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EXTRACT FROM VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

No. 6 or 9tn Marcn, 1923,
13 Prmuc Works Comdrrse—REFERENCE 0F WoORK—PROVISIONAL ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES, CANDERRA,—Mr,

. Stewart (Minister for Works and Railways) moved, by leave, That, in accordance with the provisions of the
Commonralth Public Works Committee Act 1913-1921, the following work be referred to the Patlinmentary
Standing Committee on Public Works for its investigntion and report thercon, viz, —The construotion of
Provisional Administrative Offices, with accessory engincering,and other services, at Canberra,

Mr. Stewari having lnid on the Table plans, &c., in connexion with the proposed work—

Debate ensued.

Question—put and passed.

LIST OF WITNESSES.

Colling, James Richard, Seeretary Commonwealth Treasury - . .. - .. 13

de Burgh, Erncst Macartney, 3. Inst. C.E., Chief Engineer for Water Supply and Sewerage, Public Works
Department, NS.W. - o - - . . . . . w8

Garran, 8ir Robert Randolph, M.A., K.OM.@., Commonwealth Solicitor-Genoral, and Secretary, Attorney- 15
General's Department . . . " .. . -

Hill, Thomas, Chief Engineer, Department of Works and Railways . > .. 1,13
Murdoch, John Smith, Chief Architeet, Department of Works rnd Raibways .. .18
Owen, Percy Thomas, Dircctor-General of Works, Pepartment of Works and Railways “ N o 8
Oxenham, Justinian, S Y, P General's Department . .. .- . .. 15
Ross, Herbert Ernest, Architect and Consulting Engineer, Sydney . o . .. 12
Sulman, John, Constlting Architeet and Town Planner; Sydney . .. - o 18
Witkinson, Leslie, Professor of Architecture, Sydney University .. . . . .12

PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

‘) P-ROVISIONAL ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE BUILDINGS,
CANBERRA.

REPORT.

The Parlinmentary Standing Committee on Public Works, to swhich the House of

Representatives referred, for investigation and report, the question of the

o - construction of Provisional Administrative Offices, with accessory engineering and
other services at Canberra, has the honour to report as follows :—

. * PROPOSAL UNDER CONSIDERATION.

- 1. The: proposal submitted is that of providing office accommodation for those
Commonyealth. officials whose attendance will be required at Conberra by the time. Parliament
is opened there. The work projected is the ercction of a group of single-story buildings for
Departments, on  site north of that proposed for the Provisional Parliament House.

‘2. The group as planned will consist of twelve separate office buildings, and a refectory and
recreation building of light timber frame construetion’; also two buildings of brick or concrete
construction to accommodgte departments and records whose preservation from fire is deemed
specially important. ( Hlan Ne2)

ESTIMATED COST;

3. The estimated cost of the buildings, including relative engineering services, is set down

a% £135,500,.and the time of completion two years from date of approval.

COMMITTER'S INVESTIGATIONS.

4. The Commitice visited Canberra, inspected the site proposed, tock evidence from the
Director-General of Works, the Chief Commonwealth Architect, the Chairman and Members of
the Federal Capital Advisory Committee, heads of Commonwealth Departments, and others.

5. It was ascerteined. that the proposal submitted is on the: lines recommended by the
Federal Capital Advisory Committee in its First General Report, that temporary buildings be
provided to do duty until the time arrives when it may be expedient to erect permanent structures.

‘6. The Advisory Committec’s Report contemplated thet by the time Parliament meets

" at Canberra, some 147,000 square feet of floor space will be requisite for departments ; the proposal

now submitted would contribute about 84,000 square feet of that estimated space.

7. 1t is. stated that further office accommodation is intended to be provided as may be
required in a similarly planned group of buildings in a correspondin(gL:e]ative position to the east
of the site suggested for the Provisional Parliamentary buildings. ( B, Man l)

Site.

8. The site selected for these buildings is within the Government Triangle to the south of
the Molonglo, and is the western block with circular frontage towards Commonwealth-avenue,
of the third group from Chmp Hill, designed for Government buildings on the Griffin plan, as
indicated by letter A on attached plan No. 1.

The-group of buildings now proposed will cover a total area of 860 feet by 500 feet, but more
than half of the area will be occupied by roads and lawns. _The position selected is conveniently
situated as regards the proposed Provisional Parliament House, and would be approximately
1,200 yards from the proposed hostel for officials.

9. The site is not quite satisfactory from a building, point of view. Some. earthworks will
be necessary, but they are not regarded as serious, and on the whole, the site can be made suitable
for buildings of the. class contemplated.
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Buildings.

10. On the site mentioned it is proposed that there shail be erected twelve separate single--
story buildings of timber frame construction, covered with hardwood weatherboard and plaster
sheets or vorrugated iron painted white or a light grey and with tiled roofs. Two buildings are
proposed to be of brick or conciete to accommodate those departments such as the Treasury and
I‘u.xu.tmn Departments, whose récords will be of greater importance. These two fire-t ,lgtlpg
buildings are planned to be 88 feet long and 51 fect wide with a flab roof ; the idea being that,
as they stand in front of the central recreation building—the highest of the group—a clear view
may be had over them from such building. Inside, the measurement from floor to ceiling of all
buildings within the group, will be 12 feet,

... 11, In the centre of the group it is proposed to have a refectory and recreation hall. This
building may be used in the evenings by permission of the Government for lectures, Public Service
examinations, and also, in the early stages of Canberra, for-social purposes. The main hall is
80 feet by 50 feet, and it will accommodate about 350 diners, There will be a verandah at each
end, lavatories for both sexes, men’s recreation room 21 feet x 44 feet, and a ladies’ recreation room
24 feet x 22 feet. At one side of the dining hall there is a kitchen 30 feet square, o scullery,, cool
stores, a changing room for the male. employees, bathroom; and lavatories, and two siall bédrooms
to accommodate any of the members of the staff who may be required t6 live on the premises.
There is a room for o refrigerator and a heating chamber to provide a hot-water service’for the whole
of the buildings in the group. On the opposite side of the main diniing hall a#é the recreation
rooms, and bieycle sheds are placed at the right and left of the yard.

. 12, Tt was stated in evidence that thé principal consideration in suggesting that the
buildings be of wood and iron and of the lay-out proposed, was to comnply with the Governinent's
desire that this accommodation be provided as quickly as'possible at & minimum-cost.. Although
buildings of the class proposed would have a life of 40-or 50 years, it is the view of the Advisory;
Committee that at Jeast soie of them may be removed in ten yesrs, and in that event, wood end:
iron buildings would be more easily removed foruse elsewhere, and would have a greater recoverable
value than brick or concfete.

Danger of Fire.

13. It was stated in evidence that there will be o certain danger of fire in ‘Wéod 'anidbirdn:
struc tures of the cluss contemplated, and that one strong reason for dividing the group into sections
instead of concentrating the required accommodation into buildings of two or more stories was to
provide for greater safety. If u fire were to break out in a wooden frame structure, it would be
expected tu burn tu the ground, but the risk to vther buildings is reduced by erecting a nuriber of'
small isolated blocks. To cope with possible outbreak of fire, the block is proposed to be encircled
by a ring wain with hydrants ut intervals arranged under the supervision of the Chief Officer,
Metropolitan Fire Brigades, Victoria.

. Too Scattered.
14, The effect of this system of small isolated blocks, however, is to ‘make the' plaﬁ» very’

scattered for administrative purposes, and involves greater expenditure in' providing for the
cssential services of lighting and heating, &c.—the estimate in this regard being over £30,000:

The propusal that future accommodation required should be lucated in the same relative position

towards Federal-avenue, would place a distance of approximately 1,800-feet between the nearest

and about 2,600 feet between the most distant buildings in the respective groups.

More’ Permanent Structures. .

15. Some members of the Federal Capital Advisory Committee explained that they were
not very favorably disposed to have office buildings of timber and iron, butthat these designi
were adopted in an endeavour to conform to the Government’s request that the accommodation’
be provided as quickly as possible, and at a minimuin cost.

16. It was ascortained in evidende that if the buildings were erected in bricls, instead of in
}:Vf)EOd 8&12:15[1‘ iron, the cost would be about 15 per cent. more, 7.c., an additional £20,325—or a total.of

5,825,

COMMITIEE'S DECISIONS. .

17. After careful consideration of all the evidence placed before it, the Committee is
unanimously of opiniun that in the interests of efficiency and economy the Federal Capital Advisory
Committee’s recommendation for temporaty offices in the posilion indicated should ndt:be
accepted. 1t is felt that under no circumstances would it be justified in récommending' that
Government officials and important public documents be lioused in woud' and iron buildings. If
brick stracturcs were prupused, of the same design and lay-out, the cust would be approximately
£155,825, but there would still remain many objectionable features. The Committee is,y however;
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selzed of the importance of having adequate office ace dation available as early as possible
and recommends that two wufiits of two-storied brick or concrete buildings be provided on the
east and west of the two blocks to the north of the proposed Parliamentary buildings (as indicated
by. Letter (' on attached plan No. 1) to contain approximately 84,000 square feet of effective office
aécomrnodation, with addifional necessary space for refectory purposes. The buildings should
be so designed as to admit of such extension as will provide for all office accommodation required in
the first stage of the city. If this 'be done, two units of permanent buildings will be available,
approximately 1,000 feet apart, and o similar distance from the permanent Parliament Flouse
site on Camp Hill, and in positions allocated for office purposes on the accepted plan. In these
buildings, gﬁe Committee considers comfortable office accommodation, proyided with central
heating, electric light, &c., should beé made available in large open spaces in accordance with
modern practice..
18. The decision) arrived at by the Committee in connexion with this matter is shown hy

the following extraet froni'its minutes of proceedings, namely :—

Mr. Buagetgy moved : That two units of two-storied brick or conorte haillings e prav- 141 u the east
and west of the two blocks to the north of the proposed Patliamentary building, to eontam approxunatelv, 84.000
aquare. feet of cffective office space, together with necessary space for refectory purposes

Seconded by Senator Newland,

Mr MackAY moved as an d + That the jodation be provided in one building

. Scconded by Senator Prain,
The Committee divided on the amendment—

Ayes (2) Noes}(5).
Mr. Mackny Mr. Blakeley
Senator Plain Mr. Cook

Mr. Gregory

Mr. Jackson

Senator Newland
And so it passed in the negative,

The original motion was then put and carried unanimously.

+ Competitive Designs.

19. It was stated in evidence that a promise was made hy a previous (lovernment to the
architects of Austrelia ¥hat when the erection of any permanent Government Imildings was in
contemplation for Canberra, competitive designs would be invited for them, and the members of
the Advisory Committee are agreed that this should be done. Tt was further stated that if a
yominetition were held, it might be expected to take about six months. and the wheole delay
involved in erecting permanent instead of temporary offices would he ahout twelve manthe that is
to say, the permanent buildings would be ready for occupation within three years from the date
of approvel, or in ample time to insure that they can be occupied before Parliament meets at
Canberra.

) 20. The decision arrived at by the Committee in connexion with this matter is shown by
the following extract from its minutes of proceedings:—

Mz, Brakerey moved . That competitive designs be invited fmmediately from the arehitucte of Anstralie for
the two blocks of Administrative offices ded

Seconded by Senator Newraxy,

The C itteo divided on the moti
Ayes (6). No. (1).
Senator Newland - A Mr. Mackay R
Senator Plain
Mr: Blakeley M
M. Cook

Me, Gregory
Mr. Jackson

And'so it was.resolved in the affirmative.
Refectory,

21. The proposal to provide a dining-room in which the officials could purehase their
mid-day mes] commended itself to the Committee, as il is realized tlint, in the carly stages of the-
city, at any rate, there may be wanting facilities for obtaining meals at a convenient distance
from the Government office block. It is therefore recommended that the necessary provision be
made for same in one of the units proposed.

29, In connexion with this matter, the ("Cmmittee is unanin ausly of opinien that the
officials themselves should appoint a committee to control the dining voom, and be vesponsible for
the cost of food supply; service and renewals. |
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SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS.
23. Briefly summarized, the r
(i) That the suggestion of the Federat Capital Advisory ¢
offices be not aceepted (page iv).
(i) That two units of per + buildings be erected (page v}.
(ifi). That the office accommodation provided be in large open spaces (page v).

{iv) That the buildings be heated by hot water adiators (page v).
(v) That a dining-room be provided in one block, to be controlled by a Committee of
officials, who would be responsible for the cost food supply, eervice and
renewals {(page v). '

lations of the Cc ittee are :— -
ittee to erect

porary

H. GREGORY, -
Chairman.

Office of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works,
TParliament House, Melbourne,
215t June, 1923,

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE.

" (Taken at Yarralumla.)
MONDAY, 0rnt APRIL, 1923.
Present:
Mr. Greaory, Chairman;

Senstor Foll - " Mr. Cook
‘Senator Newland Mr, Jackson
Senator Plain r, Mackay.
Mr, Blakeley .

Thomas Hill, Engineer, Department of Works and
~ " Railways, sworn and exmnined.

1. To the Chairman—The engincering services re-
quired in connexion with the administrative offices

risy sowerage, storm water drainage, water
supply, heating, vacunm cleaning, electric lghting, and
cooking in the refectory. Sewerage and storm-water
drains aro estimated to cost £5,875 169, and. paths and
strect £7,000. The proposed kitchon equiptent wilt
include—One central or wall range and one inde-
pendent grill; alternatively, one ronsting oven and one
grill with hot-plate extension; two three-chamber steam.
cookers; one 464gallon steara-heated: stock pot, two
5-gallon steam-heated boiling paus, twa 10-gallon stenm-
heated boiling pans, one 20-gallon steam-heated boiling,
pan, one dish-washing hnachine, one pot sink, two
carving nnd serving tables, one pastry oven, cool stores
with ice’trays and ice storage, hot water from steam-
heated" eylinder, one stenm. boiler located in boilor-
house at rear of building. Tt was thought that this
plant would cater for 500 diners, and with somé addi-
tionsl pots and pans that number contd possibly be
doubled. We are not installing an_ice:plant, but will
provide a copl chamber, which will be stoeked with
ice made at the power-house under mechanieal control.
On kitchen equipment ws estimato fo spend £3,600;
on. vacuum cleaning, £2,250; and on heating with walt
radiators, pump,, pipes, aud a boiler in the basement,
£7,500; making a total- of £13,260, The heating will
be by means of a separate east-iron boiler. We are
not providing. hot. water in the lavatories. The main.
sewer will be eclose handy, and the connexions will be
simple. It is thought that this kitchen will serve also
]the further. group of administrative officea to be built
ater. -
9. To Mr. Blakeley—The tile-making machinery at
Cayberra s the latest of its type, and Jias been erected
after 1 study of the machinery in the factories at pre-
sent, making tilos in Melbourne and Sydney. Experi-
mental floor tiles are being made by hand, but the
machinery now installed will make any pattern of tiles;
all thot s -required is anm. alteration of the dies.
we went in for glizing, we would require a separate
pot. kiln,

9. To Me. Jackson—~Carpots are all right as a floor
covering if' there is n good vacuum-cleaning system
used. regularly. In thote circumstances the earpet is
not unhygienie, and is very corfortable. I would pre-
for rubber flooring in the corridors, but earpets in the
rooms. Carpets are included jn the fmrnishings.

4, To Senalor Plrin~We have mude experimenta
with fircbricks, and the shale is satisfnotory for that
purpose, but at present: there is no cull for them,

5. Ta Mr, Mackay. -The.estimate 1 huve given, pro-
vidos for a fully furnished kitehen eapable of aupplying
luncheon for officers, as is. done at the Commonwealth
Bank, Sydney, and the Genern} Fost Office, Melhourne.
Tt will -compete with the hostel, but only for lunch and
afternoon. tea. ’ .

(Zaken at Yarralumla.)

TUESDAY, 10ru APRIL, 1623.
Present:
My, Greaory, Chairman;
Senator Foll Mr. Caok
Senator Newland Mr. Jackson
Senator Plain Mr. Mackay,
Mr. Blakeley
John Smith Murdoch, Chief Architect, Department of
Works and Railways, sworn and examined.

