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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMIITEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

ERECTION OF COMMONWEALTH OFFICES, BRISBAN

REPORT.

The Parliamentary Standing Committee' on Public Works, to which His Excellency the
Governor-General in Council referred, for investigation and report, the question
. of the érection of Commonwealth Offices, Brishane, has the honour to report as
follows :—
’ INTRODUCTORY.

1. Facing the Central Railway Station, Brisbane, is an ares of land bounded by Ann,
Edward, Adelaide, and. Creek streets. Of this area, a block having frontages of 132 feet to Ann
and Adelaide -streéts by about 295 feet. alon% Creelc-street is privately owned; the adjoining
block, 132 feet to Ann and Adelaide streets, by a depth of 295 feet, was the property of the
Commonwealth, and the remainder was State.property.

2, For some time a proposal has been under consideration to provide an ornamental
square in' front of the entrance to the Central Railway Station, Brisbane, and in 1921 an
arrangement was arrived at under which: the State and Commonwealth agreed to make available
strips.of land having frontages of 166 feet and 34 feet respectively by the full depth of their land—
the. block of 200 feet by about 205 feet. to be. then vested in the Brishane City Council for the
purpose of forming an ornamental square to be known as the Anzac Memorial Square. It was
slso agreed that sufficient land should be made available by the State and Commonwealth to
enable the City Council to widen Ann and Adelaide streets by 14 feet.

3, In 1922, the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works reported on and
recommended a, proposal to- erect on the reduced Commonwealth area a block of offices for
taxation and other Commonwealth purposes. It was suggested that this building should' be
of five stories, providing approximately 86,000 square feet of effective space, and cost £115,000.

4. To give effect to this Committes’s recor dation, all preparations had been made
to call*tenders for the erection of the building, but during 1923, representatives of the City of
Brisbane waited on the Acting Prime Minister, Dr. Barle Page, and asked that the erection of
the building should not be proceeded with, as an endeavour was being made to get a larger square,

5. Extended negotiations then took place between the Commonwealth and State
Governments, the Brisbane City Council, and the Returned Soldiers’ Association, with the object
of the Commonweslth and State Governments donating additional strips of their land: towards
a civic improvement scheme, consisting of o public square incorporafing with it a site for a
Soldiers” Memorial intended to be erected by public subseription.

6. As a result of these negotiations, the Commonwealth and State Governments each
agieed to hand over an additional 12 ft. 6 in, of land, thereby meking an ornamental square
225 feet wide by the full depth of the block.

PRESENT PROPOSAL.

7. The gioposal now submitted to the Committee is that on the remaining area of
Commonwealth property, having frontages of approximately 86 ft. 74 in. to Ann and Adelaide
streets, by a depth of 269 ft. 4 in., there be erected a building for the purpose of housing those
Commonwealth activities at- present occupying rented premises in Brisbane.

The building suggested: is of seven stories, to be constructed with a granite base and stone
facing for two. stories-high, and above that brick or concrete plastered to imitate stone. It will
be of the usual fire-proof construction, with concrete floors 73-in. thick supported by steel
pillars encased in-¢oncrete, and having steel window sashes and a flab Toof. It is planned to
give large open floor space, with two indented light areas each 26 feet wide, thus making ample
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provision for effective natural lighting. The height of the ground floor will be 13 ft, 1} in., and
all other-floors 11 {t. T4 in. Two main staircases will be iintroduced into the byilding, as well
as four electrical lifts each 6 ft. x 7 ft. 'There will be four groups of lavatories on each floor, and
three strong rooms of sizes 23 ft, x 12 ft., 5 ft. x 8 ft., and 6 ft. x 8 {t. on each floor. There is no'
suggrgtion of heating the building, and the cleaning will be carried out by portable vacuum-cleaning
machines.

The building as pfoiioged“‘vill provite effective office ?pam,ﬁexcludipg easentip]; corridars,
light areas, staircases, antl lavdtoriés—of* 96780 square fest. a

ESTIMATED COST.

8. The estimated cost of the p )1 a8 subnitted to the C ittee is set down at
£170,464, and the time fixed for iconjp‘letiqn’two,and'éa half to three years from date of
commencement.

COMMITTEE'S INVESTIGATION.

9. The Committee took evidence in Melbourne from the Chief Commonwealth Architect
and in Syduney from a representative of: the Commeonwealth Bank, nd then- visitédl Biisbane,
where-inspections were. made of existing premises and avidence taken. from the Mayor of Greater
Brisbane, representativés of the"State Government, and the Returned Soldiers’ Association, and
from the Comuignwealth Wotks Director; the' Comimonwealth Public'Service Inspector, Deputy
Commissioner of Repatriation, the Deputy Commissioner of Taxation and others.

. {GERERAL Post (OFRIOR. Buimnpnic,
10. A cateful-inspection. was made of the Gengril 'Post Office Buildir

view to-asceftaining :whebher any of the Departments now oécupying rented p
provided for inthotbuilding. It'was stated'in-evidence that on completion 6f thy
Telephone Excliange Building now in course-of ereétion, = space 6t approkirnately [
feet would be vacated-by :thesexisting mnnual-:telephonefe)icﬁange. 10f this-approxifi; \‘,e}y%

feet awill probahly be requiredfor-the Postal Institute Officers™ luncheon’ Ation xdoi
now located.-in dark.and unspitabl the-b: t

Jarkand ble.quarters in the<bas huthe opiriion ofsthe'Committee-
the-space. xemaining ds ndt suitable for the accommodation -of 'those Depattmients iyndér
congideration which, moreover, could .only be regarded s ocoup¥ing the-space. on Siifferancemiil
reguired for-postalipurposes. B ' T

111. -Experience in 6ther cities hasshown that in recent years_postal re
enormously expanded, and with-the increase of populationand ﬁre'ater ‘dévelopinent
in Queensland, the gome:fact:will be.evidenced in Brish “The Committeettheréfore considered
it wise to leave.the postal .arep-free for-theultimate:development of the various activities-6f:that
Department. ’ B P

0

'Ex1sTivG ‘RENTED OFFIOES. T
12:'Tt ~was stated in evidence that approximately 97,000 squaze.feet.of, office.space;ignow
rented for' Cotpmonwedlth purposes in"Brié%l;ne at a cost, of g ) “& 5,000 je; annum, z;&:ﬁhat'
a coniderable portion 6f this accommodation is unsuitible and ina d ¢ utes 5
grivvetine Tisk. TR
13. “After personllly inspecting this existing office accommadation ,and hearix, the.evide
of the principal Commonwealth officials, the Committes is satisfied that.more édeqﬁdé;aonvéhi&m~
hygienic and fire-vesisting premises are necessary. Tt is considared tha greater.convenience tothe
public and increased economy and’ efficiency might be éxpected to result-from. ﬁhe.poneemtlaw
& the l;;nm]:al activities of the Copmofnweal'th inf cezgjr_al Dosition in its own building, and the
mmittee is unan y of opinion that ‘the: erection of Commonweg] Nces . i
Brisbane should:be proceeded with. . ¢ . oomwesith: ofiogs. fn-

&
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14. The land upon which it is proposed to erect the: fiew' building was handed b
thlfi Shtattﬁ t% the (‘ommolrélx]vgalth asa {grimsgérred yroper}tly in 190l at a valiatiou o?j‘i??);ﬁgge:po}’;
which the Commonwealth is paying 3} per cont. to the State G t. It is, ab present,
regarded as being'worthvcamiderablg mqrg. overnment. 1t i, af pre t'l?’

