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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITI'EE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

EIGHTH GENERAL REPORT.

To His Eucellency the Right Honorable Henny WinLiam, Baron Forsrer oF LEPE,
o Member of His Majesty's Most Honorable Privy Council, Knight Grand Cross
of the Most Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and Saint George, Governor-
General and Commander-in-Chief of the Commonuwcalth of Australia.

May 17 PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY :

In d with the requi ts of Section 11 of the Commenwenlth Public Works
Committee Act 19131921, the Pailiamentary Standing Committee on Public Works has the honour
to submit the following Report of the proceedings of the Committee for the year ended 31st

December, 1922 :—

1. During the year the Commiftee held 168 mcetings and examined 123 witnesses in
connexion with the proposed works.submitted. In making its inquiries, the Committee travelled
a distance of 15,284 miles by rail and 416 miles by water—a total of 15,700 miles.

QUESTIONS BEFORE THE COMMITTEE.

9, When the Committee presented its last General Report, the following matters were under
consideration, namely :—

(i) Extension of the Port Augusta-Oodnadatte Railway from Oodnadatta to Alice

Springs ;
(ii) Nortﬁemg Territory Railway—Extension from Mataranka to Daly Waters;
(iii) Sewerage, Federal Capital—Construction of Main Intercepting Sewer from centre
of City to connect with Main Qutfall Sewer;
(iv) Water Supply, Federal Capital—Distributary Works within the City Area, Canberra ;
(v) Construction of a Hoste] at Canberra with necessary engineering and other services ;
(vi) Installation of Automatic Telephone Xxel and Toui b at South Brist
Queensland, Co-
(vii) Installation of Automatic Telephone Exchange and Equipment at Cottesloe,
‘Western Australia ;
(viif) Installation of Automatic Telephone Exchanges and quipment at Brighton,
Glenelg, and Prospect, South Australia ;
(ix) Installation of Automatic Telephone Exchanges and Equipment at East Sydney
(Peddington and William), City South (Sydney), Randwick, Waverley, and
Gordon (New South Wales). .
(%), Provision of Office. Accommodation for Federal Taxation Department in Melbourne ;
(xi). Provision .of Office Accommodation in Adelaide for various Commonwealth
Departments ; . .
(xii) Provision of Mobilization Depét (Defence). at Woodside, South Australia. .
(xiiiy Installation of Automatic Telephone Exchanges and Equipment. at the following

. places in Victoria :—Canterbury, South Melbourne, and Box Hill ;

(xiv) Provision of Additional Quarters at Point Cook, Victoria, for Staff of the Royal
Australian. Air Force.

3. Since then the following matter has been submitted to the Committee for inquiry and
report, namely :—

Erection of Commontwealth Offices, Brisbane.
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COMPLETED INQUIRIES, .

4. The Committee dealt with all the questions submitted to it, and presented reports in
connexion with them as follows :—

, , Eetlated Coat.

(@) Extensiqn of the Port Augusta-Ocdnadatta Railway from ‘Obdnadatta
to Alice Springs .. .. . . .. .. £4,109,446

(%) Northern Territory Railway—Extension from Mataranka to Daly
‘Waters .. .. .. .. .. .. 1,159,298

(c) Sewerage, Federal Capital—Construction of Main Intercepting Sewer
_ from Centre-of City toiconnect with Main Outfall Sewer . 66,000

(d) Water Supply, Federal Capital—Distributary Works within the City
. Area, Canberra .. . . . .. . 48,200

(e) Construction of Hostel at Canberra, with necessary engineering and
other services . . . .. .. . 98,750

(f) Automatic Telephone Exchange and Equipment at South Brisbane,
Queensland 121,086

(9) Automatic Telephone Exchange and Equipment at Cottesloe, Western
Australia. . .. .. .. .. - 44,576
(%) AutomaticTelephone Exchanges and Equipment at Brighton, Glenelg,

. and Prospect, South Australia . o .. .. 161610
(?) Automatic Telephonc Exchanges and Equipment at East Sydney,

. Randwick, Waverley, and Gordon, New South Wales .. .. 497452
(7) Office Accommodation fo: Federal Taxation Department in Melbourne: 209,650
(k) Office Accommodation in Adelaide for various Commonwealth 115,000

Departments .. . .. . .. .
()] Estal?hshr_nent of Automatic Telephone Exchange at South Melbourne,

Vlctpnn, .. .. .. .. . .. 111,738
(m) Esta_b{l;,slgment of Automatic Telephone Exchange at Canterbury,

ictoria .. .. - .. .. 1136

(n) Establishment of Automatic Telephone Exchange at Box Hill, 2

Victoria .. .. .. . .. 44,841
(0) Provision of Additional Quarters at Point Cook, Victoria, for Staff of ’

the Royal Australian AirForce - .. .. .. 31,500

(p) Establishment of Automatic Telephone Exchange, City South, ’
Sydney .. .. - . . .. .o 404,242
{g) Erection of Commonwealth Offices, Brishane ... o .. 127,000
Total .. .. .. .. . grgeaon

REFERENCE WITHDRAWN.
5. On the 25th August, 1992, a resolution was passed: by the House of R i
on the motion of the Honorable R. W. Foster, Minister for '{Vorks and ‘sltg,il\vusrsre‘s‘!%i‘lm?vt?:
resolution of the House of the 6th December, 1921, reien-ipg the following work to the Pt’lrlizimentary

Standing Committee on Public Works, namely, Pr f ilizati )
Woodside, South Australia, be rescinded.” o Provision of Mobilintion Depdt (Defonce) at

SUMMARY OF COMPLETED INQUIRIES.
(a) Eatension of Port Augusta-Oodnadatta Railway from Oodnadatta to Alice Spri
(@) Northern Territory Railuay—Eutension from Mataranka to Daly. Walers.prmgs'

6. The Committee, after considerable. discussion, decided that it would b
of the Government and in the interests.of économy if such investigations were ;ant:dt;hi(;zﬁ:u::: %ef
these-two lines as would enable a report to be presented on the whole question of the Tmngcont'-
nental Railway, of which these sections were apparently designed to form part.  These tw g
references were accordingly dealt with together, and one report issued in respect of them v

The proposals submitted provided for the construction of—

(i) A high level line of railway from Qodnadatta to Alice Spri v di ¥
miles, with 60 or 80-Ib. rails, on a ruling grade of 1p§;y%8ba“(};:ﬁazc;§1fi ot

. curvature of 40 chains radius ; and ’ T

(ii)- A high level lineof xailway from Mataranka to Daly Waters, a distance of-95 miles,

with 60-Ib. rails, ruli ' i i it
10 b, Fals, on o raling grade of 1 in 100, with a mintmm curvature of
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th In both ins‘tances‘ it was suggested that the cuttings and banks should be sufficiently wide,

gi sleepers sufficiently long, and the bridges strong enough for a 4 ft. 8} in, gauge road, with
rails temporarily spiked to 3 t. 6 in., to permit of them being readily converted to standard gauge
when considered opportune.

