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4, .
PARLIAWENBARY STANDING COMMITTME ON PUBLIC WORKS,

TELEPHONE WORKSHOPS, MELBOURNE,

REPOCRT

IRCEXTURTER

Ihe Parlismentary Stending Committee on Public Works,
to which His Uxcellency theé Governor-General in Council referred,
for investigation and report, the guestion of the provieion of
Telephone Workshops, with accessory services, at Spencer Sireet,
Melbourne, hes the honour to report as followse:~

INTROLUCTORY .,

fhe functions of the General Post 0ffice, l{elbourne,
which for meny years ware carried on in the building at the corner of
Bourke and zlizebeth streets, "*albourne, were, during 1916 and 1917,
gradually remov.ed to a more modeorn building which had been erected
a8t the corner of Bourke and spencof streets, on gortion of the ares
axtending from B.ourke—str'ee‘t to Little Rourke-atreet, whioh was
acquired by the Commonweslth in 5.91_.3_ and 1914,

PRISENT £ROLQSLL,

.
‘the proposal now submitted to the Committee is to

aerect, as an extension of the General Post Office, = building to acoo=

mmodete, for some years, the various sections of the Jostal, Telagraph

snd Telephone Workehops,
DESCRIPLION OF THE PROFOBED BUILDING,

The building proposed is designed to have a frontsge
o about 53 feet t\o Spencer-street, by s depth of about 134 feet, and
to consist of 7 floors, The bassment, to be used for stores, will
be 10 fect 6 inches high from floor to oceiling; the ground floor,
for carpenters, 13 fest 3 inches; the first floor, for light and ]zc;wer.
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painters and polishers, 18 feet 9§ inches; the seoond floar, for the
telegraph sesotion, 18 feet 9§ inches; the third and fourth floors,
Loxr tI.u Telephone Branch, 13 feet 3 inches; while the fifth floor,
for use ss pffices, recreation snd luncheon rooms, will be 13 feet
9% inches in height. The structure is to be well ventilated, and of
the latest and most up-to-date fire- resisting oonstruction, The
front will be of brick with oement finish, -_smnar to the front of
the adjacent building, with bess-course of bluestone; the rest of the
building will have walla and flaors of reinforced conorets, The
floors will be Tinished with 3% inch by § inch T.&G. Jarrvah, neiled
to coke bresze concrete and bitwaen, and designed to carry s load of
2 owt, to the square foot, The walls will be colored, but not plast-
ered while utilizad as workshoys,

The whols proposal will provide about 45.009 square feet
of working floor space, Hot walter radiaters will be instolled, to
be served from the boiler in the existing 'building. Windows are to be
steel franed and glazed, with wired rolled plgf.e gleas, fire-remimt-
ing. The building will have a flat roof of reinforoced concrets with
J-ply malthoid waterproof covering. .

ESTINAIID COST,

The estineted cost of tho proposal is set down st £66,500
including enginesring services, and the time fixed for acompletion

about two years from receipt of approval,
COMKITTER'S INVISTIGATIONS,

The Committee vieited the mite of the proposed building,
inspected the General Fost Office building at Spencder-street, and
the prenises in which the workshops are lt'preunt located, A care-
ful scrutiny wes made of the plans, which weve explmined by the Chief
Arohitect, Depsriment of Yorks and Lailways, and in addition evidence
was Sbtained from the Chief Ingineer, Department of Works afid Keilways,
and from the Acting Deputy Postmaster-General, and engineers am other
officials of the rostal Lepartment.

Present Location,

It was sacertained in evidence that the workshops now props=
’ one’
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proposed to be provided for, are at present divided; the telephone and

electric Xighting and power seotions, and the carpenters, peinters, and

'pol‘iaheu. are in an 0l6 building adjoining the General Post 0ffice,

while the telegraph section is in buildings in Little Bourke-street st
the resr of the Eligabeth-street Post Uffice. It was stated that the
telophone workshop, which was originally a hide and skin store, was
first oocupled sbout Nevember 1915, and then only aw a temporury neas-
ure, .No'w it is said to be t{oo amall and most uncomfortsable, while in
the carpentors' section, it is claimed, tlhere im a lot of space that
cannot be used because it is too dark,

‘ Hen Zmployed,

Evidenc‘e tendered went to show that the number of men employ-
ed in the various workshops now under consideration amounts to zbout
330, and it was represented that an additional 20 to 25 men are at
present required to core with the work in’ the telerhone workshop, but
that for lack of apace they cannot be accommodated,

Work rerformed.

The bulk of the work perfommed by the mechanios conedsts of
repairs and renewals of telegraph and telerhone spparatus, In addition
the Department is at present manufaoturing such items as it requires
which cannot be obtained economically outside, or oennot be secured in
sufficient time to ocape with the service, Telerhones are not being
manufactured, but the Jepartment is carrying out the cabinet work for
switchboards, and after purchasing supplies for sawe, assesbles the
complete article, )

axpansion of Postal Business,

As it had heen mentioned that the new building had been desig-
ned ao that the floor levels would acorrespond with the floor-levela of
the General Post Office, to parmit of thair T2ing used for postael purp-
oses vhan extension of business warranted, the fommittee sought to
ascertain when this might be expected to take plaoe.\ Tigures supplied
to ths fonmittee showed thst the munber of parcsle handled per annum
has inoreased from 910,030 in 1917-1918, to 2,563,035 in 1922-1923,
and is still inoreasing at a very vrapid rate, and it i:.t}?.]fmed that
further sccommodation will be regquired for that section in § years.

As this sccommodation can most convenisntly be obteined by extending in-

to the proposed building now under consideration, it is apparent to
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the Committee that the suggestion to house the workshops therein ocan
only be regarded as a tem?ouz‘y expedient, and that if established
there in twa years! time, they may be expected to be moved sgain 3
years after that date, at Ieast from the lower floors, to provide
accommodation for the rercels Seotion,

Consideration was givento the question of the feaeibility of
Placing the workshops section in a position which might be regarded
as their permenent location, and so avoid the expense o?i‘:z;emoval
of their machinea, ete., at an early date, i

Inquiriss were made as to whether a less sxpensivs site might
not be more properly used for workshops purposes, but the fact that
such a course would necessitaté the tsking &f the workshops some
distance away, where they would lack oconvenient association with the
stores dbuilding, added to the fact that this land ie already the
property of the Commonwealth, weighed with the Committe'e in approving‘
that the workshops be located on this site., The suggestion was then
wade that this proposed building might be erected on the Little Bourke-
street corner instead of where now proposed, a position in which the
workshops might be expeolted‘ t0 remsin undisturbed i‘orh";;z years, but
the evidence plmoed before the Committee convinced it that such a
course would involve considerable disomganization of the workshops,
and that the proper and natural method of developing thie ares is by
an extension of the present building northwarés,

From its own observations, and the statements in evidence, the
Committee was satisfied that better accommodation should be provided
for the workshops staff as sarly as possible, and representations
were mads that from an administrative point of view, and to permit of
better supervision, it is essential to bring &ll the workehops under
one oontrol, With this effected, and comfortable and well-lighted
working apace provided, it ie snticipated that the efficienay of the
staff will be increased from 10% to 15%:% )

Under these ciroumstances, it is recommended that the building
be procaeded with, and that the workehops lee?ion be accommodated
therein as proposed., The COnunitt_ce is, however, of opinion that in
view of the inoonvenience under which the men are at present working,

& special effort should be made to reduce the time of erection of
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this building as much as possible,

Adeptability of New Structure,

In view of these facts, the Committee endeavoured to ascertain
whether care was being taken to ensure thet when expeneion of business
demanded, the sotivities of thePostal Department could overflow easily
and naturally into the space awallable alongside it. ¥rom inquiries
made, however, it wams apparent. to the Committee that the proposed
new building could not be economicmlly used for asil purposes, unless.
aconnection from the present yard is made by means of a roadway to the
yard of the new building, in order to permit of sawy soccess to and
from the new and 0ld buildings, and thus allow of a free interchange
of vehicles, ate., between the two places and Liltle Bourke-street,
This aspeot was brought under the notice of the Chief Architect, and
as & result he submitted tq the Committee an amended sketoh of the
ground floor, showing how the desired object could be achieved, by
the removal of the Staivway and Lavatory Block from the 3.8, to the
N.E. corner of the building, and the provision of a roadway from the
Bourke-sireet lane through to Little Bourke-strset, ¥ith this amend-
ment, the Superintendent of ilails considered all his requirements
would be mot, and the Committee recomrends that such a2lterations in

the plane ve effected,
Fifth Floor,

Yhen this z:'efo:.'ence~ was placed before the Committee, it was
explainsd thet it wae the intsnt{on tc; allocate the fifth floor for
the,use of the Clorical Officers assceimted with ‘the workshops, and
in addition to provide therein a locker room, and 4 rvoom in which
those of the staff who brought their lunch could have it in comfort,
Inguiries made by the Committes elicited the information that the
accommodation reguired by the olerical staffamounted to only 945 sq,
feat of the ,6260 sq, feet availsble, but investi‘gati&n‘s made had
shown thet several of the branches in the adjoining General Post
0ffice could do with more space than they are gi present allotted'
further, that the space of that buildmg was encroached on to some

extént by the clerical staff of the Storea Section, which might.be
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considered to be more properly sccommodated ealsawhere,

Under these cirnumstances, the Committee is of opinion that it is
neither economical nor advieable to give up 5,315 feet of space on the
fifth floor for locker and lunchedn room purroses.,

It is therefore recommended that the fifth floor be set aside for
office and other purroses, and that the roof bs utilized for locker and
luncheon room purposes by the extension oi: the building in harmony with

’ the exist'ing General Post Office structure, .

-

Develorment of Whole Block,

The Commonweaith has & ma’gnifigent block of land in this area,
: having frontages of 314 feet to Srencer-straet, and 200 feet to Rourke-
. street and Little Bourke-street, and it is probable that with the growth
‘ of postal business it may at no very distant date be wholly reguired to
accommodate the various antivities connected with the General Post Office,
That being so, it is paten.t thet the rresent schems cannot be regarded
as providing a pemsnent home for the workshors; that can only be deter-
mined later when the whole block is developed to its utmost capacity,

It is the unanimous view of the Committee that to avoid errors
in layoutand lack of co-ordination between related sectione, a complete
rlan for the future utilization of the whole of the Commonwealth prop-

erty comprised in this area should be prerared betore any future exten-

,'\/’ sion is prorosed. It is also the opinion of the Committee that in plan-
7/ ) ning this and future extensions, the fact should not be lost sight of
’ that when the remodelling of Spencer-street Railway Station is completed,
access thereto from the General Post Office should be provided by means
/" of a subway,

Further, to place this Gensral Post 0ffice on a level with the
most up-to~-date offices in other parts of the world, it is thought
that early consideration might well be given to the question of the

mechanical handling of mails, in accordance with modern rostal practice,
Lifts,

In the plans first submitted to the Committee, provision was in-
cluded for one 1lift only for passenger and goods traffic, and this was

located at the north-sastern corner of the building, During the
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examination of the Chief Engineer, Derartment of Workl' and Railways,
however, he suggested that in view of the fact that over 300 workmen
will be employed in the building, an additional 1ift should be instal-
led in the vicinity of the Spencer-street frontage, and access thereto
given by m;uns of a 7 ft, or 8 £t, footway through the old building
adjoining on the north,

After carefully considering this rroposal, and hearing the
evidence of the Chief Architect in regard to the matter, the Committee
came to the conclusion that any 1ift installed near the fronf of the
building would have to be removed when any further extension of the
building was undertaken, if, however, the lift were located some
40 feet further back, it would be_in a position from which zacness could
be obta:ln'ed, from the yard and 1ight area which will be part of a rer-
manent lay-out,

The Committee therefore recommends that a 1if't of sufficient
caracity to core with the enticipated traffic be loocated in this ros-
itionfather than at the front of the building,

The provision of a footway through from Srencer-street would
necessitate the partiql demolition of the building on the north, a
fairly substantial 2-storey structure with bluestone foundations, As
this would involve some exrense to provide a convenience which admit-
tedly could be continued for 3 or 4 years only, and as other means of
easy access to this lift are available, the Committee unanimously

agreed to recommend that such 'footway be not. provided, . .

SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS,

Briefly summarized, the recommendations of the Committee are as
follow :-

(1) That the General Post Office be extended by the erect-
jon of an additional section as prorosed,

(2) That the plans submitted be remodelled with a8 view to
the provision of a suitable roadway connecting the
Bourke-street lane with Little Bourke-street,

{3) That the fifth floor be set aside for office or other
purposes, and that the roof be utilised for locker and
luncheon room purposes by the extension of the building
in harmony with the existing Genmral Post 0ffice struct-
ure,
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{5)

(6¥

tid )

(81

{3)

S
hat the Workéhops be only t-npourily sccomniodated in the

Propesed Suidding, - thok pornuunt lecation to be deter-
mined htor. '

That a connlctc plan for the future utuiution of the whole
of the commulth property in this dlook be prepared be=
fore any Luture oxtonnion is proponed,

That the planning of ‘this and future extensions be carried
out with the idea that on the r-xodollmg of the Spencer-
strdet Railway Station, access thereto from tho General Fost
Office be provided by mun- of & subway.

That urly consideration be given to the question of the mcah-
ani.e:l handling of makle iu. asccordance with modern poltal
precsice. |

That & 1ift be provided on the northern wall approximately
in the centre of the building.

That the propessl to provide a fooiway on the north of the
proposed building from Spcncer--trut to the light area and
yard be not asgresd to. .

Chairman,.

0ffioe of the Parlismentary Standing Committee on Public Works,

Federasl Psrliament House, Melbourne,

16 August, i923..
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TELEPHONE WORKSIIOPS, MELB 1
(Taken at Mclbourne.)
WEDNESDAY, 1§t JULY, 1623,

Present:

AMr. Greeony, Chairman; X
Senator Lynch Mr. Cook
Senator Reid i Mr. Mackay
Mr. Blakeley Mr. Mathows,

‘Thomas Hill, Chiof ngincer, Department of Works
and Ruilways, sworn and examined.

1. To the Chairman.—~The proposal before the Com-
mittee is to erect ns nn extension of the existing General
Post Office, a building to accommodate for some years
the various branches of thebpdStal, telegraph, and tele-
phone workshops, The over-sll dimensions of the pro-
posed building will be 53 feet M{ feet, and will con-
sist of seven floors occupied “us” follows:—Basoment,
stores; ground floor, cnrgcnters;,ﬁrsz floor, light and
povwer,. painters and polishers; sﬁnd floor,” telegraph;
third floor, telephones; fourth v, telephones; fifth
floor, office, recreation, and lunchéén rooms.  The flag
roof ean be used for luncheon rooms and recreation
purposes at a later date if the expansion of the tele-
graph and telephone serviees so warrants.  For some
years the telegraph workships have been situated in
very congested quanters. as the back of the Tlizabeth-
street Post Oftice, and some means had to be devised for
better and more convenient accommodation. Also, the
telephone, carpenters’, painters’, and polishers’ work-
shops are honsed in unsuitable old buildings adjoining
the General Post Office, Spencer-strect. A portion of
these buildings will have to be demolished to make room
for the new building. The new building will be of the
Iatest and most up-to-date construetion, und fire-resist-
ing throughout. The greatest. amount of light has been
obtained by the architestural trentment, The front of
the building will be in conformity with the existing
building, which is from an adaptation of classical
reunissanee, simplicity, and breadth of cffoct boing
aimed at rather than costly detail. The new tclephone
workships will ave ready aecess to the existing postal
stores, and thus effect economies in obtaining their

. material, This first section now being constructed will
form part of a scheme for ultimate oceupation by the
virious services of the Postmaster-General’s Deopurt-
ment of the whole of the site hounded by Bourke,
Spencer, and: Little Bourke streets.  The extension now
propoesed will provide about 45,000 square feot of work-
ing floor spaco, and is estimated to cost, including engi-
neering services, £66,500.

The front, of building will be of brick with cement
finish, similar to the front of adjacent building, The
Dbase course will be of bluestone. The rest of the build-
ing will have walls and floors of reinforced eoncrete,
The floors: will be finished with 3} in. x § in.
T. & W jarrah, nailed to coke breeze concrete and
bitumen, The walls are to bo coloured, not plastered,
until such time as the activities of the Postal Depart-
ment require a better finish, The windows will be
steel framed and glazed with wired rolled plate, fire
resisting. ‘The joinery will be of Queensland hoop
pine, and of plain finish; the partitions will bo of the
simplest character and glazed from above; dado to ceil-
ing where required. The stairway will be in eoncrete
finished with Mnson’s treads. The lift<wells will le
enclosed in concrete with fire-resisting doors,  Tho
floors will be designed to carry a lond of 2 ewt. to the
square foot. That will be the same as in the adjacent
building, the General Post Office, and will be sufficient
to carry any machinery that may be installed for postal
purposes.  The roof will be: finished in reinforced con-
crote, and 3-ply malthoid waterproof covering. The
lavatory and sanitary accommodation will be in
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accordanes with the local health regulations. Although
tho proposal at presont under consideration covors a
frontnge to Spencor-strect of only 53 feot, the ultimate
building will astend 1o Little Bourke-sireot, a total
distance of 151 feat. The new structure will conform
to the design and construction of the existing building,
exeept that, for the time being, the flar roof will be
omitted. That may 'be added lutor, if required, for
dining-room, Tavatories, or any other pnrpose. The
plan before the Committee provides for only one goods
nnd passenger lift at the vear of the building; hut
since it was drawn, we havedecided to justal two lifts,
About 300 workmen will be employed in the building,
and it is desived that they should have access from
Spencer-street, as well as from the right-of-way at
. the rear. It is proposed, therefore, to make an
entrance lobby through the old building adjoining, and
to instal a passenger lift for the workmen. ‘The stair-
case will be at the rear of the building, as originally
planned.  Communication between the existing and
new buildings will be provided by menns of gangways
conneeting at the third and fourth floors, This will
enable the employees in the workshops to utilize the
existing dining accommodation on the flat roof, and
will also permit of the direct access of the engineering
staff from the General Post Office to the workshops for
purposes of supervision. The floor levels of the two
buildings will eoincide, and eneh floor can be joined by
means of a gangway whenever it is desired to bring
the buildings intoe morve intimate relationship, For
firo escape purposes the ono stajvesse at the vear, in
addition to two lifts, will be sufficient.  In addition,
there will be on the third floor an emergency fire-proof
sliding door giving access to the fourth floor of the
existing etmsess building, and similar means of eseape
will be provided from the: first and third floors to the
General Post Office building, Of course, when the
building is extended in the future, additional stairwnys
and 1ifts will bo provided. It is assumed that when
the setivities of the General Post Office extend 4o the
new building the workshops. will be pushed back to the
Little DBourke-street frontage. The building is
designed 1o be utilized ultimately for postal and tele-
graph purposes. In the meantime, it will accommodate
the worksliops, and thercfore the internal walls will
not ‘o plastered. In every other respect the design ig
identical with that of the existing building. I think
that gangways at the third and fourth floors will be
sufficient while the new building continttes to be ntilized
as & workshop, T produce a plan showing the existing
buildings on the site. At the corner of Spencer and
Little Bourke streets is an old wool and skin store now
ocoupied by the carpenters and telephone employees,
N It has a superficial area of 11,984 square feet. Adjacent
to it is a. property known as Corden’s that will be dis-
placed. The building is 50 feet wide, and ocenpies 2
superficial area of 6,700 square feet, which is prae-
tically the area that will be covered by the proposed:
new building. Tho land and structures. thoreon were
purchased for £6,750. The wool and skin stores were
purchased some years ago from the Australian Estates
and Mortgage Company for £11,500, so that the cost
of the site woiks out at £126 per running foot to
Spencer-street, with a depth of 134 feet to the present
postal stores. The arca of the telephone workshops in
the old’ General Post, Office is 5,280 square fest, and of

the workshops near the new General Post QOffice 4468w 2((,9—0’0

square feet, making a total of 20,280 square feet at .

