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Z PARUAMENTARY ‘STANDING COMMITFER ON PUBLIC “WORKS,

THIRD GENERAL REPORT.

To His Excellency the Right Honorable S1z RoNapp C(ravevrn MuNeo FErarsow,
& Member of Hus Majesty's Most Honoyable Privy Couneil, Knight Grand Cross
of the Most' Distinguished Order of Swing Michael and Syint George, Governor-
General-cowi Commander-vChief of the Conmmonaealth of Australia.

May 1v 212438 Your EXOBLLENOY |

~ In accordance with zhe reqidrements of Section 11 of the Commonwealth Public Works
Contmities Aet 1913-1914, the Parlismentery Standing Committee on Public Works has the
li‘i%‘%‘w to-swbrdit the follawing Repoxt of its proceedings during the year ending 31st, December,

- . Onanes 1 CoMATTED.
: 1. On-the 26th Mayohi, 1017, the House of Ropresentatives was.dissolved, and in pursuance
of Section 3 (4) of the Commonweniih Public Works Commitiee Act 1913 1014, all the members
of the First Committee ceased to-hold office.

2. On the 21st September, 1917, the following members of the House of Ropresentatives
ere solected as members of the Committes, namely :—The Honorable Henvy Gregory, William
ajes Mathews, Sydney Sampson, Hugh Sinclair, and the Hunorable William

4. The appointment of the members above mentioned was notified in Commonwealth
Gazette No. 165, of 4th Qectober, 1917 :

5. Prior to entering \1.}19:; their duties each member made and subscribed the declaration
vequiired by the Commonweaith Public Works Committee det 1913-1914.
6, The first meofing of the Second Committee was. held on 27th. September, 1917, when
+_ ¥he Honoable Henry Gregory was elecied Chairman, and Senator John Newland Vice-Chairman
“of the Committes, -
. 7. During-the. yéar the First Committes held 28 meetings and examined 21 witnesses in
conunexion with the propesed works submitted; while the Second Committee held 28 meetings
- end expmined 27 witnesses. =~ . . .
JIn making their inquiries the First Committee travelled 2,428 miles, and the Second
Committee 4,875 miles. :

. QUESTIONY BBFORE THE CoapriTyss.
i 8, When the Committee prescnted its last Cevieral Report, the follawing questions were
wnder consideration, nemely :— o
Extension of Postal Stores, Harbour-street, Sydney, .
Erection of Power House and Workshops, Officers” Quarters, &e., Flinders Naval Base..
9. Bince that date the following-references have been received from Parlisment, namely (—
Flinders Naval Base—Hreotion of W I on Baracks, Quarters
for Married Officers and Warrant Officers; Water, Bewerage, and Storm Water
Reticulations; Eleotzio Distsibution System; .and accessory Works for that

Fstablishment. .
Henderson Ng'al Base—Two Breakwaters, Excavations, Reclamations, Basins or
. Quaywalls, Floating Docle, Administrative Buildings, Permanen$ Railways.
The first of these references, though containing some further items, also includerd eertain
works alrendy referred to the First Committee, but not reported upon before the members.of that
Committee ceased to hold office. K - -
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CoMPLETED INQUIRIES.

10 The Committee hes teken ovidence in vegard to cach 'of these thatbers, and_has dlready
presented Reports in regard to - - T s - )
mated coste S

(a) Extension of Postal Stores, Harbour-street, Sydney .. £68,533
{b) Erection of Power House, Flinders Naval Base ... . 15,000
- L . £83,633

(a). Bxtension of Postal Stores, Harbour-street, Sydney.

