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The Honarshle WHUNY fRWAANY Y, 7,, Chalrman,

Benste. House of Hepressntatives,
Senstor John Barnes. 1 - Arthur Blskeley Fsq,, 3,4,
Senator Hattil Spencar Foll, Robert Coolk Tegq., ¥.o.
Senator Patrick Josaph Lynch.* David dydney Jackson ¥sq., V.P.
Senator John Newlsnd, § eoxrge Hugh Mackey ©sq., ¥.P,
Senstor William Plain.,x James Nathews ®aq., M.P.
Senator Yatthew Neid. |

% Ceangd to be s Member of the Senate, 3J0th. June, 1923, + Appointed
5¢h. July, 1923. Ruigned'zam. .mne.'legﬁ ?
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BXTRACT FROM. THE VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS OF THE HOUSB OF RWPRESTNTATIVES
NO, 24 DATED 26th, AUGUST,
1925.

7. PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE - REFERENCE OF WORK - BOYS' NAVAL TRAINING
ESTABLISHMENT AT GEELONG, - Mr. Hill (¥inister for Works & Railwayse)
moved, pursuant to notice, That, in accordance with the provisions
of the Commonwealth Public Works Committee Act 1913-1921, the foll-
owing work be veferred to the Parliamentary Standing Committee on
Public Works for its investigstion snd report thereon, viz:-
Construction of Boys' Naval Training Wstablishment at Geelong (Vic-

toria).

Mr, Hill having laid on the Table: plans, &c., in connexion with
the proposed work, =

Question - put and passed.
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LIST OF WITNRSSES.

Cayley, Captain Henry Priaulx, R.A.N., Second Naval Mémber,
Depsrtment of Defence‘ P cen ces

Tonnell., Henry Bustavus, ‘Chief Civil ®ngineer, Department of’
Worke & Ranwnyl vas oo cee

Dix, Lieutendnt Thomu ‘Lewis, Officer in Charge of Boys,
+ . Training Ship STingira", Rose Bay, Sydney ves

farcia, Rupert CGlare, R.AN," Commander Training Ship "Tingira",
Rose Bay, Sydney v es

Murdoch, John Smith, Director-General of Wotks and Chief Arch-
1tect Department of Works o« Reilways .. [N

KHoss, Henry Percival, Chief Blectrical Engineer, Department of
' Works & anwnyt .o e vow

Page.

OtConnor, {"eorge Francis, Director of Naval Works, Defence De- .

partment. ...

Percival, Arthur, Assistant Cormonwealth Surveyor-Genersl,
. Department of Home & Teérritories ‘e
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BOYS! NAVAD TRAINING ESTABLISHMENT, GEELONG.

PUREENEEE 4

REPORT.

M 3
The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Pubiic: Works,
to which the Houme of Representatives referrved, for investige
ation and report, the guestion of the construction of a Boys'
Naval Training Estsblishment at Geelong (victoria), has the
honor to report as follows -
INTRODUCTORY .
i, At the premsent time, boys for the Royal Australinn Nevy are

trained saboard the training ship H.M.A.S. #"Dingira®, stationed at Sydney.
The accommodation on this vessel is limited to that necessary for sbout
250 boys, with arrangements enid to be entirely inedequate for officers,
ship's company, and trainees. It is represented that the requirements
of tha Fleet have grown to such an extent that one ship cannot train the
necessary number of boys, and that to provide for the requisite minimum
of 300 boys, with room for expansion, further sccommodation is necessary.

~ If this accommodsti.on is to be provided afloat, it would be necessary, in
addition to spending a large sum of money on the "Tingira", to purchase
and refit another suiteble hulk, which, even if available, is ssid to
present many inconveniences.

As a vesult of inyestigation outside Australis, it has been
represented that a shore establishment offers better training facilities
and improved living conditions besides being more economical than train-
ing afloat, and it is therefore proposed to provide a shore establishment
on an area of approximately 46 acres at Geelong, portion of which ares
containing Osborne House has been occupled by the Commonwealth for some
years for naval purposes.

e
J PRESENT PROPOSAL..

