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EXTRACT FROM VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS OF THE. HOUSE 01; REPRESENTATIVES.

No. 204 oF 6tn DECEMBER, 1921.
23. PusLic WoRrgs CosMITTEE- REFErRENcE. of WoRk OFrice .\cconmom\TmN, (‘omr_oywﬂ@m Dsmwmzr{!"s’,
ApErAIDE.  Mr. Groom moved, pursuant to notice, That, in d the‘_r C g‘f the‘{' e
Public Works Committee Act 1913 1914, the following work be referred'to the P Y ding it
on Public: Works for its investigation and report thereon, viz. :—Provision of offico- accommodation in Adelside,

South Australia, for various Commonwealth Departments, .
Mr. Groom having laid on the Table plans, &c., in connexion with the proposed work—
Quostion—put and passed. AU

PROFISION OF OFFICE  ACCOMMODATION IN
" ADELAIDE, SOUTH ADSTRALIA, FOR VARIOUS

w

o

[ONWEALTH DEPARTMENTS.

-~ REPORT.

. The Parlinmentéry Standing Committes on Public Works, to which tle House of
*Representatives referred for investigation and.report the question of the provision
-of office accommodation in Adelaide, South, Australia, for various Copi ealth
, departments, has.the honour fo.report as follows :—

PRESENT PROPOSAL.

L. There are‘in delaide about a dozen branches of Cpm_moqgveal,th departments which are.
ocoupying' fetited preniises in as'many privately-owned buildings in various parts of the city.
As this is said to be neither economical nor convenient, a proposil Has'been submditted to uilize

.8, malyab ant, block .of-Gommonwealth tand adjoining the: Genéral Post Office by eregfing
thereon ble building, to. be ocoupied bj those various. branchés of ‘Commonwealth

sbments,

T DESCRIPTION OF THE BUILDING PROPOSED. ‘

. "21 The building spggested to be efzeted is propgsedl to take in-the front portion of the existin
Télephone Exchange, and will then have a frontage of 126.1. 6 in. to Frank eeh by a dept}gx
of 211 ft. 6 in. along Oddfellow’s-place. It i to comprise a basement and five stories, be
conshrpcted: of reinforced.concrete, so worked as to-give an outward appeararice of stone, and so

degigned, as to:harmonize with the present General Post Office building. The plans submitted
mals témpt to.subdivide space to meet the requirements of departments, but the floor areas
provided: aie all large open spaces.conveniently subdivisible. .

)

\ A TSTIATED COST.
3. The estimated. cost. of the building is set,down at £115,000.

COMMITTER'S INVESTIGATIONS. |

" . In.addition to: taking evidence in Melbourne, a Sectional Committes visited Adelaide,
took further evidence there, inspected the site, cavefully scrutinized the plahd and discussed e
proposal with the City Engineer, the President of the Institute of Architects, and members of the
Chamber offCoininerce. 7

1B A visit was paid to t-he South Australian Branch of the Federal Taxation Department,
and it was apparent thay the gonditions:uicler which the officials in that office work are fnost
unsuitable, and some relief should be given, to.them 4s sqon as-possible.

6. In the course of its investigations, the Committee ascertained that the Comm.onwealth
offices in_Adelaide are. at present scattered all over the city, and: that some of the offices are.
inconvenient and unsuitable; Most of them are held on leases, which will expire during 1922 or
(11923, z(iing there is always a danger in renewing such leases that an' increased rental will be

emandeéd. _ . - .

s

- A presentan aggregate rental of £4,133.per annum is being paid for these rented premises,
which, excluding the large hall used about once a month for the payment of pensions, works out
st 8 little over 2s. 6d. per square foot per annum, . ’

»
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X 7. In the proposal for a building to accommodate the whole of the Commonwealth officials
in Adelaide, with the exception of the Departments of Defence, Post ral, and Customs,
the Committee is assured that better, more fireproof, and more extensive accommodation can be.

iven to the various departments at the same ¢ 2 '
%oot iy p ost, to the Commonwealth of 2s. 6d. per, ‘sguuﬂirxg

b‘ . In addition, it is considered that the provision of suitable officea dation, besides
eing more convenient for the public, promotes greater contentment and efficiency:in the Service,

and in that way is 2 good investment for the Commonwenlth, Further, the Committee had to bear

dm mind the possibility of the early-amalgamation of the Federaland State Taxation;and Electoral
epartments, Under these circumstances, in view of the crowded and uphealthy conditions under

Which the officers of the Federal Taxation Department.are working, the Committee Las 1o hesitati

I recommending that the whole of the Commonwealth activities in Adelaide be concentrated,

in one building, the property of the Commonwealth, and recommends accordingly.

SrrE,

. 8 It was stated in evidence that the site on which jt is proposed to erect the building was
acquired by the Commonywealth in 1915 at-a cost of aboit ‘£24;&‘)I£))'6.,P It has rexnnined‘musedguntil
aecgntly, when a temporary structure was, erected on. it. to house certain: of the postal officials.

uring the projected remodelling of the General Post Office. Situated in the heart of Adelaide,
and ad].mnm{fr the General Post Office, the area is of considerable value to the Commonwealth
and eminently suitable for a building of the nature proposed. '

This area was originally acquired to provide for future extensio i
) 3 m of postal business, and
alﬁéough tfhe‘ remodelling of the General Post Office now in.hand will proviSe adequate accom «
modation for a period of perhaps twenty years; the postal authorities request that it be made a
;bondtxt;:m that, gu: SO!iI]le future period the extension of postal business demands it, that Depart-
ent be given first call on space in the buildin ittee consi i
a reasonable request, and‘rec?mmends accordingli.now proposed. The Committce:cansiders this

9. When the proposal to erect a Central Commonwealth Office in Adelaide was first moot;a
the Postmaster-General’s. Department intimated that. the aren adjoining the General Post Oﬂ"lgé
suggested as the most suitable site was unlikely to be required for the purposes of that Departmerit ;
s}ncei then, however, repregentations have been made that, in all probability, in the general scheme
o ti ephone development of the City of Adelaide, the site will be requited for an automatic telephone.
xgh:ﬁgg ;\{:;1&111& t}:J eenr;eiclg five yeurs:bl Ii;s;mtéd‘ that in the interests of economic wiring this

ar a8 possible he rhich. i i
theoretical telephonic centre of tIl)le district to be ::revr:é‘.l)osc Offce, which. is approxunntelyﬁtlfe

10. The position arises that, if & portion of the land now available is set aside for & telephion
exchange, the: remainder of the area will be insufficient to- carry a building' of the di‘rﬂerlx)sibh:'
necessary to house t!lLel other Commonwenlfsh‘ activities in Adelaide. Consideration was, therefore,
ﬁlvgn bg the Con to the two questions 03 to whether the projected building miglit be. 8o

{asxgne l as to include also space for the automatic telephone exchange when required, or
slternatively that the larger site be retained intact for the buj ding now proposed, and another site:
be purchased for the automatic telephone exchange. when required. -

COMMITTEE’S RECOMMENDATION.
. AL After reviewing the matter from all points, the Committee is of opinion that it wi
be in the best interests of the Commonwealth to tf)tilize this splgl::l,i]d siie‘sfoz- ggxi;zrglerbﬁuillfigxglf

and that a suitable site, in%close proximity to th, i
mtomatio telophons puri:osés. p y e present telephone exchange, be acquired for

H. GREGORY, L
Chairman,

v

Office of the Parliamentary Standing Committes on Public Works, . ’ '
Parliament House, Melbourne, 7th April, 1922, i

b

.~ MINUTES OF

(Taken at' Adelaide.)

THURSDAY, 23rp MARCH, 1922.
SecTioNaL CoMMITTEE.
Present:
Senator Nrwrann, in the Chair;
Senator: Foll i Mathews,
Senator Plain '

John. Smith Murdoch, Chief Architeet, Department of
Works and- Railways, sworn and esamined.

1. T'o Senator Newland.—The proposition: before the
Committee is, to inquire into the advantages or other-
wige of providing a new building in Adelaide for the
purposes of the local hes of’ the C 1th
Dapartments outside the Postmaster-General's Depart-
ment, the Defence Department, and the Customs De-
partment. In.submitting the matter to Parlinment the
thep Minister for Works and Railways said:—

“This proposal is to utilize the valuable vacant
land adjoining the: General Post Office by erection
thercon of a suitable building to be occupied by
local branches of the Taxation and other- Common-
wealth Departments. Economy is expeeted to re-
sult in the way of saving of reiits now paid for
privately-owned premises and by concentration of
‘the Departments at one centre, In its report upon
‘the extensive. projected works at the Adelaide
General Post Office, the Public Works Committee
included a recommendation that a building such ag
is proposed be erected. The drawings. submitted
provide for a building of six floors- of fire-resisting
construction. Owing to portion of the site being
in temporary occupation,. the project would have
4o be executed in two seetions, and the intention is
that the first section would provide offices for the:
Taxation Department, The estimated' cost for the
complete building is about £115,000, details of
which will be submitted in evidence to the Stand-
ing-Committee during ite investigations.”

The site referred to and for which the building has
been designed was purchased by the Government some
years ago to meet expansion of postal requirements
in Adelaide, At that time o, definite idea with regard
to the manner in which those requirements would be
met had been arrived at, but, in 1920, the Public
Works Committee investigated a projected method of

EVIDENCE:

desling with post-office a~ommudation, and it became
apparent to the Comunitte: that this particular piece
of land would not be ruquired for postal purposes.
Therofore, in its report to the Govornment concerning
the post-offico building project it recommended that the
laud be utilized for jhe purpose of Commonwealth
oftices. The rceommendation brought the whole sub-
jeet up to a definite point. Since 1918, some considera-
tion had been givon off and on to the method of utiliz-
ihg the land, but &s it was not then quite clear what
form tho post-office cxpansion would take there was no
very settled view as to how it could be done, However,
the Public Works: Committec’s report having brought
the whole question 1o defiuition, the Home and Terri-
tories Dopartment wrote to- the Works and Railways
Depertment asking for the preparation of & scheme
for utilizing the ares in the manner now before the
Committee.  In o letter, dated 8th December, 1820,
the Secoretary to the Home and Territories Departraent
wrote as follows:— :

T desire to inform you that the Secretary of the
Postmaster-General's Department has advised that
the proposal to remodel the General Post Office,
Adelaide, was investigated by the Parli r
Works Committee which decided that the provi-
sion therein was to be: restricted to post-office pur-.
poses, ‘The Secretary further intimated that the.
land adjoining is available for building purposes
for other Departments if required. Will you
kindly submit a preliminary design of a building
to contain gbout 50,000 square feet with offica ac-

dation suitable for Ci Ith Depart-
ments in Adelaide. TFrom the attached list you,
will observe that the Commonwealth is at present
lensing 33.000 square feet of office accommadation
in Adelaide. Tt is also probable that the Depart-
ment of the Navy will require accommodation in
the new building.”
The area referred to is. the site the Committee is now
considering at the corner of Franklin-strest and Odd-
fellows-place. In accordance with the instructiond con-
contained in the letter T have just read the Works and
Railways Department designed a building, plans of
whieh are now before the Committee. The accommo-
dation at%present lensed in privately-owned premises in
Adelaide by the Commonsw:alth Government, and the
rentals paid are shown in the following schedule sup-
plied by the Lands and Surveys Branch :—

g N
Purpose, Promises and Address. Annual Rental. | Squaro Fagt. [ Tenancy or Dats of Explration.
£ ad
Publio Service Inspector Rooms 115 and 110, Brookman's Buildings., | 136 11 0] 730 | 24.1.23, thence monthly
Pensions .. . + | Rooma 117 to 126, Brookman’s Buildings 332 8 4 2410 | 24.1:23, thence monthly
Peiislons . - «. | 8t Luke's Hall',, .. . 17001 1g00 | Nontlly
Customs Office .. <~ | Eaglo Chambors, Pirio-strest = .. | e oo 55 | 28.12.23; thenco monthly
Excise Branch (T. and C.) ... | Rooms 127 to 131, Brookiman's Buildings .. [ 131 0 8 950 [ 24.1.23, thenos monthly
Audit Office . -+ | Rooms 61-64, 71 and. 72, Boyol Exchonge | 188 0 0 L080 | Haltyourly
. uildings

SubTreamury .. - | Rogmy &7, 57a, 50, 0, 68, and-5, Royel | 250 0 0| 1367 | Monthly .

Exchange: N
Shipping > . ‘Portion ot Ground Floor,.Currie Chambers .. | 436 16 0 2,800 | 31.5.23
Taxation .. . Birst and Second Floors, and partiof Ground | 1,762 0 0 14548 [ 19.0.22

Floor, Hindmarsh Buildings :
Investigation Branch .. | Room & on Third Floor, Darting Buildings .. 9 00 356 | 81.5.2¢
Moteorological .. <. | West Terrace . . . 5000 600 | 30.6.30

- iand ugo of'
. i hout3}
Worke Direstor .. « | Portion of Top Floor, Selbome Chambers .. | 176 0 0| 3000 |7.6.23
eotomt ... - .- { Portion of Tup Floor.and Rooms22.25,30.40, | 360 0 o[ 3300 [31.7.22

on ¥irst, Floor, Selborie Chambers: .