This was a proposal to erect on an aren of land already acquired for the purpose an eight-
story building for storage purposes for the Postmaster-General’s Department, and to provide
accommodation for the telegraph and telephone workshops at present located in Tented. buildings,
After careful consideration, the Committee expressed itself of opinion that no necessity exists
for the provision of further space. for purely ‘storage purposes for tho ‘Postmuster-G);neral’ 5
Department in Sydney, and 1 d & re-organization of the methods of purchasing and
storing departmental regirements which should materially reduce the space. required ab present
fér storage accommodation. In regard to the accommodation required for telegrapl and

telephone workshops, the Committee favoured the principle of such workshops being the property
P g g the property

of the Commonwealth. As the present workshop premises are hel _on a short Jease
and provide sufficient room ouly for a limited period, and as.it is becoming increasingly difficutt
to obtain suitable rented premises within a reasonable distance of the General Post Office, Sydney,
the Committee approved of the erection of the building for telegraph and telephone workshops,

(b) Erection of, Power House, Flinders Naval Base. . -

Owing to the limited time at its disposal the Committee realized that it would be impossible
to make exhaustive inquiries into all the items embraced in the reference, and therefore. decided
to restrict itself in the first instance to an investigatioli iiito the proposed erection of the building
known as the power house and workshops, After héaring the evidence, the Committee was
convinced that it would be of the utmost advantege to proceed with thé early provision of power
and light at the Base, but was satisfied that there was not the same: urgengy for the erection of
the workshops. It was therefore decided to allow the question of the workshigps to await further
consideration and to confine its recommendation to the power-house wing,

The original proposition for & steel-framed power-house wing, 46 feeb high, -clothed with
brick, in\'olveg an expenditure of approximately £15,000, but. investigation shawed that 4
reduction of the height of the building would allow of the elimination of a large amount of
cxpensive steel work, end that if the power house were constructed with brick walls and. piers
33 feet. high from the floor and provided with composite timber and steel roof trusses, it.could
be erected at & cost of about £9,600.  In view of this the Committee recommended that the power-
house wing should be erected of brick, with brick or reinforced concrete iers, composite timber
and steel roof trusses, with galvanized iron covering, and that the height of the walls be restricted
to approximately 33 feet. B

INQUIRIES INCOMPLETE. )
11. The inquiries in respect of the undermentioned public works are incomplete i— -
(i) Flinders Naval Base.—Ercetion of Workshops, Hospital, Detention Barracks,
Quarters for Married Officers and Wartant Officers; Water, Sewerage, and
Storm Water Reticulations; Electric Distribution System; and Accészory
Works for that Establishment. o .
(i) Henderson Naval Base~~Two Breakwaters, Excavations, Reclamations, Basins
or Quay Walls, Floating Dock, Administrative Buildings, Per t Rail "

Y

Esrmmares EXCEEDED,

12. The Committee considers this an appropriate opportunity to make some reference to
a matter which'has occasioned it some concern, that is the discrepancy which eceurs in -some
instances between the estimato given for » work and the amount for which.such work is sitb: quently
actually carried out.

As a case in point, it may be mentioned that in 1915 certain buildings proposed to be-erected
at Flinders Naval Base were estimated to cost £111,032, and: upon investigation the Committes
recommended that their erection should be proceeded with at that figure, Recent inquiries,
however, have elicited the information that up to 11th December, 1917, such buildings have cost
£143,000, while it is estimated that it will actually take.£179,000 to complets them. -

e

L

1914, namely:— -

5

Aithough the Committeo is aware that much of this increase is due to the increased, con
of matefial and labout owing to war conditions, it is considered that the spirit of the Act does no

. contemplate the spending on any work of an.amount substantially greater than that recommended

and the Committes is strongly of opinion that every case where a work on completion exceed
the amount. approved by more than 10 per cent. should. form the subject of a special referenc
for further-inquiry. ) N . .

. Works EXEMPTED, e

13. The Committec is aware of a notification published in Commonawealth Gazette No. 18(
of 26th October, 1917, that certain works in connexion with Navgl Bases have b.een exempte
by Order in Council from the operation of the C: lth Public Works Committee Act 1913

Naval Magazines.
0il Fuel Storage Tanks and Depbts.
Water Supply and Water Storago. X
All' works.and buildings in connexion with. Submarine Bases,
Torpedo Stores and Workshops.
- Naval Barracks. ’
Naval "Training Schools.
Naval Stores Buildings.
Dry Dock.Pumping Stations.
Electric Generating Stations,
Dredging of Approacl Channels to Noval Bases.
i Wireless Installations.