15. Al the evidence Sbtained by the Corbmnittee.indicated fhab it ds suiteBle forshuilding.
purposes and in a position. conveniexit for bljej,g‘ﬂ‘blicind’lb’r' the bﬁici;lé'%uliévglgégﬁghemin.
The ‘level of Ann-street -is approximately 26 deet sbove that of Adelaide-street, so -that..
accommodation on the ground floor at the Ann-street end will not be quite.as good.as regards
light'agin other portions of the-building, although some help maybe obtained by.an ht
of prism Yights in the pavement. | o o

v

[T ' ‘BUILDINGS:

167 Tit 1922) when the Comnittew iivestigated. the pro)iosﬂl‘ to erect Commonwedlth
Officés- it Brishiané, it” obtained froni’ the awthorized representdtive of the State Goverfment
an agsurance that, with the formation of the central ornamentsl square, the State wouldl,
when utilizing its property for building.purposes; eréet structures in architectural harmony
with those erected Pby the Commonwealth, put stignlated that the State Architect should

‘Have aii opfiorbutiity’ to confer with, the Commonwealth Architect, and examing the plans
Gf' the' propoted Commonwealth building béfore Hhieir final adopfion. Since the déciglon
to* ihcreass “the size of thie squire, a conference has been held' Between representatives of the:

State and Ct wealth Governments and of the. Greater Brisbane City Council, and approval
given for the-proposed buildinng-in atcordance with the plans submitted to the-C: 7

17, A building of the design indicated meets. with, the approval of the. Committee, which
is ll:intgnimg}uslg of opinion that it would prove eminently suitable for the purpese for which it
ikittehded) T ’

Size or TuE BUILDING.

18. The building as planned will have a length of about 269 feet, which will be divided
by the indented light areas into three spproximately.equal secti he floor space aveilable
in the firs ox Ann-street section will amount to 33,684 square feet ; the first and second sections
together will contain 64,530’ square feet; and the whole building 96,730 square fect of effective
G sfiice. : ‘ . '

" 19, It was stated in evidérice that the Commonwealth Departments in Brisbane ab present
oceupying rented premises are :—

Electoral, .. . . . 2,360 square feet.
Workss aitd’Railwajs’ .. . 3f600 »
Pensions™ .+ . . .. . .. Lgg »
Taxation .. . e . .. 4850 »
Audit . .. . - . .. 1220 W
‘Dairy Inspection .. - . - . 500 "
- Navigation and Lighthouses .. .. .. .. 3180 »
i Meéat Inspector . .. .. . .. 500 M
‘Public Service Inspector .. .. .. .. K300 N
‘Quakantine .. . . .. n3ee:
Sub-Treasury .. . .. . .. 1210 »
Attorney-General. ... .. .. .. 630
War Service Homes .. o .. . .. 4,800 »

Total . . . - ..o9m20

- Allowing' for probable expansion of Déﬁattmen‘ts_ over & period of ten years, the
Commonwealth' requiréinénts might-be taken roughly at 35,000 square feet.
© 20. It wagexplained in evidence that. the reason for Qesigning s building of the size
proposed is to utilize available land which is at present unproductive; \vhjle the aesthetic vahie
i &e square would. naturally be enhanced by tho-eompletion of the architectural feature along
the whole of its eastern side at once. Although it may not be considered within the legitimate
functions-of the C jealth to provide office accommodation for lease:to private individuals,
it was suggested thst any riodation not réquired for Commonywealth purposes. might be
made available for other public instrumentalities, as on the estimates prepared it was shown
that if the whole building were proceeded with space could be rented at the low price of about
3s. per square foot per annum. With this objeot in view, information was sought from
representatives of the State Government and of the Commonwealth Bank, to ascertgin whether
any’such accomtiodition -would'be:required' by thend.
OraEr: REQUIREMENTS.
9%. Ab.a result.of the.Commitfee’s investigation it may be stated: that-the Comimonwealth
Benk is d to lease st dation to the extont of 10,000 square feot of effective office
space ; the Queensland Main Roads' Coramission 15,000 anid thie State Governnient 10,000 feet.
: ) RepATRIATION DEPARTMENT.
92, Tt was stated in evidence that the Repatriation Department is located in a b}xilding
itable for its Tequir ts, and inconveniently situated from the point of view of the sick and.
Timbless soldiers who have to attend from:time to time:at.that office. This buﬂdlng'Wasrpugchas%d‘
and fitted up for its present purposes some years ago and-has cost the Cc iwedlth approximately
£10,000. The evidence received.indicated that there should be no. difficulty: in‘disposing of these
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premiges at a price which would recoup the Commonwealth for its expenditure. thereon, and if

this be so, the Committee considers that this Commonwealth activity, which requires approximately

{.)0,.(1)((1).0 square feet of office space, might with advantage also be located: in the proposed. new
uilding. } . .

Lu~oneor Roon. ) e
. 23. During the course of the inquiry a. suggestion was made that provi ipxj‘should,bg
included in this building for a luncheon room, following, the pfactice of many, large
firms and some government offices ‘in thus catering for the convenience and comfort of their
employees, ) : S
. 24. Whilsh members are averse from recommending anything in the nature of an elahorate
catering establishment, the Committes. is unanimously of opinion that space should be.set aside
in the building for the purpose indicated, and. recommends accordingly. -
95, It was shown that the luncheon and recrcation rooms in the present Genoral Post
Office have an area of approximately 5,000 square feet, and it is considered that about 4,000
feat would be ample in this instance.

FepEraL MemBERs' Roows.

.. 26, The provision of office space for Ministers, Federal Memb and Committees in
Brishane, is very inconvenient and inadequate, and it is recommended that accommodation sliould
be seb aside to the extent of about 2,800 square feet in the proposed building to meet these
requirements, : '

SUMMARY.

27. Summarized, therefore, the amount of space required may be set-down at—
Existing Departments in rented buildings allowing for normal

expansion over a period of 10 years .. .. .. ... 35,000 sq. ft.

Repatriation Department .. . .. .. .. 10,000,
Luncheon room .. .. . . . o 4000,
Federal Members, Ministers and Committees .. o 2,800,
Commonyealth Bank .. .. .. .. .. 10,000
State Government .. .. . .. . « 10,000 ,,
Mein Roads Commission - . .. . .. 15,000 ,,

Total . .. .. e .. 86;800 ,,

28. Although these figures still leave an excess in the new building of nearly 10,000 square
feet of space, the Committee is aware that it has been the experience in all States that requirements
have been under-estimated rather than over-estimated. The fact, also, has not been lost sight of
that there is a possibility of the formation of new departments or extension of presént-functions
which may demand further accommodation ; and it is safe to-assume that 10 years hence Commoni-
wealthtz;gtwitles in Brisbane may be vastly different from anything that can be visuslized at the
presen me.,

DECISION.

. 29. After carefully reviewing the whole matter, therefore, the Committee is i ly
of opinion that the erection of a sevensstory building to cover the whole of the: Commonwealth
%’rqperty between Adelaide and Ann streets, as suggested by the Department of Works and

ailways, be proceeded with. o

MATERTALS.

30. As previously stated, an agreement has been arrived at between representati f
the Commonwealth and State Governments and the Greater Brisbane Council tlll)at :ﬂeab:ﬁgi:g
to be constructed should have & granite base, stone facing for two stories high, and above that
brick or concrete plastered to imitate stone. In view of the class of material available Jocally
};he. Co:}xlmllt;fg? difz umﬁmuxﬁotlx]sly I?t;fa 9p1(111i;>rn that the §ra3ite and sandstone proposed to be used. in.

acing the buil should be obtained from b} ies.
g Queensland quarries 9~ L. Ww

_G. H. MACKAY,
Cheirman.”
Office of the. Parlia tary Standing C

TFederal Parliament House, Canberrs,
23rd May, 1927.

on Public Works,

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE.

(Laken at Melbourne.)
107 MARCH, 1097,

Prosent:
Mr. Maoxay, Chairman;
Setiutor Barnes. Mr. Lacey
Senator Payhe Mr. McGrath
‘Senator Reid I Mr. Seabrook.
Mr. Cook.

Jghn Sinith, Mirdooh, DitectorGenoral of Works, aind
Chiof Architett, Dipartment of Works and Railways,
swoin and éxainined,

1, To the Chaiyman—~The proposed erection. of
Qbmimed h officds in Brisk has heen before the
Conifnitten in several forms, The following minute
to ‘Oabinet by the Minister for Works and' Railways,,
dated 1st February, 1027, sets dut the:position :—

JIn 1028; the Parlismentary Standing 'Committecon Public
Works, recommended that & first section of this building
should he erected on the yaluable city site held by the Com-
monwéalth ‘in Brisbatip, “To ‘give elfect ‘to ‘the Committea’s
redomiendatioh, il préparations -Had -been 'ade to chil
tenders for.ercetion of tite building, but action vns suspended,
whichk were made to the.
rther donstion of portion
2 reviously promiised,

Acting Prime Minister, that
of "tho ‘dite, additional ‘to the  pbr

1d ‘he ‘made. ‘towardis o ‘tivie Tiirovement echeme, coh-
ng,,ol h Piiblic Square, -indorporating with-it-a site for
ldiers’ memorial,, intended to be erected Ly public subr
seription.