present oecupied by the Postal Department for the
punposes for which the new building will be utilized,
W‘ Cl—“lxxnea%ob area owned and occupied by the Postal
Department in that vieinity wil be 62,800 square feet,
comprising —General Post Office, 31,500 square feoi;
stores,. 10,366 square feet; Berry’s, 2,250 square feet;
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wool and skin stores, 11,984 square feet; and Cordon’s,
6,700 square feet. The frontage to Bourke-street is
200 feet; to Spencer-street, 314 1t. 44 in,; and to Little
Bourke-street, 200 feot. There is at present o vight-of-
way from Little Bourkestreet, adjucen to the existing
stores building, Ultimately, that will be built over,
Jeaviug a cartway under the first fleor only. For the
ime being, the existing right-of-way will suffice,

coss between the existing stores builling and the new
workshops will be provided on the ground floor only,
beeuuse the levels of the other floors do not coiueide.
Moreover, the workshops’ oflicers. think it is undesirable
to provide too mauy conucxions between the stores and
the workshops; they preier dhat sl materials should
pass from the stores to the workshops, or vice versd,
vi the one door.  Turthor accommodation will be
required for the workmen now employed in the post-
oftice at the corner of Bourke and Elizabeth-street. Tt
is desired to remove tho workshops from that building
in order that offices for the Taxation Department may
be provided, dudus-steps sro-balngtekan-tomthat 1

di tha deeisi

3

LT
Shombut ot bl +

; 1
st
Depriret = The base-
ment will have a depth of 13 f1. § in,, and the sub-base-
ment 10 ft, 6 in. The awalls on the ground and first
floors will be 18 ft. 9 in. high, and an the second and
third floors 13 ft. 3 in., and on the fourth floor 13 ft.
6§ in.  Tho basement will be of value to the workshops
for the storage of material. It is necessary that a cer-
tain quantity of meatrinl should be quickly available

Py for mannfacture,  Bulk supplics, of course, will bo
Th KGpt i thdystore, but it is not desirable that the work-

men should be required to

supplies from day to duy. With reinforced concrete
construction, I do not apprehend any danger from. the
storage of material in the busement. In addition, the
building will bo adjacent to an excellent fire brigade
and adequate street hydrants,  Therefore, I eannot
imagine that a firc can do very much dmmage there.
The basenent will be nsed prineipally for the storage
of manufactured material before it is issued. It is not
really necessary for the workshops, but is provided in
order thut this building may be in harmony with the
existing building, of which it will ultimately beeome
portion. The sub-busement may be required one day
for postal purposes, and not to provide it nt this stage
would be u mistake. [t must be remeribered that the
use of this building for workshops is only temporary.
We are providing aecommodation that will be abserbed
luter by the extension of the General Post Office; but
we think it cconomieal to utilize it for workshops until
it is required for other purposes. The basements of
the: existing and new buildings will be comuceted at a
point about 25 feet in from Spencer-street. The
existing busement is found very useful at Christmus,
and during other rush periods, but the purpose for
which the sub-basement was designed was the con-
veyance of mails from the General Post Office, under
Spencer-street, to the mail vans at the railway plat-
form, or for the conveyance of incoming mails from
the trains to the sorting rooms. The Iifts will. yun
from the bnsement to the top floor. It is proposed that
the goods lift shall be capable of carrying a load of
14 tons at a speed of 150 feet per minute. The cage
will be 8 feet by 6 feet. Walls 18 feet in height may
seem excessive for workshops, but they are designed in
order to keop this building in econformity with the
existing one.  Walls 13 to 14 feet high would be ade-
quate for workshops and overhead shafting and pulleys.
‘Lhe columns supporting the floors will be of steel, the
beams of steel cncased in concrete, and the floors of
reinforced conerete. The columns will be earried down
and their bases spread so that the load on the strata

?‘«o

'flu\.u{h’
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docs mot exceod @ tons to the square foot. The fonn-
dations at this spot ave rathor wet, and for that renson
a henvier load on the cohunns is not desirable. 'The
shafting and pulloys for the planer and buzzer on tha
fiest floor will bo in the sub-busement, but elsowhere
the shufting will be carried on the cciling. The

ulldys and ibelts. will interfere very Tittle with tho sub-
asement. It is preferable that the drives for that
class of machinery should bo kept below the floor level,
1f the machinery were on the gronnd floor of an ordi-
nary workshop, I would pluce lﬁa drives iu channels lot
into the ground. 1 shall let the Committee have su
estimate of quantities in vespest of the reinforced eon-
erete for the walls and floots, and the cost per cubie
yard in eompurison with he cost of brickwork. Cement
dehivered in Melbourne in largo quantities costs 18s.
por cask. When the existing General Post Office was
oreoted the cost was 11s. A cask contains 33 cubic
foot, of cenient, and six easks mensure 1 ton, The cost
of cement in Sydney is about the same as in Mclbourne.
There would be no advantnge ih using imported
cement, Recent inquiries showed that cement could be
put on the stearer in Englnad for about 10s, per cusk;
freight would cost 4s,, and duty 3s. 6d. Insnrance and
other small charges would bring the cost to about 18s.
or 18s, 6d., ex ship’s slings, duty paid. Prior to the
war, Ameriean cement was quoted at one dollar per
cask at the works. The Australian cemeni works are
manufacturing 4o u Gorernment standard, nnd their
product is quite as good s the impoyted. When the
present. General Post Oftice was built the bricks cost
31s. per 1000, and the present price is about 60s. per
thousand at the kilns, ~We estimate that the proposed
bildings will be ready for occupation two years from
the date of approval of the project, It is proposed
to hent the: building by hot water radiation, employing
the ordinary wall radiastors and' forced cirenlation.
The boileps that provide hot water for the General
Tost Oftice and' stores will: also serve the now building.
The ouly cost of the heating system in the new build-
ing will Do in respert of installation of pipes and
vadiators, which is cstimated to cost £2,750, If men
who nsing lathes nud other stationary tools are to
do cfticient work in cold weather the heatg of the
workshops is necessary. ‘There will bo no artifieldl
ventilation, except that the bufling and planing
machines will be equipped with exhaust funs and pipes
to draw the dust oul of the building, in accordance
with Factory Aet requirements, Wired rolled plate
gluss will be used in some of the windows., When the
cvisting building was being constructed, Mr. Lee, the
superintendent of the Melbourne Mive Brigades, was
consnlted, and he reconsmended the use of thut gluss as
mueh as possible. 1 am certain that he will require
it to be on all the side windows, and on some of the
windows fronting Spencer-street; but for the remainder
of the Spencer-street frontage he will be satisfied with
crdinary glass, Wired rolled gluss is nol very expen-
sive, and it tends to keep down the bill for repars.
Tt is not proposed to instul hydrauts, hoses, or
sprinklers,  The Fire Brigade is handy; there are
plenty of water mnins iu the street, and with the wsunl
fire alarms and' the watelman's clock the building will
be amply safegnarded.  These plans have  been
designed after consultation with the postal authorities,
and meet with their approval.  The poliey of the
Department is to carry out this work by contract. It
is estimated that, five yenrs after this building is rendy
for ocenpation, it will' be required to meet the expan-
sion of the General ost Office. There is ample means
of escape in the event of fire,

2. To Mr. Mathews~I do mot thivk that any
cconomy would be effected by substituting brick for
concrete in the walls. Brick walls would require to be
thicker than conerote, and would therefore oceupy more
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space. In regard to tho dining accommodation, it is
rackoned that of the 300 employees, 100" will go to the
dining-room in the General Post Offico for o sit-down
meal, and the other 200 will bring thoir own luihes,
and will equire sonting neccommiodntion. The staff lift
in the existing building is heavily loaded botween noon
and 1 pan, #ind it is not desired that tho employees:
from the workshops should' go out iuto Speneer-stroet,
and then into the General Post Office in order to utilize
tha already overloaded clevator. Tt is therefore pro-
posd to give dircet access to the dining-room by menns
of a gangway at the fourth floor,

3. To Mr. Blakeley—I do not think that if the
whole of the available arca fromting Spencor and
Little Bourke-strcet were built upon immediately in

cord with tho ulti design suffich aceomr

modation would be provided to house the various Coms
monweslth Departmonts that are now oeupying rented.
offices. Adready o large portion of that area is oceu-
pied, and the remaining aren has a frontage of only
about 100 feet by n dopth of 130 fret. I will supply
the Committee with further information upon that.
point. T do not thing that the temporary omission of
the flat roof will muke the new building unsightly in
comparison with the existing structure. To make the
two harmonize in that particular would involve a fir-
ther expenditure of somo thousands of pounds. I will
supply a considered catimnate of the cost of that addi-
tion.

4, To Senalor Lynch.—So far as I am aware, no
Jefeets in dosiin or internal arrangements havo been
discovered in. the Genoral Post Office. I have heard
general satisfaction cxpressod by the officers occupying
the building. We have not cxperienced any trouble
from electrolysis. A defect has been discovered in con-
nexion with one small water service, but we ave not suro
that it is due to- electrolysis. T do not think that the
Morwell scheme will alter the eleetrical conditions near
these buildings. The high tension mains will be miles
away. They will supply in Lulk to certain stations,
and the current will be transformed 40 a much lower
voltage bofore being' brought to- the eity, We need not
{ear that the stability of these huildings will bo effected.
In comparison with the exisling werkshops accommeda-
tion the plant will be belter spaced in the new build-
ing, tho material will be handled more convenicntly,

. and the men will work hetter, and I estimate that the

output will be inercased by fully 20 per cent. T
»transfer of the Seat of Government to Canberra will

not affect the requiremients of the General Post Oftice

in. Melbourne. The centrall administrative staff will
accompany the Parliament te Canberra, but the other
staffs in the State eapitals will probably continue as
they are. I think we may fairly estimate that the
expansion of the General Post Office in Melbourne will
render these new buildings weeessary for postal pur-

0505

5. To Mr. Mackay~Very little of the material 1
the old buildings that nre to be dismantled will be
utilized in the new building. The most that we could
do with the old material would be to-break up some of
the stono for use in tho concrete. The practice of the
Department is to get a site eloared by ealling for offers
for the purchase and dismantling of the old buildings.
Dealers can dispose of old material much better than
ean the Department, and that system of dismantling
is quite an cconomical proposition from our point of
view. We got u good roturn from the old material.

6. To Senalor Reid—The depth of the basement
below the street lovel will vary from 11 feet to 13 fr,
3 in.  The basement in the existing building has a
maximum depth of 17 feet. Artificial lighting will
be used, The prosent sub-basement is utilized at
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Christinas timo: for tho accommodaiion of extra staff,

and at one time paper way stored there for the Govern-
ment Printor. Jt was not the original intention thas .
the. sub-basement should' bo used for the accommoda-
tion of the stafl, It was, as. T lave alrendy explained,
provided as a means of underground comnnunication
‘between Spencer-street railwny station and the General
Post Office. In extonding the basement, I think it w
wise te make the-levels conform to those of the existing
structure, although: thnt' class of accommodation -nay

not be particularly suited to workshops. The founda-
tion at that place consists of decomposed basalt' and
wet clay. e coluinus. of the existing building are
down 24 feet. That wus. done in order to euable *he
bott t0-be arlnyed fficiently to give the nceessary
bearing strengtli. Water will not prove: an. insuper-
able difficulty-there, and we shall assure the dryness of

the basement by putting in an asphaltum dump. course..
High walls are advisable in & building, of this class.

A ‘good height is. always required in'a workshop in
ordor to provide spaco overhend for the shafting and  °
pulleys. I do not think that a height of 18 feet is .
excessive for o mail room, but in any case it will be
better to maintain unifornuity with the floors f the
existing buildings rather than reduce the height'
between: floors,

1. To the Chairman.—A wooden floor on top of the
concrete will be quite strong enough, and will give more:
comfort to the workmen than would plain concrete,
Agents are constantly bringiug under our attention
different compositions for laymg over concrete, but
none of them have given satisfactory results.
wooden floor seems the best for the purpose. I shall
let the Commitice have a idered’ opinien ding
the practienbility of substituting three floors 12 ft.

6 in, in height for the two proposed floors, ench 18 ft.
9 in. in height, I understand that the postal authori-
ties intend to wutilize the top floor for luncheon and
recreation rooms, loekers, and some office: accommoda-
tion, That floor will have an avea of 6,260 square feet.
The net area of the corresponding floor in the General
Post. Office, including all' pnssnges, is. nbout 26,000
square feet, tho whole of which is utilized for retiring
rooms, dining dation, and: the instituter and
library.  The staff in tho existing building is amply,
but not. excessively, provided for in respect of dining
and retiring rooms. Tlectrical power will be used in >
the workshops, an extension of the st Trom the exist- ez
ing building being nll that- will be required. The
lighting will be of a simple character.
The witness retired, L. *

&

The Commitiee adjonrned,
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(Taken at Melbourne.)
THURSDAY, 19t JULY, 1923.

Present:

Mr. Grecony, Chairmon;
Senator Lynch, Mr. Jackson,
Scnator Reid, Mr. Mackay,
Mr. Blakeley, Mr, Mathows.
Mr. Cook,

Edgar

Becher, Supervising Engincer, Postmaster-

T General’s Department, sworn and examined.
. To. the Chairman.~The workshops 1 Melbourne
mmntrol‘ of the Chief Electrical Engineer,
whom I advise on matlers concerning the tolophone and:
telegraph sections. The State Lngineer of the Vie-
torian Department, Mr. Lawson, is primarily respon-
sible for the eentrol of tho whole of the workshops. The
present workshops are divided. The telephone and the
cleciric lighting and power sections, and the carpen-
ters, painters, and polishers are in an old building
adjoining the General Post Ofice, Spencer-street, The
. tolegraph section is in buildings in Littlo Bourke-street,
ab the rear of the Elizal_mth—‘sltrecb Il’o‘st Office. ’{‘lwse

i itubl ho { W 5]

are P }

which was originally u hide and skin slore, was first
occupied about November, 1915, and then only as a
temporary measure. They are too small, and most
uncemfortable, while in the carpenlers’ section there
is quite & lob of spaco that cannob bo utilized because
it is too dark. The quariers of the clectvic light and
power section are eramped and most uusuitable, I
cannob say why the telegraph workshop was installed
in Little Bourke-street; it was there before 1 came to
Melbourne. It is convenient, but not essential, that
these workshops should adjoin the central telegraph

office.

The slores are nol near these premises. Up to

within the last three or four years the Department
kept the telephons and telegraph shops separate, but
it was realized that cconomy could bo effected by com-
bining them, and hence the present proposal, If the
new shops are provided they will bo under the control
of one workshop manager. T am absolutely satisfied
that there is meed for the orection .of workshops, 1
. cannot say what number of men were employed in
the shops five years ago, bub I can obiain the infor-

mation.

I have brought with me slatistics showing the

ineredso in the number of telephove lines and instru-
ments in Victoria for ten years, Wilh the increased
demand for telephono communication there is greater
need for repairing work. At the end of 1913 there
wers 30,640 lines and 38,737 instruments. Certam
subscribers have extensions connected, and that is why
thero aro more instruments than exchange lines. AL
ctho end of 1922 there were 58,380 exchange lines and
81,179 instruments, an increase of ncarly 100 per
cent. in ten years. At the present time the number of
men employed in the telephone shop is 154, dnd Lhe
floor space iy approximately 10,000 square fecet. In
ihe proposed new building we asked for, approximately
12,520 square feob. We ought to have twenty or
twenty-five more men in the telephone shops to cope
with the work, bub for lack of space we cannot accom-

nodute

them. 1t is difficult to forceast with

any degrec of accurney the number of yems
that will bo scrved by tho proposed extension,,
but I estimats that the accommodation asked for
will sorve for at loast five to seven years for
the telephone workshops. In the proparation
of the plans, however, we saw thab if we were over-
crowded we could take the fifth floor, which has been
allocated to the clerical force, and place the clerks else-

where.

This would' eswbwsmdy provide for ancther five

y years grawl In tho telegraph workshop there are
actually 74 men engaged, and the preseut useful floor

arca is approximately 3,600 squarc fect, On account

of the reconstruction of the. Elizaboth-strect Post Offico

it haa been necessary' to (emporan!y) Temovefmen from
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the telegraph workshops to tho Repatrintion Building
in Joliment, whero there is approximately 6,000 square
feet of floor space. available. ~Tho stafi” is under two
roofs abt Jolimont, and tho building is Ly no means
suitable, but wo had to go somewhere. Thu curpenters
havo at present floor spuce of 6,260 equare fect, much
of which is not useful, because of the absenco of natural’
lighting. There are 36 men- engaged in tho carpentors’
shops at present,  Theso men are nob included in the
munber of telephone men (hdt I gave. The iclephone
men are telephone mechanics, and the carpenters are
ne' classed as such. There are 21 painters and
polishars, and 22 mechanies in. the electric light and
power section. The 10,000 square fect of spuce in the
{elephehe workstop is for tho telephono men only. The
paintcrs and polishers have 2,200 square feet, and
the electric light and power scetion 2,000 square feet.
‘The space in the telephono workshop is to meet the
requirements for five years ahead ; but, as I said before,
if tha expansion is greater than anticipated, we propose
to remove the clerical branch and lunch-room from the
fifth floor and use that for telephone workshops. The

roof of the building is to be so constructed that it can
G utilized forlwnehing and other purposes. For the
Lnpchars telegraph workshop we sre usking for 6,745 square
fect, The expansion in this workshop is by no means
so great as in Lho telephone scction, and that space
will suffice for ten or fiftcon years. For the telephone *
workshop wo ask for 12,520 square fect, which will pro-
vide for five years ahead, and the same for the painters
and polishers’ shop. The mechanics engaged on the
stubseribers’ installation staff call ab the workshop morn-
ing and afterncon for instructions, and to pick up, the
waterial required: for their work. They are nob engaged
in the workshop during the whole day, and' we, there-
fore, propose to house them in tho basement. Should
it ba necessary for them to wait half-an-hour or un
heur for instructions, they will be given work to keep
them occupied;-but we do not anticipate that that .
will ocour, There are voughly about 20 men engaged

on that workG—IA the worksho) Fho material is pra-

pared for the installation stafifand s Gopt du wl
2 called the bin tore Lin such Srder that the mechamics @
e e can readily get it for use on the premises of subscribers.

There must be some place to store this material. We
i3 also vequire some storage for the timber nsed by the
carpenters. day by day, and that will be found in the
basement. Some 23 feet square will be required for
this purpose, and the remainder of the space will be
oceupied’ with bulk supplies. and di led teleph
= material for the Comptroller of Stores. Not any of ihe
buildings will be used immediately for postal purposes,
but merely as workshops, It is very desirable to have
the workshops alongside the Stores Braich of the Postal
Department in ordor to save: transport; thers is direct
communication with the stores on the ground floor.
The bulk material will be stored there us a matter of
convenience, but not under our control. 1 know noth-
ing of the ‘“sub-basement ” referred to by Mr. Hil!
in his evidence yesferday. I would not like to ask
nmes Lo work in the basemint from 8 in the morning
until & ab night, becausoe the best cannot be got from
them under such circumstances, The plan shows that
tue basement is well lighted and ventilated, but 1 have
never yet known a basement fo bo as comfortable 1@
& warkshiop. They ial Arbitrator passed sev
strictures on the Department for having men in a base-
ment at Brisbane, and lheoy had=tehefTemoved. We
made the place as comfortable as possible, but could
not render it wholly suitable,
9. To Mr. Mathews.—Thero must always bo artificial
light in some portion of a basement. :
To the Chairman~With the eutaway of ground
shown on. the plan, there will probably be no sub-base-
atent, the idea of which i news to me. What is actu-
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ally 2. sub-busement at the Bourke-street end will be
ground floor at the other, In the busement shown on
the plan the only natural lighting will bo from the foor-
path; indeed, I do not think that natural light can be
theré. All the scetions to which I have re-
ferred are ontirely distinet.  Thoro
between them; the work and supervision are separate in
the Jower runks, though all col

provided

giucer, te whom there is 2

is co-operation

uuder the State En-
7
total area of Lhe building is 44,785 squaxe feet, and of

that we ask for approximately 33,000 square fect for

the workshops.

The: accommodation for the clerical

staff is not included in that spaee.  Oun the top floor we

require

approximately, 1,400 square

.feet for tho-

mauager und clerical stuff, the remaining 4,856 square
feet lLeing assigned to luncheon and other nccommodn-
tion, for the staff. I cannot suy whether there is now,
or likely to be in the near future, any unoceupied space
in the Flizabeth-strect premises where any of our seer
tions could be housed ; I have not had an opportunity to:

sco the plans of reconstinetion. T should

say, however,

that there is no such spage, because I have been in closs

contnet with the officers of

the Works and Railways

Department. during the preparation of the plans, and
T think they would have advised me in the matter.
should not like to see the workshops divided by making
the top floor of the Elizabeth-strect extension into work-
shops for the telephone men, beeause, froni an adminis
trative point of view it is_essential to bring all the
works under one control. It is almost impossible to
estimate the economy that will resnlt from unified super-
I have no idea in what way it is. proposed to
utilize the spaee nt Elizabeth-street now occupied by
the telegraph operators. I anssume that there will be
an increase in efficiency when the staff is all placed in *
ouc building, and that increase will easily mean 10 to

vision.

15 per cent.

