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7. PubLic WoRKS CoMMITTEE—REFERENCE 0F WORK—PERTH (NEW) GENERAL Post OpFicE ExTENSION.—Mr. Groom:
moved, pursuant to notice, That in d with tho provisions of the O ith. Public Works Commil
Act 1913-1914, the following work be referred to the Parl 'y Stendi i on. Public Works for
its investigation and re port thereon, viz. :—Perth new Genexal Post Office huilding under construction—
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Mr. Groom having laid upon the Table. plans, &c.,.in connexion' with the proposed work.
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WdRKS.

EXTENSION GENERAL POST OFFICE, PERTH.

REPORT.

The Parli tary Standing C ittee on Public Works, to which the House of
Representatives referred for investigation and report the .question of the
proposed Addition of Two Floors to the new General Post Office Building, Perth;
for the purpose of providing accommodation for the Taxation and other
‘Government Departments, has the h ‘to report as follows :—

INTRODUCIORY.

- 1. The existing General Post Office, Perth, is jointly occupied by the Commonwealth and
the State. At the inauguration of Federation, when the postal properties were transferred to the
Commonweslth, it was decided that this building should not he transferred as it wasquite apparent
even then that a new General Post Office would be required at an eatly date. Arrangements were
made for only portion of the building to be regarded as Commonwealth propeity, the Federal
Government paying interest on the yalue of that portion.

2. With the extension of postal business and the. increase of staff, it was found necessary

to provideadditional accommodation.and, on the 30th August, 1811, the Commonwealth acquired,
as a.gite for a new post office, &e., an avea of land having frontages of about 335 feet to Murray
and Wellington streets by a depth. of about 403 feet at a cost of £178,000. From Murray-street to
Wellington-street, it is proposed to-construct & new street 84 feeb wide. This will leave & strip
of land. on the eastern side of the ares of 66 feet; by 403 feet, which it-has. been suggested might be
let -on building leages until required for Commonwealth purposes.

. 8. It was'then decided to proceed with the erection of a mew General Post Office on portion
of the block to the west of the proposed new street, tlhe remainder being reserved as sites for other
Commonwealth buildings, such as Customs House and C. ealth Bank.

4. 'The building, az originally designed for the new General Post Office, was of nine floors
but was reduced to seven, as ab thab time it was considered that five floors would meet the require-
ments of the General Post Office and provide for reasonable expansion for a long period, and that
the extra two floors would house. the local branches of all other Commonwealth Departments with
the exception of Defence and Customs. In 1914, a contract was accordingly let for the erection
of a building of seven floors, but within & month of the letting of the contract war broke out, delays
in obtaining material occurred, and the building which was to have been complefed in 1917 is still
unfinished.

5, The postal business has expanded, and new departments have been created notably
the Taxation Department, and it is now apparent that the building as contracted for would not
be latge enough to accomniodate the Postal Department and the local Commonwealth offices.
The latest calculation shows that the Postal Department would require six floors, and that the
Taxation Department would require one whole floor at once and additional space in three years.

PRESENT PROPOSAL.

6. The present proposal is that-the-contract-be-extended to include two. additional floors
for which the building was originally planned. This, it is anticipated, will provide for all
C ealth requil ts_excluding Customs, Defence and Repatriation, for a period of
approximately fifteen years, and leave a space of about half a floor, which it is hoped may be
leased by the State Government.

. ' ESTIMATED COST.

7. The contract price for the original building was £232,700, and when the question was
considered some time ago it was estimated that the two extra floors could be added for about
£40,000:. Arrang ts have, however, since been made with the Contractor, under which
allowanoe js to be paid for increased cost.of labour and material, and it is probable that the two
extra stories would now cost approximately £50,000.

. 8. The time y to complete the work is
conimencement.

ted at two years from the date of
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COMMITTEE'S INVESTIGATIONS.

9. The Committee took evidence in regard to this matter in Melbourne, and then appointed
An
inspection was made of the present General Post Office and of the building In couise-of construction,
and evidence was obtained from the: Chief Architect, Department. of Works and Railways,. the

s [sectional committee for the

Principal, Architect, State Public Works Department, Western Australia, the Deputy Postmaster-

urpose -of making further investigatiops in Perth.

General for Western Australia, the Contractor erecting the building and others.

10. Tt was apparent to the Committee that, the space provided in the existing General Post

Office is inadequate and unsatisfactory, and that.the new building will provide much needed relief.

Tt was seen that the building, in course. of erection, i almost comipleted excepting for the roof,.
and the. Committee was informed that any additional work required could be carried out more

secoriomically now than if action be deferred..

11, The figures quoted' by the Deputy Postmaster-General showed that there had been a
steady increase in the work of the department, and the Committee was assured that the
accommodation now proposed would be adequate for a period of at least fifteen years.

12. Evidence was obtained to-the effect that the various local Commonwealth Offices in:

Perth are situated in different parts of the city in premises leased from private owners, and that
rental for such accommodation is being paid' to: the extent of £2,636 per annum.

13. As the present leases terminate, it is possible this figure. may be increased as-alreadyja
demand is being made for an increase of £110 per annum in respect of one office, the lease of which

terminates during 1921.

opinion that the work of adding the two extra stories be proceeded with as proposed.

. 14, In view of the fact that the present Contractor is still in possession of the building andas
his cranes, &c., are in position, it is improbable that other contractors could be induced to submit
tenders for the two extra stories, neither would it, in the opinion of the Committee, be'economical
to call for tenders for the additional work. In the course of his examination, the present contractor
stated that he would be prepared to carry on the work on & schedule basis, and the Committee
recornmends that, if a reasonable rate can be arrived at by agreemient b
and State Public. Works Departments and the Contractor, the work be entrusted to the present

Contractor on such condition,

£
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mins 1 Realizing this, and the advisability and convenience of all Federal
activities being concentrated in one Commonweslth building, the Committee is unanimously of

ADDITIONS NEW GENERAL POST OFFICE, PERTH.

: MINUTES OF EVIDENCE

WERNESDAY, 22xp DECEMBER, 1920.
(Taken at Melbourne.)
Present:
Mr, Greaory, Chairman;
Senator Foll,

Ford

the total cost of ‘£178,000. It must be remembered
that when the land was acquired in 1911 there wero
only frontages to Murray and Wellington streets.

4. To the Chairman.—I have propared a list of the
various tenancies showing those which need: not be in-
terfered with for some time, and those which will be
d ined i di or as soon as the rond is con-

Mr. B
Mr. Mathews,

Senator Newland,
Mr. Parker Moloney.

Benator Plain,
Mr. Atkinson,

John Thomas Hill Goodwin, Commonwealth Surveyor-
General, Melbourne, sworn and examined.

1. To the Chairman—I was not aware until yester-
day that the question of adding two stories to the new
General Post Ofiice, Perth, had been referred to the
Committes for investigation and report. The whole of
the area shown on the plan before the Committee com-
prises approximately 3 acres 17 perches, and is situated
between Murray and Wellington streets. The land was
‘nequired on. 80th August, 1911, at a total. cost of
£178,000, and hag.a frontage of 508 links to Wellington-
streot, and o similar frontage to Murray-street, with
a depth of 811 links, The portion coloured green on
the plan represents the proposed re-subdivision; the
centrn] block being the new General Post Office. The

block facing Murray-street is the proposed site for .

branch of the Commonwenlth Bauk, aund that facing
Wellington-street has been reserved for a Customs
Houso building. It is proposed to comstruct a road
84 feet wide. between Murray and Wellington streots,
and that will leave a strip on the eastern_side of the

road 66 feet wide by the total length, I do not know-

what it is intended to do with that. land, but in all
probability it will be let. on. long building. leases. It
has, I believe, beon suggested that the land might be
lensed for a term of ninety-nine years for building
purposes. It is . very valuablo strip, as it is,in closo
proximity to the Perth Railway Station, which faces
Wellington-street.  Murray-street is a throughfare
which has been considerably improved, and it will
become a very good street in time. The site on which
it is proposed: to erect n branch of the Commonwenlth
Bank is worth from £40,000 to £45,000, The width
of the proposed: Toad is 84 feet, and the projections
on the plan, as shown in red, indicate ' the existing
buildings. The green line shows the proposed
alignment. \ .

2. To: Mr. Bamford —With regard to the new street,
it will not be necessary to demolish the buildings on
the: Commonvwealth Bank site, but some alteration will
have to be made to Dynon’s property. Tho Arcade,
which is ouly a galvanized iron building divided into
cubicles, will have to be demolished.

3, To ‘Mr. Mathews~The gross annual rental from
tenants s £10,420 1%s, 8d., ont of whith is paid
£715 %s. for water rates, and £870 0s. 9d. for muni-
cipal rates, leaving a net: balance of £6,007 12s: 11d,,
showing a net return of about 5. per cent. per annum on

structed. I hand in the list' for the information of
the Committes. The new street must be construeted
before the General Post Office can be used.

5. To Mr. Mathews.—The construction of the road”
will depend on the completion of the General Post
Office.  If the road were to be put through within
twelve months some of the tenancies would have to
be determined in six months, Those in the arcade are
weekly tenants. No arrangement has been made with
the Commonwealth. Bank as to the area to be taken
over, and although nothing definite has been done, the
block to which T have referred is always regarded as
a site for a branch of the Commonwealth Bank, If
it is utilized for that purpose the bank will of course
Lave to pay for it. The Murray-strect frontage of the
bank block is approximately 185 feet, and it was once
suggested that the new Post Office should be placed in.
the centre of the purchased area, with frontages to
suitablo entrances from Murray and Wellington streets.
but the present plan was adopted as more suitable and
economical as it enables the postal buildings to be
constructed on the least expensive land and revenue
cbtained from the remainder until required for Com-
monwealth purposes. Several schemes were considered
in conmexion with the utilization of the land acquired.
The land. now occupied by the Royal Arcade will be
very valuable when the new road is construeted.

6. To the Chairman~When certain tenancies are
determined the revenue from rentals will be affected;
but there will be a certain area of land available for
salo or leasing.  The present income is obtained from
premises that cannot be allowed to remain standing
much longer as they are a disgrace to the city of Perth.
With referonce to the revenue which will be received
after the tenancies in conmexion with the new street
have been determined, rentals to the extent of £6,640
will be affected, and the properties not interfered
with by the rondway will return approximately
£3,779." The opening of the road will improve the
general surroundings. Some of the premises are fifty
years old, and as they are in a very bad atate of repair
they must bo demelished a¢ no very distant date, When
the roadway is.completed the avea on the eastern ‘side
of the General Post Office will. increase in value, be-
cause it will then have a frontage.. There is a froutage
of 66 feet to Murray and Wellington streets, and: when
tHe road is put through the depth will become a front-
age. -Tho right-of-way shown on the plan is not a
public right-of-way, and although it is included in the.
purchase it will not be reserved as a thoroughfare in
counexion, with future plans.




. 1 To Mr, Atkinson—When the proposed roadway
is comstrugted there will be.a: strip 66 foot wide after
allowing for the 84 feet road,, I do: mot: know if
anything dofinito has' beon. suggested in connexion with
tho erection of 2 new Customs House or Commonwealth
Bank building, The sites mentioned have not been
specially dedicated for those purposes, because tlie
Commonwealth Government have mnot adopted the
practice of formally dedicating land; but wo have
always rogarded those areas as being reserved for the
purposes mentioned. The premises at present leased.
have not been let for long periods, and most of thoso
likely to be disturbed are quarterly or weekly tenants,
The hotel property will. not bs affected. by this scheme.
Theye are.no lenses. in force ‘which will affect our im-
mediate future arrangements. I understand the pro-
posal to erect two additional stories. is to enable dif-
feront Commonwealth Departments to be lioused in the.
building which at. present. cannot be done. The Com-

2.

monwerlth Qovernment aro at present paying
£2,088 29, for this accommodation, and are ocenpying
20,039 square feet.qt an avorage, cosk of 24..6d: per
aquare foot. I undorstand tho proposal, if adopted,
will add an additional 31,900 super. feet, and the extra
space would not. be too much to hold in reserve.
Beliovo it fo Tie very desirablo to seeure such accom-
modation, beeauso on every oceasion wheu new leases
re secured the rents are indremsed, and in Peorth, as
in Melt , the C 1th offices' are d’
«all ovor :the city, which causes considerable incon-
venionce to thoss having business to traunsnet with
Commonwealth Departments. Work can e moro ex-
cditionsly and efficiently carried out in- & modern
uilding, and probably a saving in spaco would Lo
effected. For' the information of the Committec I
hand in a statement giving particulars of premises:
leased in Perth for Commowwealth purposes, Tt is
as follows:— ’

Namo and Loeatton. uate | Acoual Teotal, | Raeper . Tensncy orDateof
Magl Ghambers, Barrack siost e
gﬁ:bm(‘;lor? j on Ground Floor .. . o . 550 13¢ 2 0 410 31.8.21,.thon monthly
Rooma 1'and 3 on Ground Floor v . 775 | 1566 0 © 40 30.8.21, with option of
Room 7 on Ground!Floor N i
Room 9 on Ground Floor . o OBOS RS [
AM.P, Chumbers, St. George's-terrce— It
War Pensions Branch—Rooma 89 to 96 and 100 on 5tk Floor .. '
Olg‘-]ago» Ponsions: and, War Pensions—Rooms 90 to 82 on 5th g
oor .. ‘. . e v . .. '
Works Registrar—Roomn 89 on 6th Floor A R B e
N P;bl.;c sder\cn}::: Ignpecwr—llonma 93 to 96 on & lonr . i i
; .
melvir .:a,;:r;g Bne'?n u‘:lﬂt;' 105 St. George's-terrace.—Meteorological— 762 130 0 0 L] Monthly*
illar's Timbor and Trading Coy.—31 3 —] g
o e ng, Coy. embers’ Rooms—Rooms 6'and 7 420 and lgg 18 g 70 Monthly.
King-street.—Taxation Branch.(leased from Mrs; Crocker) .. 11,300 nlm&;sg o0 12 passel
and rates and '
Pecth . . insurance R
it Fctosy Offices and Artifioial A 29,::(51 100 . 23.3.26
Willa Buildings, Murray-strest.—War Servico Homos Bokeron|
] , Murr arc § o .. {Unknown| 470 0 0 | .. | Yean
Pl'g.nlnl'eol' opposite Printing Offi El ! Offico and 2,600 | 30 0 0 30 3l.8.2yl
Total. .. . . . . 20,03 | 2036 20 | 26

8. To Mr. Mathews—1I understand it will -be twelve
months before the new General Post Offico is: avail-
able for occupation; the completion of the work is
governed, largely. by the supply of materinl, The pre-
sent tenants. will not be disturbed: until the con-
struction of the road is commenced. It would not be
advisable to have a 60 feet rond to prevent disturbing
the. arcade. tenants, beoause that would mean that dila-
;udut_“:d premiges would be opposite the Post Offico.
I d ion is. to . road, and,
then lease the lond on terms, which will justify the
erection, of suitable buildings. The structures on the
General Post Office site are very old and in a bad
state of repair.. : .

9..T0 the Chairman.—In connexion with the pre-
mises leased for Commonwealth purposes it will be:
noted in thte return submitted that the rate per square
foot varies from 2s. to 7s., but that is becnuse leases
have been taken out at different times. That is probably
the reason why the rate of 2s: per square foot is shown
againgt the A.M.P. Chambers, and one of 7s. in con-
nexion with Millar's Timber and Trading Company’s
building. It ‘is: not within my ptovince to estimate
the cost per square foot if the two additional: stories'

are constructed at the new General Post Office. If
the proposed work is completed tho leasing of the new
offices will be under the control of the Ilome and
Territories Department, which Department finds Com=
lth office dation. The rentals foi ae-
commodation. in Commonwealth buildings are fixed by
the Home and Territories Departient on a seale. which
}ms.been adopted.  Where a portion of a: building, is:
available for letting my Department is approached,
and the rent to be &harged is based on the cost of con-
struetion,, having in view the market value, T have
not received any information as to the extra accommo-
dntion.thnt would be required by the: Taxatipn Depart-
ment in the event of the Commonwealth nuthoritics
collecl‘mg State taxes. I know the premises at. present
oeeupied by the Taxation Department in Perth, gnd:
glthough. they were ddequate two years ago, I am ot
in a position to sny whether- the accommodation at pre-
sent is sufficient. = The Repatriation Department, and
Artificial Limb Factory are included in the list of pre-
mises: leased for' Commonwenlth: purposes; but as steh
Departments: are of a_temporary nature: only, it ia not
likely that they would be housed in tho, now, twilding..

