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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS,
FIRST GENERAL REPORT.

To His Exccllency the Right Honorable Sir Roxartp Cravrurp Munro
Ferouson, a Member of His Majesty's Most Honorable Privy Council,
Knight Grand Cross of the Most Dislinguished Order of Saint Michael
c(z:ui Saint L(l.?hcm:_lqc, Governor-General and Convmander-in-Ohicf of the

of 4 i

May mr preasE Your EXCELLENCY :

In pecordance with the requirements of Section 11 of the Ct Uk Pullic
Works Committee Act 1913-1914, the Parli £ tanding i on Public
Works has the honour to submit the following Roport of its proceedings from the date of
its i t to 3lst D ber, 1915 :—

. L The Act providing for the establishment of & Parliamentary Standing Com-
mittee on Public Works and for other purposes was nssented to on the 19th December,
1913, Subsequently t! intment of members of the Committee was made and the
names published in the C lth Qazette, No. 97, of 5th December, 1914,

2, Prior to entering upon their duties each member made and subscribed the
declaration required by the Commonwealth Public Works Committee Act 1913-1914.

3. The first meeting of the Committeo was held on 3rd December, 1914,

4, Since its appointment the Committee has held 144 meetings and examined
126 witnesses in connexion with the proposed works submitted. In making its inquiries
the Committee has travelled 10,025 miles by rail, and 1,196 miles by road, a total of

11,221 miles.
MATTERS REFERRED TO THE COMMITTEE.
b, Durin;ilthe period from date of i t of the Committee to 31st Decem-

1

ber, 1915, the following matters wore referred to the Committee for inquiry and report
Tlinders Navel Base— Estluted Cost.
Water supgly ' . . . o £52,000
Erection of buildings .. . .. ..o 111,032
Sewerage scheme . 9,500

Storage and regulating reservoir, Upper Queanbeyan River 100,000
Construction of a main sewer for the City of Canberra* .. 75,000
Small Arms Factory, Lithgow—

* Extension of buildings .. .. .. . 66,600

Machinery, &o... 38,727
Canberra City milwuly . .. 378,972
Dams for ornamental waters, Canberra e . 769,800
Belection of a site for Small Arms Factory at Canberrat..

Automatic Telephone Exchange, Sydney . . 93,008
Automatic Telephone Exchange, Malvern, Victoria . 46,933
Automatic Telephone Exchange, Collingwood, Victoria .. 49,752
Alterations and additions to the Customs House, Sydney. .. 37,500
Additional office accommodation at Victorin Barracks,

Melbourne . “ .. .. o 35,000
Barracks, quarters, gun park, &o., for the Royal Australian

Field Artillery, Enoggera, Queensland .. . 26,000
Cement works for Federal Capital and other Common-

wealth purposes . .. Ve .. 100,000

Extension of Pine Creek to Katherine River railway south-
wards so far as Bitter Springs .. . . 320,000
Grading and survey of streets, Canberraf . s 120,000
Total . .. £2,429,824

® Inqulry In sccordance with promiss mada by the Prime Miofster {n the THonse of Ropresentatives—no formal motion submitted
§ Tieported upon at the request of tho Mialater for Home ARALS snd (o Minlater for Lelenoe,
3 Report requested by the Minlster for Home Affatrs.



]

CoMpLerED INqUIRIES,
8. Of the works included in tho foregoing list, inquiries ros ting the followin,
Lave been completed and the Reports prucxgxtcdgto I’nrli:xlmone :——poc ¢ o d
Retloated Oosf

(a) Construction of a main sewer for the City of Canberra. . £75,000
) Stoi{ige and regulating resorvoir, Upper Queanboyan .
er

v .o ™ .. . o 100,000

(0} Ercctian of buildings at Flinders Naval Base o 111,032

(d) Sewerago sehemo for Flinders Naval Base ., . 9,600
(e} Increaso of output, Small Arms Factory, Lithgow .,

(f) Increase of ?lnn_t, Small Arms Factory, Lithgow ,, 38727
(9) Extension of buildings, plant, &o., Small Arms Tactory,

. Lithgow TR e . 66,6000

(%) Sito for proposed Small Arms Factory at Canberra .,

(iy Barracks, quarters, gun putk, &o, for the Rogal

Australian Field Artilléry, Enoggera 26,000

(j) Automatic Telephone Exchange, Sydney .. . 03,008
(£) Automatic Telephone Exchange, Malvern .. . 46,933
(!) Aut ic Teleph Exol, , Collingwood .. 49,752,