‘We manufacture anything that cannot

be obtained cconomically outside, or anything that
cunmot be seeured in sufficient time te cope with the
service. We are not manufacturing telephones, and
L no thought of doing so,_We assemble

1eTe

staull switehbonrds; that is, we:

ie cabinet work,

y
purchase supplies for switchboards, and assemble thes
L have no advice that wenre going to estend our present
manufacturing project on any scale. As a matter of
fuet, I am now considering whethor it will not pay wy
better to purchase these switchboards outright, rather
smmriactvee-and assemble them, If it should prove
to be cheaper to go outside for supplies, I should have
no hesitation in recommending that course. I should
have to go info the cconomics of the question whether,
if wo did start to:manufacture our own goods, it would
not be advisable to remove into more distant and cheaper
‘The: Department owns the Jand on which 1t
is proposed that theso workshops. shall be crected, and
if" we desire to purchase a site in one of the suburbs
and ercet cheapers buildings, it might mean that the
site:in Melbourne might be lying idle. Then we should
lave to add to the annual charges the cost of supervision:
and of transport from the stores to the workshops, The
height of the walls on two-of the floors of the proposed
building is 18 feet 9 inches, whereas 14 feet or 15 feet
would be sufficient for workshops, but the design of the

g St R

than

premises,

}\

¥ posed

extension has to be in conformity with the existing strue-
— e ; indeed, the)Postal Department agreed to the pro-
3 4 ,.
5

\

faumity

on the
Tl Y

! d_to the Jutorpal

that the-aea-

As. the postal business expands theso floors may be re-
quired, and. must be on the sume level in order to run
‘T'here is one floor 13 feet 3 inches in
height, and that is sufficiently high for workshops. I
think it would be safe in a fire-proof building of this

it cconomieally.

sort to put timber in the basement. I do not see any
possibility of danger. I can give no iden of the quantity
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of timbor thatmight bo stored” As a precaution I think
there onght to be sufficientRhydrants to mect any small
outbreak. Of course, if a fire of any size broke out we
should have to call the fire brigade, but that is o, mater
on which I would bo guided by expert adviee. I am
satisfied that the means of ingress and egress aro satis-
factory., We require: pussenger connexion between the
wnain building and the proposed workshops, and we wang

it on the equivalent of the existing third floor, so that
the engincer uay be able to got around for the purpose
of supervision, The workshops manager will be in cons

stant jc o with the engi in charge, and
thi communicationgis essentinl.  On the next floor
comimunication 18 required, beeause some of the men are
in the linbit of liaving a hot meal in the middle of the
day; others make a practico of bringing their lunches
with them, and having them in the geeol dation pro-

vided. It will be scen that AkeQnust/be, nwcs&@
in the proposed building to the luncheon-room on the
top floor. Our staff is permitted to use the Postal De-

partment’s dining-room.

11, 1o Senator Lynch.~—1I have never been outside the
Commonwealth, and I know nothing of the working
of post-offices in other parts of the world. TIn
Sydney the tclephone workshop is just across the road
from the Stores Branch, and is in a rented building.
In Adelaide new workshops have been erected close to
the stores, on departmental land, but at somte dis-
tange from the General Post-office. At Perth and Bris-
baue the workshops are in temporary buildings. In
the enge of Brisbune &pro})osn Cl T betore—tie

: to briug the workshops aud the stores under =
one roof. I think that necessary machinery mb
placed in the workshops without disturbance to the por- (Sdrz
tion devoted to postal business.

12, T'o Mr, Mackay.—L think there will be some room
for growth in ench workshop section. The ntilization
of the additional space on the roof would carry us on
for a further four or five years; but in the event of the
expansion of the Postal Department rendering it neces-
sary, we shall have to find other accommodation, I
would not ndvise providing a larger building now, seoing
that we have ample time to consider the matter.  There
is no fear of our having to shift every two or three
years. The plans passed through the hands of the Chief
Inspector for postal purposes, who definitely agreed to
* Hditg— This would indicate thut
there is room for us at the present time,

18, To My, Cook—In the present building, apurt
from the basement, there is not sufficient room for the
mechanics, and I have already said that.on that zceount
we aro working' with twenty to twenty-five men short
of the requisite number, Four or five years ago, I sug-
gested that nnother story should be placed on the build-

g, but was advised that the foundations were noi
suflicient to permit this. It was that fact that lead to
the proposal now before the Committce. The only
saving that could be effected in the height of the rooms
wolld be on the first two floors, where the walls are:
18 feet,

14. T'o Senator Reid—We propose in the new work:
shops to keep all the scctions separate, aud we-shall re-
quire all the spaee we ask for.

15, T'o A hews=—T addressed a letter to the

osed niew worl ly adjacent
to the existing post-offico building, ideration should'
be given to the possibility of the utilization of the de-
partmental lunclicon-rooms by the workshops staff. The”
reply that I received was to the effect that the avernge
number of men who, for want of secommodation, had
luncheon at their beuches, was approximately 142,-and
that gbout one-third of that number could be accommo-
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dated at the luncheon room on the fifth floor of the
Genernl. Post-office. That is to say, only about forty
odd men could be so accommodated, but the Depury
Postmaster-General added that, in order to provide for
this, it would be necessary to provide another lift in the
main building, us the existing lift accommodation was
insufficient to cope with the. present traffic to the fifth
ftoor between 12 noon and'1 pm. Wo could, of course,
havo our own lift with a bridge across, but, all the same,
only about forty men could boe accommodated. I could
not say whether any of the men use the: dining-room at
presont, but they use the Institute, While we do not
Yequire the whole)floor; we have to take it in order o
ettt The ) was directed
to the desiralility of, if possible, saving, one floor.

wo require more space we shall have to put; a strueture
overhead.

16. T'o Mr. Cooki—~L would not favour spending
peuny more on the building than is proposed at the
present time.

17. T'o Mr. Malhews—We do not require 4,000 fect
for a luncheon-room, but we cannot' provide oue else-
where, so that we have to take the wholo floor and divide
it between the Iuncheon-room and the clerieal section,
I do not think that wo requirs a luncheon-room as well
as a dining-room, betause men who wish: to buy their
meals could probably be accommodated. in the postal
dining-room. We could provide hot water and sl facili-
ties for the men who bring their own luncheons. If all
the space is required by the expansion of the telephone
seetion, the elerieal branch aud the lunehcou-room will
have to be removed to the roof. I can quite understand
thie attitude of the postal authorities in their desire to
preserve: the uniformity of the building, and if wumi-
formity be preserved: it will not inconvenience our work-
shops or make them: less productive.

18. 7’0 Mr. Jackson.—It is only the dial of the auto-
matic telophone that requires special attention, as com-
pared with the ordinary telephone. We shall require
lurger staff for repairs as the automatic system extends,
and that is one of the reasons that prompted the pro-
posal for new workshops. As I said before, I am at
present. considering the question of whether it will pay *
us to continue manufueturing parts, and possible diffi-
culties in obtainiug supplies from abroad, und all other
factors, will be weighed before I make auy recommenda-

ion,

. 10, Po the Chairman~—In somo cases there we
openings in the floor for the running of belts and 3o
forth, connected with the machinery. The floors, how-
cver, arve conercte, and the holes would only requirc
filling up should we move clsewhere. As the building
proceeds we shall endeavour to have these holes made
in their proper places. There is no serions objection to:
the proposed building being placed at the extreme end
of Little Bourke-street, instead of adjoining the present
premises, but we should have to find accommodation for
the telephone workshops and the earpenters. On the
question_whether it wounld be wise to build the work-
skops at Little Bourke-strcot and ho permanently locnted
there, I should like to confer with the postal authorities.
I would not like to say off-hand that no inconveniencs
would result to the Department. I do not know that
that phase has been considered.  When the proposal to
estublish workshops eame up, we conferred with the
Works and Railways offieers, and the Secretary of that
Department, on the 13th April, 1922, wrote a memoran-
dum to us stating that they had plans for building on
{lie whole of the block. AN my concern is to get work-
shops; T do not worry ubout the arehitcetural features,
I do not kuow that I particulurly suggested that there
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should be hot water radi hroughout the building
but I should bo glad to see soro system of Leating.
In these workshops the men do .not ligve to. move: about:
and, handle' henvy material; they sit at benclies and
work, much in the same way. as watchmakers do, If

they ure not-comfortablo the est results ara not obtained

from. thom. I should not imaging that tlie earpenters,
for instance, would require. radiators. Qur request. is
that the lavatory modation shall be in. di
with the regulations of tho:local henlth authorities.

20, T'o Senator Lynch—If the clorks’ section.and the
luncheon-room woere removed, T should say that addi-
tional nccommodation would be provided to meet ro-
quirements for a further five years; this moans: that it
the workshops iere ready for us in Lwo-years. time, we
should. have sufficient nccommeodation: for twelve years
from the present date. If the working, of -our machinery
cnused any disturbance’ or inconvenience to those en-
guged in the postal work, then we might be removed
towards Little Bourke-strect, or to.somé. other site- alto-
gether; but our plant is-comparatively small.

The witness withdrew.
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TUESDAY, 24t JULY, 1023,

DPresent :
Mr, Greaory, Chairman;
Senator Lynch Mr. Jackson
Senator Reid . Mr. Mackay
Mr. Cook Mr. Mathews.

Robert Lawson, State Engineer, Postmaster-General's
Department, Victoris, sworn and’ examined.

21, 7’0 the Chairman~I am in churge of the tele-
graph and telephone engineering works in Vietoria, and
I am satisfied that the necessity has arisen to accommo-
date the postal workshops in n new building such as it
iy proposed to ereet. It will be conducive to satisfne-
tory control to have the telegraph und telephone work-
shops housed in onebuilding, and it is csseitial that they
be located close to the stores branch. The saving in
time effected by having the shops near the stores will
rvesult in higher efficiency, Whether the stores braneh
should be located where it now is is another matter;
but, the stores being established where they are, it is.
desirable and’ necessary that the workshops should he
near them, T think that the stores are Tairly favorably
situated at present; they are, and should be, elose o
the railway. It is not within my kuowledge that a
suggestion was made that' the stores branch should have
been established close to hoth the water front and the
railway, A large propoction of our slores comes by
water.  The Department does work for Tasmania,
South Australin, and Western Australia; but the velume
of stores sont by water is relatively small, water hand-
ling being practically confined to the south-west: coust
of Victorin. Most of the materinl for the workshops
comes fYom oversens. If we were starting de nove it
would b desiruble to have Loth store and workshop
accommodation conveniehit fo the water-front and the
rvailway yards, but the available sites adjncent to the
railway are very few. Wo have beon in correspondence
with the Railway Depurtment for over twelve months,
cndeavouring to obtain n pole yard close to the rail-
way. Wehave asked tle Department to suggest & space
where we could have our own sidings, but it has been
ungble to allocate n couvenient site.  Although enrtage
from the water-front is an item to be considered, it is
hardly possible to sccure a site so close to the water
that no cartage is involved.

22. T'o Mr. Mathews—Onee goods have to be pleeed
on a vehicle it does not matter very much whether they
Linve to e carted a fow yards or half a mile,

23. T'o theCharrman.—The moslvaluable stores being
received by the Department consist of eable, which is
bulky, heavy and valuable. The drums weigh up
to 34 teus cach, and I suppose that this year we
have had up to 60 or 70 drums of cable in a. single
consignment, A total of, say, 210 tons on one ship is
a large consignment for one purchaser. Arrangements
have been made for the entrance of goods from_the
stores to the workshops at more than one floor, I do
not think that there is any danger of goods filtering
throughout without being registered, beeause on eacit
floor different classes. of materinl will be requived. It
is almost essential, for instance, that the telephone
switchboard' manufacture and repair shop should be on
the same floor as where that equipment is handled, and
there would be no danger of that muterial interforing
with the work of the carpenters and joiners. The stores
handled' by the Comptroller of Stores must be kept to
account, and I cannot imagine any leakage ocourring
between the stores and our shops. The height of 18
feet 9 inches between floor and ceiling, on the first and
sccond floors, is not necessary for tho purposes of work-
shops; it was fixed to preserve the gencral architectural
appenrance of the whole of the postal block fronting
Spencer-street.  The original height of the third and



TELPHONE WORKSHOPS, MELB. 14

fourth floors was 11 feet, but 1t was pointed out
that n height. of at lenst 13 feot was. neeessary to nllow
suflicient hend room for shulting. 'The 13 feet 3 inclies
now provided for gives us the right height. It is pro-
posed to. operato the plant in the carpenter’s shop hy
having it connected by belt with machinery in tha boge-
ment, becnusefDOlNE T THG Gatpenter's shop would he
inconvenient.” There_is no doubt that the cost of the
building is -high, sceing that 5 per cent, interest and
1 per cenb. .depreciation. on the estimated cost of
£06,000 represents about £4,900 per awnum,  For
workshop purposes a building with the claborate
frontage to be erected in this instance is not uneeessary,
rnd no doubt that interest charge will affect our work-
rhop prices. We did not consider-the idea of the build-
.g facing Liltle Bourke-strcet, because our works
Department is anxious to have faeilities for the expan-
sion of the mail branch, In considering the require-
ments of the workshops there is no special advantage
to be gained by adopting the present site, but [ take it
that for general administrative puvposes, and from an
architcetural point of view, it is preferable.  In dealing
with the position et the Elizaboth-street premises in
conjunction. with the preseut propesed extension, it 1s
necessary to know preeisely what is intended at Eliza-
beth-street. I waderstand that the Elizabeth-strect
building is to be simply a telegraph office, and it is nof
coutemplated. to shilt the General Post Oftice activities
from: Spencer-strect,  If the present mail roems at
Spencer-street are of the correct dimensions, and if ex-
tension will be necessary a few years ahead, I assume
that theve is justification for retaining the height of
18 ft. 8 in, in the new building adjoining the present
post-office in Spencer-street. If the proposed new build-
ing were erected at the Little Bourke-street end of the
block, the present workshops would be completely dis-
ized, The dation propozed to be aflorded
is not more than adequate. I some vespects the: spnee
allowed is possibly less. than sufficient. The incrensed
accommodation 1o be provided in some .of the shops is
not very great in: actual measurement; but there are
great advantages in having rooms of good height and
with good natural lighting.  The improved accessibility
will add to the value of the accommodation. The space
afferded by the five storys and basement is what is con-
sidered desirable and necessnry for present requirements,
Tt is intended to acconimodate in the basement the tele-
phono mechanies. engaged on installation work in the
city and suburbs. There are 32 or 83 of these men. at
present eraployed, and their tools will be kept iw the
building, Most of their time, however, will. be spent
. ontside. The besement could also be utilized for stoves
of timber and dismantled telephone switehboards ready
to' he sent to the repair shop.

24. To Mr. Mathews.— The number of telephone
mechanies on. this particalar floor will not e approci-
ably inereased as # vesult of the extension of the nuto-
matie telephone system, but there will be au inerease in
the total number of mechanics engaged in the metro-
polilan nren. At one timo all this work was done ot
head-guarters. Now, however, we have fitters engaged
ut & uumber of suburban centres. L do not upprehend:
wny special danger of fire on account of the storage of
timbor, but, personully, I should say that there should:
be a hydrant and hose on every floor, The precautions
aguinst fire should be similar, 1 take it,.to those obaerved
in the present building. L do not cluim to: have sy
expert knowledge of this subjeet, aiwd before expressing
n dofinite opinion I should prefer to cousult the Fire
Brigade people. On the gronud floor of the uew buiki-
ing there will be room for the carpenters for the nest
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* ten years. If it should be decided to manufacture our
own telephones—although I have very great doubt os
to the wisdom of adopting that course—it would be ad-
visable to do the work in a scparate workshop. On the
sacond floor wa shall have the painters and polishers, as
well as the electric light and power seetion.  The in-
ereased space allowed for the puinters ia not very great,
but much better lighting is given and a larger number
of mon may be conveniently nccommodated. The car-
penters, par and polisl are dep to some
extent, en tho policy adepted with regard Lo manufac-
ture; and, if the Department does not manufacture ex-
tensively, there will be sufficient space on the secomd
floor for ten or fifteen. years. The third floor is to be
used as the telepl worksl The dific between.

the telegraph and tel

e ph workshops: is that at the
former a higher grade of manufacturing, such as lathe
work, is done; wherens in tho telephone shop assembling
and wiring are carried out.  This floor will be fully
occupied, and it should give sufficient space for about
six or seven yenrs. The work done here is not particu-
larly dependent on policy. It is proposed to remove the
zine manufucturing; plant from its present situation in
Flizabeth-street fo Power-street.  On the next floor, we
-have the tolephone repair shop, whicli will expand at
about the snme rate as telephone dovelopment through-
out the country increnses; that is, probably, at the rate
of between 6 und 10 per cent. per annum. Iere we
liave nliowed the greatest room for development,. and it
is exy I'that the dation will be sufti for
about ten years, This shop will haudle all telephones
returned from the premises of subscribers, whether the
instruments arc in need of repair or not. Automatic
telephones will be ineluded. All the space allocated will
be required for tho repnir of telephones and' switch-
boards. In the case of small country repairs, such 28
broken covds, the instruments are attended to on the
spot; but otherwise the telephones from the country
will ‘be dealt with in this branch. As n rule, a tele
phong needing repairs has. to be dismantled and disin-
feeted, and eertain parts may require to. be re-nickelled
or re-enamelled, The cost-of transmission by rail from
the country to the city is not great. There may come
w time when it will be found desirable to establish
country repair shops; but at present it is more economi-
cal to.have all overhauling done at head-quarters. About
70 per cent. of the telephones in Victoria are in the
wmetropolitan districts, so that the number of country
instrumeuts requiring repair is relatively small, Then,
again, the telephones in the metropolitan area are sub-
jected to more use than those in the ecountry. On the
next floor switchboard manufucture and assembling will
be conducted. The floor space has been inereased {from
6,200 square feet to only 6,500 square feet, beeause it is
doubtful whether the manufacture of switchboards in
Australin will be extended.  We still must make our
own switchboards for specinl requirements, beeause it is
impossible to specify those requirements nutil a con-
erete case ariscs.

25. T'o Senator Reid.~—It is not casy to make com-
parisons_between the cost of the imported as against
the loeally manufactured avticle. The last time we
purchased parts we were probably buying o a higher
murket than when we lust purchnsed switehboards; but,
with parts at the last prices quoted, it would not pay us
to make the switchboards hiere.  On. the other hand, the
article made in Australin is o superior one. Some of
the imported material has been of decidedly poor
quality. Personally, though not officially, I am satis-
fied that the Department should not make the ordinary
line of switchboards,
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26. To Mr. Mathews—The question of whethor the
Department should manufacture them or not is under
official consideration, and I do not wish to express an
opinion which might be at variance with the official
view.

21. T'o Senutor Reid.— The operating convenicnces
and facilities for extension iu connoxion with tha switch-
boards made in Australia are greater than in the: case
of the imported boards,

28. To the Chairman. —If necessary, consideration
could be given to the matter of altering the distribution
of the staffs between the different floors. The fifth floor
will accommodate the mechanician and_the clerks en-
guged in taking out the costs of the work. Tt will alse
coutain the locker and luncheon rooms.  Most of the
men bring their own meals, and it is expected that the
accommodation will be fully utilized at midday. The
costing staff has been allocated 945 square feet. If
the room on this. floor were required for other purposes,
it wounld probably be quite practicable to provide
Tuncheon accommeodation on the roof of the building;
Dbut it is desirable to have the luncheon and locker rooms
in the same building. In addition. to the goods lift,
there should be a passenger lift giving access to all
floors. One of the objections to the existing workshops
is that the premises are cold' in winter and hot in
summer. The best work cannot bo given by men who
are cold, and it is therefore important to provide means
of warming the building. I have not specially studied
the ventilation of large structures of this nature. I
have no recollection of the men complaining of a lack
of proper ventilation. If menus were provided for the
cireulation of air at the right temperature, it would
dispense with the need for hot-water radintors. Pure
air properly warmed is preferable to steam heating; but
the question largely turns on the relative cost of the
two systems. So far as my experience goes, if the air
i heated by radiators in winter, and the premises are
kept from being too hot in summer, the men work at

normal rate. The present workhshop has a low'Foof «

E s. ¢ Little fresh air 18 obtainable, and
the conditions in simmer are - I_should
prefer an air-conditioning plant to r:
of the installation. were Tensonabls
should not be more than with the radiator system, The
expensive fenture of an air-conditioning plant is the
cost of the eleetrieal energy with which to work it. It
is. not proposed to have a new boiler room. The hot
water will not have to be pumped; it will cireulate on
the thermo-syphon system.