8

10. To Mr. Matheiws.—I am not prepared to give
an approximate estimate of the frechold valuo of the
86" feot adjoining tho proposed roadway. The best
way to arrive at its true value would be to offer it at
auction; but that should not b dome until the con-
struction of the roadway was well advanced, or even
completed, and the débris clearcd away so that pur-
chagoers could see what they were buying.

(Taken at Perth.)
TUESDAY, 25w JANUARY, 1921
- Present;
(Sectional Committee.)

Mr: Greoory, Chairman; .
Senator Foll I Senator Newland.
Mr. Mathews
John Smith Murdoch, Chief Architect, Department of
Works and Railways, sworn and examined.
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11. To the Chairman—The plans, d to Par-

a view to getting it to rent any surplus accom-
modation after the Commonwealth needs had been
provided for, in the event of the (‘omxpgnwonlth Go-
vernment going on with the two additional stories,
and making the building completo. Tho State Govern-
mant considered that proposal, which, from 2 building
point-of view, scemed a very attractive ane. The Com-
monwenlth Government suggested that the Stato Go-
vornment should occupy at lenst one floor. The terms
of the proposal were that the. rent to bo paid by the
State Government should be 6 per cent. on tho capital
cost of the particular floor it might oceupy. That was,
T, think, in the year 1917. There were definite estimates
4 to what the square foot of floor-space would cost, [
might read the first memorandum on the subject, which
I ﬁlink summarizes the position fairly,” It is dated
the 31st October, 1917, and wns put before dMr. Watt,
who was at that time Miniater for Works, It was as
follows :—

Tho State Public Works Department,, which s superintend-
ing erection of this huilding, now asks to be informed vespecl.
ing the proposed provision of additionnl floors for ‘the accom-
modation of local brenches of all Commonwealth Departments,
except Defence and Customs.

The building was originally intended, and has heen designed,

with the nbiect of concentrating in its upper floors ail local
c. |

linment, which are now before the Committce, are for
a new fifth floor and sixth floor an eleva-
tions, showing the architectural effect of the
introduction of these proposed floors. In  sub-°
mitting the proposal to Parliament, the Minister
for Works. gave a short statement regarding it. His
remarks were to the offect that the building had been
designed to carry nine floors, but the contract that hiad
been let provided for seven-floors only; that is, the
building had been designed for two extra floors, the
intention being to have them introduced at somo future
time when the: Tequi L2 the 1th
warranted it. Tho Minister, in tabling, this referenco
in Parliament, said :=—

‘When, the contract was cntered on in 1014, it was considered
that seven floors would meet requirements as to space of the
Postmaster-General's Department and loeal branches. of other
Commonwealth Departments. for a long, perlod.

Expansion of the Departments, particularly” the Taxation
Department, and its probablo amalgamation with the Taxa-
tion Department of the State, has been such that the accom-

modation being provided under the contract will

activitics, Lnt in the last fow years these have
so expanded that the floor apace heing provided under the
original contract will not be sufficient for even their imme-
diate requirements, and the question whether additional stories
which the building has Leen. designed to carry should not he
roceeded with, ns a continuation of the existing contract, has
or some time leen under consideration.

The section of the building now heing constructed provides
& hasement, fivo floors, and a flat roof, on which will be
erected recreation and enting rooms, &e.

It is d that the ~General’s D
will immediately require all the space being provid‘cd, with
the exception of one floor (the fourth), and that possibly after
about fifteen years further necommodation may be required
by that Department.

This fourth floor {(ahout 15,400 superficial fect) would thus
he mvailable for other Departments for probably about fifteen
years, but the present requirements of these Departments ara
estimated to be aliout 19,000 feet of epace, and that to meet
n ten yenrs' expansion they will require a further 4,000 feet.
Tn fact, hetween expansion and establishment of possible addi-
tional departniental branches, I think it may be assumed that
in ten years about two full floors would be required.

Theso branch offlces at present consist of Federal Members’
rooms, Tugation, Public Service Tnspectar, Oldage and War

Pensions, Works, El
o %

to effect the inteniion to all the in

Food Prices &c,  For theso offices,

thifs “building, )

Tt is. considered desirahle, therefore, from the stand-points
of economy and convenience to, extend the contract by inclu-
sion' of the. two additional floors’ for which the building has
been planned.

The proposal would add gbout 31900 superficial feet of
offcctive office spnce to tha hmilding,

“From .the beginning' all the. space thus created might not
bo required. for Commonwealth purposes, in which case it is
expected arrangements van be made with the State Govern-
ment fo rent any surplui spaco until required by the Com-
monwealth, .

Negotintions with. the contractor as tu the value of the prp-
posed extension have not been entered. on, but it is anticipated *
the work will cost. from £45,000 to £50,000,

Perhaps- it would be as well for the Committee to know
that in 1914, when the contract for the building was let,
just o month or so before the war broke out, it seemed
that seven floors might carry on. the Commonwealth
activities' for a long ‘time; but the work had not pro-
gressod very far when it became apparent that further
accommodation might be necessary. Perth was growing
very fast, and I understand it is- growing fast now.
There were additional Commonwealth departmental
activities on account of the war, such as the
direct taxation department, and it appeared that
the building, when completed according' to the plan,
would not house all those nctivities, Steps ware faken
when Mr, Watt was Minister for Works to approach
the State Government of Western Australia. with

rentals to private property owners amounting to about £2,200,
plus sundry rates, taxes, and insurance premiums, are being
prid, the accommodntion Leing mord or less unsuitable, and
spread about the city.

The building has been designed to earry two full additional
floors, each of about 13,800 superficial feet, total about
27,000 feet, and ihe probable cost of their erection would be
about £60,000. Caleulated at £6 per cent. for interest, liqui-
dation, and: upkeep, that capital sum would represent an
annual vental per foot space of ahout 2. 2d, mot a high
figure, considering the quality of the accommodation.

1f the additionnl stories should be erected, the position would
thus be' that more than one floor' and a half, or about 24,000
feet would be available for letting, either to the State Govern
ment or to private tenants, until absorhed for Commonwealth
purposcs, n gradual process which would extend over probably
fifteen, years, .

The State Government has for some time contemplated
building further public offices in Perth, and it might suit ite
policy to become tenants for some years of surplus space in
the new G.P.0, building.

Ercction of the further stories might also accord with Com-
monwealth policy in providing work at a& time when large

ies of tradesmen may be returning from the war, whilst
the proposal would provide the eom}:lete building at once, and
avoid dialocation to the office work, which additions te the
structure after occupation would cause,

On the other hand, there is. the question of the large immp-
dinte capital expenditure to. consider.

{5gd.) Perox T. OwEN,
Dircctor-General of \Works.
31st October, 1017.
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That memorandum first vaised the question-whether it.
would be advisablo to proceed. with tho two floors. This
was roferred by Mr. Watt to the Postmaster-General,
swho saw no objection o the work going-on. Theu Mr.
Groom ‘bocame Minister' for Works, and' he came to
Perth, and had. conversations -with some: of tho State

opening of: thomegotiations, Aftefisdrie Yeminders; the
following reply was received from .the.Premier of
Western Australia, under date: 17th September, 1918

I regret. that your letter-of’ the 26th'July last, with regard
to the f the Westo iy being

P m A an e
alle lo%ncupy part of the new Post Officd building in'the ovent
of the Ce 1tk deciding to add two further

Ministers on tho subject. As. 2 result, tho foll g
lotter was forwarded by the Acting Prime Minister to
tho. State Government, signed by Mr. Watt as Acting
Prime Minister, and dated 26th July, 1018: —

In furtherance of a promise by my colleague, the Minister
of State for Works ‘and Railways, in- o recent con-
versation with you at Perth, I am addressing you in
respect to what prospect there may be of your Government
belng able to occupy for a. term portion of the above mew
building in the event of the C: decid:

floors, has remained so long unanswered.

Wao have been going earafully into-the matter,.but. find-thnt
when the present Post Ofllec buildings are. vacated we shall
Thave ample room to accommodate ll our officers for gome time
to come.

In any ovent, when the financlal position of the State permita
of such, we nre anxious to erect modern Luildings to house all
our officers together, .

Under the whilat app . your con-
on tho subject, I am unable to hold out any hope

ing to add two further floors above those provided under the
current contract,.and.thus completing' the. structure.

“‘When 'the building wes planned in 1014, it was anticipated
that without the two top floors the building would have begn
ample in which to concentrate the Postmaster-General’s Departe
ment and Jocal' branches: of other Commonwealth Departments,
and thatithe upper-floora which the structure has. been designed
to carry could be- left for erection to mect expansion at a
remoto futuro date,

Since 1914, however, unlooked-for expansion of some Com-
monwenlth Departments has oceurred, with the result that the

of this Government being able- to.make uso of any portion, of
the new Post Office building,

The effect of this.was that the Commonwealth Minister
for Works intimated that under the cireumstances he
did mot proposo to proceed with the work of the
two projected stories. In the meantime, the avail-
able space on the fourth floor was allotted. It was
proposed to give:that floor to the TaxationDepartmient,
the Commonwealth Public Service Office, arid one room
to the M logicnl Branch, and plane wefe got ott

Post:Office building as now being erected will not
thom all,

This brings: my Government to consider the advisability or'
otherwise of completing’ the building as an extension of the
exislin% contract; but as such cxtension would mean that there
would be surplus accommodation to the extent of at least a:
full floor {about 14,000 superficial feet), which the Common-
wealth Government could ' not utilize for some years, the whole
question bocomes contingent' on ability to suitably let this
available apace,

The Commonwealth Government takes. the view that private
tenants in this building would bé undeairable, so thut its pos-
eible extension. depends upon whether it may be utilized advan-
tageously' and- economically by public Bepartments,

Between Governments it §s not desired that profit should be
looked' for, 8o that the terms upon which.possible occupation
by State Departments of the available apace might be arranged
would be merelg interest and, sinking fund, caleulated upon
capltal cost of the space accupied, say 6 per cent. on outlay.

Calculations show that on these terms your Government
would oceupy tho.available space in this building, if such were
provided, at.a rate per superficial foot very much lelow what
it is understood is being paid by it for officc premises in
private buildings.

Whilst the present is not a co

0g!
on thoso lines. In October, 1920, the Commissioner of
"Taxation visited Perth in connexion with the amalga-
mation of the State and Federal Departments. During
his visit, he sent this telegram to Molbourne :—

Re portion fourth floor new Post Office nllotied us, inspected
floor to-day. We must have whele floor for immediate require.
ments, and will need further space in about three years,  Ad-
ditional space would' be i i required if:C
and State stafls are merged, as Yroposem My scheme contrae-
tor sintes decision re additional floors te be erected urgently
necessary, as lo is about move large crane to close aver floory
present erected. If new floors added will retain crane present
position,, place steel work in position, and carry.upiwalls, Im-

fate decision will save lieavy subsequent expense.
That is, the Commissioner of Taxation found that
right from the beginning ho would want for his own
Commonwealth purposes tho whole.of:the fourth floor
that had been allotted to him and the two other Depart-
ments mentioned.  That, of course, again raised the'
whole guestion of the additional two stories. ~ Con-
sideration_was .given to the. possibility of getting ac-
d

time to

large. outlays on public works, it is thought that special cir-
cumstances surround this. particular case, because it scoms
to carry with it & considerable direct annual saving to the:
publie, ‘and it.is felt that if the strncture is not completed
continuously with the operations now in. hand, the difficulties
and expense of resuming construc’fon may probably have the
effect of postponing. the work for a very long period.

As it. has become urgently necessary, to come to a decision in

the matter, I.should be-glad to-have your views.in respect to it
at.an early date.
At that time the. value of money was shout 5 per- cent:,
and 1 per cent. was added to mueet liquidation. I
understand that the State Government were then
oceupying private space in Perth, and paying something
over 3s: per foot per annum for it.

12, To Mr. Matheis—Based on a probable expendi-
ture of £50,000 for the two stories, the npproximate
rent per foot was 2s. 2d. per annum.

13. To the Chatrman—The State Government was
not advised of that fact; we simply said it was a price
very much below what it was understood the State
Government were: paying for private nccommodation.
When the verbal representations were made, I think it
wag almost certain that. the fact that the price would
bo 2s, 2d. per foot would: bo mentioned; to say it in a
letter would rather commit the Department. to a priee,
whereas the proposition iwas to base the rent on the
actual cost. ‘But 6 per cent, on-the expenditure without
paying anything for land and' foundations, and so on,
was a very attractive proposition. That.was only the

- branches of all' C

ion in Perth for this very large Department,
but it beeame quite clear that thers was nb suitable
building. I do not think that there is a Better way of
providing, this dation than by ding the
naw Post Office now under eonstruction, and-completing
tho original plan. This would provide for the-concen-:
tration of all Commonwealth activities in one building,
Following on that, there was. another memérandum,
which summarizes the position. It was. addressed in
October, 1620," by the Director-General of Works to
the Seeretary of the Department of ‘Works and Rail-
ways—

The new G.P.0. building under construction at Perth. hna
heen: designed ns-an eight-story building' with-a roof floor.

In 1014, when a contract was let for' the erdetion of' the
first section. of the building, it wag considered that. without
the two upper floors. enough. accommodation would 'be pro
vided' for "the Postmaster-General’s Department and for local
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and. Customs,

Since that. date other Commonwealth Departments have been

ereated, notably the Taxation. Department, and -it- soon. became
apparent that the seetion of the building contracted’ for would
not be large enough in which to concentrate all ‘the ‘Common.
wealth offices,
An allotment of the atailuble floor spave showed that after
the F ster-G I's' Depar allowing for -its reason~
able oxpansion—had been provided for, one clear floor: only
would be left available for. other Departments. .

As one floor: would not suffice for this, the question.of: adding
the two further stories for which the building: was. nally
designied was in 1917 gone ‘into In considerable dotail; and at
{hat. time «it appeared-thit if the-two-additional 'foorsvwere:

k]

erected. all, Commonwenlth requirements would be met, leaving
& floor available for letting until such time as it might be
required to meot Commonwealth cxpansion,

The Minister (Mr. Watt), after corrcapondence with tho
Postmaster-General's' Department, was-at that time favorable
to the extonsion of tho-building by the two additional floors,

rovided: the: StateGovernment could be induced to leace one

oor for a. term of Xenrn upon & rental bnged' on actual cost
of the space occupied,

ttho Commonwealth Government paying interest on the

valua of that portion. The Post Office has nover really
been o transferred property. On the 17th November,
1920, the Premier of Western .A.ustrallu sent the follow-
ing telegram to the Prime. Minister :—

Your wire 28th October—additional accommodation Post
Office, Am inclined to favorably consider additional story.
Think interest should not e more than 8:per cont. Pleaso send
draft setting ont floor space and approximate cost

‘This pr(a)o!al, however, did not sult the brf of
the State' Government, and as it was not. considered advisable
to let :any: part of the building for -other than Government
purposes;, the Minister (Mr, Groom) decided to take no further
actlon in the.matter.

Tnat year the. matter of nlloeating the space on the one
available floor was considercd, and a plan prepared providing
for the ‘Tnxation’ Department and offices for the Public Service
Inapector, Works-Registrar, andi Meteorology. Since then the
Taxation Jepartment haa so' grown thut it is clear the whole
floor will be-requirpd by it alone, .and, as will be seen from the
attached from: the C of Taxation,
still furthor expansion of his Department is expected.

The position, therefore, now is that qutside the Postmaster-
Goneral's Department, the building as now contracted for
will not .suffice for even the Taxation 'Department.