(m) Alterations and additions, Customs House, 8 dnty ., 37,
(n) Additional office secommodation, Victoria Barracks, .
Melbourne ., . . " . 35,000

’ £689,052

(a) Oonstruction of & main sewer Jor the City of Canberra,

In dealing with this question, wh'oh is 5o intimately associated with tho health
and genera] well-heing of the future inhabitants of the capital city of a continent, the
Committee carefully investigated the various systoms usually adopted for tho disposal
of tho sewage of a Tity, and took into earnest consideration the proposals laid beforo it
by the departmental engineers and others. It was eventually decldcg to recommend the
coustruetion of a sewer pipe sufficiently large to serve the needs of o population of
150,000, which wil} carry the sewage to Western Creck, o distance of about 3 miles beyond

the city boundary. Hore the sownﬁo will bo treated by #eptie tank process and (if

considered necessary) filter beds, and tho resultant cffluent run over an nrea of abous

,000 acres of land which onn, if desired, be utilized for the owing of lucerne or other
spproved crop, By the adoption of this sek it is dered that the treatment
works will be in a position unlikely ta cause offenco to the future inhabitants, and any
contamination of the Molonglo River will be avoided.

() Storage and regulating reservoir, Upper Queanbeyan River.

. The provision of a dam on the Quennbeyan River was one of the works Inid down
in the progressive schoms of Federal Capital construction, The ddm- proposed would
heve & capacity of abous 6,400,000,000 gallons, and it is claimed that, by its construction
1t would be possible to maintain the flow of the Molonglo River throngh the City area
throu%hout the year; provide water ¢} ghout tho year to compensate for evaporation
and a sor]ptlon in the ornamental waters at the Cit site’; provide a uniform flow so
that eirculating water would be assured for the condensers for the power station; and
reduce the volume of flood waters at Canberra Plains during heavy rainfall on the
Queanbeyan catchment area. As g tesult of its inquiry the Committeo camo to the
conclusion that the construction of this dam will eventually be necessary if the scheme
of prow'ding ornamental lakes within the City aren bo adhered to, but that the work is not
urgent or immedintely necessary.

(e} Ercction of buildings at Flinders Naval Base,

The proposal referred to the Committeo was for the provision of officers’ residences
and buildings required for the accommodation and training of the first complement of
chicf petty officers, pett{ officers, and men who will form the personnel of the Naval
Sub-base at Flinders. The Committes is satisfied that the buildings have been carcfully
designed, that the structures are ical, and the g 1 style and menner of con-
=truction satisfactory for the purposes for which they are i tended, and r nend
the work be proceeded with,

q

'(d). Seteerage acheme for Flinders Naval Base.

The Committeo investigated thoe various schemes which hiad been proposed to
denl withthe sewago at the Flinders Naval Base, and after ducconsideration recomnended
that the sewnge bo colleoted in n trentment tank situated about 700 yards from the
nearest building, This tank, which can bo duplicated when necessity arises, is to be of
a size sufficient to deal with the sowago of 1,000 persons, and after treatment the efffuent
will bo pumped in a southerly direction to the fop of a ridge nbout 60 fect high, from
which it will run by gravitation to Western DPort, distant about 2 miles from the trentment
tank, Tho sewagp of tho offices and Liospital to bo erccted on the northern sido of the
inlet is to bo gravitated to an annerobic tank, and the eflfuent discharged into Western
TPort near Stony Point.

(¢) Increass of output of the Small Arms Factory, Lithgor.

The Committee carried out this inquiry in conjunction with its investigations
into the question of tho proposed increaso ot} plant at the Smal} Arms Tactory, Lithgow,
and, 888 result, of the information itobtained, wasin aposition to recommend the starting
of a second shift at the factory and to point out Liow the diffienlties and objections which

had been raised against working a second shift might be overcom,

(f) Increase of plant, Small Arms Factory, Lithgow,

The Committes arrived at the conclusion that it s expedient that such additional
hinery should bo purchased for the Small Arms Factory at Lithgow ns is necessary
to duplicato the ¢ producing capacity of the existing plant. It is considered that
the existing machinery under favorablo circumstances should be capable of turning out
20,000 rifles per annum when working cight hours per day. Evidenco tendored, howoever,
showed that even in normal times 18,000 rifles are required overy year to ann new
trainces aud members of riflo clubs, so that with increasing population, and the Pussi-
bility of greater activity amongst riflo clubs, the Committee js of opinion that an putput
of 20,000 rifles per annumn would barely meet current needs. =The Committee also
considered that it would be advantageous from all points of view for the Commons calth
to liavo ndditional plant and boe capable of not only supplying its own needs and laying
in o reserve of rifles for futnre use, but also in time of stress by working the factoty
continuously, possibly suppl ing othier parts of the Bmpire. It was therefore decided
to recommen(? that’ the additionsl machinery necessary to duplicato the Dresent