20. To Ar. Mackay—It was not considered desirable
to erect the: workshops facing Little Bourke-street, be-
cause the lighting would not have been satisfactory, and
I take it that the present. arrangement will lead to the
more advantageous utilization of the available land.
Otherwise, the workshops would have been as convenient
in one place as the other. If the proposed building, is
eventnally required for other Post Office purposes, it
will be necessary for the workshops to be accommodated
clsewhere, and, whatever is done, temporary accommo-
dation will be needed before the: construction of the
northern wing is undertaken. If the workshops have
to he temporarily accommodated somewhere, we may s
well be housed in the proposed building,

30. To Mr. Cook.—1f I were spending my own
money, I think T should erect the building on the pro-
posed site, mainly because of its proximity to the stores.
The Post Office has occupied the present.site at Spencer-
street for seven or cight years, and it has been only
slightly extended during that time, The Mail Braueh
is the only one that oceupies much space aud is likely
to greatly increase, Taking the building as a whole,
the general espansion should not exceed from 2 to 3

/‘;ff:;v Joot Ly
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per cent. per aunum,  The present luncheon room is
practically full at 12 and 1 o’clock, While I do not
coutend that there would not be roon for a few more
people, accommodation could not be found for the 300
snen {rom the workshops. The intention of the Rail-
way Department with regard to handling goods traffic
generally would be 2 big fnetor to consider in. conjune-
tion with any proposal for an underground passage
connceting the Post Office with the Speucer-street
atation,

81, T'¢ Senator Reid.— The wamber of inside men
employed at the workshops has risen in the lnst four
years from 200 to 330, and we could do with even more
men at present if they could he accommodated, 'There
will Le room in the proposed new building for from five
to soven years! dc\'c‘opmunl, and it wonld be unwise to
eramp_the varions shops, because when extension takes
place it should not be nceessary io remove appliances.
The men engaged on one chass of work should be kept
together as much as possible. Lvery chance & workman
Thas of leaving his own floor presents an opportunity for
wasting time, The telephoue repair shop is the only
oue whera a very great merease in accommodation has
been provided, and that inerease represents 75 per cent.
The space for the earpepters’ shop has been inereased
from 6,350 to 6,900 square feet; the painters’ shop frony

3 the telephonDPRE) from 4,000 to 6,500
square feet; and the switchboard oy m 0,200
6,500 square fect. 1 hope that tho old kshop:
be pulled down; but if it should be decided to w
those premises as a luncheon room, the only por
suitable for that purpose would be the north-west corner
of the ground floor. The upper floor would be too hot
ju summer.  Some employees. have the strongest ob-
jeetion_to windows: being opened, but meehanics, as 2
rule, do not show as much disinclination. to have
windows opened 2s elerieal employees do. Tt would'
probably be importmw 1o pay special atiention to the
ventilation problem, if the building were regarded us
oue to be oceupied principally by a clerieal staff.  Onv
stores ave faivly Tull, beenuse at present we have a good
deal of materin} helonging to the Government Printer;
but even so, we are short of much materinl that ought
to be in hand,  For some years we have been under-
storked, and that is one of (he veasous, probably, why
we have been able to store paper for the Government
Printer. 1 doubt whether the Post. Office requirements
will grow to such «n extent that the whole of the
Spencer-street block will be required in a short space of
time for mail purposes.

88, To Mr. Jackson~Telephione mechanics are now
operating from suburbun centres at Windsor, Huw-
thorn, and, Brighton,

33. T'o Mr, Mathews~T was State Engineer in the
South Australinn Postal Department for tu !
years, and previous to that I was in thefE J:
neer’s Office. in Vietoria. The official: is, ns far
a8 pessible, Lo use goods of Australian manufacture, 3
margin of 15 per cont. is allowed in favour of the
oeally-manufaciured article,  In the case of switch-
bourds, sfter allowing for the duty on the imported
goods and an additional 15 per eent. in favour of the
Australian article, the local price is just about the
aame. The Australian-made article is better, beeanse of
the inerensed fueilities. it gives, and these are due to
desigw rather than to workmanship. T have difficulty
at present in reeruiting suflicient expert mechanies to
do necessary work upurt from the conmeeting of switch-
Doards. 1 manufacture in Australin is contemplated,
it will b impossible to consider the making of parts.
We can only thivk of competing in- the assembling of
purts. If'the pressure-under which tio Departiment isnow
working relaxes about two years hience, we may be able
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to' determine whether it will be ecconomieanl to manufue-
ture switchboards in Australia. I should say that owr
manufacturing costs would bo at least IH per «ent.
higher than. the case of the imported goods.

34, To Mr. Mathews—If the official policy was w0
allow n margin of 25 per cent. in' favour of goods of
Australinn manufacture, loeal manufacture wounld, from
the official standpoint, be warranted. T do not imagiue
that in tho next three ov four yeurs we can contemplate
wiy inereased netivity in this divection, and therefore
we have usked for practically no increase in space on
that account. It is [requently contended that Govern-
ments service is ineflicient,  If private manufacture
under efficient conditions is more satisfuctory, the
manufacture of telephone appliances could be earried
out quite well by Australinns in private employment
and the Department’s vequirements met at o price
within reasonable competitive range of tho cost of the
imported article. If, s in the case of copper Wire,
private enterprise fuils to deliver the material at a price
within 33 per cont, of the cost of the British produet,
where are we? The institute connceted with the Post
Offtice hasnot been in operation for a great many yeurs,
bat the junior artisuns and mechanics, including v
penters, are required to attend during their period of
training. I do not think that many of our telephone
mechanies have been trained at the institute, because
attendance there ling not been compulsory for meore
than a year.

35. T'o Senalor Lynch.—The worksliops are to be
given a central position, maiuly beenuse it is desirable
that they should bo situated close to the stores; other-
wise, it would not matter much where the mechanieal
branch was.-housed. Acconnnodation which might have
been ample lwenty years ago has become hopelessly in-

(1500 D

adequate with the rapid ion of telephone services.
1t wlill cost the Depnlr)lmeuh £ {‘ﬁ;’l}ﬁvo the work-
shops from their present sit to the new building, and'
if we were obliged to move out in seven or cight years
there would be a repetition of the cost of dismantling
plant and machinery and installing it in a fresh posi-
tion. By estimate of expenditure for 1923-24 is about
£1,000,000, and of that sum the amount chargeable to
telegraph work—not including country lines—wonld
not be in excess of £30,000, showing that the bulk of
the activities of the worksliops relato to telephones. The
subject of wircless telephony has been considered by the
Department ; but there is no possibility of the installu-
tion of wircless telephones in place of the esisting faeili-
ties. That system may possibly be adopted. for the pro-
‘vision of services yot at present available.  Wireless
tolephouy las distinet possibilitics in regard to over-
seng serviee, but it cannot be economically substituted
for the present system, The United States of Ameri
is employing wireless for ifs over-water communication.
The best known instance is that of the serviee to Santa
Catalina, where it would be exccedingly expensive to
lay a cable. This service is directly: connceted with the
Bell trunking system. Tt 1fay be found desirable to
give T 1 ication with the mainland by
meuns of a wireless system.

The witness withdrew,

The Committee adjourncd.
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Senator Lynch . Mr. Jackson
Senator Reid Mr, Mackay
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Mr., Cook

Morgan Bruce Ilarry, Inspector, Ceniral Staff,
Pogtmaster-General's  Dopartment, sworn  and
oxamined,

36, To the Chairman,—At present I am cmrym]g ouy
portion of the duties: of Ma—WWouduovegWhilo
absent from the city. 1 have worked at.tho Geumal
Post Offico, Spencer-street, and havé’a personal know-
ledgo of the of the P -General’s
Department. It would be possible to obtain. particulars
of the increased business of that Department during
the past eight or tml years, bub the figures would be
for purposes on
account of tho effect of the war and the consequent
depression in trade. I have a stalement showing the
increased business over ono year. I have seen the plun
of the proposed addition lo the General Iost Office
building in Spencer-strect. It is the desire of Lhe
Postmaster-General’s Depurtment that the levels of the
floors of' the new structure should, conform with those

of the existing building, so that the ultinato extension 2K Aw utslomr

from the present building will be accomplished at the
least inconvenience. Owing to the developmenh of the
N Push Offi lce L Wb iod the
Aol | (6 E6 56 transicrred o oL
/""MW' It is &mmatgd that approximately 16,250
square feet of additional space will be required in five
years' time. Within ten years we shall have to find a
considerable amount. of additional accommodation for
the sorting of ordinary mails, Tho 16,550 square feet
previously mentioned” includes 8,050 for the parcel
sorting seetion. 1 have not heard of any suggestion to
remove tho. Speseenmivest Genoral Post Office to the
sile in Elizabeth-street. Evon if that wore done, it
would be a long time befors the mail working section
would be removed from Spencer-street, because of ils
present convenient proximity to the railway station,
and the difficulty tlnt would be experionced in provid-
ing suitable jon at Elizabeth-street. T do
not think it possible that reasonable accommedation
could be provided for the General Post Office at the
Elizabeth-street site, unloss the existing building were
domolished and replaced by a more practical structure.
Even then I doubt whcl.her,()TJ'ﬂ e
imaste S proxide a large open space(for UG Thail working stetion.
I am conversant. with “the work carried on in the

Elizabeth-street building, but I do not know lh%m

ditions of the telegraphists, I understand that the
Governmont propose lo utilize the property on Little
Bourke-streot, near Elizabeth-street, for the Taxation
and other Depnrtmenls I have  not seen the plans of
the proposed building. I understand that the Postal

Department intend teo mal.c_pa.wmaulgo &t site for
3M/ Ihe “Telegraph, Repastaent, but not for any other

anch. The presenl intention is to develop. the
Spencer-street site. T have not heard of any suggestion
to remove the clerical staff to Elizabeth-street. The
hoight of 18 ft. 9 in. of the first and second floors of
the new structure. would be quito suitable for mail
purposes, but 1 would not say that such provision was
P atlcaes _‘nTc‘”ess?r'ﬂ If portion of the mail working
ed to the new ! gz, it would bo
Lartr— aesxraﬁle o maintain the same floor level. An exten-
sion on the present ground level would be wnewitable
for mail working' purposes owing to the existence of o
rlghb-of-ws.y between the two buxldmgs There is
allery, h ‘over-
looking the present m.nl»xoom, and this is considered
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by the Department a. very necessary adjunct. Any
extension Lo the new building of the mail working
ection should be on the same floor level, The detective

a s
t/..,‘iw allery from: the. ceiling to the bottom of it is about
g

4 G_ft. clearance, at least, would be necessary.
The Jncrease in the number of postal articles which
were posted at the Genera]l Post Office, and. at the
Postal Hall in Blizaheth-street, and cleared hy the
General Post Office staffl from streeb receivers, city and
suburbs, for the year '1921-22, over 1920-21 was 12}
pes cent.; the increaso in the number of articles
received' for delivery from the Genoeral Post Office was
184 por cent. ; and’ the increase in Lhe number of parcels
posted was 303 per cent.  The increase for ordinary
. postal articles would be slightly more than normal. I
do not anticipate, in the future, a similar inerease for
ordinary posial articles, but the increase for parcels
seems likely to be maiutained' for some iderabl
timo,

37. To Mr, Cook,—1 do. not know whether the high.
railway freights would. account for the increase, but
thero is no doubt that the Post Office is much availed
of for the conveyauce of parcels,

88. To the Chairmun—For the handling of parcels.
for the. nexl five years our present_quarters would be
suitable, and then we will requirefg; additional Teel
of space. We might, with difliculty, be ablo to carry
"off for)five years in the present building, providing that
the best use was made of the availablo space and the
work, to a certain' extent, cramped. It wonld, no

Y ot cost]s 4 s {o install in the
proposed building, the engi ' workshops. The whole
of the space in the now structure would not be required
by the Postal De{mrtmsnb. On account of the heavy
weight of the mails. it would be most inconveniont for
mail working if the workers were situated in two
buildings on different lovols, The ground floor of the
new building would comprise: 6,260 f1. .

39, To Mr. Mathews~The level of the ground floor
of the proposed building would correspond with that of
the basement of the existing building. The
floor of the new building would correspond with the
evel of  iho)fiest floor which we ave now occupying,
The buildings would be divided by a right-of-way, 1f
conuected by an. overhead bridge, the first floor of the
new building, corresponding with our ground floor!
would be suitable for our purposes,

40. To the Chairman.—The estimate of 8,000 ft. of
additional space required within the next five years was
made by the Superintendent of NMails,

4L, To Ar. Mathews—Thero is  space of 16 or 17
ft. betweon the two huildings, which would allow of
plenty of room for,an overhead bridge. I beliove the
plan “shows a bridge of 25 fl. in width from one
building to the other. A wider bridge would interfere
with the light area. This situation would' be fairly
convenient for the mail working section, providing that
“the floor lovels were: the same,

42, To the Chairman,—The ground' floor of the new
building would comcide withthe bascment of the
present building, bul, owing (o the right-of-way, that
situation would not be nearly so couvenient as would
the floor above. .

43. o Mr. Mathews—Tho ground floor of the
present building aud the firsl licor of the proposed
building would bo: at the sume level, and wonld vot be
interfered with by the traffic in the subway.

44, To the Chairman.—Provided there were no inter-
ference with the muail work, there would mnot be very
much objection Lo the engincering staff in the proy
building working above and below the mail. working:
seetion. I take it thal we would have the whole of the
floor for our purposes, and, providing there were means
of communication to the mail room in the other build-
ing on the same floor level, it would be guiee vatis-

atrat

Tactory. Aboutr 2,200 feeh of space on the second floor .

of the present building, exclusive of corridors, wetdd-be

w
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allocated to the clorical slaff of the Stores Branch.
The space for the Accounts Branch, and the two smaller
Brxmchee‘!, viz., the Telephone Ctzutrmcts and the
Met; ftan T ion, is +
, I have never heard of any

complaint of insufficient ventilation, If there wero an;
complainta they would be dealt: with by the Doput;
and 1 probably would not hear of them. T regard the
proposed building in the light of an extension of the
present buildings, and it would thercfore need to
preserve, ateanyeoesb, the architectural features of the
main structure. I admib that it is a.matter of appear-
anco. I could not say in what portion of the new
building it is intended to permanently locate the
Engineering Branch. I have considered this question
from the aspect of ultimately utilizing the now building
for the mail working section, and' other branches of the
General Post Office.

45, To My, Malliews— 1 am not aware whether the

P T )

Department has considered: the allocation to the various
Branches of space in tlmﬂ?ﬁm‘e‘d‘h\ﬂldingsv* .=

46."To the (hairman.~=The Chief Inspector, who will
bo returning to Melbourne probably at the end of this
week, may be able to supply information on the pre-

2ot . The third floor

bla, bt of Fo 2

of the present building has a total space of 19,200 ft.,
including corrid I obtained this figure from the
o Works and Railvays Department. The engineers
—'—ocm‘thu third _floor, Fhobulki—ofthre f5pace 15
occupied by the Telephone Contracls scction, the
Metropolitan Inspection section, and the drafting room.
The second floor is cceupied by the FPostal Iustitute,
the Comptroller of Stores Offico, and. the Departmental
Inquiry Office. The office space of the Stores Branch
is 2,200 . The Inquiry Office, joh~i
Roliee, absorbs aboul 4,20 fi., and the balauce of the
space is taken up by the Postal Institute. By scaling
the plan 1 have worked out the actual floor arca of the
Postal Institute at 11,856 it. On certain nights thore
is sonte di by in finding el dation in
that Institule. The Institute admits to membership offi-
cers of the Postal Dopartment and other Departments,
but T do not know whether the Jatter have the right to
atlend the classes, I know that there are associate
members, The outside public are not allowed to attond
the classes. I believe that any momber of the Common-
wealth Public Servico cau become a member of the
Institute, but T am. not sure on that point. I am nob
quite certain whether associate mombers may attend the
clesses. The Inistitute is not wholly used for the
purpose of instruction on matters appertaining to
departmental work, but, generally speaking, is for the
benefit. of the officers of the Department. The social
gatherings at the Institute are held for tho pleasure of
the officers. A gy ium is provided, and all physical
culture classes are held therein, I could not say
whother any rental is charged againsl the Institute for
tho use -of the rooms. The LTt o

At s for the purpose of enabling the postal officers in the

Canmnd 1

0, Lo reach the same standard
of officiency as can bo attained by the officers in Mel-
bourne. The library was instituted for a similar
purpose, and country officers have-the use of the books.
I could not say whether the purchase of novels is
defrayed: departmentally or from Institute funds.
There is a special correspondence class.

47. To Mr. Couk.—I could not say whether rent is
paid for the use of rooms. I have not had a great deal
to do with the Institute, being on the Central Staff and
not: the Genoral Post Office Stafl. In comsidering
whethér the proposed building should be coustructed
on a site next to tho General Post. Offico or clsowhere,
one must fake into account the fact that full use is not
being made of that site, The best use could be made
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arrangement for the Accounts Branch would be for it
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1

of it by the erection of a new building to bo ocoupied
by the workshops, aud: ultimately used as un extousion
of the General Post Office, [ could not say whether
any othtr site would be us convenient. If attother site
were chosen, tho one next to the Geuersl Post Office
would be lying idle. In addition, there weuld be the
i 4 oot ot 2

sying the material from the stores
to the wogkshops, and then ying the i d
articlo to the distributing centro. fn five yoary' time
additionul dation wi ‘equired for-th il

won, but that does net, in m\-‘y wiy, mean the

absorption of the whole of the space in the mew
building.

48, Tu Mr. Jackson,—X could nob say to what extent
any reduction in the postage rateswould affect the
business. oftho.Jetbergeobion, but I supposoe there would
be & certain increase, .

49. To Senator lLyuck.~Tho space occupied by the
avcountancy stafl is. ab presont congested. The best re-

I p and
Records section, At

o]

clamwhare on tho same foor. There is’apﬁr’gnroqupnu\

ot the fourth floor. The Correspondetice aud Records
section could be confined in & smaller area so as to
wmake additions! space available. That would allow an

jon of the A ts Branch, Additional accom-
modation might also be found on the first and third
floors. The first floor is devoted “exclusively to mail
busincss, but the racks could be placed closer together,
and thus make more room i certain portions of the
building. The first floor is devoted to oversea and Inter-
State wmails, the postmen’s section, the Dead Letter
scction, and the Registration soction. The parcel
business is the most buoyaut of all, as it has increased
very rapidly during the last few years. I is practically

impossible Lo ascertain whether that section is paying
or not, because, for the conveyance of mails, we pay
in butk. No, scparate payment is made for parcels.
The dovelopment of the parcel section is due to the
increased il orders despatched by business houses.
The despatching of parcels by post is becoming very
popular. 1 am not aware thal there is any suggestion
to increase the charges. on parcels. I am in favour
of utilizing the site next to the Goneral Post Office for
the erection. of the proposed building so as to accom-
modate the workshops and ultimately to be used as an
extension of the Goneral Post Office. 1t is a costly
site, and tho lest use should be made of it. It was a

wise netion to placo the storereomfin 1E5 Pregent position

on nzcount of its proximity to the railway station, thus
3-Yitad)conveyance of material.

50, To Mr. Mathews—Tho rooms in the Postal
Institute are pub to considerable use, and on cerlain
nights of the week there is difficulty in obtaiuing suit-
ablo classroom accommodation. On occasions the roomn
set aside of the ladiey’ lounge is usedfor a classroom.
The classes ate becoming very popular. The member-
ship of the Institute on the 3lst May was 2,344, which
meant that 312 new members were onrolled during the
May quarter. The total enrolinent of studeuts at the
end of May was 1,057. Thero were 86 uew students
enrolled in May. The average atlendance at the classes
wag 21, the percentage attendance being 84 per cent.
I could mnob say what proportion eomprises femnale
students.

*§1. To Senater Lyach.—T could obtain figures us to
the number of female studenis learning ecoldng (AN
dressmaking. The attendanco st the. classes has not
diminished. Speaking from memory, the mumber .of
members at 8lst May was considerably greater than it
,was at the same period last year, The membership
! has iucreased from year to year. Buwinp—thet—period
! I do not know, Chot-theve—)
I deczease—in the number of postal cmployees, can

4\ sfely say that the Postal Institute iy very well
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compulsory attendance at Institute classes. T
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potronized under voluntary conditions, The member-

ship revenu; ga paid into ]bha Institute nm;;:’b to meet

cxpenses, 'The Iustitute has a governing y, and a ’7""‘”("“"“//
n-l:l subsidy is obtained from gthe G "I'Er'd‘

advantage of the Institute is that it improves tho .
qualifications of the postal employees. The classes have

hed a very beneficial effect on the men employed by the e
Departniont. At present there are{I;000 studeuts, and ™ "9t Anears
their atudies must tend to make them better officers,

and so enable them to return full value to the

Department. The direct benefit to the Department is

very material. The erection of the proposed building

and the: consequent increase in the number of officers

would have no effect on the Institute, because the

employees in the new building would already be

included in the membership. I would not favour

ation of new._officerq_in t
1dnrob-afecb—th beralinofthe—Luski o

any-degros. At one time I was a postal inspector, bu

now I am an inspector on the Central Staff. I have

had experience in Victoria, South Australia, and New

South Wales. The Senior Inspector is sitnated on the

faurth floor of the present General Post Office building, ¢
and the Metropolitan Inspectorsis(@n the third floor.”
The building has revealed to me no defects; in fact, I

regard it in every respect as a fine building. It is a

suitable building for postal werking.

