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EXTRACT FROM THE VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS OF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES.

No. 90 of 10tk September, 1915,

12, Punuic Wonks CoumirTER—REFRRENCE OF Wonks—Custons Hoysy, SypNEY, &o.~Mr, Archibsld
moved, pursuant to notiee, That, in d with the proviai of the C¢ Itk Publio
Works Committea Act 1913-1914, tho following works bo reforred to the Parliamentary Standing
Committes on Public Works for theiv report thereon, viz, tme

Alterations and Additions to tho Customs Houto, Sydney.

Mr. Archibald having laid on tho "Table plans, &e., in connexion with the proposed works,
Question—put and passed,

PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS,

PROPOSED ALTERATIONS AND ADDITIONS
TO THE CUSTOMS HOUSE, SYDNEY.

REPORT.

The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, to which
the House of Representafives referred:for consideration and report the question
of the proposed clterations and additions to the Customs House, Sydney,
has the honour to Report as follows :—

1. The Customs property in Sydney which was taken over by the Commonwenlth
at the inauguration of Federation, is included in the Schedule of Transferred Properties,
and valued at—

Structure .. . . o £91,317
Fixtures .. AN . .- ,000 .
Furniture .. . ' . 1,600
Site, . . i, . .~ 30,000

Total .. .. . £125817

2. During the past 30 years the original building has been to a considerable
extent altered and added to in an endeavour to cope with the growing needs of the public
and the ataff. It is represented, however, that o point has now been reached when n
radical remodelling of ‘tho interior of the building is necessary to provide facilities for
effectually dealing with the Customs work in Sydney, and &t the same time providing
for its growth during the next 25 years..

3. In recent years the staff has of nccessity been somewhat crowded, and
aczommodation for the public has become inadequate owing to the immense increase of
business transacted through the Customs at the port of Sydney. The trade and Customs
revenue for the State of New South Wales, which amounted in 1901 to £2,383,709, had
increased by 1914 to £7,045,196, of which £6,772,492 was collected at Sydney—tho
collections for this port alone during the month of July, 1915, excceding those of the
whole of the rest of Australia put together for that month.

4. The Works Officers represent thab the only satisfactory solution of the
difficulty is extensive alteration of the interior of the building, substantial additions
to the existing structurc, and a re-planning of same to meet the requirements and
volume of present and future business. 16 is estimated that these proposals will
meet all requirements for the next 25 years.

Prorosep Work,

5. In the scheme of alterations provision is made for the re-arrangement of the
building s0 a5 to give ample space for the requirements of the public.” The “Long
Room,” in which a great deal of congestion has taken place in the past and which is aé
present most inconveniently situated on the fixst floor, is to be removed to the ground
floor and have adjoining it the Invoice Room, which is at present located on the sccond
floor. Both these rooms will be large and commodious and remodelled to suit present-
day requirements. Under this scheme the whale of the business in which the publie
tales part will be confined to the grennd floor ; greater facilities will be provided for the
efficient grouping of the staff; and in addition, temporary provision will be made for
the office accommodation of the Works and Electoral Branches of the Department of
Home Affairs, Two new clectric lifts are allowed for, and provision is mede for the
electric lighting and steam heating of the building.
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The remodelling will provide o total increased space of approximately 20,000
square feet, which is allocated as follows t—

Ta exlating bullding, Yn proposed bulldivg,
aq. It g, it

Comptroller-General .. . e e 6
Collector .. i . o 520 .. 520
Sub-Collector . o " 370 .. 433
Inspeotors .. . o .. 203 .. 573

Staff Clorks , DO oI 2ot
Lxamining Officers . . . L316 .. 1272

Jerquers ., . . o L16t .. 1,560
Boording Branch . . . 742 .. 1,006
Long-room staff - . o 1,248 .. 3220
Long-room public space . .. 850 .. 1,49
Invoice-room staft .. v o 2332 ., 3,800
Invoice-room public spaece .. " 870 .. 1,192
Warchouse Branch staff . . 1,600 .. 1,028
Warchouse Branch, public space . 492 ., 671
Registrar of Shipping .. .. . bdd .. 516
Office, Stores, and Records . .o 1072 .0 1,626
Excise Branch . . . 746 .. 1,292
Drawbacks . . . 522 .. 1,192
Accounts Branch . . LT .. 2,332
Correspondence Branch . Lo L2 L, 1,786
Statistical Branch- .. . o tL750 .. 2,256
Conference room .. .. . 1,038 .. 1,083
Paotents, Trade Marks, and Designs . 1,266 .. 1,660
Laborator: .. N « LB00 . 1,700

Unallotted space .. e . .. .
Navigation Department {first floor) Lo 1,925 .. 2218
Navigation Department (second floor) .. 788 .. 1,716
Navigation Department (third floor) .. 9712 .. 1,946

Harbor Pilots .. 257 .. 506
Homo Affairs . . .. 7,504 ., 11,870
Ministers’ rooms . . Lo 1,004 L0 1,004
Chretakers’ quarters .. . .. 973 .. 930
Federal Members' rooms - . 98 ..

36,659 56,633

EstimMateEp CosT.

6. The total cost of the project is set down at £37,500, and the time for completion
two yeors from date of commencement.

CoMMITTEE'S INVESTIGATIONS.

7. The Committee inspected the building nnd subsequenily examined the Collcctor
of Customs, New So“](:h Wales, ugl to the accm}m;odntion rcqni[rcd; the Woxg{s fdixrculor,
New South Wales, who explained th, ns of the proposed alterations and additions ;
and the President of the Mm Chamber of Commerce, as to the want of
convenience of the existing building, &e.

