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EXTRACT FROM THE VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
No..113.or 2511 Noyeupes,. 1920, St

8. PynLic Works ‘QoMmTTEE—REFERENCE. OF WORK—SYDNEY (e Post OF -—REMODELLIN ,ir‘c.—' )
Groom moved, pursnant-to hotice, That, in ace with tho ;provisions:of the Cos 1th Pullic Works
Comamilice Act 19131914, the following’work bo referredsto:the. Payfian Standing Committec.on Publis*

Works for its investigation sad report thereon, viz, i-~Sydiey—General Post Offiéo—Rétodsllin and Additions,

* Mr. Grootthaving Inid upon.the Tublo plais, ., in connexion %ththo‘probpged work— g o
Question—pit and.passed. . N L ’
C e e

. .

PR 1919, the Royal Compmi

3 DARLIMENTARY STANDING QMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.
KY GENERAL POST OFFICE, REMODELLING
U AND, ADDITIONS.
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. TuE PARLIAMENTARY §TANDING. qu’g(}gimm‘pu. i’unuo‘Wo‘r}Ks,‘ to which the House
. of Representatives reforred: for investigation-and, report-thereon the: question of
Reniodelling and Additions to: the. General Post Office, Sydney; has the honour
to report as follows :—

e ..° . ¢ INIRODUQTORY. , |

1. The Genersl Post Office, Sydnoy, the first fection of which was ercoted in 1867, is &
fr’coatqqe,buﬂﬂmgo ¢laborate Italian renaissance design, forming.a quadrangle pied by minor
erections.varying in; siyf& angd character. The main huilding comprises basement, ground and
four other fisors; and has.a frontaga of ghout 355 feet to Martin-plnce and 110 feet to George and
Pittsbreets. ., . ... .. ., YL

2. When, under Federation, the postal activities of the States were taken over by the
Commonweglth, the Sydney General Post. Office was included in the Schedule of Transferred
Préperties at & ‘viluntioh of—building, £439,000; site, £208,000 ; total, £737,000.

%1 Since. tha- date of transfor from the, State to she Commonywealth, the cost of alterations "
and. additions, repairs, and’ maintenaneg heve amounted to about £60,000, which sum covers
additions in hand by the State Government at the date of Federation, -

4. n 1910, the: necegsity. for increased. accommodation became very apparent, and a
departmentsl .commi was appointed to-make investigati is. Commi recc ded
that the immediate requirements of the Department could. best-be met, both from; an.adminis-
trative and a financial point of view, by the acquisition of properties adjoining the existing
struoture, fronting both George and Pitt streets,-and-extending about’ 152 feet in a southerly
direction. The. purghase of this land. would ‘have permitted’ the. erection of a welllighted
building on the central area, leaving the business frontages and tensncies in Pitt and George
streets untouched and revenue-producing until required for postal extensions; The estimated
expenditure for this-property was. £381,860, <which amount included compensation: for severance
and distutbance: of tenants and provision for-compulsory sale. No action, however, was taken
to give effect to thisiecommendation. ' -

5. In 1915, the Mail and Parcels: Branches werp removed to-a new building at Central
squate, adjacent to the Railivay Stafion, which was erected priniarily for purposes of parcels post
ati & cbst of £8;);817'§3a: 4 0 te i

6. Tn 1017, plans for alteratiohy and: additions to the General Post Office, Sydney, were
ereparcd' by M. \E. B. Griffin at the instance of the then Postmaster-General (The Honorablp

W. Webster), who approved of their adoption on the 14th December, 1018, the estimated cost
being, £132,000—apparently nob incl ding contingent. engineering services, It was subsequently
proposed that cetfain alterations on the edstern portions of the ground floor should be cartied out
at once-in echformity with Mr, Grifin’s plans at & cost gt to exceed £22,000, but as the necessary
funds were Bob made available these snggested altetotions weére noy proceeded with,

