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EXTRACT FROM VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS:OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
No. 204 oF 6tr DECEIBER,JQZTY.‘ ’ e
18, Pubric Works CoMurrree-—R; 1QF-'WOoRK—A TryrepoNe EXxoraNgs, Soura Bmsnmz,—

Mr, Groom moy'ed,j purenant to natigo, That, jn adcordande with the;provijigny of thaOgmmonwealth Public:

Works Commitiee Act 1913-1914, the following work be referrd to.the Parliamentary Standing Committes.on

Public Works for its investigation and report thereon, viz, :—A ic Telephone Exchange and Equi

at South Brisbane, Queensland, = b
Mr, Groom having laid on the Table plans, &o., in connexion with the proposed work—
Question-—put and passed,

- REASONS FOR THE PROPOSAL.

SRARACT LT L ST o, Froome e

AUTOMATIC TELEPHONE EXCHANGE, SOUTH
" BRISBANE, QUEENSLAND.

. REPORT.

"The Paglimentary ‘Standing Committes on Public Works to which the House of
Ré tatives referred for investigation and report the question of the provision
1, T,

)

of Automatic T p Bxchange and Fquipment at-South Brishane, Queensland,
has the honour t6.reporf asfollawsi— . . s

PROPOSAL,

" 1, The-proposal:submitted-is-to ereot: a-teleph h buildinéon'a, site at the-comer-
of Stanley and Vulture streets, South Brisbane, and to install therein &n automatic telephone

‘switching system having an immediate.equipment of 3,600 subseribers’ lines, with an ultimate

cppacity of approximately 6,600- subscribers’ lines. It is grol}i)qsed that the initial equipment
shall-be.capable of extension fo the ultimate capacity named, thersby affarding sufficient.accom-
dation for the anticipated development in- the.South Brishane -area.

% The chief reason for the proposal is the necessity of providing telephone service for new
stbseribers. it the South. Brishane Exchange area,.and thus saving large expenditure on external
lijg plant. [t js stated that, if an.exchange be established: where proposed, it will be possible_to
consfint subscribers’ Jings of 4 shorter length and, as a resilt, it‘is claimed better t

will 'be provided.

8. The Common Battery Switcliboard in the Central Exchange which serves subscribers
in the South. Brisbane Exchange area wns.p,le.ce,d in operation in 1909, and is reported to be now
nearing the end of its economic life. -

4. The capacify of the existing Central Manual Exchange equipment is stated to be practi-
cally exhaysted, and: action is in train to extend i, thus enabling estimated development to be
dealt with, i tho Centrel Manual Exchanga.aren uns] the end of 1922, Beyond that dote, the
officials assert that it. will be necessary to proyide building and exchange -accommodation
elsewhere if the growth s to be met. ' :

B. The estahlishment of the-South: Brishane Automatic Exchange will result in the transfer
of :approximately 2,790 eubsoribers from. the-Central; Manual Exchange on the 1st June, 1923,
thus affording relief and enabling development. in the. Central Manual Exchange erea. to be met
until early in 1924, but it is represented: that it is. y to g)mvide, at the earliest possible

is]

moment;/amodem service for the. subscribers in the South Brisbane Exchange area.
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ESTIMATED COST.
6. The estimated cost of the work as submitted. to the Committee is set down at :—

. £

Site (portion already agquired at a cost of £1,281) ., oo oo 3431
Building . [ O . 9,000
Air conditioning plant—heating, ventilating, vacuum cleaning, °

and air-compression plant .. . .. e 3,500
Exchange equipment, including that mecéssiry at othe

exchanges .. .. . . [N .. ‘83,324
Equipment for subscribers’ premises . . .- 19,622
Line Plant {conduit cables and aerial lines) .. .. 2,089
Cost of cut-over of exchange equipment and diversion of line ‘

plant .. . . .. .. .. 120

Total . .. . .. £121,086

COMMITTEE'S INVESTIGATTONS.

7. To expedite consideration of this matter, the General Committee constituted four
members a sectional committes, which visited the site and inspected portion of the area which
the new exchange is designed to serve; took evdence. from the Deputy Postmaster-General,
the State Engineer, the Manager of Telephones, the Comi ealth Works Director of Queens-
land, and the Town Clerk of the City of South Brisbane.

8. Site.—The proposed site at the corner of Stanley and Vulture streets, South Brisbane,
comprises a total area of 1 rood 24'67 perches, Of this area 20.27 perches is already Common-
wealth property, having been purchased in 1913 for £1,281, and it is proposed to acquire the
E%n;asi(:):ing 1 rood 4-47 perches. on which is erected a wooden dwelling; the price mentioned. being

,160.

9. The Committee is satisfied that'the site is suitdble for. the purpose for which it is
intended, is high and well-drained, and the price mentioned is not unreasonable. The wooden
building theteon will be sold for removal, and mey be expected to fealize: approximately £200;
which will be a set-off against the purchase price of the land. R

10. Buildipg.—The Committee examined the plans and had them explained by the
Commonweslth Works Director for .Q land e proposed at: re is of a substantial fire-
resisting character, and has been designed with due regard for appearance end economy.

11. Financial Aspect.—TIt was ascerteined in evidence that the total annual charges

for, the proposed automatic system as at Lst June, 1928, or five years after the proposed cut-over,.

. have been estimated at £31,455, and that the révenue on the same date is expected to be £41,400.
The, assets recoverable or thrown spare if the automatic exchange be installed are set down at

a recoverable value of £17,205.

COMMITTEE'S RECOMMENDATION.

12. From the evidence placed before it, the Committee is satisfied that there is urgent.
need for a telephone exchange at South Brisbane, and' the establishment of the proposéd exchange
may be expected to represent a substantial reduction in charges to subscribers in that afed
because of the shorter distance to the exchange, It will also be economical from & departmental
point of vigw, because instead of having long lengths of cables. over the Victoria Bridge, it will
be necessary to have only sufficient cable for junction purposes. N :

13, In these circumst the C has no hesitation in ding that the
proposal as submitted be adopted, and that the work be put in hand 4t the earliest possible
moment. .

H. GREGORY, .
Chairman,
Office of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works,
Parliament House, Melbourne, 31st May, 1922

MINUTES OF BEVIDENCE.

(Taken. at Bishine.)
WEDNESDAY, 25rr JANUARY, 1922.
Spértonar Cosiprinie:
Present:

Mr; Barrvonn, in the Chair;
Senator-Foll, * - Mr, Mackay..

