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EXTRACT FROM THE VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
No. 111 of 22xp NovEMBER, 1920.

10. Pusuic Works CoMMITTEE- -REFERENCE AS Tu Lanps For COMMONWEALTH REQUIREMENTS I8 BRISBANE --

Anzac MeEMoRIAL Squars, BrispaNg.  Mr. Groum moved, pursuant to notice, That, heving in view existing
and probable future building regui fot the ¢ Ith Government in Brisbane, the Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Public Works be reqaested to inguite luto and report gencrally upon the lands, if any,
which it may be advisable to acquire for that purpose . “more particularly the advisableness, or otherwise, of
acquiring certain land in Adelaide-street, Brishane, and co vperating with the Queendand Government in o
scheme for creating an Anzac memorial square,

Mr. Groom having laid upon the Table o plan in conexion with such lands—

Debate ensued.

Question—put and passed,




PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC KWORKSS

ANZAC MEMORIAL SQUARE, BR‘ISBANE, QUEENSLAND.

The Parliamentary Standing Committes on Public Works, to which the House of
Representatives has referred for investigation and report the acquisition of lands

for the proposed Anzac Memorial Square, Brisbane, Queensland, has the honour
to report as follows :-—

INTRODUCTORY.

1. A movement has been initiated for the erection of an Anzac Memorial in a central and
ornamental area, to be known as Anzac Square. This square would comprise n section of land
immediately opposite the railway station, and bounded by Ann, Edward, Adelaide, and Creek
streets, which contains an area of 4 acres 2 roods 1 perch, of which 2 acres 2 roods 33 perches is
the property of the State, 3 rouds 24 perches belong to the Comu mwealth, and the Preshyterian
Church holds 3 roods 24 perches under deed of grant. The last-mentioned portion is under
Tense for a period of 21 years from the st July, 1912, to J. T. [sles, James Love, and I, A. Tsles,

2, In 1916, Messrs, Isles, Love, and Company placed the lease and buildings thereon under
offer to the Commonwealth for £25,000, which, however, was declined.

3. The land held by the Commonsvealth in Brishane having frontages to Adelnide and Ann
stroets, and which was taken over frum the State at a valuation of £20,000), plus £2 188 for
huildings, is now valued at £25,000,

PROPOSALS,

4. (@) In July, 1916, the Queensland State Government made a proposal which, when
summarized and read in the light of the evidence tendered hefore the (‘ommittee, at Brishane, by
the State Under-Secretary for Public Works, indicated that the State Government would surrender
60 feet of their Adelaide-street frontage conditionally upon the Commonwealth surrendering
10 feet of their frontage to Adelaide-street, so as to provide an area with a full frontage of 200 fect
to Adelaide-street by a depth extending back to Ann-street.

(b) That the Federal Government purchase the adjacent Presbyterian Chwrch Assembly
property and make o deed of gift of same to the Brisbane City Council, together with the land now
adjoining acquired by the Commoniwealth from the State.

(¢) That the Federal Government hand over to the Brisbane (ity Council the whole ofthe
Jand now held by it within this area, conditionally upon the Brisbane City Council purchasing the
portion held by the Presbyterian Church Assembly and surrendering to the Commonwealth
Government a strip having a frontage of 66 feet to Ann-street and Adelaide-street by the full
length of the Creek-street frontage.

(d) That the Federal and State Governments should surrender the whale of their land,
leaving the Brisbane City Council to negotiate for the purchase of the Presbyterian Church
Assembly property.

(e) That the Federal Government purchase the Preshyterian Church Assembly property
and surrender 165 feet of its Adelaide-street frontage by a depth of 174 feet for the purpose of
forming part of an ornamental square.

COMMITTEE'S INVESTIGATIONS,

5. The Committee visited Brisbane, inspected the site, and took evidence from the Chief
Commonwealth Architect, the Under-Secretary for Public Works, and Government Architect,
Queensland, Mayor and Councillors of the City of Brishane, Txecutive Member of the National
Anzac Memorial Committee, and other public men.

