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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COuNMITTER ON FUBLIC VURKS,

BMALL ARMS FACTORY, LITHGOW,

Eroposed Incresse of Flant,

REPORT

The Parliamentary Standing Committea on Fublie Worke to
which the House of Representatives raferred for conw
siderztion and report the quastion of the extension
of buildings, plant, ets,, small Azms Factory, Lith=

gow, hams the honer to report as follownse

1. The gquestion as a whole is reveiving
the ocareful attention of the Committee, and a nunber
of witnesses has been called to give svidence on the
various. points requiring consideration,

2, In view, however, of an intimation ree
ceived from the Minister of Defence that it is of urgent
importance to his DVepartment that a decision should be
arrived at as early aom possible as to whether further
machinery is to be obtained for the Factory so that the
necessary orders may bhe placed forthwith, the Commitiee
has decided to coamunic.te to Farliament its decision

in regard %0 machinery, pending further consideration

of the question of the site and buildings respecting

whd Ak



(2)
. whioh _the evidence is not yet complete,
Bxisting Plant,
3. The plant at present inetalled in the
Small Arms Yactory at Lithgow was obtained by tha Cone
monwealth Government from the l‘x:att and Vhitney Jompany
of Hartford, Connecticut, U.S.A., under an agreement that
the machinery supplied was to be cgpu‘nle of manufacturing
at the rate of £ifty (50) M.L,=E, short rifles of the
latest spproved War Office pattern, with sword bayonets
and seabbards complete, per working dey of eight (8) hours,
when operated by 144 unskilled and not more than two skille
Australian workmen who were to be instructed by the Cone
tractor free of coat to the Commonwealth., This staff to
include all lshor other than that required for supervision,
clerical duties, tool room staff, engine and boiler tending,
Qnd shop labouring,
4, V In addition, or &s part of, the complete
Plant the ténder inoluded the cost of =
{a) A complete tooleroom squipment of precision machinery
for reproducing the gauges, tools and milling cute
ters, repairing the machines and appliances, and
grinding the cutters and tools, The number and

type of the tooleroom mschines, etc., were to be
epecified in detsil.

(b) Two complete sets of toole mnd milling cutters for
the different machines.

(e) Three complete sats of gauges, vizi=
1 set of working gauges
1 get of inspaction gauges
1 set of reference gauges and masier gauges
for same,

(a)



{3)

(a) Machinery for menufacturing paocking cases of
atandard War Off'ice patterns for paocking the
specified output of rifles and bayonets,

(e} “he cost of delivery, shipment, and erection at
the factory in Auatralia with the exception of
the cost of transit from the wharf at Sydney to
the factory which was borne by the Commonwealth,

(£} Detailed working plans of all Tixtures, fittings,
and arrangements which were required for the
various operations connected with the manufacture
of Bmall Arme and the propes instellation of the
machinery supplied and whioch were not included in
the vlant tendered for. These plans were to be
supplied within three months from the date of
signing the contract and were to be to the approva.
of the Inspecting Officer,

5. The amount of the accepted tender was
£68,144/8/3, and the time for completion of tender 68
weeks, This time, for ressons for which the Contracters
wers not responsible, was exceaded,

6. Luring the ysar 1913 certein additions
were made to the.machinery theraby increasing its estime
s..ted producing capacity by thixtysthree and oneethird per
oent « so that the existing munhinery under favorabls
oircumstances should he cspuble of turaning out 20,000
rifles per annum when working 8 hours per day.

7 ¥rom various causes this output has not
yet been attained, but the Committee is satisfied from
the evidence placed before it that the plant is capable
of turning out that nundber of rifles per annum,

Eresent Proposal,
8, The present proposal is to expend a sum

of



(4)
of £38,727 in duplicating such machines &s are necessary -
to enzble the factory to double the output possible with
the existing machinery,

Conmittee's Investipations,

9. The Committee has given careful attention
to this question of the increased output of rifies and is
of opinion that if the Commonwealth is to be independent
of outside assistance in equipping its Forces it should
Ye in a po.sition to procduae by noxmnal hours of lebor a
sufficient humber of riflen 30 meet its needs in times of
peace,

10, »'In the course of ite inquiriss, the Come
" mittee lsarned thet upwards of 15,000 rifles sre now re=
quired every year to arm new trainees in normal times,
while under existing a‘rrangcmentn 3,0C0 rifles are issued
pex ammum to rifle cluba,

1. Bearing in mind the fact that with ine
oreaging population the number of trainees per annum wi.ll
greatly inoresse, snd having in view the poseibility of
public sentiment or legislative action leading to greater
activity amonget rifle clubs, the Committee is of opinion

that an cutput of 20,000 rifles per annum from the Factory

would barely meet current needs and preclude the possibil-

ity



(5)
ity of lsying in a reserve supply of rifles whioch is
eninently desirable,

12, The Committee has not lost sight of the
fact aslss that, under existing conditions, if any ime
portant machine were to break down and no tiuplicate
were aveilable, the result might coneiderably limit the
output of the factory until such time as the machine
could b2 replaced = & process involving perhaps months
of delay,

13, It should perhaps be wmade clear that it
ia improbable that any machinery ordered now will be de=
livered under 12 or 16 months and that possidbly 2 or 3
mont.hs more will elapse before that machinery is installed
and in working oruer, Consequently it will be nearly 2

years before the additional machinery will be turning out

rifles,
Conaelusion.
14, The Committee after careful consideration

is of opinion that it would be advantageous from all
pointe of view for the Commonwsalth to have additional

plant and be capable of not only supplying its own neads
and laying in & roserve of rifles for future use, dut

also in time of stress by working the Factory continuously

possibly supplying other parts of the Eupire, it,
therefore
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(6)
therefore, racopmends that the additionsl machinery
nacessary to duplieate the present producing capacity
of the sxisting plent b.e purchaned,
1i5. The decision axrived at by the Committee
is shown in the following extract® from its Kinuteas of
Proceedingete

Seaator Story moved « That the Committee recommends
the purchass of additional machinery necessaxry to duplicate
the present producing eapacity ol the existing plant at the
Lithgow timall Arms Factory,

Seconded by Mr Gregory. Carried unaninmously,

Chairman,

Parliesmentary Standing Committee on Fublic worka,

120 King GLireet,
Helbourne, 17th June, 1915,