: ion on Federal Eeonomies made inquiries into the working

* of $he varioug. Departments:in Sydney with a view of. qacentqixdu‘rrr what; alterations were necessary

to the: General Post Office to meet. the requirements of the public and the growing, needs of the

Department,.. As s xesult. of .such investigations, plans for the. alteration. of the General Tost

Qﬂ%g.werg‘ prepared,, by the Commonwealth Department of Works and Railways. After

consideration of the official plans and thoso subm'fted: by Mr, W, B.. Griffin, the Keonomy
Commissjon recomiended the adoption of the former at an estimated. cost of £160,000,

8, In 1920, revised plans were prepared by the Department of Works and Railways
showingsalterations and additions.estimated to;c03t.£268,807, whigh:included eifgineering sérvices,
viz., ventilation, sprinklers,.tiail-clevators and conveyors, and. Litehen, equipment—npt covered

by the provious estimate. s
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PRESENT PROPOSAL, ‘

to.th 9. Th; iéference to‘tlti:Commiﬁtce (t}m~192({1 rel:rised; plans) provides Ifo_i: dmétic'ult(cimtions,-
-the ground flopr:space, with, & view to coping with-the expansion of postal -actiyities and giving

suitable’ pogommodation for the needs v,‘:ﬁlthe,‘pnblig and the ynﬁpu\g.deqﬁi‘jps of t]‘!l'g’ mi?;e;g The

alterations’ ana. additions suggested will, while preserving the atchitectural: feature§ ‘of the

building,,be mainly in- f.!w tlirection pg‘seqpumtg gkten iyve new afegs of floor space with good natyral

Lot pL securing Bre8

RO DN

)

lighting, well ventilat d ial p -and with 3 minimum of strictural.Interruption
to.the operations to-be carried: on within: the Genera] Post. Office building. .

The existing minor s ding within $he quadrangular space referred to- are
proposed. to be demolished, and,. in ‘their stead, it is. suggésted, ‘to erect & reinforced: concrote:

' .

building with freestone facings and embeliiéhnients of'a sxmplexoliamcben to- Maitin-place, George -

and Pitt streets, in compact Tectangulor blocks divided: by light; areas, and _comprising baserhent,
ground, and vin¢ upper floots, besidés three mezzanite gaiféries— two on ' the-ground: foor aud
one on the first flooi~providing -a total available floor space,exclusive ot stairs, corridors; latrings,
&ao., of 208,184 super. feet, which, it is estimated; will. supply all requirements. for the next

fifteen to. twenty years.

0. B t.—In the 1 t of the new structure, proposed to be 15 ft. 5 in. high and
11‘ feet below the street level, will be Iocated ‘the  cable : bling room, ventilation and
mechanical plant, money “order Tecdrds, moéney otder stord, isaio stores, mail' platfotm, main
switcliboerd: foom," cleariers’ éhore, enigine-foord, iamsit il storhge, c%) ‘Batteries and-
niotors,” From Pitp-street, there is rance 20 feet twidé for motor lorrids, “&e., whish will~
proceed: down-a slopé to the level of this-floor, and an outway by tuhnel which i§ prachicallylevel
W;;_Iy{ the basement t"{oor under Martin-place to Ash-street. Provision is made for one- thaffic
only: R . Ty : > IR

centre of the by
Martin-place are 1o be proyi :
thres frotitaged facing Gieorge ) P

from three streets to every officé. on thd jr

and |

: srects to every ( a floor. " HAE it 8 pioposed to lobitothe posts

rosthnte, felegraph, stariips, inotiéy ‘oider; paredls, bulk-postage, private letter boxes, andl ihquiry

offices, Ax.nple'w.r,xtli{%? converienéés £6¢ the; general  public tre’ to b 3

cabinéts will: bé nstalled-in convenient positichs: on this floor, -
- o ' T L A e
12, Mezanine Gallei

5,000 super. feet of workin
theirroindg, e

: TOY vber,xﬂédg; fon.the-
8 gellery into: the telegraph. receiving chamber-at .the-George-street
eud of the structure. For this purpose 1,090 square fect havedbebn apportioned: .+ . - -,