This Yequest led o esténdett
Foderal and ‘State -Governments, Co
the Returned Soldiers' Associntion; until Nuslly an ‘ifiprove-
ment -scheme was evolved on lines ragreeable o =all these
inferested .parties, .

‘As a contribution to thiy last scheme, the Cabinet, upon
(the Minidter's ‘recoinmendation, agreed’ to the surrender of
an #dditional 12 ft. O ‘in. ‘frontage of ths ConinonyekIth
land,,which, ywith the previous donation of 34 fest, represents
ajtotal, frontape-of 48 ft. ¢ in.

‘The Cabi inutes stated. that “ the Attorney General's
Départment Was vérbally ronsultéd in regard to the present

<,

sisti

e

+ fiegotidtions - tho
‘the Brisbant and'

roposal to 'Incréase -the “width of land "to be surrendered
frbm 40 feet. to 48 ft. 6 'in., -and’ 'wis advised thint, strictly
nee king, the matter should be referred again. to the Public
Works Committeo; but it was suggested that the chse could

bo met by ‘te Minfster for Works and Railways explaining
tho fmatier toithe Houke, perhaps on a mbtion of rdjourn-
ment, by which means 'the House would he fully informed
of the action the Government proposed to twke.” However,
T'did not Hieve an opportunity to inform the House..

1t ‘to e’ that hirther referance will have to be made,
béear tho- ‘building propossl béen necedsarily greatly
altered -by the- riew di

Committec's provicus investi
future ocoupation of the Iy

tions, icoiditions affecting thé
ng, and ~ns})ects of it .connected
dan the i

8
s of ‘the-site, -and, sinee ‘the

bofore the Committec previously the scheme was to
donate 40 feet frontage of Commonwealth land, which
approximately measured 132 feot by 295 feet, having
froutages to Adelnide and Ann streets. The Queens-
land Government agreed to cede 160 feet frontage for
tlie purpose of crenting o square 200 feet wide in the
contre of Brisbane. This proposal was reported upon
by the Cominittee, and agreed to by Patlinment, but
subsequently there was an agitation in Brisbane for an
onlarged square; the prevailing opinion being that. the
whole-aven.included in the Ann, Adelaide, Edward, and
Creek. 'strect frontages -should bo made into a square.
However, that scheme ‘wis not accepiable, either to
the State -or 'Commonwenlth Governments, and o doad-
lock occurred. 1t was then suggested that both Go-
veinments might be induced to increase their donations:
of land sor ns to make it possible to have a square
925 feet wide instead of 200 feet wide. This was con-
sidered at n public meeting in Brisbane. Both Govern-
ments agreed to make the extra contribution of land.
In that forin, the proposal was acceptable to the Greater
Byighane ‘Council, and aleo to the committee having in
hand ‘the proposal to ercet n soldiers’ memorial. ~In
addition to the donation of 46 ft. 6 in. of Common-
wealth ‘land, the Commonwoalth is also widening
Adelaide and Aun streets. The State Govermment
pioposes. to widen Amn-street from 66" feet to SO feot.
Adelnidle-streot has been Widened alroady. When the
Conitaittee investigated the proposal to erect Com-
monvenlth offices in TBrisbane, in 1022, it obtained
from an authorized representative of the State Go-
vernmeiit an assurance that, with the formation of a
cehfral ornnmental square, the State would, when
\itilizing, its property for building purpeses, ereet
stFuctures in architectural haimony with those erected
by the Commonwealth, but stipulated that the State
architect should have an opportunity to: confer with
‘ommonwenlth architect, and to examine the plans
the proposed Ci alth building, before their
final. adoption. When it was_decided to increase the
square from 200 to 285 feet, I took steps to plan the
Commonwealth building for the reduced area avail-
able.. When all excisions are made, the land available
will enable a building 269 ft. 4 in. by 86 ft. 7} -in, to
be crected. The Comtnonweaith is anxions to have
better accommodation for its departments in Bris-
bane; and so that no time may be lost, T immediately
set about revising the building scheme to suit the
ngw area. 1 saw both. the Mayor of Brishane and the
Ubief Ofticer of the State Dublic Works Department
in Brisl The Mayor 2eked me to prepare a plan

plblic hitordst P
, 'hidve nlso clianged.

The- fember for Brisbane is being. locdlly pressed to “in-
fluence progress with the work, and as Parlinment will not
neet until the 2nd proxime, I récomimend that the proposal
he referred to the 'Public Works Comunittes by the Governor-
General, in_accordance with provision under seetion 15 {71
of the -Piiblic Woiks Committee det' 101321,

The 'Cabinet having, approved of the ininife, the pro-
posal now before the Committee is as’to the form of
bililding: to oreéted on the smallar area. The
Government having. agreéd fo give the Jand agked for,
steps afe mow being taken By the Crown Selicitor to
propare. flie deed of submidsion. Consequently, the
Committee is not called upon to investigate the dona-
tion of ‘the additional land. When 'this propossl was
F.3998. 3

50 as to give the scheme a start. Aceordingly, [ pre-
pured three alternative schemes, and sent copies of
them to the Mayor of Brishane, the State Public
Works Department, und to our own oflicer in Bris-
bane, with a request that they should confer and come
to 4n. agreement, particularly as to height end character
of the building, as well as the materials to be em-
ployed. It is desivable that both the Commonwealth
and State buildings should be similar in design and
harmonious in other respects. 'The negotiations pro-
cceded amieably. Rep ives of the C

wealth, the State Government, and the Greater HBris-
bane Council, agreed that the adoption of one of
the alternative schemes submitted would mcet the




views of all concerned. They gave approval for the
creetion of a buildiug seven stories high, with a granite
busc, and stone facing for two stories Ligh, and above
that brick or concrete plastered to imitate stone. T ap-
prove of that scheme, as it will mako it possible to
crect suitable buildings without invelving undue
eapinditure. 1 submit for the information of the
Committee, preliminary sketch plans of the proposed
Commonvwealth building: It will have a floor space
of 96,730 square feet, as compared with 86,000 square
feet in the previous scheme. This does not include cor-
ridors essential to the working of the building, stair-
enses, or lavatories, Sinco the proposal was under con-
sideration by the Committee proviously, the Common-
wealth requirements as regards accommodation in
Brisbane are not so great, because the Commonwealth
has effected’ certnin admimstrative economies in con-
nexion with the Taxation Department. The building
will derive its light from Ann and Adelaido. streets,
and also from- the square, as well as from two indented:
light areas ench 26 feet wide. The design of the
building is such as to make us indopendent of lighting
from the fourth side, although-until \‘,Ee time comes when
the owners of the adjacent Jand there build up to the
height. of the Commonwenlth building, we. shall be
able to obtain light from that side also. It may bo
possible to obtain permanent air and light there,
because: I think it probable that, in. the scheme for
the development of the private property adjoining
the C 1th land, an g may be made
for an easement for nir and light, Provision has been
made to serve the existing building on the private land
by making an_entranee from Adelnidestreet to the
back of the building. If that principle is adopted in
the future development of the private property,
it may be possible, as I lave suggested, to
obtein permanent air and light. In fact, we ean put in
windows to admit. light, and all the neighbouring
proprietors could do would be to ercet hoardings to
block it. I have said that the new area, after all the
surveys have been made, shows that there will be
available for actual building, a frontage of 86 ft. 73 in.
to Ann-street and Adelnide-street, and 269 ft. 4 fn. to
the square. The Committee will see that, by the system

described as

accommodation in this respeot will be. provided for any
prospective occupants of the building, A stronge
room, 23 feet by 12 feet, i provided on each floor, as
well as two strong:rooms, 5 feet by 8 feot, and one
6 feet' by 8 feet. No attempt Lias been made to aceom-
modate any department on any particular fleor; but,
judging from experience, thero is no doubt that ample
strong d will be ded in the
building. Personally, T do not place a great deal of
importance upon strong-rooms, as I regard the whole
building ns a strong-room, 1t will not _contain any-
thing liable to invite the attention of burglars; but
doubtless, income tax returns and similar documents of
a private nature, will be kopt under specially safe cus-
tody. The level of Ann-street is high when compared
with the level of the aquare, and accommodation on the
ground floor at the: Ann-strect end of the building will
not be quite so good as regards. light as. in other por-
tions of the building. When the dopartments are
settled, that portion of the building on the lower floor
may be used for the storage of papers, and. records.
It is not altogether deficient in natural light, as some
lighting will' be "obtained from Ann-strect by an
arrangement. of prism lights in the pavement. The
estimated cost of the whole building is £170,464, The
engincering services: contained in the estimates include
£10,000 for four lifts, and £6,000 for electric light
and power. There is no suggestion to heat the build-
ing, and the vacuum-cleaning will be carried our
by portable vacuum-cleaning” machines. The time
which the building will take to comstruet will: de.
pend largely upon the contractor who undertakes
the work; but it should be completed within two and
a half to three years. The site was automatically
transferred to the: Commonwenlth as a transferred
property at a valuation. of £20,000. When the scheme

was before the Committeo some time ngo, the site was.