Whilst, realizing that ‘a. necessity may exist for regarding as secret work connected wit]
Naval Magazines'and 0il Fuel Storage Tanks and Depéts, the Committeo fails to appreciate an:
danger or inconvedience which might result from informing Parlisment of the other work
enumerated. Moteover, as the inquiries already conducted by the Committee into the question
of Naval Barracks, Water Supply, &c., for the Flinders Naval Base have shown the necessity fo
a full irivestigation into proposals of this nature, and as: incressed economy and efficiency hav:
resulted from such inquiries, the Committee_desires to voice a respectful protest against works o
such magnitude bein, dertaken until Parliament, by the investigation and report of thi
Committeo, is satisfied that such works as contemplated are justified.

14. Appended to this Report is & return containing a record of theinquiries of the Committe:
from the date of its appoinpment to 31st December; 1917.

. H. GREGORY,
Chairman,

Office of “the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works,

120 King-street, Melbourne, 31st January, 1918,
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PAR IA T T DIN < O IM E O PUB I:IC. WOR, o Record of Tuquiries—List of proposed public works inquired into——continued.
MENTARY STAN MMITTEE O PUBLIG WORKS. e ‘ '
L - Y S .G C h < . - . X 3 Expenditarel,  poo g [Amount inlAmount o
v . ., ) lnn;ﬁg' Proposod Work,s | Propoecd Tacommended by Bxcoas of |lleddstion Remarky,
M - ! - - . Govornmeat.| the Commiliee. | proposes, [ praposed,
RECORD OF INQUIRIES. - o % S0, ¥ Wl
L Q d 10tk Nov..\Extepaion of Plne Crook-| 320,000 320000 | .. ++  |Recommended as proposed
. R . + 1915, tol Katherino River Rail. i i
z ’ - f i 30th: Aug.| way to Bitter (Matd| -
) N - - ' 1816 ranka} Springe N
4 - . 13th  July,(City Railway, Canberral 378972 | 280,000 . 08,872|Tho Coir:ox::ne&rf:u;?:’ngﬁr:bl::
S e s 3 1o 1o s N . N . 1 to] requ en o 4
The following'is a Jist of Pproposed: public works inquired into by the Committee* from the daté of . . Quff Nov.,| . met by tomporary surfata linea
its appointment to 3lat Decembor, 1917, with the resultof its inquirics :— T N 1918 ;"'ls w{mﬂlcﬂ cost of about
0y L . 0 9 |
N at I ) 14th  July|Dams for Ornamontal 012,421 472421 . 440,000 Most of tho oxpendituro rocom-
Expendlture | nditupa  [Aruotnt InfAmount I} ., Vi berra T mended, however, will be do.
BT | roeavan | Roed) S, M * Boura, * IR Novy| T e forrod for a period ofyears:
Goverament,|. the Committea, | Shony 1 oTteY, 1016 A
1015, ) s | £ -] ¢ T N 1 hl?!”' toltteto f  Postal] 08,632 08,532 Re¢ommended an proposed
o - . g N y . A, to) nsion  of o8t al . 2 . .
25th Jan. of & mainl 75,000 76,000 oo |Recémmtonded as proposcd iy o[ B oo Harbourstreet] "
24th Fob. | am;; for the Qity off i ydnoy
nborre. ! Lo e i . . linders] 15,000 0,600 “ 5,600
28k Jan. toStorago and rogulatingli 100000 |, .. oo | 100,000]Committeo decidedrthat there O atac | Poer. Houso, Flndor 15,00 ! g
25th Fob, | reservolr, Upper]' no°probont necesalty or urgonoy: . ~
Quwnbo{lu River - . forthiswork ~ * - ' R . -