Electoral (Storsge)..- + | Destitnto Buildings, 1. Room on Ground Floor 20 00} * |Qurely
Total .. . Lob 413216 0 33882

Fu815,

o ) ¢ Area not available,
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1 am not personally acquaifted with ﬂe’q})ﬁifj of

.
‘the
accommodation except in regard to the officos of the

L
honsing brariches. of fie poptofico which have beeri*dis-
odged on acconnt of the new: works soon to be startéd

Works. and Railways Dopartment which. dra fairly ot the General Post Office building. It is intonded, in
{ buil

1

good. I do:not know definitely of

1in re-  the

Iding,, to improvd the. accommodation

, , any prop :
gnrd, to incregsing tho rental of the ofiies in Brook- for the “administrative braiich of the telephone branch
man’s Buildings, but. I understand from what I have of tho Postal Department, The girly will also have

learned that there is a. distinet possibility of another

better retiring accommodation and a sick room, This

Pproperty-owner. putting up his rental very coiisiderably work will como into. the second section, which will be

when tho present lease expires. We are now paying, in  undertaken i diutoly tho alt to thy
1 I have just
submitted, sbout 2s. 6d. per square foot rontal per

Adolaide, according to. the sehedula which

the G 1

Dost Office are completed; because if we dislodge the
telephone officials now in ordor to carry out the re-

annum. Sinee the receipt. of tho letter from the Home «Y.xircd alterations wo.have nowhere to_put them. "When-
the al i

and Territories Department, the Po ‘Genernl's

Department has pointed out that while it ha

reserve the right to use any part of it for ggqg—gﬁice

purposes, Tt wants that right reserved

bnilding a1

poatal building has not been exhausted by means of th
d in ion,, but probebly t

1 :‘ HhaatdN >
Depnrtmen't'in wise- in plueing it on record that, al-
though it gives up this land,. it still clnims the first
ry for the purposes of'
ion for'thé Government
of the day when thie difficulty arises, probubly fifty years
hence. The matter oan be left to décide itself, Lt doea
not afféet this building one way or anothér, It will bo

right to use it if it bo neces:
postal expansion, Tt is a que:

|

suitablo for postal e

or the Comnitteo’s information a detailed, ésti
costs of the .complete building. Mr. Groom. siid

£116,000. That estimato was biised on figures. prepared
in Melbourne. But, in order that the c]qser»kp,pwl.édgo

of Tocal valués held by the Department’s bianch in
Adelaide might be availed of, a blauk schedule, was
sent over to tho Works Director in South Australia, so

that he might fill' in his iden of the rates fo compaiison
with fhose we had had in Malbourne, The W i
tor in Adelnide has doné this, and when I

yesterday he and T devoted tho day to comparing cach
i inates as filled in l‘){ hith with each

item of the estimates as filled in by head ofﬁ? After
oginning,

compromifing aud disgussing, Wherens, at the
of our delilicrations, there was a diserepancy of a fow
thouisand pounds betivéen us, we drrived at a fotal of
£114,750 as being'the probable value of the building
when completed. ~That figure s astonishingly close to
the oatimate: given by Mr. Groom to Parlinmont. The
}Jl‘(ip__l)ﬁed accommodation in the building will be as
ollows :—

ég STHE] ]

\ OFs | B3c | B | Tud| 3

Floor. 5*;3‘? §§5 g | feE| EE
2iE| 8981 3% | §EF | =
HBRR| 224 | 2% 553 &2

Lsqtt boan B | oaqtt | it | oeq e, [ oag.te

Basoment .. {11,720 | 5130 | 1,328 |13,055 | 2763 15,818
9, 2,850:1 11,010 | 3,737 | 15,647,

00 2,763 892

¢
£

2
b

3 | 16,818

056 | '2,703 | 16,818

[ 12,155 | 763 | 14,918

Ia7,m‘ 30311 | B216 | 76,360, | 17662 | 93,811
. i

3 1.326
Third Floor . |11,728 6.50' 1326
Fourth Floor .. |11,547 | 4. 0t

The: effective space means office space-outside escential.
corridors, staircases, and lavatories. The buildiug will
essentinlly have to- be erécted tn two- sections, ns, parg
of the site is: now: occupied by teriporary buildings,

u fore it  will be devoted to
gives up the land. _Of course, no one can say what up
the future of the Post and Telegraph Department for the recreation and welfare of th
will ba,. but T think that any further extension of the
Post Office,. Adelaide, is likely to lie in the direction of
still further enlarging tho existing building, rather than
in exténding on to new ground, The utilization of the

b 0 expansion if it comes along. As
romised By Mr, Groom,. in Parliament, T noy sibmit
mate. of
¢ in
Parliament, that jts probable cost would ba {Al;out

Tiree-
d" here

! to the Genoral Post Office.are comploted
no ob- wo can temporarily house thém there. The § age in

jeotion to this building, going up it will always keep in. the now bui ding occupied. by the Telepliorié- Dopart-

ment: will nét be available to other Departments, Tt

the improvement of the spicd: now
dministration of the. Exeh p

d by the

ge, and
clephohiats;

Thus, 8,246 square feet of; the 'new building will' be-

taken up. by, the télephone branch; and: will not be avail-
ablé for housing Commoniweilth Departmenits generally;

Tha Teleplhone Exchange itself, which will bs incor-

¢ poratad in-the new building, will remain unaltered, but

thoro is an area-of land available for dts extension When
the-time comes for it. 'This. 9,245 square fect has to be
added to the 67,114 squars.feot which 1 have mentioned

as boing the

), effective office space for the complete

building. The total effective space will -thus be
76,359 square feot. The Committee will get an
idea of tho amount of . space takep up by
corridors, stairgases, lifts, and lavatories. from the
table I have given, which shows that 17,559 square
feot ig utilized in this way. The total gross floor area,
including corridors, &e., is 93911 square ofeet, as
agaiust 76,359 square feet of effective spacé. To secure
this ymount of effestive. spaco we estimate it will: be.
necessaxy to expend £115,000, representing, a.charge of

abont 2s.. 6d.. per square foot. per annum, a

mpared

wi.tlx the 2s, 5d. per anmwm, rental now paid in Ade-
luide. I make my ealculation on the. basis. of 7 per
cent. which is made up as follows:—5 per cent.. in-
terest, 1} per cent. maintenance, a high. eharge for a
building of this kind, and } per cent. for liquidation

of capital or sinking fund, nlso o high charge, for
building of this class. I include the valug of tha laj
ut £30,000, but, of course, I am only loading fhe 1

to the extent of 5 per cent., not making any allowance
of maintenanco or sinking fund, I do not know that
the land is actually worth £30,000, but its valug to the
Qovernment is now approaching that amomit, and vin-~
leds the loss of accumulated iwterest is sirrested vary
soon the value will speedily mount up to & sum which
tha Government will prolubly never get return for.
Tt is now being partly used, and is, therefore,, repro-
ductive to a cortain oxtent, but not commensurato with
its value. Tt should be made use of in some form or,

anoter, T thiiik it will bo found that ths' Goveram
Wwill get a better proportion of service per synare foof
floor aven in a building, of this class with large-office:
and. large open spaces-thoroughly well liglited than it

would securs in any promiscuons buildings that folild

bo rented, A saving will be effected in admini
tion kv havihg the offices concentrated in orie build-

3

ing. Taking into consideration the time lost by the
publie. and' “the inconvenience people suffer th¥oigh

0 g0 to diﬁerent centres, some of whicli are, npt,.

situated in’ the middle of the city, to do business with
the CGovernment Departments, it will mean. a.lot to the

public generally to haye theee Departments
T

tratéd right in'the middle of the city.

the people doing, business with the Departin

congen- ,
herefore, |

I s 3 S
\\1]1_‘ save time. Tt is by mo means corbain. thit we
can’ continue to enjoy the rented accommodation

wo have in Adelaide at jts present price,
advantage the Government will derive by

Another
erecting:

-
2 Y
this building is that it will at once arrest the The Taxation Department is now geenpying 14,50'0
leakage 1 have: alrendy reforred to through. l"“",“ﬁ squaro feet of rented preudses, but it is known that it
the land vecant. 1 ‘have delited my figures with ayricipates requiring in fuure something like 40,000
the. amount of interest sccumulated on tho purchaso square feet or 50,000 squace feet.  Ilowever, if the new
rice of this vacant land. I have made out as bad a iing 1o proceeded with, and the Tusutiyn Depart-
3 " \ h h A building is 1 d P
caso 18 posslble‘ngmngt the site. Agm;n, there is 'l]‘“; lgi‘: went comes 1nto 1t 1t may be assumed that 20,000 square
of.ce?:;g;;eqh,:gﬁ‘i%mleg“;ﬂﬁ;g :::i bl;lii; LG:lel:f o‘ﬂi‘i:e& feet of spnee woull meet. 118 requirements n'tl tlie ?e—
The no\v’building will be‘propérly heated with hot water 8inning, leaving about 10,000 eqnare foet “‘]‘“ ‘;b er‘i_"'
and thoroughly sentilated and highted, and the records n}tlllorll)glr_mrn(-}vln; 0\:'[":{; ::‘:osl’:fl:ﬁ‘,‘:' eratanding
will be kept comparatively securs in n fireproof build- that the Taxation epartr e first bas b
i i i will  first section of the building. no consideration has been
ivg. We estimate that the cost of the first section will 1 | U R
2 tho claims of ather Nepartments.  No attemp
be £50,000; and the cost of the second section £65,000. given to e o
ineeri i i i y has boen made on the plans to suhdivide the spave tn
Al .engineering services are included in. the cost. The o ta: bt 1he fioor apases will
building will be of six stories. It is undesirable to con- meet the needs of Departm o~ e
i i : kimi 11 be large open spaees ennveniently subdividable The
template going higher on account of the proximity of ﬂl L D e e af Tund will br eareying a
the Goneral Post Office, and the expectations existing in  whole of the m;. n"a | X ParTin
i i ty. The only furtheradditions
Adelaide that we should do nothing to outrage that building to its full eapacity, 5 T8 e
nildi ich i I i building projeet will be with the existing tele
building whieh is regarded by the people of Adelaide to the g L ) e existing tele-
i . iful one, The. class of building pro- phone exchange, whick conld conveniently roug]
;&:slggn‘xinf l:l’l l:%‘x:t:‘r‘r:;cn‘;":m, l‘ute(;li(o‘ modern inge\lrery up to the level (:I'. the new building and-become part of
respect. It will be fireproof. ~ Wo do not propose it, providing ('O'Ilﬂl'dﬂll'llbl.f’ additional flor space. Access
to speud & lot of money in ornamentation, It will be to the new building will be had by twa independent
heated, ventilated, and lighted in the most modern way. entranees in Franklin-street nn‘d two mdepeudel:n bex:-
Ti-order to bring it into exnct unison with the General trances in Oddfellows-place.  From the top u;lt e bot-
Post Offico people might expeet it to be constructed in  tom of the building it is proposed to lave three ¢1-9;1-
stone; but the cconomical rosult of doing that would be tinuoua fiveproof sfairenses each contignous to nf :hh
disnstrous, Tho Department considers that there is no  The telephone staff will oceupy the enstern end o l‘f:
ronl ‘mecessity for it, and that if we have to construct building, and they will have one staircase and lone}| if
the building to have an outward apyp of stone, oxclusively.  All the other Departments would have
as is being successfully done in many commercial two staireases and two lifts.  The costern entrance ¢;n
buildings in Adelaide, it will be all that is neces- the ground floor in Franklin-street will gi:'o ni-cef o
sary.  We conld not, without loss, maintain all the the portion of the building aceupied byl( e telep! ox;e
horizontal lines of the General Dost Office, but we stafl. A room is provided for the telephone r'z;;x;:ge y
have beon sble to maintain in onr design the main  another for the sub-manager, and & lnrgn xi;)om 5 ft 1yl
horizontal lines of that building, leaving the detail be- 87 ft. 6 in. for the clerieal ‘."‘hﬁ' where the publie wi
tiween these lines to depert from the General Post Office  do business in ] m\vltf - telophone administrs
design. That mothod of design is the theory practised tion. Another room, .,ix t., ¥ o fu 5 in.is
in countries that exerdise censorship over the designs of provldod for the s!_:lh?.h('a lswn‘on‘, an b\'ofl('h e
street buildings. It.is not nltugether the detail that the 3 with t;e te epho ["'de(i P
eyo looks for. If the main lines are sympaﬂ\elicnhl]y nuoélmr room, 15 "A'[P}z; Ir:z‘l lluindz:-"o’fs E:‘s;nce for the
, in line wi T, it i ! taff supervisors. )
arranged; and all in line with ench other, it is all that s Sy e o
i i) he  ground floor has not been subdivided to meet the
ig necessary. When the time comes to increase t gf 1 e B B oty give the
height of the post-ofiicc building, T anticipate that of any particular Dep - Sy BT
i v wi i e ttee the large spaces which are suitable for ol
still greater sympathy will be obtained between (?Oll.lml A e the webtorn do0r
the General Post Office and the proposed new venient subdivision. ering e
F1di g i ] i Franklin-strect on the right is 2 room 19 ft. by 53 ft.,
building for Commonwealth offices.  That is to in v e b tent. | Continuing
v, . sed v building will, at first, bo and on the left another 63 feet by 3 ¥
::‘o’ st‘;:gcﬂp‘i:)il:l’::; tl';:: the: Gerﬁ’rul Post Oﬂice,’ but  along the corridor on the right is ‘(; ;(:or; 81 {)t 622mfe3ty
should two stories, or even one storey, be added to the 31 feet, and on the k‘f_‘dl\ T"Iﬂn.l sis : 'rnollx:].onythe righé
General Post Office, the sympathy- of the two bu}lldings ﬁ' :;ufth(ir l:ﬂo’nf ;E:tc?l::& g]l; : {n(:‘ioft e e S
will thus be increased. There is a gap between the two 53 feet by 5  an o oidor 1a ©
ildi "hat wi i i long by an average width of 20 feat. e co
buildings. That will continue to be the main mail R N ntdtn e T onate,
i itisi vide. g walls are .
ontrance, As I have explained before it is intended to 'feet wide. he 51 gl e o comanlth
i in- he present ‘Thesame arrangement is adopted ¥
incorporate, the Era e ing, 4 in Melbour The whole of the floors in these
in the new building, and to take offices in Melbourne. 0 0
aelephonztixiihm;gfo i’;p;;\‘i;‘g the prcsi’nt accommo-  offices could be cleared iu a few days, beeause the p1:_|r§‘xt
e omfm th Y onh staff and administration. The tions are doing ne structural work. There is a lig
gg:;o? Mding at the Teleph Txch. or eastern * ares, 22 feet by 100 fect he{ween the tt'dephqille‘}?m:;:go
P g et A1 ‘be
ill | feet d where it passes over and the mew building, ~ An (:xcuvav jon wil
:!I\lg ! e‘:‘\"il;lti:ge z.:{iv :fo tl?zt oxe:}?m\ge. Tbep floors of here to nﬁ:r{i Ill)gl?ltd"o the b%senﬁegt,o :l:\’:ll{ xl‘:‘::/i t(l:‘l:gu‘il:s
+ o E
v building and the telephone exchange will out the whole building. Eae \
;I:)et :l‘]z“l%eb‘llgve;:‘%mt the ineqnul?ty will ?e tg!'{én up gf lkmnfn?1 uc%?‘r:ig:?gnt‘:(:?h ob:‘chu(;‘s: e]:::::xocses“:o:ts;?:
by staircases. which: will give off at the different badl o1 he g e o the o oo
levels hetween the old building and the nexw. In from the corridors, situas e e o
wll possibly be ings. The latrines will have an open platfor
- some yenre the tol.epllvn.e e gl h h.  On the ground floor also in ronnexion with
vacated, and then its height can be brought up to the approach. % o e tanat rene il be
lovel of the new building in the form of new offices the two large rooms ngngﬂm o stranvnoie
The-new oftices will have a frontage of 126'_&. 6 in. to. four strong-rooms. r‘; e e e oo a0
in-street, 211 ft. 6 in. to Oddfellows'-place, and  are more liberally provided. m 4 or al
gsz';k}z"i‘.:':ﬁm Iane to the north of the post-oﬂicé pl‘lo- there will %f, ncgommod:mo.vhf%r m:s::i':ﬁc;rsi:ugx;guiz
; Vo attempt has been made to apply any of the officors. e basement will be p 3
g;:g.to‘a:v ﬁ:d?:;gllnl' requirements of any Department spect wn%nccomn.\ndnu.on sxmx]nr{fn‘t;il:‘nt‘etizpt}il:nﬁl:'ltl)r;ﬁ
3 ion i he Taxa-  floor. he portion given over to .
except that when the first section je completed ¢! 0 ' o e e war-
i will have first elnim on the space pro-  will contain a battery rgom an ge sp! e
u%r:sdl.)epn'lr‘m:":ection will provide 30,300 square feet. age of' cablef, aceessories, and other articles belonging
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to the Tele, hone Department. On the basement floor
still more liberal strong-room dation is_pro-