Mr. Jacksoh,
’e ut: P, 5 QO 1

thérefore,. to provide, at the earliest possible moment,
a ‘modorn service for the-subseribers in, the South Ex-
change -aten. The estimated cost of the work is—Site
(portion already hequired.at. 2 cost of £1,281), £3,431;
building; £9,000; air-conditioning, heating, ventilatng,
vadaum cleaning; and. air-compression plant, £3,500;
exchange equipmoent, ineluding that necessary at other
exchanges, £83,324; equipment for subscribers’ pre-
mises, £10,692; line plant (conduit, cables, and aerial
lines), £2,089; cost of cutover of exchange equ'pment
and diversion of line plant, £120; total, £121,086.. The

‘Heiry Barkloy Templéton, Dep y
Queensliand, sworn and exam’ned,
1, To Mr. Bamford~~The proposal to blish an
i h 'at South Brisba d from
Centrnl Office. I look upon the scheme as an absolute
necessity. for draffic purposes, and’as providing, renson-
able justice to a large mumber of people at South Bris-
bane. There was au exchange there, but.prior to Fede-
ratiow it had Been discontinued, and the subserib
wransferred to the Central Exchange: in Brisbane, I
am'not in a. position to. bear testimony as to the value
of an ic exchange, but the engineering officers
of the Department favour the system. At present, all
lines in the South Brisbane area terminate on the Bris-
bane Central Exchange manual switchiboard, The pro-

estimated annual revenue, as at 28th February, 1921,
and the annunl revenue it is estimated will b obtained
on the dite of transfer and with five years’ develop-
ment, is shown hereunder:—Number of lines connected
on 28th February, 1921, 2,105; estimated annual
revenuer received as at 28th February, 1021, £21,550:
estimated number of subscribers’ lines, 1st June, 1923,
9,790; estimated annual revenue, Ist. Jume, 1923,
£32.085; estimated number of subseribers’ lines, 1st
June; 1928, 3,600; estimated annual rovenue, 1st June,
1928, £41,400. The proposed site is at the corner of
Stanley and Vulture streets, South Brisbane. ‘The.
original site (ropresenting 20:30 porches), which was
acauired iw 1913, is. now insufficient in area to.meot re-

posal is to erect a tclephone exchange building on a
site-at the corner of Stanley'and Vulture stieets, South
Brishane, portion of which has been acquired by the
Commonwealth, and to. install therein an_automatic
telephone switching system having an. immediate equip-
ment of 3,600 subseribers’ lines and an ullimate capa--
city of approximately 6,600 subseribers’ lines. Tt is
proposed that the. initial equipment shall bo capable
of extension to the ultimate: capacity named, thereby
fording : Jation. for the anticipated
development. in the south aren. Ultimately it may be
necessary to establish. oxchanges at Yeronga agd
Bulimba, but meanwhile the proposed plant will accoffi-
modate subseribers! services that develop in these areas,
The.chief reason for the proposed cstablishment of an
! at South Brisbane is the: ity to afford
a means of providing telephono service for new sub-
séribers in t};e ‘South Exchange area, and. thus save
large expenditure on external line plant. If an ex-
chango.be established in South. Brisbane, it will enable
subscribers’ lines to bo constructed of shorter length,
and, 88 o result, botfer tronsmission will be provided
for the sub ? lines in the proposed South Ex-
change area, The common: battery switchboard in the -
Contral Exchange, which sorves the gubseribers in the
South Brisbane Exchange. area. was placed in operation
in 1809, and is now nearing the end of its economie life.
The capacity of the existinﬁ Central. Manual Exchange
quip i3 Tiow practi 3 d, and action is
in triji to ‘extend it, ‘enabling' estimated’ development
‘bo et 'in the Contial Manhual Exchahge ares until
1922, It is considered that-boyond this date
i netossary to ‘provide building and exchnnﬁc
actommodition elsowhero if growth of business'is*to be
mét, ‘The- éstablishient’ of the-South Brisbane Auto-
matic"Exthinge: will vésult in-tho tramsfor -of approxi-
matély’2,790 subiscribers from the Central Manua) Ex-
chqnﬁo on gt June, 1923, thus effecting relief and'
eniblitg ‘develbpmiotit it the' Oénttal Manial Exchonge -
atbh 107 be metiintil: early in 1924, Ii is necessary,

Fssa-g -

qui its, and ar have been made by the
aren, Tep % 1 rood-

of an additional

447 perches, in Vulture-stroot, ndjoining the siteralready
acquired: 1t is proposed that the building shall be of
simple' design, and built-on the latest fire-resisting prin-
ciples. The immediate installation in the exchangy is
for an. equiy of 3,600 subscribers’ lines, but it is
proposed that the building be designed suffieiently large
to accommodate an equipment of a capacity of approxi-
mately 6,600 lines. The existing Central Manual' Ex-
change equipment comprises 47 “ A * multiple positions'
and seven “ B” multiple positions, providing accommo-
dation for 6,840 subseril The swi vd s
equipped with a 7,000 multiple. The capacity of this
equipment is now practically exhausted, and nction is
in train to' extend the existing' multiple field to 8,609
and' the local equip 10 8,280, enabli i d
developmont to be met fin the Central Manual aren until
the end of 1922, * We have received 2 largo number
of applications for telephone connexions, but are unable
to meet-them owing to-the lack of eables,

2. 79 Mr., Juckson.~The lack of cables is our prin-
cipal difficulty. Contractors oversea will not undertake
to supply us. As soon as we got sufficient cdble there
will be no diffeulty in giving a service to new sub-
seribers.  We placed orders for cables four years ago,
but. have not yet been supplied. The contractors: cater
for services on the other.side of the world, where there
is & larger business. To that extent we are neglected
as they will not undertake to supply us at any speciﬁctf
<ato, and object to be penalized.

3. T'o Mr. Bamford—A firm established in Sydney
vecently: for the purpose of manufacturing cables
ontéred’ into' a contract. with the Postmaster-General,
bit up to the present have not supplied any of our ro-
quirements. The original' Telephone Exchange, Mel-
bourhe-street, South Brisbane, was closed, and the linds
(102) connected to Central Excliange with amended
vehtalsas fiom 1st. Janvary; 1901, Tmmedintely after-
wards; $he Depattment was approached by the Mayor




of South Brishane to idor the blish of
an exchange in' some central position in the South
Brisbane district. At various times up to June, 1618,
further reprosentations were made on behalf of the
Town Council, Belmont, Coorparoo and Stephens Shire
Councils for th establishment of uh cxchango at oither
South Brishade or Woolloongabba. In June, 1808, the
question of rentals was brought. forward by those into-

restod, and representations were duly made to the Cef-

tral Office. on the subject, but the charges were not
altored until April, 1811, when it. was approved they

should be based on radinl distances in all cases wherg:

submarine. cables or other speeial arrangements were

quired in .of telephone lines. The site
quired n 1913, rep ing 20.30 perches, cost
£1,281, Tho sdditiona] siea represents 1 rood 447

perches, with a house thereon valued at £2,150; provi-

sion (£2,500) has been. mede on current year’s Esti-
mates, Delivery of automatic exchange equipment may
be expected to commence.about May or June, 1023. The
building ‘will, therefore, nced to be ready by 1st May,
1923, at the latost, and henco building operations shouly:i

be commented early in the financial year 1922-3, The.