14, Birst Iloor.—This, in un} s dasigned; £, ho, 19 feet high,
and is to be set aside for mail work. Tt will contain 27,096 squere feet, which will b utilized
g‘;’r{;?hlpp,}ng, and inland mails. On this floor will, be, another mezzanine gallery, » ‘J,lic,h will be

C

ling 4,524 squat féet of space, iheté all mail begs v opétied and their
thiough-chttes fo the mail floor. ~ ' 7 % AL

N [ . [ I
. lii.' .’lt.‘elefgraph Despatch. Gallery.—On. she-same floor provision is-also
of & mozzani amb

in unison, with, the ‘main Dbuilding;

[T

—This 8" proposed tb liavs'a heipht of 15
t. Spage has’been apportioned for, a.Board rodn.a
tary, Deputy Postmaster-Genetel; Chiie! Clérk, St
m tion is reserved. for the records; corrésponydence, dead 16
On this floor will be situgted rooms for laboratory

| Tt N
cé, dead 16tter, and’ clerfdnl seotions.
and'testing; telephione équipment, secti

ther, and

State engineers, ‘wireless and telegraph engineer, ‘supervising engineer, lixiéé:’g’e‘cg'iombrancheé, &,
ST N B N = T I AP EATANL A P
. M4 ! RN RO

16. Third Floor.— The Jieight of this as: depicted sin-the plans iz 1356, 2:in,, and the flooy
space 28,356’super..f§et._ Here will be housed thé) telephone teslé room, menitors’ and operdtoi's;‘
retiring  rooms, special: inquiry officers, medical branch, institute dlass; telegraph storés, and
despatoh rooris. ' I T TN

17. Fourth Floor—~This.floor-is to be 12 {t.6-in. high, and.its-area will be- 98,016, isuper,
feet. Provision is'made for telegraphs operating and a:telephone.ekohonge on this story, inclading
telephone clerical section, . AR 0.

LANPE

]

in
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Lo 187 F’t_‘ﬁﬁ,Eloar.x—‘If;;iézgug.'gé'éted-(;liis~élmll Be 12:£6: 6 in. high, with an ares of 10,790 super,

Jeat of apace. The.proposibion:1#.that, the George-street side shall be reserved for the:telegraph
aocounts goctidn, and the Pitt-street end for the télephone: accounts branch. A bregk, in the.
southern portion of the bu'lding, is made: at this point to enable more efficient lighting, of the
Jowex floors:

g,
‘8,824 super. feet, Tlgi$‘\vifl")$e= iven up 8p accounts work: gnd the. provision of accommolation
For theChief Accou.utani:. The George-strect end of the building will be for.expenditiire acoounts,
while the Pitt-street side will be devoted to the Cashier’s brandhi. - ’

" 90; Seventl Flooy,—Tliis s fo be-oxactly similar'to the sixth, and the whole- of the space
will'be alloeated to:the Adodurits Branoh, ' :

" 9L Eightk. Floor. This isto be 12 ft. 6-in, high, and contain a. floor aren of 8,330 super.
féot, On the Georgp-street side of the main entrance is.fo be a dining-room 52 ft.-6 in. by 14 ft.
G in., with dm aren,of 2,770 super: feet, where-employees will be able to: purchase their lunclicon.
Adjoining willibe 4 servery and scullery 44+ft. 6 in. by 25 fect; containing 760 super. feet. On the
;Bitﬁ-gt‘.i;eeﬁ side there will bé 4 recieation room 69 feet by 50:1t. 6-in., comprising.a space of 3,810
sperfect. ' -7 o ] ‘
9. Nipth Fléor,—Tt is proposed that the'height of this floor shall be 9 {t. 6/in.,.and thearea.
8,230 super. feet, It js.to be;set back from thée alignment of the eighth flour. On the George-
streof side there will e o kitchen 56 feet. by 30 feet, with a floor space of 1,630 super. feet, a botler
room, refrifierating, room, cool store, larder, and store room. On the Pitt street end: there will be
a dining room 61 feet by 41 feet, With anarea of 2,750 super, feet, which will be at the disposal
of officers, providing:,their own luncheon. A. promenade is also available on this floor,