6. To the Chairman~The Dinister for Works and
Railways in submitting to Parliament a niotion_for
the of the projected administrative offiees
to this Committes mentioned that the proposal was to
erect a group of separate single-story buildings for
Departments on a site to the north of that proposed for
the provisional Parliament House, The group of office
buildings as planned will comprise twelve separate
huildings, and o refeciory and recreation hall, all tor
be of Lght timber frame constmetion, and also two
buildings. of brick or conecrete construction to accom-
modate functions and records whose preservation from
fire is. important, The proposal is thus on lines recom-
mended by the Advisory Committee in its first general
yeport {hat temporary buildings be provided to do duty
for departmental purposes until the time arrives when
it may be expedient to ercet permanent strueturcs.
After doing duty as offices the proposed buildings mey
be cventually removed for mse as schools, dwellings,.
stores, &e. 'The Advisory Committee’s report contem-
plated that by the tme Paadiament smeets at Can-
herra some 147,000 feet of floor space will be requisite
for the Departments. The proposal now submitted’
to the Conmnittee will coniribute nbout 84,000 feet of
that estimated space. Further office accommodation
is to de provided as may be required in a similarly
planued group of buildings in 2 corresponding relative
position to the east of the site suggested for the provi-
sional Parliament ITouse, The total probable cost of
the Iwildings. comprising the greup Uefore the Com-
mittee, including related enginecring services, is esti-
mated at £135500. The site is within the official
triangle to the south of the Molonglo Basin, as shown
on Mr. Griflin's plan, and is destined to accommodate
some of the permanent Government buildings, but it
is possible that by the time theso are erccted the
life: of the temporary structures now under considern-
tion will have expired. Tt is proposed that twelve of
the buildings shall be of timber frame eonstrucetion
covered: with hardwood weatherbonrd and plaster
sheots, or corrugated iron painted white or a light
grey. At the end of their period of uscfulness on this
site the buildings will have some residusl valtie for use
clsowhere,  1'wo buildings in the group will b of con-
crote to accommodate those Departments whose
roeords will ‘be of great impdrtance, such ag the titles
office and the Taxation Department. The refectory
and recreation hall, whiel occupies the centre of the
gronp, it a concession to the comfort of the officers, and
will peovide & diviugrocm and weeting place in the
middle of the day, such as is provided in many ordi-
nary business offices, It ia really an officers’ welfare
Luilding. Many of the officers witl be living at a
considerable distance, and only the senjor ones
may be able to go homo for lunch. The idea 13 to
provide n building in which the officers may have
their lunch, and sit and read during the luncheon hour.
Tt is the laygest and most expensive building of the
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coup, hut it is intonded thap §t shall also serve linked in pairs, The. ‘detailed plan ghows the aite . .
ﬁ shl'uilur group of bLuildings to be erected to the pf the main floor of each to be 88 feot by 51 feﬁ‘; ll}ﬁ ‘ Ogcul Tho caratakers 2150 would superintend the drains, £6,500; paths and streets, £5,000; or & total of.
sast of Parliament Houso It is suggested fhat the eon 8 projecting wing 44 feet by 38 fEEC-L The walls wi 3{ ice (I!Eﬂllel‘!. From thoir houses they would have a  £31,9%0 The  large ongineering costa are due
tral position in the other group may, perhaps, bo used b 12 fooy bigh.” Assu tho p b ow along the roadways between the buildings, These to tho wide Jrea of “land over which  the
for the nationat library, when the natioun! eollection Which the averuge Dogurintent may bo expect L to To- qpn;!ers will comprige g Sitting-room, three bpdroamg. buildings are distributed Heating of the build.
breaks its temporary connoxion with the Federal quire thore will be a corridor for a certain distanco itchen, verandak, and onclosed yard, 7The residenco is ngs In some form will be necepsary.  We have
Parliamentary Library. The two fire-proof buildings giving gceess to rooms measuring 24 feet by 20 feet, oood distanco from Parliament House, and is not considered tho iustallation of fireplaces, but, 14
will base 4 Hat roof, the ide being that ns they stand 37 feat by 24 feet, 35 foet by 20 feet, 20 feet by 11 feet, d ed or cor he rem of that build-  ing regard to the cost of fuel and chimney construetion,
m front of the central recreation building, the highest 35 fee by 20 feet, 20 feot by 11 feet, apd 84 feet by ing will provide 4,335 super. feet of floor space, all - we thought jt better to face the cost of g bLot-water
of the group, a eclear view  over them “may  gg oot The floor space rpravxdq(_i in edch of theso six of which I have nssumed to be offective; certainly, no hr’nung system,  The amount allowed for paths and
ba had from the recreation building. ~ The size buildings is 5,648 feet. The genéral arrangement in corridors wjj) be taken out of it. An exact replica  strects includes the formation of the main streets around
of each of these concrote buildings js 88 feet long similar to that in the buildings I have previously de- ! of this huilding is proposed for the gouth-eastern corner the group and the paths within it. No special water
by 81 feet wide At ome end iz an entrance  goppoq including, lavatories for men and women, an of the groyp, The remaining building at the nopth- supply will be, involved.  “The water main passes the
hall with messenger's ucmmmodntinn_r and at the other entrance hall, and messengers’ ﬁccnmmgdgngn. Weo eastern corner will be thq same ip fo.n.n.aa the othu;s, Froup, and retienlation pipes are included in the cost
nd, between two porohes, lavatories for men land propose the ordinary hip tile roof. The extérnal con- bug the floors will be seithout subdivisions, and’ will of i buildings, .
women are arranged, At its Jower end each building struction consists of battens to the flgor -Ic\'e_l. then pX’OVldO.G,57G. super. feot of office space, I have assumed I ere preparing plans for perwanent buildings
will be about 16 feef high, and at. its highest end about coriugated galvanized won puinted créam or” white, that this building will bs used by some department, my design would be quite different, hecanse I would
14 feet Inside, the measurements from floor to celing  \ith %y frieze of weatherhoard, I wounld be intlined such ng the Taxation Dopartment, which employs & be employing difforent materialy, For instance, the
will be 12 feet, Tt is estimated that, after taking out 1y have 5 dado of weatherboards underneath. the largo zumber of clerieal hands: When theso drawings  outward expression of buildings of wood and iron is
what may be assumed to be g reagonable space for  gwiydow sills, and then put iron between the window were made, it was intended that the telephpne exchange  altogether different from that of buildings 'n Lr ok,
corridor purposes, each of these buildings: will provide iy and the roof. T suggest that in thess simple build- s should occtipy one of the fireproof buildings, but, s conereto, or atone, If the money were gyailsll~
about 3,920 super. feet of effective office space. T’ ings pleasing effeet bo obtained by contrdst in the, A result of later conversation, we consider it likely that  the eroetion of brick buildings, I would ceriatd, p,. -
have assumed: that an office subdivision sk a8 I am  mgtorinl” employed, The cost of this group of six tha telophone exchange will take the place of the pose buildings of two or thres storics, Such buildings
about to deseribe will be found to be necessary, I have buildings will be £5,427 each, or a fotal of £33,500, | quarters :.llh_alteq to the postmustor, The estimated cost  would have (o conform to the design of the permanent
shown 4 corridor through the middle of the building  The fldors will be of tongued and grooved hardwood. . of the building in which the post oflice is to be situated Parliament Houso  On account of the conformation of
about 22 fect long, and on each side of if offfces 20 feet | do not expect them to shrink, but in any case I sup- 18 £6,87¢ and of the other three end buildings, £6,530 ¢ aump Hill, the chances are that there will be in the per.
% 11 foet, 24 fect x 20 foet, 30 feet x 11 feet, and & poge they will mainly be ovorlaid with linolenm, cach, or n total of £26,46p, The zofectory and the re. manent Parlimnent Ilouse two floors lowor than ‘the
large general offics 49 foot % 34 feot, None of thess My, Griffin's lay-out. of tho stieets and” paths pio. creation buxldu(n}g iay bo used in the evenings by per-  mawm floor. But if this pavilion sysfem of buildings
rildings has yet been allotted to any particuldr vides that this block shall bo pemi-circiilar st mission of the Government for lectures, Public Servies Were decided upen, they would have very much the sares
Department, but if we provide buildings with opon  the uorth-western ond, and in ofder to’" coin examinations, and also, in the carly stages of Canborra, appearauce a3 those I 'have designed, and I would not
floors, they can be subdivided to meet the requirements form to that plan, the two buildings at that eid for soofal purposes. The main hall is 80 feet by 50  suggest .onrx-ymﬁ these pnvll'm'us to_n height of two
of the partieular Departments to which they may be have to take a special form, We are proposing two feet, and it will accommodate about 350 diners. Thers Stories, inasmue as- the brovisional Parliament. Houge
subsoquently allocatol. Ty ws necessery for us to  buildings rathes A1 nt.in o} er from ‘thé ofhars, will beu\'erm?duh at each end, lavatories for both sexes, cunuot 13e wnde 2 two-story building beeause of the
assume somothing for the purpose of esfimating the because they will be facing the main -Cox};mo‘x}waalgh- mex‘l’s, recreation room (21 feet by 44 foot), and a expeatation that eventually ‘the permavent Parliament
Proboble quantity of flvor space that might bee pro.  ayenue. Ono will eontain the post offico for ths official ladies’ recreation room (24 oot by 22 feot).” At ono  1louse will bo crested un Camp Hill, and will require
vided for a certain sum of money, The flat roof will district, which will be used Dy the residents of this side of the dining hall there 4 a kitehen 30 fent square, 4 view over the top of the Drovisional bujldings, 1f
be supported by reinforeed conoveto stanchions, The ares and the inmates of the hostels, These biildings are o scullery, cool stores, o changing room for the maly buildings-of two or three stories are erceted, the whole
interior walls will be only 2 inches thick, and the. whole L-shaped; portion will be allotted to the post office, omployecs, bathroom, and lavatories, and two small bod. of the spaco Jeserved  for  Government edifices
of them may be removed in a few days, if necessary.  another portion uay beo utilized for quarters for the rsoms to recommodate .any of the members of the Will not be required for centuries, but the American
Thus the building is thoroughly adaptable to tho post and the remainder will consist of depait- staff who may e required to live on the premises, People found that through Jtaking too restrioted
requirements of any Department that may ocupy it mental offices. The dopartmental ofice spase is 75 Lhote is room for n refrigerator and \ heating cham-  viow of the probable expansion of Washington, they
There is no basement, and no secess to the roof of the by 43 feet, giving o total of 3,600 sitper. foet of Boor, bor to provide a hot-water sorvioe for the whole of the were commeneing to invade the plan of the city with

building, The roof will be either ©of malthoid or which we assume will be used as one big room; in fact,
nsphnltglnid over the concrete, although I know of a  we have in view the utilization of th_gltl office by the
coucrete building in Melbourne the roof of which hay  Works and, Railways Department, which does nf“ l:et'
neither malthoid' nor asphalt, the concrete being made  quire any subdivision of floors, T‘heﬁ'\;gola for ‘fﬁ::e
witerproof by using alum in the. water when mixing. 3,600 auper. feet may bo regarded as effective for owbe
The two fire-proof buildings are estimated to cost purposes. The entrance hall and ]avatglry. gccon_a’.ﬂl
£4785 each.  The gross space within the walls of each dation are similar 16 those in other buildings, ; he
building will' be 4,850 feot, I think that 8,000 feet of eleotrie sub-station for tfansforming Ppurposes hﬂs B%“
fire-proof floor space ottt of g totdl of 147,000 feot §s linked up in this building: The post office anf ‘“b'
a fairly liberal allowance, . station will occupy a space of approximately 50 feep by
. 25 feet, and the postmaster’s quarters 49 féet by 50
In tho centre of the group, ol each 5idg of the to- feet; but nftor this plan was drafied I had a converda-
fectory, are two timber buildings, each containivg i with tlie postal guthorities, who have como ‘to the
3,920 feet of eflective office modati They Tusion that it will be proferable for tho. postmaster
will be tinther-studdod buildings with plaster interiors, to have an isolated cottuge rather than be provided
plaster or corrugated-iron ceilings, and externsl walls with quurters in this building, If that ides be adopted,
of woutherbonrd or corrugated irop, 16 order o give b, portion now allotted as quarters for the postmaster
as plensing an effect s possible, T would propose that may be utilized for the automatie telepboxxe.axclggng;.
from the foundations. to the window sills the walls It has been suggested that the post offico, instedd of
should bo of weatherboard, and from the window sills being on the main avenue, should bo at the edstern
vorrugated galvanized iron paiuted white or 8oy, I ond of the group, where it would be nearer the. Pyr-
do not anticipate that these buildings will be 100 hot Jinment Ilonse and the corresponding group of “offices
in summer or tas cold in winter. Burldings of theso g e crected to the enst of the parlizmentary building,
materials will have the maNimum of value for recovers: T thiwk thay is very desirable, far, after all, this post
or removal.  Corrugated-iron buildings look very well.  office will be mainly for offieial use, and will not. be
These structures are ns cheap: a5 any we ean erect 10 patronized very iuch by the publiec. The mair post
give reasonabls comifort to porsons working 1 them, offive will' be at the civic contre, The i]eighbourg'nk
and the life of the material, if judiciously selected, building at this end of the group is of the sgme des
might be extended for 2lmost any period. There are  axd form, but the space corresponding to that allotted
three pairs of these twin buildings, euch pair COSlNg 1o the postmaster m the other-building will be used a9
£6,152, moking a total of £18,456, exclusive of engineer-  residence for the earainkor of the ‘group. This i
ing services, for the six.  The next buildings are the to he a large group of buildings, and I think it would
outer olies on the two long sides of the group. For  be well to have a corelaker's tesidenco at cach endt
the sake of effeet and the preservation of o eonsenient of the groups, so that there will' be a feason-
form, we have designed them jn n T shape. There are  able chance” night and day of , preventing un-
six of thess buildings, the four on the northewert Yeing  authorszed persons  from  wandering  about the®

