaccreditedChiropractic
EducationalFacility. We feel thisexamis purelyamoneymakingventurefor the
supposedlynon-profitCCEA. Afterbeinginvolvedwith this examprocesswehavelittle
respectforthis organizationandtheirprinciples.If personalfundswerefree-flowingwe
wouldnothesitatein seekinglegalrepresentationto recoupthecosts.
Wefeel this examis extremelydiscriminatoryto thoseAustraliansthat acceptthe
opportunityandchooseto beeducatedoutsidethecountry,in ourcasetheFountainhead
ofChiropractic,thebirth placeandorigin ofchiropracticasit is today,andthosewho
wish to comeandassistin thepromotionofchiropracticandtheprofessionin Australia.
Thenumberofoverseastrainedchiropractorsis extremelysmall, andfeel theyposeno
threatto thosegraduatingfrom theAustraliancollegesor theenrollmentnumbersof
theseschools.If thisexamis to remainall studentsshouldberequiredto takea
standardizedindependentlygeneratedexamto practicein Australia,notonly overseas
trainedchiropractors.Theotheroptionis to reinstatereciprocityfor accredited
chiropracticprogramsinternationally.
Without theAmericanschools,namelyPalmerandits historyofproducingleadersin the
profession,therewouldbeno chiropracticprofession,let aloneaneducationalprogramin
Australia.In responseto this weurgetheprofessionto assistoverseastrainedgraduates
nowandin thefuture to be given therespectmanyofyou haveenjoyedovertheyearsas
fellow chiropractorswith equivalenttraining andeducationandforcetheCCEA to either
abolishthis exam,acceptaccreditedcollegequalificationsorrestructurethetesting
situation,andstateregistrationboardsto re-evaluatetheiraccreditingbodiesand state
requirements.Wetrustwehavethesupportofthechiropracticcommunityin regardsto
this matterasfeel it hasagreatimpacton thefuturediversityof educationalbackgrounds
ofpracticingchiropractors.We feelthis is anintegralcomponentofcontinuingto make
theprofessionin Australiaso rich andprogressive.

Wecanbecontacteddirectlyat for furtherinformation,or
moreinformationis availableatwww.ccea.com.au