14 scems. clear that even without an undertaking by the
State Government to occupy any part. of the building, the
qxllestion of its completion is p matter for serious comsidera-
tlon. - )

If this were done, I anticipate that probably not more than
abont half a foor-would be spare after ull Communwealtn: re-

uirements were satisfied, and there ia no doubt, I think, that

tate: Departmenty. eould. be induced to. occupy that if neces-
sary.

When the 1unstion was. formerly considered, it scemed that
tho cost of the twe floors wou'd probably be about £40000;
but, under nrrangements since made with tho contractor, under
wlhich allowance js given for war costs, that figure would now
be: exceeded, and without entzrmy into the matter in.detail it
would not be possible to nccurately forecast.the cost.

Should the Minister desire, negotintions might Le taken u

with the contractor as to the basis upon-which the extra work
might be carried on, and soms definite iden of the eventunl
cost-of- the building-could then: be-arrived at.
XNegotiations were again opened with the State Govern-
ment.  Tho following telegram was sent by the Prime
Minister to the Premier of Westgrn Australia on 16th
October, 1920:— ~

Ref previous' cor i ibili

State Government renting space in new Post Office, Perth, pro-
vided building completed by ‘additional two floors, latest caleu-
lations show that if thus.completed there would probably be
7,000 to 8,000 fect surplus floor' space aftor 'mecting Common-
wealth i and this would be: prepured
to again consider question of further floors, provided' your Go-
vernment occupied surplus floor space until required by Com-
monwealth on rental basis of about 7 per cent. on actual coat.
Building-now-at stage requiring very carly decision.
‘That is,the terms had'been put up from 6 to 7 per ecnt.
In 1917, 6 per-cent, was considered fairly remunerative,
but with money st the price it was in November last
year, the suggestion was 7 per-cent. This telegram was
addressed to the Prime Minister by the Premier of
Western Australia on 21st October, 1920 :—

Your wire 18th Octoher. Kindly advise if old Post Office will
be handed back this Government on completion of wew build-
in‘ﬁs; if 's0, -mny favorably consider rental space in new Post

o, .

. Mrrcern, Premier,
TIn roply to-that, the Prime Minister wired the Premier
of ‘Western Australiz on the 28th October:—

Your telegran 21st October. It has always been' intention
Federal Government ask your Governinent' accept re-tramsfer
Commonwealth interest cxisting Post Office, Perth, as soon as
new building -completed,

I maysay that the General Post Office, Pertli, is-jointly
ocqupied by the Comnionwealth and the State. At the
time of Federation, whon the-State-properties were suto-
matically transferred, it was decided that this building
should ot bestransferred, as it was quite apparent. that a
new General Post Office would boe requiired at -an carly
date;  Arrangemonts were made:for only a_portion of
thesbuild ded as Co Ith-property,

P

Tho next step was tho reference to the Public Works
Committee. That last telegram indicates that the State
Government would be agreeable to qeeupy any surplus
spaco, but it is almost impossible to say what surplus
there may be; we do not know what Commonwealth
developments there may be; in the last seven years,
tliings Lave oceurred which no man ever dreamt of.
Suppose we go on with this building, and complete it,
it will be two years from now before the work is finished.
1 do not like to prophesy, but personally, I think there
will not be very much space to spare,

14, To Senator Poll—I think the Commonwealth ac-
tivities nre likely to increase still further; and Mr.
Ewing himself says the Taxation Department will need
all the increased space, d.e., two full floors.

15. T'v the Chaivman. I do not know what the value
of the preseut General Post Office is as a’ transferred
property, but the figures are availabk. The amouut
peid by the Commonwenlth to the State as intercst on
the value_of the portion of the building taken over is
3% or 3§ per cent.  The originnl offer. to the State
Government &f a portion of one floor in the building,
although turncd down some time ago, is still open
under revised conditions, It is impossible to say
exactly how much space there may be, but T hazard the
opinion that it will be 7,000 or 8,000 fect. At any rate,
it scems pretty clear that if this work goes on_there will
be no accommodation going begging. I think you will
find the State Govermment will come in and' pay us 6
per cent. on our capital for the portion they may occupy.
Since the original designs were prepared, the whole
question of what the Post Office,will require on a fifteen
years’ basis has heen gone into—in 1916.  The postal
officers, with myself, went into the exact requirements
of all the different & and those i
were provided for and allotted on the various floors.
Tt transpired, as J think I have already said, that, with
the exception of the fourth floor of the building under
contract, the Post Offiee will oceupy the whole; that is,
on a fifteen years! basis. Tt has always oceurred to me,
lowever, that if the floor space is big enough to do the
work on a fifteen years’ basis, it is obviously too big
at the present time. T have always. thought that, for
a period of from five to seven years, part of the space
eould be given up to another Department. What I
menn is that a portion of the first floor space might be
for some years taken away from the Mail Branch and
given up to generul dopartmental purposes, There s a
basement, and the floors are all-abont 15,000 feet. The
present contract covers the basement, ground floor, and
fivat, second, third, and fourth floors. There is a flat
roof where recreation and refectory accommodation is
provided. There are seven floors altogether, and the.
building was designed for nine. No special means of
conveying the mails to and from the railway station
are at present propused, but the walls have been- so left
as to enable underground communieation to be made
at auy time: The actual engineoring work.of this has
never been considered ; but, as I say, it would be possible
to make such means of communieation at any time.
The gafest thing would be to go right down, so as
not. to interfere with- any of the sewerage or other pipes.
Tt wonld, not. be at all'an_expensive undertaking. The
basement floor is now only about 2 feet above. perma-
nent water-level.  The” tunnolling could be done in
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steel seetions like the tunnelling which earries the Mol
bonrne sewerage under the Yarra: In the new building
thero s, I think, about the sume preportionate space
allotted to the Postal Iustitute and dining rvoms as in
e Post Ofices at Adelnide and Melbourne, in this
cse the space 1s aboat half o floor. I think that as the
st attracts the prople outaide in Perth to a greater
extout than 1 Melbouri, the roums will not be wsed
w tho same ostent.  With regard to the cost of
bulding, we have fallen vn evil times nwow.  The in
ercased cost due tu the war is, 1 suppose, close on 80
per cent, snce 1914, though 1 would not earc to give
1 defimte figure. 1 can see little prospect of prices de-
ereasing. 1 do not thiuk that the building has deve-
loped tu such a stage that you would be wasting money
by procecding with the proposed two stories now ; I do
not thnk anything will have to be undune, I think,
Lowever, that the stage has now been reached when
the contractor ought to bo informed what is the
mention of the Government,  In the event of the
Commttee ndvising the Governmen: to go on with
this work, and the (fovernment agrecing to do so,
1 do not think it would be possible to invite fresh
tondors, or to have the work done in any other way
than through the present contracto: Sinee this
veference -was tabled in Parliament, the Works De-
partment at Western Australia, which hus charge of
the execution of the building, has been asked to pre-
pare an cstimate of what it considers is the cost of
the work. According to the plans, the proposed two
floors.are on exactly the samo lines as gie floors below.
Dining and recreation accommrodation will be incladed
on the tap. floor, and the two uew floors introduced be-
low. One floor will be entirely occupied by the Taxation
Department, which requires a big epen. space without
subdivision, The lighting will be perfeet, just as ou the
other floors, Aecording to the design of the building,
these two floors fortunately are very simple in ther
architeeture; they are largely simply l)ri«}( and stono
work, the vory elaborate frontage not being taken up.
They will' be completed in Donnybrook stone, but in
very much smaller ddgree than the floors below. 1
think that the addition of these two floors will' very
much improve the building architecturally, and there
is no denying that we shall save a lot of disturbanee in
the future if the work is done now. The derricks will
be quite sufficient for the new work, With the two
new stories the building will bo a complete conception,
The fire brigade authorities have not been consuited
as to these two new Hoors, but from. that point of view
1 do not think that the condition will be any worse
than at the lower levels. There is a stornge of 15,000
gallons of water on the roof. The two extra floors will
require oue extra passenger lift.

(Zaken at Perth.)
WEDNESDAY, 26rn JANUARY, 1921,
Present:

(Seetiongl Committee.)
Mr. Gzeeory, Chairman;
Senator Foll' ' Senator Newland.
Mr, Mathews i
John Smith Murdoch, Chief \ichitect, Department of
Works and Railways, recalled and  further
examined.

18. o the Chawman—No negotintions whatever
hate been entered into with the contracfor as to
the proposed expenditure for the construction of
these two extra stories. I do not suppose that

the ‘Department will onter into such negotiations
until it has an indieation of the Committee's
views on the project; but 1°do not sco why tentative
convorsations should not be entered into with the con-
fractor nis to the best way of earrying out the work. if
approved.  Until tho intention of the Govornment s,
known, 1 wonld not suggest that negotiations be entored
on. Of course, the Government. no doubt seriously con--
sidered this matter when it referred. it to this Com-
mittee, but it lies with the Committee to decide, In.
the event of its being decided to go on with the work,
there will be a hard-and-fust agreement with the con-
tractor. It would be possible for negotiations to be
opened up 50 that there should bo something definite
from the contractor hefoye the Committee finnlly deals
withrthe matter.  Up to tho prosent timo the work
has been satisfuctorily carried out by the contractor.
The workumeuship in”all dotails i quite to. our satis-
faction. Thero has been far less than the average frie-
tion willi this contract, I have uever been connected
with a building of this sizo ‘before whero there was s0
littlo friction, There has been mo attempt to scamp
work, and the contractor’s relationship with his em-
ployees is marvellons.  Thero has oen no dissatisfac-
tion, and we-have had no strikes, the contractor giving
the best wages and conditions. I should say that the
cost of a. buikling of this kind represents an all-round
inerease sinee thawar of certainly over 80 per cent., that
is, ns between to-day and the date of tho letting of the
contrnct.  When the Departmnent will be able to tnke
possession if this proposed work is carried out depends
very largely on the conditions. ‘There has beon very
Jittle work done on the building in the last six months,
owing to the fact that it has been inipossible to-get cer-
tain materinls. For instance,. the contractor has not
been able to get bricks and' cement in proper quantities,
and there has also been n searcity of bricklayers, How-
ever, given fair conditions, I think that the building
should be completed about the end of 1822. If we went.
to the expense of spending a few hundred pounds—
say £300—we could temporarily cover in the building
at its present level, and lay down a malthoid roof on
the top of ‘the fourth floor. This would cnablé tho
contractor to finish the structur so far as it is built
now. If that could be done, it would mean that the
Postal Departmont, together with the Taxation De-
partment, would' get possession six or eight months
before it would otherwise be possible. It would. also
enablo the finishing work of the building to proceed
more rapidly. ‘There would be no danger to the public
and postal employees from the derricks_but there would
be some inconvenience. I do not~think we could have
the lifts in watil the building is quite completed. T
think it would add considerably to the cost if the two
top floors hind to be put on with people inside the.build-
ing. If the present Post Office has become: terribly
eramped in nccommodation, T would certainly take the:
step suggested. The contractor’s idea about going on
with the top floors with the lower floors covered In is.
conceived more fram lis own point of view—that it
would enable him to get on with the flooring, plastering,
and so forth. I do wot think that, under any cireum-
stanees, the Postal Department could take posscssion
this year, but it might be possiblo in April or May
next—that is cight or nine months in advance of the
completion of the whole work.

17. T'o Senalor Newland.—The head of every branch
of the Post Office has been consulted. The principal
inspector was sent over to Melbourne to go into the
whole thiug, and each branch was allocated its parti--
eular place. The whole of the. fourth and fifth floors,
if bunilt, will bo taken for taxation purposes, and the
sixth floor will be the only floor remaining for ali the

other Departments in Perth.. Mr. Ewing, i estimating'

the.space ke required, had. plans of the building; add no

doubt' arranged all his. furniture, and so forth. It is.

proposed. to. have lation for eurrent records,

which are kept in. standard furniture, I think that,

after u few yours, the accumulated records might bo
1

destroyed. 'Lt is not proposed to provide:

tion in the basement for records apart from postal
records, thougli it might be done by arrangement' with
tho. Post Office. There- is very fine record storage for
tlio Post Office, 'Wo have no building in the Coriunon-
wenlth’s fon s0 well equipped in the b

in that respect as this building. ~ I should say that all
the records conuccted with cach Department conld. be

stored, T do not think the Post Office will ever want:

tlie whole of the space. The taxation records are
unique; they have to be'kept for many years, being: too
important to destroy, T should say that one of the first
things, in tlie event of the Taxation Departinent going
there, would be some arrangement with the Post Offico
for- storage accommodation, The offer of the Stute
Government in respect of the floor space is 8 per cent.,
but the latest figure of the Commonwealth is 7. per cent,
This payment will cover only interest on ecapital and
datorioration, The wator service will come out of the
general supply to the building. The contractor has not
asked for any additional payment on account of the
inereased cost' of labour. The rate being paid by the:
Government to the contractor is, of course, the original
basic rate of the contraet, that is, the basie rate plus
an allowance for the rise in the cost of material, That
extra allowanco. took effect from a certain date. No
claim has ever been mada by the contractor on account
of the inereased cost of lnbour. If wo were to call’
contracts now for this, proposed work,. it would mean
that we:would have to pay a higher rate than the con-
{ractor is now getting, We have no. building of the
samo class as this with which wo ean make comparison;
even the quality of the brick work is superior to
any other brick work in Western Australia. I
dc.cldedly think that the costs eompare favorably
with tenders put in in the ordinary way; they com-
pare more than favorably with a building of the
same t_z]nss now. I think that the diffieulty in sceuring
material such as bricks and cement is practically
overcome now if no other hitch. ocenrs, mfll there. is

every probability of, good progress being made. There

are no cement works being erccted in Western Aus-
tralin;. all the coment has to be brought here, and
that which the contractor uses is Buropesn. Bricks, I
believe, are coming forward more freely, I understand,
from conversations I have had, that the War Servico
Homes schere has rather paralyzed the supply of bricks
in Western Australin. Those concerned went on a
system. of asking for the immediate delivery' of bricks.
instead of drawing them from the market as required,
and' this.caused a situation very unfair to the average:
man. who wanted to build. The steel requirements are
heing met fairly. We got the steel.from Broken Hill;
but the supply, of course, has been interfered with by
shipping conditions. During, the war the British Go-
vernment took podsession of our steel, and when we
made representation to it, they very politely said
they wero very sorry, but that we ought to- realize the
position, When. we saw that the war was likely to
continue indefinitely, we made arrangements at an
advanced rate to obtain steel from the Broken Hill
Company rather than stop work and allow the building
to remain idle. There will be no difficulty at
all in degard to the supply of timber for the
floors and the supply of fittings. The fooring
timbera have been stacked and sedsoned for the
last thiee or four years, and' ought to be of most
excellont quality, The flooring and' fittings will be
entirely. of jarrah, and the effect of this.is expected to
be good. The originel fittings were specified as
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blackwood, but I discovered, on one orcasion when
visiting Perth, that in some of the important buildings
jarrah was being used with the best effeet. Tn view
of the satisfaction that would be felt in drawing the
supplies of materinl from Western Justralin as
iuch 18 possible, arraugements were made to substitute
jarral, This building will in au extraordinary degroe
e made up-of local materinls. The granite js the finost
I bave over scen, Al the locks and other metal
work may probably be made locally,, The building
must be- watertight before the inside joinery work
is done, and the roofing of the fourth floor would
help vory much; I think wo would got the Postal
Department. into the building eight or nine months
sooner, It would to some extent intorfere with the
work of. copstruction generally to have the employces of
the Department going in and out amongst the workmen
ongaged on, the building, I do not think it would in-
tarfere with the work of the Post Office, or the conveni-
ance of the public, if business were started beforo tho
street is opened out. It could be arranged for the
public and the workmen to have entirely independent
access, It would make the work slowor, and conse-
quently a littlo moro costly to the contractor. It isa
fine point whether tho building should be occupied
before the completion. My mind is open on the
matter..