buildings in tho group. On the opposite side of thy 4l kinds of things that shonld properly ocoupy land
main diving ball are tho recreation rooms, and bieyele °"l"G’"“"}’ for g il b ildings.
sheds aro placed at the right and lef of the yard, The A ?(ll‘t f;‘l"‘"’n Jiars ago & Royal Commission invasty.
B oGt e e ot g B R0 o
cet, and of the sinaller rooms 12 foer, e oxterna) K o suali - be
copstruation will be of weatherboard and corrugated- ;es‘ii"?d m"""‘]‘lsl"elylfor govemx)?ental lpurposes on
galvanized iron painted, Whodeg battens wil) bp 2 defim bp "“'2 .f“p’l"’” tho Mall at Wash.
o e the conirr st v oo s, vl asks o Bl sige’ B0 100, 500 fo
3 1¢ eitoet will ba obtain f (g y Py
by ua'ns weathorboards from the tloor to the window Are taking the big view, and Mr. Griflin hag dove the
1ills, an from the sills to the caves painted galvinized :““l‘leire‘:m;f:"“}"ge:‘:fh f}‘), h“? ”fn tﬁ‘"' g’xo\iel;nment
TSl bx e o ot Tnside gl 5wk of fni gy et possitlo govern
Leight of the doors, and Plaster above, thus giving an  mmental requirements in the future. Possibly even with
effective appearance without incurring great expoges, g"‘f::ﬁo%ob"éi‘g"ﬁl’mfchf w’g’}f ‘]'1‘; ”";’I aea “"I{I b:
The estimated cost of this building js £9,189. W ex. the tetont }’ h - {”l b s.](‘;. y to 'c,‘c‘? :l:
pect thqt the refectory mll be condneted on the caf?- mmoux o 0; .!.9 go,eﬁnmen o ) '\'u mgsmﬂéooo':)‘m;
' ;ex;x’:lg;]‘:um ]Iﬁl"hils“:‘he?l hfﬁ"i’:efm {r?rm :!121'30 until peapls in o:le?nféozp:rl;einutop\(\)‘ﬁlaltnn:‘z’\l; ﬁc reql;ireé by
3 9 05“" o Kitehen gta Wil arrange ’ v .
fll;e, dlilsI{os on dﬂm counlfle_; and the cuslor?er will mnﬁe :’]:: og’f}";‘:g';?i’;}ébég::‘:2‘:;J_’fegce vhen Australia hea
is choies and enr t a table, 2
lc:al‘dill;]vnslll()\\'c!lurjt;()llIllsfcl‘r?‘.“ivtﬁoa:(‘u::blg tl\f:ﬁ?{c‘l’xlé:? T estimate that the construction of these temporary
. No doubt the Govermment will, as th oy have nlrendy' (I)’!ﬁt'? buildings will occufpyht\\'o‘years from 1:lmktmm that
d in the Pert < 9 Y ! Arilament approves of the seheme, I think tho aim
?]xi‘:e,‘:ndhi';l thirlee\f;]f;itccgg;ogé 1?,]:1[\.516%33:,23, Il::‘:' of the Gm'(-rmpont'wouhl be to allow this group of
o i e SR e PR G B
Wess 0] 00 v v wil Aerid .
mess on disimn{)oer: px;rc;"gn‘;xc;;: eéhg:d],yn:stlu:;;si\gll;] little use without accommodation for hy Departments,
Wo mOy expert a cafotoriy svstnu{ to bo ):m Io eI:i F 1: I have henrd all sorts of Oﬁtimistic opinions expresgad
the six halls comncotin the grouns of ofl;‘ z 1 b o in regurd to the speed with whieh building may pro-
allowed £1.000, Tho . s lm?; Tron d’°° T coed ag Cruberra, but T think that we can fairly esti-
cludo lavatories any Waler sorgie. T, &Y ”t" ’"'r mate that three years from now must clapse before all
i ineating cons, e viee. ne costs of e temporary,” Government buildings will e ready
o ongillearing setvicss are estimated as follows ;. or  oecupation. I have jn ming tho difficulty
Eleotrieal inslul tion, £8,700; |ll‘il||llg. Lhinny ¢ obtaining  gond workmen,  and housing  them
Vfu:‘uum_'clv:m_lug, an 805 kitelwon Cailipment, £3,500; comforiably,”  Thesy problems wusy by considered
0“;118;(?‘“;1-"'@' ueluding water supply aud sewerage  sido by side,  Thow who think (hat Canborra can be
" 7036—!
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. . R - by 800" feet, but moro than half of the area will bo tho concrete floor would bo lost. Nevercheles, I accapt
functioning as the legislative centre of the. Common-  available for erecting buildings in the future 4o meet ooonpied. by roads and lnwns. Tho estimated requive-  Colund Owey’s stiggestion. I do not think that the
wealth in three years' time take too optimistic a  the expansion of Departments bov;lpc:d in_contignous ) ment. of 147,000 super: feot of floor space is caleulated  \dvisory Coipmitier has suggested that there should be
view. Such o development, ia, I think, physically im- uildings, Arch urally tha of a second ' upon the space at present occupied: by the head offices & stpariile refectory and recreation hull for each group
possible, and in any case is undesirable ' [ do not think  floor would improve the appearance of the group, The ) in Melbourne, plus g reasonable allowance for expan.  of administrative offices. Lt i3 not more intonvenient
that tho buildmg of the Federal Cupita) shottld be pro-  gite fails awiy from near the front of Parliament sion. The various Departments supplied a return set.  for en engaged fn one group to go to anmother for
ceeded with so rapidly as to unduly draw skilled labour  House towards the new hostel, and the fall occurs ting forth their probable requirements at Canberra. Iynrh than it js for men emploged. in the Common-
from those commercial contres where it is s much fairly rapidly after the centra line of ,the group is The principal deration in ling wood and  wealth offiees in Melbourne to go to Collins-streot or
required, It would be an excellent thing, if men skilled passed. We do not wish to bmld‘. high, but * the iron for the temnporary structures was the recoverable  Bourke-street for their midday meal, No special pro--
m certain of the building trades conld” be encouraged  appenrance of the group would be improved if the value and portability of these-buildings in the event of  sision for the Gevernment Printing Office has' beon
to come ta Australin. 1 do wot forget the possibility  roofs of the huildings wero all kopt fairly level, With removal,  Each of the conerote buildings will contain  wiade i iy growg, bat the building in the northe
of throw.mg out of work the men already in Australia, one-story Iuildings that would mean thal, on. the west. one big strongroom, subdivided by wire partitions and  ragtorn corner lus been suggested, Any one of the
but T think the progress of the Commonwealth will bo  orn end, tho walls would. be 7 feel high before reaching ftted with steel shelves, which are being made in Ans- buldings would be adaptable for- the purpose. A Go-
such that we ean conveniently and economically absorb floor level. That is very undesirable, These supporting tralia almost ag cheaply as wood shelves could be vermment Printing Oftice: would require a strong foor,
8 considerable ineregse of skilled  building” Iabour, piers cost a good deal of mouey, and no effective use . erected, and. that would materially add to the cost. It would
saving regard to the careful action of Governments in s being made of the space under them, but if a lower 8. T'o Mr. C'ook,~The recoverable value of the lower ha hopeless to try ty alloeate the bumldings to the dif-
matters of this kind, a reasonuble time for the com  story half sunk into the gronnd wero introduced, the story would not be so great os that of the upper story, ferent Departments and  functions until shout six
pletion of thig official huilding pre g walls conld be made in brick or conerete. Tho Tower Wood and-iron walls with tile roofs is the cheapest months before the actual transfer. A wood and iron
that there are o big hitches, is three years from now  floor neeq be only 10 feet bigh, and there could be form of construetion T ean suggest, and' I think such  buildi e would De quite satisfactory for a Government:
‘The aim of kthg_‘(}nvemment sheulgi be to have the par. plenty of windows near the ceiling, or about 4 £t. 8 in, or buildings would have a life. of 40 or 50 years, There Printing' Oflive, provided the mnchimes are given a

ATy g8 ond the strative offices com- 5 foct ghove the floor, loaving a space of 5 foet between . ' -are buildings in Australia in, which the timber is as  firm bed.
pleted smmlmneously,‘exccp; that, in order to accom-  the window ills and the floor above, Tho effect of good after 50 yenrs' vse as-it was when first putin. [ 1. To Mr Jackson—I bavo sugpested that thers
modate tho staffs of public servants that will b (hat woulg be lo make fire.preof bassments in two huve'seen country-sehools in Queensland which, despite  wauld be n difference of 15 per cent. . the coat of
required here during the progress of building opera- blocks, The waiu foors, too, conld be made fire-proof. . neglect by the Government for 25 sears, were prac-  hrick and wood and wron buildings respectively. If the
tions, we showld erect. g couple of the office buildings Thoy need not be made of ordinary concrete. We tioally s good a5 the day they were built, on account difference wore 25 or 30 per cent,, I would not recom-
a3 fast 38 we can.  Already the existing small group could eover the Joiats with sheet irou, and on top of of the fine-quality of the timberin them.  Brick build- mund the constenetion of hrick buildings for a tem-
of Admlmstmtwe‘ofﬁceg ol Acton is crowded. ~ The thut place coke-breeze conerete, over which the flooring ings might be 15 or 20 per cent, dewrer than wood and: 'y purpose. The permanent buildings will be of
oﬂimlz recommodation will have to be augmented when  loards conld be lnid, The actun) window area in this irom, and would' not have the same: recoverable valu. it churacter, and probably three stories high,
the big building works Are in progress, and jt showld Jower floor swould be 12 per cent, of the floor space. In ) There is no doubt whatever that the material in the und | would not suggest iat 1w peta of permanent
be located near the Parliament Mouso, the hostel, and this way exceptionally guod offices: thoroughly well buildings as designed will be very useful for other Luildings should he wiveted. I briek boildings were
the  adminis; tive group.  Qne of the first worka ventilated and lighted nuturally could be provided, structures in the Territory, erceted now, they would be regarded as practically per-
which the Minister wonld like to put in hand is the These could not %e called basement rooms, = Roomg 9: To Mr, Blakeley—The provisional Parliament. manout. There is no_ definite information yot as 1o
erection of one or two of these proposed temporary of this charaeter are in the. Commonwealth officos: . Houso is practieally . permanent structure, although it what the lay-out of this sroup of permanent Luildings.
office buildings, Under any proposal for temporary in Melbourne, and they are quie as. good as any ! is not a grand building on the fincs. of Westminster- will be. The prineiple upon which the Government are
buildings, 1 would prefer this scheme of Wood and iron  other rooms so long 23" damp is kept out. For the or Washington, or many of the State Legislative acting so far is the ebservance of the Arringement
structure to buildings in brick. ~There is no reason syke of the appearance of the group, I would weleome: Houses in Ameriea, You might assign to it a life of, shown on r. Griin's plan; but T understand there s
why the buildings T am dl’scr.l'bmg to the Committes this alieration, heeause we conld then bave all the ' perhaps, 100 years, hut I take it that the monumental some divergence of opinion as to whether or not that
should not net gg Yery convenient offices for 50.or 60 roofs of the buildings, with the exception of the end Parliament Tonse; whan erceted, will stand for 1,000 s the best. ‘The Advisory Committeo has disoussed
Jears, and prove just as suitable fs any more endur-  hlocks, on the one loyel, The deferred buildings eould years. It might be more economicnl in the long ron - the matter, and its members are not quite agreed as to
ing building we conld ereet. They will look quite well, bo cither of ono story or two storjes, The Advisory to build provisional administrative build; gy similar (o shether Parlinment Honse would not be better situated
In regard to the fire risk, 1he smportant revords. will  Committes wonld undoubredly approve of the erection the provisional Parliament House, so that they, too, on Kurrajoug Hill, which {s allotted ay the site for
be placed 1 safes, and n the Lwo fire preof. structures  of houses of wood and' iron, “AWe expect private enter- \ might last 300 years: but I have not suggested-a tem- the Capitol. Al the great avenues convergs pon. that
There is another phase of this matter. On the plan  prise to. provide 50 per cent, of the housing aceommo- porary structure of wood and iron. for Parlisment sito. Canberra is being: crented as the centrs from
sbaw_m_g the ]:ly-oqt of the complete group of nineteen  dJution at Canberra, and there s no doubt that. we must: House, heenuse I do uot think that cither members of  which the Conusonwealth Parliament will legislate for
administrative buildings, there are six in the centre do_nothing to unduly disconrage the use of wooden Barliament or the public would bo satisfied ith auch  thn Australian Continent, and from a sentimontal point
of the group coloured light red. Coloncl Owen thinks, buildings.  There aye Plenty af wooden, cottages in dation.  Tor the t y offices, h . of view 1 think it right that the great avenues should
and there 19 2 good denl in his point of view, that if  Canbersa now that are comfortable and satisfaetory wood and iron are preferable. heennse of their recover- forus on the l gislative centre. After all, what is a
thage buildings are not erected for the time bein% and in appearance,  Wooden cottages could bo huilt pos- able value. Tepartments will be able io carzy on their Capilal? T do nat kuow of any conntry (hat has one.
the ground they will ogoupy left free for future buikd- SV 20 poreont, cheaper tan the brick eottages work as well in- these buildings ns in edifices of brick I undorstand that it is intended o bo & library
ings, the Accommodation they would gfford could be pro-  we are now erecting.  When the proposed tem. and stone, and the stractures will have a recoverable or museum in which the national archives will be
vided by adding « lower story to a souple of the build- porary offices are romoved, wo should probably. valuo of 15 to- 20 per cent.  The cost of upkeop will - storod; kut I am not at all sure that it would not be
Ings to the west of the centre line. Fach of these build  save 30 per cent. of the valte of the material and not bo very great. . The timher can be oiled and the butter to loente those relies where tha public could have
ings coloured light red containg 8,990 foot of effeciive 10 por cent. of the value of the labour by rem’oving galeanized iran only requires 1o be freshened mp: with  easy access to them in. their sparo time. = Parliament
office apace, and if 2 half-sunk floor 10 feey high wore  large seettons of the walls  withont dismembering Paint evory ton. or tvelvo years, On a sita sn far From Mouse, 1 think, shauld dominate the city, and S
made under the buildings on the western side of the them, and re-assembling them elsewhere, These tem. ’ the const as Canberra is, painted galvanized: jron should donb ly the dominating site iy Kurrajong .Hnl!.
fgroup, 22,592 feet of Honr space would he provided, porary offiecs will ocen Y 8 site on which permanent onsily- last, 50 years, That point, is the culminating foature of Mr. Griffin’s
n other words, the effcet of loaving, unbuilt the siv buildings will evenrugl ¥ be placed, but not any of 10. Yo Sonator Nowland—T prefer the Leshaped ity plan, i
Proposed buildings in the centre of the group, and the  the buildings tiat may be expected to be ercoted under buildings to appear as.designed, with tha stem. outward, It would be possible to transfer the whole of the Come
ereetion of a secoud story under a conple of builhings  Mr. Griflin's seheme during the first 40 or 50 years, for the regson that. in this Territory buildings will he monwealth Head Offiee stafs from Melbourns to Can-
on the western side, would mean o log, of 28,520 feet  This group and the one tg be ereeted to the oagt of b viewed, from loug distances. In the discant perspec.  berra fn five years’ tinie, but I do not know that such a
and a gain of 22,502 fect, or u met luss of less than hament  Iouse preserva the integrity of M., tive you get no value nt all from vindows, doors, and  rourss is particulurly necessary. The moving of De-
1,000 feet  The enst of this variation would be very  Griffin’s lay-out for the official area. The !emponr} I verandahs; the only effect you got is hig mastes, By Ppartments should bo gradual, ~ Only enough officers.
litle more_than that of completing the group as  buildings are kept far enough enst and wwest respec- . Dlacing the prajecting buildings on (he sutside of the should be transferred .at the ¢ommencement to enable
designed. ~ Possibly £4,000 wonld he added o' the cost  tively to allow of fature permanent huildings being ’ groups, the effeet from a distance with the sun shining  Parliament to funetion, becuse L think that for soveral
of the seheme, but the view of (he Dircctor-General of — erectea hetaoen them s the main avenue from the on tho-gronp is a contrast of high lights and shadows sears after legislation. beging at Conberra Minigters
Works is this: Suprose that the Treasury were located Caprtol te Alouwg Amshe, along which thay will be ' The- first view of the Advisory Committeo was that we will rolurn nt the week-end to the:g offices in Mel-
in 2 builting onthe north-west corner of thy gronp,  distributed (o ruht and left N method “of intey. should have rertangular buildings, but 1 thotght the  bourue, and, continue to conduct public business thero;
As - Treasury  Dhusiness ospinds  the  Department, somamneation between the o groups of offices ia architectural effect would be raiher bald, and I sug- Of course, the practice will vary greatly with the dif-
will naturelly desire to extend to one of fth provided for  Jouch building in itself js very lavge, and gested that we should project these wings. in order to  feront temperaments of individual Miniaters, -~
n a obtain a better effect from a distance, Furthermore, attempt to introduce the nuelens of & permanent building.

adjoining buildings, but as the adgoring bubt wo dondt 1o will be 2 syate icati
ings will o aceupied by other J')epnk‘Lme";ﬂs. the throngh the iy tr‘lephoma)exc’l);u:gfo c%:rtm;“(ll?t;oo‘;
Treasury wil] not he able”t, find the extra aceomme-  think that direct communiention by tubes or other
A2439p i} saede in s Vieanity, anless some space 19 mechanteal means is necessary, The Governor-General:
Vi vaeant waw Thage T4 partmt neswhich are ) hely lo and the Exooutive will be 'nccommodntﬂd in one of
evpand: should be loeated in buildiugs neur unoceupied  the buldings in the udministrative group, probabls
srares on which new Laildings enn bo erected to meat i the FTaup to he ereeted op the eastern sls’dup v
¢ pamsion Therefore, 1f {he o .y light-1ed bmldings 7. To Mr. Mackay—The group ‘6f uilding

wore left anbuilt the ‘space allotted to them would be  before tho Commuttes covers % total area of SgGSU ?:e‘:

by utilizing buildings in that form we £et a better pro-  into tho scheme would mean a great deal of delay.
portion between the buildings themselves and the sur. The Government. could not straight away determine
rounding' ground. I lower stories with walls definitely on what lings the. permanent buildings. at-
of brick or conercte are put in, it will he rather hope-  Canberra are to be built. ~ The solut'.mu of that prob-
less'to expect that these sunken areas could comr into:  lom will occupy some u‘m\e.’ It is a question of
the arrangemant af the prrmanens buildings. Bricks adopting definitely Mr, Griffin’s proposals or a modified
would certainly be racoverable, but the excat ation aud  proposal, but the chances are that if a modified pro-




posal is decided on by the Government there will be a
competition by outside experts to provide schemes for
laying out these buildings. 1 do not think thiere is any
need to fear that the Printing Office, as a part of the
administrative group, will erente a nuisance; all maoke
will be consumed, and an incinerator cun be introduced
for the destruction of rubbish. Tt might he
A wise course to erect one-story buildings, to which
other stories could be added from time to time; but as
no pormanent plans exist, and the Govermment are
anxious to push on avith the tnilding of the city, und the
Advisory Committee was nsked to state with what aceom-
modation legislation could be starfed in Canberra m
minimum time and at minimum cost, the proposed
wood nud iron construction is the best. It might
take quite two years for the Government to abdo-
Intely “determiine “the permanent lines on which the
offieial buildings at Canberra should be developed. Any
permanent two-story building placed on the site now
would affect the completion of Mr. Griffin’s plan.  As
the trinngular area between the Molonglo basin and
Kurrajong is to be the official centre of Canberra, [
would be very chary about putiing any permanent build-
ings there until a dofinite seheme has been adopted, All
that_space should be kept free for future permanent
developments, and the Advisory Committee is of
opinion that the proposals now before the Committee
entail 1o danger of interference with the ultimate deve-
lopment of the officinl area upon permanent lines,
Personally, 1 consider Mr. Griffin's siting of the per-
manent buildings 15 fine if he would agrec to pevmanent.