¥

P Lt v
usual fire sorvices will be provided.  Theére. are higher
buildings in Adelaide. This building will not be too

vided undeér the eatrance to the nmain building, Under
cach entrance there will be threo strong-rooms and &
mnin switeh:room is provided for the elcotrical sorvices
l:r.oughrmco.the building,  The'bnsement. will also con-
tain the latrine accommodation for the male staff of the
Telephione Department. The lighting of tho. basement
will be secured by pri ie lights in the puvement in
addition to the vertical windows 5 feet high in the
front_ of the building, so that the rooms there oan be
nsed. if necessary as offices, The necommodation facing
the aren behind will +be lighted by windows of the
full height. .All the rooms in the basement can be
used either as offices or for the storago-of records, On
the first floor the telephone accommodation will be a
large oloak and locker room suitable for the require-
ments of the telephone staff, a rest room: for the girls,
a medieal observation‘rnoq for the girls who fall ill, and

high-for the water pressuro to-reach the top. The-same
form of floor coustruction. to be-adopted in: the: altered
post-office is to be adopted in this building, a modifica-
tion of tho mushroom construction suitable for floors
with light loads. The floor load in the avérage store
would be from 100 Ibs: to 400 lbs, per foot. Here
wo can caleulate on 4 lond of 80 lbs, per square foot.
The sashes and. frames of the: windows will: e of stésl.
T do not think that wire glazing will bo necessary. Thé
fire risk would only arise from. our own property ad:
Jjoining.  There is a wide right-of-way at tha back of
the: building, aid no fire on tho other side of the ad:
Joining streets is likely to affect us.

2. To Senator Foll—We. are making provision: for
twice the space at. present required by the Qomsnon-
woalth Deparfments in Adelaide. The portion 6f the
site not. covered by the first section of the huilding will

tod b

& achool room, The of the space 4

the. first, floor is exactly as. described I;Qr this ground
floor,* with the same large rooms, strong-rooms, and
sopnr?!ellaqrme accommodation. On the gecond floor
the telep dation is similar to-that
provided on the floor bolow. There will be a- luncheon
room for the operators, and a separate luncheon room
far‘ the monitors. The remainder of the floor space
1 Just as deseribed on the othor floors; large spaces
capable of being kept large or divided to suit require-
ments of Departments: I anticipate that it will be
mostly used in large spaces, and. that there will not be
80 much corridor as is.shown on the plans,  On the
third floor the telophone accommodation will be & dor-
mitory containing five beds for girls who are indisposed,
and a toilet room. Off the dormitory there will be a
bathroom, 2 fumigating cupboard, and ‘& store for linen,
Off the toilet room there. will be lavatory d

B P 7. temporary buildings belongingto the
Post: Office: for the next. three- or four years, so that
we 'shall not be able to go on with this building-to: ita
full sizo until that time. In order tor make provision
for the Taxation Department we suggest that we should
go on with half of the- building mow, that is: the
uorthern half. Of cours, if the Federal Taxation De-
partnient disappears, tho neccommodation will be there
to' be let to tenants if the Commonivealth: Government
does nob usorit, Tt will be a-suitable site for getting-a
fair rental return, It is the next building to the Post
Office, which is supposed to- be the Charing Cross' of

Adelnide: It is 2 very good thing in every capital -

city for the Goverument to keep in mind: the necessity
for ‘being in a position to provide office accommodation
agrit ig. required, Locking at the- question broddly, from
that stand-point, there is o doubt whatéver that the

tion with a fresh ait cut off. On the fourth floor the
the dation for the. Teleph Department is
d.ropped out altogether,  The whole of the accommoda-
tion provided for will be for Departments outside the-
post-office, and in the same form as on other floors. J
bave provided on this floor a flat roof on ench corner
of the building in order to soften the break between the
post-office and' the higher building, The basement will
be 12 feet high, the ground floor 15 feet high, the first
ﬂaor,Asecu_nd floor, third floor, and fourth floor each 13.
ft. 6 in, high,  The reason. for having these high floors
is that if the aren of. accommodation is left in one big
room a ceiling lower than 13 ft..6 in. high would not be
proportionate in appearance. It would be healthy
enough, but would not look so well. Therefore to mest
the contingency of the rooms: being used as large rooms
the height of the room is to be 13 ft. 6 in.  As the
Committee will remember, & ot water scheme has beon
introduced for heating the General Post Office, and wo
intend to make-use of that apparatus for heating this
building also.  If it. is. desired to have dining accom-
modation in the new building one of the rooms on the
top floor can be used for the purposs. We have not
allocated any of: the floor space to any partieular func-
tion, The floors will be jarrah in narrow boards, nailed
direetly into the concrete without the intervention
of joists, The corridors will be-laid with jarrah blocks
lying in bi on the ., The ent vesti-
bule on the ground floor will be laid with Angaston
marble. The walls coming into the vestibule will also
be lined' with this. marble. There will be granolithic
sieps in the staircases 4. ft. 6 in. wide. There will be
thres sutomatic elcctric 1ifts 7 £t. 6 in. by 6 feet, a size.
which will enable them to take big Joads. ‘Theve will
be a flat conercte roof approached by stairs. It ean
be used, for recreation.  There.will be no- structures
on the roof except the covering. of the lift machinery,
which will. not be seen except at a distance from the
building. There will be very littlo risk of fire, Tho

P is p d' to. bring sbout such a con-
dition of ‘affairs in Adelaide, We have-the land, and it
should be utilized by this. building, and extensions -to-it,
it by unit, as the necessity arises: The Jaud hag cost
the Government in. purchase money and in scerned loss
of interest about £30,000. Tf this loss of interest eon-
tinues at’ the rate of 5 per cent. on £30,000 it means
£1,500 per year. Thevefore, ns an ordinary business
proposition the earliest possible. steps should be taken
to make the aren reproductive. Any ordinary business
man would do it with a block of land in themiddle of
a oity. Tt will be good business for the Government to
concentrate all their offices in Adelaide in one building,
at.a cost of £115,000. They will be saving money in
many directions. * Even with building construction at
its present high cost, I think it will be & good step
for the Government to- teke, Tho cost of several mate.
rials has come down distinetly.  Cement is slightly
cheaper, steel is considerably cheaper, and some varie-
ties of timber are decidedly cheaper. Thero has been
no-change in' the cost of labour or bricks, I anticipate
that there is a possibility of this building costing less
than our estimates; but as.there is so much human error
in prophcsyi'ng, I hesitate to say that this will be the
ease. I anticipate, howovor, that the financial aspect
of this matter will be ensier to the Government than
our figures to-day suggest; and by the time this bujld-
ing ia ereeted I would not be surprired to seo. it cost

10 per cent. less than our present: estimate,, Aftor |

actunl. construetion is begun, tho first section, o cost
£50.000, shonld take something like twenty months to
build. e shall bo obliged to put up a temporary
wall, which muy cost. £700 or £800,

3. To Mr, Mathews—I should; think: that, if neces-
sary, space could be provided in. the. now building for
Federal members, I have not heard of any coms
plaint ghnt the scattered nature. of the Commenwealth
offices in Adelnide hog an effect on public business,
The principal complaints, I have heard are that the
offices noiw occupied by Commonwealth Departments
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are ovércrowded,, not flreproof, and badly ventilated
and lighted; Tho public have. not yet enjoyed the con
ditions of having the Commonwenlth offices concen-
trated, and consequently have not realized the incou-
vénionee to which they are being put. I think it is
uito cloar to overy one connected with the Goverument
that it is. an age to have i of
officos in each. city. Steps are now bemny taken to
bring this about in Syduey and Melbourne, and we
have started on a proposal fo do the samo in Brisbane.

* It haes slrendy been done in Perth, This Committes

is now, considering the matter for Adelaide. The rental
paid by the Commonwenlth to private owners, although
3t i 2s. §d. per square foot per nnnum at the prosent
timé, may be higher when the present leases expire.
That has been the experience elsewhere. The original
cost of the block of land on which the building is to
be ereetéd was £23,700, The purchase was made
seven: years ago.  With loss of interest on that
amount, the present value to the Commonwealth 13
a Jittle over £30,000. There will be no necesaty to
make provision for vehicles to geb into the light space
between the telephone exchange and the new building.
Access fo the b of the telept cehange 13
obfained from the post office right-of-way. We are
providing for all the usual fire appliances,

8a. To Senator Foll—In préparing the design, we
have paid due consideration to the fnct that the State
Goverument may hand over to_the Federal Government
the control of taxation and electoral matters, If the
Commonwealth: Government do not seize an oppor-
tunity like this to provide and extend accommodation
for these various funetions they will not be doing their
duty. The public have heen very long-suffering in
togard to conveniént offices, but the trouble is now
being: gradually overcome. One of the worst features
at thé presént time i3 that development along these
lifies is not. 5o attractive a proposition as it would be
if building were cheapet.

