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with which it desires the concurvence of the Senate.

i

SPEAKER.

House of Representatives,

Melbourne, 3 7t S e 1908
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EXTRACTED FROM THE JOURNALS OF THE SENATE.

THURSDAY, 2vp APRIL, 1908, -

3 Panutasevriey Powens, Priviseaes, on Inyusirizs—Arrommasst or JoInt Serecr Cossurree.—On the I
Order of tho Day oing read for the consideration of Meysago No. 23 of the House of Represontatives—
The Vice-President of tho Executive Council {Sonator Best) moved—
(1) That a Select Committeo bo appolnted, to join with o, Select Committeo of the Houso of Represontatives,
to (n?u(re and report as to tho host procedura for the trfal and punishment of ﬁmonu charged with the
interforenco with or breach of tho powors, riviloges, or immunities of cither Houso of the Parliament,
or of the Morbors or Committees of each Houso,
12} That tho Mombers of this Senate upon such Committeo bo Sonntors Col. Neild, Henderson, Turloy, and
ataway ; two to boe a quornm,
(3) That such Committee havo power to sond' for persons, papers, and “records ; and that the first meoting of
tho Committeo bo held in tho Senats Committee Room on Wednesday noxt, the 8th April, ot 10.30

Geloclk a.m.
(4) That a Messago he sent to the Houso of g the above R
Dehate cosugd,
ﬁ And tho quetion being divided—
Question—
{F) That a Select Committce be appointed, to join with » Seleet’ Committeo of the House of Ropresontatives,
to inquire and report as to the host for the trial and puni of porsons charged with tho

interforengo with or breach of the powers, privileges, or immunities of eithor House of the Parlinmont,
or of (he Membors or Commitoes of ench fouso—put,

N e ep,

Gl ‘WEDNESDAY, $ru APRIL, 1008,
M’mmmnwuw Powens, P 2 $: SeLEor Co ‘The following Mesaage from tho
N

i S

), AND I N1
House of Representatives was recoived and read ;—

Mn. DresmesT, " Message No, 2.
Tho Honse of ReFroxuntntivos trangmits to the Senato tho following Resolutions, which were this day
agreed to by the Houso of Representatives t—
(1) That tho Seleot Committes of this House, appointed to inguiro into and report upon proceduro in cases of
breach of privilego, bo empowercd, jointly with the Soloct Committse similarly appointed by tik /
B Sennte, to inquire inte and report upon any recent allegations reflecting upon Parliament or any of the
. Members thereof, and for such purposes to oxercise all such powera 03 have beon conforred by this

to.onablo it to act jointly in these inquiries with tho Conumittee of this Houso,
The House of Representatives requests the Senato to empower the Cpmmittee accordingly. ¥/

House of Representatives, F. W. HOLDER,
Molbourne, 2nd April, 1908, Speake

The Vico-Presidont of the Exccutivo Council (Senator Best),. by leave, moved—

(1) That the Select Committeo of the Senate appointed to Inguire into and voport upon procedute in coses of
h 3 joi ?ncb Comunittes .mmﬂnr’l]y appointed by tho Honse

House.
(2) That o Message Lo seat to the Senato nskin;f it to similarly empower the Committeo appointed by it, 50 s

hreach of privilego bo ompowered, jointly with the Se
of Ropresentatives, to inquire into and roport upon any rocent refleetin

upon or
uny of the Mombers thereof, and for such purposes to oxorciso all such powors s qm\'o been conforred
by this Senate.

{2} Thnt & Measago bo sent to the Houso of Represontatives convoying the above resolution.
Debate ensued, !

Juestion—put,
. Thie Sonate divided. Lo
# —.“A%Q, 13. ’_ygeu., 12.
And so it was resolved in the affirmative.

THURSDAY, 21sx MAY, 1608.

1N Surwer CosunrIEL 0% POWERS AND PRIVILEGKS OF PARLIAMENT: LEAVE To Sir DURING SITTINGS OF SENATE.
Sonator Col, Nelld, by loave, moved—That the Scleot Committee appointed to join with tho Select Committoc of
tho House of. Rapresentatives to juquiro into and report on the queation of Parlinmontary Powors, Privileges, end
Immunities have leava to sit during tho sittings of the Sonate.
Question—put and passed, —_

)""v(u, (2f ey 108 X
3. PriviLsee—Procepune’ 1x Cases or.—Senator Colonel Neild brought up-a Progress Report from the

+ Joint Select Committee on Procedure in Cuses of Privilege, together with the Minutes of
Evidence to date, and Appendiegs.