Department of Home and Territories was recently ad-
vised by Central Office that tho-Jand should be acquired
before 30th June, 19922, and it is stated that negotia-
tions are about to be conducted with the owner and
the lessee for the acquisition of the property. The fol-
lowing reasons may be advanced in favour of an auto-
matic g8 against a manual exchange:—(1) Subscribers
obtain inter-connexion without intervention of operafor;
(2) elimination.of delays and errors inevitable in any
system which depends upon the human factor for its.
operation; (3) abdolute privacy of service; (4) com-
pletion of connexion under 7.5 seconds (five-figuro sys-
tom); (5) instantaneous advice if called subser'ber en-
gegod; (B) instantaneous clearing on completion of
call;, {7) constant and uniformly quick and accurate
service over tho 24 hours of the dny; (8) savings in
operating, supervision, and administration charges,
training expenses, and accommodation; (8) ecconomy
of building spaco; & manual plant requires. 30 por cent.
more space then an automatic system of sim‘lar eapa-
city; (10) cconomy in. line plant, sinee. the system
readily lends itself to subdivision, enabling any num-
ber of ges to be blished at the t} ical
centres determined by survey; (11) mo limit to size
of exchange or system. in a mult-office automatic. net-
work; automatic. equipment facilitates extension and:
is flexible in moeting exceptional traffie demands; (12)
lower working cost and relative immunity from faults.
affecting service, ic switches, bo'ng i hang

able and readily substituted from reserves tested out
ready for use; (18) mo new and fundimental equip-
ment changes are necessary to meet changing conditions
assoctated with traffic growth, nor is existing trunking
a affected by lislh of new offices;
(14) o p di i s'nee subseribers. do
their own disconnecting; (15) groator i ity from

)

‘mail sorvices will not.suffer in any way:by hx]gondi@ure
for tho establishment of the South, Brisbane Exchaige.
If the Treasurer will ﬁ)rovidn us’ with' the money that
was knocked off. the Estimates. by tho late Treasurer,
we shall be able to-go o 0
in regard ‘to country wholl, séxvices, Tho expenditure
on tho automatie axchango will appear on-the Estiates
for 1022-8, and will not bo incurred until the beginning

" of 1993, “Tii “my opinion, it is unjust that eubscribors
at South Brisbane ‘should have to. ;iixy rental on the
miloage basis with the Brisbane Exchange, Residents
at Albion, for instange, would feel that thog had a sub-
stantial gricvance if they were.required to be connected
at Central Exchange, and were charged rental on the

same basis as -arc residents of South Brisbane. The:
PN

of the oxchange will lead to_jnereased
business. I may mention that when I come {6 Queens-
land, thirteen years ago, tho telephone revenue for the

wholoe of the State was £46,000, Last year, it was over:

£300,000. I am satified that wo shall have no- diffieulty
in obtaining copper wire for new services. Recently
1 saw a representative of the Mount Kembla Company,.
aud he. assured me that.they could tuin out all' our re.
quirements, and were only waiting for orders. This
wire will be-quite. satisfactory for our purposes. It.is
alwaye: tested before being accepted:

5. To Mr. Jackson—The establishment of an éx-
chango at South Brisbane will. relieve the Central Ex-
change to the oxtent. of nearly 3,000 lines. We are
making provision for 3,600 lines in the immediate
future. It is essential that reliof should be provided,

as it is estimated that our board will not carry sny new

subseribers after 1923, and' the position will bs
disastrous, It is mot anticipafed: that the scheme at
the outset will provide sufficient revenue to meet inte-
redt on eapital expenditurg, sinking fund, and. working
expengbs, but in five years' time, with 3;600 subseribers,
as ostimaied, the rovenue should represent a retun of
over 16 per eent. on this.outlay. I.am not in a position-
to:make any comparison of the working of an automatis-
with a manual exchange, because I have had xo ox-
perience of the former, but I believe it is urged' that
the operating. ehargoes will be less. The:automatic also
insures a more porfect servico, Tl advantagé will not
be so much 2 saving in working expenses 83 in an im-
proved' service, which will encourago intending sub-
seribors to make application for connexion with the
exchange, 4
@ To Mr. Mackay—T sclected the sito for the pro-
Eosed exchange, and also the additional site. Reit is
ased on the mileage from the exchange. For the first
2 miles the charge is £5 per annum, and for each addi-
tional § mile, 10s. This additional charge is.necessary,
because the Department has to-provide poles and wires
and maintain tho line. Subseribers living farther away
fr?nlx‘.thLe exchango naturally pay a higher rental., The
b tho proposed, exchango at South Bris-
Emne ‘wxll.'reprgsent @ substantial reduction in charges
0

interruption owing to epidemics and industrial disturb-
ances; (16). improved transmission resulting from
econom’e use of a larger number of oxchanges, per-
mitting shorter subscribers’ loops; (17) inereasing
modern tendency towards itution of mechanical de-
vices for human labour and the general adoption of
automatic equipment throughout the world; (18)
higher officioncy of automatic trunk groups resulting
from lower manipulative time,

- 4. To Semator Foll.—The cstablishment of the
South- Brisbane Exchango is an absolute necessity,, be-
cause wo have reached the end of our tether with regard
to any extension at the Central Exchange. We aro now
making structural alterations with a view to putting
in two additional scctions to earry. on until we get. the.
automatic exchange at South Brishane. If this ex-
chango te not established, we shall have to ¥ N

in the area, becauss of the. shorter dis-
Jance to the exchange. It will'also be more: economical
from a departmental point of view, ‘bieeauss, instead of
Laving long lengths of cables over the bridge, it will
only bo necessary to have sufficient cable. for junetion-
ing purposes,

7. To Mr. Bamford—1 am not in. a position to e
what will be the differenco in price bct?veeri, immﬂ:g'
ezbles and cables manufictured in New Soith Walss
beeause the New South Wales firm have. not yot dor
livered any eables to the Department, but I yndorsiand:
they made an_sgreement with the lafe Pgstmaster-
General (Mr. Wigo). I have not seen the pétticulars,
and, therefore, I can give no opinion ss to ‘the-price,
Quotations for imported cables vary from day 4o day,.
according o the price of coppor. It is'not proposed to