28, Lifts~Three electrically-driven fast-travélling, passenger lifts, measuring, 6 {t.. 6 in. by
5-feet, are provided fot adjo the main entraiice, » sitmlar lift, 7 £t. 6 in. by 6 fect, at the staff
entrance,, Pitt-street, and angther, € ft. 6 in by 5.1t. € in,, at the staff entrance, George-street.
Two-goods 1ifes; each 12 feet by-8 feet,.and an elevator, occupying a.central pisition 1o-the rear
ot the-stiubture, are:also-included: _

24.. Ventilation.—Fresh dir will be drawn in-from. the top of the Luilding, carried down
-dugts into-the fan chhmbers-in the basement, and'mechanically discharged. Renewal of the air
avill take place about three times per hour.

25, Heating~—Trovision for, electrical hieating, wlhere- noeessary, will be made.

' 26, Power—This-will-be distributed by-electrically Ariven motors,

st Flogr.— The lisfglt of this floor, as designed, will be 12 ft. 6 in, and tho are-

Sttt HSTIMATED COST:
7. The depm:tmental‘ estimate of the cost of the worlg,as ontlined in the:proposal submitted,
Is set down at appreximately £268,807, made uplns"}ollows —

Alterations and additio £215,057

Electric light instellation . L .. .. £11,000
Meéchaniéal plint— g of five passenger lifts .. .o 14,000
o “Dwomaikditbs .. v Ly 2 .. .. .. 6,000
One bucket elevator (required for handling mailsy . ..o 12500
..Joose.mail.conveyois and elevators. .. .- - .. 3,000
R Ventilation,. . = .. P Lt e e 1»1,909
yprinklers " . 4,509
hen equipment p 3 3,000 .
[ b e e 53,750
: st : v £268:807

, o . o b

' I o
Sl COMMITTEE'S. INVESTIGATIONS,

.98, The General Conimittes visited Sydiieyin Februaty, 1921, and a Sectional Committee
Septeniber, caréfully inspected the site, and took evidente in Sydney and Melbourn: fm
rominent 6fficials .iéaiﬁng architects, and others, who were acqnalnted with the existing mlit';
in-the General Post Office; Sydney..- )

! i 90, ‘Iniforiation was elicited from ‘postal -officials as to the presns demands for space
bbbhwbyvgm‘spLoyée} and-the: publie, &0 how these could best be atiained, whilst the views of
ominent Sydiiey architects were obtained as to the most satisfactory’ method'rgf' improyug the
‘building without distutbing existing barmonies, e




) 30 It was explained that frequent consultations fhad'taken place between postal officials
and. officersof the Déﬁanmer_xt, of Works and Railways:as to.the most effeotive means of-mesting
the requirements of the public- dnd the staff, and: it wasagreed that the suggested: design would
provide the facilities desired, ' : i

s _3}._D\{ruxg the course of its deliberations, the Committes, had the henefit. of the advice
ard cxperiende of. tlne‘Ch-gf Commonwealth Architect, Commonwealth Surveyor Clenerl, Président
of the Institute of Architects. of New South Wales, Lord Mayor of Sydugy, Mr. W. B, Griffin,
and othe¥ representative gentlemen, o R

, ;o P SN - » o
.. 32. With the 2apid increase of population, the presesit-building is quite unsuitable to deal
with the volume of b to be transacted, quently shuch delsy and. confusion ensue.
Many of the rooms are extremely overcrowded, and the facilities: afforded to the genersl: public
are wholly inadequate, These-congested conditions, which take place in the varioug deparfments.
most. frequently used by the public, particularly at the stamps and money-order counters, telegraph
Lranch, and arvund telephone boxes, were very apparent to the Committee. The space available
for tgls- staff.is quite insufficient, ventilation is bad, and np. provision whatever is made for the,
health, comfurt. ard recreation of the employees. The existing state of things in many parts is so
unsatisfactory that were the same conditions to prevail in any privately-owned businegs, there 8
fittle doubt that the Health authorities would raise serious objections to theif ¢ tinuance; ’