The Report was read. by the Clerk,
Ordered to be printed and taken into consideration on Thursday next.
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/‘// EXTRACTED FRIM THE VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS OF THE.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

/ WEDNESDAY, 1st APRIL, 1808:
. PPrvir. S Ce e P IV Cases or.—Mr, Deakin moved, by leavo—
/ " 1 That o Seleot Committeo byappointod, to joln with a Select Committeo of the Sonate, to inquire and report
/ ay to the best procedure for the trinl and punishment of Fcn\ons charged with tho interforence with or breach
of tllnlrnwers, privileges, or immunities of either House of the Parliament or of the Members or Committeos of
each House,

2. That tho Members of thia Houso upon such Committco be' Mr, Bamford, Mr. Fuller, Sir John Quick, and
Mr, Wiaes two to bo a quorum.
3, That such Committee have ovser o send for porons, papers, and rpcards.
4. Thut o Messago bo sent (v the Senate requosting it to appoint a similisc Commi p d toact conj
with the Commmitteo of this Houze,
Debato enaned,
Question—put and resolved'in the affirnative,

THURSDAY, 2vp APRIL, 1908,

3. Mrssior rost THE SENATE —~SkLECT C B 1N Cases oF Privi Mr. Speaker d
. the receipt of the following Mestage from the Senate :—
MR, Sreaxen, Jessaye No, 21,

The Senate, having tufkeix into cansideration Message No. 23 of the House of Representatives, dated lat April,
v o Y

1908, neq P that tho Senato has agreed to the following Resolutions s
1 e Sologt Committeo bo appointed, Lo join with n Select Committce of the Nouso of Reprosentatives, to
Inquiro aud report as to the host p for the trial and of porsons charged with tho fntors
ferenco with, or breach of, the powers, privilegos, or immunitica of oither $louso of ths Parliament or of
tha Mombers or Gommittess of each Housc. .

2. That the Menbers of this Senate upon such Committea be Sonators Colonel Neild, Hendorson, Turley, and
Chataway ; twe to bo & quoram.

. That auch Committee have power t8 send for porsons, papers, and records 5 and that the first meeting of tho
Committre bo hold in tho Senato Committeo Room un Wednesdsy noxt, the 8th April, at 10,30 o'clock n.m.
4. Tiat o Message bo sent to the Houso of I yiog tho nbove Ressios

The Senate,

Melbourne, 2nd April, 1908,

11, Privineoe—Seneer Coustirrer. RE PRocepune ¥ Casrs or.—Mr. Deakin moved, by leave—~

1) Thot the Stlect Commltteo of thie House, sypointed to ingulro into and roport upon procedintejn eases of brasch
of Priviloge, bo empowered, jointly with the Solcet, Counnitteo similarly appointes by the Senato, to inquire
intoand roport upon any rocout allogations reflocting upon Parlisment or'any of the Members thercof, and for
such purposes to oxercino all-such powers as havo beon conforred by this Hotiso, ,

(2) That » Messago b sent o tho Senato asking' it o similrly empower tho Comimittee appointed by it so o8 to

. cnnbla it to et jointly in these inquiries with the Committen of this Houso,

Debato eusued,
Question—put snd resolved in the affirmative,

5o

GovLp,
Preaident,

WEDNESDAY, 8ru APRIT, 1808,
5. Mrssaok ¥ROM THR SP¥ATH. —SELReT Cosugke ne Procknune 1x Cases of Privintar.—Mr. Speaker announnced 7
the receipt of tho following Message from ths Senate i— :
Mn. Sreaker, Message No, 26.

‘Tho Scnate, having taken into censideration Message No. 24 of the House of Representatives, dated 2nd
April, 1008, acquaints the Houso of Representadives that, tho Senuto lins agreed to o following reaolitions r—

(1) ‘That tho Select Committee of the Sonate appointed to inquire into and report upon procedure fn cases of
breach of privilege bo empowored, jointly with the Solect Committee similarly appointed by tho Houss
of Ropresentatives, to juquire into and report ugon any recent nllegations roflecting upon Parlinment or
oy of the Mormbors thoroat, nud for sueh purposes to oxoreso ul auch powers as have 'Leon conforeed by
this Scuate,

(2) 'That n Message be sont t the Houso of yig tha abovo i

The Senato, A, J, GovLp,
“’7 Melbournc, ¢ Apeil, /{oos. President.

THURSDAY,. frn APRIL, 1908.