-utilize:the. South Brishane site- for post-office pirposes.
2 Jovh e awnh “

the wholo system in Brisbane at immonse cost. Country

It is inty or an. ox-
elusively, but there will bé room fof & pole yard,. I

ith our developmental sol,icy‘

liave seen the design of the proposed building. It-meots
with the approval of the technical oﬂ"n:?rsI of the Dn_;
I i of tho proy

us far as the .proposed exchange is concerned, will be
the necessary connexion with the main sewer. Tt is
d to turn the effiuent from the septic tank into

partmont. 1 have had" no. exp
air-conditioning ‘aystern. “The site of the: proposed vx-
change- is a suitablo. contre. for d’stribution, both to.
wards the bridgo and: in the épposite. direction. The
'grica -paid for the original site was: reasonable, and, go
ar as tho additional site.is concerned, I think we made
1'bargain,

8 To M. Jackson.—T have scen the roferences in
the press to a suggested postal loan in order to provide
funds for the d t of postal, telegraphic, and
{elephonic services, If the Dopartment is to provide
for the great neoumulation of arrears,.somo such policy
should, in my opinion, be adapted, because the present
position is burdensomo te: tho Department and entails
ondless correspondence w'th people. who have griov-
ances. If only wo had tho money we could put up a
number of trunk lines in Queensland that would give
o return of at lenst 15 per cent. to 20 per cent. from
tho duté of installation. We are not putting in any non-
peying propositions, except thoso mentioned in the eir-
oular memorandum issued by the late Postmaster-Gene-
], in which the Department undertakes to- provide
for 75 per cent. of the loss, All our trunk I'mes are
good rovenue-producing propositions. I am afraid that
the automatic telephone system could not be applied to
outlying, districts with a limited number of subscribers,
"bocauso it is specially designed for closer settled areas,
where: the demand' is heavy,

9. To. Mr. Bamford—Because of the. fire risk, the
proposed i hange building must boe of con.
orote: or brick. This is why the original intention to
put the exchange over the Post Office was depn‘rted

the streot sewer that emptics into the river There is
ample prov'sion for lighting in the 1pmp».qr-d new ex-
change. Tt is intended to put in windows to the fullest
cxtent on the southern side, betwern the plers, thus giv-
ing the maximum amount of light T have seen the
RKaustine system. in operation, but T do not approve of
it at all. It may be all right for isolated cottages, but
not for a building of th's nature. It was proposed to
udopt that process in. the Ordnance Store, but T cut it
out in the plan. I have not consulted with the fire
brigade authorities with regard to the fireproof con-
struction of the proposed exchange, but T know it will
be:a very good proposition from that point of v'ew. T
bave not had much. experience of the air-conditioning
system proposed to be introduced. The system was em-
ployed in the Castlereagh-street Exchange, Syduey,
before I cnme to Brisbane. I understand that thie
matter has been thoroughly investigated by the en-
gincers, and that the plant will be s’milar to that which
is being installed in. Vietoria,

11. To- Mr. Jackson.—The floor of the proposed ex-
change will be of wood blocks, and the ceiling, of rein-
forced conerete treated to.n smooth surface in order to
prevent accumulation of dust. There is considerable
var‘ation in the temperature in Brisbane. Owing to
the humidity of the atmosphere the installution of an

i ditioning plant is inl, HMumidity affects
considerably the mechanism of an automatic excliange,
hence tho necessity for th's provision. Considerable
trouble was exporienced in the. Vaucluse Exchange in
Sydney, especially. in the hotter weather. In a colder

4 " ¢ !

from. The situntion for the building at South B
is-high and well drained.

(Taken at Brisbane.y

THURSDAY, 26rn JANUARY, 1022.

SeCTIONAL COMAMITTEE.
Present:
Mr- Basronn, in the Chair;

Senator Foll, l Mr, Mackay.
Mr, Jacksor,
Edwin Evan Smith, Commonwealth Works Director,
Queensland, sworn and examined.

10, To Mr. Bamford.—1 prepared the plan for the
proposed a ic telephone exel at South Bris-
bane after consultation with the offieers of the Depart-
ment, and after having ascortained their views in re
gard: to lnvout and, other requ'rements. They are per-
fectly satisfied with the plan now before the Com.
mitice. The desien is for an exchance of fireproof
conatruction, namely, briek with reinforced concrete
coiling. The building will he 100 feet by 35 feet,
‘and the estimated cost £8.100. exclusive of the esti-
mated cost of the air-conditioning plant, £3.500: or o
total of £12,600, The reinforced concrete ceil'ng will'be
vartied on rolled steel girdors spaeed 12 feet apart.
There is to ho & batterv room adjoining, facing the
fromt streat, 20 ft, 6 in. by 30 feet, and als a. luncheon
room, with all necossar+ conveniences for the staff. A
the.ronr of the main buildine, and conhected with 't b
# closed-in eorridor. there will' ba the air-conditioning
toom, 30 feet x 15 feet; also a line-instructors’ room,
90-£t. 6'in. x11 ft. 3 in., and all the necessary lavatory
‘nccommodntion for the staff. as well ag a bin store aud
a foom for the li-rmaw  The lavatory accommodation
. will'be connected with & sent'e tank = This is necessary,
béequse. the sowernge schomg for South Brsbane an-
.pears to ke a long way .off yet. However, when, the
! ge scheme ig-in operati

-

, the only additional gost,.

3 therw is less in susp ond
therefore less need for special trentment. I made up
my esti for the exch in November of last

year. I wonld not like to say that it would be possible,
at tho present timo, to carry out the work for less than
the est'mate. Labour conditions, when this work is
undertaken, may be more acute ,than to-day. ’I:he
wages awnrd itself is not necessarily the governing
factor in the, cost. of a building like this. The Jabour
output determines the cost. If a bricklayor who gets £5
o week lays only 240' or 250 bricks & day, his work,
instead of costing £5, will cost £20. There is a docided
tendency on the part of bricklayers to restriet the out-
put. I hed experienco of this at Enoggern some
time ago, where 1 could only get 240 bricks laid per
day, instead of at Jenst 1,000, with the result that I
dismissed the lot. That is our trouble. We get o better
class of br'cks, and, I believe, a botter class of brick-
layer: than in any other State, but the output is not
sufficient. I will not be content with less than 500
bricks per day. That. is not asking too much, beeanse
in New South Wales, whore some of the construetion is
done on thé picce-work system, bricklayers lay up to
1,500 bricks per day.