8. Tt was suggested that the present site of the Sydney Customs House was not
the most central one, and that it might be possible to obtrin a more suitable site and
erect a new building planned to meet up-to-date Customs requirements. The Committee
made inquiries into this question, but is satisfied that no adequate reasons exist for
removin;i' from the present site, which is most central and conveniently situsted for
persons having most busi with the Cust House,

9. The Committec Jearned that, at the present time, the Customs House, Sydney,
provides accommodation for several other branches of the Commonwealth service,
but ascertained that the existing building is so planned that even if the space so oceupied
were vacated the additional accommeodation would not fully meet Customs requirements.
When the projected alterations and additions shall have been completed there wil still,

7

be sufficient space to accommodate most of those branches other than Customs now
ocoy gxug spaco Wwithin the building, The Committes is of opinion, however, that it
should bo mado quite clear that such occupation is to bo merely temporary, and that
when the growth of the Customs Deportment, Sydney, demands 1t, such branches must
be propared to sccure accommodation clsewhere,

10. It was stated in ovidence that tho period of two years seb down for the .
completion of the alterations and additions was fixed upon on aceount of the intention
to endeavour to cnn'{ out the work without the removal of staff or disturbance of
[ busi The Committeo ascertained, on the other hand, thatif the building
wero vacated the proposed work could be completed within a period of sbout one year
at an estimated cost of about £29,500, while less inconvenience to the public would be
caused by removing temporarily to another building than by endeavouring to carry on
Customs business in the preseat building during alterations. In view of these facts
the Committee is sbrouﬁly of opinion that an endeavour should be made to obtain
accommodation to which the officials engaged in tho Customs House could be removed
during: the alterations. This would permit of the work being completed 12 months
carlicr and effect. o saving of approximately £8,000, less cost of removal and rent of
temporary promises.

RECOMMENDATION,

11, Tho Committee is satisfied from its investigations and from the evidence
tendered, that more sccommodation is urgently required for Customs Eurposcs at
Sydney. The slterations and additions pmf')ected meet the wishes of the Customs
Department and appear to the Committee to be sufficient to provide for normal growth
for the noxt 25 years, 'The Committee thereforo s ds that the work be put in
hand as early a8 conveniently possible,

Decistox.
12. The deoision arrived at by the Committee is shown in the following extract
from its Minutes of Proceedings :—
Mr. Gregory moved—That the proposed alterations aud additions to
the Customs %{ouse, Sydney, be proceeded with in danco with the d
subnitted to the Committee.
Seconded by Mr. Laird Smith.

Carried unanimously. E : , %

Cheirman,

‘Office of the .
Parlinmentsry Standing Committee on Public Works,
120 King-street,
Melbourne, 26th October, 1915,




MINUTES O EVIDENCE.

(Taken at Sydney.)
TUESDAY, 28t SEPTEMBER, 1015,

Present: -~
Mr, Revxy, Chaoirman;
Senator Xeating, M. Finlayson,

[

Sonator Lynch, Mr. Grego!
Senator Slory,' Mr, Sumps?;:,
Mr. Fenton, 3fr. Laird Smith,

Georgo John Oakeshott, F.L.A,, Works Director
for Now South Wales, Dopartment of Home
Affairs, sworn and cxnmincg.

1. To the Chairman,—I submit plans prepared by
me showing the Sydney Customs ITouso as it is gt
present and as wo proposo to alter it. Following
is n briof abstract of the history of tho build-
ing:—

Prior to 1883.—Tho original building,
whick consisted of tho contral portion (be-
tween east and west wings), now eccupied by
longroom, invoice room, &c., was standing,
three stories in height. (No record plaus
i for dato of completion in drawing offico.)
1883,—Tho addition of cast and west wings
1o a hoight of three stories, also colonnade on
ground floor at front, and the addition of
King’s Warchouse and lavatorics, &e., in
yard.  Ono story in height. 1808.—The
addition of two  storics over King’s Warc.
house, making that block threo stories in
hoight, 1808 and 1809.—Tho addition of two
oxtra storics over front portion of building
and cast and west wings, also tho addition of
colonnado to first floor at front, 1905,—Re-
modelling of main stairway.

Tho present building, owing to tho incresso of

ition of

which is now under Stato control, must also be re-
moved, It occupies tho cast wing, and its prin.
cipal business is signing on mon and giving them
their discharges. I do not know under what Do~
partment that offico will como when the Naviga-
tion Act is put into force, Wo lavo nsked the
State to remove the office clsowhere, and I
believe their reply has been, “What is
the good of our turning out and getting
fresk offices when the Commonwealth in a fow
weeks will hiave to take tho branch over itself1”
1t is desirablo to movo that servico away from this
building in any case, beeauso the most undesirablo
Jot of men gather and lounge abont on the enstern
pavement, where tho tram terminus is.  Somo
other bujlding nearer to tho docks would bo much
moro suitable, and avoid the presont sorious con-
gestion on the pavement, Tho Federal membors
room is also to ba transferred from this building
to_the new C 1th Bank Building, now
going. up in Ditt-street, The present staireaso is
considored to spoil the entrance, and the
stairs aro to bo placed in n fresh posi-
tion, leaving o clear 18-foot vestibulo lead-
ing_ from tho front entranes into the
public lobby. Desks for the public aro provided
pposite tho in tho long . On the
eastern sido is & spaco in which a fireproof stair-
cago will bo built from the ground floor to tho
fifth. Tho present antiqua curiosity called a
lift must go. On the western sido will be g lobby
for two clectric lifts, each with enges 7 feet by 6 ft.
6 in, The present proposal is that ono shall b
attended and the other automatic. A good denl
of overtimo is worked in all the Departments,
and it is thought desirable that officers should Lo
able to avoid climbing the ctairs after office
hours. We propoza to build over the wholo
aren on the ground floor, ineluding the yard.
On tho western front n stairease will lead down
to b

trado gonerally in Sydnoy, and tho imp
Protectivo dutics, hae been found insufficient for
requirements.  Customs businesa is considorably
)i d, icularly in tho long- om and the

asement str nceded for warchouzo
and long-room purposes, On the south-cast corner
an oxcavation will be mado for the Loilor-room,
“:hiclg will carry ﬂ.l‘u hoilers for heating, vacuum

invoice-room, which aro 1 P y q for
their purposes. An attompt is made in tho new
plan to confina tho wholo of the business in which
the public take part to thoe ground floor, to save
them mounting the stairs or using tho Jift. They
will ‘pnss from the front entrance into the lobby,
and from thoro Liave dircet aceess to the long-room,

-room, an )} 1. On. tho samo
floor will bo also a small room for the Rogistrar
of Shipping, The public also havo to have touch
with the Collector, the jerquors, and the drawback
offlcors, but the volumo of business in that diroo.