then cstimated to be worth £25,000, The Common-
wenlth: has been paying interest on the £20,000 since
the land was nequired; but this can be only regarded

ns & book debt. The site Is at present. regarded. as.

being worth about £37,500, which I think is a con-
servative estimate: The site is an important one in
the l‘(‘;lll‘q of the City of Brisbane, and is nt present

of lighting adopted, the building may be
consisting of three separate blocks, It is exactly on
the same lines as that shown on the plaus previously
bofore the Committee; but the building is to be erccted
on a smaller site. The seven floors will contain an
area of 96,730 feet over and above lifts, lavatories, and'
staireases, The height of the ground floor will be
13 ft. 1% in.; the first floor, 12 ft. 13 in.; and all other
floors, 11 ft. 73 in. The nrens of ench block can be
conveniently subdisided into the uecessary  accom-
modation required by the departments which will
occupy the building. For fustance, protisivn can be
made for large or sma!l rooms, or a combination of
Loth. Tt is propusced to futroduce twou main staircases
to the building cccupying, positions at the ends of
the light arens deseribed.  Within thesc staircases,
it is° proposed to hwve clectrient lifts, ench
8 feet by 7 feet, and in addition a further two lifts of
the same size on the Aunstrect and Adelaide-street
sides to the building: These will, of course, fave the
corridors, and give access tu the working, aress of the
huilding.
corridors of the bLuilding, whieh are approached from
Adelaide-street and Ann-street, There is a corridor
10 feet wide running right down the building, from
which all lifte will open. There are similar corridors
on each floor, wr.d access will easily be available to
all the space to be occupicd, either by the Common-
wealth Government or by the State Departments,
should they oceupy a purtion of the building. There
will be_ four groups of lasatories an each foor, cach
containing W.C.'s, Iavatory basins and urinals. Ample

The lifts are all served from the main.

p tive, h Governm activities
in Brisbane are being carried on in expensive and,
in most enses, highly undesirable promises, and from
an economic point of view, the situation is paradoxical.
We have estimated the price at which space
could be profitably let at about 25, 6d. a fout
a yenr if the whole building were occupied,
The: Depurtments in Brisbane at present oceupy-
ing remted spaec ave us follow:—Electora] De-
purtment, 2,360 feet, Works and Railways, . 3,600
feet, Pensions Departiuent, 1,520 feet; Taxation De-
partment, £,850° feet; JAudit bcpnrtment, 1,220 feat;,
Dairy Inspection Branch, 500 feet; Ment Inspector,
500 feet; Public Serviee Offices, 1,300 feet; Quaran-
tine Offices, 1,300 fcet, Sub-Trensury, 1,210 fect; and
Attorney-General, 830 square feet. The space ocen-
pied by these Deprrtments varies from. time tc time;
but it may be said that they are now occupying, a)-
proximately 20,000 feet. Considering the prubabl.
expansion of depaitments vver a period of ten years,
the requirements will be about 26,383 square feet, which
T suggest should be taken as 30,000 square fect. From
memory, T think the rentals paid by departments
ocetpying remted properties emount to abons £6,000;
that was the figure last submitted to the Committee,
but it may bave incressed since then. The pioposak

is to provide 96,000 square feet, although the Com-

monwealth is likely to require only 80,000 square feet
say, within the next ten years, This proposal involves
u surplus. of 80,000 feet, which the Commonwenlth is
not likely to occupy for a good many years. The
Committee could nscertain whether it wonld be good

business to proceed with the whole or a portion of the
building in order to utilize all of the land. [ take it
that it would bo a factor in influencing the Committes
to come to o decision if some of the State or muni-
cipal' dopartments could bo induced to oceupy a por-
tion of the building at the vey attractive rate at which
the Commonwealth could afford to make spaze avail
able. T do not suggest that the Conumonwealth should
provide accommodation to rent to private porsons
and thus compete with investors in the field of
private enterprise, particularly as the Commonwealth
is in a superior position in the matter of eouts, since
the Commonwenlth pays no rates or taxes, and can
command money at a cheaper rate, and on which it
hag not tor earn a profit” I think I am within
the mark in saying that, in providing building avcon.
modation of this nature, & private investor would liave
to chdrgo bs, a foot. in order to obtain a fair return on
his eapital. It is true that & building one half the
size of thdt proposed would meet present require
ments, and' the only object in providing the extra
space is to utilize valuable land which at presont is
vnproductive, Another alternative is that the Com-
monwealth might erect a building which would liberally
meet its i and lot the inder of the land
on a building lease, provided that the building to be
erected followed the same lines architecturally as that
now undet consideration. I should like to see the whole
sito gecupied, as I am-anxious that the appearance of
the Square should receive some tonsideration. If the

whole building is not completed, the Square will not.

present o very attractive appearance for many years,
and the land would still e practically idle, If
some expedient could be adopted whereby the whole
building could' be erected, it would not mean a loss to
the Commonweslth, and as I have snid, I think it
may bo possible: to induce State: and municipal de-

partments to ocoupy s large portion, particularly at the.

attractivo rental of 2s. 6d, a synare foot. The bend of
the Central Roads Board has already informed me that
ko s anxious'to obtain about 16,000 square feet for his
department. There is also a probability that the Ruil-
way Department, which is. occupying indifferent office
accommodation, would also be willing to take some
space, Public opinion in Brishane is to the effect that
the Railway Offices should be demolished and. Adelaide-
street extended. I think it is possible also that the
Commonwenlth Bank. authoritics might be induced to
take a considerable floor space of the building, Recently;
I designed a mew building for the Bank in Queen-
strect, and from what I know of the operations. of the
institution, and from the way in which Brisbane is

rowing, I hold the opinion that the Commonwealth

ank will ot be able to carry out all.its general banking:

and savings bank business for any length. of time in the:

3

Maeteorological Department to housc the officials in
charge of their work alongside: the instruments on the
centre portion of the roof. The plan also shows that
provision is.to be made for shelters for the staff during
hours of recrention and leisure; but since the building
is likely to be larger than is. necessary for Common-
wenlth requirements, I suggest that the Committee dis-
regard the shelter provisions—these can be added later.
The windows will be of steel, and the building will be
of the usual fire-proof construction, concrete floors 73
inches in thickness being supported by steel pillars in-
eased in concrete. If the Committeo finds that it cannot
recommend the erection of the entire building, possibly
it will make & recommendation. for its ereetion*in sec-
tions. In that event, T suggest that if one or two
sections be app d of, building ions start from
Ann-street. Should two sectigns only be built at the
outset, it might be possible to lease the land to be
occupied by the third seetion on building lease for, say,
50 ycars, on the understanding that the building to be
erccted on it should conform with the general design.
We had the same problem in Perth, where we secured
land for Commonwealth requirements for the next
century and let portion of it for 50 years on a building
lease.  We. are now getting a high return from
that investment. The frontage in, Adelaide-street,
being more valuable than the Ann-street frontage, would
return a greater revenue if let on building lease. It
is not. necessary for Government offices to occupy the
most valuable portion of the land. The design of the
building can be readily adapted for office accommoda-
tion, and I have no doubt that investors would take
up -a proposition of the kind suggested. There need
be no objection to shops being provided on the ground
floor of the Adelaide-sirect frontage. If one section
only be erected, the floor space accommodation will be
33,084 square feet. This will hardly be sufficient for
Commonwealth requirements, because the two lower
floors on that frontage are mot very well lighted as
the Luilding will be up ngainst the retaining wall in
Ann-street. The cost of the first section will be about
£69,148. This works out at.a rental of 35, 10d. u square
foot. The erection of two seetions would provide 64,530
square feet at & probable cost of £121,875, or 3s, 3d.
a square foot; but this cost will be offset by a rental
obtained from the 92 feet of land which will be avaijl-
able on building lesse. Brisbane is growing so- rapidly
that I feel sure there will be no diffieuly in inducing
private enterprise to adopt the proposal, though I am
hopeful that the public may be able te e.joy the whole
of the building.

