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The Select. Commit tee appo in ted <m the ITUh April.. 1020, Co inquire, into and report upon

fi) The organizat ion and control of fnter-Shi ie shipping ;

(2) Oversea whipping in relation to Australian produc ts for oversea, markets and i
geiiei'ally ;

I'A) Methods jo improve mail cargo and passenger service with oversea, countries.

ha.ve the honour io s u b m i t then ' Tinrd Interim Repori ay follows :

As a Bill to amend tJie (^Mranti-na Art VMM 1015 is now before (.he Hoii.se oj" Keprese]iiative&
your Select Commit tee deem il expedient io place before the \ (ouse the result of their investigations
int.o the ma-Her of Quaran t ine HO far as it. a (Ted a shipping wilhin I he waters of the Comnumwtsaltlft

During the t ime Hie In te r -S ta te v easel a were under requisit ion to the Commonwealth Goverip
m e a l , they were, muic.ied in enormous expenses owing to fhe Quaran t ine Regulations imposed iii
consequence of the mHuenza epidemic. Evidence has been submit ted to your Melee! Committee
allowing t h a t on a .single trip between Melbourne and Tasmania, one vessel alone, was called upon to
pay £ J J J ) 2 for qua ran t ine expenses , in addit ion io which she was defamed a t Porlsea for seventeen
days , dur ing which time her expendi tu re , including crew :s wages, main tenance of passengers apcl
ere,\v. insurance, &LV.., WHS going on, and no revenue wha teve r was being earned. Numerous othey
instances have been submit te i i to your Commit tee where vensol.s luive suffered detention with very
iieavy qua ran t ine expend i tu re .

Mr. W. 15. Muxon, whilst, giving evidence on behali of lite AuwUaltiHiaii Steaiii-shi|) Owner?':
I'Vdei'alion, s ta ted t h a i p r iva te enterprise could no! alTord (o run slii|>s under liieise i/ondihonSjand
iJ' tli ere were, a reerudi^-cenct^ of ini'oci iou« dirica^e and similar rewiitctioris were ifnjjosed. Use whole

ic Inter-HlaU: [>aHKenger services would immediately ceaae T'he cficcl ol tnwh a calamity
from the point of view of isolated |ujrrionw of the Cotbinonwealth is apparen t , in addition Io the"
s toppage of idl passenger trHilie 1o Tasmania , Uie fa.r nor th of Weni Australia and North'
Qiieen.siaiKl. (he mail atid cargo sieam-Hhip serivices 1 hi oiiglioiil. the CoinmonwenHh would itlsp;
be seriously affected willi coiiseipienl, yiagnation of t rade .

Under section 59 ol: I he Qnani-nline Act of H)U8, ilie «xpenst;s of Cjuaianline me payable by-
the whip, and any con t r ac t m a d e with pa,syengers whereby the responsibility ifi jilar-ed upon she latter
is null and void. This section of !he Act, in the opinion of your Heiecf Commit tee , places a very
heavy burden upon the steum-.ship companies , par t icu lar ly when compared with the practice
ob ta in ing on the Railways, hi both cases the passengers are Austral ian citizens originating and-;
comple t ing iheir journeys in Austral ia, yet . in the ease of the Kaiiwa.ys, trains are allowed tt>
proceed from Htale to S l a t e with little or no detent ion or expense , the passengers being compelled.
to -pay their own expenses d u m i g detent ion in q imruul iue , whilst in the case ol ships the owners:
have to pay the qua ran t ine expenses, arid hear the loss occasioned by the. detention in She vessels, \

As all lestrictioiis which are imposed by the Qua ran t i ne Depar imei t t upon sh ps are intended;
for the protect ion and benefit: ol ihe Commonweal th as a whole, youi- Select Committee recommend-.
t h a t provision be made in the (^uaiani ine Act empower ing the (Jovct nmciiL in ihe event oi an1

outbreak of infe(;tious e}iidemic. 1o make lair and reasonable .financial nnangements with {he1-
ship-ping c.omjianies ; )»y which (lie f,l"oj"tpage of lister S ta te yea carriage shall be nbviak-d.

U. W. KOHTliW,
lor (he CJiairnmi].

1st October. 1020.
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