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The Hon Tanya Plibersek MP
Minister for Health ;-!OUSf= OF REPRESENTATIVES

STANDING COMMITTEE ON
The Hon John Murphy MP PETITIONS,.

"M^^Chair

Standing Committee on Petitions
Parliament House
CANBERRA ACT 2600

Dear Mr Murphy

Ih!mk.youforyoLJrletter,on ,18 ^arch 20' 3re§arding a petition calling for the House of
Representa^cs to^s^nding for research ,n to ^algic Encephalo.yelit./Chron *.

1C

Fatigue Syndrome (ME/CFS) and its accompanying jilnessMulti Chem,cal'Sensitivities'(MCS).

^,^ui;!^a^La^!L^ei.NT^nLal.h^alth.,and ^ec!ical Research Council (NHMRC) is the
Australian Govem.ent.s leading health and .edical research funding body; Thc'NHMRC
invests, resea^ support through, variety of mechanis.s including investigator.,nit,ated
.resear<?h projects) broad Programs of research and people support schemes targeted
towards supporting health and medical research for the Australian community.

Ihl^!^5-cion-^ders.appro,xin^ately 4'000 aPPIications for research funding each year and
oveM,00()applicat,onsfo. individual suppon fro. the .ore junior level sc^ips-tc
senior level research fellowships each year.

n.a1,' CT,T^^lre!-earch Pr°P°sals are inttia£ed by the researchers and not predetermined
by^e NHMRQ These schemes ar_e_highly competitive and undergo rigorous7xpert"perr

:;^T»^?ie^i^T.ed-.on.M_E/c^s continued to be we" supported by the NHMRCrevi

with over $1.2 million invested into this area of research between 2000 and 2012.

Yournight be interested to know that the NHMRC awarded $500,000 over five years
(2008-12) through a Practitioner Fellowship to the University of New'South WaleTfor
research into CFS led by Professor Andrew Lloyd. Professor Lloyd has made a substantial
contribution to the understanding of CFS, with his work being the first to show the
F^n^nd-A"rtyofcFSLtadifferen^on from dePressi- ^°^s, i.vaHd.ty
and reliability as a diagnosis, the heritability of CFS, and the first substantiaTrandom.ed
controlled trial of immune treatments.

.Flr^d!!idLu^swit,h.thls c?mPlex medical condition, the Government continues to support
access to high quality .cdical care and medicines through subsidies provided under
Mcd^e and theP^aceutical Beneflts Sche.e, which prov,des-fund,ngfor 1

services

delivered in hospitals and supports good primary health care.

Once again, thank you for writing.

Yours sincerely

Tanya Plibers^fct^^rn^rs^^
CANBERRA ACT 2600 felephone: 02 6277 7220

Facsimile: 02 6273 4146
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