and v purpokes, Tho cleetrie
power will be obtained from tho City Council, On
the first floor, tho main alterations are the raising
of the floor of tho central front block to tho same
Jevel a8 tho remainder of the floor, which will not
ba very costly, but is most necessary; and the
Luilding of an annex to ench wing, practically
doubling the accommodation in the wings, Thoe
floor of the open aren loft will consist of
a flat roof, covered with pavement lights, in
order to give a flood of light in tho long-rocn
below, There will be very cﬂi,ciont Iighting‘li_n

tion is much smallor, Tho pri

is in tho long-room, To carry out this schome on
tho ground floor it is necossary to demolish ens
tircly the central wing, This is not a costly
matter, a3 it is only brick and coment, and not,
construetionally, of very great value. Tho King'a
Bond is at present neecmmodated in o small room
in tho yard. A placo must bo found for it clse-
whero, and to this the ller-G 1

both the invoi and the long: iis
will make the leng-room very imposing. Wo
have had to ineluds n somewhat undesirable
clement in the boarding braneh, beeauso its officors
are in closo touch with tha Collector, undesirabls
becauso the people they deal with are mostly
Asintics; but wo lave mado n separate entraneo
for them from the soulh-eastern corner, with a
to an entrance on tho first floor. This

al o
Customs hns agreed. Tho Shipping Department,
F.14557,—D.

part is shut off from the rest of the building. On



1

n covtuin height. When theso aro com- 8 To Senator Story~1{ tho premiscs wers
pleted v~ shall have o cortain amount of toom to  vacated T conld save, voughly, £6,000 iu the cost
whieli to transfor oflicers, 8o that tho work can go  of tha work, bringing tho total cost down o bt
en clsawhere, Tho noxt stago will bo to proceed  £20,000. The Ilome Affairs Dopartment could
with the eastern wing, whero the shipping office  be ily housed clsowhere, It would help

10

(hs second floor, tho mufn elieration consists of ol Duligtzg.  New Tutidlog.
tho additien of two nunexes fo tho cast and wost M‘“h’“”“lﬂ ‘wnﬂl'”““ﬁ"‘ 18 e
wings and the clevators, The cxternal walls of \'n(v‘i::tli:ml lk;,’_,‘,,,‘,'m (tira oW
tho annexes over tho longeroom. aro to bo of “foor)  as v PR 7 B 1,040
reinforced  conerote, Wo do ot proposo dimbor Pilots - s 23T . (]

on the ground floor would at once give s necom- A gront deat if the other Depariments were moved
N ] . | : h

t‘?l (ouc.l: (ll‘m tr‘:mdd. . l?“t the thix ﬂ’ﬁn }\llm:hfg{.ll{;oln- o 7,:%?,‘. l}:ﬂ,‘: wodation for n wumber of clerks,  Tho next temporarily, ollowing the Custams Branch to ye-
’ev nmn‘ i" lc:’n ‘1_ nalnm‘l 0 \\? nnnexns.” 10 Uarelakier's Quarters v Mot 960 thing to do will bo to raise tho floor of tho first main, but tho Electoral Branch could mot bLe
}.c“lc"i’c"; t'B s °““°b“‘;' "3 ““:’1“0“",“99"; Federal Members® Jooms 708 figor and then proceed with thoe wholo of the moved until the Reforendum has Leen taken,
] o:kc, n ‘iﬂu “? enn S“f{)ﬂ""m' m'ﬂl ““'Y “ID nol Ttale e front block.  The ceiling of tho ground foor 1t would be worth while to effect & portion of the
it li'::d ml‘o“;bfi’? 'ixnxll:l i“t 1;;3 bco\l‘scdm}:;' rcc‘x\:;ﬂ - - W of the front block will necessarily be raised when  saving, but against that weuld have to bo set off
N y - —

the lovel of the first floor is allered.  Tho thoe reut paid for temporary premises and the
prosent life  would remnin_in us» until the cost of trancfer both ways,
{u-' lifts qro pleted.  We_ should 9. To Senator Kealing.—~There may bo some
mild the olectric Jifts as soon ns possible, and  diffieulty in finding a conveniont placo fo which to
the next operation would bo to build tho new yove tho Departmonts, T understand that the
stairense,” We could then domolish tho existing  Commonwenlth Bunk is to bo finished, aceard-
stairease, nnq complete_the hall through into glw ing to the estimate, in six months, There
long-room, Then would follow & general finishing  will be no room thero for any officers fram
up stago, very incouveniont fo all concorned. Tho  this building, escopt temporarily,  Tho Jand
Conu[\lroller-(_ienerul of Customs tells us that it 38 tax hronch, I boliove, is going there. Against
hardly p;nc'ucnblo to move his Depnrtinent out  the saving of £8,000 wauld have to le set
?f the b“’”"_‘& As un architeet, I sny that there  off tho cost of housing the Departments else-
is no comparison Lotween dllo conveniened of doing  whero aud the cest of removal cach way. That
tho work in an erapty building as against an cecu-  matter would have 1o be gone into very carefully.
pied one. T know of no Stato building i the laenlity avail-
4. To Mr. Fonlon—3y Department could able. The State wants estru accommodation as
move out, but the Customs authorities say it it is. It is unlikely that I shall be able
would dislocato tho business of th country sv to do the work with an empty building. I am
weh if thoy moved out that 5t would be almost afraid it will Yo necessary to enrry ont the work
impracticablo, Tho structuso passed over to the piceemeal. T would cotainly ndopt the alierua-
€ Ith g8 a t 1 property at n  tivo if possible. T tried to persunde the Customs
valnation of £01,317, fixtures £3,000, furniture Department that it wns possible, but they deeided
£1,600, sito £30,000; total, £125,817, not, and from their point of view T think they sro
B. To Mr. Finlayson.—~Tho time oceupied in right.
manking tho alterations will dopend on tho faeili- 10, To Mr. Sumpron.—There would not b
ties I have to move the Departments. I expeet enough voom for the “Peade and Custeans Departe

tion purposes. The aunoxes are earried ono lo0r  hq total inercased pace is thus, roughly, 20,000