52. To Mr. Muckay.—I could not say whether the
Clerical Branch of the workshops, or any section of the
workshop stafl, is situated in the General Post Office
building.  Additional accommodation will later be
required for the Parcels. Branch. The maximum weight
for a parcel is 11 lbs. I have not henrd that the
commercial houses despatch numerous small parcels
through the post so as to take advantage of the low
rvato for o single parcel. Tho rate for postage is so
much per.pound, so ne advautage would be ‘gained in
that way, cxcept that quicker despatch would be
obtained by post as against rail. The Post Office.affords
a safe method of transmission of goods, and practically
insures delivery, There is very little risk of pillage. _ ., . 2L
On long distances it might(Be cheaper to send small
parcels by post instead of by rail. From Melbourne
to Mildura a parcel by post would be considerably
cheaper than a parcel by rail; for shortes distances it
would be cheaper by rail. I cannot say whether the
Parcels section is a paying proposition, as the accounts
are not kept scparate, We pay for mails in bulk, and
they contain letiers, newspapers, and parcels. It would
noed a separte system of payment for parcel mail to.
ascertain the cost of conveyance, I know the sitnation
of the dining-room and the space sllotted to it. I have
taken meals there on occasion. The lunch hours are
arranged to prevent overcrowding. One batch will
lunch between, say,12 and 12.30, another between 12.30
and 1, and so on. The employces of the workshops do
not. have their Junch in the dining-room, Oue hundred.
and forty men from the workshops have their lunch in
a room provided. at the workshops, or at their benches.

When the new building is constructed, the present
dining and refreshment room would not accommodate
the whole of the employees. Additional ) dati
would need to be provided.

53. To Secnator Ieid —During the luncheon hour I
have visited tho dining-room, and on those occasions it
has been fully occupied. At that time, T took my
luncheon hour at a quarter to one. It is some two or
three years since I made use of the dining-room, so I
am not conversaub with present conditions. The lift
accommodation is now fully taxed, and if the dining-
room were to be used by the staff of the proposed new
building,, the lift could not possibly accommodate them
all. The difficulty is that the present refreshment room
would not ;wcommodatoLW additional employecs, and

A‘V\—u_\1
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W__/ /Mv'evyws' ime it will be necossary to take up some
,,.4\/" M yort floor zpaco in the new building, but not a great deal.
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prevision would have to. be !

thewm. If 4 diningroom were provided on the roof of

the old' building, thers would be ne necessity to make:
similar provision in the new building, and thus. extra
space w:vould 120 given. Wbm o present dining:

To0IN,
R ¢

O-opaa

This would apply more ‘particularly to tEn Parcel 2,
sottion, Tn KOS oR s ST GraTey Al We have oY
glﬂicitlant accommbdation for the g;:lct tenhyea.rs. The

arcel soction is at present situated in the basoment, . .,.,#s:
but. T doubt whether it can be continued there Soms " :
other arrangement will have to-be made o as to have
the Parcel section on the same- floor level. Connexion Sefisces e Lo Cuclitiing,
could be made by an overhead bridge. In order to
accomplish this' it might boe récessary to remove the
Parcel section from the basemont to-another portion of
tho building. On the floor above the basement is the
ordinary mail-sorting section, and over that are the
Inter-State and oversen mails, the: Dead. Lettor Office,
the Registration section, sud the Postmen. It might
be adviseble to remove them to.the basement so as to:
place the Parcels scction on the next floor..

64. To Mr, Mathews,—1If the proposed building is
erected, the Postal section abt some future date will
require. the- basement, the ground floor, and the first
floor. In five years’ time one floor will be required,
either. the ground or the first floor.

B5. To Nenator Reid.—The first floor in the new
structure would coincide with the ground floor in the
present building, and the connexion would be made by
an overhead bridge. This would prevent any inter-
ference by tho right-of-way. There would not be the
same difficulty in separating the Parcels section as there
would: be in separating the ordinary mail work,

§6. To Mr. Maihews.—The. first floor of the new
building and the ground floor of the existing structure
would be suitable for the Parcels section, The dining-

—-rm,\mm by & committee of officers, who see:

that it is successfully conducted. No trouble ocours,
and thie benefit d is widely appreciated. The
present use of the dining-room and the Institute has
been of very materisl benefit, both to the- employees
and to the-Department.

The witness withdrew,
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(Taken at Melbourne.)
THURSDAY, 26mn JULY, 1923.

Present;

Mr. Grreory; Chairman;

Benator Lynch, My, Jackson,

Senator Reid, Mr. Mackay,

Mr. Blakeley, " Mr. Mathews,
Mr. Cook, !

James Mason, Acting Depuly Postinasler-General,
Victoria, sworn and cxamined,

57. To the Chairman—L am familiar with the
geheme to orect ph workshops on the § 3
streel frontage, alongside the cxisting General Post
Office building, to increasc tho accommodation. The
whole of the activities in connexion with the Pgstal
Depattment are se oxpanding that 1 cstimate that in
five years' time there will he ceugestion in the parcel
post, and inland mail room, as wcll as in the Accounts
Branch and in the Engineering Section, I am advised
that within the time mentioned the Engineering and
Accounts Branches will require additional space to the
extent of 1,600 square feet; that the Superintendent
of Mails will nced an increase of 50 per cent. on the
space at present available, and that even at the present
time the clerical staff of the Telephone Branch is .
crowded,  The Deptity Postinaster-General  (Mr.
Bright) had under consideration, when illness overtook
him' recently, & rcquest from the Telephone Branch
for additicns! sccommodation, and he was dealing with
it. Additional space is urgently needed for records.
To illustrate (hc expansion in parcel post mail work,
1 wmay state that in 19810-11, we-handled 3,000,000
parcels, and in 1921-22 no less 8,400,000 -
parcels. There was a substantial increase all through
the war yeavs; but since the war there has by
remarkable increase. For instance, in
4,000,000 parcels, and in 1918 nearly 5,000,000 parccls,
but since then the rate of incresse has been very rapid
indeed, due, in my opinion, to husiness people utilizing,
the serviee to insurc tho rapid transportation of parcels
up te 13 los, in weight. Much of the inerease in the
inward parcel post mail from other countries may be
due to the fact thal business houses overseas recognise
that while therc may be some difficulty in gefting
reasonable freights on vessels, they are certain that the
goods will bo delivered through the Aot We
veielve an enormous number of parcels from overseas
for scme Melbourne firms. The business in Sydney is
very much heavicr than in Melbourne, and I under-
stand’ the aczoinmodation there is far from satisfactory.
Iu Sydney the parcel poab work is dealt with on ons
flcor of the General Pest Office, as well as in premises
at the Railway Station. There, also the Postal Depart-
ment makes special arrangements with eertain firn
that do heavy business in parcel post matters. ¥They
seud officials down to the firms' business place to sec
that the parcels are put up in separate crates or boxes,
and thus obviate handling them a second time, at the
General Post Office. The accommodation at ihe Mel-
bourne General Post Office for parcel pest work is satis-*
factory, but it would be better if the transportation por-
tion of it: wero so arranged as {o allow waggons to:back
up-to the platforms and reccive the pareels direct, in-
stead of being handled a setond time. The loading and
unloading invelves a tremendous amount of handling:
Much of "this.could be dispensed with, I think, if an
arrangement such as I suggest were made. I am satis-
fied that in the course of a few years we shalll need
accominodation in the proposed new building, not only
for our mail work but for our acccunts and engineering
stalls. Our postal work has increased. enormously in
rezent years, and we must have substantial store room
as wo have to keep records for a certain time. Weo
should not be able te utilize the accommodation now
cccupied by the Acacuntasbs Stores Branchcif "foom
were found elsewhere for them, because. theil existing
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accemmodation is on the Institute foor, and it iz
wanted fer Institute work, I am a firm believer in the
training of all poatal officials in their special branches.
Verhaps some of the- Instilute classcs are cutside the
sphers of the Institute, and no d.ouht. ﬂgey gould be
climinated. But, in the main, instructicn in Lhege
classes is designed to make the postal officials more efti-
cient in their respective branches, Our me’cc-drivors,
for instance, must puss an cxamination, and so we
have classes for theiv instruction. Some people might
consider that the Institute is on & Iligh Scheol basis,
but, s I havo just said, the object is to encourage the
clicinls, and especially the lads, to become proficient
in all' branches of post-office work. The importance of
thin is 1ecognised throughout the world, If my recom-

. mendations were adopted there would not be nearly

cncugh room on tho [ustitute fleor for sll the classes
that would he formed. I weuld forco every boy in
the employ of the Department to become a member of
the Instituty and educale him along the lines. nccessary
Lo make him thoroughly cflicient. 'The present. propesal
is to utilizo the proposed new building for tele-
phone workshops. I de not think it would he wise,
cven in view of the possibility that at the end of five
years we shall require ceriain of the accommodation
thero for postal work, to.erect a permanent home on
the Little Beurke-street frontage for the workshops now,
because we have too much work in hand to permit of’
any dislozation which the adoption of that suggestion
would involve, The purcel’ post work is done on the
ground floor in the existing building. It s proposed:
to take the fitters and mechanics and put them in the
new building when it is ready. 1 do not think this
would cost very much, because it would not be neces-
vary to shilt a great deal of machinery. I approve of
the proposal'to erect the new building, and if the foors
will bo on the same level as the floors. in the existing
General Post Office, the extra accommodation, when

required, should be readily available. Apart from the
‘Telegraph Branch,~w& Have no ido_workshops., At

the Tclephone Exchange there are: a mmiber

mochanics ongaged in repair work. They must ba
located there, In the motor garage at South Mcl
bourne there are nbout fifty motors and a number of
employees, with a mechanic in charge. The garage
is the property of the Postal Department, and is only
abeut three.quarters of a mile distant from the Generul
Post Office. I would like to-have the garage ncarer,
if a suitable property could be cbtained, besausc that
would obviate the journey to and frem each day, and
result in somo economy iu petrol. There are no motor
mechanies at the Goneral Post Office, but while work
Js in progress the motor staff are in charge of an officer
who is. responsible for the despatch of mails. T
would not to the ion of the I of
the General Post Office iuto a motor garage. The site
is too expensive to bo utilized for such a purpose, and:
our motor service is sure to expand tremendously in
the near future. The workshops ought to be close. to
the stores. The institute is not in its proper place..
T am satisfied that if the sllotment of the accommoda-
tion at the General Post Office was under consideration
again the arrangement. would be on somewhat different
lines. As a certain scction of the employees consisis
of boys, it is natural that they should be up to boys’
tricks.  Therefore, I would' be glad if the Institute
could be accommedated on the top foor. It would be
a better avrangement if the Deputy Postmaster-General
avero moved down one floor and the Institute put up
eua. It would then be in its proper place. It would
net be wise {o house the Institute in a separate build-
ing. because, to be useful and offective, it must be con-
venient to the employees. I am aware thab it has
been suggested that a small portion of the top floor

sclnnes
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in the new building should bo utilized. for the clerical
slafl, and the remainder fur a dining vecm. If ali
the employees at tho General Post Oflice had their
meals al the same time: there would not be nearly suffi-
cieni. accommodation in the present dining room. I
think the existing prejudice in connexion with the
dining roum will eventually disappear. At present
many officers prefer to go clsewhera for their meals,
for the reason that, as they arc working in the post-
office all day long, they want to get away from it ab
meal-times.  If arrangements could bo made to have
tho dining rooms on the reof of the seesent building, - 3vewr—
that would.make available additional accommodation
for pest-office wotlk, but. it- would curtail the open space
available on tep.

58. Tu Scuator Neid —Whon it becomes neccssary
to utilize the additional accommorlation to be provided
by the new building wo ﬂﬂw;g‘l_tm_fﬂﬂl__——rww%
our Customs. work te be done on the ground floor there.

‘This will permit us. to de.olo the whole of the existing

ancommodation to inland parcel business, At present

the Customs work is all dene within a certain enclosure,

in order that the parcels may be under the care of

tho officials until they arc delivered. T think the whole

of the ground fleor fu tha new building will eventually

be required for Customs work. . z
inthatbrinel are yory mych pod~for—room, |
the work could be divided in this way we should have
sufficient. acommedation in the present building for
parcel post work for about fifteen years. I should say
we would wanb oxtra room in aboub five: years. At
cortain tines of the year, and especially in October,
November, and December our parcel post work hecomes
very congested, parcels being stacked right up to the
ceiling day after day. To deal with the accumulation
of - we have to take on about 100 extra men.
There would not he enough room for the Postal Insti-
tute on the top floor of the new building even if wo
coufiued its activities to.strictly utility classes, because,
as T havo suggestod, T am hoping that some day the
Postmastor-Genoral will iusist on all the boys in
the Department bocoming members of the Institute
and engaging in studies to fit them for the work in
their respestivo branches. They are allowed a certain
amount of time off from official dulies to atiend' the
classes.  The lifts in Lho existing building are very
unsatisfactory, There is considerable congestion at the
luncheon hour. I cannet understand why better pro-
vision. was nol made,-bezause in other parts of the world,
and cspecially in Loudon, lifts connecting with the
(ubes take as many as 100 .people at a time without any
difficulty. I think the dining rooms would be patronized'
to a grealer oxtent‘if the lift service were better.
Meals are served from 12 o'clock to 2 o'clock, because
wo have not enough room. to séat all the diners if they
came between 12 and 1 o'clock. Probably we. could
accommodate fifty more diners by a re-arrangement: of,
the tables. I do not know of an inlention to take
the carpenters’ shop out of the existing building' ai
present, but if they were to go into the new building,
the space now occupied by them would boe availabla
for postal purpoeses. If the dining room were: put thero
the people would have to go downstairs instead of
upstairs to meals,

59. To Mr. Mathews.—IL was not consulted in any
way aboub the allotment of space in the existing General
Post Cflice, but any overcrowding would now come
under my notice. Naturally, wo look to the new build-
ing to give us the extra reom when it will be required
The facilities provided at the. General Post Office and
the i d dation have had beneficial ro.
sults, in that there is less sickness among employees,
particularly female employees, than: formerly.” I am
unable, however, to furnish statistics on this point.
I rely upon my own observations. I know that when
I was acountant there was always a fair number of the
the staff off on sick leave. .It would be difficult to obtain
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figures o show definitely to what extent the: situalicn
has improved, but, personally, 1 think the standnrd of
our employees is very much higher than in former years.
Fer instance, we nover have a drunk abcut the place
now, and by giving employess an opportunity to use the
billiard tables, the gymuasium, and the rcs.ing-reoms,
we. are able to keep thom cut of the hetcls. They are
nearly always on the premisia. A officr w charge of
various branches of the Peilal Depsrument since
1894, T am quito surc that the gencral standard of
tho staff has very much improved, because of the facili-
tics provided. Referting sgain to the unsatisfactory
lift servies, 1 may suy we have ulways been under tho
mmpression _that if the Public Works Department weald
keop Lho lifts up to the mark thoy weuld be suflicieot.
Unforlunately, they de ot hold” cuongh people, and
(here is only one Hit at the main entrance. The lifls
in the new Duilding should be closar together, und their
sczemmedation should bu 50 per cenb. giealer than that
of the lifts in the present building.

60. L'v Senntor Lynch—During my visit. lo Bng-
Jand T was on furlough, and, Lhercfore, was not ou
business for the Departmient, bul 1 tuok advantage of
sny opporlunities that prescuted themsclves to inspest
post-offices and become acquainted with postal wethods
in Great Britain. Gonerall speaking, 1 do not think
T saw anything thal wds an impiovemient on our own .
system.  The plans. for the existing Genoral Post Offic: ranil o
were approved by the Doputy Postmaster-General awt
the heady ol Gar W coue

o point of view of postal work, the building has been
wall desigined, and L have no fault to find with #,
except that T think the dining room is in. the wrong
place; but that is a minor matter. The new building,
if built on the same plan, with its floors on the same
level, should be entively satisfuctory for postal work
when we ezeup; I think that in five yenrs' timo
oxtra u.z:commody on will be urgently required for par-
cols post work, There will also be crowding in the
Telephone Branch on the clerical side and on the ac-
counts floor. We are hoping, however, that the extra
aceommcdation will then be availablo for these branches

in the new building, and-to—prevent—furthertronbie—t- —gw e
takoitathat tha . wit—ther—comsider—am
tension of - the | new building up to Litle

Beurke-street, It is almost impossible to estimate the
vato of expansion in our werk., We ure performing
duties that it was never contemplated would be ex-
pected of us a few years ago. Our cash turmover

o Mw&lﬂ\ac&mnmnb was £5,000,000 a fyear. It is
now nearly

frpem—t

£60,000,000, but from the wbrking point
of view very littlo extra stall is required, We are now
handling accounts for the Treasury, and Public Works,
old-age pensions, and maternity bonuses, so it is diffic
cull to cstimate what work we may be called upon
to do in the future. The rate ef incrcuse has been
very marked in recent years, For example, in 1918
we had, al the General Post Office, 1,081 employees,
and to-day wo have 1,261. Puarcel posl. work involves
& lot of handling, but, as I have suggested, some of it
could bo eliminaled if we could devise means by which
our trucks could be on the samo floor level ns the
delivery waggons. The latter could thén be backed
in and be loaded without extra handling of parcels.
Possibly tho existing difficulty could bo met by alter-
ing the level of the rightof-way. Tt was originally
iepapededd .that the. stores. building should be eppesite TusNr
the wharf, 1 wanted il, close to the shipping and close
to the railway. It is not nccessary to have it close
to the central office, but it is essential that the work-
shops should be close to: the-stores. The stores build-
ing was’ erected to insure economy in handling, but
I; in that neighbourhcod has since become very
valuable. The place was built for a store, and could
not: now be very well used for clerical’ work. I will
not advocate ¢ change now,

61, 7o Mr. Mackay—The privileges of the Poslal
Tustitute are uot confined to officials of that Depart.
ment, Commouwealth and State public servants ars
eligible for membership, No rent is paid for the use




N E ¥

TELEPHONE WORKSITOPS, MELB. 29

of the space st aside in the General Post Offico for the
Institute.. The Government also provide a. subsidy.
1 wm fairly well acquainted with its activities, and
I should say that tuition given in the classes is eheaper
than con be obtained elsewhere. Whenever posible,
we render assistauce to firms that require us to handle
a largo quantity of postal matter. In the case of news-
papers, we supply stamped wrappers in advance, and
sorl tho addresses to suit our mail work. It has not
bean necessary, so far, to do this in connexion with
parcel post work, but it is done in Sydney to expedite
the work of the Mail Branch. 1 do 1ot think that
business firms.take advantage of our parcel post system
in the belief that it is cheaper than to send. parcels

: J;
by rail, but no doubt they realize that it is an adyantage £ Moo lrrmne !'\‘Lf“-j"—
to send parcels by mail, as they are delivered/Whereas heracle s con

when sent by rail the addresseo has to call for them,
or pay delivery charges
62."To Mr. (‘ook.—Members of the Institute pay
nothing apart from the subscription fee for the privi-
lege of membership;. but, of course, those who use the
billiard tables must pay for their games, The fees
go towards the payment of instructors. We also have
correspondenco classes for the benefit of employees
throughout the Commonwealth, Some men are edu-
cated by correspondence in Queensland, Western Aus-
tralia, and South Australia. I think we have plenty
of land alongside the General Post Office for building
exiensions to meet our requirements for at least thirty
years, and that it will not be necessary or advisablo
to obtain a site clsewhere to. accommodate our
mechanics, I well remember our difficulties at the old
General Post Office in Elizabeth-streety When it was
built thi 4
got info ib, and is was never used as designed. To
do our mail work we were obliged to occupy space that
had been intended for the general public, and we had
to struggle on there for about thirty-five years, No
good purpose: would: be served by calling for a report
from experts as to the possibility of preventing—een-
dgn at the General Post Office, as the present
arrangenients are satisfactory, only I think a mistake
was nade in placing the AweewnlsBranelron the fourth

e

 aiad

i Ho Kaloyey, ofpenn

It wes too small whon we- = o(‘%’

K..Vb‘CCrf‘—-—‘jj e

o frcennolion

instead of the second ﬂoor/I‘dmms\ . .
flici dation in the ot Tls M/‘"C

for our fleet
of moter cars. I would favour garaging the cars closer
{0 the General Post Office, but I am afraid that would
be too costly an undertaking. It is true that if we
had the cars garaged on the premises there would
probably be closer supervision. That would be a great
advantage,

63. Zo"the (‘hairmun.~The Controller of Steres is
in charge of the motor-drivers, and is responsible for
the proper maintenance of the cars, He could supply
the Committee with information as to the number of
employees at the garage. Apart from the recommen-
dation- of the Economies Commission, I know nothing
of any suggestion that certain of the activities al
Spencer-street. ave likely to be re-transferred to the
Elizabeth-street office. Personally, I would' not. recom-
mend that course, but I know that a large number of
ofticers would disagree with me. My own view is that

the work of the post-office should be developed on the é.
t site. I W 2 A Qene .
present site am .n.\v:re b}mtr! dorat JKJ(: g 5(07,

. being—vbin

postal centres in various parts of the metro-
politan area, This is the policy of the Postal authori-
ties in London, but from what I have been able 1o
learn, it does not make for economy in management.

b e craloloehan & S
Colnllr e "J—-

T would be in favour of the installation of pneumatic .

tubes to insure quick transport of telegrams and mail
matter to the General Post Officc. When tho proposal
to crect the existing General Post Ofiice was being
discussed, the original idea was to utiliza~it-as a mail
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room[ and that there should be connexion with the
Goneral: Post Offico in Elizaboth-street by pneumatic
carriors in 12-in. tubes. I would be-surprised to know
that ono: of the objections to that course was that it
would take: four minutes to deliver a carrier from the
Elizabeth-street office to the General Post Office in
Spencer-street, I did. not think it would take so long
as that. It is very importaut, of course, that therc
should be no delay in the transmission of telegrams
and go, all over the world, telegraph offices are now
edtablished in the Exchanges or Bourses, We havo a
post and telegraph office at the Melbourne Stock Ex-
change. We have not cstablished one at the Wool
Exchangn for the reason, presumably, that the busincss

i ¥ Our revenue from telegrams
sent from the Steck Exch office in’ Melk
amounts to nearly £4,000 a year. Concerning the
vontilation of the existing building and its effects upon:
the health of the employees, T can only say that in
the. summer timé the place gets tremendously hiot, and’
attempts have been made to overcomo the difficulty.
Thero are plenty of openings in the windows for ventila-
tion, but much of the trouble is due to the tempéra-
ment of the officers themselves: Some will want win-
dows' open and some will deifiand. that fhey be kept
closed. There was in my time always a certain amount
of quarrelling in the Accounts Branch over this matter.
Up to the present nobody hes been able to devise a
ventilation system that will suit everybody.