18. To Senator Foll—I have a rough method of my
own of checking the amount of space which the heads
of Departments sny they require, and it is a method
based on pretty long experience. In a big open room
with a number of clerks, I estimate that thero should:
be 80 feet of floor spaco per man, On the other hand,
it i3 just one of these matters upon which one cannot
generalize, Owing to the nature of the work, some
offices require more furniture than others, As a rule,
when this matter is being inquired into, we are asked
to estimato the possible requirement for, say, ten years,
and the building is designed. accordingly. I do nut
think that the heads of Departments wilfully cxaggerate
their requirements as regards space; 1 have always
found heads of Departments just as anxious to economize
as we are ourselves, I see no indication of any decreass
in the cost of material. It all depends on supply and
demand.. No doubt the cost of industrial metal, such
as lend and zine, is going to eomo down; but that will
not o & big factor. ~The price of steel, which is a big
faetor, is not likely, in my opinion, to come down.
,.18. To Mr. Mathows.—The saviug on prosent costs
if the two stories were put in now, rather than a few
years. hence, depends. on whether building values have
attained high-water mark now. One cannot say what
the building cost may be in twelve months, though, per-
sonally, I think it will probably le the same.. 1 think
there would be disturbance caused hy doing the work
after the building had been oceupied, and that, of
course, represents money.

William Burden Hardwick, Principal Architect, State
Public Works Department, Western Australia,
sworn and examined.

20, T'o the Chairman—I have boen associated with.
the: construction: of the new Post Office right from the
beginning, in 1914, Thers has been considerablg delay.
The work went with a great swing until some time
after the war broke out, when thero was a diffienlty in
obtaining steel, and the: whole thing had o go at a
very much glower rate. The class of work done has
beon quite satisfactory, I think the proposed addi-
tions would architecturally “be a distinct improvement
to the building;. in fact, without them the building will
have an incomplete appearance.. There are no other
buildings of the same Reight in or around Perth. The

Chairman of the Fire Brigades Board has been con-
sulted, and every provision made for adequate, sorviee if




tho additional stories are put on. Provision is made
for pumping from the main if there is not enough pres-
sure.  All the usual fire appliances are provided for.
Six-inch and 4-inch pipes run along the front and en-
cirele the building, and there is a reserve of 15,000
gallons on the roof. There aro fire hoses on each floor.
Our instrnctions were to-consult with the Fire Brigades
Board in all these matters. There are no fire eseapes
beyond the ordinary lifts and staircnses. The stair-
cascs will be of reinforced concrete, from floor to roof
Thy main staircase eucircles the lift at the main en-
trance, and there are staircases in two other positions
at the rear of the building, also twy lifts in separate
puaitions.  1f fire broke ont near a lift and stairease,
that stairease, of course, would be of no avail, hut the
two other lifts and two other staircases in. the other
patts of the building would be easily accessible. There
are ample meuns to reach safety if fire were to break
out 1n the basement. I do not think that the whole
work of completing this Post Office can be done before
the end of 1922, but with the preparatory work already
done, there is a possibility of putting on a temporary
roof, and, in the absence of strikes and so forth, finish-
ing the present portion by about June of that year. I
think that, with a temporary roof on the fourth floor,
the Postal Department could enter into oceupation
of the basement portion early in 1922. I do not
think that there will be any danger to the
«mployces or the public from the continuation of
the building work overhead, because the whole of
the material would be lifted by crane from the out-
side, and not necessarily from the street. The work-
men could also bn taken up in that way, and there will
bo no necessity for them to come into the finished por-
tion of the building. The mails would go down the road
at the side of the building, and T do not think there
will be any more danger than in the case of the ercction
of an ordinary building; the same protection may have
to be provided as is usual under the circumstances in
erecting a structure in a public strert, The cost of
the building would not be increased, by allowing the
Postal Department to como into occupation. Every
point has been thoroughly considered. Tt would be
impossible in this bmlding to get into the old
system of “rabbit warfens.” The floors are large
and open, and the partitions on most of them
will bo meroly low sercons, easily removable, The
plans show each floor as allotted for the requirements
of each Department., Tho basement is largely open
space for the handling of bulk parcels, and for the
receipt and delivery og mails. Provision is made for
an Electrieal Engineer's Department, whero motor care
and also valuable parcels will be stored. Provision is
also made for a power room, & telegraph despateh
olork, and message boys' waiting room, a series of
sirong rooms on the eustern front, and: storage for
telegraph vouchers. There is also a big repairing
room, elevators, &. Each floor has access to an
levator.  Approximately the space oecupied by each
floor is 15,750 feet. So far as I am aware, there
is no provision for the storage of benzine, though
it could be stored there in small lots. I think
there is no danger if only small lots are stored,
though there would be danger with bulk benzine. The
roof of the basement is reinforced concrete. T should
not store benzine beyond half-a-dozen tins for immediate
uso; it is advisable not to store it, There is no provi-
sion for carpenters working, the workshops being over
at East Perth. ' The ground floor is taken up by
depurtments that come in contact with the general
publie.  The public come in at the front, and approach
the public couvters, the entrance being from the mew
street, which Bas not yet been named.  You euter on

é‘

tho enst a large vestibule. On tho left-hand side-nll the
public {elegraph business is transaeted, and on the right
are the private lotter boxes, &e, 'Fhis does not mean
that thore is in this place provision for the efectricians,
but only for tlie recoption of public telegrams. Passing'
through large doors on either side of tho lifts, you come
iufo a large hall with counters all round, where the
balancp of the public business is done—money orders,
cashiers, parcels, registration, post restante, &e, The:
telephone cabinets are in the passage approaching the
main hall, which is approximately 70 by 45 feet. The
public telephone cabinets are fourteen in number, with
four for lopg-distance trunk lines. Tt is not Jesirable,
I think, to have more, though space could be found for
a fow.  The plang show thaf the whole of the business
—of employecs and_ the public—can bo conducted ou
the ground floor, Provision is made for every avenue
of tho Postal Department. I am not aware of any
representations that have been made us to the saving
that could he effected by having the mails brought in
from the railway line by any othor method than by’
ear: I have not heard of any suggestion for pneumatic
delivery. On the first floor there will be as much
ground space as on the other floors, viz, 15,750 super.
feet, less the size of the public hall, and that applies
to all the other floors,

91. To Mr. Mathews—The space of the top floor will
bo reduced by being set back from the front, The first
floor is for denling with mails only—mail receiving,
space for lockers, and so forth. The mails are brought
up by lift. There is a passenger lift and & goods lift
on either gide. The range of safe lond of goods lift is
0 to 6,720 lbs, 'The goods lifts are 10 x 6 feet, and the
power is eleetricity. T do not remember the area that
15 asked for in the case of the Manil Branch, but, judg-
ing from the plotting of the furniture and fittings, I am
of opinion that it will not bo able to oceupy the whole
of the space. I think that for g few years it js prob-
able that there will be space available for other Depart-
monts.

.

92, T'o the Chairman.—In the caso of the sceond floor,
the light aren is covered with n glass roof the fuil
size of the postal hall.  This floor will bo oeenpied
by the Deputy Tost General, the inspect
and "general staff, typists, accountants, postal note-
sorting staff, with a room for the detectives; this
is really_tho general office. The space for the postal.
note-sorting is 20 x 22 feet, aud there are also two
strong rooms and clevators on this floor. The third
floor is occupied generally by the Telegraph Branch
and the Engineer’s Department. Provision is mado
for the telegraph manager, library and visiting elec-
trician, clectrical engineer, and typists. Then there:
is space of about 47 x 90 feet for a Postal Institute,
stationery store, lockers, elevators, &.  The" fourth
floor has. been allotted to the Taxation Department, and
the division of the space has been carefully considered
in connexion with_the taxation officers. On the roof
flat, in addition to the open space, there is an acen--
mulator room, power room, test room, library and read-
ing room, women’s lounge and retiring room, kitchen
and dining room, and tower roums, which are not
allocated yet. The dining room is to nccommodate
100 people; it is to be a mixed dining room, the
matter was gone info carefully with the Postmaster-
General.  In the event of the two. floors being
added, and an incrensed staff employed, I do not
think the plan in this regard will need revising,
It is thought that many of the employees' will bring
their own lunchies, and’ prefer to take them under the
verandah., We can, however, provide additional dining

conducted.

sccommodation if* needed, Tho women’s. loungo is
97 x 92 feet. In Western Australia wo have a Land
Purchaso Department, which. denls with all purchases
and rentals. The negotiations with the State Govern-
ment in regard to the use of space in tho building were

[i,)y tho Premier’s office. I think a definito
arrangement could bo arrived at with the contractor
bofore the determination, is come to in regard to these:
two new storics, but I eaunot quite see what is tho best
course to ndopt, I am inclined to consider that the best
courde is to continue as At present—paying him the
original schedulo rates plus the rise in tho price of
Inbour and materials, I believe that would be most
satisfactory to.the Government; in that way we. would
have a_complete check on everything done.

93, To Mr. Mathews—The original contract price
was £232,700, Leaving out labour; I believo that the
amount paid up-to date on account of the increased cost
of materials ig £13,600. Tho proportionate cost will
be greater for the remaining stories, because the build-
ing was well on before the increase in the cost of mate-
rials took place: Steel, cement, and bricks had
largely been purebased;’ the incrensed cost of mute-
rial did not occur until some time after the war gtarted.
Tho progress payments are made on my authority and
computation, 1llmt without reference to the figures I
cannot say what has been paid up to the present. If
it wore decided, after a temporary roof had been put
on, to allow the postal officials to avail themselves of
the new building, the lifts to the fifth floor would be a
difficulty, because thoy would have to be altered after-
wards fo extend to the additional floors, The lift
machinery and cage would be tho same, but it would
mesan & new cable, A temporary lifé could be put inj
but you could not earry on the business. of the different
offiecs on each floor without a lift. The goods lifts run
up to- the fifth floor at the present time just ns thoe pas-
senger lift does. We havo not discussed taking the
goods lift up, but T think it ought to go td.the top
as well. We should require from nine to ten months
to put the rondway right, seeing that there are tenancics
and other things to be considered. If these two stories
go on we must caleulate that the building will not be
finished until 1929; and we should have to start to alter
the road in February or March of that year. I do mot
anticipate any moro trouble, so far as the streets and
the public are.concerned, than in the case of any other
big building. We have a 16 ft, 6 in. right-of-way,
besides. 30 feet at the back, available for dealing with
building material, The mail matter will come into the
new streef, and then down the grade to the basement
lovel, The right-of-way at the back will not go through
between Wellington-street and Murray-street.

94. To Senator Foll—I should say that the two addi-

tional stories would be sufficient for ble num-

I suggest that the goods lifts shonld run to the top floor,
lieenuse it only means some additional cable, and it is
difficult to move fittings and furniture by 1eans of ordi-
nary lifts and staireases, In o large building of this
kind, 1 consider it would be a great convenience for
ono goods lift, at auy rate, to run to the top The in-
side measurcment of the goods lift is 10 x 6 feet,
and if you take in the well ares it is 11 ft. 6 in. by
about 9 feet.

26. To Mr. Mathews.—1f the building wero used
solely as the Post Office, it would still be nocessary to
take the goods lift up te the top, where portion of the
Electrical Department is situated, also the dining
room. I capnot see that there is much saving
in having only one lift, beyond the gaining of
a little more space,  There arc three other outlets in
cnse of fire, which I think it is advisable to keep, not
0 much in view of fire as in view of panie. The goods
lifts do not work very rapidly, and the stair-cases at
that side are only about 4 feet wide.

97, To Senator Foll—In the case of the lifts, the
winding gear could be put in temporarily and extended
afterwards; all the lift machinery is on tho top.

The witness withdrew.

John Smith Murdoch, recalled and further examined.

98. T'o fhe Chairman.—During the lunch hour, Mr.
Hardwick and I discussed the question, and we find
that to permit the Postal Department to go into oceupa-
tion beforo the completion of the building would mean
constructing the street a year carlier than otherwise
would be necessary.  This, of course, would mean the
sacrifice of rentals; I cannot say how much, but a good
many thousand pounds. If you gain in one way by
letting the Department take possession, you lose in
another. All the existing properties on_the site of the
new street would have to be removed. I have not con-
sulted the Department as to the matter of urgeney; I
take it thut that is for the Committee. From inquiries
I have anade, Pertl: scems to me to be growing tremen-
dously in population and commeree, and no doubt that
growth is reflected in the Post Office.  After discussing
the matter with Mr. Hardwick, I think the better policy
would be to finish the building right ont before allowing
anybedy to go in.

99, To Mr. Mathews—1 do not think the Govern-
meont has really considered the matter of dealing with
the land opposite the Post Office. My own idea is
that thoe land could be let on a long building lease of
50 or 775-years to either one private tenant or a number,
whichever seemed to be the more advantageous at the
time, The fee-simple would be retained by the Go-

a

ber of years. I would not recommend more than two
stories; the extensions will be provided over other
buildings, viz, Commonwealth Bank and Customs

offices,

95, T'o the Chairman.—The £232,700 wasa for'the com-
pleted building less the two stories. We have paid about
£13,000 on account of the extra cost of material; but
you must remember that the original contract had stone
dressing on threo fronts, so that, although there have
been a good many extras, there have also been a good
many reductions, and the original contract price has
not yot been exceeded ;. the deductions have more than
offsat the additions.  In tho schedule of transferred
propertics the present Genoral Post Office was valued
at £75,000, and. it was taken over by the Commwon-
wealth on n 3% per cont. basis, I have not seen the
papers, but I know that the Commonwenlth has stated
that it ie prepared to re-transfer the present Post

_Office-when the new Post Office is finished,-and I think

it quite probablo that -the -State will accept the offer.

and at the expiration of the lease, the land,
with the improvements, would become the property of
the Government. It would not be good business to open
up this street and give somebody else the advantage of
the other side of it. The moment the stregt is opened
the frontage would become of great value, and it is well
for the Government to retain that value. I have been
asked once or twice to give my views, and those are
tho views L liave always expressed. I do not think,
however, that the Cabinet has ever considered the mat-
ter, or iz likely to consider it, until the question of
lensing comes up. There will be a roadway of 54 feet
in front of the Post ‘Office, and the depth of the land
opposite is 66 feet, The Commonweslth Government
have undertaken to widen both Wellington and Murray
streots by 15 feet. The moment we start to pull down
the buildings we shall lose tho rentals from the area.
I understand from the Home and Territories' Dapart-
ment that there have been inquiries about this
land. The right-of-way will be Commonwealth pro-
perty. My view is that nine or ten monthy before the
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¢ of the building by ‘the Postal De-
partment wo should begin the construction of the road-
way, and tho first step will bo to remove the existing
buildi ome iderntion has been given to the
question of responsibility for the construction of the
street; and my view is that the Commonweslth
Government should eonstruct the street. In our
Department _tho other opinion has' been, expressed
that the Porth ieipali should ib

to tho cost, but I cannot sce the fairness of that.
We aro not going' to pay the municipal rates. I dere
#ay it is' o legal point whether a man who tock up the
land opposite on o building leaso could: be exempted
from the payment of  rates, notwithstanding
that the Crown held the fee-simple. Tho: maintenance
of thoe rond should, I think, be taken over by ‘the muni-
cipality, even though: it derived no rates; and T think
that would be agreed to, in view of the public utility
of the street, That, I think, i5 all worcan expeot from
tho municipality. Others think that the municipalit
should construct, at any rate, n portion of the roa
Tho municipality has undertaken to maintain the road
if we make it 84 fee instend of 66 feet, which they
consider too narrow. Thoy wish the road to be 100
feot; but that would have made the land opposite
rather useless. The present proposal will enable us fo
plant trees all round our property. I do not think that
the muunicipality, or any other local or parent Govern-
ment, hes any power to compel the Federal Govern-
mont to set back the.alignment 15 feet.

The. witness withdrew.

John Joseph Lloyd, Deputy Postmaster-General
of Western Australia, sworn and examined.