4. To Senator Plain—Tenders conld be cailed for
the building within, two months. The working draw-
ings aré complete, and a number of the detail drawings.
The specifieations have yet to be written, but they eould
bo completed in five or six weeka, No provision lus
been made on this' year's parliamentary estimates for
this iotk. In auy case, however, there would be very
little expenditure underiaken before the next estimates
vere authorized. A danger of the existing rented
offices is the risk of fire, Anotlier source of leakage
in. ocetpying rented premises is the sickness of the
staff, and. the impossibility of having proper super-
vigion. The serviee: in the now buildings should bo
more economical and more satisfactory. It will be pos-
tible to have n dining room on the roof of the new
building, but I should not like to see one put thero.
Some day in the future we may be obliged to do some-
thing of the sort; but there is no necessity for doing it
at present. I would rather go on extending the build-
ing as required. Yn sny case I wonld allow the staff to
proménade. on the roof, .

5. To- Senator Newlard—I am dllowing 9s. a yard
for the femovat of spoil from the basement: Tt will
have to be garted to the Mile Ehd railway yard to be
disposed of. The tiouble is that Adelnide is a level
town, and no ohe reqhires spoil for filling purposes.
The cost is iin the curtuge. On the flat voof there will
be rinforced three-ply malthoid lail on eonerete
bedded- in: mastic.  That i to. make the flat roof
waterproof. 1 am satisfied -that we can get a good
foundation: In connexion wiih the Ceneral Post Office
we had to.sink a shuft to the gravel bed to- dispose of
the surface water. That shalt will be used for this
building also. If it were not for tfe hot watex boiler
in. the post. office it would he necessary to provide
£4,500 instend of £3,300-for 2 ot-water service in the
new building. Thé building will' be plastered smooth

inside, and to imitate sandstone outside, The cost of
plastering will bo u big item, but the biggest will be
the eoncreto work on the floors: and stanchions. We
propose to call tenders for the work, There would be
very few fittings in it. Those the Departments will
bring with them. Al engineering costs are provided
for in our estimates. ' No caretaker’s quarters will
be provided for. It is far better to have a watchman.
coming on duty at night, and remaining awake all
night. No provision has been mude for stalling a
vacaum cleaning apparatus. A portable one will prok-
ally be chinined., We are propesing to install in
other buildings a portable apparatus instend of wmtro-
ducing pipes and conpecting the hose at different
points. N

8. To Mr. Mathews—The temporary well will be
waterproof. Ii will be a 9-in. \\'nﬁ, and the bricks in
it will be used when we go ahead with the second
scetion,

Pt

(Taken at Adelaide.)

FRIDAY, 24t MARCH, 1922.
Skerionan CoMurrTes,
DPresent:

Senator Newranp, in the Chair;
Senator Toll, Mr, Mathews,
Senator Plain, \

1Turold Bruee Jackson, Acting Chief Clerk, Federal

Taxation Office; South “Austfalia, sworn and
examined.

7. To Senator Newland.—I have come to tell the
Committee the accommodation required by the Taxa-
tion Office, and that which we now oceupy in rented
prem’ses. The information I shaull give has been pre-
pared by Mr. Hamilton, the Deputy Commissioner and
myself. [t is as follows:i—

The oftices now oceupied by the South Australian
Braneh of the Federal Taxation Office are located
in Hindmarsh Buildings, which are situated at the
coiner. of Gienfell-street and Hindmarsh-square,
about 880 yards.from the Genersl Post Office. The
existing lease expires at the end of September next,
the rent payable thereunder bLeing £1,752 per
annum for 17,192 square feet. of spice, or approxi-
mately 2s. per foot. Of the total space of
17,192 square feet, approximately one-quarter, or
4,07¢ square feet, is taken up by corridors and
lavatories, inquiry room and lobby for public,
Juncheon room for females, and filing presses for
returns, leaving about 13,114 square fect as a work-
ing space for the preseit staff of 250 officers, which
gives an average floor space per officor of 52.5
square feet. Owing, however, to the unsatis-
factory “lay-out” of the premises, the avernge
space per_officer is not uniform, and camuot be
made miform nder existing conditions.  Con-
sidered from the aspeet of efficient organization,
tho present. premises are unsatisfactory beeanse—

(e) there are too many partitions and eor-
ridors;
(b)- lift accommodation is inadequate;
(c) there are no strong-rooms.
* The highly important papers kept. in the: office
are subject to constant danget from fire because
of—
(u) the: absence. of 'strong-rooms nlret:dy men-
tioned ; o
(b) the presence in the sime building of a
furniture shop,
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A further and important reason for the present
premises boing unsatisfactory is that the staff. hns
complained from time to time of unsuitable work-
ing conditions, and-s medical report received con-
sequent. upon a_visit from representatives of the
Commonwealth Department of Health goes to show
that in the Assessing Branch—

¢a) there has been overerowding ond inade-
quate veutilation; .

(b) conditions have existed which favoured
the apread of tubercular infection;,

(c) reforms should be at once initiated re-
garding air space and ventilation,

In this connexion it may be added that the
system of ventilation. in the Assessing Branch is
the snme as that in other branches. There have
been eases of pulmonary dieease in the offics, and
the medieal report shows that tliey have been dus
in part to the conditions of work—insuiicient
ventilation and heating, cxedssive draugliiness,
and insufficient air spree.. If the desired reforms
are to be made, the only practical commse open is to.
secure enlarged preififess, and the Deputy Commis-
sioner has been advised: that it may be possible
1o serure an additiondl floor in the present, build-
ing. The space now ocenpied consists of the first
and. eecond floors, and. part of the ground' floor,
and, as. already stated, povers 17,192 square feet.
The third floor, if seenred, would give an addi-
tional spaco of about 7,160 square: fect; or a total
space of, sny, 24,342 square feet. The average
staff provided for on the Estimates for the eoming.
financial' year 1992-23 is 289, or an incrcase of
about 20 per cent. of the average staff which has
been employed to date duriug the current financial
voar. It is probable that tho 24,342 square feot
referved to will suffiee for the Department for the
next three years, say, until Ooto};ar, 1925, This
areq: eludes corridors, &e.; the net working space
being approximately 19,250 square feet only. If a
modern building were made ava'lable during 1925
t would be advisable to reserve at lenst 24,000
squirt feet, exelusive of passages and lavatories,
as a working space for the staff, A further provi-
sion of, say, 6,000 square feet should be made for
future expansion, giviug a total of 30,000 square
fect for the administration of the Federal Taxa-~
tion Acts during the next. ten years, The some-
what conservative increase between the require-
ments-of 1925 and 1932 may be accounted for by
the probability that, whilst there would be a nor-
mal growth, the Department by that time should
have: suceeedéd in: discovering the majority of de-
faulters for the earlier taxation years. To pro-
1ide additional: accommodation in anticipation of
tho amalgamation of Federal and State Taxation
Tiepaitments, it is estimated that swh provision.
should be about 12,500 square feet, or a total of
42,500 square feet, to liouse the joint Federal and
State staffs. The stafl employed at present by the
State Taxation Department is helieved to bo less
than onehalf of that employed by the Federal:
Office, but the space available for the use of the
State Department is possibly not less than 15,000
square feet, as eompared with 17,200 square feet
now arcupied by the Federal Department. The
foregoing estimates have been made on the assump-
tion that the Federal taxation laws will maintain
their present general characteristies. Provision of
modern office a jon fully equipped- with
passenger lifts, and, if' deemed necessary, with sub-
sidiary smaller lifts for the speedy passage of files
from. floor to floor, would tend to reduce the num-
ber of s omployed. An inspection of the
plats of the building proposed to be erected in
Franklin-street leads the Deputy Commissioner to

any thot such a huilding would clparly be more

* ghiitable thifin- thid ohg'iotv-oedupied, dveil if ‘il were

necessary. for a time to oceupy four half-floots, T4
would bo advisable, however, to provide that ko
Taxntion Department could ultimnately spread out
by-oceupying full floors-in. tho completed building,
Leeause of the obviois advantages to bo dorived
in- improved organization and smipervision of a
large atafl. The ad of.a central sitiatic

for the Federal U'axation 'Office rest' mainly -upos
the facts that the. majority of taxpayers reside-in
the metropolitan arer of tlie State, and the
mejority of payments,of tax are imade in peréon..
The followiiig table shows the -comparative. dis-
tanees from (@) present preinises, dnd (b) General

- Post Office cornor, of the various public officos,

e, e
’ prom Fherat: Foost Gonerst
“Taxation Offico. - Post Office.
. Yarde. Yar
To General Post'Offico corner 830 .. —
“To Commonwealth Bank,

Sub-Treasury and Audit

Deépartment .. . 580 .. 2407
To State Toxption Office .. 640 .. 240
To Survey Office ... .o 840 .. 44
To Lands Titles Office .. . 2000
To Commonwenlth Publie

Service Inspector (pre-

sent site - . 350 .. 600

To Electoral Offiee: (present
site) .. . . 55¢ .. 310
T'o Supreme Court .. 1,800 .. 400

To Railway Station 1400 .. 880

Trom the point of view of the public travelling by

either tiam or train, the. advantages of the Gene-

ral Post Office site: dre obvions. On-the other hand,
threo or four of the officers of: the ]'Jepnrfmont are
continiuously employed visiting, varidus State and

Commonwealth oflices, so that the travelling, time

which would: be saved to the Department by a. re-

moval to the proposed’ new site would be quite
considerable, Rensons: in support of the provision
for inerensed dation niay be ized

briefly— .

(1) A large proportion of the staff performs
high-class work of a technical nature,
and, genernlly ‘speaking, all elasses of
officers work under conditions of stress
for a more or less lengthy period each
year. Provision should be made for
luncheon rooms for both malé and
female officers,

(2) The work of trncing defaulters is pro-
ceeding, but 5 by no means complete,
and some years must elapsé before the
Depertment's requirements in accom:
modation will' depend only on the three
factors of (a) industrial and economic
conditions, () increasing population,
and (c) possible changes in legistation.
(3)- At the present time; filing accommoda-
. tiow for both returns and' inflex cards

is inadequate, many of therfiling presses
heing overcrowded. Not only should
filing nccommodation be adequate, but
also the floor space.available must per-
mit; of the presses being arranged: with
a view to good working conditions-and:
supervision,

(4) The number of new registrations of ‘in-
come: tax returns in respect of the last
three taxation years is shown here-
under :—

1019-20 returns; due by ‘31st
August, 1819—14,000. .

T ThebBn debien,
<o Kughist, 1920—20,000.

1921-22 returus, due by 18t
L+ Addgust, 1921-14,000:

dug by Bfet

NERR «(8) The mecessity for action by the Depart-

‘mont: to- sdeufe lodgmient of returns
Coe wliich should have been lodged’ volun-
. tarily is:shown by the figurcs extracted
L '~1ab',the 28th February, 19922, as fol-

oiys i—

T

. | Lodged. to
| b Iededto] o, EUFD., | 1nerease.

" 1918. | 1018 | 6,000 | 08283 | 10,253
1010 F 1019 | e5iu3- | O7ESE. [ 12,865

3020 | 9s9ss | umeer, | 23,08
w2l | 2631 | teror | nLies’ | 3987
A i | aba37

‘," . “from  tithe to

6) Tli‘e‘ total nuinber of returns. recgived in
tid calendar years 1919, 1920, anid 1921,

. 'in_reipeet of the six finangial years.
C0 e 1013418 to 102122, inclusive, was @3
v . llﬁxler, and distlosed. an avernge aniial.
neredie in returs recoived of about
;14 per: cent.:—Calendad year 1919,
100,741 roturas, 8 per cent. ingrease;
» . ‘chlendar your 1920, 100,708 roturns,
+ Y1 pér ceit. lindrense; enlendar year

1921, 136,102 returns, 24 per cent. in-

.. ereasg.
"(7), The Inmwards ‘Correspondenco reeoived'
" {exdliding taxation roturns) during th
three. finanginl yeirs has. bpen:—
¢ cided §0th June, 191!