higher than the rest of tho building, the main square feet, of which the Trade and Customs Do-
cjens being to got the doublo Jight, on one WInE  partment takes 13,000, tho Navigation Dopart-
for the laborntory and on tho ether for the draw-  jnont 9,400, and Tomo Affairs Depnrtment 4,300,
ing oflices for my own staff. ,On tho sixth 00r  \Whore o cutting down is shown it vopresonts the
will bo situated the gnrclr’xkcra quarters and the  (Jityation of wasto spaco, ‘Tho ccunter Iength
tuotor-room for the 1ift, ‘Tho lavators s tho X is i d from 74 feot to 100
“l““"“ is provided on tho sonthorn sido towards  foor 'y tho involce-room from 74 feot to 150 feot,
tho Lute, oue block in the western wisg, oud the 08" o warchouse branch from T3 feot to 88
other in the southern end of the mmex to the g0 "1y the Home Affairs Department, the space
castern wing, on practically all the floors, Theso ¢" iy olorks of works has been moro then
azc ;:\“:x’:'{fﬂ:&;}”;?g{ ‘:)"‘;&t'g% z‘;{rigg;‘i(‘}:?; Joublod, this great inerease being required owing
¢ . ? e i it i
r;lf smell outering tha buildiug. On the second !fh;ho introduction ofht:‘m![::hcy of Quy ‘],::g:‘:
Lo ¢ ion 3
i lf"f“ml]{“{l""’f roon and lavatories ar0 o150 'ig gt prosont very congested, is also nently
}nos\l)yccngzrgo‘:i i:l ‘:‘m‘":t‘!‘“‘; stci'é:lq’?:nc:’ch“]t:: ?1:2 donbled, and the clectoral branch recoives an in-
floor whove, ~These lavatories wers put there Lo crenso of 1,500 squaro feet, principally on account
caneo there was mutel less traffio § b of Uiz new eyetom of cards. It is for the Cabinat
aflic in that part. On 0 300 whether the: two xeoms for the usc of
the fifth floor wo havo a luncheon-room for the . c‘ ° il bs\ Y Qi i this r?] idi TRooms
women,  On the first floor wo had a vaeant space | inls b‘;ﬁ will bo, !“!‘M‘.“. “s b mmg. o B‘mx‘k
:_\t‘(he eiul o(f the mf‘l!lt wing, and wo made l\mtl lnlsol 1o been, ?U otted 1o ’",‘"hﬁ';zn’:; (o ooms hove
into a lavatory. Tha sanitary plumbing will all P Jg-giniel e
comne down in tho ons spaca cny the cast wing. Wo il caso tho Minister of Customs visite Synoy, 80
nro putting_in o new series of counters in ko that ho may bo near lis Collector or Oomptroller-
long-room, invoice and warchouse rcoms.  Tho Genoral. It is nlso vory desirablo to have good

floors and vestibule and public space on the rooIs vaeant in offices of this kind for confer- tho work will take two years. mont in this building without any alterations
ground floor will be of marble. The walls of ences and dop i ho P Llor-G al 6. T Mr, Laird Smiih.—T havo Ind to leave . Leing made, even if the_Xomo Affuirs and the
the vestibulo and hall will also bo_of ‘marblo. thinks tho extra spuco for tho Navigation Dopart- big margin in cstimating tho cost on account of Electoral branches and Federal bers' rooms
Anstralian stono will bo used. Now South Wales ment will bo sufficient. Wo havo mado the space hurving to do tho work piceemeal, Wero romoved, beeanse the present Customs e
furnishes tho best marble in the world. in the long: sud invel ffeient for o

%, To Mr. Finloyson—Under the new sehioms comuadation is g0 wrongly plamed. We should
the idea is that the Ifome Affairs (including the perhaps have sufficient superfieial area, but tho
Tleetoral Branch) may le turned out at any convenience of tho Customs Depurtment and the

2, To Senalor Keating.—Wo can obtain local good many years, Wo generally caleulate about
marble in commercial quantitivs, A great quan- twenty-fivo years ahead. Tho olectric Tight will

tity has already been ehipped for use in the Com- 0 g| tho | from tho moment when the Trade and Customs Departinent public comid not bo properly met \yithum alterns
monwenlth Offices in London. b‘rllscmcm to tho top floor. Gas will bo kept‘ for requiveshs the space. The extra space for Customs  tions, Jt would grontly help certnin Lranches of
e Junel ol 3

business ineiudes {he spree mow cceupied, and  the Customs work to leave them tho building to
proposed to be occupied, by my branch, the Tlec- thcmgolvcs, but the pinch is being felt mostly in
toral Dranch, and tho Tedernl members.  Un- tho loug: and the in y .nml ihat
Aoubtedly, in time wo shall have to go out of tho congestion would stilt exist nnless alterations wero
Ymilding nltogetker, when tho Customs Deopart- made. No donbt nsiner alterations could be made,
et requires the spaee. I om not in favour of but it would only le patchwork, T believa all tho
tho shipping oftice being rotnined in this building, spaco at the uew Conumonwealth Bank is allotted.

5. To the Chairman.~Thoe Comptroller-
CGioneral lins at present no room here. In the new
plan ho gets 53¢ square feot. Tho Collector of
Customs vomains in his own room. Tho sprce
in square feet compares a8 followsi—

Ol Bullding,  New Dullding
- 516
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whera it 18 specially required, The vacnum clean-
ing installation will bo worked by suction from
tho basoment, and tho Tefuse disposed of in the
heating furnace. The heating system will, I pre-
sume, bo by radintors,  Tlio present entrances
from Loftug-strcat and Young-street are abolished

Comptroller-General .

¢ ollectar . .~ #ag by the new schen, as is also tho yard entranco oven if it should mean o _distribution of netivitics 11, To Mr. Laird Smith.—~I do not think the
Sub-Collector .. - 333 from tho westorn front. ‘Theve will bo only two connceted with the Trade and Customs Depart- form of covmter matters mnch. It all depends ou
Inspectors . 473 the general neo from tho front

Rl Cierks -
1ixamining Oflicers
Jerquers .. .
Bonrding Branch ..
Long-room Stuff
Long-room publle spnce
Involce-room Stafl .. .
Invoice-room publie space .o
\Warchouse Branch StafT .

ment,  Tho remeval of the shipping offico will tho plqm\iug of the room. We have il.lll'()(lllccll a
tuke nway from this building o ver desivabl o cular counter to’dcnl with pessible conges-
clement. Tho men I refer to wonld in hotter con-  tion.  In the New York Customs Houso they
Yogs  alterations is £37,600, whith covers overything, venjenced by a building nearor the Docks. Cap- have an elliptical-room, with tho counter running
3220 including lighting and heating. Extra furnishing tain Cumming, the Suporintendent of Navigation, round ho ollipse, and a comparatively swall
5300 will bo roquired by the extra spaco. That cstimato b o will bo in this building, but tho shipping ofies  amount of space for the staif, the whole of th
3508 covors all tho fixtures, but not tha furniture, The does wot come vnder hit, It will be most. incon- centre_part being dovoted to the public; but my
1028  vacant ground in front of the building doos not venjent to keep the King’s Bond hore, as it neeos- objoction is that the publie have too mueh room,

@ Dbeleng to tho Commonwealth, If we could turn sitates bringing heavy drays in through the lane. dnd it becomes n sort of possipping rocim. The
1,026 tho whole of the Customs Department out during A bond somewhere near the quays would ko much  stafl thers are inconvenienced by leing out of

1254 ond n emall entranco in tho south-east corner for
Vsgs  tho boarding branch, Tho estimated cost of the

Warehouse Branch public space
Regisizar of Shipping .
Oflice, Stores, und Records ..