30, T'o the Chatrman—~T have been in the service since
1875. I have been in my present position for the last six
years, and was Acting Deputy Postmaster-General for
somo time before that. I have not for some time been
consulted with regard to the accommodation required
for tho new Post Office; the last veport I prepared was
about. three years ago. My original estimate as to
accommodation required was made on the Tth January,
1913, on a five, fifteen, and twenty-five years basis.,
have copies of the reports of the hends df branches.
respecting, the space required. I made a later estimate
in 1917, In that year the ‘heads of the branches were
called on to reviow the plans, and indieate what space
they required. That was done, and a little Inter on
there was a. Toview by a sub-commitice, who' reduced
the requirements of the heads of branches.to four floors,
in addition to the ground floor-and the basement, That
was regarded as the space actually mecessary for the
Department for a period' of ten years, The following
i3 copy of a memorandum addressed to the Secrotary,
Postmaster-General’s Department, under date 15th
November, 1917, by Mr. E. Woodrow, Chief Clerk,
Central Administration, after consultation with ‘the
Commonvelth €hief Architeet (Mr. Murdoch):—

Tho New Genoral Post Office building, as approved, com-
prises a basement and five floors, .

2, The: basement and four floors. will be required by this
Tepartment, on firat taking, possession of the building, and,
nlthough it may be many years hefore the whole of tho addi-
tional floor will' be required for Postal purposes, it should
always be regarded as: portion of space required by ‘this
Department in any. proposal to let it for other purposce.

3. Tho full design of the building provides a basement. and
seven floors, and T understand consideration- is: being: given. to
the advisability of carrying out the design, so as to make two
floors available to Federal Dep now ing rented

10

5. It i+ estimated timt sthe cost' ol erecting ‘the -two floors
sadditional would, at. contract, schedule .rates, approximate
.f?.n,lqbédhut this coat is Jikely, from war condltions, to be

ncreased, TN :

6. At the present time. the. Commonwealth: Government \is
renting build! for Federal D other ihsn the
}'tﬁt Office, at & cost of £2,293 per annum, made up. we
ollows:—

- - Ront. Space.

Bq. 1t
‘Commonswesith Public Service In. *
apector and allied branches,. 304 .. 2623

Quarantine- 05

WVar Pensions 52 —
Electoral, 326 1,650 *
Federal Mem! 150 420

Food Prices 200 031
Audit, 184 550
Taxation: 600 11,300
Moteorologis 100 —_
Censors 8 . 284

P
£2,203

The: necessity for provision for Food Prices and -Consors will
probably disappear at ‘the end. of the war:

7. It is estimated by the various Departments that the.

spaco required by each within twenty years will be:—

- Square Feat.

Commonwealth Public Sorvice Inspector, &e.  4,700: 4

uarantine . . . o L0000
War Pensions .. , 1,000
Electoral - . . . 4,000
Foderal Mombors . . w500
Audif . . . . 2,000
Taxation s - .- o 20,000
Meteorological: .. " w 2l

If the estimate ls. realized, two floors in the. General Post
Office building would Dlarely accommodate the branches
twenty years hence,

8. "The .State Chief Architect has furnished me with the fol
lowing .statement:—

“In_reply to your telephonic communication of even
date I put. u ap{,rnximnte cost of the two additional
floors at the above ‘Post Ofitee, the quantitios being arrived
at by repeating the fourth floor from the éxinting draw.
ings; no- special working' drawings have yoi-been-made of.
this extra work, The \griccs are at schedule rates-wherever:
they apply, The totnl estimated cost, after making, due
allowance for reductions. and adding 10 per cent. con-
‘tingency, is' £20,180.

“T think it would not e quite rensonable to-oxpect the
contractor to take on this extia work at exliting schedule
rates, the additional percentage to be allowed him there-
fore is a matter iwhich will require very ‘careful «con-
sideration, There is nodoubt many metarinls have gone
up in price very considerably; the extra rate on stecl
work (now being rolled in New South Wales) .claimed by
Mr.. Arnott in connexion with the existing contract is ‘£12
odd’ Yerwn; concrete work 'should. only involve an-addi-
tional cost in the pri¢e-of cementiand reinforcement steel;
brickwork should not be-any dearer as bricks are still.thé
same price, and labour is. plentiful; joinery-ought not to
show -any very: appreciable rise. All ironmongery,
‘painters’ swork, &e., will wcertainly carry’ a very. stiff .in-
crease. The.existing schedule for.stons work should :still
apply.

“The: question. of ‘the addition of the two exira.floors
should be: immediately decided, as. we 'are-virtually, at.a
deadlock, as far as detsils for. all work above. fourth .floor
are concernel, I ‘have dlready -sent. you particulars
{plans). of! the of tother Dep Whi
it is presumed will accupy these extra floors, 'so.that you
will be able to come to &.conclusion as tosthe total-avea.
which can bg profitably occupied by the Commonwealth.”

9. The expenditure of,. say,. £35,000 in providing the. addi-
tional floors would, therefore, permit of an.immediate isaving
of £2,203 per annum, and a savibg of at least £4,500.per an-
numin ten years. In addition, it would allow of the various:
staffs being located under more ecohomical”conditions' than ‘is
-possible- in ‘buildings' not n‘ll’bcinlly duifne‘d to_moet itheir.

requirements. and- seattered all over the place, ‘and -this, would:

buildings in Perth. 3
4. There are 16,500 square feob of space on each floor.

permit of an apgregia_ble reduction in staff cost.
10. The.concentration of+tho Federal Departments would:be

*.of (great benefit,to'the general public.

K11

A1 Tam informed by the Stato Chlef' Architect that the addi-
tioiial floors could noiw he provided cheaper than at any future
Enrin, as tho work in connoxion with the erection of the

uilding 1s nt-& stags permitting of such,

12,1 ‘submit the questlon for considoration.

13, If the floors nrb provided; at n cost of £11,000, th savings
in rents would at onco amocunt to about. 7 per «cent. per
annum of that sum, '

14, Plans and estimates of costs are attached..

.

After the war started there was a lnrge increase in
postal business in regard to both letters and parcels,
but sineg peace has beon declared thoe busiuess has ap-
preciably decreasod, The following, tables will. show
the position:—  ° .

Comparative Statoment, showing the.businoss of the Postmnster-
General’s. Dopartmont, Western Australin (Revenuo and Expendi-
turc), for the yeara onded 30th Juno, 1913 and 1920, and the
porcontage of inorease or decreass. .

Percentage,
Item, 1912-13. | 1910-20,
. i Ineresse,| Decriase.
- Y
Co . £ %, %
Ttem 1. Boxes and Bags: .. [ ‘2,108 2,360 |, 13- .
2, CommissiononMoney | 15,380 | 12,320 . 108
Ordors and Pound- |
agoon Postal Notes !
3. Telegraphs .. | 80,013 | 110,705 | 243 | ..
4. Telophones .. | 63,248 [123,920 | 1959 | ..
5. Dostages’ .. |146,328 | 201,770 | 37:8 | ..
6. Miscellancous we | 18,136+ 33,431 | 1645 .
Totala .. |820,208 1484545 1 471 | ..
EXPENDITURE.
Salavies . .. . .. 201,921 | 287,003 | 42:5 ) ..
Conveyance of Mails o410 | 403831 L. 1 339
Contingencies - .. 122,765 [ 103,768 | .. | 164
Mizcollancous we .o 3,303 b 60T . 5i'6
Penalons and Retiring Allew- | 3720 65180 | 304
ances .
New Works . .. |120,505 | 30,466 . (R
Totals .. .+ | 526,960 | 478,326 O 1

Comparative Statement, showing Parcels Posf Business, includin,
Valuo Poyable and Duty Pareds, for the years 1013 and 1920, an
the percentage increase and decreaso.

. Percentage,
Partlculars. 1018, | 1920,
Decrense.
Inland— . - o | %
No. of Parcela .. .. {165,015 | 260,830 |. 56 .
Woight «. . 1bs, | 508,470 | 636,007 26 [ ..
Poatage: “ £| splo| 12,646 | 47 -
Intor-State— ] A
Despatched— ! 8
of Parcels .| 17,235 | 21,358 | 24 “
Woight o Ms [ 40,071 | 70477 | 873 .
Postago o £ 14821 2,207 40
Received— . ' A
No, of Parcels .| 44,728 | 78,782 | 67
Boyond. the Commonwealth—
Despatehed—
0, of Parcels o] 8677 | 8376 . 33
- Weight .. Ibs | 18,334 | 20,145 | 423 I
Postage, o £ 8ol | e3¢ 16}
‘Received=- : -
No, of Parcels W] 23768 | 24934 B .-
.. | 200,013 | 386,777 | 490 .
1bs, | 575,878 [730,719.| 28 .
£1,10,703. 15,087 45 | ..

The following is a_comparisor of parcel work for
month of October, 1920, with that of October, 1010:—
Number of Oversea Parcels despatched—
1010 1920, .
Octaber,  Octol
821 . L&

.
nerease, 44" per cent.

Number of Inter-State Parcels despatelied—

1819 1020,
October,  October.
1,318 .. 1791—ineroase, 35 per cent.
Number of Inland Parcels posted at Porth—
e 1920,
Octoler.  Octoher.
11,381 .. 13,070—inerense, 22 per cent.
Number of V.P, Parcels posted at Perth—
. 1019 1020,
October.  Octoler,
1,871 .. 2400—incrense 32 per cent.

It should he noticed from the above figuros that o
considerablp increase has taken place in all trans-
actions, more purticularly in regard to V.P. business,
A comparison of business for 1919 and 1920, at chiof
parcel office, Perth, shows—

Ordinary Inland V.P. Parecls

Parcels” Posted. Losted.
1010 . 099,248 - 21,460 A
1920 .. 187407 . 26,331

I expect n steady inerease in the postal work. The
hieads of branches have advised me that they require
fivo floors, but that has been reduced by the sub-
committeo to four floors, and the Department think
that is o fair provision to cover a period of fifteen
years. Wo carefully went through the plans of the
building when tho reports were being. considered as to
the space required. The new building entirely meets
with my npproval, both in regard to the public and
ofiicial acconmodation, which, I think, will' tend to
rensonable comfort and economy. I can make no sug-
gestion for amy improvement in connexion with tho
ground floor, I do not think anything material hus been
omitted, and I am of opinfon that the public will be
satisfied. ‘Ihe provision of letter boxes is estimated
to suffice for fiftecu years from 1917, but there is room
for additionsl boxes. The oue disappointment in the
plan was d with the arra it of conveying,
tho mails to and from the railway station. The pro-
vision made has nat improved very mueh on the pre-
sent system. A tunnel. was suggested from the building
to tho railway platform, and thore was an alternative
suggestion for an over-hend railway, but both these
idoas have been abandoned. I now underst i that
thé mails are to be carried by vehicle as at prosent.
1 was anxious to save handling, and to sce the mails
laid on trucks, and carried to the platform alongside
the vans. As it is vehicles have fo be logded, faken
over the rond, and then unloaded, and so in regard
to the receipt of mails. There was an idea that tho

central railway station might be removed” some dis- -

tance nearer to West Porth, but it is probabld that it
will remain where it is for some considerable time, and
wo shall have to continua the old sevvice, The cm-riqgc
of mails to and from the station is not an dxpensive
item. ‘Il contract in 1020 was. £806, an: the cou-
tinet for this year is £830. Tho only saving the new
post office will' xepresent will be fu the matter of dis-
tance; the handling will be exactly the sime. T was,
ns 1 say, disappointed in this regard, becanso of the
time that is lost. I mm not aware of anythiug having
hoen done in the direction of mechanienl handling in
Melbourne and Syduey. From a postal poiit of view,
tho sooner wo get iuto the new post office the hetter
for the very simple reason that there will be a saving
of the renfals wo aré now puying, and \vln}t is morg




important, there will %o more comfort for the officers
and better supervision of the work, The officers aro
very eramped nt present. I would cortainly advise &
temporary roof, 50 03 to permit ear] ocoupation of
the -building. There will, as I say, be better super-
vision, and we shall save £2,500 in rent, though, as you
say, the Commouweulth wanld' loso £6,000 odd which
they now receive in rentals. We could earry on the
postal’ work all right while the two. additional stories
were in course of construetion. .

31, To Mr. Mathews.—What principally guided us

in allotting the space in the first instance was.cfficiency

and cconomy in the handling of mail matter in the.

mailroom. I am satisfied with the provision made for
the comfort.of the employees, which will tend to ensure
o sntisfied staff. I would not advoente men working
in the basement of the present building. -In the new
building carts will be driven in and out of the base-
ment, but the men will be there only when loading and
unloading; it is not as though they had to stay there
all day and work. In many cases it is necessary to
have a dining , but thero ere bers who will not
avail themselves of it as they do, for instance, in Mel-
bourne. Provision for 100 is considered enough. There
are about fifty females as typists and sorters, and T
think sufficient provision has been made for them,
Thero is not mueh ill-health or breaking down amongst
them.

32, To Senator Newland—If it be decided to add
to tho building, and to permit oceupation of the post
office while the building operations are going on, I
would recommend that the Parcele Post branch  bo
shifted there first. 'This branch is on the two lower
floors and that work above would not affect them ; there
is not much writing in connexion with the work.
Arrangements would have fo bt made so that the
builders’ men could use one side of the building, and
the departmental, officers the ather, in order thit there
should be no in‘erference. A builder, no- doube, makes
arrangements iu order to carry but his work in the
most_expeditions and esaplete manner. and if ho is
asked to shift or make 2 ‘hange the work may be
delayed; and, on tho whole, I would agree with you
that if the matter were. left until the building was
finished the whole of the staff would be transferred’ at
an earlier period than if a section were first trans-
ferred. I should, however, like to sce it arranged for
the Parcels Post branch to get into the new building
In connexion with that branch the public are going
in and out all day long, and the present premises are
very unsuitable. Any suggestions I made-as to the ¢on-
venience of. the public in the main. hall' were given due
consideration, and have heen largely embodied in the
plans; I am sure everything is a5 we asked, or next door
toit. I think that the plans made in the interest of
the publio and the officers should be satisfactory. As

. to the tuanel botween the railway station and the past

office X may say that thero is a drain 20 feet below,
running parallel with the building in Wellington-street,
so that 1 think that iden would be n failure. TIn the
absence of anything Lutter T would have a line of rails
running across tho sireet into the station yard, T do
not think that such 2 line would be in the way; we
only cross the street ten or'a dozen times a day, and'
the vehicles might be mo*cr driven, It is.only a short
distance of about 60 feet, and the use of rails would
lossen the handling, seeing that we deliver the mails
on the platform, and that. the railway people do the
rest. Porhaps the trains wruld back up to the plat-
form for us. I do not think that we get just as near
the platform with an ordinary wheelod motor vehicle.
We despateh mails from soveral platforms, but mainly
those of two or three of the moin lines, "If the vans
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could back right alongside the platform we could-ldad.
up at once, and the. advantage would be-the- sama; for.
both in-gging and out-going-mails, Some arrangement.
would have to be made with the railway people-to mect
s in this matter:

83, To the.('hairman—1{ £40,000 or £30,000 is spent“

an this extension of the post uffice it will'not tend to
curtail the provision of telepiiate and: other faeilizids
in theccquniry. At the present time we have plenty of
money, but we have-not the material here in the-shape
of wires and so forth, For example, for-the last month
we have had Ijing in Sydnoy wire which probably we'
shall not get: for anotlier month. In the case of ‘auto-
matic telept we are depending' on supplies from
Chicago. The following figures may. be of .nse- to-the
Committee :— . B

STAFES 1N Branones AT G.P.O., PERTn—YEARS 10137 AxD 1020,
Yumbcers only.