Parliament House heing substituted for the Caprtol

building on Kurrajong.

12. Lo the Charrman~—The site seloeted for the tem-
porary administrative offices is not gnite: satisfactory.
Lt will require a fair amount of earthwork, ns part of
it is very low, but it will be easy to get the filling from
Commonwenlth-nvenne,  This site will certainly not
«nterfere with the perinanent buildings to be erected
Inter. There will be a great variety of uses to which old
wood and iron can be put in the Temitory. It will
do for schools and houses. I look forward to the time
when we shall use a lot of old iron in floor construc-
sion. People living in two-storied houses complain of

“ss in rooms overhead. I helieve that if we

ordiaary floor joists with old corrngated

n. laid' on top of that an inexpensive 3-inch

v of eoke-breeze conerote, and then laid the boards

t oundation, a very satisfactory floor would be

t.wd. The conerete wonld preserve the iron, The

uffinity between conereto and iron is extraordinary, If

cloetrolysis be kept out, iron will last almost indefinitely
when allied to conerete,

13, To Mr, Mackay.—T cannot point to any site in
the_official triangle on which a permanent building
could Dbe erected, unless we adopt straightway Me,
Griffin’s lay-out.

14. To Mr. Cook.—A Parliament composed of Aus-
tralian men will be as happy and comfortable in a
building of the character of the proposed provisional
Parliament Ilouse as it, would be m somo of the grand
buildings I have seen in other countries. 1 cannol
imagine any building whiclh will provide more natural
and svitable comforts than that designed. We might
have edifices with marble carvings and hronze daors,
but Parliament would not do any beller work Lhere
than in a structure of this simplo character. The
proposals for these offices and Parliament Honse, cor
sidering all the cirenmstances surrounding the problem,
aro quite sensiblo,

15. To the Chai-man. e Government offices. ns
dosiened by Mr. Grifin will require abont 40 feet of
filling on the lower north-ractern end of the gronp,
Of course, vast quantitics of material will have to be
moved from other parts; for instance, a large mound
hus to he removed, but these works may be conturies
hence. .

18, To My, Dlakeley,—~T should say that the recover-
nble value of brickwork iz not more than 10 per cont.
Bricks have to be removed singly, whereas 4 wood and
iron building can be dismuntled in sections,

(Taken at Sydney.)
IHURSDAY, 12 APRIL, 1923,
Present:
Mr. Gresory, Chairman;
Senator Foll Mr. Cook
Senator Newland Mr. Jackson
Senator Plain Mr. Mackay
Mr, Blakeley
Frnest Macartney de Burgh, M. Inst, C. E., Chief
Engineer for Water Supply and Sewerage, New
South Wales, sworn and examined,

17. Lo the Chairman—I am a momber of the
Federal Capital Advisory Committee. As the number
of workmen at Canberra incresses, it may become
necessary to,establish eamps for them, as we do on
some of the large State public works, Somo of the old
internment camp buildings. are available for the men,
and the officials in charge are renting cottages. T see
no necessity for the pressing on with the building of
cottages in order to deal with the class of men em~
ployed mpon construction work, Provision. might bo
made in permanent cottages so far as they may be
required for men who remain there, but I cannot
imagine that o large proportion of the workers
employed in building the Federal capital will perma-
nently settle there. I admit that the accommodanon
at present provided is mot sulficient to induce good
tradesmen to go there with their wives and families,
The provision of cottages that could be let at & low
rentn] avould be adva within  r bl
limits. I would not like to commit myself to a large
‘building  pr for the dation of
construction staff, which might excced the require-
ments of the public after the immedinte construction
work was ecomplete. Up to 100 cottages, which conld
be made available at low rentals, might be provided.
It would be very desirable 1o build cottages cheaper
than those already erected if it could be done, but'
the inability to put in hand a large number of cot-
tages at one time hag militated agninst oconomy in
construction. The cost of some of the cottages mow
being erected exceeds £1,200, and the reutal will bs
very high. We should endeavour to provide siccom-
modation at a cheaper rate. If an officer stationed in
Sydney or Melbourne is transferred for public pur-
poses to Canberra, and the transfer is adverse to him
in respeet of the rentul for which he can obtain:
accommodation for himgelf and family, he should
roceive an ollowance, That is the prnctice in the
Publie Serviee of the State. For inatance, if wo send
an officer on to one of our big works in au isolated
place where there are no buildings, we provide him
with accommodation free of charge.  Again, if an
ilicer 1t into 1 country town uuder conditions
that put him at a disadvantage it is the responsibility
of hix Depaviment 1o mnke wood his loss, It is the
business of the Government to construch cottages al
Canberra as cheaply as possible,, consistont with eff-
aeney, and af an oflicer snfiers any' disnl\"lity through
e ~ulmg thers it should be veetified by the Department
o which ke bolongs. T would bo in favour
of the construction  of cheap cottages ap  Can-
burra provided that the architects can construet
them of such design that they will not he
a blemish to the city, The Advisory  Com-
wiltee r ded that an archi | competition
showld he held for the design and lay-out of a_group
of residences for the higher officers on the adminis-
trative side of the city. A similar competition

might well be hold with rogard to workmen's cottages.

wooden houscs can be built with econony, 1 sce un
objection to their construction, The Adwvisory Com-
mittee fixed the area of the blocks on Ainslie-avenue
The then Prime Minister, Mr. Hughes, took exception tn
$ho small arcas provided, but the Commiltee took the
view that if the arcns allotted to individunl cottases
were too large, they would be neglected, and that it
would he better to keop the areas relatively small, ani
maintain a pleasing appearance in the pathways and
front gardens, and perhaps in a central garden or park
under”the control of the municipal authorities. L
think that policy is sound. I have given full con-
sideration to the water supply in relation to the fire
risk, and the sizes of the pipes from the main reser-
voir to the city were adopted on my recommendation.
In regard to the allocation of hydrants, it is my prac-
tice to take the advice of the fire fighting ehiefs, who
eare also the best judges as to whether plugs or hydrants
should be instullch in the streets. There is uo doubt
that the water mains will be completed hefore Parlia
ment House is ready for occupation. and | sec no
reason why the sewers also should not he ready  for
connexion to the buildings in three years' time, 1
have not made any final recommendation in regard (v
the treatment of sewage. When the sewerage sehome
for Canberra was under consideration, and the
site for the trealment works was recommended,
I pointed out that it would be advisable to defer the
fina] deeision as to the method of . treatment until the
last possible moment in order to avail ourselves of
tho latest observations of methods of treatment
then. in vogue, or anything new that might develop
in the meantime. Colonel Longloy, of the Rockefeller
Institute, who makes a special study of this matter,
has been on g visit to Australia. The institute has o
fund for sending scientific investigators to different
parts of the world to investigate special problems.
Colonel Longley has discussed this matter with ns very
fully, and’ we antieipate installing a treatment plant
at Western Oreek. The wholo of the treatment works
need not be constructed at once; the nucleus can be
provided and added to as the population of the elty
increases. We have been considering the installation
of the firat units, and we will finalize our plang bofore
the driving of the sewer is completed, Colonel
Longley has been in touch with me in regard to
sewerage matters in this State, He has also visited
Queensland and. Canberra, and we have beenn very
pleased to have the opportunity of consulting a wau
who specializes on this subjeet. Colonel Longloy 18
entirely in accordauce. with the views of the Advisory
Committeo in regard to the removal of the sewage from
the city to Western Creek, and treatment there IHe
is also in favour of biological treatment. We are now
engaged in bringing the details up o what we consider
the mosk modern standard

In regard to the administeative offices 1 am of
opinion that we can make an extremely useful and at
tractive building with corrugated galvanized iron uned
vertieally and painted white. I lave aeen large build-
ings of galvanized iron painted white and with the
corrugations merging into the wall, and if the design
is well proportioned such structures ean he made ox-
tremely pleasing. Irom, if painted +white, propmsy
fixed, and with adequate ait spaces, does not increase
the temperature of o bpilding. Buildings of this type
are largely in use in Tndia.  Tho temperature of the
building depends entively on ventilation. 1 can see no
objection to the crection of offices of, corrugated iron.
Such buildings, with tiled roofs and timber or plaster
lining, should last at least, fifty yoars.

18, To Senglor Plain—T ‘should say that, at Can-
berea, iron houses would be eheaper than wooden ones,
buti if a plebiseite f a large number of prople were
taken. there would be a majority in favenr of wooden
houses; that is partly due to nssociation. I personally
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prefer the iron, painted white, with red tiled roofs.
1 do not say that the erection of 100 additional cot-
tages for workmen will meet all requirements during
the construction stage, but we would be fully justified
in building that number. The Advisory Commiltee has
faid down'a certain building programme up to the date
the Federal Parlinment will meot at Canberra, say,
three sears after the commencement of the provisional
Parliament House. To whnt estent the Capital will
develop subsequently is entirely problematical, My
own view i3 that onee Parliament niects there the whole
circemstances will alter i rd to the operation of
prvate enterprise  and  the general  programme
of construction  The Advisory Committee recom-
mended the erection of 2 number of dwellings, and if
there are many workmen in exeos of that Ymmu
dation they ean be housed in temmporars struesures, We
ot build cottages at once in veadinoss for @ big
army of workmen. 8o far our eonstenetion bas been
hmted to brick work  We aalled for tenders for the
erection of conerete hou-es as an alternative, but the
respouse was not satisfuetory, 1, personally, woyld be
quite prepared to consider the ereetion of wooden houses
of suitable design 1n order to hring the accommodation
within 1 ble measure of req s

19. Ta Mr. Covk.—~Teuders for the driv ing of the
sewer tunnels were mvited, and the Government de-
cided to curry out the wark departmentally on the
estimato made by Mr IDIL  More hard rock has been
intered in the tunnols than was antiepated  If the
Advisory Committee were given authority to construet a
large number of cottages we could, if we thought it desir-
able, call fur competitive designs for these eottages, or
build them departmentally, or adopt both conrses with
a view to getting the most cconomieal design and moat
eifective grouping, and then we could invite tenders for
the construction in such nnmbers as would probably
tend to cheapen the cost. 1 sec no objection to the use
of wood ; the important considerations are the grouping
and design of the buildings. The construetion of the
LFedera] Capital should be expedited in every possible
way if the work is to be done economieally,

M. To Senator Foll-~] do not consider that in
wooden buildings single wall' construction would be swit-
ablo at Canberra on account of the enld winter. I
would use the weather-board on the outade walls,
and  fibro-cement linings inside. Canberra is prob-
ably colder than Stanthorpe (Queonsland), where the
wonden houso is universal. Of cowrse, LUmbor will
shrink if it is green, but weather-hoard, with o good
rabbet, will allow for shrinking, Wo are using single
wall construction in the temporary accommodation for
workmen, but not in permanont buildings.

" 91. To Senator Newland—It is the function of the
Advisery Cx to make dations to the
Minister for Works and Railways. We have no execu-
tive powers, The Minister approves of or rejects our
proposals, and instructs bis departmental officers ae-
cordingly  Plans for proposed buildings at Canberra
are submitted to the Advisory Committee, When we
son anvthing ohjectionable or inadvisable in the plans
subnutted to s we suggest such alterations as we con-
sider necessary to the Director-General' of Works (Col.
Owen), who is a member of the Committee, We
have discussed very frequently fho construction of
workmen’s eottages at such a price as would permit of
cheap remtals being eharged. Feonomy in construe-
tion depends to a large extent on the authorization of
a fairly extensive programme, TIn regard to the hetter
elass of houses for single officials we have already re-

ded that an archi al_competition ba 1n-
ctituted; but with them, ns with eheapor cottages, yon
must have authority to build o laree number.  So lony
aiwe are limited to the coustruetion of twe or three
honses here d tiere wo ean anly utilize the material
we have got, and consequently the buildings eost wore.




If we are given authority to proceed with our pro-
gramme, and sufficient funds are allotted to enable us
0 -go ahead definitely, I think. we can get better re-
sults, Our suggested competition for design and lay-
out of a bleck of buildings applied to 2 more expen-
sive type of house to be rented by officials drawing
snlaries of £800 or £800 per apnum. In respect
of cottages for the workmen there would be wa
need to enforce a particwlar lay.out, We cannot
get the cost of construction down to an economical
limit if we are not given a programme wiich will
enable us to handle work competently in bulk. T see
no ohjection to wooden houses heing interspersed

brick dwellings, provided the design is satis-
Tho fire risk to the block would mot be

iactox”’y.
incroased.
29, To Mr. Mackay~The Advisory Committes wes
constituted on the 22nd January, 1921, and its per-
sonnel has remained unchanged. The leaschold prin-
ciple in respect of Federal Territory lands was laid
down in the Seat of Government Acceptance Act.
am opposed to private individuals being granted build-
ing lesses yet. The construction of the Capital js not
far enough advanced, and the public mind is not sufi-
ciently assured that Parliament will transfer to Can-
berra within & short period to enable a proper value
to be obtained from the leasing of the land, T cannot
conceive of any man teking a lease to build at Can-
berra in the -absence of absolute certainty that the
Parliament will sit there within a definite time, The

mere approval by Parliament of the erection of the.

legislntive building will not be sufficient; money must
be approprinted for the purpose. I do not think that
immediate leasing with re-appraisement in five years
would meet the situation. 1 would almiost say that
leases cannot be properly dealt with until Parljiament
actually meets there. The present loss of 25 per cent.
of rental value on the houses already orected is nothing
serions in ¢onmexion with the building of a new
oity. I do not think the loss to the taxpayer will bs
very large when the construction programme is pro-
ceeded with vigorously. I do mot approve of imme-
diately leasing and early re-mppraisement. At the re-
giest of the Government the Advisory Committeo
have outlined a scheme—a gort of Crédit Foneier sys-
tem~—by which financial assistance may be given to offi-
cials to.ereet homes at Canberra. I am not setting aside
the: unanimous report of the Committee; but I, as a
member of the public, wonld not pay for a lease at
Canberra, and erect a house at my own cost, until I
was definitely assured of the date on which Parliament
would meet there.