919, 38,620;
0th_June, 7020, 54,013;

Lo d
yeur ended
© yenr ended 80th Juno, 1091, 08,784
©. L (8) The fm‘cgo‘i._ng. fgurey disclose o steady

incdehlsé i the relurns_reccived, all
whigh ‘must ‘be_expmined by assessors
to determine whether they are tazable
of non-taxable. The. Federdl system of
takation calls for a greafer amount of
LT work in ‘the esfmination of returns
7 thila does that of the State, conse.
y ratively larger staff of
quitef, Again, the In-
_oome Tak Assessment Act has recently
. "been.amended to provide for the averag-
in the incomes of priimary pro-
and this, in\nqutign can ‘he: Xz
neéess;g!n.e fucrenses in staff
ime. Moreoyer, the
Federal' income }gxution
eater number of taxpayers
does the State legisiation, Cou-
01 tly thefe mush .be grester, pro~
n for records and for records staff.
the development, of . the, Depart-
ni, the eqdr; thorough charagter .
9€sing work
and

i

it

linber ' pf_namder-
tor be’ istied"find tax to e col-

; 0 the.
C oo lesd than

: squiire ooty ‘wotildy veducé the “pei-
_ identage; obstaof collébtivi.,. u

" The {\[elﬁﬁﬁ he average, I undérstind, i
¢ oE

If'thie husnber of réturtis corititues to incronse it the
ratio: of the past there ‘will be a slight jitcrease in the
fiiinber” of staff étfiploydd. Th our present promisos the
Depity Cominissioner has ample room, but the Assis-
taitt Colimidsionér’s rooin iy only 14 feet by 12 feets
Tlteso Fporns are on: the ground floot. The entertain-
ments tax officors aro badly off for room. They are
obliged to work in & room 16 fest by T4 feet on the
giotind Ador. O tliis floot also there is a room 98 feet
by 38 feet ocoiipied By thoe cashior and’his staff. The
.space for thd piablic is 17 feet by 87 fect. All inquiries
and paymchts are madé on thd ground floor. On the
gist ﬁ(};x i meigds Bfl““ih hq.slﬁvo io]?mé conneeted
by an opening in the wall, the total space baing, approxi-
Adtely, 02 féot by 28 feot, dheluding 41l filing presses,
The Chiof Clérk and thé staff clerk are situated on the
first floor, -in a room 21 feet'by 17 feet. The mailing
room is 30 feet by 29 feet, the storercom 28 feot b;;
20 feét, ‘the tancheon-room, for fennles, 41 feet by 2

feot, 'aridl the gorrespondence and typists’ room 52 fect
by 23 feét. On the second: floor the Land Tax Records
Offico js 41 feot by 22 feet, inclnsive of filing -presses.
The Valuation Branch oceupics n_rdom 42 feet by 28
foet: The chief valuer’s foom is 29-fect by 9 ft. 6 in.
The Statisties Braneh is in a room. %9 ‘fect by 14 feot.
The Default. Brancli occupics, 23 feet. by 41 feet space,
and: the Assebsing, Branch 57 fect by 52 feet. If we
‘soeure the floor above. us wo. will have an additional
gross space-of approximately 7,150 feot, of which. 1,000.

squaré feet will be absorbed by corridors, There ure
additional lavatories on the third floor: which would be-

available for miy of the staff placed on -that floor.
There are no strong rooms in the building. If our
docunonts were burned. it would.be a very serious loss
16 ‘the Department. AV our titles, and decds, and extra
important doenments ave locked iu o safe in the
Cashier’s Branch on the ground flugr. The bulk of the
vicotds are simply stored in ordinary presses, The
provision of adeq g ) dati
an udgont nedessity. Income tax retwrns, which con-
tain ‘Balnyeeshoets and profit and Joss accounts, may
bo cthssed ns ihportant docwments. The whole con-
corn i otly ad five rigk. There is a furniture shop
on’the groind foor v _the bnilding we decupy, and a
pleture-machine agent is also located ih the building,
but he déés not store films, There is a wmotor eycle
ostablishnient-on the ground-floor, and a wholesale: soft-
¥ \wit dlso. At fhovear, across a narrow lane,
chidss, and Felstend’s warchouss. The base-
t is Gegupipd by o furnitire man, who stores lino-
Tetuns. th The position is vefy dangerous, Some of
tho sthff Jinve complained; gnd ‘their complaints were
veferred to the Works Direetor] following on which an
investigation: wag wifidertaken -by the Commonwealth
medioy] 'anthotities, Theve dfiicers inveftigated the
caunes of sickness, and-examitied: o1l ‘the medical certifi-
outis shpplied by the stafl. Statistics Telating to these
have been furnihed in ‘Dr. Hohe's report, from which
T have extracted the following ‘fgutes;—
Axerage days’ sickness. per employee—
Males, 8 and over .. .. 931
Males under 18 ., .. mil
Females, 18°and over .. 13.93
Femaleg:under 18 .. .. 2.

“Totals—+18 and over .. 10.76.
tnder 18, oL

" Grawd totil for ullieniployees 10:64
e =

10.6. There

*is Buly o1 the biiFine uded dlso by tennts
on Hlie’ hif 4 . d iw
taking dodumer The

lift is. in- such conisfaiit"use by othierspersons that our

d te strong ion, is

.



messengers are usually erowded out, and this causes
delsy. We do not send décumonts to the Suryey De-
partment. Our officers go to the Lands Title Ofiice to
ezamine plans and make extracts und copies. It cecu-
pics o considersble time, becnuse our office is half-a-
mile away. Probably -our journeys to and from the
Post Offico are most frequent, We collect and deliver
our own mails at the Post Office. Inm the luncheon-
roum there is a couch; there are slso two lockers, There
is no retiring-reom. where a sick girl can lic down, If
a girl falls suddenly ill, as sometimes occurs, wo have
ty send her to ler home. There is a gas ring in the
luncheon-room where' the girls. can make tea. No
luncheon accommodation is provided for male em-
ployees. I believe that the health authorities would
compel a private employer to take steps to improve the
working conditions which are under the requirements
of the Act. In regard to the apparent decrease o' no -
registrations of returns in 1921, generally speaking,
fhe year ending 80th June, 1920, was & period of pros-
perity as compared with the previous year, There was
practically very little unemployment, and wages had
increased. Consequently a large number of persons
who were previously not liable to make returns had to
ludge them in that year. There was a drop'in the fol-
Inwing year, indicating that the work of the Department
was not growing to the same extent as in former years.

8. To Senator Foll—Thera will be a reduction of
revenue owing to' the recent amendment of the Act, but
it will not be very substantial. The people will still
have to make returus, but the revenue. derived will ber
somewhat less. Our work will be practically the same.
Whereas, a man who had-an income of £100 proviously
had to lodge a return, the minimum has now been
raised to £104, so. that there is only a- difference of £¢
on which to work.

9 To Senator Plain~~The staircase in the building
wa oneupy now is wooden. The premises were originally
used as & boot factory. There have already been. two
fires there. The lift is. electrical, and all iron. There
is also a wooden staircase at the back, The health
statistics were taken for the yoar ending 31st December,
1821, Messengers are employed by us to do the mail
work, A search elerk visits the Launds "litle Office.
Officers of our Department are continually at the
Courts for the collection of taxes and the rccovery of
mouneys under judgments, The building we oceupy is
very defective in regard to the preservation of the
secrecy of returns. As. the tenants on the third floor
use the same stairs and corridors it would be practi-
eally impossible to prevent collusion on the part of any
of our officers with these people.

10. T'o- Senator Foll—We would require 12,500
square: feet of additional space if the State Govern-
ment handed over to the Federal Governntent tite col-
lection of the State Taxation. I believe that if that
were done it would be a source of saving to the tax-
payers of South Australia,

11, o Mr. Mathews.—Tn arriving at the cost of col-
lection fignres our Department takes into seconnt the
ront of the premises we occupy., If we ave housed in
a Government building it will be a fair charge against
our costs to debit us with so much per. annum as rent.
I do not know what the estimated eost of new offices
will be, but T know that when we come. to renew our
present lease our rent will be moie than 2s. per
square foot  Approximately, half our employees nre
females. The conditions under which the staff work
are not couducive to the best service. Supervision is
difficult, owing to there being so many corridors. Mr,
Hamilton has seen the plans of the new offices; and ho
approves of them, generally speaking. There is a care-
taker who lives in the building' we now occupy.

The witness withdrews

$

Charles Herbert Uttley Todd, Oommonwealth Works'

. Director for the State of South Australia, sworn and
axamined.

12. To Senafor Newland.~~Mr, Murdoch having
dealt with the building itself, I proposerto confine iy
remarks to the proposed occupants. At present there
gre certain. Departmeits scattered over Adelaide.
When I came hera two years ago the lease of the pre-
aiges oceupied by the Taxation Department had just
expired, and to renew it we had to pay an increase of
25 por cent., which was below the figuro originally
asked-by the owner, which we: were.suscessful- in getting
reduced. Since then, however, the Taxation Depait-
ment has re-assessed.city property, considerably increas-
ing, the taxation upon. it; and I.am aware that as:soon
a8 the present. lease expires we are faced with a large
inerenss in rent. It is quite safe to assume that if the
growth of rentnl was. 25 per cont. between 1917 and'
1920, it will bo 25 por cent. again,.so that the premises
we now secure for £1,752 per annum will probably eost
us a further 25 per cent. on that amount. Mr. Jack-
son, in- giving' évidence, mentioned that the floor space
of the Taxation Department was rented at 2s. per
square foot. He was referring to the grosy aren. The
effective floor space occupied by his Department is just
under 14,000 square feet. Mr, Goodwin, the Common-
wealth Surveyor, rather overstated the effective floor
space jn the return which Mr. Murdoch quoted: yester-
day. The effective floor space in the Taxation Depart-
ment s costing us per square foot just under 2s,6d.,
and over 2s, 5d. n’ we have to pay an increase of 25
per eent. on that, which I de not doubt we will have to
pay, it would bring, the annual rental of the Taxation
Department to over 3s. per square foot of effective floor
space. At the time these premises wers leased, they
were the only’ buildings with the amount of space re-
quired' available. Weo had to. take them, and once a
Department occupies 2 building like thia it is a very
diffieult matter to. shift, unless yow are forced to do so.
There is a decent building in Currie-street of fairly
modern construction, which has heen ereoted since the
Taxation Department commenced operations. It does
not afford the convehiencés.proposed to be given in our
Commonwealth building, and yet the occupiers are
being asked to pay between 4s. and 5s. per square foot.
The poorest' offices, situated around the light wells, are
rented at, 4s, per square foot, and the best offices are
rented at 5s. per square foot of effective floor space.
In Darling Buildings we are now paying 4s. 4d. per
square foot for cffective: floor space for an. office for
the Investigating Officer. Our offices. in Brookman’s
Buildings are rented at 2s. 103d. per square foot for
all' floor space, effoctive and non-effective, The sub-
Treasury is paying nearly 5s. per square foot of effec-
tive floor space for its accommodation in the Royal
Bxchange Building, in King William-street, The
Customs Departinent are paying 5s. per square foot
for office accommodation on the ground floor in. Eagle
Chambers, Pirie-streat. Ageinst this we have to sot
the Electoral Braweh, which is paying only 2s. per
square foot, and the Works Director's Office, for which
the rent is under 1s. 6d. per square foot. However,
when the latter lease expires I have not the slightest
doubt we shall be obliged to pay a.considerable increase
if we wish to renew, These laases were all made in the
time of depression, when it was not sure which way
the war would go. I am intrusted, with the task of
renewing lenses, and' my conviction, Based on past
experience, is that we are faced with. an all-round 20
per cent, increase within the next two years for the
premises we. now occupy. Any possible reduction in
the rents of private premises is counterbalanced by the
inerense.in taxation. There has been a. heavy re-
assessment of city properties to produce revenve, and
this hae. to be passed on, The-rents in Alma Chambers

Yiave beerr doubled since T came to Adelnide. There is
ho Austialian ecity in which properties have not in-
oreased in remtal value. The question of the health
of the taxation officers has been briefly mentioned by
Mr. Jackson, I do not think he suffieiently empha-
sized the serious condition of affairs that might casily
obtain in tho oxisting premises if we are to be guided
by the medical officer’s roport. The necessity for the
romoval of the officers is more serions than Mr. Tack-
son has made out, The Commonwealth medieal officer
has told me that we ought to get the employees into
better premises at the earliest possible date, The tenor
of lils report is that a large amount of the sickness in
the offices is due to tho confined quarters in. which the
staff are working. The medical officer lins assured me
that, for & couple of years’ further occupancy, with
the safeguards he recommmends, it is not worth while
making two moves if we are to have Federal offices
built. ~ He recommends that more space should he
oceupied, and that the ventilation should be fmproved.
Wé propose to take more space on the third- floor,
which, of coufse, will immediately inerense the cost of
running the Department,, and induce a more favorablo
comparigson: with the Commonwenlth building, propoeal.
When our lenses expire, in some cases we shall be on
monthly tenancies, where we shall always be exposed to
the danger of receiving notice to quit  Some landlords,
in view of the fluctuations of remntal values, arc not
prepared to grant long Teases; but, speaking generally,
the property owners are fair-minded men, and they are
not likely to spring a surprise on one st a month's
notice. In two years' time, when our leases expire, we
may safely estimate that we sholl be required to pay
25 per cent, more rent in Adelaide than we ure paying®
to-day, luding the additional dation re-
quired. This morning' T took the opportinity of asking
one of the biggest contractors in Adelnide his price for
the excavation of Lasemeuts, inclnding delivery to Kes-
wick, about the same distance away ns Mile End. 1le
says that it is 12s. 2. yard under a contract just scoured;
so that the departmental estimate of 9s. for the removal
of the spoil from the new building i3 a very fair esti-
mate, because the mnount to be moved in our enze will
be considerably greater than is inclnded in- the eontract
T have just referred to. Cartage is the denvest it>m in
Adelaide in this regard.  The detailod. plans of the
uew building, were prepared in the head office.

13. To Senator Foll —Tt is intended to earry out the
new building by contract,

14. To Mr. Mathews.—The best Blackwood bricks
cost £4 18s. per 1,000, We can buy a brick at £¢ 143,
per 1,000, delivered in Adelaide.  But the prize of
bricks is not worrying us very much in connexion with
this building; becanse we shall recover sufficient brieks
from the General Post Office alterations to sell them
again to the new Commonweslth offices.  Cement is
rather dear, but Mr. Murdoch told you that there was
evidence: of a reduetion. in price. *

The witness withdrew.