COMMITTEE'S CONGILUSIONS. '

33. In the opinion of the Committee, immediate stops should be taken to :requei the.
General Post Office, Sydney, and bring it into line with modern buildings, fitted with up-to-date.
facilities and conveniences, ' ’ )

_ 34. In dealing with the report submitted to the Committes, three scts of plans’ were
supplied- the first by Mr. W. B, Griffin, the second by the Department. of Works and: Railways
In response to a.request received from the Economy-Commission, and ithe third by the. Department
(éf Wogﬁs and Railways. with- the reference transmitted by the, House of Rgpresentaﬁves to the

‘ommittec, . tee

33. An examination of Mr: Griffin’s plans-disclosed that the main feature was & postal hall
on the ground floor, with entrances for the general public from Martin-place and. Pitt-street,
where most of the Lusiness, with which. the public is associated, would be transacted. The
rectanguler block within the structure. was proposed to be of the same height as depicted in the
departmental plan, but contained approxima y 33,986 super. feet less floor space. The plans
furnished, other than that of the ground floor, did not show the allocation of departments on the
various stories. The estimated cost was set-down as £132,000, - : t )

30. Shetch plons and estimate of the cost of remodelling at £168,000' were-obtained by the
Economy Commission from the Department of Works and Railways.

., ST Ata later dnte more complete (flans were prapared by the: Depz;x.tn_x_éx;t.éf Works and.
Railway s, containing provision fur many additional servicesand mechanical.applianges not allowed
for in the previous designs, and estimated to cost £368,807.. -

3€. The Committec is _of opinion that, the ground floor plam, as ‘fhrn'iéhed by the
Department of Works and Railways, would provide greater facilities for the sutisfactory transaction
of public business than could be ‘achieved By the adoption of either of the other plans,

39. The Comimittee gave the most serious consideration to the qiestion of whether the
ground. fioor should contain a main postal hall, as designed by Mr. Griffin, utilizing approximately
one-half of ‘the floor area, or whether it should be lm'dg‘ out on the lines of the departmental plan,
which provides for a vestibule 15 feet wide accupying the fall length of the three frontages with
access to the various departmental activities. The Committee's decision is governed by the
fuct that the General Pust Office, Sydney, s differently situated ftom any other post office in the
Cummun\veult‘h. inaspurc. as all frontages are centres of busy thoroughfares, .
e b Ill(lix addm;n, insteaddof the L’d,frd conveni beingall trated, in oné.portion of

e building, these, according to the departmental plan, will be placed at rerular intervals
throughout the whole of the ggound; floor. o P be plieed 4% pegular mferval

40. The: Committee approves of the expenditure proposed: for -gonveying, by mechanical
means, letters quted‘ by the general publie direct tothe sortmg room,and, under such circumstances,
considers provision should be made for posting letters from within the vestibule. as well, as {rom
outside the building. et e

b

&

m

© oo AL 0ffce accominodation for the staff on the various floors is considered fully adequaté’
. dorpredent purposes; while speoial provision is being, made for. lencheon. rooms, library, and-Postal
‘Institute. - The provision. for. luncheon rooms is considered absolutely essential, and should tend
to' 'ireaiﬂy‘ increased efficiency and; comfort. The Committes thinks, however, that the question
ofithePostal Tnstitute is one; that needs. careful attention, as, although a, Postal Institute run, on
roper-ines:is-advantageous from the: point, of view of the ofjﬁqers themselves and; of. the Service