12. T'o Senator Foll—~The p'ece-work system is not
allowed on Queensland' publie buildings.

18. To Mr. Mackay.—T caonot say if the additional
site for the proposed exchange has yet been acquired,
but T understand that negotiations have been in pro-
gress for some time. The area owned by the Depart-
ment is 20.27 .perchés, and the area proposed to be ac-
quired is 1 rood 4.47 perches. The build ng would be
erected on the area to be acquired, and will cover prac-
tieally the whole of it. The land adjoining will, T
understand, be used for a pole yard. There is a wooden
dwelling-house oni one side, but I do not think this
will affect the firo r'sk of the proposed new exchange.
T think ample provision is being made for future ex-
pansion of business,

14. To_Mr, Bamford—Generally speaking, the de-
sign for the exchange is on the same lines as those
adopted for the. Albion and Newmarket exchangos.



15. T'o Mr. Jackson.—Wo havo not provided for tho
ercetion of a second story to the proposed new bu lding;
but- T have no doubt this could be dono.if nocessary.

16. To Senator Foll.—The foundations will bv in
cunerete,.and, judging by the naturo of the ground there,
I should' say that it would be possible to erect a two-
story building on the site if required.

(Taken at Brisbane.y ~

FRIDAY, 27ru JANUARY, 1022.
SEcrIoNAL CoMAITTER.
Present:
Mr. Basroep, in the Chair;
. Senator Foll, Mr. Mackay.
AMr, Jackson,

Joseph William Sutton, State Engineer, Postmaster-
General's Department, Queensland; sworn and
examined,

17. To Mr. Bamford—The increase in business
quite warrants the proposed expenditure on an auto-

19: To Mr; Bamford~—Thd capacity of Y;h,n:,lpresept
manual tolopk itchbonvd' serving subseribers in
the Contral.area is practically exhousted, and; in ordor
to afford reliof, accoptance of a -tendor for 4| lp.nupply
of ecighteon additional multiplo manual, positions was
retommended: in June last. Arraugoments have. eiuce
beeir made to aceept .a. tender. It s anticipated. the
plant will be delivered and- eronted: at the-ond, of the
year, This additional equipmont will not provido, for
the connexion of the whole of the subscribers who will
be waiting at the completion of ita installation. If it
is "ngreed to establish a_telopl 1 at South
Brisbane,.it will bo possible to transfer: 2,790 lines from
the Contral Exchange, and thus provide room for ex-
pansion at Central until early in 1024. A-futther rea-
son for providing a new telephone 0xchnqgle at South

Brishane is thot the fire risk in tha Central Exchange
is abnormally great owing to the unsuitability of the
building, Therefore; it is desirable to proceedl further
with the scheme for' remodell.ng: tho telephone system
in the Brishane notwork on modern Mnes a8 quickly as
possible. The establis] of an }

at South Brisbane is one of the first proposed steps to-
wards that end. The reason for locating the propoged

matic exchange at South Brisbane. My k i
of the automatic is. theoretical. I have. had-no prac-

relief exck at Sputh Bano ia that by daing s
considerable. economies will bo effected in. line: plant
in ion with the subscribers in this loeality. In-

tical experienco of the systeifi, If the in-
stallation is put in at South Brisbane, it. will be pos-
sible to Hnk up all subscribers with the existing ex-
change.. The equipment proposed to be_put in is
expected to provide for all the needs.of the Department
for the noxt five years, and it may be extended in-
definitely.  We usually allow for a period of develop-
ment extending over fifteen years, and.this practico:has
been followed in the present.instance. Accommodation
for very many years beyond that period. eould be in-
sured by adding another story to the proposed bu'lding.
T approve of the general design for the exchange.

portion. of the site has already been scquired by the
G wealth, nnd megotintions are in progress with
‘the object of aequiring an additional area for the build-
ing. The proposal is to install a mach’ itchi

stead of bringing. the circuits of tho eubscribors who are
Tocated on the south side into the Central Exchange,
they will be inated at a more jeal centre—
the proposed South Brisbane Exch They will ob-
tain connexion- to the Central Exchange by a compara-
tively small number of junction lines, which will be
commonly used by the whole of the subseribors in the
South. arez. Incidentally, the establishment of am ex-
change as proposed will greatly extend tho arez in
which subscribers will have the advantage of the.mini-
mum ground rental, that is, the area in which the sub-
seribers are within a 2-mile radius of the exchango to
wh'ch they ara connected. Another matter for con-
sideration—nutomatic working versus manual—is ono
in which the officers in this Stato have-had: little prac-

system with an immediate equipment for 3,600 sub-
seribors’ line, and an ultimate capacity of approxi-
mately 6,000 lines: Subscquently it may be: necessary
to cstablish exchanges at Yeoronga and Bulimba, but,
‘meartwhile, the proposed exchange willimeet all require-
ments that may develop in that aren. Tt is ossential
to establish an exchauge at South Brisbane in order
to provide an. ndequate service for™ mew subseribers
thare, and save .o large expense on external line plant.
The proposed new: exchange will enable subseribors’
lines to be eonstrueted of shorter length, with the resutt
they will get better transmission. The common bat-
tery switehboard *n the Central Exchange, whieh sorves
the South Brishane Fxchange area, has been in opera-
tion sinco 1909, and it is now mearing the end of its
cronomie life. The capacity of the existing Central
Mannal Exchange equipment is practieally exhausted.
Tt is ant'eipated that if nermal development is to be
met it will be necessary, after the end of this year, to
provide bnilding and exch dation else-
where.  The South Brisbane Exchange will result in
the immediate transfer of approximately 2,790 sub-
geribers, and to that extent the Qentral Exchange will
be relieved and requ;rements met until early in 1924,
The present board will not provide. for subseribers who
are already waiting. The temptation was to recom-
mend a new Central Exchange, but it was considered
to be better policy to give relief by establishing branch
exchanges, and thus cnable the equipment &t Central
Ilfttfwhange to be -employed to the limit of its economic
ife.