The estimated costs of i igi ‘submitted Ti t itted
to the Committil: wergo:s— of the sections as originally submitted to Pax and tr: bte
Oodnadatta to.Alice Springs (80-b. rails) . .. £4,109446, -
Mataranka to Daly Waters (60-Ib, rails) .. .. .. £1,159,298,

while the figures given as to working expenses and the revenue likely to be camed showed that
there would be a Toss on. the

Oodnadatta to Alice Springs line of £270,566,
and on the

Mataranka to Daly"Waters line of £70,000 per annum.

X 7. The Committee, realizing the importance of this problem, and the large expenditure
involved, spared no frouble in an endeavour to inform itself fully on the subject. ~Evidence was
:‘;akcn in Perth, Melbourne, Sydney, Brisbane, Rockhampton, Townsville, and Adelaide, and,
in addition, a Sectional Commiftee of three members was constituted, with the object of inspecting
the country which would be traversed by each of the sections proposed, and obtaining first band
mforrpatwn a9 to the actual condition of affairs in the interior.of Australia, the views of the settlers
therein as to'the necessity for a. through railway, as well a8 o geneial knowledge of the country
which would be sexved by the two principal routes suggested for such through railway  Tn making
its investigations, the Committee examined 136 witnesses from practically every wall of life,
perused reports new and old dealing with railway matters and the Northern Territory generally,
and sought in every way to place the Parliament i possession of such information as would enable
it to. deal with this great problem with as full a knowledge of the subject as it was possible
to supply.

8. Having in view the fact that these sections are designed to be extensions of existing
lines of 3 ft. 6 in. gauge, and that it is. improbable that any widening of those lines will take place
for as far ahoad as can be foreseen ; as competent railway officials also expressed the opinion
that a 8 ft. 6 in. gauge line will carry all the traffic on the Northern Territory railways likely to be
offering for many years, the Committee unanimously decided to. recommend that a 3 ft. 6 in.
gauge and 60-1b. rails should be adopted.

9. Tn the course of it inquiries, the Committee aseertained that since the date of the framing
of the estimates presented to Parliament in respect of the sections under consideration, certain
items such as steel had fallen in price. Amended estimates were accordingly obtained from the
Commonvwealth Railways Department as follow :—

(i) Oodnadatta to Alice Springs, 3 ft. 6 in. gauge, and 60-1b. rails .. £3,192,690:
Light low-level line with stesp momentum grades and secondhand rails
and fastenings .. .. . .. N 1,558,600
(ii) Mataranke to Daly Waters, 3 ft. 6 in. gauge and 60-b. rails .. .. 925,386

10. After & caveful consideration of the work proposed, and influenced by the necessity
of adopting -a progressive policy for the development of the Northern Territory, the Committee
agreed to recommend the following :— . .

(i) To extend the existing railway to Daly Waters.on the understanding that it is to
X form portion of an eventual line. through Newcastle Waters.to anomyeal H
(ii) That a light low-level line be constgucted from Qodnadatta. to Alice Springs ;
(iti) That theso lines be regarded as providing sufficient railway development for the
Territory, for many years ; . . .
(iv) That when the time arrives for the construction of a through transcontinental line,
negotiations be entered into with Soutlr Australia which would permit of the
alteration: of the Northern Territory Acceptance Act 1910 to allow of such line
being constructed.on the route then shown to be in the best interests of Australia;
(v) That the 3:ft. 6 in..gauge be.adopted ; . .
(vi)- That the question of the use of steel or concrete sleepers be considered with 2
. Yiew to their adoption if obtainable ab & reasonablg price ;
(vii) That sleepers be.used of a size 7 feet x 9 inches x 4} inches;
(viii) That 60-Ib. 1ails be used; - oo . o
(ix) ‘That.any high-level bridges of a permancnt nature be of such o size as will permit .
of; their, taking the-4. 6. 8} in. track : -
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(x) That the question of improving wharf facilities at Darwin be given-attention with
. the return of normal trade conditions there ; . .
(xi) That the introduction of foreign coloured labour to the Territory be. consistently

. opposed ; .
(xii) That a definite progressive policy for the development of the Territory be at once
entered upon and vigorously pursued.

() Construction of a Main.I Wercepting Sewer from the centre of the City of Canberva to connect
with the Main Outfall Sewer

11. This was a proposal to construct a main intercepting sewer on the south side. of the
Molonglo River from the westem boundary of the City to a point approximately in the centre
and directly opposite the proposed Parliamientary Group of buildings—a distance of a little: over
2 miles.  From this point, in the future, will exfend two main sewers—one on the northern side
of the river ultimately extending to Duntroon Military College, also taking in on its way sewage
from Acton and the proposed Civic Centre, and one on the southern side extending to-the Power
House and Eastlake sections. :

. It was intended that the section of the sewer proposed should be a continuation of that
previously reported upon and approved by the Committee, namely, oviform in shape, of a size
5 ft. 6 in. by 3 ft. 8 in., and constructed of concrete..

. The estimated cost of this section was £66,000, and the time set down for completion
eighteen months from the date of coimencement,

After taking all the facts into consideration, the Committee agreed to recommend. that the
departmental proposal as submitted be adopted.

(@) Water Supply for the Federal Capital—Distributary Works within the City Aren, Canberra.

