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The Select Commlittee appointed to enguire into
and report upon the improper removal from the Chamber
of Mr. Spesker's copy of May's "Parliamentury Fractice, '
with kMr. Speaker's notes in conneption therewith, and
the abstraction of such notes and the interference with
the Keys of certuin doors in the Chamber and precincts,

have the honor to report as follows:-

1. Your Committee have held & meotings and exemined 24
witnesses, Thess included Hr. Specker i obher Wembers of the
House of Representatives, the Serjeant-at-Arms, the whole of his
staflff on duty, the detective who was authorised by Mr. Speaker
directly the lrregularities took place to make lnvestigation, and
several others whem your Committee considered, in the course of their
cnquiry were likely to throw any light on the matters referred for
raport.

Z. Your Ccmmittee find that the removal of the Spesker's
:

copy of Muy's Paurliamentary TFractice, with hle noteg in connection

in

[ ]

therewith, tock place on Fridey, find HMay, during the interva
which His Excellency the Governor-General was being entertained in
the CUueen's Hall; and the evidence hasg shown that 1t can be narrowed
down to & still shorter period toetween & ¢'eclogk and 7,12 in the
afternoon, during which the Spesker hed to make a further adjourn-
mant of the House of Representatives on szcount of the luncheon not
being concludoed.

%, Your comalttee oonsiderad thot

after 'ir. Hires' aimission

A
in the House of Revresgentotives thut he wuws the person who had inter-
fored with the kuce, they were relleved of the lnguiry in that regard,

But we the removal of the Nwee from the Teble wes intinmately
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associated with the loss of the Sresker's bock and notes, in point
of time, in having tuken pluce 1In the same short periocd of z guert-
er of an hour, betwzen 7 o'clock and 2,15, your Committee considered
themselves called upon to obtain further particulars as to who was
vresent in the Chamber when the Lldce was actually removed. Your
Sommittee find thot ir. debster wnd Wr. Higgs were the only other
ccceupants of the Chamber wher the 3Spesker left 1t on the further
adjourmment at 3 o'clock. Hr. Webester volunteered the admission
that he had co~-cperseted wlth Mr. Eiggs 1ln interfering with the
Mace but sbgolutely denlied having any knowledge of the lost book
or the ZIpeaker's notes.

4. Your Committee find that the book itself was discovered

by one of the attendunts cu the same evening about 9,30 on the

main floor in s receptucle where coul and wood were stored: and the
oniy information your Committee could obtain in regard to the peper
slips with the 3peaker's notes upen them was the fact thet one was
found by Mr. James Irage upo:n the Oppoesition side of the House, on
the floor near the table and another paper slip of the same shepe
and character, without wny notes upon it, was found on Ehe samne
gide of the House, & short dlstance farther lown towards the mein
entrunce.

S, Tour Committee examined & number of offliclels in regard
to the plscing of & cowl scuttie opposite the closed door of a
rcom usually occupled by the Chalrmun of Committees, but on thai
cccasion ocecupied by Sir John Forrest and others for sleeping
purpcses, during the =zll-alght sitting. In regard to this sch
your Committee were unable to obtaln information which would show
for what purpose 1t wag done. (

O. Several witnesses were exanined in regard te the inter-
farence with the doorsg leading to the House of Nepresentativeg’
Chamber. It was shown that the outer door in the Spesker's
sorridor through which llembers wsually nass on thelr way from the

1ift and the Library and whichh lg &almost always open was found

nloged
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