28, To Mr, Blakeley.—1 think that the Government
should proceed at once with the ereetion of up to 100
cottages for workmen., The Committee should have the
aunthorization, and be allowed to use their own busi-
ness judgment as to the number of cottages to be
erected at n time. If the consiruetion of a large num-
bor of cottrges at the one time were approved, there
might be a reduction in cost by the use of different
materials and the letting of larger contrpets. Tt may
be possible to improve the design also, The adminis-
trative buildings, which are to be of wood and. iron,
are definitely characterized as temporary structures,
but the brick cottages aheady built are permanent.
That is ths teason for an apparent anomaly. The
honsing of Parliament, even: though it be not in a
monumental building, warrants the construction of an
edifice snpetior to the administrative offices. T shoull
not be opposed to the use of almost any material for
workmen’s ctottages, provided that the line, colour, and
roofing wete right  Projecting eaves are justifiable;
they are an important adjunct to thf roof o‘f an Aus-

tralian_ cottage. I think were

cottages built in differont places. Competitive duiﬁn
for an evonomical cottago might very well be sought,
but hitherto the authorizations heve mot been suff-
ciently large to warrant the adoption of that course,

94, To Mr. Jackson—It might he pouible for the
Administration to fix the annual valie of 2 few
hundred bnilding blocks; but if, after the Government
have encouraged the publie sorvant to take up-a block
of land and build on the Crédit Toncier system, t}_m
establishment of the Federal Capital is delayed, he will
then have no use for his house. As a servant of the
Government he will have some redress, but if the ordi-
nury public are_encouraged to do that, they will have
no redress. 1 think the proper course is for the Go-
vernment to build the cottages*wthe Govermment must
take the responsibility of proviémg accommodation for
their officers. It should be possible -to got sufficient
workmen to build the provisional House, the
hostel, tho administrative offices, and & num-
ber of cottages in three years, Our programme
leavés a large proportion of the building to
private enterprise if 3t will come in. Mo
doubt, the carrying on of o great deal of work at
Canborrs will- harden the prices of mpterial and
labour. I am satisfied that Parliament Houeo, the
hostel, and ndministrative offices ean be built in th.ru
years from the horization ly pl '
bungalows of timber ean be built quickly. Tn the archi-
tectural competition which we suggested, the range of
material was loft very wide. .

25, To the Chairman~—A roilway agross the Tiver
would be of great advantage during the construction
period, but I do not think it. is absolutely essontial.
The Committee did recommend the oxtension of the
railway.

26. To Mr, Cook—Theye is an old zmyimil that a
man should not pay more rent per week than he earns
in one day, but my experience is that to-day he canmot
et accommodation for 60 per cent, above that rate.

The witnees withdrew.

Perey Thomas Owen, Director-General of Works, sworn
and examined.

27. To the Choirman—~I1 am n momber of the Ad-
visory Committee. The instructions of the Government
to the Committee were to state the quickest time and
the smallest cost at which the functions of government
conld be carried on at Canberre. We were instructed
alse that the approved plan prepared by Mr. Griffin
was to be the basis of all projects for the development
of the city. The requisite administrative offices in-
volve n very large floor area, and in the ghort time
allotted an architectural competition for the lay-out
and design of the permanent buildings was out of the
question, Furthermore, the permanent buildinga would
ba of reinforeed conerote and fire-resisting throughout,
and altogether of a much more expensive character than
the buildings necessary to carry on the ndministration
tempormrily.  These two factors nlone provented the
\dvisory Committee from entertaining any proposal to:
erect permanent buildings that wonld form part of the
governmental group.  Buildings which are to last for at
least a ouple of hundred years should be the subjest
of careful' consideration, and should be carried out
upon » seale and design in aecordance with the im-
unrtant funetions they are to house,  As a preliminary
step, the Adyvisory Committee sought information from
the Department as to the number of officials, married,
single, and femile, who would be employed at Can-
herra T consulted the heads of Departments as to
what branches, if any, need not be at Canberra at the

adopted with the idea of gotting the bathroom on one
end and the sanitnry dati J i

ond. Before thess coltages were built, the Comnittee
examined At onorsmaous number of plans of soldiers’

gural meeting of Parliantent, and upon the basis of
their views, which were not confirmed by Ministers;
but have not been opposed since, the number of officials
mentioned in the Advisory Comunittee’s report was
arrived at. I also ascertained, as the aily possible

basis for estimating, the existing proportions of single
men, married men, and unmarried women, There is
no absolute gnide ns to what will be the actual sumber
of officials at Canberrn when Parlimment first meats
there.  Bug the figures I obtained provided n basis for
estimating the floor area that wonld be nevessury, The
Commnwg then considered how the nevessary office ue
commodation could best be providel [l es are sonw
factors whicl caused ns difficulty, Oue was that two
storied buildings would involve fireprouf runstraction,
thereforo the projoet beecame necessarily a. single-story
proposition, As we were not te mierfere with the Iay
out on the approved plan, we had to locate the buildings
on gites which would not be requred for permanent
monumental buildings {or many years to come, The
plans now laid before this Committes show buildings
locafed on both sides of the main anis, leaving room {or
permanent buildings closer to the mmn axis, and ex-
tending over the whole group. We bad nuxt to deeidr
what form of copstruction should be adopted. Tt was
thought sdvisable that ail buildings should be of a
nature which would permit of their being readily re-
sooved and give the best recoverable asset. A town of
the sizo to which Canberrn will have grown in
80 or 40 years will have a4 big demuud for the fabre
used in the construction of these buildings. The Com-
mittee thought thut o wooden-frame building would
be more ensily removed und disposed of, ulthough we
realized that in a light brick building there is a remov-
sble asset in the wally, and' that such buildings could he
of the same typo as the proposed wooden buildings. It
wag' thought, however, that the wooden buildings would
bo slightly cheaper, and as we were anxious to save
money in every dircetion we adopted o wooden frame
with galvanized iron or jarrah walls. I do not think
there would be much differonce in cost between such
buildings and brick buildings so long as we avoid in-
terior embellishment, exeept that on removal a wooden-
frame building can be handled more effectively, We
did not allow a definite life for the whole group, We
have not provided for removing the whole of the Contral
Staff to Canberra at the commencement.  For ingtance,
it is proposed that the Defence Department (Mulitary,
Navy, and Air Forcoy shall at the firat meeting of Par-
liament in Canherra be represented by only a secre
tariet. Our idea is that when these Departmenis are
moved up later they can be housed in permanent build-
ings. ‘That is diselosed in the Advisory Committee's
published estimate of cost. We propose to ercet, in the
first place, a group of frume buildings, costing £156,000,
and' providing 146,000 super. feet of floor spacc, and, in
the second stage, to erect administrative offices and acees-
sories of permnnent construction at & cost of £320,000.
Tho latter figure gives an indication of what the Cow
mittee thought would ho the cost iavelved in erectiug
permanent buildings with 2 much smaller floor area
to house othier Departments, including Military, Navy,
and Air Force, T would like to impress upon this
Committee that these estimates of cost were given by
me to the Advisory Committee before the drawings were
prepared. The Government were very anxious to get at
once a broad view of what should he done at Canberra,
and the probable cost, so that an actual estimate on the
prepared drawings may very reasanably exeasd or be less
then the figure originally stated. We estimated o hitle
over £1 per foot of floor space, but the original figure
did not include. certein engineering services' which aro
included in the last estimate  Offices of wood and iron

maved and renlized, although an a brick bulding both
the bricks and the roof would have u recoverable value.
Bricks, of course, are a htile wore cosily to dismantle
thun @ iraned bwlding, 1 have worked in wood and
‘tenr buildings sipular © those wo ate propasing, and 1
oo not thinly there oo be the sne objeciion to them in
Cunberrg as there naght be o a place with o very
ore elimate. [ Unok thesy struetures will look very
well,  The domuating idea is the horizontel line and
1he surrounding gardens.  They will not have the same
Iife ag the provisional Parliument House, Some, if nov
all of them, will be repluceds but 1 think the evolution
it prrmanent stdings will be gradnal, and extend
over 4 number of sears. When Canberra has a popula-
tion of 25,000 or $0,000, general utihny buildings of this
elass will be reudily absorbed  If hrwks were used for
these offices, they could be used on remeval for cottage
copstruetion  If economsy in the cost of cuustruction
wors not essential, I would be wchued to erect these
buildings in brick. and not eonsider wwrom at all.  The
Advisory Commustice discussed th » matter, and came
to the conelusion that wood and nen eould be removed
more eagily. The fire risk would be the same 1n build~
inga of briek or of wood and wron. 1t 15 1n the contents
thut o fire sturty, and' onee they are well alight the
tnlding is dovmed, whether 1t is built of wood or brick.
There would be this advantage in a_brick building,
that with the water pressure which will be obtainable
at Canberra, if one bnilding were burnt, the others
would be saved, ! do not think the diffeyonce in five
risk as between wood and iron buildings and structures
of brick is an important consderation, although the
advantage is with the hrick  In regard to the location
of the proposed buildings, we regarded as parsmount the
vetention of the central axis direct from the Capitol to
Ainslie, and 1hay the development within the next two
deendes of the buildings which Mr. Griffin_proposed
an either side should not be mterfered with, We, there-
fore, selerted sites whieh did not encroach upon_thoso
which Mr. Grifiin had alorated to the permanent build-
1ugs.  Ono objectionable vesult is the distance that will
divide the two groups of offices, but when the monu-
tra ntal evnstenetin begins wesaay hring the gronps close
together.  Terhups the best course would be to put the
two gronpe in eluso proximity, but that would be oppos: ¢
to the plan upon which this area on the main uxis is
left for gurden development. We might, however, Ly«
the suuth-western and north-eastern buildings elo «
the yruantental grounds.  The site {s not bed.” 1o+ -
aume hollows, but I do not regard them as setiv. . 1i+
foundutious are quite good for this purpese. I -ro
15 a low-lying reedy portion on the western ar ..
with the terracing shown on another drawng 1.0 -
adiantage enn be overcome.  The same thing oecus- =
the routh-uastern side, but the grovad cen be slop .
wuuy gently fromn the main axis. By the time the t.o
sroup~ of offives are ovcupied shere will be spare siva
for wtensions. I have worked out how these Li'?
wight b ot ndel, and my view is that we ho § e
saeant the wrvus in close proximity to each bloen, »-
thut s expanding Department may provide further
wenenyry aveommedation for itself un u site adjacent
1o that it already oecupies, 1t is diffcult to estimate
ra-day what will be the future requirements of Dopart-
ments, but I am satisfied that we could make provision
for their extension by allowing for each building we
erevt similar space near by for another building to be
added. If this pdun is followed with the permanent

can be made very presentable in apy and, of
course, they will- be helped to a large extent by the
foliage in the gardens surrounding them. I would
object to private enterprise erecting the same class of
building, because they wounld' be permnnent, whereas
these admiuistrative offices are iniended to he lem-
porary. We wera influenced by the consideration that
as these buildings have to be swept away w 20 or
30 yoars, wooden construction will be- more readily

buildings, which will coute before many years, we shall
bo able to accommodate the Departments for o long
time ahead. The group plan i heing so worked out
that thowe Departnicnts which are brought most closely
intn offieinl contact will he set in the one group. A
Departnrent would not extend: from two buildings on
e side to a building on another side, but to & building
juanediately adjowmning it There aro some Dopart-
wents that do wulk more or less n contact, | have
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prepared a list of Dep that in my opinion
should be housed in tho respeetive groups, but it may be
necessary to re-nrrange some of the buildings. We do
not proposo that these blocks shall be subdivided into a
number of mall offices, and we shall not so provide
unless some particular Dopartment insists upon it.
Tho general policy of my Department is to have bj

rooms, but Departments are prone to ask for smal

rooms for individual officers, and it is. difficult for us
to say that any particular Department shall not have
what it wants. It is generally Jeft to the Department
concerned to arrange with the Worke and Railways
Department how the office aecommodation shall be pro-
vided; we can only oxpress our views, and in the final
resort, if the requisitioning Department wants pens, it
gets them.  An intermediate arrangement is possible;
where it is absolutely necessary to have a certain
amount of privacy, for instance for n cashier who is
handling money, we can erect dwarf partitions sur-
rounded by wire, Although this scheme. of detached
buildings presents some difficulty, it also has some ad-
vantages. I think the offices will be very good to work
in. There will be n pleasant garden xlcvtﬁopmcut and
abundance of light and air; on the wholo, the envirun-
mment of tho ocenpants of the buildings will bo very
fine. Tt would be adyisable to add a sccond story to
somo of the offices. Cost of ronstruction at Conberra
is generally higher than in Sydney or in Melbourne, I
think it would be wise to undertake a dofinite pro-
gramme of cottage construction in order to induce a
better class of workmen to go to Cauberra. The Ad-
vigory Committe has, so far, only proposed the erection
of 810 dwellings for civil servants, plus the hostel.
Therefore, all the cottages built by the Government
ehonld be swithin what tho Advisory Committee con-
sidercd the best residential area for officials. If that
area is thrown open to the manual workers, the time
may come when we shall have serious difficulty with a
Iot of workmen who are in cottages in which we desire
to_bhouse officinls. The present position is very diffi-
cult from another point of view. The Advisory Com-
mittee recommended to the Government that thers
should. be no leasing of land until some definite assur-
ance ig given to the public that the construction of
Canberra will be proceeded with. We are of opinion
that if leases were taken up now they would be, to
some extent, speculative. A proposal has beon made
that there should be a re-appraisement after 2 few
vears, but that would mean low rentals to start with
and no re-appraisement for a considernble time, during
which the value of property would have inereased very
much, whereas a high leasing valuo at the start might
be a deterrent to the publie, unless there is definite
avidencs that the construetion of Canberra is to be
rrocecded with. We regard the commencement of Par-
Hament House ns the key to the whole situation, and
we have advised the Government that, as soon as the
first sod is turned or tenders called for, the land shonld
bo thrown open for sclection. Wo expect that when
that is done private enterpriso will eroct homes for
manual workers. If the Government have to ercot
part of the eiv’l town as well as the official town, the
cost of establishing Canberra will be very much greater
than we estimated, and we consider that private entor-
prise should be looked to for the provision of the
houses required by the civil population, T hope that
within a mensurable time approval will be given for
the construction of Parliament House, and the moment

the work is commenced the obstacles to the leasing of
land will be removed. We are now letting houses to
eatablished employees, but not to nomadie workers.
We would like to sce gond tradesmen permanently
housed at Canberra, tut to let Government cottages {o
any one else would be a mistake. Assuming that the

Government provide the money, people will begin to
build privately eighteen montha from the: present time,
and T do not think that building will cease when the
Parliament arrives at Canberrn, We are paying our

bricldayers less than is being paid in Sydney. They
are laying from 500 to 600 bricks per day on cottage
work, which is very satisfactory, We have been cutting
up the buildings at the i camp, e ing
and re-roofing them, and letting them for 6s, per week,
Some of the men arc quite happy, and are propared to
stay there, There is hot a great deal of privacy in
that accommodation, but there is a big difference. be-
tween rentals of 6s, and 18s. per week. We are im-
proving: the partitions and generally making the con-
ditions more nceeptable. Undoubtedly, the housing diffi-
culty at the present time is serious, but I anticipate
that as soon as the Government give an assurance to
the public that the works proposed for Canberra will
be _proceeded with, and lands are availablo for leasing,
half of our difficulties will bo solved. In regard to the
25 per cent, rehate on cottage renmtals, a man who s
living in Sydney or Melbourne. suburbs gots & well-
built cottage for a rent about equal to what we would
get if we charged a percentage on the whole cost of
the building, Our buildings may cost 10 or 12 per
eent, more than cottages in Molbourne or Sydney, but
w not.charge any profit, so our higher cost balances

the landlonds’ profic in Sydney. I seo n diffieulty in the
way of the Crown construeting cottages for artisans
unless the estimated cost of Canberra is to be greatly
increased.  Cottages might be produced for £600 if
they wero built of timber, and I see no- objection to
such if they are finished with a tiled roof. All the
Luildings at Jervis Bay are of timber, and they look
well. The objection to timber as compared with
ia the greater cost of maintenance. The construe.
tion of brick cottages by the Government at the com-
mencement of Canberra is n sound policy; the tendeney
will be to put up cheaper buildings as time goes on,
The minimum building block. should be. 50 feet by 110
feet. I do not believe in giving people very big blocks.
28. To Mr, Jackson.—L do not know how the prico
of £100 per block was arrived 2t in connexion 7with
the cottages that are alrendy lessed. I see no ad-
vantage in leasing a number of blocks at § per cent,, or
6 por cent, on a eapital. value of £100. I think it
would bo better to wait and make the lands. availabls
on a more eatisfactory basis. There need be no hurry
to erect houses for officials for the next few months.
T{ we start making Jand available now all sorts of
prople may want to come in nt once. The number of
cottages that will be required to be built in Canberra
is. a mere bagetelle. At the present time 10,000 resi-
dences. per annum are being built in Sydney alone. It
should not be difficult to get the tradesmen necessary
to build 300 houses in Canberra in the next thres
years. The question of leasing the lands of the Terri-
tory is. suspended, like Mahomet's coffin, between
Heaven and earth, and the Advisory Committee have
strongly ded that if the Gov wish to
get the full value of the land they should defer the
leasing until the eity is actually started. After all
that should be only a few months hence. It is true
thnt, eventunlly, the permanent administrative offices
will probably be of three stories, but the whole govern-
mental area has to be dealt with as one architectural
unit; the whole scheme. must be Inid down on paper
hefore we pw in a single permanent. feature. That
must take time, Tt would take longer to provide a
given flaor aren in a three-story building than it will
in this eheaper class of building: The money made
weailable by Partiament last year has been sufficient to
eaveyv naon 10 the end of the eurrent financial year.
We hod a earry-over from the previous year, and
£250,000 was voted for the current yoar. It looks. as
if, by the end of Sentember, we shall have spent. the
whale smount of £320.000, and shall require nnother
aopropristin. Tf we had more money, and a. definite
knowledge of what we are expested to provide, we
rould expedite the coustruetion, At present we make &
plan wh'ch carries us on from year to year, and we have
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to walt for the Parliament to pass the Loan Estimates
before we know what e shall be able to do in the fol-
lowing year. It is impossible for us to have a con-
tinuous works policy under present conditions, but wo
could do 5o if we kuew that a certnin amount of money
would be available ffor us each year.