producing capacity of the existing plant be purchased,

(9) Entension of buildings, plant, dic., Small Arms Factory, Lithgow,

In connexion with the roposal to double the output of the Small Arms Factory
at Lithgow, a proposal was su%mltted to extend the factory to about twice its sizo and
install further power plant and machinery therein, In the cousse of its investigations
the Committes weighed the relative advantages and disadvantages of having the Small
Arms Factory at Lithgow, and prosecuted inquirics as to the advantages which wonld
acerud to the Commonwealth by having such fucto?r in its own Territory,  After full
consideration, and bearing in mind the possibility of the Commonwealth in the future
greatly extending its aotivitics in the manufacture of small arms, fiald guns, and other
warlike material, the Committee camo to the conclusion that it would be in the hest
interests of the Commonwealth to have the Small Arms Factory at Canberra. A Tecom-

dation was quently made that o building twice the capacity of the existing
factory at Lithgow should be commenced as soon g8 practieable at Canberra, and that
the new machinery on order should on arrival bo installed therein ; the machinery at
Lithgow to bo removed thereafter to Canberra as early as practicable and in sush o
way as to interfero as little as possible with the output.

" () Site for proposed Small Arms Factory at Canberra,

Tollowing upon its recommendation that the Small Arms Tactory should b2
located at Canberra the Minister for Home Affnirs asked the Committee to indicat > a
site which, in its opinion, would be most suitable for the proposed factory. Aftr
careful inquiry the itteo indieated an area situated about 3% miles north of th:
site praposed for Parlisment House, and about 2 miles north of the proposad civie centr-,
which it is considered will be suitable for the purpose required,. while ab the same time
being in such & position that it will not interfere with the accepted design of the City.
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() Darracks, quarters, gun park, &o., for the Royal Australion Fiald Artillery,
Enoggera, Quoensland,
The Committeo arrived ot tho conclusion that it i oxpediont that the Pproposed
work by carried out, but recommended an alteration of the system of lighting pro, ,
and an jnorease in the capacity of the water service, It was further recommendod that
ndc%unto precantions should be taken to meet any possible danger of firo by the
establishment of stand-pipes and hoscs st convenient points outside the buildings,

() Provision of dutomatis Telsphone Exchange, Sydney,
n don with the j posed provision of an automatio tel ph exch

at Sydney, having an initin] capacity of 5,000 lines ang capable of extension to 20,000
lines, the Committee’s investigations convineed them of the advantage of such system
over the ordinary common battery m, At the same time, inspection showeﬁhnc
the sito proposed for tho building s in such a position that in the event of an outbreak
of fire thera would be great difficulty in tho way of cemployees effecting an escape from
tho building. The Commitéee therefors reported that, while favorablo to the provision
of an automatio to] pl hange in 8 gx)ey, 1t is unablo to recommend the ereotion
of the building on the site proposed until amplo and seouro additional means of ingress
and egress between tho site and an adjoining thoroughfarg bo provided,

(%) Provision of Automatip 7 lephone Brchangs, Malvern, Victorta,

The Committes a proved of the dproposuls Inid beforo it for the erection of &
telephone exchangs on the site suggested and for the installati thercin of automat;
telephone awitching quipment having an initial onpacity of 3,600 lines and capable of
extension to 7,600 lines,

() Provision of Automatis 7 lephone Ezohange, Colli qwood, Victoria,
i d of tho Pl 15 Inid before it for the erection of a

The €. t v
telephione exchange on the site suggested and for the installation therein of sutomatio
teleph itchi i t having an initial capacity of 3,400 lines and.an ultimate

enpacity of 9,000 lnes. |

(m) Alterations and Additions 1o the Customs House, Sydney.