2, The projected estsblishment entails the erection in the

firet instance of messing and sleeping accommodation for 300 boys; build-

~.

ings for instructional purposes, hospital and isolation hute; messing and
_Bleeping sccommodation for ship's company; together with stores building,
etc., It isiproposed that the existing buildings be altered- and con_v'erted‘

for the use of‘the administrative staff and as officers! qugr,tér's.

emmzAcet cec. o e
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Ge
XBTIMATED COST.

The estimated comt of the proponl as subnitted to the Committiee

is set down at <

FIRST STACK -
(Before Occupationt. .
£

Your dormitories (60 boys emoh) 15,840
Helf dormitory (40 boys) ~ addition to :

eximting building 2,500
Boiler House. . ., 2,000
Cook Mouse - 2,000
Bath house. 2,360
Latrines (10-W.C's in each) 520
¥iniature rifle range . . 450
Boys' washing slab 600
Disinfector building 250
New Entries! Latunos and Bath house . 350
Sullsge pit 79
Sohool, first portion (4 class rooms) 3,080
Gun drill battety . 3,000
Guard house . . 2,000
Garsge : 7006
(;ymnup:lul B 30780
Hospitsl - one wing - 3,500
Two zymotic huts . 2,000
Ship's Coémpany bidck - 5,000
ﬁip'c Company block - bathrooms., latrinal,

and sullage pit 1,545
‘Seamsnship block . 3,150
Central store CE 2,000
Works depariment 2,000
Boys! field latrine 200
Boys' canteen 480

Alterations and sdditions to Adminiut block )

Warrant Officers'Galley - 2500
Preliminaries and New Entries' Galley
Sundry alterations to main house
Eréct mast from *Tingira® : go
Ship's Company canteen 480
Covared ways 400 .
Contingencies say - 3,190 265,000
Yarniture L - 2,000
CIVIL ZHGINEERING: ‘ )
Pier extenpion umd ‘boat. dqv;ltl 300
Reilwéy siding platform = - . o © 250
Railway lavel crossing 50
Thiree football Iields 300
Two ship's company tennis courts 420
Rosds, pathways, sewarage, maine; ntorm'nter, M
and ccntingencies L. 30,000
£11,320 )
Say £11,400

UECHANICAL EKG;_}}EEBING* :

Two steam hoilers, Disinfector, hot water
service to bath', heating. kitchen
-equipment, and contingencies . 7,200

PBLECTRICAL BNGINZERING -+

Flectre light and power 1nltullution, including
mains and services 3,200

20TAL  £88,700




6,
SBCOND BTAGE (AFTHR OCCUPATION)

BULLRINGS : : ; -
-Recreation Room i 3,000
Fleld Gun shed ; 1,270
Captain's House . i . 2,000
Chapel : 2,430
Sports Pavilion “ 660
Open drill shed 3,190

Contingencies uy 650.

CIVIL ENGINEERING : '

Extension of pier 2,000
Boatslip and repair shed 1 600
Romdways, drainsge, water supply,

etel, and contingencies 5,000

ELECTRICAL ENGINZERIRG o

Eleotiicdl 1ight and power, ineluding

main and services.

T0TAL

THIRD STAGE FUTURE) .

BUILDINGS : N
£
complot%on of Holpital and gymotic . .3,200
huts.

Laundry . 2,100
Further dormitories each 3 490,
Completion of chapel ,000
Completion of school . 1,500
Instructors' block 4,000
Giant stride . 100
Swimming bath i‘ﬁﬁ

CIVIL ENGINEZRING : '

Paootball grounds 400
Railway footbridge 500
BLECTRICAL BENGINRERING :
RFlectric light and power, ircluding
nains and services.
TOTAL

The date fixed for completion of the firet stage im set down s
February, 1927.

COMMITTEE'S INVESTIGATIONS.

The Committee visited the "Tingira", lying in Rose Bay, Sydney,

£13,200

£8,600

£1,500

£24,300

£20,935
£900

_£1,700
£23,535

inspected Osborne House, Geelong, snd obtnincd-evidenne from the Second

Naval Menber of the Commonwealth Naval Board, the Commander of the

e o
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7.
#Pinglra®, the Director of Xaval Works, the Chief Commonwealth Archit-

ect, and others.