29, To Mr, Cook—=Given suflicient money Canberra
cen be ready for occupation three years from the time
we get approval for the construction of Parliament
House. The preparation of the warking plans of Par-
lament House will take at least six months, even if
wo employ extra staff. The calling for tenders will
take another couple of months, and the actual build-
ing operation about eighteen months, That makes two
years and three months, After the building is finished
there will b the fitting up and general internal pre-
paration, for which I do not think we can allow less
than six months. You cannot expect Parliament to
meet at Canberra under three years, The only hope of
gotting Parliament ITouse built in cighteen months
would be by placing it on an island site where it could
be attacked all round. 1f a contractor can tackle the
whole: job at once he can do it much more quickly.
There are mo construction diffieulties to .prevent the
placing of the monumental Parlinment ITouse on Kurra-
Jjong Hill. But that site might be a little more costly,
28 1t. would necessitate more preparation of the general
loention, The diffieulties apprehended by some of us
in regard to that sitc have not been in regard to con-
struction, It might be nccessary to take more than
80 feot off the top of the hill. Must of the rock there
is quartzite. If it were definitely decided to place the
permanent Parliament House on Kurrajong Hill 1
would place the provisional structure on Camp Hill,
When I referred to 18s, per week for cottages I was
referring to wooden buildings, We are crecting some
cottages thet can be rented for considerably less thau
825, per week, The days when a five-roomed cottage
could be erected for £400 are gone for evor, The cost
of construction, even in the big cities, calls for rentals
for 213, to 258, per week for cottages, and I do not sce
how men can_expect to get cheaper accommodation at
Cauberra. We have recommended the Government to
hold an architectural competition for a group of resi-
dences. on the official residential area. It is thought
that by such a competition, subject to conditions np-
proved by the Institutes of Architects, and offering
the usual premium for the best design, we may get
some diversity in design, and that the Government
may get value in othor respects by receiving the sug-
gestions of the archi profession g 1y, The
workmen at Canberra are doing satisfaetory work, A
great deal has heen said about the cottages' there cost-
ing too much. Cost is entirely a relative matter. T
may want a very nice suil of clothes, but if it is too
costly I must buy something cheapor. The cotteges
are mot costing too much, having regard to what they
are. That is proved by the fact that when we called
for tenders for that class of work the tenders were
higher than tho price at which we actually built. The
cottages are costing too much only beeause the present
cost of construction s high, For a cottage in Sydney,
or Melbourne, of the same size and construotion you
would have to pay very much the same rent. Drains,
fencing, sewernge, and water supply cost almost as.
much for a small house as for a larger one. The
~actual cost of construction is much less than £270 per
room. Certainly a cheaper design could be evolved,
but, the Advisory Committee thought that, if the Go-
vernment, at the very commencement of the Capital,
sterted to build cottages that did not have convenionce
of arrangement and comply with the requirciments of
modern domestic science, they would provoke censure
right and left. Chenper cotiages can be, and will he,
built, but the Commonwenlth =vould have been
advised to start with shoddy or ill-designed dwejlings.

30. T'o Senator Nowland. -We could build in a
generally cheaper style, use more timber, omit built-in
coppers, and provide & less expensive quality of baths
and fittings, We considered it sound policy that the
first construction should be of good quality in order
to set an example that might be followed. In regard
to the leasing of lands my own view coincides with
that of the Committee that, ns Parlinment will within
measurable time bo at Canberra, we shall be able to
lense those lands to better advantage then than now.
If several years were likely to elapse before o definite
move to transfer Parliament to Canberra were made,
T would say that the leases might bo thrown open
now, but when we know that, within a few months,
we can offer the lessees better value, we should iwait
that time for better prices. A depntation waited upon
one of the Federal Ministers, and nsked +hat the lands
be thrown open at anee, hut objertion was taken to
any elanse in the lease which would rompel lesseca to
Puild within a year The naturel mference is that
they wanted to hold the land, and not to utilize it
You may rest assured that when the land is made
available the responsible Departinent will take precau-
tinns against speenlation The Goverument hnve spent
at Canherra £1,500,000 in worke alone, and they must
oo that the inorement on the land comee back to tho
Commonwenlth, and daes nat o to spaeulatora  The
first administrative building at \eton was eracted in
1911 or 1012, and the other buillings abaut a yoar
later.  The material is wond, with fibro-rement linings
T have worked in eimilar bnildings \Inring the summer,
and though they are warm, the men do not complain
I regard the cummer elimate in Canherra as excellent
The temporary administrative offiers wo are now pro-
posing would br very similar to the Home and Terri-
tories office at Aeton. T think the tiled roof with the
general ventilation it affards gives o slightly hetter
result than galvanized iron an a hot day.  Maat of the
Duntroon buildings are of light fabrie. The cadals
blocks are of fibro-coment chonts with weatherboard
lining. So long as the lining is good T do not think
there is much difference hotween houses of weather-
bonrd and galvanized iron. My own preference is
light briek construction in big spaces. Ono advantage
that timber construetion wonld have would be that
the buildings could be formed in ecity mills, and
despatehed to Canberra in sections, thus reducing the
labour on the site.

31 To Mr. Mackay.—Tt would be possible to leaso
land at the civie centre, and re-appraise it in fivo yoars,
but the lessee would have to be assured of some limit
of rental that would not bo exceeded on re-appraise-*
ment.  Tverything done at Canberra so far hag been
inereaging the Commounealih's asset. I refer to
sewerage, water supply, roads, parks, and footpaths.
Wo are just about to complete the dressing of our
shop window by the building of Parlinment House,
and T would advise the Goiernment to wait at least
another six months hefore offering land to the public.
As soou a8 we kuow what Parliamont intends to do in
regard to the erection of Parlinment House, I would
start with the preparation of the ground, and then I
wonld throw open to lease,

32. To Mr. Blakeley.—Nearly 1,000 men are em
ployed at Canberra now. but T do not think thet, roo,
when the big programne of construction is in -and,
there will b more than 300 to 500 moen there. I do
not fatea ko constru tivn of cottnges for nomadie
workmen. A wan who cones along to do tradesman’s
work should not be given a cottage provided by the
Crown unti! he has proved that he is satisfactory, and
sill be in .nore or less permanent employment, If
weo get undesirables into the cottages, and have to eviet
them. there sill be troulle. I do not' think that 100
cottages will be required for the workmon starting
next year. A great many of the men will be single.
Somcthing should be done to emcourage a motor
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service from the internment buildings, and we eould
then convert thom into a bachelor’s camp. Another
way of housing nomadic workmen would be to put a
weatherboard floor on stwnps, build \vemher{mnrd
walls nhout 4 feet high with a woodew door, und put
above them a decent duck teut, and a fly on a {rane,
We could also provide a kitehen, [ have aeen quite
comfortablo little homes mude ont of tems of that
deseription  Colonel Miller lived for goars in one in
proferenee to o house. The Government bave tenta-
tively approved of the Advisory Committee’s recom-
mendation that an architoctural competition  for
cottnges should be held.  There is no more difficult
house to design than a small cottage.

33, To the Chatrman~I think 12-fect walls in the
administrative offices wil be quite satisfactory.
Modern hygiene regards any height above 10 ft. 6 in.
ag wusted. The tile roof will be a greut safeguurd
ngainst excessive heat in those buildings, I think it
would be more nocessary to have 13-feot walls in the
conereto buildings, which will have flat roofs, than the
the wood and iron structures.

(Z'aken at Sydney.)
FRIDAY, 20ru APRIL, 1923,
Present:
AMr. Grreony, Chalrman;
Senator Foll Mr. Cook
Senator Nowland Mr, Jackson
Senator Plain Mr. Mackay.
Mr. Blakeloy
Leslie Wilkingon, Professor of Architecturo, Sydney

University, sworn and examined,

34, To the Chairman~1 do not approve of the
temporary administrative offices being construected of
wood and iron.  Wood is a most unecononieal material.
1 would not object to the appearance of iron. Thero
isa general prejudice sgainst corrugated iron, but, pro-
vided the form and colour of a building are good, I
would not rule it out altogether. But it would require
to have a very great economie advantage before I would
utilize it, I do not worry so nuech about the adwinis-
trative offices, If they cannot be made permanent, the
mors temporary in character they are the hettor. The
buildings at Duntroon gre of a temporary nature, and
something similar might do for administrative offices
for a time. The most convenient position. for the Go-
vernment offices will be the permanent site, and T do
not see why the same schemo should not be carried out
all through. The most economical building 1s the reet-
angular two-storied structyre. The single-story bum-
galows are not as economical as they should be. [
would suggesi the construction of Jong office hlocks
of two stories. One or two long sheds of two stories
could probably be made the careass of permanent build-
ings. All the officials can be more economically housed
in such structures. The administrative offices shown
on the plan are demestic coftages, and I am afraid
that the group will be suggestive of a general hospital
The lay-out of the admiristrative gronp does noi com-
mand one’s approval,

(Taken at Sydney.)
MONDAY, 23rp APRIL, 1923,
Present:
Mr. Greoonv, Chairman;
Senator Foll Mr, Blakeley
Senator Newland Mr. Cook
Senator Plain Mr. Jackson.
Horbert Ernest Ross, Architeet and Consnlring
Engineer, swory and examined
36. To the Cheirman~TI am a member of the Fede-
ral Oapital Advisory Commitice. The proposed wood

and galvenized-iron bujldings for the administroti
group would probably last 50 years if neeessary; but
we hope that, under the scheme of development, the ad-
mumistrative buldings will be amongst the fivst of 2
permanent character to be erected, Wo are creating a
vity which at the start will bave a small population and
o convenienves, such as hotels and, residences, and,
durimg the first stage nt all cvents, a refectory for Go-
vernment oflicials will be required. We have had
pofore owr mind always the belief that, if the Govern-
ment do uot make this provision, it will he lacking
altagether, We are of the opinion that to provide the
aceommodation required in superficial feot the method
we have propased is the cheapest. The engineering
sarvices in connexion with the refectory are inevitably
incidenta) to such an establishment, bui a largé propor-
tion of them, including eooking utensils and equip-
ment, will he recoveruble, and probably used' in a more
pormanent building later. These wood and irvon strue-
tures, when no longer required, will have o good resi-
dual value.  Hot-wator heating will be necessary.
‘The buildings will be quite: eomfortable in winter time
il they are properly hned.  Permanent construetion
wonld involve a_design of the whole area, which the
Advigory Committee hope will be the subject of com-
petition; but, if permanent buildings of brick were
well desigued, they could be absorbed in the general
dosign, The competitors would be-told that certain
buildings' wore already in existence on the area, and
that thetr design must conform to them. But that
method would placo a restriction on the designer’s
idens. A competition should bo held at an early date
for designs for the permancnt administrative offices.
1 anticipate that some of these temporary buildings will
be removed aboul ten years hence, and the others one by
one a8 chnnnem ‘buildings are erected to take their
place. AN private houses erected in the city should
be regarded as permanent, Y wonld not debar gal-
vanized iron on any consideration of durability, but
simply Deenuse it is impossible to get arehi \!
effect with it. Even if these temporary Government
offices were eye-sores, 1 would not object, because they
would be displaced sopner on that ascount. There will
be n certaim danger of fire in wood aud iron structures,
Jut there is » danger in every building except concrete.
No doubt, provision ean be made for valuable records
to be kept in small conerete strongrooms in each group.
The water pressure and serviee will be quite: sufficient
for five-fighting xequirements. Wo are of opinion that
the time for throwing open lnuds to private enterprise
will be when Parlinment Houso is in conrso of construe-
tion, or when a contract for the building has been Jet.
Tn the next three years we shall vequire 600 cottages
at Canberra. The fixing of the rentals of the eottages
ulready construeted 3 outside the jurisdiction of the.
Advisory Cowmwittee. That is one of many matiers
which should be placed in charge of a Commission. I
do not approve of the system of fixing a rental on a
§ per cent. hasts, including ovdinary rates and charges,
and then allowing a deduction of 25 per cent. When
son start cutting down rentals 1 that way, it is very
hard to keep the Treasury books right. )

6. To Mr. Jackson.—Two-storied buildings' for ad-
ministrative purposes will eost wmore per square foot
ot Hleor space than tle single-story buildings that
have bern suggested. As there is plenty of land -avail-
able, and tho separation of the various seetions is an
additional safeguard against fire, we have recommended
the bungalow form of ronstruction. If constructed in
brick inatead of wood and irom, these buildings wounld
enst probably 15 per eent. more. UIn the continuoux.
class of building there is a_gertain loss of light and
ventilation. There is no objection to- it in a park
area where the whole row of buildings faces a square,
but 1 do- not think there is any great saving, That
stele 18 certainls not so pleasing or so- convenient for
inter-departmental access. If Parlinment made money
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available for the erection of the administrative offices in
brick, 1hs Advisery Committee would not object, bat 1
personally would be sorry, because X would be afraid of
creating another vested interest. Wo should avoid any-
thing that will tend to interfere with Mr, Griffin's plan
if we intend to-carry it out. Of cowrse, if that is not
the intention, my view will be quite different, but at
the present. time we are working towards a dafinite
abjective.

(Taken at Sydney.)
THURSDAY, 26rx APRIL, 1923
Present:

Mr, Grecory, Chairman;
Senator Newland Mr. Blakeley
Senator Plain 3r. Cook.

John Sulman, Cousulting Architect and Town
. Janner, sworn and examined.

87. To the Chairman—The Advisory Committes
unanimously decided that the adminiswrative oflices
should be on the sites we huve recommended, ay a reason-
able distanee right and left of Parlimment Ifonse. It
was idered that this arr: would be in bar
mony with Mr, Griffiw's lay-out. These will be purely

emporary buildi with fil t or galvanized
jron walls. Another alternative js that the offices be
‘built of very cheap brickwork. The group will not be
auch to look at, but the struetures are not expected to
stay there o very long time, although they could have
a life of 80 or 40 years. One strong reason for-dividing
the group into scetions, instead of concentrating the
fequired accommodation in buildings of two and. three
storics, is the greater safety agninst fire. If a fire
broke ont in a wooden-framed struetnre, it would he
burnt to the ground, but the risk is redueed Dby build-
ing a.mumber of smell isolated blocks. I suggest that
a. strongroom be built into each bloeck, The Advisory
Committes regarded cconomy as the first considerution,
and wo believed that efter Parliament has settled at
Oanberra it will proceed with the erection of perma
nent office buildings as they ave required.  The dis
tinetion between private houses of wood and galvanized
iron and Government offices of the same materials is
that the former wonld be permznent ind the Jatier wom-
porary. But I have told my colleagues that if they want
to get coftages erveoted chicaply they will have to recon-
mond a cheaper form of construetion than brick, The
erection of provisional governmental offices in brich
‘that would last, 80 years might be advisable, but we
wera following the instructions of the Govermment to
provide 3 diat dation as ieally as
‘possible. If brick construetion wonld cost ouly 15 per
cent. more than wooden frames, I personally would
prefor the brick. When the matter was before the
Advisory Comumittee, [ opposed the use of galvanized
fron for the walls, urging that if the buildings are to
be temporary the walls should he of fibro-cement, whieh
gives a better uppearance than galvanized irom.