12. This was a proposal tu construct those distributary works recommended in Appendix
€ of the First General Report of the Federal Capital Advisory Committee, as follows :—12-in,
main (2§ miles in length), commencing from Red Hill Reservoir, thence by way of Melbourne-
avenue and National Circuit to Federal-avenue ; thence. two 9-in. ninins to be taken—one for
1} miles vi@ Federal-avenue and Station-place to & reservoir un Mount Russoll of 1,000,000 gallons,
with capacity to increase to 3,000,000 gallons ; the other 9-in, main, % mile in length, to go olong
Government-terrace to Commonwealth-avenue near the proposed Hostel site. A 6-in. branch
three-fifths of a mile long to be also taken from the 12-in. main at its intersection at Brisbane-
avenue, and procced thence to Interlake-avenue to supply a settlement near the Power House.
Trom the reservoir proposed to be constructed at Mount Russell, & 6-in. main to be laid along
the road parallel to Capital-terrace, a distance of 3 miles to Ainslie-avenue, tv supply the settlement
at the Civic Centre,

The estimated cost of the proposal was set down at £48,200, and the time fixed for
completion eighteen months from the date of commencement.

After careful consideration of all the evidence placed before it, the Committee agreed
to recommend that the departmental proposal as submitted be proceeded with.

(e) Construction. of a Hostel af Canberra, with necessary Engineering and other Services.

13.. This was a proposal to erect, on a site facing Commonwealth-avenue, and opposite the
proposed Government Group, a hostel on garden pavilion lines, capable of affording first-class.
accommodation for about 200 visitors.

The design of the structure showed a central building containing the usual public rooms,
the administrative section, kitchen, &e., and dation for the residential staff'; while grouped
round an enclosed garden. on each side of the-central building were separate pavilions containing
the guests’ private, sitting, and bed rooms, connected with each otlier and with the central building
by verandah corridors.

The building proposed was of brick, with tiled roof and rough-cast walls, the central block
and the four corner pavilions being two storeys high, the remaining six pavilions being single story.

The estimated cost of the proposal, as submitted to the Committee, was £08,750.

After taking evidence on this subject, the Committee reported that it was of opinion that
in a hostel of the nature contemplated it was improbable that guests could_be accepted at less
than £1 pex day, that the need for accommodation at Canberra of the class proposed was purely
a matter of conjecture, and there was no guarantee that a hostel capable of taking 200 guests
would, in the initial stages of the city, be reasonably filled.

It was ascertained in evidence that if the accommodation to be provided were restricted
to 100 guests, an immediate reduction of £36,750 in capital cost would be effected, '

Glenelg,
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Under these circumstances, the Committee recommended that for the present the
construction be limited to the central administrative block, and one-half of the number of pavilions
proposed.

(f) Automatic Telephone Exchange and Equipment at South Brisbane, Queensland.

14. This was a proposition to erect o' telephone exchange building on a site at the corner
of Stanley and Vulture. streets, South Brisbene, and: to install therein an asutomatic telephone
switching system heving an immediate equipment of 3,600 subscrilers' lines, with an ultimate
capacity -of approximately 6,600 subscribers’ lines. It was proposed that the initial equipment
should ‘be capable of extension to the. ultimate capacity named, thereby affording sufficient

dation for the anticipated development in the South Brishane area.

The estimated. cost of the work as submitted to the Committee was set down at £121,086:

From the evidence placed before it. the Committee was satisfied that urgent necessity
existed for a telephone exchange at South Brisbane, and the establishment, as proposed, might
be expected to represent a substantial reduction in charges to subseribers in tlm't area, because
of the shorter distance to the exchange. It was shown that it would be economical also from a
departmental point of view, and, under. the circumstances, the Committee recommended that the
proposal as submitted be adopted, and the work put in hand at the earliest possible moment.

(9) Automatic Telephone Each and Equipment at Cottesloe, Western Australi

15. The proposal submitted to the Committee in this instance was for the erection of a
telephone exchange building at the corner of Clive-road, Congdon-street, and Claremont-avenue,
Cottesloe, ona site whick had been acquired by the Commonwealth, and the installation ’d}erexr’x of an
automatic telephone switching system having an immediate equipment of 1,400 subscribers’ lines,
and an ultimate capacity of 2,300 subscribers’ lines. It was proposed that the initial equipment
should be capable of extension to the ultimate capacity named, thereby affording sufficient
accommodation for the anticipated development in this area for a period of at least fifteen years.

The estimated immediate cost of the work as submitted to the Committee was £44,576.

In view of the generally recognised advantages of the automatie system of telephony,
and the fact that the evidence showed that a saving in annual cost would result by its installation
at Cottesloe, the Committee recommended that the proposal as submitted be approved.

(h) Automatic Telephone Exchanges and Equipment at Brighton, Glewelg, and Prospect,
South Australiv.

16. The. proposals submitted involved the erection of buildings and the installation of
equipment at Brighton, Glenelz, and Prospect ; but Brighton and Glenelg were practically one
work, as it was proposed: that Brighton should be a branch exchange of Glenelg, that is,
Brighton would be able to complete a local call, but all transferred traffic must pass through

The details of the proposal were—

Brighton—To erect a telephone exchange building on a site at the corner of Hortley-
road and Brighton-road which had been acquired by the Commonwealth, and to
install therein an automatic telephone switching system having an immediate
equipment of 570 subscribers’ lines, and an ultimate capacity of approximately
1,000 subscribers’ lines. Estimated cost, £26,438.

Glenelg.—To erect a telephone.excliange building on a site at.the corner of Jetty-road
and Brighton-road which had been acquired by the Commontwealth, and to install
therein an automatic telephone switching system having an immediate equipment
of 1,600 subscribers’ lines, and an ultimate capacity of approximately 2,500
subscribers’ lines. Estimated cost, £62,286. o . .

Prospect.—To erect a telephone exchange: building on o site in Ballville-street which
had' been: acquired by the Commonwealth, and to install therein an automatic
telephone switching system having-an immediate equipment of ‘1;750{subsf:r‘1l;ers
lines, snd an ultimate capacity of approximately 3,300 subscribers’ lines.
Estimated: cost, £72,886. .

In each case it was intended that the initial equipment should be capable of extension to the
ultimate capacity tamed, thereby efiording sufficient accommodation for the anticipated
development of the areas-in question, for & period of fifteen years, . ) .