After careful inquiry into the p Is submitted, the Committes is. satisfied
that more accommodation i urgently needed for Customs purposes at Sydney, and that
the alterations and additions Dprojected are sufficient to cope with normal expansion of
business during the next 25 years, The Committeo, however, recommonded that, instead
of endeavouring to carry out the alterations and additions without distu:bing the Customs
stafl, thte course should ho adopted of obtaining temporary accommodation elsewhere
and vacating the Customs Honsp while the worlk s bem% catried out. By the adoption
of this suggestion it was pointed out that it will be possible to complete the work twelve
months earlier and offect o saving of spproximately £8,000, less cost of removal and rent
of temporary promises,

(n) Additional Office Aecommodation at Vietorig Barracks, Melbournie.

Tho Committec arrived a¢ the conclusion that it is expedient that the Proposed
work be carried ont. The evidence tendered showed thof tho existing building is
overcrowded, and that somo of the staft eannot be accommodated there at all, and
accommodation has had to be leased for them in different parts of the City, The
Depariment of Defence is growing very rapidly and enerally the work is carried out
under inconvenient conditions, Elghe new buﬂdy;ng wiﬁ adjoin and harmonize with the
existing structure, and in the opinion of the Committes is an urgent necessity,

INQUIRY COMPLETED, BUT REPORT NOT YET PRESENTED.
Cement Works for Federal Capital and other Commonmealth Purpoges,

7. The Committee made careful inci‘uixiea into & proposal Iaid beforo it that the
Commonwealth should undertake tho establishment at Fairy Meadow, New South Wales,
about 30 miles from the boundary of the Féders) Tertitoxy, of coment works capable of
producing 20,000 tons or 120,000 barrels of cement xer annum, The Commonwealth is
at the present time o large consumer of cement, and there is a possibility of atill larger
consumption in the future in connexion with Federal Capital engineering works and

1]

building construction and other Commonwenlth activities, Evidence placed before the
Committes showed that, at the figure at which it is anticipated coment will be produced,
the Commonwealth will save £10,000 per anntm on departmental work alone,

.

InquIntEs IncodprErE,

. 8. The inquiries respecting the undermentioned publio works are incomplete--
(a} Flinders Naval Base—Water supply,
(%) Canberra City railwufy.
(0) Dams for ornaments waters, Canberra, .
(d) Extension of the Pino Creek~Katherine River railway southwards so far
a3 Bitter Springs,
(¢} Grading and survey of strects, Canberra,  *

9. Appended to this Report is a return containing a record of the inquiries of the
Committee from the date of ifs ppoint to 31st December, 1015,

EDWARD RILEY,

Chairman,

Offico of the ‘

i’nr" Standing Committeo on Public Works,

12’0 King-street, Molbourne,
o 15th February, 1916,
.
- —
F20i~B
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I;ARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

RECORD OF INQUIRIES.

The following Is a list of proposed public works lnq‘ uired into by the Committes from the date of
ts appointment to 31st December, 1915, with the result of its inquirics s
pug | rere [ el s
el rrenzaeat.] Commitien, |loroposed, | propoeed.
1015, £ . £ £ £
23th Jan, to|Construction of m main] 75000 78,000 . . Rocommendod as proposed’
24th Fob, anb: for the City of
284 Jan toomg and rpdsting | 100900 - o | 100,000 |Committon docided that thero 1n
20th Fob, yosoevol: U no present neoowity or urgonoy
Que elnbeym Rivo for this work
11th Mar, to| Eroetion of bulldlnxl at] 111,002 111,002 I . Rocommendod as proposed
mtltlhl)lhy Filndors Nll\l'l‘ lluo‘ o 7,600 2000
ar, to|Boworago schome for "
oth Flindors Nuval Baso 0 '
Oth Ma; Jy ta| Lithgow Bmall Arme Fac. | 64,600 02,100 25,500 s Inlon of making additfons to tho
24thJuno | tory Extomafon (incladlng existing fsctory at Lithgzow, tho
power Committor recommendod tho
plant) omction of & factory st Can-
Worra twloo tho slz0 of tho
oxliting !u:tory, tho fnutallation
of now machinory thorein, and
the ramoval thoroto of the
exitiing 1nschinory at & con.
venlont dato
Oth Ma: lnewm olnutpue. Bmall . o . " Committeo rocommendod oatabe
S1th May tory, Lith. Hiskmont of & socond abillé
Oth_May to !nmm of plant, Small| 38,727 38,727 . " Rocoramonded as proposed
17th Juno Amu l-‘uptory: Lith. g ! 8 pr
27th July to Smnll Arms Factory— . . . . Blto recommonded
20th Aug. location a¢ Canborra
leth 8080. tof Automatlo  Tolephone| 03,008 . " " Commitico favorablo to proposal
Exchange, 8ydney subject to provision of addi.
tional means of Ingrese and
2t &'é:' to | Barrncks, quartors, gun| 26,000 28,228 22} .. Rofommondbd aubjoct to Im.
22nd Bopt. rk. &c..lgrlt A’E.ﬁ. pmvod lighting, wator, and firo
noggera, Queonslan
28th Bopt, to Almmtlom and additions | 37,500 20,600 . m mnndcd, but lllp\dttlon
0Oth Oct, 10 tho Customs House, mndo um. oceupanta 10+
Bydnoy mporsty -mmmo-
dnllon during sltorations
12th Qot. to|Automatic  Tolephono| 46,033 40033 . . TNecommendod ay proposed
15th Oct, Exchango, Malvorn,
cl a
12th Oct. to|Automatic  Telophono | 40,752 40,752 . . Rocor dod posod
16th0ct, | Exchangs,  Collings ’ ! ramendac 4 pro
wood, Victoria
25th Oct, to{ Additional omoo necoms § - 35,000 35,000 . . Recommended as proposed
20th Oct, modatlon,  Victoria
Barracks, Melbourno
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS,