(Taken at Melbourne.)
TUESDAY, 1ar MAY, 1923
Prosent:
Mr. Gureory, Chairman:
Senator Plain Mr, Jackson
Mr: Blokeley Mr. Mathews.
Mr. Cook. .
Thomas' Hill, Chief Engincer, Dopt. of Works' and
Railways, vecalled and. further examined,
38, To Mr. Mathews~—Tn the administrative oﬁ'mes
provision is made for o dining-room, where the officera

enn obtain Juneh, sneh ns can be got in the Common-
wealth Bank, Syduey. The ides is that ultimately
hundreds of officers may take adiantage of the oppor
tunity to have such a meal in the day-time.

39, To the Chasrman—1Lhe arrangements in regerd.
to the kitchen at the administrative offices will be the
same as those proposed to be installed in the officers’
hostel. ‘The other arrangements in regand to beating
and hat-water gervice will aleo be vetained, but there
will be no Jaundry, The heating will be through the
ordinary pipes, with a separate cast-iron boiler and
forced cirewlation. Que boiler will provide hot water
for tho wholo group of buildings. The proposul is to
have another group of buildings on the other side, but
they could not be provided for by the same boiler, beeause
the distance separating the two groups of buildings
would be 1,400 feet. The second group could be better
trented by a separate heating system. From my know-
ledge of the climate at Canberra a hot-water Serviee
will bo essential in lavatories and baths, In the adminis-
Lrative offices it will not be reguired for this purpose,
and we do not propose to provide hot water for the
lavatories there.

(Taken at Melbourne.)
PHURSDAY, 3rp MAY, 1923,

Present:
Mr. Greeory, Chairman;
Senator Plain | Mr. Cook
Mr. Blakeley i Mr. Jackson.

James Richard Colling, Seevetary, Commonwenlth
Treasury, sworn and examined.

10 Tu the Chairman - T have seen same sketch plans
of the proposed accommodstion for the administrative
«afl at Couberrs, aud, so fur s accommodation and
Incation are: concerncd, the suggestud provision s sufft
vent for the requirements of the sury. 1 think
it is osscutint that the Trensury offives should be in a
fire-proof building.  We handle a reat quantity of
matter in the nature of Treasury Bonds, and it would
wonan very sevious embarasement §f ow Jdotummenty were
destroyed by fire Tf we were ot in a fire-proof binld
ing it wonld be neecssary to spend considerable sums
in the provision of safes I do n dpim that the
Trepaury records are move valuable that those of other
Diepartments, but the loss of thase n words wonld mean
great expense and mueh inconveniener, In the event
of their destruetion by fire, we would, uevertheless,
mannge to earry on the business of the Departinent,

would b some Joss in that records of things done
wg been dlostraved, dishouest petsons wight meke
aime which, if it wero wot for the destruction Yy fire,
could e quiekly and’ sueeessfully resisted.  The same
argments opply to all the other DNepartments of the
Publie Sorvieo. . We huve not yot got a Titles Depart-
ment  There ave a fow daouments of title in the pos:
socsion of the VTome and Territories Department, and
the Attorney-Gu 's Department has a fow precions
doenments of a sim haracter.  They ave not vory
numerous, and they eontd be housed in five-proof anfes.
Ay vemarks os fo ineonvenicnee and lass, due to the
possibility of being compelled to puy moneys a second
time, apply to all the Departments. The construerion
of wood and ivon buildings i order to save 1 per count.
in con benetion coste, slionld not be taken into con-
sideratlo . There 3s also the question of tho Jealth
of the stads. Gulvanized ivon walls, in sudden changes
of weathor, wonld sweat, and cause a certain mmount of
dnmpness inside, even with plastered walls, and' shdden
chamges of femperature would he felt by the ataff, Tt
the Imildings wore lined only with wood, there neuld b
diffieulty in keeping the rooms in a sanitary conditten,
st wonld aceumuinte, and it wonld be very diffeult to
remove it In the interests of health it would bo nesee-

ol
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sary to have the walls plastered. T have scen somo”

very frogie reults due to dirty public offices. In a
B0 d extending over four or five years, there was a
aeeesiion of cases of tuberenlar discase in an offico
that T know, and each of the «ix or seven o ttuo dicd,
After the place had been cleancd up, there were uy more
cases  The disense had, no dunbt, been inda o by the
ineagitary condition of the builling, [ thiuk, therefore,
that plastered walls are an absulute neeessity, and' the
slight additional expense of huving hollow brick walle
sheanld be ineurred, T would strongly recommend tha
wse of briek A further consideration in favour of
brick or conerete is that, particnlarly on the central
01, fhe offieers have o frequently work at, night. An
iron building would be a cold one, and officers who have
sedentary oceupations arc partientarly susceptible to
attacks of cold. Tf you do not house them well you
will have great expense in paying salaries while officers
are away sick.  Even at an isolated” placa like Can-
bevra there would probably be rats and possibly othcr

rroin in o wood and iren buildivg. “The possibitities
of Laving rats in buildings where valuable records are
kept are very serious, 1f Cauleria is a windy and
dusty place, a8 you suggest, my objection to wood and
iron construction is aceentnated. While Cnnberra has
# delightful climate, sllxcnl(ing genoially, there are ocea-
sional hot duys, and_ these would be very trying to the
staff in un iron builing. "There wonld soon be a demand
for verandahs, and it wonld probubly be just as cheap
to ercet hrick walls at the outset, [f brick were decided
upon, the premises should be of . semi—.pcrmnncnt
nature, Itscems to me that these buildings will he used,
not for five or ten yeavs, but probubly for 20 or 25
years, Brick offices would have a life of 50 years,
and it would probably pay te construct them. If
they are to be used for 40 or 50’ years for depurtmentn]
work, there wonld be some slight contvenience in having
a building of two or three stories in whick the officers
of various Depurtments would be housed close to one
another, but the advantage in that dire¢tion is not very
great. The present design would lend itself to outside
decoration. The surroundings would be beautiftl, and
1 am satisfied that outside beauty affects the minds of
the staff, who would be liappier as a redblt of congenial
surroundings. On the whole, we should'be ‘economically
served, and should get good work out of the staffs under
the conditions which would exist if the present plin
wero adopted. | Tlie xooms north and'south of the yefee-
tory hall, which would have a fla} roof inade of fire-
resisting material, would be exgeedingly valuable for,
say, the Attorney-General’s Departmont and for the
Treasury, which have documents probably more valu-
able than those of the other Depariments. "The J{'rime
Minister's office also hag records which are exceedingly
veluable, in that they relate to roatfers congerning other
countries. These should be housed in g {aivly safe
place. Either brick or conerete wonld be equally satis-
foctory. The decommodation in,a quesstory by idipe js
cnite ng srgfinfnz;!ory, or even more s, than thay n a
Puilding whieh Nas several storjes. A telepkone systen
of communication between Departiments  would, aof
rourse, be a necessity, and if the expense did not prohilijt
‘2 tube system for transferring dosuments betweep De-
partments, it might be iustalled, hut that is entirely a
matter of expense. It would no$,cost very much to
transfer letters and other doeuments from building o
building in the design before me, It would be advis-
able to lave au automatie telephone system. We luve
a similar arrangement in the Public’ Qftices in which
the Treasury 1s Toepted. This would he absolutely ngens
sary,, unless you gre Soing to face very considerable
oxpense in' the way of delays in gettiug rommunieation
through a ceptral exeliange, T regard the honting of the
rooms as essential, bul T1é not ook with fhveur upen
the system “6f “cenbral leating. I wnderstand it is
proposed fo carry tho heat through pipes to the
points of serviee, T have had esperience of that

system in Australia and other countrics, and I suggest
one contral lieating should not bo attempted in a
group of building, of this nature, Tho original
snstallation woull be very expensive on account of the
distanee to be euvered, and after that you would not get
sk a service as is newsaary,  Central heating is very
valuable in countries which have extreme cold, and
vhers joe and snow are perpetual during two or three
enths of the year. In those countries 1t is necessary
that the Licating should be kept going night and day.
Tn a group of offices such ay this the expense of keeping
the beut vireulating at_night would be quite unnecessary,
There should be firoplaces in all the rooms, and provi-
sion should be made for u supply of fuel.  Officers on
the central staff very frequently have to work at night.
Although L am not at all desivous of sitting near a
fire, I huve found it necessary to get an electric radiator
installed in my own oflice simply beeause I could not
suffer the cold when working at night. Otler offcers
have had similur experience, and have had electric radia-
lled.  If you adopt the centrul heating system
erra, somebody later will have to provido electrie
hoaters ns well. On the grounds of economy and utility,
I suggest that open fireplaces be provided. There are
u few officers in each Department who should be sup-
plied with separate rooms, but for the general staffs
geparate rooms should not be furnished.  Wo should
have the officers housed in hig rooms in which the con-
trolling officers would be able to sce exactly what was
going on inuuediately they entered the room. I would
suggest the provisien of separate. rooms for the senior
officers only, hecause they have to intorview people from
outside, and tley have to talk to Ministers and others
very frequently upon confidential subjects. I quite
agree that thore is a danger of too many sub-heads of
Departments expeeting to be housed: in separate offices.
Tt would be possible: fo provide glass partitions, which
would give-certain officors the neeessary privacy, and, at.
the same time,. enable them to keep an eye on the other
officinls. T would prefer to dispense with steam heaters
altogether.  Lhey are not suited to the Avatralian cli-
mate, Stean radiators may be used in modern hospitals,
but. the conditions there are not the same. The patients
are warmly elad in bed, and the nutses are able to take
exercise and keep themselves warm. I would prefer to
have the admimstrative offices d from Parlia-
nient Tlouse only by a road of ordinary width. I have
had experience of very serious inconvenience continuall:
ovcurring during 4 session through Ministers and officials
haviug to travel backwards aud forwards between the
dopartmental offices and the Parliament. The' central
staffs do not require so very much room, and tho Minis.
ter and his immediate staff should be housed as close to
‘Parlinment House as is convenient. I do not say that
You showld réjeet a beautiful plan because it does mot
put these oifices quite in the position T have indicated,
but Ministers and offiaals should not be required to
spend more than a few minutes in transferring from one
building o auother. The distance of from 800 yards
to a quarter of a mile, as m the present plan, is'rather
great. The convenience of Parliament being a very
important matter, we should be able to bring from a
Departmeni to Parlinment House the records which
are desifed for the conyevidnee of Parliament without
causing delay. It now happens. frequently that through
something mnforescen oceurring in n debate an urgent
messaze eomes for o dorument to be sent to Parlige
ment House, A delay of six or seven minutes in sending,
a messenger for the doetment would cause irritation to
Ministers and members. T recommend ‘that, as far as
the adopted plan will permit, the Ministerial staifs should
be located near Parliament Ilouse. T admit that that is
un argnment for one big building, where all the officers
eould be concentrated.
H. To dlr Jackson—One of my objections. to the
rentral honting system is that it is not kept going all
the time.  In the.present public offices the heat i
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allowed to diminish about 8 p.m., and by 430 pm. the
rooms: become cold.  If the hent eould bo kept going
until late at night the central system might be service
able, but I maintain that the original cost and the
maintenance charges would be too great to justify it.
Toking: all things into consideration, particularly the
original capital cost, I doubt whether there would be
any saving by the central system. Liven if there were,
wy objection to. the efficiency of the service would
remain. At Australin House, T found that there was un
engineer receiving £8 por weck, and I believe there were
threo stokers in addition employed in connexion with the
heating system. The Cnnil))m-m heating system would
be bigger than that installed at Australia Iouse.

49, L'0 the Chairman.—1 would recommend that the
officers be required to run a refreshment room on their
own account. ‘They should provide the money neces-
sary to purchaso. and prepare the food. I would say
that the Government might well provide the room, the
kitchen, and the table utensils in the first plave, any
replenishment of tnble utensils to be earried out at the
expenso.of tho officers. If the samo thing were doue iu
connexion with the lostels, I think that would be as
much as the officers could expect.

(Taker at Melbourne.)
THURSDAY, 15tn MAY, 1923.
Present:
Mr. Grraory, Chairman;
Senator Newland Mr. Cook
Senator Plain Mr. Jackson
Mr. Blukeley Mr. Mathews,

Robert Randolph Garram, M.A., K.C.M.G., Solicitor-
General and Secretary, Attorney-General's Depart-
ment, sworn and examined..

48. To the Chairman—It is desirable to bave the
administrative offices f2irly close to the Houses of Par-
liament, not that n matter of 200’ or 300 yards js any-
thing to worry about. There will be in the Crown.
Solicitor's Office a good many Important filee tm,d 3
congidernble number of titles and valusble books The
loss of these might he & very sevious thing for
the Department, and it would bo advisable to have al}
records in a fire-proof building. T should prefer o
have the buildings of brick or conerete, even at an addi-
tional cost of 15 per cent. 1 have been in Canherra,
Apart altogether from doecnments which are inherently
valuable—such' as documents of fitle—it wr_mld be n
very great disaster for & Department to have its recordy
destroyed; it would throw the Department into hope-
less confusion. IF all the opinions of the Altorneys
Genceral for the Inst twenty years were: burnt, some
people might consider it not an unmixed blessing, but
it wonld embarrnss the Department considerably,
have seen the proposed grouping of huildings shiown on
the sketeh plan, 1 doubt whether ghe area proposed
will bo. adequate; 1 should think it wenld be very
quickly absorbed when the main Departments went
to Canberra, Departments develop vers rapidly, and

ion considered suffiei to-day is found
to be inadequate the day after to-morrow, I have seen
the list of the first-stage requirements. T have looked
up the estimate of our requirements, and T found the
figures. to be 8,000 fect for the Ministers and secre-
taries, and 4,800 feot for the administrative offices,

44, To Mr. Mathews—-Apart from the Patents
Office, our requirement would be for something like 50
officinls:

45. To the Chairmar~The 5000 foet <hown for
the Attornoy-General’s Departuient would be altogether
inadequate. I take it that pretty well the \.\'lgole of my
staff will go immediatoly. The Crown Solicitor would
not have to take the whole of his present staff, but

bo would have to take some responsibility in cunnexion
with the legal work connceted with the administration
of the Northern Territory, and so forth, I wall furn.ch
to the Committee an estimate of the requircnnis of
my Department. I should prefer to have one or two
buildings in a group rather than to Lave a series of
buildings ns is shown on the plan. I thick that that
plan is a little too scattered for administrative pur-
poses. It menns that you have a very great floor
area when you have only one-story Luildings, and have
separate buildings with large: spaces between. The
eottage system doea not appeal to me for departmental
purposes. In my own building I have had experience
of hieating with hot water. I should imagine it would
be very much more difficult to heat satterad single-
floor buildings than it would be in a black of huild-
ings two or three storics bigh Central heating, com-
bined with ventilation and a proper system of regula-
tion, so that you ean control the heat, chould prove
safisfactory. The only drawbaek ia that the wepther
does not not reengnive the beginning and the end of
the offieial winter; sometimes von get a ¢old «nap befare
the furnace is fired up or after it has cooled down
To meet that, some supplementary method might be ad-
visable. The system adopted in the Commonwealth
buildings in )ﬁel{ourno is a very good ore. I dare say
the fires are allowed to go down at night-time, but
the water ciroulating in the pipes is still warm. Assum-
ing they ean be heated as well as the Melbourne offices,
T think it would be quite satisfactory to have the Par-
liament Fiouse and administrative offices at Camberra
constructed wholly without chimuneys, depending sololy
on the hot-water system. of heating, With a wood and
galvanized-iron building of une story it might be quite
a different proposition_comporcl vith n solid block of
four or five stories. In Londow anl Poris, hntowror
heating in winter s found qure effactive T the goaiy
in properly instalid, proparle regulated, anl to % ?
after, it should prove satisfoecory. TFor the purpose of
ofecting oconomical adruin stration, for safety agrinst
fire, and for convenience oad heoting, T prefer one
or two fairly large brick huildingz, each housing two
or three Departments. 1 do not know what would be
the cost of inustalling a pneumatic tube from these
buildings to the post office. Certamly 1t would result
in a great savmg of rime, I know what they do in
Paris with the peftt blew,  They do not send tclcgraps
iy the eitys they send these pneumatic messages. The
electrie heater in my office has not affected me ad-
versely.