PP

The "Tingira®.
5 In 1912, the New South Wales Reformatory Ship *Sobraon", form-
srly & sailing vessel, wae taken over by the Commonwealth Government at
a cost of sbout £15,000, renwied the "Tingira", and at a further expend-
iture of £10,000 was converted into a navsal training ship.
6, The purpose of this naval training achool is to give 12 monthe'
preliminary training to boys between the ages of 14} and 164 years be-

fore they are dvafted to a vessel for sea training. The boys receive

[PPSR S

there tiie ordinary qlementary education, besides instruction in such
technical subjects as gunnery, geamanship, signalling, etc. i
7. During tI;Ae coui‘se‘, the more intelligent and studious lads have B
a chance of enteri'ng' an advanced class and qualifying fbr a higher ret-
ing when they go to sea. Vhen the boys have passed through the school,
limited numbers are selected for various brenches of special work, such .4
as clericel, signalling, wireless telegraphy, etc., but the majority ;
go into the seamen's branch., Their firet sea appointment is to one of

the orqiserl which il_!_ specially detailed for the training of boys at sea.
It is a unit of the squadron, but has a reduced number of able and ord-
inary seamen, its strength being. made up by these trainees.

8. The *Tingira® ia. now 60 ysars old; her timbers are said to be
rotten, and she is very damp. During the Committee's visit, it was
apparent that the accommodation is inadequate for officers, ship's comp-
any, and traineés, and does not provide reasonable comfort for the boys
now being trained on board; and as it was stated in evidence that it is
essential that the Navy obtain sn increase of 400 ratings. before the

middie of 1928, in order td men the new cruisers, it is obvious that

some further training dation ie L TY.
9. An area of about 8% mcrés in Lyne Park near Rose Bay is set
apart for the use of the Fleet, and fhe‘ boys of the training ship play-
their games there, but the area is représented to be not nearly big
enough for the boys slone, spart from the men of the Fledt.

Osborne House.,
10, Osborne House is a large bluestone building wjhich. with its
surrounding grounds comprising about 28 acres, was offgred to the Common=

wealth at the instance of the Geelong Harbor Trust as a free gift, to
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be used for naval purposes, It is a fine level site, with good natural

drainege, situated in the vicinity &f North Geelong Railway Station, and
has frontages to yclboutﬁe-road, ‘Maguire-street, and Corio Bay. Apart
from the advantages of the land, the estsblishment will face sheltered
water, which is necessary for training the boys in beat work; and taken
a]ztogethar, the position is conadered an ideal one for a naval training ]‘
establichment, —— . ]
11, Negotiations are proceeding with the State Government for the ) ‘
transfer to the Commonwealth as m free gift from the Geelong Harbor Trust 3
of the original area and an additional 18 acres of land to round off the ;
property and grovide the recreation space considered necessary. When ;
this ic obtained, it is olaimed that the ares will be sufficient to prove i
ide in the future foz'. 600 or 700 boys, which number, it is stated, will
be ample to meet all needs of the Service. ‘
Other sites, : |
12, The Conmittee ascertained in evidence that before deciding on |
Geelong, ‘conaideration waw given to the location of the establishment at
other sites, viz., George's Head, Sydney, Flind-ers Naval Base, and Jervis
Bey; but all offered some objections.
13. George's Head does not lend itself to the. construction of the
buildings such as are proposed, With regxrd to Flinders Naval Base, it'
was reported that the creation of a boys' naval training establishment
there would entail just as much cost for buildinge as would Geelong, and
in addition a considerable amount for clesring. Moreover, it offeerT
the vitnl objection of mixing the boys and grown men, ‘
14, In regard to Jervis Bay, it was reported that spart from the - .
inadvisability of segregating in a remote locality a large unmarried ‘ b
instructional and maintenance staff for young people, the site presented
many unsulitasble features, the principal being the absence of an sdequaete
supply of fresh water; the waoded, sendy, rocky, and swampy naturs of
the surrounding country, and the _ferot‘ that shelterad water for boat work
couidt only be obtained by the provision of a breskwater at very heavy ~
expense. The investigating officer reported thatan expendituras of probe
ably £276,800 woubd b.e necessary &t Jervis Bay prior to occgpit:t’oﬁ, a‘nd\‘
that the Tunning expenses of tho establishment would be at lasst 27,000 %
per annum more than at Geelong. : I