2. To Senator Reid.—1 think that if the Adeluide-
street frontage is let on huilding lease there will be no
objection by the lessee to a provision that the building
Eyu'fz.rnnform with the design of the Commonwealth

new Queen-strect building. The C 1th Bank,
ag members of the Committee are aware, has a monopoly
of the savings bank business in Queensland, and the
work is' so enormous that I am of the opinion that,
the Governor of the Bank may deem it advisable to
at, least partially divorce the savings bank operations
from the general banking business in Brisbane. If so,
then I know of no better accommodation. in Brisbane
than would be afforded by the ground floor of the pro
posed Commonwealth offices. There will be no premises
in the whole of Brisbane more.suitable for savings. bank
work, because it will be ¢pposite. the railway station,
on the. tram line, and fronting the Square; so that. de.
positors—experience shows that in savings: bank. busi-
ness these include a large number.of women and children
—will b most conveniently accommodated.. It would
be a most desirable .place for savings. bank business if
the € Ith Bank authorities could:he induced to
look at it in that way.. There will be.a flat roof to the
building, and arrangements are to be made with the

g, becanse no better arrangement ean be made,
and for the period of its. oceupation there should be
no reason why shops could not be put in. My hope
ia that the Committee will be able to recommend the
adoption of the scheme in its entirety, because even if
it is in excess of Commonwealth requirements, it should
be possible to utilize the whole of the accommodation.
One State Department in Brisbane has already sshed us
ta make available over 16,000-square feet, T should like
tn see the Commonwealth Savings Bank occupy the
whole of the ground floor aud conduct its operations
from Adelaide-street right through to. Ann-street. 1
think that the bank will require that much space in u
few years’ time Tt may be diffieult at this junetwre to
get the bank, authorities to commit themselves, but
from the way in which its business is. developing in
Brishane I feel cure its new bank building way perhaps
require relief earlier than is supposed T had oceasion to
visit the.Savings Bank in Brisbane not long ago, and I
found a large erowd of people overflowing the pavement



waiting for ‘the doors tb. opeH, just as peddld whit to
get into a theatre, and whon the doors werd opéned
they were elbowirg one another in order to get ¥ Ahé
counter fiist. Thht class of business is mot in don-
sonaier with the bukiriess of goneril buhkibg, and doitbt-
loss must cventually be catered for inh séparate Tnild:
ing. On the Creckestreet side, above thie height of
buildings erceted on the adjneont privitely-owned land,
we propose to: put in windows to taKe full ‘advantaige
of light and air from that side of the building, 11 s
not light so much gs air that I am concerned about,
and it so happens. that: the best breezes' come. from the
Creek-street side,

8 To Mr. Ladey.—The ‘Coniiitteo in 1992 fecont-

mended the erection of a 1)\fil(lilfgbof Bive stofies 83 ¥he.
b

first seetion, the understhitding
flobrs could be added liter. That schéffie wis hel
boeanse, nis T have stated, of the dpitation foF, addi
land for the square. At presedt we afé paying high
vents for indifierent ‘offico atcommodation in Brisbane.
Thv wWotk of editting Commonweilth Sffices in Biif
hatte has been held op oivifif to a lochl dontidversy
us to the form thiv project showld take, AW the
miferinls 1 Mave mentioned Yor tse in constiaction
afe ‘obthinable Jochlly, Althbigh T Have stbmified
alternative propossls, T should Iike to séer thie whols
building ‘erected.

4 To Senator Puynes~~Any ont who his nit in-
spected the site may be in doubt as 10.how it is proposed
to entor it Trom Anmestreet; where the-building i3 ROMIE-
what lower. Amn-street i3 about-26 feot above the level
of Adelnide-street. The square commences at Adelaide-
streot on the -lovel and .goes back. to Ann-strect, where
tharo is a retaining wall, It is proposed to construct
a sibway into the station joining the present sub-
way, and, in addition, there is a wide monumental
staie coming, from the level of the square to. the
Iovel of Ann-street, At present. the pedestrian traffic
from the statioh has to go around vie Creck-street or
Edward-stieet in order to get into the eity. The
difference in the heights of the-floors shown on the
Plan as compared with those T ‘mentioned this norning
55.due to the fhct thiat those on the plau, are from floor
to floor, wherens those I wmentioned: in evidence ave

from floor to ceiling. Although there is n possibility

of the State Goverument ‘erecting its own bnilding at

some: future dfite, I think it will be: found that State

Departments will be p fred to lease tion
for n considerable time. The Statesactivities in Bris-
bane are so nmnerous and: so important thnt the State
Government may find iv. prudent to oceupy spnce in
tliis building at the figure I have snggested. Tt will
bo for the Committee to decide whether that. is likely.
No impulse will come from any slackness of trado: in
Queensland, where the building trade is very brisk.

5. To Mr. Rebrovh.—T did not suggest that the
Government would need to purchase a strip of land
12 ft. 8 in. wide on the site adjoining in order to provide
u light ares. No decision has beeil rogclied concerning
the mapner in whieh the floor spaee will be subdivided.
Tn modern practiee, ideal uffice seconumodation 18
seeured by providing onc large room. Adequate provi-
Sion bas been niely for providing light to all portions
of the building, and the plan shows in dotted lines
prospective corridors which may or may not Be needed.
The whole building has been designed in such a way
that light will not have to be borrowed.

6. To Senafor Reid.—T believe T was vesponsible for
suggesting to the State authorities aud to the Council
that a portion of the building should be of granite
and stone facings, and the balunce in cement work.
‘The seareity of stom is largely responsible for
altered constriction in recent years.

(Tahsh de Syldnef).
TRIDAY,. 1 MAY, 1997

Present:
Br. Mackay, Ohhirrgm‘i:;"

Senator Barnes Mr. Cook -
‘Senator Payne AMr, Licey
Senator Reid Mr, McGrath
Mr. M. Cameron Mr., ‘Seabrosk. :
Togh Traill Agiiftage, Ohigt Tnspecto g'f ‘the
Comindisverlth Bank, ‘swoin siid exasiined:

7. To the Chairman—The Melbourne offica: of the
Bapk has asked the Sydnoy office to consider the matter
of the pruposed construction of Cpmmonywealth offices
at Brishane, and give evideneg before this. comuitteo.
1 went through the plaus with r.. Murdoch this morn-
ihg.  About two or ‘three rhout \s‘agqlgi‘r Robeit Gib.
on (our chairman of directors), Mr. Riddle (t‘hn

