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No, 90 of 10%h depteaber, 1915,

12, FUBLIC WORKS OOMMITTEE - REVERENCY OF WORKS « (USTOMS HOUBR, BYDNNY,
¥20, = My Archidald moved, pursusnt to notice, That, in ae=
cordanoce with the previsions of the Commonwerlth Publie Works
Committee Ast 1913-1914, the following works be referred to the
Farlismentary Btanding Committee on Fublic Works for their re-
‘poxrt thereson, visi=

iaiimm effice acoommodation at Yietoria Barrscks, Mele '
‘Ysurne,
LA RN

Kr Archibvald having 1aid on the Table plans, ste. in connexion
with the praopossd works = ]

Question = put and pasmad,



PARLIAMENTARY UTAMDING COLMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS,

Additional Office Accommodation at Viotoria Barraocks, Melbourne,

REDPOQRT

The Parlismentary Standing OCommittee on Public Works, to
whioh the House of Representatives referred for cone
sideration and report the guestion of additional office
acoommodation st Vietoria Barracks, uel‘bourne,‘ has the

honor to report as follows:e-
Introductory,

1. The building fronting 8t Kilda Read,
Mslbourne, and generally known as the Victoris Barracks,
while originally ereoted as cuarters for officers, has
for many years been uwed as offices for administration
purposes, Owing tk tnorease of staff necessitated by:
the graowing neads of the Defence Department acoommodation
in this building, never oriéinauy desizned for office
purposes, has become more and more comgested and adminis-
‘tration inereasingly difficult, It was therefore de~-
sided, in 1913, that advantage should be token of an area

to the north of the sxisting building to ereot additional

accommodation,

2, The Committee ascertsined that at the
tine
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time the extension ef the Yiotoria Barracks wes de-
cided on the fellewing premises were rented te accome
medate portion of the ltlfft-.
Navy 0ffice, Lonéfale itreet, 9,700 square feet of

floor spase at £640 per annum:

Portion of Normanby Uhambers, 3,750 square feet eof
flsexr space at 4705 per annum:

At 360 Cellins Street, about 500 sguare feet of
£flooxr spece at £90 per annum,
At the present time there are no‘buuunu rented .tor
the Centra) Administration of the Defence Departaent,
the Navy now being a separate Department; bdut the fol-
lowing are in uses-
At 360 Collins Street, about 1,000 square feet of
floor space = rental free:
Drill Hall, Viotoria Barracks, 7,900 square feet
of floor space:
and in sddition a temporary wooden building providing
7776 squnre feet of floor space will be taken into ume
in about & week,
Present FProposal,

3. The present pofposal is to erect a builde
ing 5 stories high as & northern wing to the existing
Building fronting St Kilda Rosd, The structure will
be built of what is termed "Blue stone sheddy®, s olass
of acoarss rubble work in blue stone with fine dressings

for window faoings, éoor openings, oornices, and promine

ent features, and will be in Keeping witn the origines
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original building,

4, The floers of the existing dullding
Deing-of weed, the floors of the additions will be of
siniler material, The internal structure is to be
sarried on stesl, and the floors will be borne on weodes
Joiste, The building will be 133) feet long from
8t Kilds Road to the Barrack yard by a width of 50 feet
overall and will afferd a total floer spase, not inoclude

ing cerridors, of 23,862 square feet, made up as follsws::

Bassnentd 4,973 square feat
dround ¥loox 4,97 de
First Floor 540 do
Sesond Floor 5,032 do
Third Floor 3,852 de,

The partitions will be of conorete slabs about 3¢ inches
thiok, and altogether about 44 rooms will be provided,
nost of them of a size approximating 25 feet by 20 fest,

lavatory a dation is arr d for on each floor, an

slectrie 1ift is to be provided, and electric light and
ltn.- heating spparatus will be installed, The bnlo-
ment is to be used as & room for the heating lppuutui
and to provide for the storage of documents, The
other floors will be all used for offioe accommodation,
Bastimated Coest
5. The estimated cost of the work, whioh is

being carried out by the Department of Home Atfairs,
is
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is set down at £35,000, and the time for eompletien
21 nmonths from date of comsmencement,

Committee's Inventigation

6, The Cennittee inspected the building,
whieh is in course of construction and is satisfied
that the addition will be in harmony with the existing
building, It was ascertained in evidence that the
building am orlclnguy projected wan intended te alse
provide office sccommodrtion for the liavy Departaent,
but since the beginning of the war the requirezents of
the Nilitary Departmont have geown o rapidly that it is
doubtful whether the whole ef the new building will be
sufficient for its needs at the present time and even on
the sonelusion of hostilities it is antioipPted that the
natural growth of the Department will be such as to pre-
olude the possidility of the Navy Department being pro-
vided with any eccommodation in this building,

7. The Committes learned that there has been
clase ao-oporation between the officors of the Departe
ment of Home Affairs and the officers of the Department
of Defeonce in conneotion with the praparation of the
designs of this building and that the struoture entirely
meets the wishes of the Department of Defeass.

8, The
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8, The Committes is satisfied frem its
investigations that uddulom_l aseomsodation is urgemtly
required for Defence purposes and recormends that the
work in conneotion with this building be pushed en as
rapidly as pessidle,

Decision

9 The deeision arrived at by the Comnittes
is shown in the following extract from its Minutes of
Praondinu; viste

My Finlayson movéd « That the proposals laid
D betore the Conmittes im regard to additional effice
acoommodation at the Viotoria Barracks, Melbourne,
be approved, Sesonded by Henator Keating,
Carried unanimously.

Mﬁ@/’%

Chairman,

0ffice of the Farliansntary 8tanding Cemmittge on Fublic works,
120 King Street,
N MELBOURNE, 28th Ootober, 1915,