Purvirece—Proaress Reront o Tk Serrer Co.munnr:f R PROCEDURK 1N CASES OF,—
man, brought np o Progress Report from the Select Committes on Procedure in cases of Pri
The Report was read by the Clerk, and is as follows ;-

"

John Quick, Chair-

ge.

K Prooness Rerort,

‘The Selees Commiftee nia,poiuwd to join with o Sclect Committeo of the Senate to inquire nnd roport as ta
the best procedure in cases of Privilego and other matters have the honour to report that they have made progress,
am reuest leavo to report the Minutesof Evidence from time to time.

Jonx Quick,
Committes Room, Chairman,
9th April, 1908.
Sir John Quick moved, by leave, That the Report bo adopted.
Question—put and resolved in the aflirmative,

THURSDAY, 2lst MAY, 1008,

2. PrRivirar—PRroCEDURE IN CASES OF.~Sir John Quick moved, by lenre, That tho Scleot Committoo re Procedure m -
cases of Privilogo Lavo leave to ait to-morrow during the sitting of the House.
Questi put and rosolved in th i
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MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS. )

WEDNESDAY, 8tu APRIL,. 1908,

I

) Pregent :
Senate, House,
Sonator Chataway, Mr. Bamford,
Henderaon, . Fuller;
Colonel J. C. Neild,. Wise.
Turley.

The Clorks of Committees rend extracts from the Jonrnsls of tho Senato and the Votes and
Proceedings of the House of Representatives roforiing to tho appointment of tho Committeo. -
Sir John Quick tolegraphed that ho was unnble to bo prescut owing to a fumily herenvement.

On the motion of Senstor Colonel Neild, Sir John Quick was electod Chairman,
The Committes adjourned natil next day at 10 o’clock a.nu. ’

THURSDAY, 9tz APRIL, 1508,

Present :
Senate. House,

Senator Chataway, Mr. Bamford,
Honderson, Fuller,
Colonel J, C. Neild, Wise.
Turley.
Tn tho absonce of tha Chairman, Senntor Colonel Neild wus enlled to the. Chair. 7 .
o e Comminice adjourned wntil 11 o’clock am. this day. - W/ )"""J/’o" 4
e e o T e

: Ereven o'Crock A _
W Al the Mombers of tho Joint Committeo wero present, and Sir John Quick took the Chair.
‘I'he minutes of the provious meeting were rond-and confirmed.

Extracts from tho Jonrnals of the Sountg; Tated 8th April, wero read.
A ayllabus of quostions for submission to wil was drawn up, adopted, and ordered fo ho
printed.
It was resolved that the following witnesses bo called :—
The Acting Clerk of the Parlinments (Mr. C. B. Boydell).
"Tie Clerk of the ITouse of Ropresentatives (3r. C. Gavan Duffy).
The Seerctary to the Attornoy-General's Department (Mr. R. R.-Garran).
Professor Litt Coblott, of tho Sylney Univorsity.
Professor Inrrison Moore, of the Melbonrne University.
It was decided to invite the Hon. Sir R. C. Baker to give Ifls kiowledge snd oxperience on the
matters refurred to the Committee, and, if he thonght fit, to attend and give cvidence beforo the Committee..
"I'io Committee resolved that tho Press should:-bo sdmitted when evidence was being taken, and so
far as the House of Roprescntatives Committoo was eoncerned. tho necessary power should be asked for
from the Ifonse.
“Tho Committco adjourned until Weduosday voxt, the 15th April, but in the event of only one House
%hoth Houses nft sitting thnt day, the next sitting to bo tixed by the Chairman.

;4-

: . DPresent,:, - Az Chon S
Senate. (/’r o G, House.
Senator Chataway, Mr. Bamford,
Ilenderzon, Wise,
Colonel J. C. Neild,
Turloy..

THURSDAY, 21str MAY, 1908, ) b

The minntes of the previous meeting were read.aud eonfirmed.
/ Correspondence was rend 1
From Mr, Fuller, M.P., stating that owing to ill health ho was unsble to take his sont st tho
Committeo. )
From the Ilon. Sir R. C. Baker, regretting that throngh ill-health he was unablo to help the

Committeo in their inquiry.
From Professor Pitt Cobbott, of Sydnoy, nsking that he bo allowed to send in a written b
statoment—=fhe Chairmau stated permission had been grnnte%‘—"- 7
[’f From Mr. O. C. Bealo, r¢ siatoments in the: Houso that ho had charged Members with.
corruption, and stated that ho had never expressed nor, implied this, nor still less corrap-
tion on tho par of Membars of Parliament.