(Taken at Melbourne.)
THURSDAY, 17ric MAY, 1023,

Present:
Mr. Gregony, Chairman;
Senator Newland | AMr. Cook
Senator Plain | Mr. Jackson

Mr. Blakeley P Mr. Mathews,

Justimian Oxenham,, Reerctary, Postmaster-Genoral's
Dopartment, sworn and examined,

46, 7o the Chairman.—1 have geen the plan of the
proposed administrative offices. The Works and Rail-
ways Department hase appronclied us with regard to
the space we would' require. I do- not favour the use
of gaiv.. ced iro' vad wood, beeause the buildings
would {1 ~cld in wintr. und hot in summer. It would
he more veenoneal tor ereet the offices. on some site
where they wonld be usefud after their employment as
teniporary  oflices had ceased. Even temporary build-
mgs would probahly be need for twenty years. It
seerss o pite not tu make them substantial in the first
plac  Tf they were made of brick or concrete, they
wonld be far more serviceable, and they would cor-
tainly be more comfortable for the staff. The steam




18

heating systam im the Commouwealth offices in Mol
bourne is insatisfactory as far os my experiente in my
own voom is concerned, 1 prefer the old-fashioned
fire  Stean heating scems dilfieutt Lo regulate.  You
either get it too hot or not Lol ¢nough, and in cold
weather one is linble to eateh a ¢hill on Jeaving 2 room
that has been well heated by steam. My oflice is on
the third floor, and the room does not become properly
heated. J have an electric radiator as well. K should.
sny that if the offices at Canberra were construeted, of
wood and iron, it would be neccssary to keep the heat
ing aystem. going for the whole twenty-four hours in
seinter There huve been no serious complaints, so fur s
1 know, from the stalf as to the insufliciency of the steant
heating at the Commonyealth offices. Looking at the
plan of the proposed administrative offices for Canberra,
T should sy that the moro concentrated the buildings
were the better it would be, provided thero were ade-
quate light. Two or three story buildings would be
proferable to detached single story structuros The
main advantage is in having the stuffs well concen-
trated. If you could put the buildings in = place
where they could be utilized subsequently, it would be
botter to have them close together. I would suggust
buildings similar 1o those comprising' the Cormmon~
wealth offices in Melbowrne, so that the Departments
could arrange their floor space to snit themselves.
Genernlly epenking, brick buildings are desirable for
the prevention of fire, The destruetion of depart-
mental records would cause a lot of trouble.

47. To Mr. Cook,—My experience is that if rooms
gre heated up sufliciently by steam to make them warm
the air becomes oppresive to work in, T wonld' prefer
tn see permanent buildings erected. If, however, they
¢ro to be knoeked down i twenty years or o, it in o
different matter.

48. To Mr. Mathews—The Post and Telegraph
Departwent has business to transact with the Treasury,
the Attoruey-General's Department, the Works and'
Railways Departuent, the Public Service Commis-
sioner, 1lome and Territories, Customs Department,
and sometimes the Patents Office, and it is of great
advantage to have the various Departments gs netr
as possible together.  The lighting at our present
offices is good, but the floor space is not sufficient for
present requiremeits.

49. To Senator Newland.—According to the plan of
the refectory the proposed nccommodation ought to be
satisfactory to the stafl. It would he sdvisable to
allow the stafl to do the catering themselves. The
system vow adopted at the lmeheon room at the Post
Qffice, in Molbourue, is under the control of the ew-
ployess, and those for whose benefit the luncheon reom
15 yun have an interest in sceing thay it is properly
condueted. The minimum charge is about 1s, and a
very good meal is provided. T cannot say how the meal
would compare with the Tuncheon sipplied at the Com-
monwealth Bank building in Sydoey, ~ The Government
provided the space, equipment, and crockery for the
dining-room at tie Melbourne Post Office. T am not
quite sure at whose expense crockery is replaced but
think it is at the expense of the committee of coutrol.
At Canberra the Government should replaco the kitchen
equipment; but the staff should Year the cost of replac-
ing-erockery and table Yinen. 1t would be a good Plan
to conduct the refeetory at Canberra on the same liner
s the diring-reom and buffet at the Melhourne Fost
Office. T believe the Government. pay for the fuel used
for the cooking. Paperserviettes are nsed. No menls
are provided for the night s}lift.

(Taken at Melbourne.):
FRIDAY, 18tu MAY, 1098,

Present:
Mr. Geeaory, Chairman;

Senator Newlana Ar. Cook
Senator Plain My, Jackaon. -

Mr, Blakeley Ay, Mathews.

John Smith. Murdoch, Chiot Architect, Department of
Works and Raihvays, recolled, and {urther
examined.

50, To the Chairman~I suggest thot the. provi-
siong] Parliament Houso should bo erected on Camp
1L}, and if it 3s the opinion of the Commttes that
no temporsry Goversment offices should be built of
timber, I suggest that they should bo proceeded with
in necordance with, Mr, Grifiin’s lay-oug of permaneut
public offices, which cannot, T believo, be improved upon.
‘That is to say, 1 would' proceed with one. o two of the
permanent buildings, 1 hear people say that
beofore these buildi can be. designed, Parli t
Touse showld give thew =& key in the matter
of design, but there is very liltle. in that point
of view. ~ The Government could call for competitive
designs for permanent office buildings on the lnes
of Mr.’ Griffin’s plan, and any design likely to
win would be in the modern renaissance style
now prevailing, and would be bound to be be in sym-
pathy with any classieal design likely to be adopted
tor Parliament Fouse itself.  If Parliament House
were placed on the top of Kurrajong, with its flanking
buildings to give it support and & mass offect which
conld be viewed from everywhere, it would be very ad-
visable to, have the whole group of buildings: on. the:
top of Kurrajong designed by the same ming? but. the
departmental buildings on the flat could. easily be. de-
signed to Lo sympathetie with any futuve group of
buildings. We are taking no visk whatever in saingx
as [ supgest. 1 recommend threestory buildings for
the publio oftices. I join issue with the man: who says’
that it is uecessary to- have the design. of Parliament:
House to give a key to the design of ¢ office buildings.
ou the site as laid out by v, Griffin for ofices, IET
fied my way b wonld nol have very much embellishnent
about them. T the United States the. nowly-designed
public offices ave absolutely simple. They have colossal
floor space inside, and. their whole arrangement is ox-
tromely sensible,  The Committes has no concoption’
of their size, People donbt whether the: vast area of
over 200 acres dovoted by Mi Griffin to administretive-
purposes will bo necessary, but; one design: for a new. Go-
vermuunt Department ok Washington is probably' six
times he wzo of any building that Mr. Giifin has. pru-
vidad for in.the preposed group of Government offices-at
Canberra  The Americen departmontal buildings are
enlossal.  The people. of the United. States have seized
npon all the modern conditions, and all the material
thiat modern times have provided: for such buildings i
the shape of conerete and: fircproof steel windows,
fhink that it is sur duty to accept modern conditions.
and apply our expressional avehitecture to. thase-condi-
tiane rather than lavish old-{ashioned ideas upon our
buildiugs  Of course, the Commiitles nust bear: in
mind that if it: recommends the Government to. procesd.
with the erection of pormanent offices there must ho-
competition for designs, The alternative would be to
have provisiownl buildings. on the: lines now before the
Committee, bt i we went to the Tength. of building.
tawporary strugtures in brick or concrate thera would
not be wuch difference in: tho cost as compared: with
building permanent strietures. If the temporary Par-
liament House were placed on tho Knoll by the: river,.
auy temporary offices on the-opy ite side of theravenuer
would need to be wooden. 'ﬂwy couldrnot oe built in.
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briok because of the useless foundattons that would be
required on 4 site that would only be suituble for frame
structures.

51, To Mr. Mathews—The idea in recomuuending
teroporary frume offiees on the filled-in land along the
axis running down from the Knoll 18 to have the
group balanced on cither side of the avenne.  Placing
tho. buildings on Jand next to the Knoll wontd not give
the requirod balanee. By having the provisional
Parlioment House on the Kuoll 10 feet above the
avenuo and two-storey office structures level with the
avonue, and on the other side of it, there would be two
musses of buildings balancing one another ou each sule
of that avemie. 1 would have no great objection to
building on the land next to the Kno¥i, but I am sure
that the group of huildings would lock very el better
if they were erected, as I have suggested.” Tf the Com-
mittee is not agreeable to the constraetion of these
temporary offices in timber, T advise it to depart from
the Knol{sitn for a proviuonal Parlimment Jouse.

59, To Senalor Newland.— To builid offices on ground
opposite the Knoll, hut et filled iu with spoil taken
from the Knol), would be to crect Dmidings very de-
pressed ns compared with Parlimment Howse, and shere
again there would be the absenve of belance, 1 think
itwould be very diffieult to get the ddiwary Commuitice
w aceept any proposal to ke offices which are 1urther
sunk. I have already had difficulty in gelung mem=
bers of that Comnniltce lu acuept iy siew in regar
to the scheme of tmpuiny offices va rasged groumd as
1 have outlined.  Of comse, in auy vase the floor Yevel
of the offices on the filled in ground vn the viber sude
of the avenue from Parhanent House nould be 16 tet
helow the flaor level of Partiament Howe ou the Kuoll,
but that difference would not be very appurest i 2
large landscape. 1 the vther hand, to e o donn-
nance of 10 feet over vthu Lusldings is very 1alaable
in the case of Parliament House. 1 am upprehensive
about disappointing members of Parlament.  They
are not likely to go into the pros snd coms us iv wh
this or that was done, and when they get v Canberra
end, do not find themsclves on q site which 1s satisfac-
tory ag regards outlock, some one ts likely to lbear
something,

58, To the Chairmun~1f Parlisment deenled to
accept the Advisory Committee’s reconnendation awl
build the provisional Parhament Ilouse at the footl ot
Camp Hill, 1 should recommend that one or Lwo of the
admimistrative offices in the gronp planned by Mr.
Grifin should be builg in brick.

54, To Senafor Newlund—The permanent oflices
would blanket the view of the temporary Parliameat
Hause, - heeause they would be three-story buildings.
The group of temporary timber offices under considera-
tion by the Committee lies to the not th-west of Parha-
mont House, quite near to the Knoll, Assupnng that
the Committee reeommends that the offices be of biwek o1
conevete instend of wood, and un aovount of the nuy very
gerious difforence in cost declis it advisuble to go
straight on with permancut offices on the hnes of Mr
Grifiin's excellent plan, provision wonld have to he
made for the offices to v added to unit by unit as re-
quired. I have in nmy wind now a plen that would
be suitable for developmemt of = that Jond,  and
T con produce a sketh tu the Commitlee shuwing
where the whole scheme cuuld be carried ou unit by
unit as required and fulfilling Mv. Griflin's schewme,
always nssuming that Kurrujors is sulected as the site
for the future permancnt Parlinment Tonse.

56, o Mr. Blakeley—If the temporary Parliament
Touse wero put on Camp 110 we could proceed: with
the building of permanent offiecs, Tt wonld cost
wmoro 1o carry out my ides, bur T think it wonld be
worth while, | T am not prepaved to say offhand what
the inerensed cost would be a3 Detween temporary
offices in brick and permanent offices im briek, but it

“qwst e ol thndier and iron.

would not be vers serwous, and T think it would pro-
bably be advisable to embark on the permanent offices.

56. To the Chairman—If the administrative offices
are to be in briek, the Committee should seriously con-
sider the advisability of proceeding with the permanent
ofliea buildings on the Jines lnid out on the Griffin plan,
which T think are quite satisfuetory. In my opinion,
it is not necessary to obtain n design for the permanent
Parligment House to provide a cue for the design of
1he permanent offices which are to be built on the fat
below Comp Hill. T would not build offices to the
outh of the Knoll should the Clommittee recommend
the construction of the provisional Parliament House
on that site. It would not give a balancing effect.
T would like to see the work proceed on either side of
the avenue in order to keep a balance all the time.
It the offiees recommended by the Advisory Commit-
Ve 1o be built in timber and fron were to be built in
riek they would take longer to eveet. If my sagges
tren 1o proceed with the persaayent offices at ance, in
liow of temporary ofiices, should be adopted, it would
b necesaary to eonduct a competition_for designs. That
eompetition would ocoupy at least six months, The
Government have commiited themwselves to the archi-
toets in this respect.  They have promised that the
Jesigna for the permonent buildings will be open to
competition  ‘Dhe diffevence in time between provid-
e administrative officcs in a permanent form and
lmilding fu o temporary fom in brick would be under
twolvo wonthe,. Al of the publiv buildings could be
evincted vpforfuhly within three ov four yewrs. The
whale delay Whely to be aeegsinned by rrecting the 1d
winistrative offices in a permanent form would probably
ot eveord twelee months, inelnding the time oceupied
by the vompetition Tn suy ease, the buildings would
b veady bofare Canberra eonld be oecupied. It is not
this work that would delay the neonpation of the ¢ity
The Government arva expecting private enterprise 1o
anpply half 1he Jonses whieh will e necessary there to:
enable Pdiament to meet. Tt will take time 1o
cantist the publie (o emb ark en a scheme af that mafnre
Al must firet he seivel with the faet that the Go-
cormment ave serions in their intentions. They will
want ta see the public buildings well on their way, If
o yhont ta invest in o honse at Canberra 1 would
weful 1o aseertain that the Govermment were
seriots in their intention to go on with the work there,
and what wonld lring home to my mhnd the seriousness
of their futention wonld be the faet that these per-
o officeswere boing eveeted, ALl tl\in{;s can-

it is likely to be five yoars befare Parbiament
can it wt Canberra

&7 o Mr. Wath-as 1 temporary offices ave to be
oo lad fur them by the Advisory
Connitten e the Lot They sould be built of timber
and iron. Tl tave blucks adjacent to the avenue jn
e contie of the cumplite ofiicial gronp of depart-
petital oflices, u accotdunee with Mr. Griffin's plan,
conld Lo Wl o roaaacntly withom unduly interfering
With ihe view of a provisional Parkiament House
created on the site tomended by the Advisory Com-
fittee, D the Lifliculy would be that these offices
Ml b thrwe storics bigh, while the proisional Par-
Tinment Hutst woubl In sy a one-story strueture,
and  thercfore would wiupying a  subordinate
position.

Yoot Uk I¥ the provisionsl Parliament
ot 10 bilt ot Canp il it would be advisable to
ive np the idea of building temporary ofiices. I
e derided to buikd aoproy ‘sional Poarlims e 1« v
the Hnoki, then I sugpest tempore ¥ bl b

fop ol e as Wil 8 Ay bwddings en sucs
Tt would be too expans
L buiild on that site in brick or conerete. The founda-
tiows would be tvo costly.




I

. 59. To- My, Jackson—X would be prepared to wait
six months for a preniiated .design for the permanent
offices. It would not.be necessary to. wait for plans
from overseas.  We have in Ausiralia. 41l the talent

quived to producé very 1 ifi1l designs that would
not fail to apeord with the design of tho permanent

Parlisment House, ° .

60. To Mr, Blakeley. — The suggestion I have put
before the Committee this morning will jnorease the
cost of buildi; . a8 d with the dati
to the Committec. The proposal before the Com-
nittee is to provide 84,000 feet of floor-space of offices

at g cost of £135,000.° The scattered. nature of

‘tho buildings makes the cost of' engineering servicos
vory heavy, the estimate in this rospeci being over

£30,000; ““The cost of the floor space for the scheme.

before the Committee works out at £1. 12s. per
foot. T should think that we would have no difficulty
in building, §n hrick or. concréte at a cost slightly
under £2 por foot, We have already shown in evi-

18

dence that the difference between wood and brick
buildings at Canberra is likely to be about 18' per
cent., 80 tha{; for 25 per cent. over the cost' of tem-
porary offices in wood and iron we. could probably
put up-permanent buildings, If you go_to tho ex-
ponsg- of criating: temporary offices, aceording to the
sghemo submitted, that is tho scattered. schome, in
‘brick- or conerete, it would be more aatisfactory to- pay
the extra cost azd bave them. in & permanent form, 1
am not quite sure what the proportion of that extra
cost woilld be, but it' would: certainly be under 20 per
cont, more.  As an. offset the cost of engineering ser-
viees. in the: permanent. block. of "buildings would be &
great deal less than. the-cont- of those services in the
d porary -building Timber buildings
could go on the-surface of the: filled:in: ground opposite
the: Knoll, '
61. T'o the Chairman—Placing the permanent offices

nedar Camp Hill would have no éffect on the location:

of the proposéd officers’ Hiostel.
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