Excise Branch . yope  the progress of the work, and have tho building E noro convenient, Both Colonel Owen and mysell touel: with the other officers who !m\'e to deal with
Drawhacks .- o Lizz to oursclves, we could carry out the alterations have been in lation with the Comptrollor- the papers, In our plan the officers are brought
-C\ﬁ::“:f:mﬁm‘:f‘hmm-’; . f;ggﬁ in about half tho time; but that is copsidered jm- Goneral in Melboume in the preparation of the inuch closer togethor.

tatitical Braneh " shgg  Dracticable. Wo shall have to do the work piece- plans, I havo_also consulted Mr. Barkloy, amd 12, To Senator Lynch.—I donbt whether thy

Conference_Romn

.. O ¥t T Tosz  meal The firast operation will bo to find & now
Tatents, Trade Marks, and

Wo have arrived ab what we regard as & mutually prosent building will earry wmore than five slorics.

o - habitat for tho King's Bond. and tho Shipping sntisfactory conclusion, Tho plans have met wit It already earrics two storics more than it was
Ix{l)xxfﬂ’u‘r 3 }'Egi; . }'3'(“13 Master, demolich the yard, and begin on tho the approval of tho Customs Depnrtment; they originally intended to carry, and I should net
Unatiotied space v UL agee  Portion of tho longroom and the invoise- have made 1o suggestions ehich T havo ot been  like (5 add anothier withort: carsful cxaminaton,

Mavigation Departmient (first room included in the yard space, Wo can

i ) ablg to adopt. 1 nm not an advoente of sky-serapers. Five
maor) .. . 1025 .. 2,218 then build tho annexes to the wings to
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storles is a good leight, Tt isa dificrent matter  VVilljam Ienry Barkley, Collector of Customs, this Iuilding a emall reom where ye Lak up o alermtions are made, it the roonis At pre-
if you uro sure of proper foundations, I under Now South Wales, sworn and examined, opivm and othor eolzed gocds, The practico  sent cecupied Ly oilor Departments and by Fede.
stand_that two rooms will do for the lighthouso 18, To the Chairman—I control the 178 Cus. hers is to send tho goods, which in other States ral m:mll.'era are not_ available, wo enn ocenpy
branch. in Sydney, Al the aetunl pdnnqx:ll'rn- oms ornl in the buildi o 4 g0 to the King's Bond, to Jieensed goneral waree  thom with advantago s timo goes on,

tion iy dono from Melbourne. This building aro not adequate for carrying on tho work, I houses, wharo flie proprietors chargo apccial rates 2L 70 Senalor Story~It by removing tome

wag built on the harbor foreshore, and tho tidos g . o preseribed by regulation. o really have no il e ‘ 5
o e o, Wit v v u s el iy o T ropmednton o n Ko Sl 20"l sy v ] Tk e
tho Tank stroam ran undor & carncr of it, The Metlor was go 'y my p ) SR Yo physically impossitle, for inslance, at the 4 P

4 fon i 3 vont Mills, and cortain_preposals woro mado for re- naye,

";-‘m,' cviso forb qll:]tht:n :]' d&“ :ncom&mncg modolling tho building, 'This, I think, is necos- front_ Momiont to l’;{& 100 ‘lmlcll of paper 22, 7o Mr. Laird Smith—If tho offices aro not
e A b e A L requiroments vty "y Bty ins® Varcowss Tx, 28 72 4 situated, loss of timo s caused to
tion undoubmdlIl rently im; girs cfieloncy, Tho for probably fificon or twenty years, or possibly Hing's Warchonso olsowlioros but it sl l’{ the public as well a8 to our own staff, At prosent
conditions in “,'z ﬁng—rzcm I;‘ times aro g.hul]y. doublo that period if the wholo building be dovotod bo handy to tlio Customs lcmso {f polssiblo.ouj([ our correspandence-room is on tho thir floar.
L have heard of no com Inints from tho Board of "‘lfd:‘[’;"’vely A;l") .g“‘xt:f}';‘cio}"l‘l" ::(x:)!c.h n£ 3 E‘.’:szg"‘l’ undorstand that no provision is mado jn the now %‘ ’]";“I‘l be f" “'l" ""”? floor ns ‘!f". mhfl’ maimn
ﬂlctnlth. {hoﬂxlncox‘nl\l',ci{ucncf‘bw éel]tlebiy.; rﬂ:wof aé«:lf:: m:ml:c ;’ \\'oulglnéx Do sufficient for hrasent. e d“. Y plan: for :\;cl;‘ a bond, and lilt 'x_nny, ;hcn‘:{ore, bo p::":d""l‘lm c‘;:m:':‘o"l d::::%l-l:gm?r?; ‘(“‘)"’l"‘; g“ :"ll‘o
ut more by tho publie, o Lollee 1o . necessary ira accommodation for tho pur- ' &

toms has had complaints Jfrom tho public about b:,%?:o e dla{fulsy - “m‘:,fﬁ]}z,f o o largo pose, If the present plans for the Jongroom I:md 5“’"%”",‘:" as tho Co"ccltor'a roomi o“ﬁ. pﬁ""nf
the accommadation in the invoico and long rooms. L:uo not. b ‘cunuglf Sir ly to givo us oxtra savoice-room aro adopted, thera will Lo no room  drawbac "'C,‘l’f“ i up, d‘ “f,‘; or iour ¢ ights o
I do not know that the publie grumble abous spacs would ngot ovoreoms tbupmnin d’lsﬂ‘xculty. Tho to build & King's Warehouso on this site, beequso f)l:l:’lr:.a rtt‘ll};;l ,.)"f cucl«:;:; fl‘;:ld ?h “23?} o k:";“:r oysx
climbing tho stairs, but it will be o great SO Lublio aro not well oatored Tor in this buiding v . thoso roome practieally take up tho wholo of the tho p g )lt P o ﬂ.° g 5 ,h“
veaiesico to hiave all the rooms used Ly the public The dntion in the I is al 1 ground space, If it wero possiblo, it would bo an ‘io catl Wo put ou ?pe;:u 'ol loers '},m ‘; e
on the ground floor, They do grumblo about hav- inndequate. At timos It is ;mc);“o\'orcrowdcd. ndvantago to havo the King's Warehouso here, T therois a rush of work, The room whera fhore