18 To Mr. Mackan.—Central Administration has
been aware for the last seven years of the state of
affairs'in Brisbane.

tical experjence, and in eupporting tho. proposal we
have been guided'to & great extent%)y the opinions of
telephone engneers who- are in a position to furnish
reliable advice on this point. Sir William Noble,
Engineer-in-Chief,. Post Office Engineering Depart-
ment, Great Britain, nnd his assistant  engineers,
Messrs, Hart, Hedloy, and Anson, after a careful in-
vostigation, in 1910, of the -telephone system of the
United States of America, strongly recommend the
adoption. of machine switching. The fire risk at the
Central Exchange is increased owing to the fatt. that
@ large number of telophone lines cross the tramway
and clectric-lighting transmission cables. There. js.a
liability of -contact at.any time, thus delivering a very
heavy current into the exchange, with a possibility of
fire.  The building is unsuitable for-cxchange. purposes,
but we have instituted a very modern. method of fire
fighting, including-the thermostatic fire alarm system,
which-may be set.in operation by the mere lighting of o
matel within 3 or 4 fect of the indicator. The building
is elso Jiued with fireproof asbestes sheeting, .and we
have el 1 extinguishers and asbestos blank as
woll as fire hoses: on reels that are provided with' a
hollow -trunnion,, so that the water pressure is on the
hoss-even while 1t is being pulled slong. The men.and
operators roceiye training. in;fire drill, and at frequent
intervals we give alarms and have a * turn-out” for
fire. The loeation of the proposed exchange is«in, every
way suitable, The 2-mile radius, which now extends
almost, to.-the Dutton Park Railway Station, will, by
the establishment of - the -proposed.iexchange, extend
mote than-balf-way between Dutton Park and Yeronga,
11;“ mg.o];:mwnﬁtlge auzo:lngtic system i; the.only.method
by which an efficient and 1p-to-dats. tclephone e
B p phone.exchang

Insorder. that wo-snight; bo. equipped with tho lafust
advice upen $he pubject of the. acquisition of the addi-
tional.aren of Jand for the cxchange site, I nddrossed, o
memorandum to the Deputy Postmaster-General on 7th
Janyary, end, in voply, repoivod advice that the Sec-
retary of Hoing and Territories Dopartmept recontly
sdvjsed that his. Department was about to econduct
negotiations with the owner nnd with the lessoe for the
.pcéluisieion of tho.proparty. Unless unforeseen délay
grours, the elivery of the ic exl equip

Strowgor, or.eome other type. I spoke yesterday to Mr,
Smith,. the Works Director, about the qusnbll;ty of
erecting o;second story on 'the.site. Ho raiscd the: ques-
tion a8 to whether the ground would carry it, but I
pointed out that tho ground ja-solid rack, so T take it
that the walls should be able te carry a socond story.

24, To. Mr. Bumford~Developments: in: tolephony
haye been so rapid of late that if is. almost impossible
to say what system may be in voguo fiftcen yoars hence.
T ind hav Mr. J

ment may be expeeted to commenee about May or June,
1093, The Fxchange building will, therefore, need to
be. rendy by 1st May, 1023, nt the latest, and hence
building operations will require to bo commenced carly’
in the financial year 1022-23,

20, To Mz, Mackay—T have here 2 plan of the site
upon which the proposed exchange is to be erected. Tho
Department hag already acquired 20,30 perches, and the
site which, it is proposed shall be acquired' comprises
1 rood 4.47 perches. The building is to bo ereeted on
the Jatter arsa, and for the reason that the original
site is too small. The locglity is conyeniently close to
the five-yoar telophonic centre, South Brishane ares.
Tho plan shows thres tolophonic centres, namely,
the present centre, the. five-year-centre, and the fifteon-
year centre, The five and fiftcen-yqar perod centres
aro somewliat to. the cast of the proposed site, but sufli-
clently closo-for- all practical purposes. The land al-
ready held by the: Department is irregular in shape,
having, a fronfage of 23 ft..1 inch, and on the other
sido 41 feof. “The.proposcd new site will have a straight
ontage of 88'ft; 8 in. by a depth of 147 fect. The

" estimated cogt. gf tlgz‘lund and building -to. be ‘zequired
n

8 L understand, £3,150. I.did not inspect the uild-
ing: ‘That is s mafer for the Works Department.
Sorpa considerahle time ago. officers of the Department
wora sent down to Sydney to .get experionce in the
aujompgic-exehango system. Their reports wero favor-
able, machine switching,. in their opinion,.being . great
fwmprovement on the ex'sting systemy in Queensland, but
the difficulty in Sydney was that there was not a full
working of the automlitic, the engineers havihg to work
thie old"system in -with the new. As the officer respon-
sible for-the smooth working of the Telophone Braneh
in Brisbane, I think the South Brishane Exchange
.should be provided as soon as pessible, because the
grontor the-delay there is in providing relief, the longer
will new gubscribors be: denied the convenience of tole-
phonie.communieation.

21. To Mr. Jackson—~The question of chenper
routals following the -establishment of automatic es-
.change is n_matter of poliey to be determined by Cen-
tral’ Administration. T would have: nothing to say in
that matter,

9. To Senator Foll~The installation of the auto-
imatic exchange will make for slightly cheaper avorking.

93. To Mr. Jackson.—With the installation of the
sutomatic exchange there should be an opportunity te
provide & flat-raie charge without any limit, as to num-
ber of ealls, as under the mensuved system, because
under the automgtie a subseriber does his own work,
and the little extrn expenditure of eurrent. shonld be
a negligible factor in d oxp oven if a. sub-
geriber. is switching all day. As.a -matter of fact, one
‘of the.reasons why the automatic has the .advantage
pver the manug) system is that a flat rate works in
well with the former, T have .examined the plans of
the proposed. building carefully, -and approve,of them.
The guestion whether the foundations will carry a
second story is one for the Works Dapartment to deter-
mine.” T shopld recommgnd.provision to be mede-for a
seeond, story. The plans yow before jthe Committeo
.arg only tentative, Our.policy ig to wait till- we accopt
tenders for the equipment befere- final'zing building
plans, because wa do nop know:what type of-equipment
we may have. It .may be the panel, the relay, the

3 on-snid nbout the capacity
of the existing Central: Exchange. Our plant there has
renched the limit of its economic: life. The cost of
the A ic Exek at South Brisbane isestimated'
at £344,080 in 1923, and the cost ¢f a manual exchange
of a smilar capacity ot the same date would
£226;000, We-hove not contemplated the erection of a

t-offico. in ion with this excl There is
1o reason why postal work' should -be associated with a
telephone- exchange. .

95, To Senator Foll—The question of compensation
for land compulsor'ly acquired is ono that is dealt with
by the Tlome and Territories Department. There is no
advantago to bo gained by amelgamating, go.stul and
telephonic work. If a_post-office were cstal lished on
this sito, and the exchange portion of the building
were moved back a short distance, it would cause no
inconvenience, so far a9 telephone work is' concerned,
but I understand that the Deputy Postmaster-General
“has in mind a better site for a post-office, nearer the
bridge.