From Mr, Boale, asking that, as ho was leaving for England, o spacial moeting™of the Select (
Commitlee be called to hear his evidenco. s~ITic” Chidiirman stated that it was Tmpossible }
to nrrange this meeting, and' Mr. Bealo was now on his way to Englun%————'—-""

All thoso letters wero recoived,
Charles Broughton Boydell, Acting Clork of the Parliaments, examined.
[ o 4 —Charles-Gavan Duffy, Clerk of the Houso of Representatives, oxamined. 5
Robort Randolph Gdtean, C.M.G., Socrotary to the Attorney-General's Dopariment and Parlia-
mentary Draftsman, examined.
The Committes adjourned until 11 o’clock to-morrow.
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. FRIDAY, 22np MAY, 1908,
. Present; s Mo K,
Senate.” /% % A e House,
Sonator Clataway, Mr, Bamford,

Henderson, Wisa,
Colonel J. C. Neild,
Turley.

The minutes of the provious meeting wero read and confirmod.

William Harrison Moore, Professor of Law in tho Univorsity of Melbourne, oxamined.
‘Lhe Chairman submitted his draft ropors.

The Committeo deliborated.

Tho Commi dj d until Wedunoaday next, at 3 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, 27tn MAY, 1908,
4 P&"’-’i‘,j, o W Chnny

Senate, House,
Senator Chataway, Mr. Fuller,
enderson, Wise.
Colonel J. . Neild,
Turloy.

The minutes of the provions meoting wore read and confirmed.

Lrofossor Pitt Cobbstt, of the Syduoy University, forwarded written roplies to the Committeo’s
questions,

‘The Chairman's draft report was furthor considered.

"Tho Committen adjournad datil 10 o’clock to-morrow moraing (Thursday). a/

THURSDAY, 28tr MAY, 1908,

i Ot B L fo e

Senate, House,
Senator Chataway, Mr. Faller,
Henderson, , Wise.
Colonel J. C. Neild,
Furley.

Tho minutes of the previous meoting wore road and confirmed.
The Draft Report was furthier considered and adopted, and orderad to bo presented to both Honses
on tho following day in the form of o Progress Report,
Resolved—That o letter be sent to the Sydney Bulietin nowspaper stating that the Com.
mitteo hiad under consideration o cortain nrticle published in that paper of tho 16th January, 1908,
con(uining statements which seriously reflocted on the honour, dignity, and intogrity of the Com-
Parli and'its Membors, and muking eertain inquiries beforo proceeding to tako any

action.

Oa the motion of Senator Colonel Noild, a vote of thanks was passed to the Chairman for his
labours in connexion with the preparation of the Proyress Roport,

‘The Committoo adjourned until Thursday next at 11.a.m,
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PROGRESS REPORT = NO, 2.
Uy

The Joint Select Qommittee mppointed to enquire und report on
matters of privilege, have the honor to submit a Second Progress
Re port.

Your %ommittee, having recommended that the proposed new pro-
cedure should not e retrospective, have taken preliminury“staps to
enquire into some recent ullegations published reflecting on Parlia-
ment, Their attention has been directed to a stutement published
by & Sydney Newspaler containing charges of political corruption
aguinst unnaned Members of Parliament. It would be dishonouring to-
Parliument if such charges were allowed to remsin unproved, unwith-
urawn, and the maligners unpunished,, Your Committee regret to find
that in the oxioting stute of the law, they are unable to prosecute
their enquiries in an effective and complete manner, There is no
stututory law in force suthorising Select “ommittess to summon and
secure the attendance of witnesses before them, and ahove all there
16 o Tew requiring,” and {f necébsary compelling, witnesses before
Select Committees t0 be sworn and to answer questions relevant to
the issues involved, It is true that the Standing Orders provide
that Select Tommitteee may summon witnesses but they do not enable
such %ommitteas to teke evidence on oath, nor do they provide any
punitive memsures in cuse of disobsdience to the summons or refusal
to be sworn or to give svidencé,

Your Sommittee do not think 1t would be wise to proceed further
with an investigation in which they would be powerless to deal with
witnesses who may refuse either to prove or withdraw scandalous
charges made by them against Parliament or to give the namés of
thelr informants. .

If the Parliamen;;ary Witnesses Bill at present before the House
of Representitives be pussed into law with some slight amendmerts,
Select Somuittees would be armed with effective authority to take
evidence on -gath and to recommend the brosecution of recalcitrant
witnesses,

Committee Room, . 7L kh/ati\:;an.

Melbourns, 4 gyune, 1908,
——