The witness withdrew,
The Committee adjourned.
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resend:
Mr, Gregory, Chairman;

Senator Lynch, Mr. Mackay,

Senator Reid, Mr, Mathews,
Mr. Blakeley, Mr. Jackson.

Mz, Cook,

s
Ernest Pringle Ramsay, Superintondent of Mails,
Goneral Post Office, Melbourne, sworn and examined.
&, To the Chairman—I have been Superintendent of
Mails in Melbourne for eight years, Prior to that I
e i ition in Sydney, and I was also Dis-
trict Postal Inspector in New South Wales for about
seven yeurs prior, to ny, appoiutment ag Superintendent
of Mails, T llﬁﬁ?jﬁﬁ(’l i interrupted experience of
juail work for a number of years. I have nover been
abrond te investigate the methods adopted in handling
mails in other countries. A few days ago, in company
with an officer of the Commonwealth Works Depart-
ment, I inspeeted the plans of the proposed new build-
ing in Speneer-street, but prior to_that I had not been
consulted in any way concerning the new structure, [
understand the present proposal is, that when the work
of our Department becomes congested, o portion of the
propesed new building. is.to be ulilized fora=mail room. Wi .
The Deputy Postmaster-General, our chief officer, was
peasikly consulled in connexion with the plan, but I
was never appronched in connexion with the matter.
The present accommodation we have is satisfactory
and the conditions for handling mail matter are very
good. The number of parcels handled in 1817-18 was
910,030, whilst the number handled in 1922-23 was
9,563,035, showing nu increase of over 180 per eent.
since our removal to the present building in June, 1917,
Thy Customs venue colleeted on dutiable matter in
1817-18 wag £73,437, and in 1922-23, £197,432, 'These
figures give an indication of the constant and rapid
growth of the I:arce‘.sscction«work‘ The Post Office is

regarded gs n earvier withilf the wmenning of, the Cus-
toms Aet, and pareels contaijing dutinble goods eanuot
he delivered until they have, been examined and the
duty assessed, There are eleven Customs officers en-
gaged at the General Post Office. For our present re-
quivements the space in the present building is ade-
quate and the arrangemenis satisfactery, Mail matter is
AN - brought into the building on to = floor level with the
tond. Parcels ave the lieaviest postal articles handlod
aud therefore it is necessary, if they are to be handlad
cconomically, for them to be deposjed -on the ground
floor to obviate the necessity of HEE Xi the pareels
sestion a small ramp is provided which brings the floor
ow to the same level as the hottom of o velucle. It
would be an advantage to have the receiving floor in
he parcols section, say 3 feeb 6. inches akove the Jovel
of the read, but with the use of the ramp, which iy
cart Iiigh, very little difficulty is experienced. Outward
mail matter, however, has to be lifted into & vehicle,
The risk of floods is very small, although four or five
years ago the water euntered the building and covered
the floor to o depth of 6 or 7 inches. That was due to o
defeet in the drain, which has since boen rectified by
the, Works Department, which has also coustructed.
smill flood gates 18 inches or 2 feot Ligh to prevent
the water cntering the building. ‘The risk of damage
otcurring in this way las been largely obviated, and
' there would have to be an exceptional dowupour and
a blockage in the drainage systom hefore the building
wotld become flooded. When the last flood ocenrred
the trouble was soon discovered, and the parcels on the
floor were immediately removed. I do not think there |
were more than two parcels damaged and those that
were affected were only slightly injured. There fs no -
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serious dauger of the building being flooded again as
the earrying away drain hes been onlurged and thy
railway deain, which was largely responsible, as it was
choked, has received attention. Tho floor of the Par-
cels Post' Office is nbout 2 feet lower than the otrect,
Tn considering the requi building I
do not think it necessary to pay too much attention to
the necessity of ng the floor cart higl t
would affect the height of the other floors

At present the Tuward Purcels
slide down the ramp frompthe vehicle without auny
difficulty, Iest Rlonvy going out o be
wheeled36m to s lorry. A mail bag musi not. exceed
80 lbs, in weight, 1f proper precaution is taken to pre-
vent flooding—and the engineers assure me that a
reeurrence of flooding is very unlikely—the proposed
beight of the floor should boe satisfactory. 1 beliove
our present building will meet our requirements for

the next five years. ‘The work of the Parcels. Baaseh Sockion
is likely to develop to a large extent, as this Branch SaclB.

hins beon greatly in demand since the outbreak of war.
I have been informed by importers that they enn obtain
quicker delivery of small consignments through the

arcels post than when despatehed by any other means.
Their packages are also more sccure, beenuse it is only
in excoptional instances that pillaging occurs. I have
prepared the following statement which sets ont my
views on the proposal under diseussion i~

{1) A examination of the plans for the propossd new
Luilding disologes that some medilication is essential to permit
of it being subsequently put to advantageous use for mail

Purpos
2) matter das deen discussed with the Director-
General of Works, Colonel Owen, wlo hars uesured me that
arrangements, a8 indiented by me as necessary for mail pur-
pures, crn he providad
(3) Laking the plu for the comppletion of the huilding ns 1
whote on the 157 foet fiontage to Spencer-strect, it is ohserved
that the main entianee is (o te in the centre of the new
frontage, und the lifts, &e. are practieally in the centre
s buikding. Tho approucles to the stulrcas, uud Lifts
Jight ‘aren at the back practically dividy the whole

(£) The main factor to bhe considered in providing Mail
Branch ‘accommnodation i to obtain the greatest possible
amount of uninterrupted space on the one floor,

(5) The most pronounced expansion in Postal business in
bourte in futire will, v opinion, geenr in the Parcel
fon und_the Inland Scu i which latter plee all
mails for within Vietoria are ntched and mails from all
places are received and deals with,

{6) The Parcel Section at L1asent oc
area of the bascment, the total worki
approximately 16,000° supenficial feet,

recel

pies neurly the whole
space of which is
storage of pareels
from oversens which are feld. for examinution by
Customs oflicers and the detivery of such parcels to the public
is provided for on the ground floor. i

(7) After the available aceommodation of the present build-
ing has been fully absorisd, means for further expansion will
reguire Lo be provided in another building, as. the cart dock
and’ roadway in the present building prevents any further
expansion in a nertherly direction, )

18). Other, nell 5. such as Bulk Postage Section wnd
Transport Section, will alo 1equire additional accommodation
on the busement floor s business inireases, ns these two Jatter
clusses of work must he tetained in their presunt relative
position to tho Inland Section un the Hoor ab .

(W) The work of the Purcel Section s dividel into iwo
main sections—(e) Receipt and Customs examination of par-
cels from overseas and colction of duty and postal charges
thereon,  Printed matter received Dom oversews, which 13
also dutiable, and similar articles contained in registered
mails, are also handled here. (Fhis matter is constantly in-
creasing, us is instanced by the Customs Revenug collected
amounting Lo in 1917-18 to £73,437 and increasing in 1922-28
to £197432). (b) Receipt of parcels within the Comtson-
wealth and their despatoh togotlier with other urticles locally
posted to oflices within und outside: the Commonwealth (P(tr-
cels. handled in this way in J917-18 wmousted to 210,030
parcals, while the nwmber in 192223 totatled 2,503,0356—an
increase of over 180 per cent. sined the removal to the present
building in June, 1017).

g
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(10) To permit of the expaasion of the Inland Section on.
the same floor, it will be necessary te remove the work of
handling inward overscns pareels from the counter on the
ground floor to the arex on the basenrnt floor, nnd et
of the uetivitics at present conducted in the basement t
with elsewlhere, 1 Is for such activities that space would
require to be alloeated in the new bLuilding.

11 am of the opinion that this work could be beat
carried out on the ground floor of the proposed new Luilding,
as thereby it should be possible to provide for parcels boinz
transferred to the posting counter from the carts in the street
with. as little use of the staireases.as posaible, and the parcels.
dolivered in bulk in vehicles could be delivered from the curt
entrance from Little Bourke-dtreot 4o the rear of the huilding,

{12} Keoping in view the ultimate use of the ground floor
for parcel husiness, it would, I consider, be adv 0 80
construet the new building so _us to permit of an uninterrupted
wpace being made availabfe without any obstruction by way of
entrance halls, ar staireases in the eenive of the rovm,

{13) Tnerensed business mant, of wecessity, more fully tax
the capacity of ihe yanl space in the present building. and,
therefore, additional spnce will require to be provided from
the aren. available in the new build This yard space is,
even under present conditions, greatly congested, and it is at
{imes necessary to have a vehicle which ja only pas ly loaded
with wails temporarily removed in order to permit other
vehicles to’ pnss, and the former vehicle then has to be re.
turned to its. original position to complete its loading. This
congestion is. greatly added to by the location of the Hulk
Postage Offico—which, however, is' in ils proper rlative posi-
tion—na numbers of waggons and motor lorries are drawm
up there in the course of the dny conveying business eatas
logues, weekly and' monthly papers, &o, ich are delivered
to the Bulk Postage Oftice in large quantitics,

(14) Tmproved yard spree could host be provided by wtiliz-
ing the area at present occupied' by the Canvas Workers and
“Mails in transit” room amd erceting o, loading platform on
the eastern side of the Bulk Postage Office so as to keep the
main thoronghfare elear for postal vehicles employed in con-
veying mails. to the General Post Office or in. being londed np
for outward despatch from the General Post Office.

{15) The proposed new buliding could not, however, be
cconomically ‘used for mail purposes unless connexion with
the present’ yard is made by means. of & roadway to the yard
of the: new building in order to permit easy aceess of volicles
to and from the new and old buildings and thus permitting o
free interehange of vehieles, &e., botween the two places.

18} Tf it he decided. to allocate the ground floor of the
“uow building Lo meet the subsequent expansion of the Pavcel
Soction ns indicated by e, I consider that the floor immedi-
ately above should nlo be: reserved for the further extension
of the Parcel Section in "em-s 10 come, as the presant indica-
tions of this Buanch of the Department show 1,‘lmt its expan-
sion will e Loth continuons and rapid,

{17) The ncels of the miembers of the: public who post
single: or three or four parcels at r time—as distinct from
the parcela veceived in large quantities from mail order
departments of business firms—will best be wet by naking
provision dn the north-west corner of the building for the
main entrance to the Parcel Counter which will be provided
for the it of shell parcels, This counter should de as
noar as possible to the street emtrance, provision to. he made
fn e yard for vehicles do deliver large quantities of pareels
at the rear of the huilding.

(18) Portion of the first floor in ihe new building may
alsa be eventuglly required by the expansion of business in
the Inland Scction, although the needs of the fufure can be
mel for some years by means of the space which would he
mode available by the removal of the Customs exnmining
Husiness from the ground floor. .

(19) To profitably utilize the spaco on the first floor for
Inland work, it would Le necessary to build a bridge from: the
present building to the new Luilding so as to perinit of ensy
access of trucks of mmils being conveyed from one building to
the other,

). 1 estimate it the exi provision on the first
flooe of the present building, which includes (he Inter-State,
British and Torcizn Section. Registration Section, and' City
Seetion and' Dend Letter Office, fo he sufficient for 10 yenrs,
but. nevertheless, i is advisable that the corresponding floor
of the new builting be designed in such o manner as to permit
of its utilization for mail work, ns the: City and Regiatration
Sections, which are at present loeated at the: western and
castern extremities respeotively of this floor, will expand and
neceasitate at loast portion of the Tnier-State, British and
Forcign work-being' porformed in portion of the new building.
If a now building were to be crected at once to meet,
with our requirements, alterations such as those I have:

mentioned should be made,  We would require a con-

e 4o
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neeting rondwny from tho preseut cart yard to ennblo
us-to gnin rendy necess.to our oxisting building. .
65. T'o Senalor Reid—T'ho basement of the present
building will be on the same level as. the ground floor
of the now building, the ground floor of tho pr
building will be on the snmo level as the first floov in
the new building, and the first floor in the. &% bai
ing on the same level as the second floor in the propose
building. Our lnrgesw@r:y is 21 ft. 7 in, in
length, and it can be i the road we now use;
but we would require a rondwny nt least 20 feet in
width to gain ready nccess toi thlo pr(])polsed building.
In the present stpugtyrggye deal with letter pWS-
papers x}:\d pnckets,hut 1 the new bui]dinﬁ%s‘,
whiclh comprise l; different,glnss of mnis] lm]\tter, E: l)e
handled. 1y loading up forithe t_Souther) rth-
Enstern, &'Ld Adolnide Exfiress 5 ot mﬁ?%l’:min%.
wail matter, and then go to the Parcels Offico to obtain
their quota of pareels. If purcels were being despatched.

from the new building, the vehicles, after londing, up
W mail watter, would have to go, m. Spencer-streot,
ane proceed in n northerly diveetion to Litile Bourke-
strect, wnd then turn down Little Bourke-street, and

eventually out again into the main street. If there were
a direet conmexion between the present and the proposed
buildings, the mails and parcels matter could be picked
up and taken ontt into the main street without the neces-
sity of turning,

86, 1‘0111113 Chairman—1 m;\ nssim:ing that a })\Ii]ld-‘
ing will, by copstpneted. over the whelg, gren, and that
thg &M‘Mﬁ'ill le si(\tntu(&ﬂw&um
the Engincering Branch dated on the higher
floors, where they will be out of the way. Fo ennble
our work to he expeditiously earried on, there should
be a_ropdwiy between the present building and the
light Bwet shown on the plan of the proposed building.

PEET

Nattor, -to.q he Parcels with-
out going into the mnistt.l'col{.

87. T'o Senator Reid —Thidt would mean minimizing
the space on the ground floor only,  Our longest lorry,
which is 21 ft. T in. long, has a width of about 6 £t, 8 in.
We would require a road 20 feet wide, because there i§
a rather sharp rurn to be negotinted,

68. T'o Mr. Blakeley.—By a system of conveyors all
the mail matter to be despatched could, 1 suppose, be
brought to a point in Little Bourke-street where it

could be londed into vehicles, but a fair amonnt. of
headroom would: be required for conveyors,  Qur ordis Wc‘,@
nury mail-bugs ave 4 feet in length, although some x'uk%_‘
larger.  There would, however, liave 10 be a series
of conv We despatch mails simultancously on
a number of lines, and sufficient room would have to
be provided in which to allow endless belts to- operate.
1 understand that conveyors were tried in Chicugo, und:
that after having been given a fair trind they have, on
the adviee of mail expers, been largely disearded, “Lhe
amount of mail' matter hundled in any capital eity in
the Commonweanlth canuot be compured with that
haudled in large American cities.
69, Lo the Chairman.—The ideal system, of course,
wonld be to despatel: the mails from the General Post
Oftice to the Spencer-street station by meuns.of a tunnel,
but cousiderntion of such n proposal has been held
over pending the re-coustruetion of the Speuncer-strect /%l,{y
station, 1t such n meaus were provided, the mails /
could be carried by electric trucks direct from the
General Post Ofiiee: to the railway station, where they
could be.carried by lifts ou- to the desputching platforms.
and then desputehed.  Conveyors would not uecessarily
De needed to earry the mail matter to one despatehing

That* wonld enable opr canvoyanees, when londed with
St PLE e T BE‘:&"
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point in tho General Post Office, because that work
could bo done by lifts.  When the now Gonoral Post'
Officc was crceted, a big plant was purchased in
Ameriea for handling mail matter, but it has never
been used, It is nnsuitable for ony work in mauy
respects, and’ when in operntidl™Nae 56 noisy that it
was- difficult to hear one speak.

70, T'o Senator Reid—"The maxinmm height of a
load on u big lerry woiild not be more than 10 feet, and
in the proposed new Juildipg the same headroom as
exists in Bourke-streof be provided. f\tl present
our vehjeles, have to pass uwler girdgrs, and the same
heigllt%ﬁi‘e preser[\)'ed in the new building. I think
the girdors arc 183, fpet from the ground, and if we
allow the, .“Eﬁ? of ¥&'inclies for the girder, there would
still be s romaining, which would allow sufficient

. spneo-overhend.  The Mail Branch must be located nt

the General Post Office, but there does not appear to be
any strong renson why the mechanies should be accom-

dated there. 1 und d the proposal iz to
accommodate meehanics in a portion of the huilding
which will later be used by the Mail Branch, My

BWDepu-tmm is not likely tp reguire all the space that
will be n\'uilnble}.\“ ‘Tﬁéz’)’:‘pgg&ﬁ"}ﬂnn& are adhered

- - —...nrovision for detcetive observation galleries s
{Eg present” &

to, it will he impossible to economieally use the proposed
building as an edjunct to the present building.  We
would be able to despateh parcels. from the new huild-
ing, and remove our Customs Examining Seation from
the main floor of the present building to the space now

occupled in the basement by the Parcels iy, which
ould he.nccommodated in thie new structure.  Similar

xists in
SENL buNding would have to be provided in the
new building. -

T1. To' Mr. Malhews—Mr. Woodrow, who is the
Chief Inspector, made investigations eoncerning the
flooding of the building four or five years ago, The
Director-General of Works deals with all engineering
matters associated with buildings whieh we oceupy.

When the flooding of the buildings was reported, the

Director of Works came to the Post Office at 1 o'cloek (Works .

in the morning. I think Mr. Hill-wis responsible 5?"““"’)
-for the earrying cupacity of the drain being increased, -
and since that has been done no flood has ocenrred.

2. To Mr. Blakeley—T know that what has' been
termed an claborate aud costly plant was purchased for
handling the mails in our Department,, and that it is
now in the sub-basement of the present building. 1
could not say when it was purchased, although I under-
stand it consists of eonveyors, &e.  The question of
whether it could be emplayed'in the proposed building
is one which will have (o be dealt with by the Chief
Inspector. I do not, however, think it could bhe used
to advantage, because it is too laxge. Wo den} with
mils on the first floor, the ground floor, and the buse-
ment.  The meils handled on_the first and ground
floors arc couveyed by vertieal chutes to the enri dock.
In the chutes baffles are placed 2 ft. 6 in. apart, and
the bags roll backwards and forwards and the contents
are not damaged in any way. They lind on the
loading platform, which is level with the floor of the
vehicle,  Mail matter from the basement is lifted to
the level of the vehivles, Mails aye discharged by
gravitation into the sub-basement by means of a chute.
Inward parcels mails are dischurged on (o a ramp
which iuelines to the floor.