The evidence placed before the Committee showed that the installation of the automatic
exch under ideration. would be profitable to the Commonwealth,. and provide greater
facilities and- convenience to the subscribers, It was. nccordingly recommended that the work
be put in hand as edrly.as possible, °
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() Establish of Automatic Telephone Exchanges at' East Syduey, Randwick, Waverley,
. and Gordon, New South Wales. .

17. These proposals were—

Last Sydney.~To erect a new building on a site at the corner of Liverpool and Little
Surrey streets, and to install therein an automatic telephone switching system
having' an immediate equipment of 5,100 subscribers’ lines, and an ‘ilfimate
capacity of approximately 8,500 subscribers’lines. Estimated cost, £199;883,

Randwick—To make necessary alterations and additions to the éxisting manual
telephone exchange building in Avoca-street, Randwick, and to install-therein,
“In lteu of thie existing non-muitiple magneto switchboard, an automatic telephone
switching system having an immediate equipment of 4,900° subsceibers’ lines,
and an ultimate capacity of approximately 6,500 subscribers” lines. Estimated
cost, £136,473. .

Warerley—To erect a new telephone exchange building on Commonwealth property
at the corner of Cowper and Birrell streets, Waverley, and to install therein an
automatic telephone switching system having an immediate equipment of 8,200
subscribers’ lines, and an ultimate capacity of approximately 4,600 subscribers’
lines. Estimated cost, £06,187,

Gordon.—To erect 2 new telephone exchange building on a site which had been acquired
for the purpose at the comer of Powell-street and Lane Cove-road, and to install
therein an automatic telephone switching system having an immediate equipment
of 3,200 subscribers’ lines, and an ultimate capacity of approximately 4,500
subscribers’ lines, Estimated cost, £64,909.

From the evidence placed before the Committee, each of these installations was shown

to be a good business proposition, and it was therefore recommended that the work be put in hand
as early as possible.

e

(f) Provision. of Qffice A dation for Federal Taxation Department in Melbourne.

. 18, The proposal submitted: to the Co for investigation was the question of the
advisability of the Commonwealth ereoting its own. premises for the Taxation Department in
Melbourne, and three sites were suggested for inquiry as to suitability, &e. These sites were i—

(a) An area of about 1} acres on the south side of the River Yarra close to Prince’s-

bridge ;

(b) An area of land about 100 feet by 200 feet, facing the Treasury Gardens, and
situated between the State Treasury and -the Chief Secretary’s Offices ;.

(o) An area at the back of the Post Office Building in Bourke and Blizabeth streets.

19. The building to be erected would vary in design in accordance with the site decided
upon : & sketeh plan prepared for the Prince’s-bridge site showed a rectangular building three
stories high and of a size approximately 201 feet by 200 feet. The building suggested for the
Preasuty-place site was approximately 100 feet by 200 feet, and running into seven stories ; while
t{le. _deslllgzh suggested for the Post Office site was approximately 59 feet by 200 feet, and seven
stories high, : )

20. The building for-the Prince’s-bridge-site was designed to give an. effecti ice.
of 133,698 square feeb,gand was estimated to g,ost £209,650. e 8 enve oﬂlce' e

The building at Treasury-place was designed to give an effective office area of 93,296 square
feet at an estimated cost of £163,950.

The building on the Post Office site was designed to give an effective office area of 64,321
square feet at an estimated cost of £125,000, and the time set down for completion. was
approximately two years in each case. . .

. After carefully considering the advantages and disadvantages of each site, from. the point
of view of the public and of the officials, the Committee unanimously recommended that. the
};m];dm{i shotlrxldgue erected on the vacant Commonwealth land at the rear of the Post Office building,
in Bourke-stree.

(k) Provision of Qffice 4 dation in Adelaide for various Com, lth Departments.

) 2L. This was a proposal to utilize a vacant block of Commonwealth land adjoining the
General Post Office, Adelaide, by erecting thereon a suitable building to be occupied by those
hranches of Commonwealth Departments in Adelaide now accommodated in rented premises.

.. The building suggested. was. 2. reinforced conerete structure having a frontage of 126 feet
6 inches to Franklin-street by » depth of 211 ft. 6.in. along Oddfellows’-place, and comprising &
basement and five stories. The estimated cost was set down at £115,000.

P

&

9

Consideration was given to representations made that the area on which it was proposed
to erect this building was eminently suitable for a new automatic telephone exchange estimated
to be required for Adelaide within a few years; but after carefully viewing the matter from all
stand-points, the Committee recommended that the Commonwealth offices proposed be erceted
on this site, and another suitable site in proximity to-the present telephone exchange be acquired
for automatic telephone exchange purposes.

(1) Estublishment of Automatic Telephone Exchange at South Melbourne, Victoria.

22. This was a proposal to erect a telephone exchange building at the corner of Green,
Bank, and Crown streets, South Melbourne, on a site which was acquired by the Commonwealth
some years ago, and to install therein an automatic telephoneswiteliing system having animmediate
equipment of 3,000 subscribers’ lines, and an ultimate capacity of approximately 7,000 subseribers’
lines. It.was proposed that the initial equipment should be capable of extension to the ultimate
capacity named, thereby affording sufficient accommodation for the anticipated development
in- this area for 2 petiod of at least fifteen years.

The estimated immediate cost of the work was set down at £111,738, including an amount
of £3,350 for an air-conditioning, plant.

23, After due consideration of the evidence placed before it, the Committee expressed
itself in favour of the installation of an automatic telephone service for the South Melbourne
area, as proposed.

24. As regards the air-conditioning plant suggested, however, the Committee stated that,
while convinced: from.all the expert evidence placed before it that the economic life of the plant,
ite efficiency, and the service rendered to the public by an automatic telephone exchange depend
laxgely on the air in the switch-room being kept free from dust and moisture, it was considered
that sufficient time had not yet elapsed to show whether the method proposed by the Department
for arriving at this desideratum would be entirely effective. The C' ded

ittee therefore r led
that careful observations be taken and records kept of the results attained by the recently-erected
plant at the Collingwood Exchange, and that no steps be taken to install any future air-conditioning
plant on the lines of that at Collingwood, until the results achieved showed same to be justified.

(m) Establishment of Automatic Telephone Bxchange at Canterbury, Victoria.