The witness withdrew,

Stewart Rankin, Manager of Teleshones, Brisbane,
gworn and examined,

26. To My, Bamford—I am familiar wigh the pro-
posal to cstablish _autonmntic telephone exchange at
Soyth Brishane. We have not cxperienced any great
difficulty in keoping a .competent staff’ together, but
riecossarily thors are many changes during, the course
of n year. This is one of the difficulties associated
with the manual.system. Last year we had 38 now tele-
phonists out of a staff of 115, There is no limit s to
the number that may be trained for this class of work.
We get a syfficient number of applicants. The girls are
trained for one month in a sehool of instruction, dur-
ing which time they pass through the various stages,
and then they are allowed to take their places at the
switchboard, and answer ealls; but, obviously, » tele-
phonist new to the work is not so expert as one who
has. had six monthg’ or a year's experience, I was
assistant manager in Melbourne, in 1914, when tho eut-
over was made at Brighton. At first ve had some
trouble in adjusting the automatic apparatus, but after
a few days.the system worked satisfactorily. " The Cen-
tral Exchange battery 14ipl itechboard
comprises eighteen scctions, or 54 operating positions,
egeh of which is practieally fully loaded, and all are
staffed by telephonists during the busy hours of the day.
Seattered thronghout the local field there are approxi-
mately 194 spare loeal jacks equipped for connexion
of new subseribers, and a further 00 spare jacks not

quipped with inted apy byt which is, T
updorstand, being obtained. These 284 local jreks ro-
present the additional number of new lines that can be
eonnected to the Central Exchange, and they aro insuffi-
cient to satisfy the number of applications.on hand. At
‘the presont: time there are approximately 469 intending
‘Central subseribers on the waiting list held up for the
want of underground -cable pairs, &e. Most of these
npplicants arein the proposed South auto arca, I am
advised by the ‘State Enginger that eable suppl es are
being delivered, or aro on the way, with the exception
of -the. main egble required to spen the Victoria-bridge,

« The latter cablé, however, according to- latest advices,
will be delivered within a few weeks. When this-cable
is connected the position. will be that the whole of the




Central Exchange switchboard -equipment will be ab-
wbrbed and no- further groivth will be. podsible: until
idditional switehboard provision: i madé. The:matter
of * extending thie. Contral Excliinge loeal ‘cquipment
from a capacity of 6,840 linesto 8,280 ig'in-hdind, This
‘will make for - little further dovelopment, but beyond
‘that 3¢ will be impossible to mect: groyth unless a new
exchange is estiblished. Tt has been cstimated that by
the iristallation: of an exchange at-South Brishane 2,790
subscribers ecald be transferred. thereto: from the Cen-
‘tral Exchange. The cquipment’ thus released at Cen-
tral would meot tho estimated growth, Central Ex-
‘change, up. to the end of 1924. To.keep pace. with th
requirements of the publie it is therefore necessary to-
open, hew ges, -and. the blishy of one at
South Tirishano is an urgent necessity, Tho opening,
of an exchange would lead to- greater telephonic da-
velopment in that, district. by reason of the fact that a.
larger number of possible subscribers wonld be.brought
within the 2-miles:radins, and would' ¢btain service at
the minimum rental—an important factor in tho rapid.
growth of the exchange. The eutomatic system has
many adviniages over the manual, particularly where,.
a8 in Brisbane, direct int ication is required
between exchanges in the same network, In manual
work'ng this is done by order wires botween tele-
phonists, a call from one exchange to another requiring
8

the sotvice of two, and sometimes threo,

8

28; To Senalor Foll.—Tho strength of our staff is
determined: entirely by tho:number of calls, not by:{he
;i!n(z;lmr- of: lines. ~ Eaeh. tolephonist hay a maximym
oad. L e W e
.20, T'o Mr. Jackson~~1 think-the public got a-much
bottor servico undor the automatic than under -th
mantal gystem,, but the difficulty, if there is any diffix
culty ‘about the former in Sydney and: Melbourne, is
diio to tho faet that they are trying 1o work-tho twe
systems i thie network, "Until the whole-of thy
‘politan aren is. inder tho mutomatic system, it
that troublé will be oxperienced occasionally. Very
slight diffiedlty is experienced by subseribers at first
when. dialling humbers on the antomatic.

(Taken at Brisbane.)

SATURDAY, 98t JANUARY, 1022,
Seorronar CoMairTeE,

Prosent:
Mr. Baurorn, in the Chair;
! Senator Foll, ! Mr. Mackay,

the subseriber’s, requegt is. repeated. from onc operator
to the other, the timo lost is considerable, and errors
must be very carefully guarded against. Under auto-
matic working the caller disls the required exchange
and number direct, thus eliminating, the delays of the
manual system. Instantancous advice if. the called sub-
seriber is engnged, i clearing on et

Jonathan Herbert B Town, Clerk, Soith
Brisbane, sworn and czamined. .

30, T'o Mr. Bamford.—I know the site that has beén

sehoeted for the proposed atie telopl char

at South Brisbane. Tt is suitable, but T think a locality
rlong towards the Fiveways: would be more suitable if
land could bo obtained there. The selectéd sife is too

of a call, n quicker service from ealler to called party,
and a uniform. service over the 24 hours are also nd-
vantages of the automatic system. I fully concur in the
D 1 to install’ ic at South Brish Tt has
alrondy been dpproved for Albion and Newmarket, and
ndopted as tho most up-to-date method; of handling loeal
calls. All other exchanges in the Brisbane network
and proposed vew exchanges must, therefore, bo auto-
matie, a8 it is not posible to obitnin the best serviee
when & mixture of systems is attempted in the sama
network. It iz considered that, provided the oxchange
is designed to take the maximum traffic lond, the main-
tenance of tho plant is efficient, and the automatic appa-
ratus is kept properly adjusted, an automatic- exchange
will g've a better local servico to the public than will o
manual. There will not immediately bo a great saving
in staff at Central Exchango.if .an sutomatic is ovened
at South Brisbane, as the retention of Central Ex-
change as a manual switchboard ‘tates install
tion at Central of automatic “A” positions to handle
the traffic coming from South to Central Exchanges.
A “B ™ positions or other will also
be required to complete calls from Central to South.
The proposal, therefore, does not involve a big redue-
tion iu telophonists, However, there will bo no difti-
culty in sbsorbing staff released by the change of &ys-
tem. This will e done by transferring officers to other
exchanges or other suitable vacant positions, and by
employing temporary telephonists to fill vacancies prior
to any out-over, instead of filling same by the appoint-
ment of | officers. I quite-approve of the pro-
posal to install the automatic system at South Brishane,
. 27. To My, Jackson~—A flat-rate system would work
in eas’ly with the automatic, but I do not. agree that
we should chanee over from the existing to o flat rate
because we are introducing the 1 in
South Brisbane. I am ‘not. sufficiently well! versed in
the system to ‘say whether g big user would jnvolve
the Department in higher maintenance charges: than a
small user, but I think it ig likely that the t'me of ».
merhanic would be more taken up by, the operationa-of
a hig user. BRI A

Rt

. o Trontigess]

Tuable from a business point of view for a telephone
exchange. If some portion of the Brishane Cricket
‘Ground could be sccured, the same purpose could be
achieved for less expenditure, and the spot would be
ideal for a telephone excharige.