eputy governor), and 1 were in Brisbane, nd, In the
course of our inqu'iries into the business thero, we found
that onr Savings Bank business was sabjected. {0 yery
lurge fushes of people on Saturdny mornings, before
and affer holidnys, nnd on similir occasi Ve
cumé to 'thie conclusion thiat. it would o ve %
if posdible, to hotise the waiil ‘Portion of ou
Bunk work i 'a Wiildihgs quito Sephrate from thd otdi-
fary teliding aifd ‘gonori]l Bankitg facilitics, Tl
viighes of Sivitigs Bink yeople ihtérfere loty muchi
with thie general working % the Bk, Thg malteh
way disedledd nt the st boaed Indetitlg, id wo A
to tlre ‘conclusion thye if thie Comu nwiiTth doeids
to put tp oices i Biisbhuie, we ‘dould tilke @
Hntely 10100 Fdée of ‘spiice on 'thic gréinid Agor, Our
presviit 1dea Is that $f the bhilding Wre ‘oleeted, us
Fopbtid; in thrde Seétiois, we Bliould ‘take ‘!‘Hq"é‘roiuidj
dor of tHo 'to sectiofis fheing AdOIETdebed, Ml
fvo-thirds of the distanee aldhg ‘the Anzfe Squlib
fyomt, | Thib Weuld rep¥eient ‘nh ‘ésfirinitbd ‘midy, ‘6f
10,000 feet working space. We ‘slelild Yetjitive & Tong
Fonnie. We hed i1 mind u tendie 6f 50 youts, B w
Yeita] BF Wotieen 2s. 6. lnd 35, e T80t pok annuin.
Tf e could 'get Adything fhore Pemfaudint 'thair o 50
yoitvs' Tohitvie, we should- e piéphred T take 3t at 'the
giiile véntal, W Sogard ‘otiréelvés g % Com ohwgl,ﬂ i

nbtridlentillity, &rid e have rénted Spadp
moniehlth Batk, Syduey, to ‘the > ¢
Governfhent at § per denlf, on chpital a8t renital.
will hever alter, As’a mhtter of fact, hltHough vénthls
have gotie up ¥ Sydncy, we have Not ihereifed the
rato t6 ‘the Commonivehlth ‘Govrnient, bechilge ‘e
uontider ‘that, bs botieen the Commiowivehlth Goveiit-
ent aid ‘Commomvenlth netivities, Yentals wifénld e
based on ‘enpital cobt tnly. In fhiose ‘eilcumbthndts.
there would e o neéd for a revisich of 1l Fenthl ‘at
which we should ocenpy space in the Cthun dath
offices, Brisbarie. We ‘fo ot requive 2 binilding ldhse,
biit we showld require the wight to sublet foir thib Hist
peviod of tifhe, A1 first e probably could iot make use
of motw than one seetion of the building, bringing in the
other section later on, ag we fequired it. However, the
whole question would be subject to an arrangement
between the Commonweelth Government and the Bank.
Tt would suit- us to take pussession of the spacg before
the: building was finished.. In Brisbane, we run the Sav-
ings Bauk and the general banking' department in two
digtinet buildings. In the meantime, we' are putting
up a large building of our own, which Will be ¢om-
pléted in approximately two years; and one idea then
wis to briug the two departents under the-one voof.
Bat if the Commonwealth offices are evected, wo -copld
leave_the Sevings Bank department wliere Ut s for
the time being, and thus avoid: two moves, We conld
eiter int decupancy of the new builditig in fivo. FEY,

apd, 3t i quite possible that wo might. ask for. the lover
section. fo bo wade avpilahle }}gmgg z)% }iiv}mlg‘l{: il

10, To Senalor, l}‘qruc,s,—:&lgpgygl_l the Comman-

W) :\&Y\ Bopk s o Q?];;\IM\) entify, 1€ ig wn inspryment
o N

3 \'!,\hhng
would be completed.  In Queeysland, the Com
weqlth Bank docs tho sholo of the Savings Banls hsi-
ngss of the State, wihich e it o, Jitvg, very
Yieavy, calls, on, onk. space, Fop.that, Ygnson, we. prefer
to keop: tho-Savings Bank business, which, is really of @
different oligs frdin the ofdinafy, and 'trading bagk
Busiriess; in'a separate byilding, L do not think that
we-ahall over require. mopo than, 10,000 fect, because

wa; wolld itk me. Savings' Bank business at the
Runn office’ iin Quéen-strect, and I our b[ranchgs in
oo , o

argestrogt and; South Reishang, T aig dnéliped to
Ihixl that 10,000 fect would bo alk that "wa. dhould
yequire foi 20' or 30 yoars, Th? provicion of’ strong
ighing s_ b very dpaieriel’ ponit. Wo dp mop keep
iargo. oash, reserves ay our Savings Bowk. These are
kept at the Queen-street branch,” We keep only the
brdad-andbuster cash gt the Spvings Bk, The'bage-
ment i the, frongirotty, | Althoush
we, should fof reguize; very 1 t -T00N BCCOXNTAQ-
dation, so far as actual cash is concerned, we shonld’
want conaideable strong-room spaco fop our books and

dadopds: and 3£ it 35, dosided fo bulild the Commohwealth

.offices, we shall have to, consult, Mr.. Murdach, and ask
him if. he will put sufficient strong-room accommodation
in our section-of "the buildihg. N

8. To Senator Beid-~Iw addition to tho aren which
we- aye: oceupying-in, Queen-street, we own the. 83 feet
sdjoining, We are now building on 'that 83 feet, and
whén' the building is’ cbmlﬂuted we shall remove our
general bank to ig and. carry on-therd while we: goron
with our construction on the sito alongside which we
arg now occoupying: Tt ‘depends_entirely upon. the
géwth, of Brishane whether or not we-should reduire
tho second foor of the proposed Commonwealth offices.
Tf Brisbane, in 50 years, ﬁs & population to justify
it, we shall. want more spuce, but it is_quite ample
fdr-us to- logk nhead for twenty years, I do not cdie

to look ahead for more than that period, and 1 think

that 10,000 féet will sntisfy our rdquirements for thy
next twenty years.. We prefer, if possible, to move
sllr'aight dwny' ‘from Créck-stréet to’ Adelaide-street,
withibut baviog to go temporarily into Queen-street.
;—A srallr space than 10,000 fept
suilding ‘would not be, siifficient for the
Our gim s to dedentralice the mgh, of
biiginss. We Live also built in George-
fope to do a good deal of Saviligs
e'have put up ‘a building in South
alption, Brows, w\d 'ﬂ_xg negessity
nqxlg, 411, our "business i ‘Gio
plit it'tip. 'The byiks in Londen
hava t pcgasary to have offices on every coFuer
instead. of doing buisinets i1 ope f.n‘ggx‘ fce. 1 under-
stand thit thio pfoposed. rental of %, i
£6bt per annitm ‘s bused on 7 per eoht.
and ificludes interest dnd 8 fupd, We die in
our own biilding in Quieén-street; “where we carry on
general ‘binking, "Ehe* Creck-stieat offite is' o tempo-
FiFy 'offide, Which we have ¢récted on' land weé Toasell
from the ‘Queensland National ‘Ban. We 'pajy the
Quistnalind National Bank ‘a ground'¥

have, folind it neee

ent. The land

¥
{as leaked 'to g on very advantag 00115, termg for two:

‘gr three yeafs. ~As a mater 0 taet, e pay them prac-
ey Kﬁo?notliing bécause it \véa, s‘in’x;{ly n._'};‘ x‘lrzfrh block.
Thoy sgid thinf if Vo put up & building, théy would be
shitsfisd %6 finid them stBigiont €0 cover rates and
tixes!" A8 to the lay-out of the proposed building, we
Iioud hitve fogo into the matter Veby Cearefully and

e Tce &

b
Ag to
‘thh}t?ﬁgh]y' with® Mr, Murdoch Af‘would Bage tyo
entrances from Ad,g\'ai\\lms{éeut and Anzae Squire, and
these, withi 5 through corfidor, would give us all wo
nieed.’ Haviilg' ingpéeted pl 3
enn

plans this mokning, ‘1

i,

is 'p;\rgc‘\ﬂmfix itable.

that the Bpaoe 'pro] osed to bé alldtted ' us

of, th BT , aud, a8 ho ween one Coramon-:
\ng\t)qx De—i;nmnmip apd another, the rental shor\()‘ﬁ b
based. qn sufficient to cover interest gnd sinking. fund
on capital cogh Tt lmé to0'bo, borne in mind, that hal
of the profits of, the Commonwenlth Bank go to the
Commonwenlth Government for sinking fund pur-
poses, thereforo oy advantago the. Benk would derive
in the matter of a reduced routuk would go back to the
Treasury. Wo are now giving the Commonwealth
ovériment & big advantage in; the Commonweaith
Bank, Syduey, The Government remts about four
floors in that building, and the rental value was fized
at 5 per cont. on capital cost, when the building was
finished'in 1916. The capital cost then was £104,000.
It would probubly cest abont £350,000 to erect the
building now. We have not put up the rent, although
the capital vatue of the building has increased.  The
Commonwealth Government still rents its space in the
building on the bosis of & per cent. on £164,000. And
58 long.ag it continues to odcupy this space, it will con-
tinug to pay. that rent.  We are now asking the Com-
monwealth to reciproeate in the same way. I caunot
sny that the Commonwealth Bank will be doing the
wholp of the byuking of Australia in 50 years.