925. This was a proposal to erect a new telephone exchange building at the corner of
Canterbury-road end Maling-street, Canterbury, on land at the rear of the existing Post Office,
which is the property of the Commonwealth, and to install thereinanautomatic telephoneswitching
system Having an immediate equipment of 4,000 subscribers’ lines, and an ultimate capacity of
approximately 8,000 subscribers’ lines. .

The estimated immediate cost of the work was set down at £113,622, including an amount of
£3,500 for air-conditioning plant. :

926. The Committee recommended that the installation of the autumatic telephone exchange
be proceeded with as early as possible, but stipulated, as in the case of South Melbourne, that no
steps he taken to install any air-conditioning plant on the lines of that recently erected at the
Coﬁ)in_gwoqd Txchange, until the results obfained showed same to be justified.

(n) Establishment of Automatic Teleph Baxch at Box Hill, Victoria.

'97. In this case, the proposal submitted to the Committee wastoerecta telephone exchange
building on a site at the corner of Whitehorse-road; and Station-street, Box Hill, on land the
property of the Commonwealth at the rear of the existing Dost Office, and' to install _ther(:n} an
automatic telephone switching system lmvin% an mmlefhafﬁ equipment of 1,500 subscribers’ lines
and an ultimate capacity of approximately 5,000 subscribers’ lines.

The estimated immediate cost of the work was set down at £44,841.

98, The Committee ascertained in evidence that the mumber of subscribers connected
to the-present. Exchange at Box Hill was 621 on the 9th March, 1922, and that it was anticipated
that the number of subscribers would inerease to about 1,430 by the 1st January, 1929,

29 Inquities showed that the existing equipment, without any expenditure whatever,
would meet requirements until about June, 1924, and that it would be possible, by increasing
the. carrying capacity of the existing switchboards from 160 to 180 subscribers each, and installing
four further 200-lines’ positions, to provide for the 1,430 subscribers expected by the lst January,
1999, ¢n the existing manually-operated switchboard, at a total expenditure of £2,720. )

30. As the assurance was given that there would be no appreciable difference in the quality
of the service rendered in the case.of Box Hill, with.its small number.of subsrribers, the Committee
reported that:there was no necessity at.the present time to incur an-expenditure of. £44,841 on the
installation of an qutomatic system, and recommended that the equipment at present in use be
extended at a cost of approximately £2,720, to meet requirements until 1st January, 1929.
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(o) Provision of Additional Quarters at P«jﬁt Clook, Victoria, for Staff of the Royal Avstralian
* Air Force.

31. This was a project to-provide additional Mechanics” Quarters, Dining Ropm, Regreation:

Eﬁogz)sd‘ Married N.C.0’8 Quarters, and necessary .nccessory' services, at an estimated cost of

The investigation of the Committee showed that the buildings asked for were necessary,
that the structures suggested had been designed with due regard to ¢omfort and economy; and
that the land at Point (‘ook was being used to-good advantage. It was, therefore, re¢ ded
that the work be put in hand as early as possible.

(p) Erection of Commonwealth Qffices, Brisbane.

32. A proposal has been under consideration to provide an ornamentsl square in front
of the entrance to the Central Railway Station, Brisbane, and the Commonwealth and State
Governments have agreed to set apart portion of their respective areas in the block bounded b
Anne, Edward, Adelaide, and Creek streets for the purpose. If this be done, the Commonyealt]
will have remaining an area having frontages of approximately 99 feet to Anne and Adelaide
streets, by a depth’of about 269 feet ; and a proposal was submitted to the Committee that on
this black there be erected a building for the purpose of housing those Commonwealth offices at
present occupying rented premises in Brisbane. . ’

The building suggested was of five stories, to be built of brick with stone dressings, and
the estimated cost was given as £127,000.

33. Evidence obtained by the Committee showed that the Commonywealth is now paying
about £6,000 per annum for office accommodation in Brisbane; and that a considerable portion
of this accommodation is unsuitable and inadequate, and. presents a fire risk dangerous. to the
officials and to the many valuable documents contained in the various departments.

34. Inquiries made as to whether the brick building suggested' would: prove most suitable
led to the conclusicn that a saving of approximately £12,000 could be effected by constructing
the building of reinforced concrete, and this proposal commended itself to the Committee.

35. After carefully considering the whole aspect of the matter, the Committec made the
following, recommendations, viz i—

(i) That office accommodation be provided on the Commonwealth property in
Adelaide-street ;.

(ii) That the building to be erected be of five stories ;

(iii) That the foundations be so constructed as to admit of an extra two or three stories
when required ;

(iv) That the building be of reinforced conerete ;

(v) That a conference be held between representatives of the Commonwealth and
State Governments, the Brisbane City Council, and the Anzac Memorial
Committee, with a view to placing on a definite footing the question
of the formation and proper upkeep of the square, the provision of proper
access, &o. * . . . . .

(vi) That representatives of the Commonwealth and State Governments confer, and
adopt the design of the Commonweslth building, and thet dopits of the plan be
lodged with the State Government ; . i .

(vii) That consideration be. given to the advisability of acquiting the privately-owned
propexty between the Commonwealth land and Creek-street.

(q) Bstablish of Automatic Telephone Ezchange, City South, Sydney.

36. This was & proposal to erect a telephone exchange building on a site which had been
seleoted in Castlereagh-street, and to install therein an automatic telephone switching system
having an immediate.equipment of 8,000 subscribers’ lines, and an ultimate capacity of approxi-
mately 16,000 subscribers’ lines. It was proposed that the number of lines to be immediately
connected would be 6,245, and it was estimated that this number \voula increase to 8,360 in five
years, and to 13,000 in fifteen yenrs. ) )

The estimated: cost of the work as submitted to the Committee was set.down at £404,242.

" 37. From the evidence placed before the Committee, the proposed -exchange was shown
to be necessary, and the excess of revenue over expenditure on the figures submifted. indicated.
that the matter would be of considerable financial benefit to. the Commonweslth,

38. Under these circumstances, the Committee had no hesitation in re ding that the
installation as proposed by the Department be put in hand as early as possible.

n

39. Site.—When this proposal was first placed before the Committee, it was suggested
that the building be erected on a block of land in Pitt-street, but, prior to the conclusion of the
Committee’s investigitions, it Was ascertained that the land proposed to be acquired had been
purchased by a private individual and that work had been commenced thereon. A communication
was accordingly addressed to the Department of Works and l?mlwaya on the 19th July, 1922,
drawing attention to this matter, and intimating that the Committee could not complete its report
until a definite site could be submitted to it. , .