Horace Percy Beaver, Town Clerk, of Adelaide,,
sworn and examined.
" 15. To: Senator Nowland.—By the courtesy of the
Committee Mr, Richardson, the City Enriuecr, has
shown the Lord Mayor and inyself th- plan. o the pr.-
posed building. From what we hate .cen, we ure

-satisfied that the ratepayers will be very pleased with.

it, QCertainly it will be a great improvement to the

city, The City Engineer repurts.thet every considera-

tion appears to have.been giteu to the varivus fentures
required, in designing a_building of this kind. Gene-
rally lie thinks that.it will be in every way satisfactory.
The Lord Mayor has agked' me to-dttend and. express

Lis. appreciation,

9;

(Takeh at Adelaide.)
MONDAY, 27rit MARCH, 1822,
Srcrional CoMMITTER.

Present:
Sonntor Nrwrano, in the Chair;
Senator Foll, Mr. Mathews,
Senntor Plain,

George Usborne Watts, Technologist, sworn and

examined.

16, T'o Senator Newland.—I wish to bring under the
attention of the Committee a now ceiling material ealled
ealeined gypsum. It is highly suitable for premises
whero even températuves and fireproof ualities are re-
quired. It is deseribed in the Tatest bulletin of the
Bureaw of Standards as the fincet material for ule
clazses of reinforced te buildings where firepx
qualitios are ssentinl. The gypswm is washed, dried,
and caleined. Tt is in the last-named process that the
hardness and other qualitiey ave: sccured.  After cal-
cining, it can be pagsed through one or two other pro-
cesses, which may be regarded ns. seeret, Lut which,
arietly speaking, are nol esseutial. By the misture of
the correct quantity of water, abicut 20 per cent., t.he
material after ealeining is veady for use. In America
sand is added, but it is prefernble to have just tho
psum with water It ahesa harder substance.
ture of sand is fatal to the hardness of the
uaterinl. The shape is seeured Ly pouring into mm:l‘di.
1t has been used for reinforccments for ceilings, The
Americans use blocks of it, The blocks arve formed
in the correct size, and simply fitted in, the joints being
filled with gypsum mortar, The whole substance then
bocomes one. Cores ean be used n the material in
which to place reinforcements. For stress, the Burean,
of Standards have establighed certain facts, which ap-
pear to be quite satisfactory from every stand point.
According to the latest bulletin of the Burean, this
material 18 used extensively in Ameriva. Lavge quan-
tities are used for cvilinws, which are veinfor ed with
hemp or flax. In a large room, calcined gypsum
could be used cast on expanded steel  The thickneas
of tho ceiling should not escecd 3 inches ~ The
aeight of the material would be less than (Im_(.of
conciete of the same size. The thickness of the eviling
would depend on the amount of ﬂmlnrnof'qlmh'tmﬂ re-
quired. It conld be as low as. 3. inch in thickuess,
whicl is.the usual practiee for building work, but where
fireproof qualities and stability are essential, the prac-
tice i3 to have a ceiling 23 juches to 3‘,|m_'hm th _c,k The
Germans. nse this material vory lirgely in hospituls but
their pro-ess i slightly different. They zxeu_t the
gypsum to n higher degree of temperature This wma-
terial will not be: linble to erack 'f proper reinforee-
wont, is need  Tor eeiling without support, T would
veinforee it but, if girders or wonden inists are used.
a certnin amount of hemp could be incorporated, How-
ever, if wooden joists are uscd it discounts the fireproof
quality. For fuside walls these gvpeum slabs eould
ke used quite ensily. The material i valued at £3 10s.
per ton at the factory door. T think ir will work ont
approximately at 3s, 8d. to 4s. per square yard for blocks
3 inches thick. There §¢ su unlimited supp]y‘o.f seed
gypsum at Lake Fowler, ow York Peninsula, This -*m:d‘
gypsum hins not hitherto been used for plaster work in
this country, Lot fli purpose, rock gypsuns, of which
there are snormons depusits. throughont fhe State hins
bheen used ery extensively. There are big leposits of
this on the Coorong, on the Murray side, and aler on
the West Coust, the Paringa line and in the Part
Augusta: district. T have submitted this material to
Mr. Lane, of the Soldier Settlement Board. and Pro-
fessor Chapman hes tasted one of the bloeks T shall
forward the result of his test to the Committee. The
Commonwealth Institute of Science informed me that

<
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the: matter had.,already. been delt with in Australia.
tIhslu(xlll be please(‘lél%e‘.gg\)l;'xﬁit ‘thg intxﬂxﬁal to I\%r. Tedd,
e Commonwe pector of Works in Adelaide.
17. To Mr. .faihla}wfe.— . i b

used in. South Australia, Itean borused. for ccilings
with proper reinforcing. It will not be too eavy. if
weight is an objectiou, the' thickness ean be redueod.
The ovdinaty eéiling of blaster of- paiis Teinforced with
hemp is absut @ inth thick. 1 do mot propese to
252 the taater'al for exterior walls, For cavity work
it capld not be excelled.. Lewis Beygery assures me that
it can be made waterproof with resin ol or linsedd oiki
8. To Senator Newland.—The application of resin
oil or linseed bil would not interfere- with its takin
colour ar paint, but there is.no pecasion fo Waterpioo
the materid] for interior work. T am hot suggésung
ita 260 for exterior Wwork, It is practically the shme ‘as
plhster of aris.  The ldtler 15 made from. the same
base, the only differefice heing that the ealoived gypstim
18 made from g eruder materjal. Tt could be worked up
to bé used ut. any ‘thickness, but I would yot dgo lower
a 9d. to, 5.

than § inch, Which should cost about 1s.
per square yard, about the cost of beaver, board,

(Taken af Melbourne.)
WEDNESDAY, 20rn JARCH, 1929,

Present:
Mr. Gregory, Chairman;
Sentor Foll, , M. Mathows,
Sexafor Plain,, Ar. Parker Moloney.

John Smith Murdoch, Chief Arvchitect, Dépargmem of
Works and Railivays, recailed and further exaimined.
18, Lo the Qhairman.—The proposal to accommo-
date in one builditig all the-Commuonwenlth, oficials in
Adélnide was dissuseed by the Departments.in a general
way in 19 (&, bt heyond a series of conversations.and
tho Snterehange: of some_correspondence nothing was
done. There was some doubt ‘as to.the exact accom-
modation that would' be necessary, as it twas .thought
that. possibly some of the Departments woiild-bo.acedm-
m]égl:}ted in the g«xu-nsionsl torthe General' Post Office
which wero .av that time projected. The inquiry b
the Public Works Caminittee, in 1920, regnrdi({lg fvhos{
extensions bronght the whole subject info focus, and.
tho Comniiticestecommionded: that thePost Gffice build-
ing should be reserved entirely for- postal services, and
that -on the vacant Ll adjoining ‘a new bpilding to.
accommodate tha (ommenwealth Departments in Ade-
luide shonld be evested in stnges over a series of yeaurs,
secording to the: growth of requirements. Follow é
upon hat report, the Pevartnment of Homo.and Terri-
tories, whirh has.charge of all transaetior - eg=~arming
Commonwealth properties, advised. the Department of
Works that it.had:been. informed 'by the Postal Depart-
ment that the Post Officé authorities had mo fuither
use for the vacant land..adjoining the‘General Post Office
ii” Adelaide, and. that suel land would: be available for
the accommodation of cther Defartments if the Go-
veroment 8o desired, Theroupon the Department of
Works prodeeded with the preparafion: of building. plany
for-submigsion to: this‘Gommittee, “Onily witkiin thé last
few months hiis the Postal Departniont disedvered:-that,
in:view of a prospective development of the aitomatic
telophono system in Adelaide an area of land mensur-
ing, v lenst, 86 fect by 140 fret; with means of ohtuin-
ing light on all sides; will Le 1cquired in the immed‘ute
vicinity of ithe General PostOftice. When.'the Depart,
meiit of ‘Works and Railways réceived from the Postal
Deépartnent a letter to-thaf effect, we shgaéited & cote
ference. of officéts reprdsnting the'qli'ffgieht Depart-
ments concerned. Accordingly, o confercice, represon-
tative of the Postal Departient; the Home ﬁ}x‘d?'l"e .
. 1 ! ne Bome g ¥

)

m “.

s materinl has not been:

yays De:

!Pai&;,rPepurmen.t; and_the, Works: and: I ;
epORY WAL

ment. 98 hield, and, ay.a result; thi
prapure L e Ly
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‘that a site: 'cq‘qxill? suil ) ssibly
could, bé optained' for a Fubiré cangg
‘foir asumi'less vijuable than tlie'w, Qortyon-

wealth land, A5, hgweyer, the projéct to eréet
5 i oficog in A’a,emaé"a% 'the . vadant
@by Parliament t6
lie Work a which in course of
vestigations will siecessarily considerthe
question of a site for the telephone exch:
subimitted the matter may e left'to the Com

i

FapH aster m. ¢ tteo

" tg-indieate the piocceding which will'be the'beat to
follow. A

T.T. H 'Ggwnwx‘xvi..i Commonwealth Surveyox-
. er} N -

E. Wooorow, OChigf fnspectgr,,‘ Poatinaster-

L Goneralls: Department.. « o

- R, N, +Partivoron; Acting Chief ‘Electrical
‘Engineer;- Postmaster-General's: Departiént:

J. 8. Murnocn, Chief' Architect, Depirtinent, of'
L Works-and Railways,' * °
Melbourne; 14th December, 1921, - .

quently, the :then Posti ~Gengral (Mr. Wise):
\lvrote to the.Minister.for Worksand i?ail,( Y3 45 ifél)-

lows;— - *

Postmaster<General’s Depaitrierit,
) Treasury Gardons,
Melbourne, 14th December, 1921.

Penr Mr: :Groom.—In connexion with ‘the recent
T nee -to the Parlian 'y Standj; mmit-
tee o Public Works of the-question. of provision
of office accommodation in Adéluide; Soutl Aus-
‘tralia, for var'ous- Commonwedlth Departments, T
deenr it advisable to invite ‘Your attéhtion to .4
memorandum, dated 13th Septeniber, 1021, 'from.
‘the-Secretary of this Departivent to ti:e~Seelrefn 7,
Department of Works and Railways, in which, it
is pointed-out the necessity-for the réseryation; for'
fature telephoné development,.of #t ledsta pértion
of the land gdjacent to {he prosent telophone ex-
change, and-on }vh_lch land it 15 propésed to provide
office. apcqmm - for Commionwedlth Depart.
ments.
2. If the project arhich, has been woferred to the
(‘on‘zlmzttec does:not include provision.for telophone.
purposes, I ider. that the sty for

this should he brouglit under. thamoticerofithe Com-

Sul

nittee at oiice, so that. this.need anay be within'
the knowledge of the Commiitee-when-it.is making
1is‘.mvc,shgquoq‘s.. N s Eoae

N  Yours faithifillly, .
{Sgd) . GroH.Wisr.

_ The Hon., L..E. Groom, M:P, Minister' for'
Works and, Railways, Mél{zt’mtns. A ‘}lsble"r .i?r:

g
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On roceipt. of that lottor. tho Seeretary to the Depart-
ment of Works and Railways wroto as follows. to the:
Becretary of this Committee—

Proroseb New CosiaonweaLrr OrFicTs,
ADELAIDE,

Momorandum. to The Secretary, Parliamentary
Standing Commitiee ou P'nblic Works, Mel-
bourne,

With regard: to the project for the provision.of
office nccommodation in Adelnide, Sonth Australia,
for various Commonwealth Departments, which was
referred by Parliament to your Committes for in-
vestigation on the-6tlr Decomber, 1921, T am dirocted
to forward the attached copy of jeation sent

very desirable for a tclephone: exchange, and the pur-
chiase of this area would leave the vacant land adjoin-
ing the Post Office, which, I repeat, hag cost the: Com:
monwealth over £30,000, available for the crection of
dation for Gov Depariments.  Includ
ing the. present telepl } that sito
196. £t b in. by 211 ft. 6 in, If the new telophone ex-
change building were placed on that site it would' oe-
cupy approximately half the aren, un.d if we are to em-
bark upon a project to provide the office accommodation
that will be required by Commonwenlth Departments
in Adolaide some years honce, we ought to proceed on
a plan that will give us oventually a very lavge building.
OF course, the building would require to bo erected m
at loast two sections, beeause, in aceordance with a re-

to the Minister for Works and Railwnys by the

Postmaster-General, referring to the necessity for

reserving portion of land; adjacent.to the present
lepl Ji or telephone purposes.

The question of the necessity to reserve a site
adjacent to the preseut building for prospective
{élephone exchiange purposes was discussed recently
by o committee of officers of the Departments con-
cerned, and from the report, a copy of which is
.attached, it. would appear that it is considered that
the-alternative coume of obtaining additional Jand'
for telephone exchange purposes and leaving the
.other site for the new Commonwealth offices sﬁquld
be:investigated by your Committee as direetly bear-
ing on the main project referred to. Parliament.

