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The Select Connnitiee appointed on the 1Bth April, 1920, fo tiuire ko and report dpon-
(1) The organization and control of Inter-State shipping
(2) Overses shipping in relution to Austialian products for oversea yarkets and por
generally ;

(3) Methods to improve wail carge and passenger serviee with oversea counlries,
bave the honouy to submit thelr Third Interim Report us follows

As a Bill to amend the Quarantie Act 19081915 s now belore the House of Representativeg
vour Select Commitiee deen it eﬂ‘"p(‘('{irnl‘ to place before the Houge the result of their Hl\'(‘:{ig,)dt](li]\
into i.im matber of Giarantine so far ag 1t affects shipping within the waiters of the Copunonwealtly

essels were under requisition to the Commonwealth Goveryr

During the time the Inter-Hinte
owing to the Quarantine Regulations tiposed iy

end ln\ were nuleted i enormous expenso y
Conse {m nce of the wituenzs epidemic. Hvidence has been submitted to vour delect Commiftee

showi ing that on s single 0y between Melboure and Tasmania one vessel alone was called U ol m
pay L1162 jor ;ufuamm@ ypenses, i addition fo which she wag detained at Portsen for seventes
days, (iuzmg whicl time her cxpenditure, inchuding crew’s wages, maintenance of passengers apd
s opoing O, and no vevenie whatever was Leing earned. Numeras other

crew, insurance, de.,w
instances have heen s 11);11“ d to vour Uomamttee where vesse L have suffered detention with very
heavy quarantine tﬁ:};']‘aendml‘i‘{:

Myo W, I8 Moxon, whilst giving evidence on behall of the Austialasian Mteam-ship Owoers!
Foderation, stated i Traal private enterprizge could not afford to ron ships wnder these conditions, and
Hothere were n vecrudescence of infections disense and ginmilar n—}rsh-it-l'inz‘.as were imposed, the \\—ii@lg
of the Inter-Hlate passenger services would mmmediately cease. The effect of such w calamty
from the point of view of solated portions of the Comvmonwealth s appu ;'eml;. luaddition to the
stoppage of wli passenger traflic to Tasmania, the far vorth of West Austeala end North
(neensfund, the mail and cargo steam-ship seivices throughont the Commonwenlth would alsg
be ::t‘.l](}llh!_y affected with consequent stagnation of frade.

Under section B9 of the Quarantine det of 1008, the expetses of quarantive ae payable by
the ship, and any contract made \nih pussengers whereby the pesponsi inmv is placed upon the latter
i null and void. This section of the Act, in the opinion of your Sele (mnmlihe places a very.
eavy burden upon the stean-ship companies, particulary wlmn mmpdwi with the practice
obtaming on the Ratlways. i both cases the passengers are Australinn citizens onginating and,
ft)mplehnw their Jommeys i Australia, yed, in the case of the Railways, trains ure allowed to
pié,u, eedd frous State to BState with lmlv or no detention or expense, the passengers Leing mmimlfe{[_;
to pay their own expenses during detention in (i‘\hudm.ih{* whilst, in the case of ships the owners;
have to pay the quarantine expenses, and bear the loss occasioned by the detention to the vessels, -

Avalbvestrictions wiieh are liupmul vy the Quarantine Beparfment wpon sh ps arve imtended |
for the protection and benefit of the Commuonwe alth as awhole, vor Helect { omittee recommend:
that provision be made in the Quaraniime Act empowering the Covernment, in the event of
outhbreak of infections epidene, to make fair and veasonable financiad m:(msm;vn{n with fhe

shipping conpanies, by which the stoppage of Inter-Htate sea carrizge shall be uliviated.
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