-generally, it is:6f opinion that there mayshe a tendency for it to extend too far in cerlain direetions,
and considers thab thie scope-of, the. Institute.sliould be-definitely lnid-down by the-Government,
2nd:not; by a.single Minister, in order that, the best value'may be derived from the money sperit
by the Commonwealth thereon, , o

| 42, As stiown in paragraph 97 of the Committed)s Report, the estitnate £268,807 includes
many items not allowed.forin the estimate submitted to the Economy Commission, to which has been.
-sdded the inereased -cosh of labour and material sét down ab about 40' per cent, It is difficult,
however, to calcitlate what the actuslcost for this work will:be owing to-its complex nature, and
thé fluctuation in prices; The completion of thisundertaking will accupy at least-three-years, and
b is impossible to say what the cost of labour and material throughout that period will be.
g .43 Considerabloattention was devoted to thé question astowhether the receipt and delivery
of mails from overseas, Inter-Staté-and: country, should bp continued at the Ceiitral:square office
or removed to the General Post Office. The Committee agree with the departmental view that,
“by concentrating ot the General Post Office, economy could be at once effected to the extent of
£12,000 per annum,, that & proposed expenditure of £1,200 a year, in alterin-tlie route by which
‘the- gorintry registéred matter is conveyed, could be saved, and that speedier-and more effectivé
delivéry of city and country mailsrwould be avsured, e .

44, T addition, by concentreting the Mail Branch at Head Office,. the area vacated by
_ the Mail Branch at Central-square. could be. utilized' as a telegraph and telephone workshop, and
+ éffeet arsaving 6f°£1,931'per annum, which sum represents the rentalnow-being paid bythe Depart-
“ment for workihops: Also. the. Deputy Postmaster:General, Sydney, stated that about £2,500
‘1adiii€io’nn:l- could: be'saved.in supervision, &o.. L

45. Wlile provision-should bémade for the receipt and delivery-of ordinary and registered
parcels at tlie General Post Offics, the. main parcels office should be at Central-square, adjeining
‘the'Railivay Station, at which all bulk parcels should be received and-delivered.”

46. It is.considered essential that a special water main be extended from the West side ‘of
George-street and also from Castlereagh-street, to provide an:efficient water supply in.case of fire,
and: that-an électrie: automatic pump be installed in the basement. . .

47, Provision is made in the estimate for the supply of automatic five sprinlders at a-tost.
of £4,500, but, in View of the fact that the building is under constant supervision and the greatest

- danger from fire would come from outside, the Committes does not consider this éxpenditure
necessary:. '

1 48, "The éstimated cost of r delling the G 1 Post Office is £268,807, which, at 6 per
cent., would represent an annual interest charge of £16,128. , As aginst this, evidence showed
that, in addition to. providing, greatly incrensed facilities, a substantie] annual saving would be
effected by carrying out.the proposed work.. This.amount is-stated in- evidencé to-be—

. Concentration of Parcels Office work at.Central Mail Branch £12,000 per annum

f

Altering the route by which mails aré ¢onveyed .. . 20( -
Abolition of rental of workshops .. . .. 1,931 »
More effective supeivision .. o .. 2,5:90 “
Abolition of rental paid-for-offices, Macdonnell House . 630" "

‘ ' . £18,261 per annum.

so that the annual saving effected would exceed the interest charge-on‘the cost of remodellifig by
-over £2,000. g .
49, During the course of its investigations, the. Committeo ascertnined that various
. suggestions had been made from time to time for incrensing the postal avea with a view to providing
-for nécessary*future: expansion.. .
’ - "The priveipal of these. suggestions.were for the. acguisition- of— ‘
(@) THe vhole block bounded by Pitt, King, and George streets and, Martin-place.
" (b)- A plece of:land 80 feet x 145 feet ab.the Tear of the General PostOffice, comprising
e "~ “portion of the axen ocenpied by Messrs, Hofinung and Sands. )
-{c}. The acquisition-of an-area: of Jand: 80 feet x 70 feet.at the xear of the General Post
<. ‘Office, being pottion: of the area occupied by John Sands and Company.
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