ing 10 go up omo floor for ane branch and s Enow of 110 other Commonywenlth building in the I most dday is tho iuvoicc-room, whoro the fn-

down for another. I have submitted my estimato £ | l:os&.gg;!?‘ﬁ:&';dcﬁ:fl"goiﬁvﬁt‘:; L}zl!l:c}:;l city suitablo for necommolating branches of tho  Voices for geods subjoet 10 add valoram rates are
to Colonol Owen, and ho has not disapproved of et South Wales was just over £7,000,000, of v Custowms Dopartinent in enso of an ovorflow from Sramined.  Tho officers who do_that work must
it, Tho estiinate was made on the 8rd Saptember this £6,772,492 was colloutod ot Sydncy, ' Thta ju this building, bo skilled in the Tariff, end in fho decisions
of this year, an iuerenso over Inst year, which sould bo po selnting theroto, If the invoice work is bekind, I

;i y 19, To Mr, Fentan—Tho Brishano Customs  generally require the whola of the invoice staff 1o

13, To AMr. Gregory.~The space at present  counted for to somo extont by the alteration in tho
occupied by Departuents other than the Oustoms Tariff, especially as regards tho Excisa dutics.
is 8,804 square feot, If straight out tenders were Yo trade of the port shows a gradual inercaso all’
called, with no preference, thoy would ba very  the time, It is undoubtedly groving every year.
Ligh if it wore aranged that tho Customs Depart-  Not much ndditional work has yot been put on
ment should not bo removed during the progress the Customs De artment by the taking over of
of the work, because no tenderer would put in a low Lighthouses or tho contemplated taking over of
tender on such an inconvenfent arrangement, Mo tho Navigation Dopartmont. I do not think
would not know how much he would be delayed,  thoso ecrvices will affoct the present Customs sfaff
For that roacon day labour is infinitoly better in yery mueh, I expeet o sggnmto sub-branch will
a cnso of this kind, beeauso thero would be 1o Lo formed to control thoso Departmonts, Tt would

Touse has nceommodation for onded geads, and  Pemain tehind for an hour in .the afternoon to.
mnkes revenus by charging a rental, If we hnd PV it up. The propased seuti-cireular counter
n bond storo, it would mean extrn rovenuo whieh Wil be an advantage to tho jublie, s

at prosent goos into private pockets, Not vory 23 7o Senalor Tynch~Tho public is con.
mueh wark is involved on this Department iy 8iderably Inconveuionced nt present. I have gono
dealing with esports, npart from tho statistics} into ““,’ longxcom aud the invoice-room on a
records, T tako it that an escoptionally high pro. &ummer's afternoen, and boen very glad to get
tectivo Torifl would lossen imports and deereazo out of "{c'“. owing o their crowded con-
fur worls, which wonld mean o doereased staff; hue  diticn,  Tho invoiee-room s at present on tho
it is possiblo that, oven with a deercased rovenue, third floor, and it will Lo o grent convenienco

. A itnini, islat 10 tho public to have tho three prineipal rooms
compensation to pay for delay. It would not put  certninly bo advisablo to have fhem all undor eno 5‘,‘: ,‘,‘;‘:;kl,’;";ic:‘;?"d'?:";;],:js ;fﬁ's}wo:c:‘;;]; ": cn the }.’romxd floer.  Our total s?nﬂ' x'sp400; Lut
tho Iomo Affairs Department on its mottlo if  roof, and thoro is littlo doubt that as time &o08 on I |, Proposa & 5%t in Tudes tha outside stafl, Thern has b
¢ o1yt ioro 1 5 would' enormously inereasa our work, Wolind o that includes tha ontsi e stall, Thers has heen
tenders woro caled, 1t does not need to bo put  this building will become moro and more insuffi- S N ho appreciable inerease in the staff in the Jagt
¢ 4 ) . - . tasto of that in tho Marvester case, T ean seo na 10 appreciable fneren o, stait in the Jast
on its mettle; it is nt high pressure now. ciont for our purposes,  Wo have an immenso ¥ ? o 5 year or two.  We nro now working shorthanded
14, To Senator St T transhipment trade in this port with the Islands reason why wo eould ot shift temporarily, it by ¥ forty have to th dg ave taken
start b:ildieh'm f&.:.eﬂff.’ﬁ i"fmﬂlxm ?mxf A Now Zealand. - This is not represcnted by so doing Mr. Qakeshott could mavo £2,000 ju - ,ﬁ,’o‘it 2‘:::,.%31 ‘,2,,,“ L‘\r:r‘:ri:‘l'lln(i,s ?,“’u le?wﬁnvfn
[ e Rt g il o il o LY g o 2 L 8 S o s s
to remove the King's Bond and Shipping rol stom ! o burnt down, wo shoudd hava to chift, Duild deerenss in the biieiency of tho stalf owing to
;\lflr‘l's)(gsro gﬁﬁf’;ﬂsﬁ"{’o"ﬁ :eﬁ;xra“pms:ﬁszi_s for that {’c‘;’;‘ g‘;"}{'&:g{%{l B;fxotc‘itc:c,";sl?o:ffg;o :;l];l?ul::n?l’f ing_alterations must necossurily hampor the  the ,l"?““%scg‘l‘:‘;l’c“,“r"}c,’-" T!I‘,‘]’l:";::““‘\ss t'i':;m}:
0 N 8 i3 11 q . i H 1v- ) g

consltruc(ion branch is con %u 1T ml-dns'm{ Tho Ifomo Affairs officials consulted mo sovoral Iublie and ofieinls; and if a 37 iho invoico-room has existed since fh 52 o “-]

( coneerned, I could stari times about the plans for altoring the bl situated pleco condd ha obtained at a reasoi- Lo ek existed since the ingeption
to-morrow, i ond T hod a smrﬁl aub-commitu:ogcf iy chiff ablo rental, and with reazonable  accopmo. of the first Tarifl, Wo rolioved it somewhat by
¢ 36. To ‘m-"f I'_‘mluy.mn.—I. gould furnish tho officers inted to look into them and l'gx'wrt on Sation for tho stal, it would eorvo tho interosts ;’r‘alsle‘!xim ':n: '3;‘::?11]3:831'::(‘1’?;:& “: quntcc;l:onn;’;