On the 29th September, 1922, an intimation was received from the Postmaster General's
Department that o new site wes under consideration, and, with a view to expediting action in
the matter, 2 sectional committes was constituted, and: visited Sydney on the 6th October, 1922,
to make inquiries with regard to it.

* The land-proposed to be acquired consisted vf a block having a frontage of about 91 feet
to Castlereagh-strect, by a depth of approximately 117 fect, on which were erected a bml«’]{?g
known as “ The Playhouse,” a secondhand book store; a tailor's shop, and 2 lodging house  The
site was level, centrally situated, and within a reasonable distance of the .thnm'ohr ’(elpplmqe renff‘i‘.
and after hearing the evidence of the works officials and telephone engineers, the Committee was
satisfied that ‘the land was eminently suitable for the purpose of the propesed ex.change‘

The Committee was, however, unfavorably impressed by the fact that, during the course
of its investigations and after plans had been prepared for the erection of a costly building on the
Pitt-street site, it should have been possible for a private individus! to purchase the land in question
without the Commonwealth having an opportunity to seeure it at the same figure. The Committee
realizes that of necessity certain formalities must be gone through in connexion with the purchase
of land for Commonwealth purposes, but recommended that, in instances of this nature,
arrangements should be made to get an-option, or at least to have the land under firm offer,
before-a reference of this kind is submitted to the Committee.

40, Building.—The building plans laid before Parlizment indicated a brick structure of

_three stories, the design being as simple vs possible, consistent with the locality of the site. Tt

was sugeested, however, that at so central and valuable a site it might be advisable to anticipate
f:vxoi:lfe %%:efimsi;sns of the building by an additional three storics, and the Committee was invited
to consider this aspect of the question. Although the original estimate, ns tabled, was for £32,900,
it was stated in evidence that further estimates had been prepared, which place‘d‘ the cost of a
three-story building of steel construction with reinforced concrete floors at £34,064, nqdiior 8
further three storeys at £21,542, making a total of _£55,GOQ. A three-storied building of reini orced
concrete was estimated to cost £29,200, or if carried to six stories, '£48,000‘. _Consideration was
given by the Committee to the value of the site propused to be obtained, and, in view of the price
to be paid for it, the opinion was expressed that it should be utilized to the best advantage. It
was shown that bhere were various Commonwealth activities in Sydney, housedv in rented
buildings, which might be located in the proposed building in Castlereagh-street. Under these
circumstances, the Committee recommended: that the building to be erected on this site
be of reinforced concrete, and of not less than six stories.

RECORD OF INQUIRIES.
41, Appended hereto-is & return containing o record of the inquiries of the Committee from
the date of its appointment to 31st Decomber, 1022.
H. GREGORY,
Chairman..

Office of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works,
C * TParliament House, Melbourne,
\1st, June, 1923..
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE 61\‘ PUBLIC WORKS.

The following is n list of proposed public works. inquired into- by tho Committeo from the. dabe of its

RECORD OF INQUIRIES,

#ppointment to 3¢t Decomber, 1939, with tho result of its inguiries :—
— &
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Record of Inquiries—List of proposed public works inquired into-—continued..

Expenditure AmountIn | Amount In
Jhatoof Proposed Work, Tropased recontra Excomof |, Reduction Remarks.
Government, (| the Comalttee. | puopoia, | proposed.
5th l}lﬁ. Constructi . g £ £ £ £
an. to | Construction of a. main 75,000 75,000 . . Recommended aa proposed
24th Feb. | sawor for the city of prop
I
28th Jan, to | Storage and regulating [ 100,000 . . 100,000 | Committee docided that there is
20th Feb. ressrvoir, o no present neccssity or urgency
1th M E Qu&nnbe n;x }li;;:r for this work
ar, to | Erection of bul at | 111,032 111,032 . . Recommended as proposed
4th May |~ Fiindors Naval Bese i * prop
19th Mar. to | Soworage scheme for 9,800 7,500 . 2,000
Bth May Flindors Naval Baso
6th M? to | LithgowSmall Arms Fao- | 60,600 92,100 25,600 | . In liou of 'making additions to the
24th Juns tory Extension (inoluding, oxisting factory at Lithgow, the
Committee recommendsd the
plant} oreotion of a faotory st Can.
berra twloe the size of the
oxisting factory, the installation
of now machinery thefein, and
the romoval *thoreto of the
. existing machinery at a con.
venient date i
6th May to | Incroaseof output, Small . . . . mmittes reoommendod estab.
27th May Arms TFactory, Lith- | lishment of a second shift
#ow X
8th May to | Increaso of plant, Small || 38,727 38,727 - . ' Rocommended as proposed
17th Juno Arms Taotory, Lith.
gow
27th July to | Small Arms Factory— . . .- . 8ito rocommonded
20th Aug. location at Canberrs |,
18th Sept. % | Automatio  Telophone 93,008 . . . Committee favorablo to proposal
16¢h Exchango, Sydnoy subject to provision of addi.
| tional means of ingress and
egross
21at Sept. to | Barracks, quarters, gun [ 26,000 | 28,225 2,225 e Rocommonded  subjoot to im-
22nd Sopt. ark, &o.for RAFA,, proved lighting, water, and fire
noggers, Quoonaland A sérvices .
23rd Sops. to. | Cement Works for Com. | 100,000 100,000 . . Recommended a8 proposed
24th Nov. monwoealth pueposes 0
28th Sept. to | Alterations and additions 37,500 20,600 . . Recommended, but stipulation,
Oth Oct. to the Customs House, made that ocoupants re-
Sydnoy moved to temporary &coommo.
dation during alterations
12th Oot. to | Automatic  Telephono 48,033 46,033 . " Recommended as proposed
16th Qot. Exchange, Malvem, {,
Viotoria
12th Oct. to | Automatic  Telophons 49,752 49,752 . . Reoomuended as proposed
15th Qob Exchango,  Colling.
wood, Viotoria
256th Oct. to |.Additiona! Offico accom. 35,000 35,000 . . Renommended as proposed
26th Oot. modation, Victoria
Barracks, Molbourne
1916, 3 .
14th Tob, to | Scleotion of site for | e - . | Confidential report issued to Prime
1st Mar. arsonal  within  the Ministor
Federal Torritory
24th May to | Altorations and additions 51,481 41,000 . 10,481
3lat May to tho Customs House,
Sydney (furthor ro. .
port).
25th  Feb., | Water Supgly schoms. 81, Capital coat nil; . 61,000 | Tho intercatron tho capital cost of
915, to for Flinders Naval | and 0d. por ls. per 1,000 £61,000 as. originally proposed,
21st. Aug., | Base 1,000 gallons  with plus tho cost of water consumed
1916 ilons minjmum  an. at 9d. per 1,000 gallons, more
for water | nual' payment. than counterbalanoss the annusl
oon- of £4,000 for payment under the scheme re-
sumed firat threo yoa{rs, commended
A or
socond  threo |
yoars,  £3,000 [
thereafter