78. To Senalor Lynch.—We are utilizing most of the
basement and a portion of the ground floor in the
present building for our parcel delivery work. In five
years’ time we expect {o (iGHwe—=H- the space 4t presciy

=il ]
available. At the expiration of that period, wegvti-have
: ’ cilum
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to take most of ouradespateh work from the basement
and provide room efsowhere. Our Customs. Examining
Section will have to be removed from the ground floor
to the bassment, where it could Lz dealt with very
effoctively. I do uot think that we ara likely' to need
any additional space within the next five years, but at
the expiration of that period we would bo wp to the
ahrolute limit of our accommodation, The conditions
at present are very favorable, as the light and ventila-
tion ave geods the Lwlding is alio very raticfactisly
heated, and is practically ideal for mail purposes. I
conld: not suy the proportion of large and small parcels
handled. 'I'hewrnte has not been altered during
the period in Avhich the business has iucreased to such
an estent.  The increase in the volume handled was.
due in the first place to the scarcity of space on overseas
steamers, which was kecnly in demand during the war
period.  Space was always made available for mail
matter, when apparently it would not have been ob-
tainable for ordinary goods. I do not think the busi-
ness will incrense to such an extent that the necommoda-
tion available will be inadequate during the next five
years. ‘The parcel rates from the country to the eity
are the same as those from the city to- the country.

74. 7’0 Senator Reid.—1I could not sny whether the in-
erease in the buginess handled for firms has been greater
than in the case of that handled for private individuals.
Some Melbourne firms take away van-loads of parcels
received from oversens.” It suits them ‘to pay the par-
col rate in ordor to obtain their packages more speedily.
The losses from parcels despatched fhrough the Post
Office are infinitesimal, and I have been, informed that
this point is not overlooked by importers.

5. T'o Senator Lynch.—I understand that our Chief
Accountant went into the figures and said that the rates
showed a good profit. It would be very difficult to
keep soparate tecounts, of the particular elasses of mail

h

+ the amount of profit on each. [
am.in favour of a roadway being provided through the
centre of the proposed _hnilding. for the more con-
venient handling of the mails, For convenient work in
both buildings uninterrupted space is_required. The
proposal is to make a main ehtrance in the centre of
the building facing Speneer-sirect, and provision hns
been made for stairways and lifts which. will divide
the wholp structure. Such a building would be useless
for GRE Purposes. A roadway such as I suggest would
not in auy way interfere with the provision of the
necessury open spaces. It would reduce the floor space
to a certain extent, but I understand that sufficient
would: be available for our purposes, The atmosphere
in the lower portion of the present building is good,
and the health of the men is not interfered with in the
least. If an underground tumnel were constructed to
the: Spencer-street Railway Station, it would, to a
large extent, dispense with the necessity of the roads
requived for vehieulur traffie.  The present General
Pogt Office was construeled on its present site in the
belief that n subway would be constructed. Even if
that were: done, there would still have to be a clearing
house. We have a number of motor vehicles employed
in earrying the mail matter from the lettor receivers
in the city and suburbs,
Witness withdrew.
Comumitlee adjourned,
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Taken at Melhonrue,)
WEDNESDAY, 1st AUGUST, 1923,

Present:
Mr, Gregory, Chairman;
Senator Lynch Ar. Juckson,
Senator Reid, Mr. Mackay,
Mz, Blakeley, : Mr. Mathews.

Mr. Cook,
Andrew Little, Coulroller of Stoves, Geneval Post
Office, Mclbourne, sworn and examined.

76, To the Chairman—The whole of the postal
stores are not concentrated at Little Bourke-street Mel-
bourne. 'The cable yard is situated in Sturt-street and
the pole yard in Power-strcet. The site in Little
Bourke-street is quite satisfactory for a comtral stove.
A suggestion hing been made that the stores should he
located near the wharf and railways, and if such a site
could be secured provided sufficient nccommodation was
available to carry the central stores, the cable yard, the
pole yard and the workshops it would' be a greut ad-
vantage, but nothing is likely to arise in the near futnre
to necegsitnte my asking for nu different site. There
will bo no need to sceure further storage accommodation
for at lenst the ucxt ten years. I have inspected the
plans for the new building, T do not think it is neces-
sary for me to ask that a portion of the aren proposed
to be utilized by the new building should he reserved
for futuro enlargement of the stores. The nccommoda-
tion. already provided is not fully taxed. There will be
sufficient area not utilized for buildings to meet any
future stornge requirements. It is wise to have the
workshops close to the stores, beeanse there is always
a very heavy interchunge of articles between the two
departmeuts.  When goods arrive from overseas, they
have first to be inspected and tested and the less hand-
ling they have, especially in the case of instruments,
the better. Dy having the workshops and' stores adjn-
cent, we save not ouly time, but also losses through
breakages. Parts sent down from country districts for
repair pass to the workshops, and are then returned to
stores, and re-issued. It tends to economy to have the

~, eugincering braneh alongside the stores. I would not
advocate that openings should be provided hetween the
workshops and the steres at every floor level. Tf they
were provided at every floor Jovel, they might be avail-
able for casunal use, but would mostly be locked. One
opening, is sufficient, aud enables proper safeguards to.
be taken. The plans provide for one opening only. T
understand. that the floor levels of the new building will
nob correspond with the floor levels of the stores build-
ing: T have also heard that, in five years' time, tho
rorkshops will probably be required to go to a higher
or_in_the new building. My office: accommodation

S - ig on the fewsth floor, which is ou the same level as the
N 6@ w W floor of i . A bridge crosses
7O the main bulfthiy o kST Should say that, at

Wew

present, there is about 900 super. feet occupied by the
stores hookkeeping staff. If the workshops bookkeep~ s
ing staff and the lineheon room were removed e B-
w top floor of the steser and the whole of that space
availnble for my staff, T shonld have 2,200 super. feet.
That arrangement. would suit very well, provided, thero
was a passenger lift which would enable the public to
. get to my office. The Tender Board meets in the room
. of the State Engineer, who is the: Chairman of the
Board. On special occasions, it meets in the board
room, on the sccond floor. In comjumetion with the
arconntant, T have charge of the motor transport for
the Postal Department. There ave 35 men omployed
in the motor eav workshops, and: about 92 in the trans~
port scetion. We have 41 motor vehicles, 6 auto-cars,
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and four motor cyeles. Of the 25 mechanies, 17 are
motor mechanies.  The*whole 35 are mechanies, but
they are not all absolutely employed on the cave of the
motor cars,  The cars do not concentrate ut the General.
Post Office before starting on their work. The seven-
teen vohicles which are omployed on thie night: clearance
leave straight from the garage, At one time & clearer
accompauied cach car, but the driver now does the
clearing, and the car doparts from the garage, and docs
vot reach the Genernl Post Office until it is. londed wup.
Tho heavy vehioles that do the carting do not go to the
General Past Office unless they have to pick up a load
there. ome cars proceed’ to the General Post Office

daily to take away matorial. The shovtest trip from.

the garage to the General Post Offico is abous 14 miles.
When the engincering mechanics are installed in the
new building the old' skin store towards Little Bourke-
street will be vacated. I doubt if there will be suffi-
clent dation in the b of the new build-
ing to. hold all the cars iu use by the Department.
There would be about 20,000 square feet in all with-
out allowing for the large number of pillars that wonld
be required.  We have already mado srrangemenis at
Sturt-street for about 20,000 feet of space to hold
the vehicles we alveady have,  There is a decided
objection fo having petrol-driven vehicles stored in a
basentent.  The fumes which arise from petrol are
inflammable and dangerous. The old system of run-
ning the ears over pits so that they could be adjusted
from underneath has been discontinued, and they are
now hoisted to allow the mechanies to work undernenth
them, Tt was fonud that the pits were harboring
fuwmes, and there was always the risk of five. 1f we
hiad forty cars stored in the basement the risk would be
too great. If a fire occurred, it would he almost
impossible to get any of the ears ont, You might save
the building, because,Government buildings are sup~
posed to he made ﬁreAP)'oof. It wonld e a mistako to
have the motor cars m the basement of the proposed
new building. It is hetter to have the mechanics work-
ing at the garage where the cars are justeHed. Un-
doubtedly it would be an ndvantage to have the cars,
workshops, und stores eoncentrated if a suitable site
were available.  The new building will not interfere
with the lighting of the stores.

7. T'o Senator Reid~—There is only one entranee
to the stores, and that is from Little Bourke-street. If
the design of the basement in the proposed new build-
ing wore altered to allow suflicient space in the right-
of-way between the stores and the new building for
vehicles to'furn, the accommodation 50 provided would
not be of much use to the Stores Branch. 'The possi-
bility of the postal section not having that arca blocked
up with carts would be exceedingly remote. My oppor-
funity to make nse of it would not be worth consider-
ing, [ should be cqually well off if I had aceess to the
right-of-way running on the east side of the stores
between Bourke-strect and Little Bourke-strect.

8. Yo Mr. Malhews—Ono opening between the
stores and proposed new building will be quite necept-

.able to me. 1f I want to deliver my goods right into

the workshops, I shall taka them up in the Hft to my
fourth floor, and deliver thom throngh the opening
across the right-of-way on to the third floor of the new
building, from which spot they can be delivered {o the
oor pied by the workshoy tlie works!
go to_u_ higher lovel, in about five years the opening

. provided hetween. the fourth floor of the stores and the

third floor of the workshops will be practically in the
centre of them. The existing workshops buildivg is
only two stories high, und entrance to the stores is

Horiaed -
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secured by u bridge across the right-of-way on to my
firsg floor, 1 shall probably fave to ro-arrange my
present Iny-out ihen the new building is erected. "he
stores staff huve no dining-room provision. There are
30 men employed in the stores, but thay have only half-
anchour for luneh,  1f the luneh period s ex-
tended to ong hour, the men will have sufficient time
to huve their lunch at the top of the Genoral Post
Oftice.  There would be no nced to provide special
dining-room accommodation. for them,

0. Lo the Chairman,—The ventilation in the storcs
is oxcellent. Mine is the best office X have worked in
from a_vontilation point of view. We have radintors
aloug the wall of ench room. There is no gas in the
atores, Fire risks have been reduced to a minimum.

80. T'o Senator Lynch.—L wus not consulted about
tho lay-out of the proposed building, but from my in-
spection of the plans, it seems to me that it will mect
all requirements in relation to the present stores build-
ing, ~ The nccommodation in. the stores is. not abso-
lutely filled by the Department. In faet, we aro at
present storing paper for the Government Printer.
We could always put a little more in, although the
accommodution is fairly well taken up. Before the
war it was fully taxed, but during' the war we were
buying_stores in_very limited quantitics, and we
gradually thinued down our own stock to such an
extent that wa were able to take in and store paper
for the Government I'rinter. We have continued stor-
ing this paper; but within the last two years the postal
stocks have begun to grow again so that, as I say, at
preseit the storage aceommodation is fairly well takon
up.  Eowever, T am sure theve will be ample accom-

dation for n very considerable ion of postal
business in Vietorin, aud I should certainly say that
there is no likelihood of additional necommodation
being required within the next ten or fifteen years,
The original jutention was to duplicate the building on
the block alongside if the stores business grow to such
an extent as to warrant the provision of further accom-
modation. [ cannot see the desivability of recom-
mending that that provision be mude at the present
time. A portion of the arca on which the futuro
accommodation for the stores was intended to be pro-
vided is to be ocoupied by the new workshops build-
ing, but there will be ample space available for a big
increase in the storage accothmodation, 1 spenk now
of the land running along Little Bourke-street. towards
Spencer-street.

81. To Mr. Mathews—The stores building was.
built for store purposes.

82. 7’0 Senalor Reid—The stores building has a
10-feet clearnnee between cach floor. As the clearance
between the floors in the adjoining buildings is greater
it is quite possible that the ouly opportunity for pro-
viding an opening between the vew workshops and tho
stotes is at the fourth floor. The paper we are storing
for the Government Printer oceupics one floor. The
ground floor of the old skin store, when vacated by the
workshops, would possibly provide ‘very fair accommo-
dation_for the pper we are storing for the Govern
ment, Priuter, I would not require any accommoda-
tion in the skin store: for postal stores, but as the King’s
Warchouse is always wanting more room the paper
which the Government Printer has stored in that
warehouse could also b removed to the ekin store.

83. T'o Mr. Mathews-—The Postal Department is
paid £500 a year for storing, the paper for the Govern-
inent Printer,

The witness withdrew.
The Commillee adjourned,
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(Taken at Melbourne.)
THURSDAY, 2nu AUGUST, 1923,
Present:

Mr. Grecory, Chairuan;

Senator Lyncl aar, Suckson
Mr. Blakeley Mr, Mackay
Mr. Cook Mr, Mathews.,

John Smith Murdoch, Chief Architect, Department
of Works and Railways, sworn and examined.
84, Tu the Uhairmun~—1 am aware that the Com-
mittee ave dealing with a proposat to vrect additional
quartus adjoining tho preseut Genera) Lost Ollive build.
g it Speucer-sureet. e plans o1 tne proposed ex-
tension were prepared undec my guicancs, sud wers
approved of by the Fostal Lepartineat. 1t is usual in
tne preparation ot plans for collabovation to take place
butween the Oeparuuents concerned. In some casiy
this is dune by currespondence, and in other cases by
couversation, [n this particatar case L conversed win,
tomeerbioebion

prnvpaily, 1 > the Pos.al
g ME OHICUTS bbbl Miatil ieores Fhe
A nsod—to—those—bepatt he-
cause the fiist exteusion of these premiues is really tor
the dation of the i Branch, Whgther

the post-office oiicials consulicd any o: their branches
lLikely tc be aflected, | am not sure, At any rate, the
plans were returnal from and approved of by the
'ostmmnster-Geneval’s Department.  Although the design
provides for the erection of a building for the use of
the ungineers of the lfostal Department, it still con-
uties the Fotews of the adjoining huildiug.,  1f the
propossd building were to be utilized by the engineers
alone, the hught of 18 ft. 9 in. of two floors would
certatuly not be piovided. The ideal auslosiuomtos
cugineering workshops or mechanics’ workshops wounld
be an ordinary factory building of one or two floors,
and, probably, situated on a site which need not be
so central as is that botween the present General Post
Offico and Little Bourke-street. That site was aequired
and held by the Government, and wisely so, for the
future expansion of post-office activities 1 Melbourne.
1 personally thought that any building to be erected
on that sile would comprise an extension of the stores
building, but when the problem, with which the Com-
mittee are now dealing, came up for consideration, it
was apparent Lo the postal authorities, and to owiselves,
that any extension' ot that sile should follow the sew-
4oug of the present ‘post-office building. - It was agreed
tHat the floor levels of the post-office building should' be
continted in the proposzed building, because the expan-
sion of the mail work of the General Post Office would
make that branch the biggest claimant in the fulure
for space in- any building erected on that site. Al
prusent the first work is to provide accommodation for
the hani t is contended that their workshops,
at presont located on that site, shall stay there and be
contiguous to the stores building. Tt secmed that the
best way to meet the problem was to erect the first
section of the extended building on that site, following
the eantens-of the main post-office, and to devote it for
the temporary use of the workshops. Thal accommos
dation to be used by the workshops will eventually be
used by other branches of the Post Office, particularly
the mail branch. i will take quite ecighteen months
to ercet the proposed huilding. I am aware that
within five years the Parcels Post Branch, owing to the
continual increase in their business, will nced: at least
one floor of the proposed building. I discovered' thal
fact this week. The figures prodiiced by the manager
of the parcels post were astounding, The increase in
six years was 180 per cent.,-and if that continues the
workshops can only expect to occupy, at any rate, the
bottom ficor of the proposed building for a. compara-
Lively short period, probably five years. It will be.

s
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essential for the Parcels Post Branch to have a sub-
way running east-aud-west Sebweest Ltho propeped build.
in, ihdimg, in order to joil the two
\'eiiculn,r yurds. Tt has alwayy been kncwu that tho
two yards would have to bie jeined up in the future,
This connexion wilt have te go through th: basement
floor of the new building. The Supwintsndeat of
Mails states that if that branch. of the Post Oflice is to
bo adequately worked, even at the present moment. hio
shonld' have that through communication.. Yesterday T
consulted the Superintendent of Mails, the officer in
charge of the parcels juails, and an cfiicer represcut-
ing the mechanics. T was very pleased to ascertain
from the Engincers’ Branch hal, on thal pactienlar
fuow, there would be no great difliculty in sparing tho
rosm which this uunuectin%‘ pagsage would occupy. Ut
is the one place in the whole building that could b
conveniently spared.  The Superiniendent of Mails
was delighted with this proposal, and said that if he
obtuined this moans of communjcation he would he
quite satisfied, T think’ there would be no difiiculty in

deing this, T have brought with me {hisvsesning n

rough plan showing this communication, Felen
right-of-way between the. present building and the pro-
posed building, sbthad is made 33 feel wide, it will
be the same width as are Little Colling and Tittls
Bourke streets.

85. To Mr. Mathews—1 think a width of 33 feel 12
essential.

86, To the Chairman.~~This will mean the provision
of a subway. Tt will he above the sub-basement floor,
running through the basement floor, that is, the secound
floor from the botlom, There will be head room of tha
full height of the floor, 2 fest off 13 feot. There in
plenty of room. If too low, we could construct jt of
flat slabs of concrete so as to lave no beams at all
coming down from the ceiling. We are carrying out
similar work at the Adelaide Post Office, and it is
turning out a very good job. I have made two plans,
but with mora consideration T might devise additiondl
conveniences.  The staircase, the lavalories, and Lhe
lifts, arc shown exactly as in the present plan. A
central lift will have the greatest utility. It will have
access from the yard for material and stores coming
into and out of the workshops. The new proposal wilt
give facilities to the Pareels Post Branch for vehicular
communication  from the Bowrke-street right-of-way
and between the proposed and original post-office build-
ings. An outlet into: Tittle Bourke-street will be pro-
vided by an underway 33 feet wide, with a lift adjoin.
ing the walls of the Stores Branch, and a loading ramp
adjacent thereto. It is suggested, also, that a lift
should be provided at about the centve of the new
building for the use of the Lugineers’ Department,
and subsequently for the use of the Mail Branch. It
is proposed to utilize the top foor of fhe uew building
for the small clerical staff of the Engineering Branch.
and: o luncheon room for workmen. If it were pro-
posed to substitute for that ar the ocetipa~
don of that floor by the Accountancy Branch of the
Stores Department, it might be advisable to have a
lift near ‘the ontranco of the building for the con-
venience of the public, and to- facilitate the work. But,
because an extension to the new building is expeeted
in five years' time, the design provides for lift accom-
modation in the centre of {he building, which will he
casy of access to overy floor for the staff and the
public. Taking the future building as a whole, it is
very desirable that the 1ift shoald be in 4. central
position facing Spencer-street. Until the time comes
to build the portion of the building: containing the
1ift and principal staircase, we must expect to put up
with 2 hittle inconvenience in respect of the public
gaining access to the upper rooms. of the wing which
it is now intended' to build. I do. not think it would
be 4 serious makeshitl, If a central litt were placed
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in the it could quite conveniently be
used by the public and the staff. for access fothe upper
floors of tho proposed building, The present workshop
building, on the site under discussion, would have to
be shortened by about 7 feet or' 8 feet to allow of a
pussag‘e from ‘Bﬂdwsﬁreet. sl fanlemtibbieeiinonngte.