1913, 1020,
Corrospondence, Records. and Sta PR IR
Inspection.: ) OO TR )
Accounts ) 84
Mail 184- 157
Telegraphs . 158 .. 150
Eleetrical. Engincers . 40

Telephones local

. . w8l
at' Auto-Court, Murray-
streed,
Stores located at Stores, Lord-streets
_—
404, 477

OrFFICERS: PERMANESTLY Enrroven, PO G's DEPARTMENT,
WESTERN AUSTRALIA—YEARS 1013 ANp 1020,

1013. 1920,

Adminlstrative - . 1 . 1
Professional Lt 18
lerical. .- .. 418 .. 354
Genernl . .. 1,032 .. 1,169
1,458 1,542

Vacant Positions .. 1. .. T4

1,640 1,016

T'he witness withdrew.

. (Zaken at Perth.)
THURSDAY; 27t JANUARY, 1921,
Present:
(Sectional Committee.)

Mr. Gregory, Chairman;’

Senator Foll
-Mr, Mathews

Amazigh. Green, Acting Commonwealth Public Service
Inspector, Western Australia, sworn and examined.

l Senator: Newland.

34 To the Chaimman~T have not been associated
with the proposal to erect this building to «any great
extent except as ‘Works Registrar; I was the ‘officer be-
tween the State and the Commonvwezlth. I do not
criticise any of the work, or anything of that sort, but.
all communications go through-me. In the ‘carly diys,

Ll

I; from.timo to fime, sﬁppli_ed information required by
tho Department. I inquired and reported as to the spaco
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requirements; and I have that information here in the
condensed form on my records:—

P 1 OF COMMOX Di THAT IT 18 T0'A ‘1 NEw GENERAL Pdst OFFICy, PERTH.
Present Hloor | Estimated Floor |
Tranch, Present Locality, Bpace. | Space for next10 Rentat per Anoum, and Remarks.
) K > | to 16 Years, .
; .

.
C.P.8, Inspeator and Staft

. | AP, Chambers, | 1,476 sq. ft. | 1,600 sq. ft.
Rorth.

£ e d, .
105 0 O\Lcase oxpires 30th April, 1021
{owners, A.M.P.. Society)

Old-age Ponsions and Mnﬁrm\ty Al " » 1,100 8q. 15, | 2,700 sq, ft. 130 0 0)
lowancd for 10 years, g
3,000 aq. ft.
| X for 15 years
‘Works Regiatrar . . " " 3810 sq. ft. | 2,000 sq. ft. 39 0 O 2,000 eq. ft., to include Accounta
. i Branch, when Commonwealth
! Works Department ig oreated in
“Westorn Auatralia
Total I 300

Fodoral Tazation (ownor,, Mes, | Kingestrost .. | 12000 6q. ft. [30,000 ft.
Crocker): ) .

690 0 0 plusratesand tasos (vpproximataly
£108 1s. 6d.). Leaso oxpires 24t
Moy, 1921~ At ospiry of lenso

s/ ¢ ownor roquests rental at £800 per
annum, plus rates and taxes

Electoral {owners, Young' Auatralia | 51 Musray-stroot 2,205 5q. it. | 3,160 eq. ft. 390 O O lease expires on 3lat August, 1021

* Leaguo)- : ! with right'of renowal
Meteorologigal. (owners, New Zea- | Now Zealand |1,050 sq. ft. | 2,500 sq. it 130 © 0 monthly tenancy

land Insurance Company) Chambers
Sub-Treasury (ownor, Mr. Neil MoNeil's Chambers,| 1,001 aq. {t. | 1,200 aq. ft. 240 0 O leaso expires June, 1021

MalNeil) * Barmclcatreet .
Audit (owner, Mr, Neil-McNdil) .. ” ” 650 sq. ft. [1,300 aq. ft. 134 0 O leaso expires on 31st August, 1021
Works and  Railways Accounts | St. Georgo's House | 600 eq. ft/ 600 £q. {L. and 135 00

Branch {ovmors, Millaf's Timbor | “and strong.| strong-roon

and Trading Company) room
In addition to the above, thero are tho Fedoral Members' Rooms (:

1920, Rental paid for these rooms ia .
Total .- .

643 &g, ft.,:in St, George's Houso, St. Georgo's-terrace.  Leaso expired on 31st July,

3), approsimately
150 0 0
2341 1 6

T have not takon out tho rate per square_foot, but L
can furnmish it. The estimates were furnished to me
by the Departments interested; I do not think the
ostimates were rough guesses. It was not assumed that
the Commonwealth would take over tho collection of
the Stato tax; that is n new matter, and. the 30,000
square feet, in peneil, has reforence to it. The Taxa-
tion Department is now working on 12.000 square feet
of space, and the: 30,000 square feet. is the space likely
to be required after amaigamation. I should think
that if the Commonwealth took over the collection of
State taxation it. would mesn: o big, cconomy, other-
wise 4t is not worth having, I cannot give an esti-
mate of the anticipated economy. Some of the esti-
jnatesdid not go through, me, but I think were obtained
direct by tho-Government Architect of the State Works,

* Department. As an-old officer L think that these esti-

Jnates are extravagsnt. The heads of Departments.
would probably be fearful of under, estimating and find-
ing, themselxes eramped in-a few years. I do not think
that if the Electoral Offices, State and Federal, were
combined: it would: mean a big addition to the space
vequired.. The Electoral Office is-in a state of activity
on‘iy ocensionlly; generally the staff is a small one,
but whon the rolls are being: prepared the work is very
heavy. If the: Commonwealth. took over the State
activities; and. had to make arrangements for beth
Commonweslth and State, I do. not think o mush
larger. space-would: be required, beeause-ono staff would
then. compile:the rolls, wherens-now there are- two stafls,
Tn the working of the Départments. I do-nut think it
makes very' much. differcnce whethor or not they are
in one building or adj z buildings, At present. the

Electoral Offico-is: near the State Government Printing
Office, and we do uqt feel any inconvenience from it

F.21685.——'%]’-

being a little out of the business centre, There would
certainly be a saving of time to the public if they conld
do thoir business with the State and the Common-
wealth in the same bnikling. There are very valuable
records kept in the Taxation and other Departments;.
but in some of the: offices I do not think their loss by
fire would be very material. It might be serious in
the case of the Taxation Depurtment, because wa do
not know what litigation may occur later on. Tn the
Pensions Office, however, when ar old-age pensioner
dies his records might very well be destroged. A Ist
of space is required for the presses for holding the
records, and unless the records are valuable, as in the
cnse of the taxation rceords, I cannot see why they
could not be burned in ten years fromd the date of
their origin; this mstter, however, has ncver been
mooted. There is nothing to justifv the expense of
housing records except the utility of the records. Valu-
able records should, of course, be howsed in o building
which is fire proof as far as is humanly possible. If
il the Departments, except Repatriation, Defenco, and
lustoms, could be hoased by the addition of these two
stories at an expenditure of £40,000' or £50,000, or
9s. 2d. to 2. Od. per square foot, T would certainly
vecommend’ that the work be carried ont. In my
opinion the expenditure orr the Post Office will be
athply justified. As to the matter of argency we should
be guided hy the difference between the cost and our
rentals now—would the Post Office be-cheaper than the
biring of rooms# We are uot.entering into any leases
now, 8o far as I am aware, in contemplation of the
Tost Office being completed, and we shall not enter into
any for at least eighteen months, The new suggestion
for completing the building hasiupset all our arrange-
ments in regard to leases, If the costs were not
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excossive I think. it would bo desirable to put a tom-
porary roof on the fifth floor. 0 as.to enable early occu-
pation of the lower floors, particularly for the business
of the Post Office. Generally spoaking, the working:con
ditions in tho present Post Office are very bad, The
space is much crapiped and there are lgo many room,
for. syoper suporvision; the sooner they get'to the new
building the bettes, beeanze the work will then be more
cconomieally carried opn. The Post [Offico will be
closer to the roilway, dnd about £500 per annum for
cartnge will bo-saved. If the scheme is earried, T take
it-that there will be other means of travisport between
the Post Office and the railway station. I have no
suggestion whatever to make in' regard to the handling
of mail matter betweon the office and the station. T
think that a conduit is proposed undor Wellingjon-
strcet—that is the only suggestion that I kuow of.
know of no engineering report in regard to this
proposal,

36. To Senator Foll.—As to the responsibility for the
allocation of space in the new building the head offico
in Melbourne has gatheved information_independently
of me. Some of the inforination T have has been
gathered from 'the plans. I have ne instruetions at
present to decide whether or not thess ctimates of
space are: extravagant; I have no instructions to esti-
mate the space required. 1f every Department in that
building, has space over and above its actual require-
monts it will make a ¢ msidersble difference to the busi-
ness side of the venture, I have not checked tho esti-
mates, nor am I called upon to check thoru. T have
no responsibility st all in regard to them. No official
that T know of has authority to check the spaco, tho
estimates in regard to which are in the first place fur-
nished by the heads of Departments. I have mo re-
spongibility; mine is simply an office of record botweon
the State and' the Commoniwealth.

36. To Mr. Mathews.—If. T were called upon to
caleulate the possible space necessary for, say, the
Electoral Depurtment for the next ten or twenty years,
T would not maintain that I could do so correctly.
do not think that Western Australia is likely to go
shead to any material extent, so as to affect cstimates
of this sort. The Commonwealth Taxation Office occu-
pies 12,000 feet, and it is estimated that 80,000 feel
will be required at the end of fifteen yearsif the amal-
gamation is carried out; but jt is almost impossible to.
cstimate in matters of this kind. T do not agroe with
the iincrease from 1,190 fect to 3,000 feet for the Old-
ago Pensions and Maternity Allowance Office. These
estimates wero: probably made‘when the war peusions
were being paid by this Department, whercas now they
are paid by the Repatriation Department. T find no
deosire on the part of landlords to raise rentals wbuor-
mally on the renewal of leases. The only case of an
incresse that I know of is that of Mra. Crocker, owner
of the Taxation Office, who is asking, for £300, plus
taxes, as'against the previous rental of £690; plus taxes.
The Rlectoral Office had to leave St. George's Ilouse,
the space having been lot, I understend; at a higher
rental to some. one clse when the leage terminated.
I do not know of any contemplated inerense of rental
in the ense.of the Federal Members’ room. T sin pretty
sure. that the Anstralian Mutual Provident Society
will renew their lease without amy increage; we have
been with them ever since our establishment at Perth.
1 anticipate no_ diffieulty at all in the renewal of
leases except in tho-case of Mrs: Crocker, who ig offered
o higher Tent by some big mercantile people. If Mys.
Crocker will not give a renewal for-two years I antiei-
pate the groatest difficulty in getting an office, because

there are no buildings -available, Eowwer,.on&hp
‘ywhol, I do not unticipato much difficulty.. It.is beiter
to concentrate the offices if possible.

The witness withdrew.

John William Otto. ’l‘eppcr,'Superintendont of the
Mail DBranch, Western Australia, sworn. and
examined, -«

.

37, To the Chairman~—I have been mnearly soven
yenrs Superintendent of the: Mait Braneh, though for
the last three years I have been Acting Chief, Clork.
1 have hod exporience in the handling of mails other
thut in Perth, particularly in Kalgoorlio, but I have
not been in any of the big offices in the other States.
Tn Perth the mail work js divided; the Inland Mail
Scelion and the Ship Mail Section are at the General
Post Offiee, while the Parecls Post Section is worked
at a placo in Murray-streot, called Melba Halk
There is g contract for the conveyance of the mails
between the General Post Office and the railway
station «at £530 per annum, the contractor supplying
sufficient horse-drawn vehitles to do the work, Ho
works all hours, while the. traing are running; from
early morn until very late at night, and sometimies
until 1 o'clock in the morning. Ho provides drivers.
who trke dolivery of the mails at the railway station
and lodge them at the General Post Offieé: after the
arrival of the trains; He similarly deals with thé out-
ward mails under the same contract, Counting to and
from the station ns n trip, he makes, twenty-one a day,
though on ocensions he mny make more, with outward
mails; the inward, mails. mean something like twenty-
five trips a day. There are about six trips on Sundays,
and for the Eastern and English mails three. or four
oxtra trips on ench oceasion, There is:a separate con-
tract for pareels post.cartage at £237 per annum. This
work is also earried out by horsedrawn vehicles and
drivers provided by the contractor, There are, per-
haps, six, outward trips. and ten inward trips, with
special trips for the north-west mails, and the United
Kingdom and Inter-State mails. He- also makes eight
trips between the Generdl Post Office and: the Parcels
Post Office. As Superintendent of Mails T put. safety
first+in the handling of them, . We have always recognised
the time factor, but it is not altogether to be snerificed
to the cost. It is undoubtedly csséntial to have speedy
delivery of the mails. When the now Post Office wa3
projected the question of economy im both ‘time and
money was seriously considered, but I was not asked te
report ou that phase, which was never before me.
There are.reports by my predecessor, but I do not think
they .deal with that particular point. For our work we
want a position ns nearly central as possible and con-

venient to the reilway station and a Post Office so *

placed as to give every facility for the hantlling' of
mails. There wns a very good report fromt my' pre-
decessor setting out the points essential in-the-erection
of o new General Post Ofice, I canmot tell you what
those points were, except that the office should be con-
venient to the railway station, sor that the mails right
by easily, quickly, and_cfficiently handled, I think the
plans for the new building are entirely satisfactoty <o
fur, and that my branch. will require the whole of the
space allofted to it. The space in the new office is
obout double: that in the present Post Office, whare we
are very cramped, ‘Tho present space we occupy is
6,270 square feet, and we-are asking for 14,000 square
feet in the new office for' the mail work. The area
oceupied.by the Pareel Post Branchnow is 3,344 squaro
feet, and we are asking for 5,428 square: feei. " Our
estimate was based ou five, tem, and’ twenty years

originally, in view of the incroase of business and popu-~

lation from 1802 to 1012, From 1002 to 1007 the:

business showed an increase. of 18 por cent, and for
the pext five years ending in 1912 au incrense of 30
per cont. In 1013 an increnso of 5 por cont. was shown
on the one year, and in. the next five years, ending in
1918, tho increnso was 24 per cent. 1t was compi

that 1928 would show an incrense of 46 per cent. for
the ten years, and in 1938 an ineronse of 30 per cent.
for tha following ten years. T feel suro that the spaco
allotted to us will last for fully another fifteen years,
and possibly longer: When the work is spread over a
reasonable area it can be done comfortably, aud much
better than it is done now. I do not think it would
be feasiblo to utilize a portion of the mail-branch spaco
for tho accommodation of some othor officers of " the
Postal Departmont for the next two-or three years. It
would be very undesirable to have any others on the
floor whero a1l the mail brauch activitios are earvied

on, N

38. To Mr. Mathews—1I have been thirty years asso-
ciated with the Post Office in Western Australin. We
lirve.always had onr eartage done by contract, although,
prior to my coming to Perth, an effort was made to run
motor vehicles. They were, however, of a very inferior
type, and proved a total failure; costing more than we

sy under the contract. The collection from letter
goxes i done by contract. Thore are practically no
complaints of losses of mail matter or pureceis;, there
i3m0 evidence that there has ever been o robbery from
the letter boxes by any of our men, The system of
sending one of our own men to accompany the con-
tractor’s driver was done away with on my recommen-
dation five years ago, and the change has proved satis-
factory. Practieally no instructions are necessary for
thoser men who. know' the routine and follow it. A
different contractor takes delivery of mail matter at
the railway station, and in that case a postal officer
nearly always accompanies the driver, especially if
tho loads are large; and our own mun is responsible
for the delivory of the bags at the General Post Office.
It would not bo satisfactory to leave this to the driver
slone, becauso somebody might take a bag, or o bag
might fall off. I have forgotien what the contractor
gets. for collesting from the letter boxes, but 1 think
it is in the vicinity of £000 a year. The wages paid
to the men employed by the contractors are those cur-
rent in the district; the contractors have to pay Arbi-
tration Court wages, as stipulated in the contract. Wo
do not make particular inquiries, but if men complain,
as they havo oceasionally, wo take the matter up and
seo the proper wages are paid; The contract of £830
is for one, two, or three yenrs, and the present cou-
tract is for thres years from the Ist. January of this
year. We have found tho contract system porfectly
satisfactory; it is far and away better-than our doing
the work ourselves. I estimate that when we get to the
new Post Office there will be a saving of about £300 per
annum, owing, to the short. distances to ba traversed to
the railway station, and by the abolition of the Melba
Hall contract. I am satisfied with the lay out of the
furniture, and so forth, for my branch; indeed, 1 think
it is splendid, and much the same ns in Melbourne. I
do not think we should save much money if the Post
Offico were right alongside the railway line, justead of
« where it is being built. The mechanical transit of
mails by under-ground: tramway, or over-head troily,
would undoubtedly expédite business, but I em afraid
the-cost would be prohibitive. If I'had the choice: of
having the mwail-room right on the railway line, or
having to cart the mails, I would have them on the.
lire. I have mot been to. Sydney. to-see the arrange-
ments there.

e
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30, To the Chairman—I would profer the whols of
the mails to. b received and despatehed ot the railway
station if tho nccommodation and the staff could be
there—it would be an ideal placo.