of building undor con-
atruction for General
Post Office, Perth,
W.A.

. Expenditure Amountin | Amount in
Puedt Proposed Work, poposed reoommeniony | ascsrof | Roduction Temaks,
Government. the Commtiee. proposed. | proposed.
1918, N £ £ 5. £
10th  Novi, | Extension.of PinoCresk- | 320,000 320,000 . . Recommended as proposed.
1915, to | Katherine River Rail.
30th Aug, | wsy to Bitter (Mata.
1916 . ranka) Sprin,
13th.  July, | City Reilway, Canberra 378,972 280,000 . 98,972 | The Committos recommended thas
1815, . fo.. . Tequirements for some years
24th Nov., met by temporary surface lines
1916 at estimated cost: of about
) 78,
14th  July, | Dams. for Omamental | 912,421 472,421 440,000 ] Most of the expendituro recom-
1916, to Waters, Canberra mended, however, will be de-
28th: Nov., forred for a period.of years
1016 -
1917,
16th Jsn. to [ Exfenston  of Postal 88,632 88,632 . Recommended as proposed
th. Feb, | Stores, Harbour.stroot, i
ydne: \
31st Jan. to | Powor {{ouw, Flindors 15,000 9,600 . 5,600
16th Mer. aval Baso
27th 8ept. to | Flinders Naval Base— | 188,845 142,641 . 28.204
8th Mar, |  Eroction of workshoj
1918 liospital,  dotention
» barracks, quattera for
ma; officers and
warrant officers; water, |.
sewersge, and atorm.
water:  retioulations;
olsétrio  distribution
system ; and accessory
. wotks for that estab-
| lishment' y
27th Sept. to | Henderson Naval Baso— | 4,629,109 2,908,860 . 19,250 | Thoe Committco recommonded that
1st, .May,| Two breakwators, ox- work of tho estimated cost of
cavationn, reolamations,| £1,601,000 bo made the subject
basins or quaywalls, of further inquiry at a later
+flosting dooks, adminis. dato. A saving of £10,260 was
' <trative bnﬂlﬁngn, and effected in connexion with the
permanent railways ’ transpors of material from
T M Wongong
igis. ; . ’
18th Juns to-| Honsing of Common- 73,762 . . . The Committeo recommended the
st Aug. wealth  wotkmon at erection. of, 160 houses instoad
Lithgow, New South of 10088 proposed, but at a
Wales lower averago cost
120th:Sept., to.| Arsenal Railway .| 62,814 62,614 . o : Recommended a8 proposed
20th- Ot .
3rd. - Dec., | Ordnanco .Store, Leich- 49,283 . . 6,300 | Tho Commilteo recommended the
WJAB18;  to | . hardt, N.S,W, addition ot another atory to the
26th-June, | - building proposed, but saved the
1010 cost of anme by concantration
| of Ordnange business. at; Lefch.
‘hardt, A furthor saving of
: £6,300 was offoctod by tho ro-
. -location.of the milway siding
1010, '
10th Juns to | Commonwealth Note 47,800 46,800 . 1,000 | The Comimitteo rocornmended &
7th Oct. Printing Offices . . variation in the floer finish pro-
posed. whioh would result in
aaving of £1,000
1020, o h
4th May to | Ercction of mobilization 78,072 80,472 1,800 . Incrcaso reaulted from the rocom.
9th June and vehicle stores, . mendation of the Committce
Soymour, Victoria that firo: aprinklers bo installed’
[ Tt | _in the Equipment Building,
11th Sund to | Alterationsand Additions 76,014 16,014 e | Becommended 83 proposed
19th July to tho Genoral Post “
. Office, Adolaide, 8.A. q
13th. July to | Mobilization, ahdl vehicle 36,570 o . The Committee, recommended
24ih. Aug. stores, Midland June- |, acquisition-of additional seven
tion, Western Aus. aores and: cottago. thereon, but
sl estimated, that. would bo prao-
tically balanced by eliminatior
| of eroction of carctakor's cottago
. ', proposed
Kidman and Mayoh's { 135,200 Nil T 135,200 | The Committeo recommended that
Wooden: Shlp‘busding i under' no circumstances would
Contraot . tho Commonwealth bo justified
in/taking over the ships
Exlension by two floors 50,000 50,000 Recommended ns proposed
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TRecord of Inquiries—List of proposed publio works inquired into—continved.
" Expenditurs Expendt Amountin | Amountin
feke Proposed Work. o rocommasiion by Ragsol | llouction Remarks,
Govirnmeny, | the Commities.” | prorois 1 proposed.
£ £ £ £
22nd  Deo., | Eroction of an additional 42,030 42,030 . . Recommended aa proposed
1020, ¢ telegraph  lino  from
13th April, Perth ‘to *Eucln _vid
T Transcontinentat Rail-
‘way rouite
23rd  Now., | Erection of additional 37,000 37,000 . - Recommended as proposed
1920, to telophone lino between. .
%g;l; April, Sydney and Melbourne . ’
3rd  March, | Eroction of Ordnanceand 63,041 62,131 . 010 |.Tho Committee .rocommende:d
1821, to | othor Dofence buildings utilization of building to be
6th  Mny, | st Kalvin Grove, Bris. scquired in licu -of: ofecting
1021 bano, Queentsland luneheon-rooms o
23rd  Nov., | Erection of telophune 35,200 31,614 . . The prico of copper fell after
1920, " trunk  Jino between proparation of estimato
Oth  May, | Brishano and Sydnoy -