(Sgd.) Warter D. Biverw, Secretary:

That correspondence indicates an aspect of this pro-
posal which was pot referred. to. during the taking of
evidence. by’ the Committes in Adelaide. The Postal
Department anticipates that, within five years, the
erection of an: entirely mew Teleph Excl in

dation made by this Committee, portion of the
site is now occupied by a temporary building which
was erceted to necommodate: certain branches of the
Postal Department in Adelaide whieh had' to be dis-
lodged while alterations to the maih building were being
carricd out. If the new automatic telephoue exchange
oceupies: half of this vacant lind the area remaining
will not be sufficient for the requirements,of other
Departments unless, instead of a.six-story l‘\llI‘dll)g {wons
considerably higher 13 built. To such & project there
would be 1 good deal of opposition on the part of thé
Adelaide people, and: the Works Department tries to
avoid flouting public opinion where possible. The day
of ithe sky seraper, in Australia, is not yet, for, for-
tunately the municipul authorities have taken time by
the forelock and issued vegulations limiting the height
to which buildings may be earried. I think that, in
both: Melbourne and Syduey, the limit. is 132 feet, I
suggest that the Committec might cousider the' advisas
bility of retaining for the accommodation of Depart-
ments the whole of the- vacant site now possessed by
the C wealth, and adhere to the plan plready pro-

Adelaide. will have to be commenced on a site haviug:

a minimum frontage of 88 feet by . depth of 140 feet,
with: means of obtaining light on four sides. If such
o building' were erécted on the vacant Jand adjoining
the General Post Office, approximately half' that area

jeoted, and provide for the mew Futomut'ie telephone
exchange by purchasing an additional piece of land
near by, ‘The island site is snitable in every raspect,
evew though it has not a main street frontage. There
would be 1o undue fire rigk in connexion with a build-

would bo utilized for the purposes of the exchange, and +, ing’ erected thereon, The existing vaeant site is worth

the remaining area would: be-not large enough upon
which to erect a building that would meet the future
requirements of Commonwealth Departments in Ade-
laide, unless it were decided to carry it to a greater
height. Adelaide citizens are opposed to the erection
of anything n the nature of o sky scraper, they
would” prefer that any additions should be kept to
the seale of the existing General Post Office building.
The Postal Department says that. it ennnot now con-
sent to the vacant site being, utilized for other Guiern-
ment Departments. unless suitable provision is made in
the immediate locality of the existing exchange build-

ing. for. a new telophone exchange. As the present

Post Office is the centice of the telophone system, and

all the wires go there; the Postal Dopartment considers

that the ereetion of the new. automatic exchauge in

the. immediate: vicinity' would be in the interests of

cconomy. The vacant:land would be, very suitablo for
ther puiposes of the exchange, ‘but, 15 has been pointed
out:to. the Committee, -the original' purchase prico of
that Jand and the aceumulated' loss of interest amount
to over £30,000, and the question arises 1 to tlwher or
not-n site equelly suitable for the prposes of an auto-
ie-exchange could not be nequired in the immediate
ty at o very mitch smallst cost. Confidential in-

to bo quits suitable: It s iust a-roes the lane to
the north of the existing Fret Office property, and
has a frontage of 70 feeb ly a depth of 160 feet.
Tt is ahmost an island, site, having langs on three sides.
The 1and is not highly improved, and inquiries by de-
partmental offiéers suggest that the property might be
obtaiied for about £8,000 or £6,000. An island site is

viéi
quiries have discgosed‘ that there is a site.which appears:

to the Government more than it would be to anybody
else, beeause so much Government property, in the form
of copper wire, i3 concentrated at that point. There
would be little difference in- the cost of a telephone ex-

change building, erected on cither of those two sites,
cxcept that a building having & frontage to a stroot:
would require to be a little mofe elaborato in external

design than would n building having a frontage to 8

lane, Each of the three lanes about the idand site is

a publie vight-of way. If that property iz tobe obtained
at all it would be adyisable to purchase it now, heeause,
no doubt, it, like all city properties, is fnereasing' in
value, and the owners might proceed at any time to
improve it with the result that, if the Government
acquired it later, the cost would be ineresed by the
value of the improvements. There need not nocessarily
bu & loss by purchasing the land five years in. advance
of requirements, beeause, no doubt, it would return
somo intercst in the meantime. The present telephone
exchange is likely to romain in use for a number of
yoars, I should say that possibly ten years hrnee
the present exchange buildings will be available for the
accommodntion of other Departments. “Since the
negotiations which I have read to the Committee tf'mk
place the Postal Department has again: written, saving
that if it should be decided that the vacant area of
land is required for the accommodation of other TNe-
partments -the Postal Department should be regarded
ne having & proforential claim to the use for Postal
sorvices. of any accommodation pyovido@ there. That
request is reasonable. If a big building is.to be erected
alongside the Goneral Post Office, and the Post.al Dz:-
partment ever requircs inerensed accommodation, it



should be able to get it in that new building, T do not

think any Government wuu]d:daix% that elain.if it wera:

in the public interest, but the Rostal Department is
showing foresight by asking that its preferential right
shall be put on record. No consideration has yet beew
given to the drawing of plans.for a new automatic tele:
phone exchange,. and, therefore, I cannot give any esti-
mate of the probable cost of the building, The,project
is gtill five years ahead, but the.present view is.that the
exchange should be capable. of handling 10,000 sub-

seribers, .and probably the building would: be of three.

stories, and cover the whole of the island site if; that:
should be aequired. It would- be possible. to so.design'
the new offices that later they cou]cll’ be converted: to.the
requirements of 2 new automatic telephone exchange,
but my opinion. i¢ that an automatic telephone exchange,
by remson of its technical peculiaritics, and the
service it renders to the public, is better placed on an
independent site. Moreover, as I have already said, if.
the- exchange were accommodated on the vacant land:
now owned by .the Government it. would resirict the
future development. of the site for the housing of the
various Departments. Yf the automatic telephone ox-
change were included. in the office buildings six stovies
would not be sufficient to accommodnte the various De-
partments: In. America I have seen telephone ex-
changes in independent buildings, and_also as part of
huge commercial structures. In New York I visited a
couple of exchanges that oceupied two floors of sky'
scrapers, but there the value of land is such that the
erection of a building of two or three stories for ex-
change purposes only would.be ruinons, The suburban
9xchanges 1 saw, however,, were in. i build-
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land also will cost more than £10,000. Each of those
sites is for an cxchange seiving wnly ‘oie Qiatriet &
Sydnoy. ) -
22, T'o Senator Plain~—I agrée that it would be wise
to get the opinion of the qﬁicqrs of. the Postal Depart-
‘ment. regarding the: possibility of obtaining other sites
near the General Post Office for. the purposes of a.new
automatic exchange. They conld sdy -within: what dis-
tance of the existing exchange the new site’would re-
(fluira to be in order. to be an economical' proposition
rom & departmental point of view. -

(Zaken at Melboumé.)

THURSDAY, 30ru MARCH, 1992
Present: )
My Greaohy, Chairman;
Senator Foll, ! Mr. Mathows,
Senator Plain, ! My, Parker Moloney,
Edgar Becher, gupervising: Engigeer, Postmaater-

General’s Department, Melbourne, gwern and

examined,

23; T'o the Chairman—I am aware. that a proposal
has heon before the various Departments. fori‘the ‘pur-
pose of erecting large buildings on' the land adjpining
the post office in Adelaide, and I ‘have recently made
recommendations in regard to. the possibility of the
1gnd: being required in the near future for-an automatic

lepl 1 Actual investigations in regard to

ings, and I think that policy is desirable. wherever land
can be obtained. at a reasonable cost.

20. To Mr. Mathews—Though I have mentioned.
£30,000. a8 being approximately the cost to the Govern-
ment of the vacant land, adjoining the General Post
Office, its value is probably greater, 1 think it is
not sound policy to erect a telephone exchangg ov
such an expensive block when cheaper land, which, wonld
serve the puxpose equally well, can be obtained. More-
over, the more valuable block s required in connexion
with a large.scheme of office accommodation for other
Departments, The present exchange will. continue to
occupy the buildings in which it is now dated

an ic: tel system for the city of Adelaids
have not been made; but we know that we shall' need:
an automatic exchange there in the near future, In
about five years such an exchange will' be required. A
survey of the city of Adelaide and suburbs was com.
pleted on 5th March, 1920, and a_later suxvey of the
city-itsel{ was comgleted on st June, 1920, Th my
opinion, it is desirable to erect an i¢ exchange.
at or near the present exchange. We require-an area
measuring 66 feet by 140 feet approzimately with
natural light on all sides.  The. decision -that theé.
Jbresent site was the most suitable was arrived' at
partly because of the situation of the present exchange
and .partly ‘because it is. the theoretical centre for tele-

until they are allocated to other Departments. When
this scheme of new offices was first drawn I-thought that
the area on which the existing exchange stands would
be sufficient. to mept the requirements of antomatic ex-
changes for all time, but the experts of the Postal De-
partment say that that is not so. Even if that building
ware extended back fo the lane and another story were
added it would not. be suitable for an automatic tele-
phone exchange, because it.is defieient in width,

21. To Mr. Parker Moloney.~—When thie present éx-
change building is no longer required for telephone

urposes, ibly ten years hence, it will be incor-
porated, with' the other departmental offices, and as the
requirements of the Departments expand will eventu-
ally be raised from three stories to six, in conformity
with the main building. The present exchange build-
ing is only 31 feet 6 in. in width. For even a small
automatic exchange the Department prefers a mini-
mum width of 35 feet. The island site, which:has been.
informally inspected. by the Committee, exceeds by
a few feet erch way the dimensions: which the Postal’
Department has. mentioned' as the minima. I think it
would' be sound business to pay interest on the island
site, even if it: costs £10,000, notwithstanding that it
will be utilized for telephone purposes only. The site
of the Sydney North Exchange. cost more than £10,000,
T believe, and, as the. Sydney South Exchange is to be
located in. Pitt-street, 1 may safely predict that that

phons d in Adelaide. Therefore the nearer
we keep to the present site the better it will bo. The
question of whether a site a quarter of a- mile distant
would be too far away is governed by costs. When we
arrivé at the theoretical centre for a telephone exchange,
we have to see if thers is a piece of land available.
Weo cannot tlways get the land' e want, and ‘then, in
order to see which is the most economiesl! proposition
for the Department, we work out the inereased cost
for the most suitable. site- that can be obtained. If wa
had to'go a quarter of a. mile away from the present
centre, the total cost would be more. than if we only
had to go a few yards, or, say, 100 yards. Recent prices
of cable show thatit coste anybhing from 15. to 258 per
yard. An 800-pair cable would:cost approximately- 25s.
per yard, with conductors 10 1bs. to the mile. A 600
pair cable, with 10slb. conductors; would cost £1'.per
yerd, and a, 400-pair cable.approximately 155. Those:
cables are used forsubseribers! lines. We have:also o«
puirchase juriction cables, These are 300-pair cables, and
the cost runs out at about £1 per yard. For the-
purchase of cable alone, apart from laying it, it would:
cosk us £30 per yard for every mile we moved ‘from
the theoretical centre. There would also be the cost
of laving the cable and jointing it, and of laying the.
earthenware ducts. The cost, I have etated, would,
be for a five years” period only, If for fifteen
years, the cost would  be wvery much greater, and
every new subscriber put on would make it; more.
expensive to the Departinent.  If we had-satisfactory
uatural lighting facilities, and the.exchange be. areqted-
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on the first figryt coild be wotked quite satis-
factorily, With sutomatic equipment the adjustments
are much fiier than with the ordinary manual equip-
mént, and it is essential to have natural lighting on all
sides. The Perth Exchanga was: ercoted’ some years
ago, That was one of the first big exchanges we took

98, To Sénator Plain~If it were possible.to obtain
a pisee of land, say, a quarter of a mile from the
present site, at a_lower cost, I would prefer to go to
the new land rather than. add tso or three storiea: to
the existing building. 1 am eertam that ultimately
that would Le the more cconomical courso. The pre-

in hand' in jon with quip _and
wg Bave learnit by experience that it is desirable, if ot
all possible, to obtain natural lighting on all sides, I
canmot imaglie that in big American: eities, for in-
stance, such lighting would be yossible, on: necount of
thecost, of the-lund; but it.is much better to-have: those
conditions if they can be obtuined. It meatia cheaper
running costs when artificial light is not employed, and
wa-also get bettet work out of the employees, who appre-
ciate the better conditionss Evidence was recently
given. before the. Arbitration Court in connexion with
a.plaint on this very subject: The men took exception
to. the artificial lighting in the telep h It

seit building is too congested already snd' too narrow.
for a manual exchange.