RRURL o linh

ghifor
tha workshops. It would be a paved passage which

the public and stafl coulti‘ trltvnlrdse. 1t thelziiiti)e were

laced' in the centre of the building it woul re- y g *
glu'red for all time, I pruposo,\tb'ab there sﬁoum. e @ W w Cotedtind
passage way along the notthern side of the building, k«-ua..s.._Y

whicly will “give access to the stores branch, and the

accountancy and clerica} staffs on the top floor, giving

reasonable facilities for access. to those branches. by the

public, The passage would be a temporary eiwhtvof.

way 8 feet wide. I have wmapped out an alternative

plan for connexion between the two vehicular yavds,

It transposes. elsewhore the staircase and latrines whick

,are in asssouiation. It is necessary that theso. should

continue in association on account of the saving we
hope to attain in cubic space by the use of Messanine
lavatories. Xvery two flights of the.stairs, consisting
of sixteen slair-risers, will give access to a set of lava-
tories. If this were not so, the cubic waste would be
enormous. It would be ridiculous to have lavatories
more than alout 8 feet high. By transposing these,
exnctly as planned, to the northern side—simthe- corre-
sponding corner facing the yard of the new building, it
would give a better arrangement. It would give a more
natural turn-out for vehicles entering the new vehicle
way from the existing vehicle way. The. workshops.
men are in favour of having their entrance to the stair+
case jn a central position. That would be in the yard
coming in fromyBourke-street, and up the-lane between
the new building and the skin store. Coming up the
lane from. Spencer-street, the lift would be in such a
position as to enable it to be eventually used for mail .
purposes; it would be of mail sizo, and would tuke afead
men at a time. By this means, men coming in to
and leaving their work could easily be catered
for.  The mail lifts are about 11 feet- by 9 feel, and
they are able to handle large quantitics. of mail. Thr
lavatories could easily be allocated for female use,
That is the principle of planning which 1 prefer to
adept i large buildings, and you can sco the advan-
lage of it at the present Lost Office.  The stairs and
lavatories are planned so that we can make the best
use of the cubic space. There is no need to have them
higher than 8 feet or 9 feet. I recommend the alter-
native proposal on account of the ample space provided
for ication-in the sul There is not quite
the amount of loading platform, but Mr. Ramsay pre-
fers the proposal I am now recommending. = The
mechanics prefer this arratgement, and it seems to
meet the views of the different branches. I presume
the Committee have received a memorandum from M.
Ramsay, giving his. view of the whole proposal in a
very lucid, and complete way. It shows very con-
clusively that it is only 2 matter of, perhaps, 20 yeara
when the whole of the future building will be occupied
for the purposes of the Post Office. It would be very
hard to say what particular branches would sceupy the
building, but the Mail Branch. would certainly do su,
In view of the rapid increase of business which will
{ake place, it is an obligation on our part to create
ay much space as possible on the.lower floors. T have
w pian of the floor above the basement. Yesterday,
when considering it, I wondered whether we should not, *
divide itsparea. It is anticipated that the Parcels
Branch will occupy that floor. To obtain more free-
dom of working and more space it might be o good
thing, to divide this area into two by placing a floor
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, scrom. 37 feet wide. That is the width of one of the
wnidard bays. 16 is_s problem whether it would not
bé & good thing to divide this arca into two in the
maumner shown in the sketch,

87. To Mr. Muthews.—It certainly would reduce the
light to -be. given, to the lawer floor. Bub it muat be
considered’ that that new area T speak of is confined'
to only two flogrs,, that is, the ground and first floors,
Above tho fitst floor level, the arca would retain its
original shdpe. With two. floors across that avew, it
will not. interfere very seriously with the lighv, If it*
wore continued. throughout: the six stories of the build-
ing. it would be a different matter, but as it affects.
onty'two storjes, I do net think it will make much dif-
ll'el:uco. It will, uo doubt, have some effect on the
ight, . y

48. T'n Senater Lgnch—There will be ample light
for the ‘top fleors, but when we come down. to the
luvel of. the-ground floor and the first floor, the light is
allected by a bridge 27 fee, wide. On the basement
floor this bridge would provide protection from the
weather for vehicles, because it would cross the vehicu-
iar areas OfF course, the lighting under the alterna-
tive proposal would: not be quite so' good, but weighing
the lwo- suggestions, 1 am ticlined to think that the
alternative proposal- should: be adopted, -as for working
purposes it opeus up the whole bujlding in an excel-
lent, way. Lam thinking; of the future building, and
the alternative 1 have suggested takes that into cod-
sideration. If :it_were adopted it would involve no-
afteration when the whole scheme is completed. Mr.
Ramsay did not mention to me the inconvenieiice which:
would be caused' by placing the lifts in the centre of
the building.

. The witness withdrew.

The Committee adjourncd,. N
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TELEPHONE~WORKSHOPS, MELBOURNE.,
(Lakien at Melbourne.)
MONDAY, 6rxx AUGUST, 1023,

Present:
Mr, Gregory, Ghairman;
Scnator Barnes Mr. Mackay
Senator Lynch Mr. Mathews,

Senator Reid
Joln Smith Murdoch, Chicf Architeet, Depurtment of
Works and Railways, veealled, and further
examined.

80, T'o the Chairman.—After sscertaining fiom tho
Mail Branch that they would like to have, from tho
begiuning, a velricul ion between the present
vehicular aven and the vehicular area of the new
building, I propared two altornative schemes, I was
informed by the mechanicimgbranch that it would he
able to spare the necessary room on the bnsement
floor, which is to bo occupicd by earpenters. T lave
shownt. two. methods of providing this passagowsy, one
of which T favour. The Mail Branch officers and the
mechanicians ngreed that one of these proposals would
suit them: very well indeed. Tt hwe~beew suggested
that the strirease, and the lavatories associnted with
it, should' be shiftedl to tho north-cast corner instead
of being in the south-cast corner of the new building.

00, T'o Senalor Reid —Ehw-sightof-swar—from-Hittle

91, T'o Mr. Mathews—The lane could not go right
through, because it is desived to have the lift conneeted
with the stores, me. B Corln Sltn g U

92. To the Chairma:
tho staircase and Iavatorics would be on' the north-east
corner, with the lift adjeining.  That would be the
bettor plan of the two. The mechanicians desire to
have entrance from the new yard instend of the old.

93. T'o Seaalor Lynch.—By having the staircase and
luvntories attached there ean bo a separate lnvatory
on every second flight of steps. Cubic space is saved
by this arvaugement. If provision were made for
a straight run out into #ee”streel 1t would meun that
the lift would have to be moved from its proposed
locntion.

04. 'o Senator Reid—Lhe proposed new building,
will be built right up against the atore,.  There is a-
privato right-of-way at the back of the store,

95, Lo. the Chairman.—There will be 2 subway be-
tweon the General Post Office and the Stores Branch,
with access to Liutle Bourke-street,

96. Lo Mr. Mathews—The width of tho subwny,
where it opens off the present lme between the ex-
isting General Post Office building and the proposed
new building will be 52 feet: and where it opens into
the yard of the proposed new building it will be 33

feot,

97, T'o the Chairman.~There will be only one pillar
in that width of 52 feet, I do mot think that that
will be a disndvantage, i & v
4ha$ it will tend to divide the trafic.  Tlie: view of
the Department is that this cntrance should he as
wide as possible.  The. width of the present right-of:
way is ahout 17 feot, but the yard into which the
vehicles go is about 46 feet wide. The projection: of
dée louf(ling platform from the store wall has a width
of 18 feet. b S

08, T'o Senator Il’cid.—Tlmk-r:-»‘;p-is to be used for
the loading of mails. The principal use for the lift
will be to-take mails to the first floor, the floor above

Uuder the plan I proposc,

-~

Lo, Bowte
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tho ground, floor, and the ground floor. The loading
platform will' be wuseful for the twoe muail floors above
the hasement.  There is the sub-busement, the base-
mont, the ground floor, and tlio first floor.  'Those four
floors aro given up to mail purposes in the present
building, ~This lift will serve the whele of those
floors. ~ Tho loading platform is not. conneated with
the basement, but the mails that come into und go. ont
from the two floors above will use the lift,

990. To the Chairman—The busement will bo served
dircet from the earts on the west side of the passuge.
‘Lhio whole end of the-new building.facing the vehienlar
opening will be available for loading mails. .

100, To Senator Reid.—The lift will be alongside
the: right-of-way, I understood that the Comumittee
contemplated recommending that the new 1ift should
bo put in the bny next to Spencer-street.  As the new
building developed' for muil purposes it would not he
required at that particular place. T suggest that it
be located two buys further back, where eventually it
will e in the spot where it will bo required for muail
work, and it will be equally suitable for usc Uy the
weehanicinns going in and coming out.  They ave
satisfied to have it there. The right-of-way nlong-
side the new building,will be only a: temporary urrnnge-
ment,  Eventually the only entrance to the lift will
be from the loading platform.

101, Lo the Chairman:—l suggest that location: for
the lift, having in viow tle future pernuwent working
of the whole building.  The reinforced conerets wall
oun the nerth end of the building. will he constr
in such a way that there will be no difieulty in having
openings eut when future development is being eurried
out, The walls will be'S jnches thick. The Melbourne
Dbuilding regulations allow a 6-in.. conerete wall between
stanchions not more than 20 feet apart. The stan-
chions in this building will be 27 feet apart, and we
are providing for walls 8 inches in thickness.

102, To M. Mathews—Only one pillar will he
feft in the right-of-way. If that were knocked down
that portion of the building. of course, would full,
The pillar will be of steel and conerete. I do not
think there is any danger of the pillar being knocked
down by any vehicle, on recount of its strength,

103, To the Chairman~I do not think that much
dafiger is to bo apprehended from electrolosis, which
is more likely to he found in. the damp portions of the
city. ~ There is plenty of clectricity in the vieinity
of this proposed new building, the munieipal power-
house being just across from it, The best type of
construction is being adopted, if clectrolosis is to he
feared. I favour the fint slab concrete constiuction,
In connexion with the Adelaide Post Oftice, in order
to provide for a lower building, T went into the
question of adopting that system, with the result that
we were uble to save 5 or 6 feot in height. T suw the
building the other duy, and it appears to bo a satis-
fugtory  job.

104, To Scnator Lynch—We did not lower the
foundations; we knocked out all the leams,

105. T'o A, Mathews~—I do not think the honor-
able member_ for Adelaide (M. Yates) could have
een serious. if he said it was a jerry-buil building.
106. To the Chairman—The front of the proposed
now building is to be of double-pressed brick, in order
to mateh the existing building. ~ It is not extravagant
construetion by any means,  The base course will b
of bluestone. * Ttis proposed to liavé walls and floors
of reinforced eoncrete, with steel stanchions emeased
in conerete. It is. proposed to finish the floors inside
with 3% in. x } in. jarrah nailed direetly on to the

concrete floor,
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107. To Senator Reid—When the steel is encased
in conerete it docs not buckle if attacked by fire. As
a matter of fact, in all our econstruction, we aro
guided by the ndvice of Mr. Teo, chief officer of the
Metropolitan Fire Brigades.

108. T'o the Chairman—In parts other than the
front the walls will be of eement, plastered outside and
ingido. Xt is proposed to omit tl\e'ﬁr('mtermg as Tong
as the building is ovenpied by the mechanicians; that
can be done when the Mail Branch shifts in.  Steel
windows are to be provided. Whon first occupied thére
will bo hurdly uny joinery. ‘Che joinery of the. pre-
sont building has been carried. out in Queenstand
maple, and the little joinery there may be in the new
building will probably be done in the same timber.
The roof will be of conerete, covered' with malthoid,
treated in tho sume way as is the case with the ex-
isting building. The staircase will be of concrete.
The lifts will be worked clectrically; they will be of
the goods type, the dimensions being § ft. by 7 ft. 6 in.
The estimated cost is £66,500, on & cube busis; the
quantities have not yet been taken out. The rate per
cubie foot is, approximately, 1s. 4d.  Having a stecl
frame leads to grealer expense than would be ine
curred if the building were wholly of reinforced con-
crete.  The wooden floors which, we lay down are
more expensive than those usually laid down in build-
ings of this description. 'The warehouse, of which
a photograph appenrs in the .Lrgus, which is estimated
to cost 1s. 2d. per eubic foot, probably will have mercly
concrete floors. I do not think that they would be
acceptable to the post-ofice. I do not think any
apprecinble damage will be done to the floors: while
the mechanicians are using the building as.a workshop.
Beyond a few dents caused by falling tools there will
not be a great denl of damage. When it is aceupicd
by the Mail Branch the treatment it will receive will
be fairly rough, as trucks will be hauled over the floors
and big hampers. pushed along them, T remember
visiting with the Committee n 4oluwmen factory in which
a new type of Roor wus lnid. I suw that floor the
other day, and I believe the owner of the building pro-
poses to have a wooden floor laid,  The same-con-
ditions will' obtain. in this propoesed uew building ns.
he las had to contend against.  In hig factory the
malthoid has. been worn through ft the places where
the men. operate the machines.  Tu this building the
machines will' be placed in certain positions, nnd the
men who operate them will be seated nt those posi-
tions the whole of the time. 'The Melbourne building
regulations would compel us to have wire glass windows
on the south side of this building. On the north side
wo could use clear glass.  For the suke of uniformity
I favour having wired' glass on both sides. Tt is not
au expensive item; at the present time it is controlled
by a ring, and the price is- abont 2s. u foot, less 10
per cent.

109. T'o Mr. Mackay—~The wire glass is safer. In
cuse of firo a pane of glass would not fall out if the
window weré reinforeed with wire, Therefore, air
would not get into the building and feed the flames,

110. T'o the Chairman.—1 would have no mechunienl
ventilating plant whatover in this building. I favonr
the installation of hot-water wadiators, worked from.
the present boilers,  To supply hot-water radiators
throughout the building wonld cost £3,750, 1t would
not cost a very great deal to provide for a luncheon
room, with locker accommodation for the workmen,
on the top of .the building; if it were desired to put
the Stores Branch elerieal staff on the top floor. It
is proposed not to fill in the bresk in the brickwork
between the two buildings.

AM—’wuf‘;MML—:««—
G Cormtaruast= o
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111. To Senator Reid—The MMechaniciang’ Branch
has said that it can spare portion of the floor spnee
on the floor propeded to- be used for earpentors, in
order to provide a vchiculnr conmexion.

112, Ta tie Chairmen~To provide seating accom-
modation and_ lockers for about 320 people ou the
top of the building would cost about £3,200, including,
the ercction of a 9-in, wall, ) X .
. 118. To Mr, Malhews—I do mnot think (hero is
{ikelihgod of danger from flood in the futwre. Wo
obtnined permission. fo comncel swi-wtrbreement-floor

{umee 0 THE paewge from tho Melbonrne City Cowneil
powerzhouso to the Yarrs, in order to. get rid of our
drainnge.  There is o dunger of the water being
dammed wp iu flood time.  Fhat, provision ended our
trouble at Spencer-street, and there is no possible
chance of flooding now.

114. To Senutor Lynch—I had a hand in designing
the existing Luilding. I believe there is an indicu-
tion of a_smnll subsidence at one of ’Jtlm 1\||g]t£& Tile

L afpmat foundations. there ave wewy—bned, e erack in the
wall is being watched, though it is not st scrious,
If T had to draw up plnus again 1 would not depart
from those which were adopted.  The ides in a big
post-office is to have a floor free of obstvuction. That
can he obtained only with a ‘building of one floor; if
there ure floors above there must be supports, which
load to obstruction.  In the present cnse tho obstrue-
tions ure about 27 feot apart in two dirvectious, Their
preseuce is & necessity. It would, of course, be a
better post-office if they were all removed. In a big
oity, where land is dear, you canmiot get those condi-

tions. 1t is mot passibie to have a floor more open.

than that which is provided. I have not diseussed

with the postal officials of later years the question

whether this building has given them satisfuction,

No. complaints have been made.  The Perth General

Post Office was faceds under rather different condi-

tions, although subject. to the same general lines. In

that building the supportiug stanchions are 24 feet .o

apart; there it was a question of how many divisions vk bt Cruvtssas /"'
the Iand wewldesband. 1t is not anticipated that this

building will be carried any higher. I think that

by the time the operations of the General Post Offiecs

exhausl tho possibilities. of this site in regurd: to

aecommodation the building will have become obsolute.

L think that this building will meet our requirements

for fifty years, The New York General Post Office:

is only a, two-story building, the iden being to have a .

free floor spuee. It was built on a site where Jand J 4

was niost expensive, Three stories were, provided i

the portion used' for oftices, In fifty years' time the

post-oflice that will' supersede this  building ~ will

probably be a three-story building, the top floor being a

sorting, voom without ebstruction.  [f thero is any

electrolosis this building will get its share of it.

115, To the Chairman—Being constructed of steel,

it will not be affected as greatly us it would if it were

constructed of reiuforeed concrete. Where the sub-

soil is dry the electricity is not eonducted into a build-

ing to’the sume extent ns. is the case with wet material.

118. To Senator Lynch—Fretting and wasting' is

less with brick than with any other materinl.  The

bricks nsed in the construction of the Perth Town

Hall are not the sume as those which will be used in-

this building.  This js to be u modern donble-pressed

brick, which can be expeeted to lnsl an indefinite length

of time. The walls it is proposed to pit in now wilt

be removed wien future connexions are to be mads

to the present building. They do not enter inte the

strueture at all.  In all modern buildings the filling:

in between the stunchions and. the beams is- sufficient

only to keep the weather out; the pillars take th

burden. . ! :.‘.‘i

- X |
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117, To Mr. Mackay—The proposed entrance from % ’ L)

Spencer-street along, the northern wall will be used
mostly by employces; a very small proportion of the
public will require to use it.

118, To the Chairman—It would Le quite con-
vonient for use by the Accounts officers.

119, To Mr. Mackay—Tt will be ouly a temporary
right-of-way; when the building is extended it will
be blocked up.  The next addition thut will be.carried
out to this proposed new building will include the
central entrance from Spencer-sireet, with its lifts
and permanent stairense.  The lighting will begin at
a point beyond the second bay going from Spencer-
street,  The light coming in from Spencer-street will
meet that coming in from: the area, so there is no
necessity to have: windowa iu thy  firsk two hays.
Judging by the way parcels maile are growing it
seems likely that the General Post Office will require
portion of the new building inside five years, and the
whole of it in ten years. The best plan to adopt is
to build first that portion .of the new building which
is uext to the existing bnilding, and move ontwards
from the existing buildings. When the time comes tv
dislodge the mechanics from the new building the next
action will be to remove the presont two-story old
building at the corner of Little Bourke and Speneer
streets, and continue the new building along Spencer-
street as fur as Little Bourke-street.  That probably
will be found the best extension. Of course, in_ that
now building as many mechanies as possible would be:
placed, making more room for the Mnils Branch.
One really counot say what the Genersl Post Office
will require in five years’ time. I do mot think that
the next proposal will be to build the whole of the
block. 1 think the proposal will be to build the
Speneer-street structure up to  Little Bourke-street,
covering an aren of 100 by 56 feat. The Postmaster-
General's Deportment want to keep the old two-story
building in eemamew o If we were to cease studying
the cconomy of having to, use that old building the
whole of this problem would iake on & new aspeet.
The two-story building, which it is proposed to keop
in use, covers an area, roughly, 100 by 100 feet. It
is hoped to continue to use that building for work-
ghop purposes for n considerable period. ~ To secure
the same area in that position as we are proposing to
secure under the presont propnsel we would have to
utilize n spuee greater than 100 by 56 feet. That
old building would have to be destroyed' to enable us
to build the portion of the new building facing Little
Bourke-street, to be utilized for workshop purposes,
leaving the southern side to be built later for Mail
Branch purposes.

120. T'o Senalor Reid—The Mail Branch suy' they
would like to have a vehicular connexion made at the
commencement.  Sceing that the mechaniciang’ staff
sny that they can spare the room, I favour providing
that connexion in the beginuing, and thus suve the
expense of doing it in future, The right-of-way i

3 2 be for foot traffic only. It is claimed
that & hardship will be imposed on the mechanicans
if they are asked to 7euier the building by way of
Little Bourke-street. ’?‘ma considerg] that they are
entitled to have an independent entrance from Spencer-
street. It sty menns taking about 8 feet off the oid
building. The Convmittee: has slready passed a pro-

osnl to erect a building behind the Elizabeth-street
ost Office to provide new accommodation for the
telegraph operators:  After satisfying the require-
ments of that particular work and other work carried
on by the Postmaster-General’s Department, 40,000 or
50,000 wwbie feot of spnce will be aviiluble for other

Stecan
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purposes: It was oxpected that that would be usod.
for the accommodation of Taxation officers, It lovks
now as though the Taxation officers will not need the
gecommodation. The new building that is to go up
a9 soon as the laud-can be fréed will probably relieve
every veuted offico in Melbourns, So, for gomeral
office purposes, I think that it iz unlikely that tliis
biilding at Spenéer-street. will evor be utilized. Tt
would fm

ago. Wo tried to have that proposition accepted, but
nothing came of it.  This building should be com-
ploted in about cighteen or twenty months after the
contriet has been let, or about two years from the pre-
sent time.  No.window space will he taken away from
the stores by reason. of the ercetion of this new building.
‘The stores wero originally planned. with a view to sueh
a building as this going up. There will be cross
ventilation inthe now building. The Melbourne Board
of Health regulations make compulsory the ventilation:

“of buildings in the factory class,” A system of hoppers

which caunot be shut is introduced ibto the windows.
We are not strictly bound by the regulations; but I
think in this mattor we should obey them dsplisids

and undertake to put in tho hoppered windows, Al
modern buildings have steel sushes fixed with Loppers,
which cannot be closed.  The roof of the old building
is very flat, and on a wet duy the water does not drain
off;. but the roof docs not leak. The minimum fall
nlipwed is 2 inches in ]2‘fcct. . i
b 4 et

: i)
S VT 4
gestthat-provision—be AL From—thatowhiok

121. To Senator Lynch.—~The lift is not in the
centre of the huilding; it is up against the wall. No
matter what extensions ave mado in the future it will
always be up against the ountside wall.
The witness willidrew.
The Commitiee adjourned.

ve beon a fine investment five or six years.