11. To Senator Payne.~L understand that the pro-
posed rental of from 2. 6d. to 3s, is based, not only
on the capital cost of building, but also on the unim-
proyed valug ‘of the land, We have not given any
consideration to the class of person to whom we might
sublet the space we should oceupy, but we would be
quite prcpp.:c,d te stipnlate that any tenant to whom
}\:‘q might sublet, should be acceptable to the proper

ommonweslth department.

19, To Mr. M, Cameron.—1{ tho Commonwealth nsked
for a rental of more’ than 35, per foot per annum, it
would: be more than the rental value of the building,
and we should probably be obliged to look around and
52q if we copld fiot get something more in keeping. with
our, needs..

(Taken at Brisbane.)
TUESDAY, 17y MAY, 1927,

Present:
My, Mackay, Chairman;
Senator, Boarnes Mr. Cogk
Senater Payiie Mr. Lacey

Senatgr Rexd A, MeGrath

Mr. M. Comierop Mr. Seabrook.
Willium Alfred Jolly, Mayor of: Brisbane, sworn and
examined.

18. To the ('hairman—The Byishune City Council
will, not reqitire any spacg in the propesed” Comman-
“';enltl\ offices in Brishane, en the new city lall ig
completed at the end of this year, we slgnﬂ‘ ot requiro
any further- accomn dation, ~ The city couneil, under
(h'o Gl:éil}‘ox Brisbgne Scheme, will eventually control
all' thé nymerong activities in Brisbane, outside State
departments. T"am ayxious to get {he best type of
Liitding for Commanweglth Ql%c‘és hero, but I have
kY gesi;q to mislead the cop}mig ce into the belief that
thedo i3 o pospibility of day demi-public body heing
woly 1o refuite space in the ey Dbuilding. The

[ater ?nd.“'&ejvcxgi"g'g Bogyd has oll the space it re-
pisds, or iy masing qrisgentuts {or b, 1 am not
‘-:. o position to o (_Xeﬁx‘n(ély what that, baard might



require. 'This committee, in ita report in 1022, recom-
imended the holding of a conference botween the repre-
sentatives of the (‘ommonwealth and State Govern-
ments, and the Brishane City Coumcil, That con-
ference has been held. Mr. Foster, the city architeot,
has furnished me with the following report:—

PROPOSED ANZAO SQUARE.

With reference to the above, 1 huve the honour to T ort
that the city plonner and myself mét in conference on Tues
day afternoon, the 27th Insf, at the Dopartment of Public
Works, Georgo-street, Mr. Quinn {the Under Sceretary and
Dircetor of Iﬁglxﬂc Works), Mr. Orwin {the Federal Direotor
of Works}, and Mr. Barker (supervising architect, Federal
Works Department), and the following points wore definitely
decided uponi—

1. That the State Government buildings, when erected,
shall be designed to harmonize: with those to be erected
by the Commonwenlth Government na regards height,
materials, &, Mr, Quinn stating that Cabinet was fully
in accord with this, and had minuted the papers record-
ingly.

2, That the base of the prarosed buildings shall be con
strueted of freestone, up to the height of Ann-street, sup.
ported on & granite plinth, and that Anzac Square should
bo deslgned of simlﬂxr‘ material to harmonize: with this
treatment.

3. That of the three schemes suggested Ly the Com-
monwealth Works Dopartment, and shown on the blue
prints furnished the Commonwealth Works Depart.
ment, and attached: hereto, No, 2 is tho ‘hest, and would
provide the most digmified setting to any memorial
erected.

In a general discusafon that followed, it was realized that
the city council could do nothing towards the lay-out of the
square until such time as the lower portion, at least, of the
proposed Comumonwealth Buildings were erected, as same
would form. the guide and starting point for the luy out of
Anzae Square. Mr. Orwin, Commonwealth Works Director.
was uneble to say when building operations would be com.
menced, but was hopeful that they would not be long delayed,
and was good enough. to state that he would endeavour to
obtain further information for the couneil with rogard to this
Mr. Quinn could give no information as to when the Stute
buildings, on the opposite side of the square, would be com-
menced, but stated that the crection of the first section,
which would be sufficient to. define the square, might be ron
sidered in the near future, as they would be for the Railway

partment, and, when completed, would enable the council
to carry Adelaide-strect through to North Quay. Mr, Orwin
promiséd to placo at the disposal of the State Works Depart-
ment & copy of the plans of the proposed buildings for the
Commonwealth, and’ Mr. Quinn intimated that he would be
pleased to nsgist tho council in any way he could After
some further discussion, it was considered that nothing more
could be done in the and the

(8gd.) A, H. FOSTER, Uity Architeet,

I am most anxious to make a start with the lay-out
of the square, but in view of the recommendations of
the experts, I could not proceed with the work. The
other day T instructed the ecity architect to coufer
once more with Mr. Orwin, and he reports again that
it would be unwise t6 proceed with the lny-out of our
square until the Commonwenlth offices had been com
pleted to a certain stage. It is obyious that the square
would not mean anything to the City of Brisbane until
something definite is done in regard to the Common
wealth offices, or a. building on the other side of the
square. In any case it would hamper the Commony ealtlh
considerably if we built our square, because part of the
site would be needed for building operations. 1
understand that the State Government is building an
other school in which to hous the girls who are now
cdueated in the girls’ school, which s right in the
centre of thé proposed square. The new school should
be available within six months, but we get our start
ing point for the square on the Commonscalth side.
We could not make = start, irrespective of action on
the part of the Commonwealth, The transfer of land
from the State Government has been fixed up. It is
not my contention that the Commonwealth offices must
be at least commnenced before we can proceed with the
square. I am a layman in such matters. I should
like ver;i" much to. make a start with the square, but
I must be guided by the advice of experts. In this

6

connexion, the following, report. has bitx turnished to
me by Br. Foster, the city architecti—

ANZAQ SQUARE.

With reference to: the above, I have the honour to inform
you that this morning 1 Interviewed Mr. J. Orvin, the Com.
monwenlth Works D{;recwr, and he confirms -the- statément
made in' my previous report. that the .councll cannot safely
proceed with the lay-out.of Anzae Square until.such time as
the base of the proposed Commonwealth Buildings are com-
menced, for the 1;olln'\vin,g TERSONBI— .

(1) Tho lny-out of the equare is likely to be disturbed
by the building. operations, particularly at the side where
tho trenclies for the foundations of tho buildings, will be
taken out., . e

(2) Tho stone used round the walling of the square
should Lo similar to that of the baso .of the proposed
building, and the layers of masonry (teehnically known
as the courses), should be carried round at the: same
Jevels. 1t is obvious that these details eannot be' aseer-
tained until such time as the Mase of the building is in
course of construction. N

The Commonwealth Works Director is of the opinion .that
about. six months after the Commission, due in Brisbane on
the 14th of next month, matters should be finalized, and is
further' of the opinion, in whiclr T coneur, that it would
a pity to risk doing something whieli might: be incongruous
or_which the.counell might afterwards regret.

However, should the proposed Commonwealth buildings be
indefinitely postponed, which ‘the Works Dircetor does not
think for one' moment will be the case, then the council
could’ take: matters into its own hands. .

A, H. FOSTER, City Architect.