) ' i cors appoin K n . i " i b s i 1 v . 1NN
“:i’:::‘m‘s?‘”:u ;;::tn‘::?;ﬁl:,(ﬁ‘;:l:v;:}d be nccessary  N0IT suitability, Cortain siiggestions: wore mado gir::bo r %’}mc::d. thooa.nﬂ’ l:\,t‘l.r.-r ﬂ:)?n”to romain tates.n division of tho fnvoico skngﬂ'. 'Fll:s inofezns‘n
to mako the buildiné suitnble for the Cnslonxx’ay which T understand Lavo been ndopted. Tt would would bo exnen(rl:(:l‘ 5““;;;'{:‘; )‘?;: the (::Lr,n:‘;;x‘;:f in tho trade of tho port—both: import and dis.
Department only, I am nfraid T should atill lnve 203 great ndvantago if all the activitios associatad promises. If it mennt n saving of only £4,000, ¢ fribting—has Leen gradual over sinco Federn.

do crect aunesos if the Iome Affairs and Eloctoral  Witlt the Customs Department waro housed in this would bo sworth while tp make the attempt, and T tien.

. " Luilding. It is no disndvantago to have tho othor H irocti _—
hn;:;dl]c‘sa \:;;:o g:::):ﬁ; —The plens Davo. bes Departrionts—soch o Homo Affairs and Eloo. would do my bost to Telp in that direction. ekt
made for thy ben dlinn Tor the pCuxoms ‘Bu ‘_z“ toral—hore, If tho alterations on the ground floor 20. To Mr, Sampeon.—X conld not suggost any (Tekn at Sydnay.)
meut only, in the disbs futuro, I do mot ']’l‘: for the ]ong-n?m.n and invoieg-room were carried other way of altering tho building to suit our FRIDAY, 00TOB! ”
to. keep p:snnuncnt accommo dmi.on hero for mp? out, the remaining spaco in the building, ns it 3 ’ roquirements, even if ths Iemo Affairs and s dor OBER, 1915,
own bennel 'y stands, \v(:u]df bﬁ st(x}{ﬁeicnt f((ir tllo' prcsoné; :I‘Elcgtoml brnnlchcs ;'acntcdl rh?ir pms(;lrnt spiee. Prosent:
Tequirements of the Customs narantine, an t is essentinl to have tho ong nud invoico i .
17, To Senator Lynch.—1 cannot say how long  TLighthouso Departments, if wo had the Homo roam3 officers ench occupying uni large room, Mr.' Rirey, Ch”m‘"“.’
the proposed altorations will meet the roquires  Nffpirg floor,  Thoro is o great  disadvan- ind thoso two main roonss must bo kept to- Senator Keating, | 2r. Finlayson,
mante, Tho Navigation Branch 3s an unknown tago in having tho shipping office in this o gothor,  This yondors structursl alteration im-  Senstor Lynch, Mz, Gregory,
quantity to me, ~The Quurnpmxo Brnnch.was Tilding, Tt should bo' somowhors at the porative. No other practical courso is open, I Senater Story, Mr. s"!"PS“"v,
agatnst coming in here. 1t is at present In N waiersside, not beeauso it s under Stato am afraid it would not meet our requirements Mr. Fenton, Mr. Laird Smith.
,’i“‘l““'g "“‘ld"’ﬁ bolonging 1o tho Sydnoy Ferries, control, but because of the class of mon who have. simply 1o give s full possossion of tha wholo of  Perey Thomns Owon, Dirertor-General of We, ks,
Tho tps‘!oms opartment has gono into tho ques- 1o attend nt it. Even if that offico comes under the prosent building, us the difficulty regarding the Depariment of Home Aflnirs, aworn and e
m“dol its futuro requirements, and it is under- the Customs Department under tho Navigation invoia-room and- long-room would" still  ro- rmined,
;Iloo that f)lw Home Affairs will havo fo givo up  Aet, it will hp no disadvantage to havo it in & main,  If wo coyld 8ot over iho difienlty 24 To the Chairman—~I have grave daubty
115 space when the Customs Department requives te build Vo hayo feally no King’s without the  fundamental olierations  now  whether this is tho proper wlaee for n Cuatomas

it Warehause in S':vnlnc.\'. There is at the back of broposed, I hould be delighted, Even when  Houso at all. Tt was probalily located here sosa



ufter Caplain Cook arrired, In the carly doys
olt tho trafiie was at Circular Quay., Whon evi-
denco was being taken with regard to the Central
Postal Sorting Station, Syducy, the Secretary
for tho Harbor Trust told us that tho inovitablo
extension of the morcantilo marino was towards
Darling 1larbor and westward, and that Woolco-
mocloo Bay and other baya must, iu time, becomo
plonsuro resorts.  This building is closo to a tor-
tuin number of hants; but the dovel

of Sydney is geing on south from lere, and in
fifty years the Customs Ilouse will be on the out-
skirts of n Greater Sydney,  Tho Committeo
ehonld consider the question of trying to get it
ddoser to the main contre of the mercantile
winring and futare pepulation, I suggest west of
George-street, and south of Darling Iarbor
Lridge. The present Central Railway Station is
really the correct centro of a Greater Sydnay.

25, T'o Mr. Qregory,—1I do not think the expen-
diture of £37,000 would be a good addition to tho
present property. It cannot bo a good investmont
for the peoplo to Toeate a big Commonwealth func-
tica in the wrong part of the city.

(Taken at Sydney.)
WEDNESDAY, 6rx OCTOBER, 1915,

Prrsenz:

Mr, Ruey, Chairman;

Senator Keating Mr. Finlayecn
Senator Story Mr, Gregory
Mr, Fenton Mr, Laird Swith,

George Arthur Parkes, President, Sydney Cham-
er of C' sworn and ined.