31. To Mr. Mackay.—The ericket ground is a little
less than g mile distant from: the selected site.

32. To Senator Foll.—I think the land thers is Jéss
valuable than the site: at the comer of Vulture and
Stanley strects, '

33, T'o Mr. Bamford.—I amr aware that the locality
was selected by the deparimental expeits after the eare-
ful ideration, of all the eir but I think
some portion of the Brisbane Cricket ground would' be
just as suitable and prove more cconomical, because
at that poinl five. important roadways meet, namely,

pswich-road, L d, the ing centres of
Stanley-streot; and Main-street. The sclected site. s
very valusble from a commercial point of view. Ad-
joining land ig valued at £25 a foot. South Brishane
is.not very well provided for in the way of post-offices.
There is one at Woolloongabba, and another in South
‘Brisbane, towards the Victorin-bridge. The accommo-
dation, at South Brisbane is totally inadequate. In
fact, when I came here, about three véars ago, I had
some. difficulty in ‘finding the post-ofice: I passed’ it
threo or four times before I-could locate it. Tha offies
at Woolloongabba_is more up. to date, and meets tho
needs of the locality pretty well. A post-office asso-
ciated' with the exchange on the selected site wounld he
convenient' for the people only in. the immediate rieigh-
bourhood, as it would be about midiway between the
ex’sting offices, which are; T should think, less- than
& mile.and a half apart, In the eirecumstanees, T hardly
think cxpenditure on a post-office at the corner of
Vulture and Stanlgy streets, nssuming that the existing
offices' are maintained, wovld be justificd. T do not
think ‘there would be any diffienlty in the wav of seaur-
ing a portion of the land controlled by the. Cricket Club
trustees and set-apirt for recreation purposes; because
the-Gounéil- has previously adyocated that the street.

[d e wkéd for‘Bisinédy piidposes: .

34, To Sehator Foll —Tho uso of that portion of the
ericket reservé for business p would not encroack
upon:the, playing arce, and there would bo still ample
yoom for the convenionco. of the general publie. ~ The
only.alteration necessary would bo romoval of the en-
trance, gates to the gromnd. They could ecasily be
shifted. Up.to the proesent, there have been no negotia-

. tions. ‘between th§ South Brisbane Council and the
cricket trustecs along the lines. of my suggestion, but:
thore.is.a proposal:before the Counc:l to seeure control
over the cricket groiind, and I have no doubt that, if
the. change is mag:,:, the suggestion I have outlined will
receive consideration. I certainly think that an auto-
matic tolephone exchahgo is essential at South Brisbane
in order to insurs ad improved. service. As an officer
of. the South Brisbane Couneil, I am a large-user of the
tolophione, and T have no specific complaint to make, ex-
cept that the service' is. not so efficient as one might
desire,.and I have had a good deal of trouble in getting
extonsions, Since I have been in Brishane I have
made application for four i and invariably
have had to wait for thres or four monthy, When the

resent mayor was elected, prior to the visit of the

grinee of Wales, he did not have telephone connexion

with his private dwelling- Wo made applicati
for an extension, and I think threo months elapsed
before anything was done, because wire was not avail-

able. By continued.application we were able 11
to got some temporary accommodation. I am living at.
Coorparco, end I had to wait four months bofore I
¢ conld get a.telephone. Wo had similar trouble in con-
nexion with the service for Mowbray Park. About
four months ago, when there was troubls with the
larrikn element in the park, it was decided to install
the telephone service, and we have just been advised
that a cable is available. We have also been' told,, if
we do ot aécept it within soven days it will be made
il to the next subscriber on the waiting liat.

This indicates that' there are a large. number of appli-

cdnts waiting for telephones. The:area of South Bris-

bano is about 44 square Miles. Within that limited area
the population has not i d very appreciably, but
during the last three years there have been considerable
developments in Stephens, Coorperoo, Belmont, and

Balmoral shires. I think, therefore, that. axpenaiture
for an improved telophons service in South Brisbane iz
fully warranted. )

85. To Mr. Mackey.—T have discussed the matter of
‘the. site with, the mayor and one or two of the alder
men, and; so far as I ean gather, they are unanimously
of opinion that it is. too valuable for commereial pur-

.

posos: to bo used as-an exchango, though, perhaps, I
ought to say that hitherto it has not been generally
known that an additional area was about to be ac-
quired; The-prevailing opinion was.that the-area held
by the Department was.in itself insufficient for the pur-
pose of a telephono exchange. I cannot say what grea
conld be‘maé)g available from the. Brisbane Cricket
Ground. Reserve if that proposal should be entertained.
There are soveral important buildings, including the.
Commonwealth, Bank, Polico Station, tho Woolloon-
gabbe Railway Station, and the East Brisbane State
School, which is the largest in Queensland, in the
vicinity of the cricket ground. Land' there would also
bo valuable, but not so costly as on the selected. site.

86, T'o Mr.. Bantford.—1I do not say that the Vulture
and Stenley streets. site is unsuitabla, but I think there
are other sites that are more suimf;le. This. matter,
however, has not been discussed by the Council, and 1
do not thiuk it is sikely any action will be_taken by
that kody to-pratest.againat the site selected. Wo w-mld
bo inclined: rather 1o accopt the opinion of the depart-
mental experls, as it is more likely they would be
conversant with the needs-of the Department than we,
as a Conneil.

87, To Mr. Mackay—The valuation of land in the
vicinity of the cricket ground would bo about £17 or
£18 por foot, as compared to £25 per foot for land
adjoining that sclected for the exchange.

38. To Senator Foll—The view wo take ia that, from
a business point of view, it is not necessary for a tele
phone exchange to be located in a_main street. Pro-
vided the locality is central and otherwise conveniont,
an exchange could be erected on a less expensive site
than the one selected.

89. To Mr, Bamford.—The fact that the land owned
by the Departmént was so small constituted one of the
objections we had to the Vulture and Stanley streets
site. The tendency is‘for the-population in the city end
of South Brisbane to become industrial in character.
I do not know whether that would affect the proposition:
beforo.the Committee very materially, but I take it that
business premises would be more likely to be large users
of telephone service than private residences..

40, To Senator Foll—In Coorparoo, prior to the de-
pression in the building trade, not long ago, the de-
velopments were very rapid; it was. said that, on the
average, a new house was finished every third or fourth
day. It is likely that the people settling in that neigh-
bourhood would also be large users of an improved tele-
phone service, G«

oo - s

. Printed and P'n-l;u,bed:for the Goyarmeme;of the

COMMONWEALTH of AUSTRALIA by Azamez J. Munere,

Government- Printer for' the State of Vicloris.