The witness withdrew.

Henry Richard Way, Commonwenlth Eleotoral Officor
for the Stato of Western Australia, sworn and
examined.

40, Lo the Chairman—~My office is now at 51
Murray-street, formerly occupied by the State
Children’s Department, and. opposite the Government
Printing Officc, Wo wero formerly in St. George's
House, but we moved in September last, owing to the
lease having expired. When I came in July I appronched
Millars, but they said they could not give an extension
of tho lense because they required the. apace for their
own business, The spaco we now occupy is 2,00%
square feet, I have not been nsked lo report as to the
spaco we shall require for the next fifteen years, hut
the file of my predecessor shows that he asked for
3,100 square feot, and my opinion coincides with his.
That space provides room for slight expansion. It would
be ample space if the Federal and State Departmenta
were combined; the combination would merely increase
the card index which represents the only records re-
quiring any large space, L have permission to destroy
records whieh have become valueless through: lapse: of
timo; all cards that are removed from the index we
have power to destroy nftor o new roll is printed. We
have just cleaned up tha card index and taken out about
3,000 valueless cards. Our present premises: are suit-
able for neithor public nor officials. ~ The office is one
whiclr it is essential should be in close touch with the
public; and tho accommodation provided in the new
Post Office, with proper lift accommodation, would be
quito suitable. There has been no move with a view
to the amalgamation of tho Federal and State activity,
though- I have discussed the matter with the Chief
Electoral Officer. Each succeeding State Minister re-
views. the filo, but eannot agree to the Commonwealth
handling the work; the State is prepared to amalga-
mate if the Commonwealth will agree to the State do-
ing the work, There are difficulties, but I see no in-
surmountable ones in the way of either the Common-
wealth doing the work for the State-or the State doing
the work for the Commonwealth; a re-arrangement of
the divisional boundaries is all that is necessary, I
have not estimated what economy could be efiected by
an amalgamation, but if the whole of the work were
done by one staff, either Commonwealth or State, o
very large saving could be made. An estimate made
by: the hend: of the Department would' be more valuable
than ono prepared by the individual Electoral Officor
in each, State, because the head of the Deprriment
knows tho basis-on which the amalgamation has been:
effected in South Australia, and is abla to adopt a uni-
form method of comparison.

41, To Mr, Mathews—If thore were an smalgama-
tion about half the present exponditurs on the collection
and printing of the rolis would be saved, and that ia
the principal expenditure, T see no sorious objection
to-lotting the State do this work; it could be easily be
done by cither Commonwealth or State. In Western
Australia, they are in line with, the Commonwealth in
regard to compulsory enrolment and the card system.
Nearly all the registration ir done.at the Central Offico
here. In Western Australia the names are collected by
postmen. Esen if it extended only to the collection of
the names and printing of the rolls, amalgamation
would result in considernble saving.

T'he witness withdrew. '
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(Taken at Perth.)
FRIDAY, 28mr JANUARY, 1921,

Present:
(Secetional Comnittee.)
Mr. Grecory, Chairman;

Senator Foll 1 Senator Newland.
Mz, Mathews

John Franeis Whitely, Deputy Federal Commissioner
of Taxation, sworn and examined.

49, To the Chairman—There has been a deal of
correspondence between myself and Mr. Ewing for
geveral years in connexion with the housing of my
Dopartment, Our-present-quariers were built. specially
for ug, and they are satisfactory, but they aro becoming
congested, and I have been pressing Mr. Ewing-and the
‘Works. authorities to hasten tho transfer of the Depart-
ment to ‘the new building. More accommodation is
reslly required mow, The health of the officers is
suffering, especially in the swmmer time wlien some-
times we have a whole week with. the glass at over 100.
We have 10,036 square feet of floor space available
for staff and furniture after taking into account stair-
cases, passages, and so on. I have not been officinlly
informed. that the ngreement has been signed, but it
is considered ns good ns accepted that wo shall collect
for the State. For some time, at auy rate, after the
amalgamation, there will be more work than there has
beew, becauss of bringing the records together, and mak-
ipg the nccessary re-ndjustments. We estimate a very
substantial deercaso eventually, say, within a couple of
years, Ltis o matter of some doubt what staff will be
tequired under uormal conditions; the State has
entored on a schemo of card indexing of every property
and block of land, and it is thought this work will
necessitato fifteen new cabinets, and also twenty new
officgrs  for some time. I should eny that almost
immediately we shall require from 23,000 to 25,000
square feot. We receive 10,000 new returns in each
yenr, aud the Department is necessarily expanding,
and T think that many years will not elapse before the
saving in space that will bo immediately realized in
the amalgamation will be more thau lost in the expan-
sion, Eow many taxpayersiwill be brought within-our
purview if the basie wage operates? An immigration
policy has been dnitinted, and that leads to expansion,
1 should say that we shall require probably both floors
in the now office within. five years; the Commissioner
says three years, and he is better qualified and knows
tho local conditions. Further, he knows the mind -of
the Government in regard to prosimate, perhaps
remote degislution. The one floor in the Post Office
could be cnsily converted into_offices for us, and
wo-have considered the lay out. I think-that the posi-
tion of the-new Post. Offic will lend itself to the publie
convenionce, seeing that it is in the vory heart of the
city, ahich is growing, to the north. If the two floors
are not completed until twelve to oighteen months from
now, I think we can mennwhile find accommodation
for the staffs. I -have no anthority to destroy the re-
cords. The question has been diseussed, and it is felt
tho time has not come when the destruction ought t.
take pluce; it is 4 matter for serious consideration. At
the present time, under the Act, reciprocity is estab-
lished between the State and the Federal Departments,
and in -the case of the War-times Profit Tax we have
had occasion to got texpayers’ records for the pre-war
period. A taxpayer often has no books, and refers
to the State Taxation Deprrtment, but, unfortunately,
some of its records’have heen destroyed. In some eases:
we wish-to go ‘back a8 far as 1009. We cannot antici-
pate at any time what form new taxation may take

and what abnormal conditions it may introduco., As to
thetime ‘that should elapsé beforo-papers nre destroyed
T should like the Commissioner to spenk authoritatively
for ns. *We have had conferences, but no -one seems
disposed to suggest that anything yet should be de-
stroyed, Wo could make nrrangements for our pre-
sent dation at on i d rental of £110,
the present rental being £000. . )

48, To Mr. Matlhiews—The State authorities ara'in
Government. bnildings at an estimated rental of £750,
and there would be ne diffieulty in keeping that por-
tion of the staff on. The amalgamation would be of
great. benefit to the taxpayer, and, financially, for the
whole of the peoplo of Australia. The present arrange-
ment is that the State Commissioner ghall control the
Stato assessments, and that I shall control the Federal
assessnients, but thore is a provision allowing the State
Government to appoint me State: Commissioner. The
taspayer will fill in only one form, which is already in
the hands of the printer.

44, T'o Senator Newland.—It isa fact that at the pre-
sent time the Federal and State Taxation officers are
doing practieally the same work; there are two Acts,
ench of which requires a certain st of ngsessmonts 10
be prepared.  Tho State is really doing the same kind
of work that the Commonwenlth is doing, but on a
somewhat different method, and with amalgamation
this duplicatien will be avoided. If amalgamation
tukes place we shall have to pragtieally keep two sots
of records, just the snme as now, in two separate. offices,
so far ns past years ave concerned; but the records
from 1st July next will be entirely unified. Broadly, T
would say that after the initial adjustment of the two
trxation methods one: man in my office will bé able to
do as much work as one man in my office and one man
from the State office have been doing hitherto, but it
will' take our one man longer to prepare the combined
assessments; at the same fime, there will be only one
salary to pay. There is no doubt that considerable sav-
ing fo the taxpayer will be shown. Notwithstanding
that fact, I will suy that, in time, wpder amalgamation,
my staff will have reached the Timits of the State and
the Commonweunlth staffs combined, Parliament may
raise the exemption, but thére will be- a much larger
number of taxpayers, owing to tho inerease of salaries
in the Commonywealth Service alone. Wages are going
up outside, and unless the exemption. be substantiaily
inerensed the number of taxpayers will be increased;
sud, as I suid before, the immigration policy will add'
materially to the number of taxpayers. The savings
that have been looked forward to are mot, however,
more imaginary than real. If the Commissioner were
answering your question le would suy that the amal-
gamation could' be enrricd on for one-third of the pre-
vious. cost, taking Australia as a whole;_tliere can be
more substantial savings made elsewhere than in
Western Australia, I do not wish to- deal with a ques-
tion which is cssentially one for the Commissioner.
TWhether the savings will be as great as is sometimes
supposed 1 am sutisfied that the amalgamation of’ the
two offices with up-to-date quarters will enablo -us to:
deal more expeditiously and satisfactorily with the tax-
payers than now. Every one recognises that the two
offices are an ovil; and the removal of the_olligation
to prepare two returns will be a great reliof to the
people generally.

The wilness withdrew.

James McFarlane Lapsley, Chief Officer of TFire.
Brigndes, Western Australin, sworn and examined.

45. To Senator Newland.—I have been consulted as
to the fire risk of the proposed -additions to-the'General
Post Office. Tn my-opinion, the precautions taken in

. .
this regard aro very astisfactory—that is, if all our
recommendations are carried out, which can only be
ascerinined when the building is comploted. T should
like to rend the following communication from Mr. Lee,
the Chicf Officer of the Melbourne Fire Brigade, to
Colonel Owen, tlie Director-General of Worksi—

Perth, W.A,
4th July, 1918,

FIRE. INSPECTION—NEW POST .OFFICE, ETC.,
PERTH, W.A. .

At the request of your Buerd, in company with Mr. Lapsley,
Chief Officer of the Western' Auslmllunp Fl’ro Brigades, lplm\ye
inspected the building in course of ercction to bo used for
postal purposes, situated between Murray and Wellington
atreets, Perth.

After inspecting the works and going closely into the plans
of the finished structure,. I havo formed the opinion that when
c_om'pleg:_:d it will bg at lenst.cono .of the best examples in

of what I xpting jon for public build-
ings should be, and if my recommendations hercin contained
aro carrled out, it may. e considered. reasonably safe from

re.

Altlhiough this will he a very fine typo of firo.resiating
construction, it must be remembered that the fttings wwl
general contents will bo of an inflammnble nature, conse-
quently such precaution should be taken as to reduce the risk
of fire spreading to a minimum,

Adjacent Risks—~The' surrounding properties are of such a
character that. a nflagration in the mear vicinity of the
building under revi ssible, und arrangements should
bo mnde to counternet the cifect of fiying hurning débris:

Water Bupply—The snp‘nly is taken from the Victoria
Resorvoir, 14 miles from the city, empiying into an inter-
mediate regervoir situate abont a’ mile and a half from the
contre of the town, and. containing 13,000,000..gallons. This
building i». reticulated on tho north side by an 8-inch main,
and. on-the sonth side y a Ginch ‘main, I recommend that
three rising .unins be installed adjacent to the etaireasea,
three mining to he fitted -on each sfioor with 2i-inch outlets
of the Perth Fird Brigade standard pattern, so as to be inter-
changenble. with.the brigade’s, gear. * The mains to te errried
through. the roof, with stand .pipes crected thereon, together
with the necessary lioses, branches, &e.

Owing to the poor £rcssurﬁ available at certain times of -the
year, I recommend that thess xising mains be mounted with
the necessary-fittingsito enable the brignde's pumps to rapidly
get do wark in ordor.ito increase tho pressure throughont the
pipe: system in the building.

In addition, an emergency supply should be provided. on the
roof by menna of a.tank containing, say, 25,000 gallons, thus
insuring-at ll -times a water supply i the event of trouhle
on the tawns’ annins.

1T .would .also recommend-that two 23-inch single-bead, pillar
hydrants.be installed, one: on the western and the other on
the eastern side of the building.

Chemical Extinguishere—Ipnd. chemical extinguishers to be
rovided-for first aid in‘case-of firo-and distributed om each
oor throughoup the-building mounted on brackets. or hooks'
in_conspicuous places.

Fire dlarms-y-Fire glarms should Ye. provided on each floor,
of the pttern in-use throughout Perth city, these alarms to
be- conneeted -direct -to «the local fire station. At the same time
provision should b, made-for wiring the hmilding for a wateh-
men's. glock ayatem,, the Awires for such to be run in the same
circuits s the:fire alarms,

‘Before closing this re&mrt 1 should like to place on record
th Tuabl Vices amn -1 have received from Mr,
Tapslay; iwho,placed: unraservedly at my- disposa], not only his
Jon.experience.in fire-brigade.matters, but also-his wide Know-
ledge of local, conditions. {s+very, pleasing. to think that
shonld niy recommendations he earried out Mr., Tapsiey will
be-in theiposition: oft belng-able-to sec that the- five equipment
is' always .in perfeet: order.

That report was written at.the time when the additionsl
stories were' suggesteq. "There, lave been soveral lelle
recommendations made vetbally to the Toeal Public
Works Department, which represents the Couzman-
weulth,nnyl'Plln\{e’lmd no tronble in having them carried
out. TFar instance, T siggested that the 8-inch Welling-
ton-street main should ~he continued up Afo, Murray-

.street, and joined to the 6:inch main there. With, the

vesorve: tanks on-the roof, and the pumping plant, there
will: B¢ no danger of a big' fite, even if the presmre
otherwise wasratherbad. I am sntigfied that there-are
ample menns-bf escape i case of fire.

1

i

46. To Mr. Mathews.—There are plenty means of
esenpe for people able to move about and take theiv own
part in coming down the stairs, bat I would not con-
sider il advisable to have the old-age pensioner donlt
with on the sixth floor,

47, To Senclor Foll—1It will e necessary to get o
longer cxtension lndder in view of the two additional
stories; but when danger comes to the top floor it will
be at night time when nobody is there.

s

(Taken at Perlh.)
SATURDAY, 29tn JANTUARY, 1021

Present:
(Seetional Committee.)

Mr. Gregory, Chairman ;
Senator Foll, Mr. Mathews.
Senator Newland,

Charles Williun Arnott, contractor for the erection
of the new Goneral Post Office, Pertl, sworn and
examined,

48, To the (hairman.—The eontrn-t was entered
into in July, 1914, and it is autiripated that' the work
will be completed about nest January Trom a prae-
tienl point of view, the proposal to add two stories is
quite feasible; it was, I think, part of the original
plan. I think the foundations will ecarry anything.
I do not think it wounld be very expensive to throw a
tempurery roof uver the present building, and add the
two stories afterwards; but I can only guess at the cost.
A very liberal estimate would be £500 or £600 for the
temporary roof. There would be a eortain amount of
noise caused by the building operations going on; but
nothing much to interfere with the public in wny ways
there wonld be no clement of danger; we have not had
any accident yet. If the builling were used as o
General Post Office, the handling of my material and
raising it from the grouud would not eause any obstrue-
tion to the mail earts going in and out T do not think
there is any risk, nor do L think there would be much
annoyance.  The principal annoyance would be people
coming and interfering with the men. It is not by
any means a noisy building; the floors are solid con-
crete, and you cannot hear' through them  The noise
would not penetrate up the well; we do not make much
noise in a solid building like this. As contractor for
the building, I have no objection at all to. further con-
tracts being let. 1 will do_anything to facilitate the
finishing of the contracts. In the event of the Govern-
ment deciding to continue the eoutract, I could give a
price, but only on a schedule of quantities—on 2
schedule basis. I could prepare a schedule in a very
fow dnys. I would sooner work on a schedule.