6. The Committee gave careful consideration to the several proposals submitted, whicl,
if approved, would undoubtedly create a precedent that might result m the making of similar

claims for financial assistance from other parts of the Commonswealth.
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7. The re:}uest contained in proposal (B) was, in the opinion of the Committee, quite
;mreasonable, and une that the Commonwealth Government would not be justified in acceding
0. .

8."In regard o propusal (¢), the Committee held the opinion that this suggestion should
not be entertained, in view of the fact that the Creek-street frontage would not be available for
building purposes until the expiration of the present leases in twelve years' time. A further
objection to his proposal was found in the disparity in the levels along the Creek-street frontage,
which would render difficult the cunstruction of buildings suitable for Commonwealth purposes

9. Proposal (@) commended itéelf to the Committee. The grant of 40 feet o the Brisbane
City Council and the creativn of a Nemorial Square 200 feet wide would insure air and light along
the whole of the Commonwealth land from Anun to Adelaide-streets, and the right to a pathway
would create a fruntage along the whole depth of the land in question. TUnder these cireumstances
the Committee, being assured that the creation of the square would enhance the value of the
ri:mimingxg Commonwealth property, felt justified in recommending the transfer of this portion of
the land.

COMMITTEE'S RECOMMENDATIONS.
10. The decision arrived at by the Committee is shown in the following extract from the
Minutes of Proceedings :—
M. Bamford moved—TLhat tlx;:A whole of the land owned by the Commonwealth and having u frontage of 132 fect

to Adelaid eet by a depth to Annstreet of about 285 feet be transferred to the State conditionally
that a suitablo area in an approved position be placed at the disposal of the (X 1th by the Qn land

Government vt by the Brisbane Munieipal Council for the crection of Commonwealth Offices, or alternatively that the
land be sold to the State or Brisbane Municipal Council on such terms as may be considered fair and reasonable in
regard to the value originally placed upon the said ares and taking into consideration the increased velue, if any, of
tho Jand in question.

Seconded by Mr. Mackay.

Carried unanimously.

Mr. Moloney moved—That, failing the acceptance of the preceding resolution, the Commonweslth Government
surrender to the Brisbane Municipal Council fur an Anzaw Memorial Square their portion of the block bounded by
Adelaide, Ann, Edward, and Creck streets, cunditionally upon the Municipal Council acquiring from the Preshyterian
Church Assembly the private lands at the Creck strect end of the syuare and handling over to the Commonywealth [ree
of encumbrances a 66-It. strip along Creck-street.

Seconded by Mr. Gregory.

The Committes divided on the motion—

Ayes (2). Noes (4).
Mr. Gregory. Mr, Bamford,
Mr. Moloney, Mr. Mackay,
Mr. Mathews,

Senator Plain.

And o it passed in the negative.

Mr. Bamford moved—That failing the acceptance of the terms embodied in the original motion, the
Commonwealth Government surrender to the Brisbane Municipal Council 40 feet of the land now in its possession on
the southern side of the said area for the purpose of cnabling the formation of an Anzac Memorial Square as referred to
in the Committee’s Roport, subjevt to full rights of light, air, and pathway on the routhern or lidward stroet side
of the remninmg huid and subject alsw to the Stote Gevernment surrendering 160 foet of their adjoining land for a
similar purpose.

Seconded by Senator Plain.

Carried unanimously.

Mr. Mathews d—That the Cq Ith Government der to the Buisl Municipal Council of
thesr portion of the block bounded by Adelaide, Ann, Edward, and Creck streets a sufficient area to cnable Aon and
Adelaide stregts to be widened to_tho extent of 14 feet.

Seconded by Senator Plain,

Carried unanimously.

Mr. Mackay moved—That the evidence adduced before the Committee disclosed the necessity for the erection of
Government offices to house the sarivus Commonscalth activities in Brisbane, and the Committee is of opinion that
n the near future, cunsideration should be given to the erection of premisen sufficient to contain the Federal
Departinents—the Lommonwealth land frunting Ann and Adelaide streets being considered suital) Ethis purpose

Seconded by Mr. Bamford. >

Carried unanimously.
(Signed) H. GREGORY,
Chairmen.

Office of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works,
< 527 Collins-street, Melbourne,
7th July, 1921.} B



