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! I; T E H I K R E P O R T .

The Select Commit tea appointed to enquire into

and report upon the improper removal from the Chamber

of Mr. Speaker's copy of May's "Parliamentary Practice,11

with Mr. Speaker's notes in connection therewith, and

the abstraction of such notes and the interference with

the Keys of certain doors in the Chamber and precinctst

have the honor to report as follows;-

1. Your Committee have held 6 meetings and examined 24

witnesses. These included Mr. 3neaker .:! other Members of the

House of Representatives, the Serjeant-at-Arms, the whole of his

staff on duty, the detective who was authorised by Mr. Speaker

directly the irregularities took place to make investigation, and

several others whom your Committee considered, in the course of their

enquiry were likely to throw any light on the matters referred for

report.

£. Your Committee find that the removal of the Speaker's

copy of Hay's Parliamentary Practice, with his notes in connect; Lori

therewith, took place on Friday, ££n& May, during the interval in

which His Excellency the G-overnor-CJeneral was being entertt-. izied in

the Queen's Hall; and the evidence has shown that it can be narrowed

down to a still shorter period between ?.- o'clock and 7,1c in the

afternoon, during which the Speaker had to make a further adjourn-

nent of the House of Representatives on account of the luncheon not

being concluded,

3. Your Committee considered thut, after rIr. Higgs' a '.mission

in the House of Representatives that he wt*s the person who had inter-

fered with the Mace, they were relieved of the inquiry in that regard

But as the removal of the Mace from the Table was intimately



associated with the loss cf the Speaker's book and notes, in point

of time, in having taken place in the sane short period of a quart-

er of an hour, between 2 o'clock and 2.15, ycur Committee considered

themselves called upon to obtain further particulars as to who v;as

present in the Chamber when the i-Iace was actually removed. Your

Committee find th^t Mr. Webster and Mr. Higgs were the only other

occupants of the Chamber when the Speaker left it on the further

adjournment at 3 o'clock. Mr. Webster volunteered the admission

that he had co-operated, with Mr. Kiggs in interfering with the

Mace but absolutely denied having any knowledge of the lost book

or the Speaker's notes-

4. Your Committee find that the book itself was discovered

by one of the attendants on the same evening about 9.30 on the

main floor in a receptacle where coal and wood were stored; &n-l the

only information ycur Committee could obtain in regard to the paper

slips with the Speaker's notes upon them was the fact that one was

found by Mr. James Page upon the Opposition side of the House, on

the floor near the table and another paper slip of the same shape

arid charactert without ;^ny notes upon it, was found on the same

side of the House, a short distance farther Jlown towards the main

entrance.

5. Your Committee examined a number of officials in regard

to the placing of a coal scuttle opposite the closed door of a

room usually occupied by the Chairman of Committees, but on that

occasion occupied by Sir John Porrest and others for sleeping

purposes, during the all-night sitting. In regard to this act

your Committee were unable to obtain information 'which would show

for what purpose it was done.

6. Several witnesses were examined in regard to the inter-

ference with the doors leading to the House of Representatives'

Chamber. It was shown that the outer door in the Speaker's

corridor through which Members usually pass on their way from the

lift and the Library and which Is almost always open was found

closed



closed. The door was loekel b.r.0 would have proved an e f fec tua l

bar but for the fact thy t the "J ;por an! 1 ower h o l t s .vo re drawn

and so enabled the door, though looked , to be foreel open •"htch

T,VUS done by I.Ir. ?inlaysor. and "!r, 7or:to:" when. ?:r. '.Veb^ter shook

i t anO indicated h is des i r e to get through. The key of the door

v/aa af terw?- n! a found on the fl oor near "the door.

7. Your Committee find t h a t the two inner >ioor& thrown <

of v/hioh the Speaker usua l ly passer: on en te r ing the h'ouye v/ere

aluo tampered with. The keys of both doors were removed so tha t

in the event of a d iv i s ion i t would have been impossible1 to lock

thorn. One of these keys was af terwards found in a soi led towel

basket in the main l ava to ry , und the other was found hanging in

the V,e,'j hole of another doer. Your Conrvttee are unable to 11s-

cover hov/, why, or by when these keys were removed.

0. Your Cormlttee hyve en leavoured to obtain -vvMorioe in

reg;j rd to the rerovul o f the 3;[jeu,ker' s book urul notes ^.::<} had

already entered upon tht. i portiori of the enquiry, but flndir;;? th:

they could not complete the enquiry in the short time lefore the

close of the Par l iament , tendor t h i s report '.is ••:, r

t t

is ur, ; n t e v ' i : : one

l i t t o the House of ^ o n r e m n t a t i v e s , i f j t thin1-"? 1') t ho

talre the n e o ^ o s a r y ^ t o o s ir, the nox t lar l l^ .ner . i" '; 'J :.ippo; nt •:,

1';]^-;;t O o n n i t t e e to f i n i s h the Lr.vost I ̂ ^ 1 on.

Committee
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