49. T'o. Senator Newland.—The floors are completed
as we go up, aud the top floor is now practieally com-
ploted of conerete; there is only about ove week's work
to complete it. We requite a -yoof that is waterproof,
and T think it would be maltheid spread over the con-
erote which should prove sufficient protection.  The
Tublic Works Department wonldt have to. devise some
means of temporarily roofing the building. Malthoid
would turn the water, and it could be used again; there
would be a.certainamount-of damage done to it. What-
ever the cost of the roof was, there would be a sei-off
in the value of the materials. T ennnot say, until T
<ac the plan, what delay there wonld be in the comple-
tion of the building by putting on a temporary roof.
Tor about four years we could not gef any material.
Tn 1916, the Imperial Government prohibited the ox-
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pore of steel, and in this connexion I made an appeal
to Mr. Fisher, the High Commissioner; but there was
no chanco of getting any. That went on until we ar-
ranged to get supplies from tho Broken Hill Proprictary
when they started operations, We have no diflieulty
1 getting materinl now. There will not bo the same
amount of stonework in_ the additional stories, From
a rovenue-producing point of view, I think I would
make provision for the bottum stories to be sccupied
while the top stories werg being put on; the basement
could be ready in. a few months now. I do not know
any thing s to suel a course destroying cortain revenue-
producing buildings about the Post Office; but I would
endeavour to finish the bottom stories and get into
themn straight away. I am very anxious to:get covered
in this summer. I fonsider that we could not complete
the basement; but. we could do enough to it for occu-
pation in five months at the outside. I would not finish
the basement, because some of the works might get
stained and dirty. I do not.think that confusion would'
be created by my men coming in and ocut while mail
matters were being attended to, because there is so much
room. Wo propose to finish the strong-room in. the
basement at once, and also the sewerage. There will
be very little furniture in the basement to interfere with
my men when they come back later on.  In every public
building there arc workmen pretty well all the year
round. I would finish off as much as I could, and finish
all off completely if I conld get a temporary roof. If
a contract was let to another contractor for the upper
floors it would not interfere with me if he torked in
with me, and there was n temporary roof. I would
probably get on all right with the other contractor; but
the workmen of the two contractors would never agree.
Tt is a very deliento question for me to answer, whether
it would be eonducive to the speedier termination of
the work if arrangements were made for the Depart-
ment to finish it; but, from my experience, I should
say that that would be conducite to the harmony of
the job. If the buildjing were occupied Ly the Depart-
ment, the traffic of the public in and out would not in-
terfere with my workmen in getting the material up;
it is.all taken up by crane, quite away from. the people.
I see no difficulty in that dircetion. There is plenty of
roum for the ingress and egress. of the mails; and, as
far as my work is concerned, we never have o dray
standing there for five minutes. We are no more in
the way now than is a eart unloading in front of any
store. We are not loading and discharging all day
long. I only wish we were.

50. To Senalor Foll—DMy only desire is to get the
place oceupied as quickly as.possible, and the provision
of a temporary roof, as suggested, would mean the samne
amount of work on the roads and so forth, ouly the
work would have to be done carlier.

51. To Mr. Mathews.—1 think it would be better to
finish 1he building before any one went into it; but
the basement could be used it a very short time for
parcels’ business. It would be better, from a contrac-
tor’s point of view, to finish the building before it is
taken over. There would be no difficulty about obtain-
ing materials, though I eannot speak as to industrial
troubles, and the building should be finished in about
aighteen months. If the matter cannot be decided until
April, that, of course, will interfere with the progress
f the building. We are ready to go on with the roof

aw, and so be able to proceed with the plastering, &c.
1{f we knew that the work was to be gone on with, it
would help us considerably. We have the whole of the
freestone prepared, and financial loss could be saved,
because we could have everything prepared. Asto what
money would be saved by determining to go on with
the two stories now, or in five years' time, who can tell

whiat priees will b at the end of that period? It would.

cost a lot of money to erect cranes and gat all the 1eces-
sary machinery, It would cost £5,000 to equip the job,
and there would be a big saving in.déing the whole. of
the work at once. All the members of the staff under-
stand tho job. We started pile-driving in Januagy,

1915, aud completed it on the 18th May, the number of’

piles used being 1,520, We started concreting on the
following day; 10th May; bricklaying on the 8rd. July;
and the setting of the granite on the 6th Angust. Ac-
cording to the contract, the building wonld.-have been
completed: nbout the end of 1917 .and we were getting
on swimmingly until thero came the embargo-on steel.

(Taken at: Perth.)
WEDNESDAY, 2vo. FEBRUARY, 1021.

Prosent:
(Sectional Committes.)

Mr, Gresory, Chairman; '
Senator Foll, Ar. Mathews,
Senator Newland, .

William Burden Hardwick, Principal Architect, State
Public Works Department, Western' Australia,
recalled’ and' further exarhined.

52, To the Chdirman.—At the present time, it is-pro-
posed to use electrical henters wherover they aro re-
quired in the new building, ~ This matter has. been.
investigated, pretty thoroughly, and we find very few

*private offices in Perth which have fires in the winter

time; in fact, there are very few offices where I con-
sider fires aro necessary. I should not advise the instdl-
lation of hot-water pipes. There is special provision in
tho building to produce natural ventilation. There are
six large shafts around the central Ball, built in the
brickwork, and carried above the glass roof; they are
connceted by tubes with the rooms. There is no pro-
vision for mechanical ventilation, tho rooms being, large
ang open, with ample window space. If it was found
necessary, owing to the hedvy gtdffing of the offices, it
would be possiblo to instal eleétrie fans in order to
incrense the. ventilation. “-The decision in relation to
the erection- of the two extra floors:should: be given. to.
the contractor immediately, otherwise the work will'
liave to stop until we receive permission, Weo could ot
complete the lower floors. without putting ‘on a tem-
porary roof. I have not estimated the cost of such a
roof; but I do not think that at the outside it ould
be more than £500, and & lot of the material would be
available again. I would not say that no temporary
roof should be put on unless we determine to erect the
two extra stories, ~Mr. Arnott miy choose to cover
temporarily a portion of the building so. that he may
get on with the work. The Department would not
suggest a temporary roof unless we were: sure-the. extra
storigs wero going on, The present. Post Office being
unsuitable as. a building, and the .srrangements being,
bad, the stalf naturally takes up a lot more space- than
they would under better conditions. T think that with
the additional facilities they will not be.able to occupy
the whole of the first floor in tho new Post Office for
mail purposes. It might be arranged to finish the

basement find the first two flogrs to allow for the |

transfer of o section of the officials, in the event of the
additional stories being approved, and a temporary
roof put on. I do not think that the presence of theso
officials would interfere with. the- work of erecting these
two stories. Such an arrangement would mean the

'
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opening up of the new strest, As.to the contractor's
plant and material being in the way, I may point out
that there is not much gtonework in the oxtra two
stories, The quantity of stone he hag there will still
have to be cut;, but one sawing plant will bo sufficient,
We could not get right round tho building as intended
ultimately. I do mot think it would be advisable to
oceupy the basement, because the contractor would
want to, uso it, and also the right-of-way at the side.
He ¢ould: earry on without tho street front, but not
without. tho w6 rights-of-way, and it would be: incon-
venient fof him to.be shut out of the basement, I would
not advoeate finishing the road until the buildings were
finished. The, work going on would not cause any
more ‘confusion to_the officers and the public than in
the case of an ordinary street building,  The public
would Lave to be protected in some way, and these
are difficulties ensily got over. I merely sy that &
seetion of the postal employres could bo transferred to
the building' if so desired; it is not for me to say
whether it is: advisable. There are not more than
thirty hot days when_additional ventilation is required,
and T think we can: do without Sirocco fans, We took
the. area of the floor. affected by the sun when we wero
considering tho question of blinds, and we found that,
owing to the thickness of the walls, the angle of the sun
on -the floors was so small' it was not worth putting
blinds up. Electric radiators, which are to bo pro-
vided 'for heating purposes, can be extended if neces-
sary. 1t would be very expensive to put in a hot-water
system it could bo enrried out after the building is
finished, I believe that at St. George’s House there
is provision for steam heating in the winter,

. 58. To the Chairman~—Tho plans for Millar's build-
ing were, 1 believe, prepared in England. 1 think it
would bo found that the heating appliances are nsed
very: little.

54, To Mr. Mathews.—The building could be oceu-
pied before it was finished; but T do’ not advise that
course. I spenk with the view of providing accommo-
dation uigently needed by both State and Common-
wealth, and the amalgamation of the Taxation. Depart-
ments intensifies the urgeney. The Commonwenlth
Taxation Department. may be forced to oceupy the new
Post Office at considerable inconvenience, in conse-
quence of their inability to get other premises. The
owners of the building' which the Department at pre-
sent_occupies are amxious {o get Tid of the Common-
wealth, I think there is every possibility of the build-
ing, being finished by June next twelve months if there
is no delay in approving of the work.

65, To the Chairman—Immediately we knew that
the Puablic Works Committee was coming over, we had'
quantitics prepared, and consulted with Mr, Arnott as
to rates that would be reasonable to-dny—increased
rates on the previous schedule, Mr. Arnott said he
would not like to be forced into the position of putting
in a tender at the present time. We went into the
matter with him, and arrived at what we congidered
a fair schedule rate, and made up an estimate. which
amounted to £55,617. Thnt did not include the com-
pletion of the three lifts, which would probably run
into £4,500. Under the present contract, we have only
one lift in front, and goods lift at the back, ad we
have to put-in three new lifts—one goods and two pas-
sengers;, the two extra stories mean extra lift accommo-
dation. Mr, Murdoch and I consulted, and came’ to- the
conclusion that the more economienl way would be to
proceed as we are at present, and add, to the schedule
rates owing, to war conditions.. Wo aro not paying for
the additional costs: of labour; which are still under
disenssion, Mr. Arnott, has made no claimy but: the
matter will have to be thrashed out and settled, The

inerensed cost wo hava paid for building owing to war
conditions is only £13,000. Tt is diffieult to arrive at
» percentage bosia, beenuso in the cnso of much of the
material the prices were not raised until two yoars
after tho war, To date the percentage owing to the
war'is very small, and the building up to the present
. has. not' cost as much 29 the tender; we have not ex-
cceded the original tender yet.

56. To Mr. Mathews—The cxtra cost of labour has
not been so mueh s the extra cost of material up to
date; but from this out it will be, because the conm-
tractor will be flooding the place with workmen,

57, To lhe C’Imirman.—\‘?]l,wtlmr an allowance should
be made for the increased cost of Inbour, and what the
policy of the State Government is in that regard, are
very debatable questions, and I would rather not com-
mit myself, I do not know of any similar case in
which tho State Government have taken any such zc-
tion. Tho contractors have always token all risks.
According to our figures, thic average iucrease in the
cost of the construction of buildings since the war
started has been between 90 per cent, and 100 per eent.
We.have been doing very little lately in the erection of
workers' homes, All the business lias been blown out
on account of the cost, We are building some homes,
but not many.

58. To Ar. Mathews—Mr, Arnott is a contractor of
long experience, but, judging by his schedule rates, and
from & comparison of his tender with other tenders, I
should say he did not make any allowance for the in-
creased costs,

9. To the Chairman—There twere ecight or nine
tenders,

60. To Mr. Mathews~Mr. Arnott’s was about
£32,000 below the next tender. I cannot say from
memory what was the highest tender, but tenders went
considorably higher. Wo nlways go by the yard in
brickwork—11 in a rod. In the easc of stecl, the pre-
war rate was £12 10s., and to-day it is £30; and it is
not likely to fall readily, though it will gradually. The
sehedule is based on present prices, and if prices go
down wo will get the benefit of the fall  In the case
of conercte, the pre-war rate for stone was 1ds. per
yurd; and for sand, 2s. 6d.; while for cement the pre-
war rate was 14s. 6d.; and the labour was 11s.; to-day
stone is 17s.; sand is 4s.; cement is 50s. and 55s.; and
labour is 16s.

61, To the Chairman—No cement is being locally
manufactured as yet. Various dates have been stated,
but I do not think we will get any for another six
months, Bricks delivered on the job cost 122s. a 1,000.
They are very good, specially picked bricks, and they
cost 100s. n 1,000 at the kiln. Ordinary bricks are
now sbout £3 5s. a 1,000 at the kiln. Our estimate
provides for the carrying of the goods” lifts to the top,
and L think they aro necessary; it is great trouble
getting furniture up and down by hand. You cannot
tell what class of work these buildings might be used
for, and: tlie extra cost is not much, being merely that
of the extension of the ropes and gnides, I think that
if tenders were called for an ordinary building of the
same class, they would mmount to as mueh as in our
own case. ‘The rates aro about these for better-class
buildings. If tenders were called, amd another con-
tractor came in, I think we would get the work done
at the same rate,.though, at the same time, I think that
if we called for tenders we would not get any response.
We would not get a. contractor to tender under the
existing eircumstances. The priees are reasonable for
the work to-day. I think we shall get the advantage
of the fall in prices which is bound to take plnce. It
i possible: that the work will not cost the amount set
down in the schedule—that is on the assumption that
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iterials ‘will fill. If.prices increase
 have to pay the'inorease. * I have not ‘got Mr.

ott’s ‘defiriite undeftaking to ¢arry out the work on
the schedulgrates if prices dncrease; but, from talking
the matter‘over- with him, I believe he would be agée
able to do Q. ‘Wo will have-to have a proper contract
and a proper basis fixed.. ':

The. witness withdres, Lo

Arthur George Tyler, Assistant: Supervisor of Mails,
Goneral Post Office, Western, Australia, sworn and
examined;

82, Lo thé Chairman,~I have been. in my present
position for nina or ten years, and I have devoted all
my life to mail work, We oceupy some 3,000 odd' feot'
of space in the old building, and this space is on dif-
ferent floors, an arrangement which tends fo ineffi-
ciency. If e wete on pue floor, the work could be
more ensily got through—I mean all on. one floor open
to supervision—and wo would then do. with .much Fess
space. I have néver seen the plans of tha proposed
new building; indeed, I have never oven scén inside.the
building. T camo back in.Jamiary of last year, after
being away for four yéars, and I have Leen in thie
Parcels Post Office for the last six months. I am only
one of four assistant' supeivisors, and have had no
opportunity to sco the plansior the building, s ‘;}s 3

nistter of fact, I do'hot know whatlé6r space lids been
illotted: to the mail'branck. At thé present time, our
spaco is. not' neatly sufficient, and' the -ggzgitions are
nspeakable, absolutel imped.  The ~fact, of our
being on spveral ,ﬂdogst;;ninimizeé'thé’value'-‘bf the spagce
we have, and thers thn be no adeguate supervision.
I hiid charge’of the Ay Post Office’in London, where
‘we had u floor spite of e 88,000 square feet,

68, To Mr, Mathows—Thero isanore work doiie now
in connexion with tho mails than proviots o. the war,
Before the Waf we iWore crampéd for space, and are
still morg cramped now, Wifh twico as riuch space
we could-have o grént deal more eficiency, “Tho bulk
of the mhil. work-1 done in the room in which. the mém-
bers of the Committeg saw the wopking; some- of the
work boing performed in a spage with a 7-ft.. head-
way. I have not gone into the figures as to- what
additiona] room we require. I may .say that, on my
way from London, I edmo through Ameriea. and saw
how postal work was condugted there. They aim to got
their Post Officés absolutely connetted with every rail-
day dépdt, and those in- Neiv York are right over the
Penunsylvania Station, into which the mails. are shot
down dnto the train. I think it is a tremendous mis-
take not to have a,subway from the new biilding to-the
railyay statfon in Perth. The ground is .swampy;
but surely’ some means could be found. to put in a
subway, S
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