11th Mar, tolE; of buildings at| 111,082 111,032 .o «  |Recommended as proposed
ny Flinders Naval Bauo .
19th Mar, to]Sowerago schome for] 0,500 e [ .. 2,000, |
Sth May Flindors Naval Baso- g -
Gth May tofLithgow Small Arms Fao.| 66,600 8 82,100 25,500{ .. {Inliou of making addltions to the -
21th Juno’| tory Extonsion (including i . exlating factory st Lithgow, the
power  «Commitfco recommended the -
plant). - orootion of & factory at. Can. .
i berrs twico tho sizo of the
t oxlating factory, tho installation . .
- ' of now machinery thoreln, and .
£ho removal. theroto of the N
1 [ oxidting machinery at a con.
g 3 vonfout dato -
6th MMay tofIncreass of output, Smalll . RS . vs  {Committee récommonded catabe
27th May | Arms Factory, Lith. ' lishmont of a socond shift: .
gow
6th Moy toll: of plant, Smalll 38,727 38,727 . <+ |Recommended as proposed
17th June | Arms Factory, Lith.) [
gow |
27th July to[Small Arme Factory—| P . .~ -+ |Site rocornmonded - -
20th Aug. | location at Canberra ? ;
18th Sopt. tofA i Teloph 93,008 . . v+ |Committeo favarablo to proposal
1I5th Oct, |, Exchange, Sydnoy subjoct to provision of. addi.
X tionsl means. of ingress and,
N reay v
218t Sopt. to|Barracks, quarters, gun| 26,000 28,228 2,228 .. Rccsnmmunded subject to im- -
22ud Sept.| parck, &o., for R.AF.A,| proved lighting, water, and firo
Enoggera, Queensland ' sorvices .
23td Sept. tolComent Works for Com.| 100,000 100,000 . s+ [Recommonded as proposed
24th Nov, | monwealth purposcs « - .
28th Sopt. tofAlterations and addi 37,500 20600 1., . [Recommonded, but stipulation
Gth Oct, to tho Customa House, mado that ocoupants. ba re.
Sydney: . moved. to temporary scoommo-
) dation durlng altcrations .
12th Oct. tolAutomatio  Telophone 46,033 46,033 . ++  {Recommended as proposed” -
15th Qct. | Exchange, Malvern, N T
Victoria - .
12th Oct. tolAutomatic  Telophone| 40,752 40,762 . o (Recommonded as proposed -
15th Oct, | Exchange, ling.f = -
. wood, Victoria - i . -
254k Oct, to]ddditional Office accom- 35,000 35,000 - +s  [Recommended as proposed
26th Oct, modation,  Vietorla| . i .
1018 Barracks, Molbourno . -
T4th Fob, I of site for| . . . ««™ |Gonfidentialroport issued to Primo N
1at Mar, arsonal  within  the| B Minister .
Fedoral Territory i .
24th May tofAl it d additi 51,481 41,000 S e 10,481
st May to the Customs Houso,)
Sydnoy (furthor vo.| -
ort; "
25th Feb,, \Vfuf Supply sohemo| 61,000 [Capitol cost nil s | 61,000k interest on the capitalgést of ‘
1015, tol for Flinders Naval B, por 1, o £61,000 as originally proposed,
208t Aug.,| Baso gallons,  with| Plus the cost of water consumod
1916 minimum - at-0d. per 1,000_gallosis; raore .
annual payment] thisn countorbalanoes the annual .
" of £4,000 for] .payment under tho.sohems ro.
firat threo years, | commonded’ .
£3,500 for| N N
scond_thece , ) . . .
yoars, 1000 ‘ . . tdted snd: Publistied. Tor the: Gov 1.0 the Cb of AusTRatia by AupeRr J. Muuerr,
. thorcatter : Buied dnds $u T Goverameat Brisier For b B o Veoass
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