GENERAL REPORT.

FIRS

INDEZX.
Pazsomrs

Appolntment of members . . . . .o o H

Saent to Commonwealth Publle Works Commities Act '~ .- . .- o . " 1
Automlla Telephono Exchanges—

Colliny , Victoria . .- " " . .- .- 50

Malvern, Victoria . 5,4

B)ﬂney. h.B.W. P 5,0
Barracks, q o 8,8
Buﬂdlngl,tr«llan nl— lmlcu . 50

Clly nllny v
Dams for omamontal waters

Maln sewer, conatructlon of . . .- . . o o 86
Sinall Arms Puwry,ullo for .. . . . . . " «w 656
Slmu.ﬂul and au; { . . " . o 58
Cement Works for éodenl Capi ulmd oﬂm Oommommlth pmrpolu . . . . w 57
Collin, s Vietorla—~Automatio Telophons Exchangs . .- " . o 6,8
Customs lloun. Sydney—Alterations and additions ., . . . . " w 6,0
Dama for ornamental walers, Canberra " . . . i e . . B.ns
g‘w rndt:nbyunsngbeoo fee o . . . . . . o o H
stanco travr) mm " .

Enoggers, Qunmhx{d—mmclu, qunt«.-n, gun pnlr, &c,. for Roynl Australian Field Arﬂlhry . w 50

Hinxlern Naval Baso~ . 5
Buildings, erection of .« “ . . «“ 5'%
wmguclwma . . . . 2
“ ‘ater supply ., . . . . o O
nQu! rln completed but Re . . .~ . ;
Inqu rlu nob yd eomple i . " R

" . “ . " “ "
nquiry not leomm . o . . . . ,0
heoh River-Bitter Ep:lnsl Ihllwny—Northem Tcrrllory . .- . . . oW §8
it

EBmall Arms Factory—Extenalon of buildings, T I B &8
Small Avms hcwry—lncmw o( output ., - . .- S . oS
Smal) Arma Factory—Introaso of plant . . - . . o b
Malvern, Vlcwrh—AnlomAna Te]cphone Exclungo .- . . .o " o oo
!cetlnglnwommllwo Lo Addiional offee . . - - .: o
b Rivor—5torage and regulating reacevoir .o . e . . . » 506
Ral llwuy 58

Canbe; s . . " . 3
Exumlan oly Tine Creek—Knlherlno River r-llluy to num Bprlngl . . . . . g.g
Reservolr, atorage and regulating, U Fper Queanbeyan Rl .- .- » . 1
Scwu. main, for Canberra, construct| . . o . o o . v B0
Sowerage aoheme for Klinders Nayal Baso .. .- . .“ N . o o bl

Smnll rms Fuwry,C-n res, sito for P i o . e " " o 8

Small Arma Foctor
Extenslon olleldlny, plant, &o. " .

Increass of output o . . .
Increaso of plant . .

Streeu, Canberra, grading and survey Jot . .
Auwnulla Telephone Exchango

toma House—Alterations nnd ‘addition
\'lcwrh Barracks, Melboume—Additions] omw accommodation
Water supply for Ylim!en Naval
Witnesses oxsmined
Works referted to Committes Tor lnqulry

GovesnMint of the ComsoNweLti of AUsTasLla by Atemat J. Munterr,
Printed and Publithed for mc.ovemmcnt Printer for the State of Victorka.