29. To Senator Foll.—Judging by the present.
growth, a new exchange will be required at Adql‘mde
within five years, The available space for boards is to.
+he filled up as soon as Fossiblc, and when it is all
utilized the exchange will be unduly crowded. The
additional equipment, which is cither on order or about
to be ordered, will haye to be put in_straightway.
We cannot wait for the opening of the Prospect Ex-
change. Speaking from an engincering as well as an
operating point of \:iew,“I_‘sny decidedly that when the.

is

wonld' be practicable to place an automatic exchange in
the general group of buildings in Adelaide, if spaco
were allowed for it on the ground: floor or on the first
floor, provided there were not an undue number of
stanchions or obstructions-on the floor. I do not wish
insist on having a_separate building, so long as we
havé & clear space, with natural lighting. The resson
we want to be on the ground floor is: because the.ex-
change wotld bo less expensive tg construct and
naifitain,

daifita
94. T'6 Mr. Mathews.—The only teleph
datidn requifed- in the proposed new Commonwealth
oficés adjoining the present exchange will be for the
housing of the telephoiie manager and his staff. The
sife of tho present exchange is too narrow for a new
oxchange:  Its: depth would: not meke up for its
.pemrownes.  We must have a minimurh internal
Wwidth in the building of 40 feet. Tt is wholly
foft{:economic reasons that we have & theoretical
centre: It would: cost far more: to -establish' & new
exchsnge a. quarter of & mile: distand than at the
prégent centre. It is mot as though we could start
& new- telephone centre a quarter of g mile away. We
have a telephone exchange at a certain point now, an
iff we. go &' quarter of a mile away we will have to
extend our present cables and: wires do. the new centre.
Thd fact. that by going a quarter of a mile away we
could obtain: suitable land at a much lower cost is one
aspect; but that does.not govern: the real isswe. If we
moved- the Central Exchange a quarter of a mile to
the soirth, it would' be mecessary also to extend- the
cables coming in from: other directions. It would cost
usuabdut £30-per-yard for every yard we moved from
the theoretical contre, and' in saying that I have
veckoned that in five years we would: have about §,000
enhscribers’ lines- to. be moved to the new centre, Wo
muet Bave o. new exchange room at Adelside. The:
existing building is too small for a manuz) exchange.

.

25, To Mr. Parker Moloncy.—The site of the exist-
ing, telephone exchange would not bo suitable for an
automatic exchange, being too 'narrow.  Apart fromr
that, the only solution would be to add to the existing
striicture; but that wonld not be an economical pro-
cedure. Tt would bo unwise to erowd automatic equip-
mént into such a narrow building.

26. To the Chairman~—We do not require such a big
blook in Adelaide as we have in Sydney, where the
developinent is going to be tremendous.

new equip at Adelaide, the exchavge
will be badly congested, both from an equipment _and
from a staff point of view. At present I am revising
specifientions {or extending the Adelside exchatge, and’
1 have to include in the specifications & provision. for
opening up new cable routes altogether, owing to the
congested condition of the frames. room. Whan we
make the proposed the exch will be
unduly overcrowded.

30. T'o the Chatrman.—L mean to say that there will
be too many frames and too many people in the room
for its size.

31. To Senator Foll—I regard the work at Adelaide
28 heing of an urgent nature, particularly at the Cen-
wral Exchange: We must get some relief there. We
propose to do that by opening the Prospect Exchange
and extending the present Central Exchange. Those
two works will carry Adeldide on for approximately
five years, and at the end of that time we must be
prepared to have a new exchange in that city or close
down. It would be possible to extend the present ex-
change by utilizing the ladies® retiring room; but that
would give an inferior sorvice, and it \vp\}\d Yo most
costly to run it. It would mean an additional super-
vising officer, The size of the switch-room at present
keeps one officer fully occupied in the supervision of
the staff, In Syduney the supervision over traffic is.
most costly, because there are four different rooms for
the switching, apparatus. It is much better to hove
the whole of the plant in ome room; but if we
must separate it we put the racks in one room and
the switching apparatus.in another. If the plant
has, to be separated to any greater extent than
that the work beeomes too costly. In all the capital
cities. of the Commonweslth the Dopartment is hung
up for want of s‘\vitehbom:ds‘.'_extejmal construction

jal, or tel

and instruments, I canmot say ofi-hand whether
Adelaide. is least of all in need in those respecte.
From a survey completed on let June, 1920, I find
that the present subscribers represent 5,936 lines
connected with. the Central Exchange at Adelaide. In
five years, acoording to the present growth, there will
be 0,526 subscribers, while the capacity of the Adelaide
Exchangs is only 8,000 lines, In fifteen years there
will be 16,112 subscribers, We cannot earry on unleas
wé geb money with which to obtain new plant and
material. 'I)lvxe‘telephono system in Adelaide Central
Ezchange could be carried on in the present building
under mest uneconomical conditions; but we could not
render good service, no matter what equipment was

o1, To Mr. Parker uﬂoln};:zay.—:lt is. advisable, f"?insﬁé\léda
.0 A7 A

I have the o1 the .ground,
floor. In the’first place, we save the cost of eables from:
one floor to: the other. ~ Furthermore, the transmission
over & cable in & buildins id not as efficient. as it is
cver cables -eniployed: in & street,

F48T5.—2.

32. To the Chairman.—It is desirable ‘to have ome.
exchange in one room, rather than estend: ftom floor
to, floor- as business grows. The limit is 10,000 lines.
If you have more. than 10,000 in one exchange it



becomes cumberaome, .and you need-to cstablish a new
axchange. é
same building it would bo more economical, because
you would have your building site, and yonr fonnda-
tions would be there. In such a case all that would
be necessary is to extend the buildivg. The City
North Exchange has been erected on those lines, The.
limit for an exchange.is usually 10,000 lines, and if
tho business increascs the Department ean go. up
another floor,

33.-To Mr. Mathews—Tf there wero 100 per cont,

trunking we could wot 'work move than 10,000 sub. .

acribers from ono exchange, beeause of ihat is called
the numberipg scheme, nesuming the aystem te be five
figure.  Tike the Malvern. Exchange for example.
The profix is * U."” The numbering scheme and the
equipment are so dosigned under the ** Strowger ™"
system that we can allot only 10,000 swhseribers to:
that exchange.  If-we wanted to allet more we would
have to maké extensive alteralions ter the. equip

It is better to keep a 10,000 line-oxchange in the same
building. I do not say that the peak of the trunk
demand is reached: when at 10,000, but the trunking
umn%emame wonld be exceedingly difficult, 7t is
possible to give a trunking arrangement for 20,000
lines; but that would be unduly complicated. We
think 10;000.lines is the most desimh’le pumberto hive.

(Taken at. Melbourne.)
MONDAY, 8z APRIL, 1922,
‘Seorronar CodMiTTEE.

Present:
Mr, Greoory, Chairman;

Senator Plain, Mr. Parker Moloney.
Mr. Mathews, N

Frederick Golding, Chief Electrical Enginecr; Post-
master-Gzeneral’s Department, sworn and’ examined.
34, T'o the' Chairman—For the now nutomatic tele-

phone exch which s esti d to be d

in Adelaide-five years hence, my Department has. asked

for an aren of 66 feet by 140 feet, with. natural light
from all sides. Thoso are the ideal conditions, allow-
ing the whole of the exchange to be accommodated on

oo floor, Bui, of course, the exchange enn be extended

over mmore than one floor. That condition exists in

Sydney, and' must exist’in all congested and expensive:

building areas. The question of cost of land becomes

a deciding factor. Thless the land is very chéap, T do

not know why it should be proposed to put the guto-

matic exchange on to one floor, although I do not think
it should be. distributed more than i necessary. The
large American exchanges, which extend over many
floors of skyscrapers, are 1i; d; but there:
is mo renson why eu automatic exchange also should
not be operated on several floors. The Ameriean ex-
chianges use artificial light, as we do in Sydney, and
when we have. to face an extension of our systems in

Sydney, we shall have. to use successive floors and em-

ploy artificial light. I agree that the present manual

exchange building in Adelaide, which is only 32 feet
wide, would not be satisfactory for the purposes of an
automatic exthange. I shall take an opportunity of
studying the plans of the proposed new Goverament
offices on the land adjoining the General Post Office
in Adelaide, and, after consnlting the technical officers
in my Departmént who have seen the land and all the
plans; will givo the Committea my opinion regarding
the possibility of accommodating the projected new

i henge on ive fldors-in that building.

If you. have your pew ¢éxchange in ithe
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(Taken'at Melboump -+ -7 o
TUESDAY, 4rn APRIL, 1922,
Present: .
Mr. Grxory, Ohgxirm’nn;‘
Senator Nowland;, Mr, Mathews,
Scuator Plain, " Mr. Parker Molonoy..
My, Inckson, b -
Jobm, Thomas TIill Goodwin, Commoniwenlth.Surveyor:
" General, Melbourne, sivorsi and. examined.
38, To the Chairman—I am award of tho proposal
to ercet Commonwealth publie offices in Adelnide on
the block of land nequired: sevdal yeird. ago by the
Tostal Department, but I have nof eximined the plan
itself, I understand that *within ‘about five yéars it
may be necessary to install: in autématic exchange in
Adelaide, and that the stte of the present exchange,
which adjoins the block of lund referred-to in iFranklin-
street, will not permit of tho instailintion of the’ mito.
matie, The: adjoining block, which mensures 90 ft.
§ in. by a-depth of 210-fect, and is irregitlar-in shape,
- was aequired by the Commnionwenlth on 18th Septen-
ber; 3815, at & cost of £24,600.. We have réeserved' the
right of a carriage way, air; and light, .over the por-
tion colouted broww on the plaw before the Committee,
although wé- hold tlio fee-simple for that portion of
land' also, whieh is 20 feet in width at one énd an
30- feot at the other end, over o total length of 180
feet. I could mot at the moment state definitely the
value™df’ the block referred toy but I should. say.it!is-
considerably more than at the time, it was, putchased,
beeause land in all the. capital cities of the Common-
wealth has increased in value in recent. years. . I think
the piice paid for it was, rensonable, in view of.the .
fact that portjon.of. the land was occupied in connexion,
with .an adjoining saw-mill business, There is s two-
story -building upon’the area, and the Commonwenlth
have. obtained. s slight revenue from.it since its acquiai:
tion. The present -manual telephone exchange 4s on a -
transferred property right slongside this area. We
Lave received reports concerning -other arcas marked
“ A 4B “CMand “ D in the plan before the Com-
mitteo, as to their suitability for the purposes. of an:
automatic telephone exchange, 'and we: have made an
estimate of their probable. cost to the Commonwealth
in the event of their purchase or acquisition ‘in -the
near future. Two of the areas—blocks A ” and “C*
—rare occupied in connexion with. other business ehter-
prises, and therefore it is likely that a substantial.sum,:
would have to be paid by way of compensatiqn for
soverance before they could pass into possession:of the
Commonwealth, : AN

. 88. To Mr. Mathews—It.is probable that if 'the.’
occupation of these areas were deferred’ foi five of six
yeurs, tho severance costs would be somewhat less, be-
cause “the present owners would have mote time to
look nbout them, in order: to. purchase other sites to be
used in eonnexion: with their businesses. If possession:
were taken immedfately, it is. probable that the Com-
monwealth would have to ‘pay heavily for distirbinge:.’

37. To tho Chairman.~It is not likely that thess,,
blocks or other sites in the vicinity {vould be actuslly,
required for about five years, but it Would be advigable R
to take action as soon as possible. I do not Know of '
any other land in the locality that could be obtained
at a mora rensonable cost than the estimate for the
blocks I have mentioned.

38. T'o Mr. Mathews—The ‘blo’ck' adjoining the pre- .

sent. telophone exchange-has probably cost the Govern-
ment, up. to the present, aboat £33,000; including pur-
chase money and interest on capital cost. !

30, Tq Senator Newland.—Block “C ™ is oceupied
43 a“nécessary adjunct to tho business earried on in
bloek #“D.” Both are hold under leaschold, Speaking

»

‘18

generally; the.buildings on blocks “ A, “ By qnd “ C ¥

are of very little vixlllue,‘ and. T should say these tliree

40, To Mr. Parker Moloney.—I understand'it is pro-
Posed to raiso the height of the General Post Office.
e

areas could be acquired at a sum iderably beluw
that-paid.for the block adjoining tho existing telephone

-exéhange, aud' the aren would bo quite as suitablo for:

an antomatio exchange. I do not know definitely what
are the Foquiremonts of the postnl anthorities, but I

-understarid thoy take the view that the site of the.
-exigting exthange is not large-enough for an automatic

excbange, and that if Commonwealth. offices were
erectéd on tho. block adjoining the exchenge building;
there would not be sufficient room for both Common-
wealth offices and .an automatic, exchange, I think,
‘however, that if there were no serious objection: to the
gréction of additional stories, sufficient accommodation
for all purposes should fe provided. Apparently the
people-of Adelaide object'to a tall building right along- »
side tho G.P.0. I think their opinions should be

- regpeeted:

another story.  If the proposed Comnion-
wenlth offices were erected: on the site adjoining, the
present teleplione cxchange, and token to the sume
hoight. as the General Post Office building, the whale.
of the secommaodation would' be necessary for Common-
wealth: offices.

41. To Senator Newland,—TI should say that it would
not be a good business proposition to erect an automatio
axchange on a valuable block of land, such os. that
adjoining’ the present telephone exchange, if other
land' equally convenient could be obtained at n lower
cost, T understand it i3 necessary that the automatic

xchange should be here in the vicinity of the
present exchange building, which is the centre of the
Adelnide telephone area, The responsible authorities
gre emphatic on, this point. Therefore I recommend
that it should, be on a site contiguous to tho present
exchange,
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