15. Inquizies were made into the relative qdvsﬁtagey”of training
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boys ashora or afioat, and the Committee was informed thet in the prel-

"f‘,’:.‘?"y training of boys for naval ratings ship work is not neceesay. !
It iw stated that in Britsin naval opinion is practicslly uninimcus i
that training ashore is more efficient than training on a ship, andis 1
as much as 90% cheéaper. The ship training of boye hae been practically %
abandoned in Britain; only one training ship is now in use, and it is
beins' retained only until an additionel shore establishment is lIdllblC.'i
Buildinge. ‘
16. it was explained in evidence that the whole system of grouping j
the bni—iding-‘il to a large extent based on the latest principles adopt- !
ed at Shot’lleyv.‘ England. )

In the case of the dormitories, single stories are suggested
becauseé they mmkes for euuier' supervision, In these buildings the boys
sleep in hammocks, and on turningout in the morning the hammocks will
be made up and stowed away, leaving lthp whole of the dormitories free
for dining snd other purposes; the object being to mccustom the lads
to naval habits before they go to sea.

It was ascertained in evidence that the Oltim.ute submitted
provides for the construction of the main buildings in weatherboard snd
fibro-cement. All the witnesses examined, 'however, intimeted that con-
struction. in brick would be preferable as giving the establishment a
greater suggestion of permanency, lessening the cost of maintenance,
and reducing the riek of fire. This method of construction was put
forward msinly.on the score of expense, as it was stated that constr-
uction in brick would 1ncresa'e the cost to the extent of probably 20%,
or =an additions) amount of about £13,000 on the establishment.

After giving the matter careful consideration, the Committee
is of opinion that this extra most is justified, and vecommends that ~
it be incurred so far as the principal buildings sre concenne-d.

Water Supply.

It was stated in evidénce that an 8-inch main passes along the
western boundary of the property, and it is intqndcd. to connect to this
s 4-inch main for the estsblishment's supply. It is re;ortéd. thet by
this meins an excellent water supply will be made ‘va}Inblo to meet a1l
normal present and future needs, and give' sdequate pressure for ul‘a in

cage of fire.
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Fire Protesation. )
18, Protection against possible outbreak of fire is provided by
the location at points selected under the direction of the Chief of the ‘
L‘{re Brigades Board of 14 hydrants., At each hydrant will be placed a
box containing 200 fest of hose. ) ]

Sewerage. l

19. kS 12-inch pipe connected with the Geslong main ocutfall sewer
is being laid through the centre of the property, and permission is
being obtained to connect to this the sewsge reticulation from the est-
eblishment.

Electric Light and Power.
20.. The Geelong electriec light transmigssion line rune along the
southern boundary of the property, and from this additional lines are
being laid to serve the establishment. It was sta‘tgd in evidenge that
current will be available st a price of 6d. per unit. foi‘ lighting, and
for power according to the following scale : First 100 units, 44d. ver
unit; next 500 units, 24d. per unit, and next 1900 units, 24, per unit,
sufficient current will be available to meet all normal needs.

Title to the Property.

21. It was ststed in evidence th;t apart from letters received in-
timating that the original aves of about 28% ascres was being handed to

the Commonwealith as a free gift by the Geelong Harbor Trust for use as a

naval college, the Commonwealth p no. do tary title to the
property. Negotiations have been in train for some time for meking avail-
able to the Commonwealth an sdditional 184 acres on the same terms, but it

was stated thatlegislative scotion on the part of the State of Victoria is

necsasary b'e.f‘ore this can be finalised,

The Committee considers that it is essent.ial that the Coxmnomr'ealth
should pﬁeses‘a 2 clear title to the whole of the 464 mcres required for
the establishment before entering upon the large expenditure contemplated,
and recommends that no further expenditure be incurred until such a title
is obtained. '

COMMITTEE'S DECISION.

22, With this reservetion as to title, the Committee i satisfied
from its investigation ﬁnt. an establishment of the clmss contemplated
is necessary, and that Geelong offers an ideal aite for its location; |

and recommends that when the land becomes Commonwealth property necessary




T -

i1.

-

construction work he put in hand s sarly as poseible.

Chatrman.

Office of the Parlismentary Standing Committes on Publie Worke,
Federsl Parlisment House, Melbourne,

22nd, September, 1925.