26, To the Chairman.—At a full meeting of
the Council of tho Chamber of Commerco this
morning, I submitted the question whether the
prezent was the best position for the Customs
Hougo, The reply was thet the Customs House
was in the best position possible, so far ns mem-
bers could understand, witheut knowing where it
was pm{msed to movo it to, The shipping officea
are in closs proximity, and it has Weolloomocloo
Bny on one side, Cireular Quay in front, and
Darling Harbor on the other, Thero is no deubt
in our minds that the Customs Houso is now in the
most convenient place. Al the softgoods peoplo in
York-street aro near it, and tho trams pass it.
A lot of goods come in through Woolloomaoloo;
but still that is as convenient to tho Customs
ouse a3 you can get it. The Inter-Stato trade
gres to Darling Harbor; but that does not trouble
the Customs ITouso so muclh as the oversen trade,
There used to be a branch of the Custems Iouso
at the bottom of King-streot, at the corner of
Suscox-street; but that may bo closed np now.
The Union line, from Now Zealand, still comes
in to Darling Harbor, but tho shipping offices
that have to do with the Customs Ifouse ere in
Georgestreot. I have heard on many ocensions
that the public are inconvenienced by the present
iyt 130 T

ion in this

14

tho invoiec-room near whera tho entries are
passed on tho greund floor.  Tho proposed nltera-
tions shown on tho plan submitted to mo will bo
a grent advanco on present eonditions, Tho sug-
gested public lobby is an oxcellent idea. Tho pre-
sent Jongeroom is not nearly big enough,  With
thoss ndditions thore is no doubt about Sydney
commoreial peoplo Loing satisfiod with tho Cus-
toms Ifonse remaining here. Ono or two peoploe
might want it removed, but this is the most con-
venient centre.

27, To Mr, Finloyson.—The Newcastle and
Tlunter River boats used to como in at the foot
of King-street. It is Letter to have tho Customs
Ifouzo in & conveniont centre than to distributo
tho work, Some of tho oversea shipping will
have to go up towards Darling ITarbor and Joln-
son'’s Bay wlen accommodation is aveilable, Tho
Iarkor Trust plan is to run wharfs round Jones'
Bay, and right round Babnain. If that oceurs,
tho: Customs HTouse will still be conveniently situ-
ated, beeauso the ahi&)ping ‘pcnplu have to work
froin their offices, and not {rom tho ships, Neo
matter where the shipping is located, tho entries
havo to be passed here, Tho Customs Houso must
ko contrally situnted for tho importers. Mer-
chants and importers have written to tho Cham-
Ler of Cx ling the delay¢ experienced
Ly their clerks in the Customs Ifouse, but not so
muck within tho last six monthis, I mn not suro
whether tho stoppege of complaints is due to
better management or slacker business, There
has undoubtedly been great ion; and six
months ngo I know that efforts were made to im-
prova matters. We wrote to the Ministor, asking
that something bo done to relieve tho congestion,
and the Department did its Lost to help us,

William Ienry Barkley, Collector of Customs,
New South Wales, recalled and further
exomined.

28. To the Chairman—TIt would not bo advis-
nble to remove tho Custems House from here.
The firms whoso business is most largely con-
neeted with the Customs ITouse have their offices
in proximity to it. Largo shipping companies,
many large importers, and all the Customs 1Tousa
agents have their offices handy, and it weuld be
extremely inconveniont to have the Customs
Touse in Darling Harbor. Woolloorooloo Bay is
likely to be largely used for oversos shipping,
which is anothor reeson wlhy the Customs Houso
should not go to Darling Ilarbor, It would not
improve matters much to heve it between the
two, nearer King-street, becauso it is at prosent
cxcellently served with the existing tram sys-
iem. It is very cenvenient to the wharfs, where
tho P. and O., Orient, and Japaneso vessels berth.
Any attompt to move the Customs Ilouso awny
from this loenlity would bo strongly resistod by
the peoplo most interested in Customs. Houso
matters, euch as Customs agents and shipping
companies. It dcos not necessarily follow that
it must be near tho wharfs. The cutdoor staff
which attends to Customs duties on the wharfs
Tave no busi to transact at the Customs Iouse,

eannot say from actual experience, but my eclorks
tell mo that the erowded condition of thoe offices
retards the werk greatly. It ought to nssist a
great deal to make the ground floor ono long reom.
T have been connected with shipping in Sydney
sinco 1984, Xt will ke a great convenicnes to have

and do not come here, oven for their snlaries.

29, To Mr, Finlayson.—If tho Customs Houso
ware placed near the railway station, it would still
Te necessary for most of the morchants and others
concerned to take tho tram; and if they get on a
tram, they might as well cemo down to Circular

1

Quay, A very Jargo volume of business is traus
acted lere by Cusloms agonts on bohalf of im-
porlers other than Sydnoey importers, and they
ull have their oflices established within a stone’s
throw of this building for the snke of conveni-
ence. Thoy aro in and out of it all dny long, I
Lave Leen Collector of Customs hero far nearly
two years, I havo hiad a good many complaints
from outsido of delays in tho passing of entries
and the transnction of business at tho Customs
Houso during that time. I think they are de-
cronsing; but none hns been oceasioned by the

of tho building from the imp 3
or agents’ offices. Thoy havo all been due to the
congestion of worlk caused by pressuro of business
and, in_ some_ensos, insufficient accommoda-
tion, Since I Tlast gave ovidenee it lhas
occurred to_mo that during the proposed
altorations it might bo possible to ogtnin
sufficient nccommodation to” house the officers
of tho Department temporarily in  Golds-
Lrough Mort’s building next deor. I this could
Le dono it would bo an excellent arrangement,
I havp cemgp to the.ccnslugion that 5t would be

shmozt dmpowitle to earry on dors during the
rebuilding sutisfuctordly tv the public and the
officezs, much ns I dread going out at all,
Floors could, 1 think, Lo obtained in Golde-
brough Mort's Luilding, which would bo nn ideal
loanlity. T understand ono floor is unoceupicd.
30. To Mr. Fenlon.—-Tt wonld bo a very im-
Eortnm consideration to know that we could get
nck quicker if we noved out temporarily. I will
get in touch with the Home Affairs Department
to sco if the building I have suggested can bo oly-
tained.  Most of the inward shipping dis-
charges at Woolloomoolao Bay and Darling
IMarbor, from Afiller's Point right round ta
Pynnont. The Japanese boats discharge at Cir-
cular Quay, aud tho American beats in Darling
Iarbor.  Our trado bas, of course, decrensed
with Austrin and Gormany and inereased with
Japan end  Americn—very extensively with
Japan. There will, T think, bo no difficulty in
peconmodating tho inerease in American and
Japaneso vessels, beenuse tho largo wharfs which
the Germans previously veonpied are available.
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