st Feb,, | Establishment of auto- 89,770 89,770 . . Recommended ns proposed:
1921, matie telophone: ex- '
oth  May, changes at Albjon and
INownmrkae, Queons-
an
17th  May, | Establishment of auto- | 183,002 183,002 . . Rocommonded as proposod
021, L matio tolophono ox-
28th June, |  changes at Ascot Valo .
1921 and North Melbourne,
Vietorin
8th  Muarch, { Acquisition of lands for . . . . . The Committeo recommended—
1921,  to the proposed Anzac Commonwealth
7th  July, Memorial Squarc, Bris- Iands be. transferred to Stato
1921 bane, Queensland: in oxchange for suitablo area
3 for Commonwealth purposes
in an' approved locality, or
alternativoly
5 (5) that = Commonwealth
| arca. bo sold to Brisbane
City Council at valuation,
. or, foiling, acceptanco of (a) or
|~ (b)s that tho Commonwealth
. | agreo .to rolinquish o sirip 40
* feot wido if tho State relinquish
an adjoining strip 160 feet wido
for the lpm-poxm of forming a
Momorial Bquare *
30th  March, | Erootion of offices for | 145,000 145,000 . . Recommended aa proposed
1921, o} ‘Taxation and other
3ed  Aug, | Commonwealth De.
19: partments in Sydne
23rd  Feb., | Re-modolling and addi. | 208,807 289,000 21, . ‘The Committeo's recommendation
1921, to tions, Goneral Post plus cost of land | plus cost ravided an additional’ 24,000
gth Nov., |  Offico, Sydney of lan feet of floor space to enablo thy
building. to be reduced by two
stories, and alow some margin
far expansion whon necessary
28th January, | Extension of the Dot | 4,100,440 1,558,000 .. 2,150,846
1821, to Augusta-Oodnadatia g .
Gth Ootober,|  Roilway from Qodna-
1922 datta to Alico Springs
28th January, | Northorn Territory Rail- | 1,350,208 025,386 . 233,012
1921, to way—Extension from
5th October,|  Mataranka to. Daly . .
192! Waters
1th  Dee., | Sowerngo, Foderal Capital | 66,000 66,000 . . Recommended ns proposed
1021,  to —Construction of Main
Gth April, | Intercopting Sowor from|
1022 centro. of City'to con-
nect with Main Outfall
Sower
16th = Dec, | Waier Supply, Todoral [ 45,200 18,200 . .o | Recommended as proposed
1921, to | Capital—Distributary g
10th April, ‘Works within the City
1922 Area, Canberra .
10th  Dee,, | Construction of Hostel at 08,760 62,000 . 36,750 | Committeo recommended that oone
1921, to era, with neces. struction be limited to central
11th April, sary engineering and block and holf tho number of
1922 ' othor services ypavilions proposed
25th  Jan,, | Automatic TelophonoEx- | 121,086 121,086 n . ' Recommended as proposed
1922, to change and E%\lipmnn&
3lst  May, at South risbane,
19! Queensland
20th  Jan, | AutomatioTelophoneEx- | 44,676 44,570 . . Recommended as proposed
1922, chango and Equipmont
3lst May, { atCabtesloe, W.A,
192
24th  Feb,, | Offico Accommadation for | 208,050 125,000 .- 84,060
1922, Federal Faxation De-
Lith March, partment in Melbourno
1922
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Reeord of Inquiries.—List of proposed public worka inquired into—continued.
Expeniitur txpendil AmountIn | Amount in
Datoot Propoted Wark. P |, APy | ool | Jieduction Remarks
Tnquley. Government, | the Committee, propoeed. | propowd.
.
\ £ £ £ 3 .
23rd  Fob,, | Offico Accommodation in 116,000 115,000 . . Recommended as proposed
1022, to Adelaido for various .
7th  Aprl, |- Commonwealth  De.
2 partments Ted "
15th  March, Aut}?mnﬂc'[elo Imi‘: l-‘lm 161,610 161,610 . . Recommended as propose
922, to| changes and Equip-
lmlx’ Juno, ent. ot DBrighton,
L @lenelg, and, Prospect,
4th May, Auf:}tlmlmtio Telephono Bx. | 404242 419,342 16100 | .| view of waluo of ste, tho Com-
1022, " chango and Equipment . recommend
196h" Octy | at City South. Sydnay atory | b:‘x‘l)d;li‘in licu of threo
22
8th May, { AutomaticTelophonoEx- | 487,462 497,452 . . Recommended as proposed
1022, to changes and Equipment
14th, Bopt., |  at Eaat Sydney, Rand.
2 yick, Waverl, and
ordon, N.o.AY.
10th  Aug, |- Automatic Tetephono Ex- | 111,738 111,738 . . Recommended as proposed
1022, to.|' changeand Equipment
20th Aug., l;,t So;;eh Melbourne,
2 ioto
10182 Aug,, ]‘ﬁwl,%lhrhgcrt ,ul Axi:to- 113,022 113,022 .o . Recommended as proposed
1922, ‘to matic Telephone Ex-
20th’ Bepts, cvlmngc at Canterbury,
e i 2, 42,121 | Committeo recommended  that
o, A | e Hematone B | s - ' existing manual exchango could
a :’;mnge‘ at l.‘Box Hiil, g Hn kopt in operation :v;tlllgmgxs
ietori letriment to service until
2051? Aug, P;Xv‘;'si::nn of Additiom;(l 31,600 31,600 " . Recommonded as proposed._
1022, Quarters ot Point Cook, .
10th Qet., Vie, for Siaf of Rogal
22 ustralian Air Force .
7th Qct,, Emcti‘oxl\ 8‘[[‘ Com%op~ 127,000 115,000 . 12,000 Cog;n'\:‘tl:ﬁ!emrgo(}(:‘nlc?::gﬁ orection
1922, to. woalth fices, DBrise
28th Oct, bane
w22
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