The effect of this is that until the Commonwealth.

offices are built to-a certain stage, we cannot. very well
do much in laying ont the square. I am not con-
cerned so much about the height of the building;

.my. concern, is that there will be at lest some attempt

at architectural effect, and. while I should like: to see
a big building: in Brisbane, I am not attempting to
mislead the, committee by asking for a_big building
solely for the purposo of having one, I should pre
fer to have the number of stories reduced, if it came
fo a question of doing that or building on half
the area. The latter course would lave a considerable
offect on our square, and no matter what might be
the future intentions of the Commonwealth:as to build-
ing on the .other half, it might be many years beforo
they were carried into effect. I should not regard: it
as a serious breach of agreement. if the height of the
building were reduced, if it were found necessary to
do 50, in order. to meet tho situation of lack of tenants.
Brisbane City Council is. very anxious to. continue
Adclaide-strect right through to the quay, and one of
the reasons: advanced by the Under gecretary for
Works for building on Anzac Square was.to make pro-
vision for railway offices, so that the buildings now
occupied by the Railway Department in George-strect
could be made available to the city council to permit
it to carry Edward-street right through o the quay,
and at the same time widon the street. Of uﬁ the
civie improvements in Brisbane, the city council: feels.
that that particular undertaking is the most important.
W are nost anxious to get possession of the: old yail-
way building in George-street, so that we can widen
Edward-sireet, and carry it through, The question of
whether the officers now oceupying the bliilé}ing would
vicupy the Commonwealth offices is a matter for the
State’ Government to decide. We have approached
the Government several times, but have no. power of
resumption. The Commonwenlth Government is give
ing the City Council 14 feet of land with o frontage
to Anm-street, and it will be the business of the City
Council' to rebuild the footpath. No doubt the City
Couneil will see that the footpath is ready for the
occupancy of the new building.  Spesking from
memory, the populativn of Brisbane increased last year
by between 11,000 and 12,000 people.

14, To Senator Reid.—The Railway Department is
retaining possession of the offices in George-street, be-
cause it has no accommodation for its staff in othef
buildings. The Government said that, s soon as it
could provide accommodation elsewhere for these

officers, it would be willing; to make the site -available
for-the widening of. Adelaido-street. The City Council
will not wait' until the whole of the Commonwealth
building is finished bofore it mekes a start with the

more progress than any other city in Ausiralin. It
will niot bo long beforo the Federal Government will
reguire the whole of the space proposed to-be afforded
in the new offices. Tt will take three years to erect

Anzac Square imp A will
be.made with this work as soon.as the C 1th

building has advinced to o stage which will enable us
to make a start, We could go on with the square, even
if the Statc-offices were not put.up on. the other side,
20 long: as. the girls’ school is removed..

18. T'o Mr. Lacey.—It would certainly give an unde-
sirable- architectural appearance if the Keigm_qf offices

-on-one side of the square were reduced, and if; on the

other side of the square, the original height of seven
stories were maintained,
16, To Mr, McGrath,~In regard to (Ehe possibi]‘ity

the building, and by -that time the Commonwealth’s
d or dation will be i1 d. Com-

itiea are i It will not be
long before the Federal Government and the State
activitics. will use up the whole of the space availablo
in these offices,

22, To the Chairman.—There has been no searcity
of skilled labour in connexion. with the building of the
city hall, but, as o matter of fact, it is a contract. job,
and I do not come so dircetly into touch with. the
labour. employed as I would if it were a council job.
T thik our trouble has been, not to get men, but

ial. ¥ do:not anticipate any diffienlty in obtain-

of having empty spaces in the prop
offices, and the possibility of letting it to private enter-

‘prise, the committee would need to take into considera-

tion the fact that other buildings are being put up in
Brisbane to cater for that class of business, However,
the Commoniwealth. offices would be centrally situated,
and thereforo the space available would be sought
after, T should like to sce tho. building carried np to
its. full height. Whatever was. done: with it afterwards
in the matter of letting it would be for the Govern-
ment to decide,

17, To Senafor Barnes—If the land: belonged to
me, T should build on it to get the ground value out
of it, no matter whether I let the whole of the. floor
space at first.

18. To Senator Payne—If tho building were four
stories, which would mean, only two stories on the
Aupstreet frontage, it would not look well. A pro-

posal on the part of the Commonwealth to let space.

in the new building to private persons would not be
looked upon. favourably by privaté individuals with
office space-to lat.

19 To Mr. M. Cameron—I do not claim to be an

-authority on the question of the building space avail-

able for offices. in Brisbane; all I say is that there
are.certain buildings in progress of construction—the
Bank of Australasia, eight or nine stories; the Bank
of New South Wales, eight or nine stories; and others,
which, within the next few years; will be out seeking
tenants. to oceupy the accommodation they provide.
On the general question as to whether it would' be
good business to complete the building to the full size,
and let. the surplus space to outside people, the com-
mittee’ would: be well advised to comsult some of the
reputable real estate ‘men of Brisbane. .
20, To Mr. Seabrook—The City Council will
occupy the: whole of the city ball premises. It will
have no. space to let in that building, Tt will not
come: into competition with the Commonwealth

.offices. It is proposed to provide a subway from: Anzac

Square under: Aun-street to the railway station. Thar
will be for pedestrian treffie only.  'The Federnl
Government will. have nothing to do with that sub-
way. If shops are to be provided in the Common-
wealth offices for the purpose of utilizing the surplus
space, T would rather sec them on the Adelaide-street
frontage. But I would have no objection to the pro-
vision of shops on the Ann-street frontage. ,fnn
street is a shopping centre.. Tt would be better not to
have shops, so that the Commonwealth building would
harmonize with the State bnilding, which, T under-
stand,, will not _contain shops. T have no doubt that
shops, if provided, would let readily, because of the

proximity to the-railway station. T can give the com-

mittee no idea as to when the State offices are likely
to oventuate. Delay in their crection would not delay
the completion; of the Anzac Square.

21, To Mr. McGrath.—The increuse of populntion
in Brisbane last year was normal. The new buildings
erected in greater Brisbane last year numbered 4,000
Taking its size, T believe that Brisbane is making

ing, labour for the Commonwealth offices. The council

i prepared to proeeed with the lnying out of the square

at. the earliest possible moment, that is to say, when

:ihe Commonwealth offices are erected to the second
oor,

23. To Mr., M. Cameron.—We are prepared. to start
the square without taking inte consideration whether
or not the State Government goes on with its build-
ing. As a matter of faet, it is upon the Common-
wealth building line that we start the square. We are
waiting on the action of the Commonweelth to enable
us to start the aquare. 5

24, T'o Senalor Payne—If space in the building
were let to. private individuals at a lower rental than
that ruling for similar accommodation in other parts
of Brisbane, it would certainly have a tendency to
interfere with land values. But unless it is proposed
to build other offices: for the same purpose, I do aot
thirk that the amount of space available in the pro-
posed building would have any material effect in that
dircetion. I do not know of any State-owned insti-
tution in Brisbane which is let partly to private indi-
viduals, As a matter of fact, as I am aware thut the
State Government has been obliged to rent office accom-
modation, L should say that it is not dome, I feel
sure that if the Commonwealth, as a {)olicy, entered
into competition with private individuals, there would
be a. good' deal of opposition displayed.

25. To Mr. Lacey.—The site of the proposed Com
monwealth: offices would be suitable: for private tenunts,
and the accommodation provided would be very much
sought after on- that account, but I am not prepared
to compare the. site with other portions of “the city
where office ‘nccommodation is available.

26. To the Chairman.—If the State Government
removed its railway officers from the offices in George-
strect, at the top of Edward-street, end nccommodated
them in the Commonwerlth offices, it would mean
delay in the construction of the State offices on. the
other side of Anzac Square. I do-not wish to sce this,
beeause the square will never be complete until both
sides are built upon by the State and Federal Govern-
ments, We are most’ anxious' in Brisbano to get that
perticular aren, which is really the heart of the eity,
cleancd up.. As Mayor of the City, and as a citizen,
am not bolstering up the claim for a big building
when I know the facts are against me. T would sooner
have the committee’s decision based on faets rather
than on some case I have put up to mislead it. .ssum-
ing that it is arranged that the State Government
should occupy part of the Commonwealth building, it
menns that the State Government will not go on with
the construction of the building on the other side of
the.square. The square will, therefore, not be effective
for many years, and, st the same time, we shall con-
tinue to have an unsightly, unoccupied allotment in
the- heart of the.city.

27, To Mr. Seabrook.—I think it is very likely that
the State Government will start its buiiding within
the next ten years, but if the railway officers are
E dated in the Ith building on ot




extended lease, which lly the

3

o 14}

would require, the State Gn\.vémment ‘may ‘not  be.

inclined to go on with its building,

28, T'u Mr, Cook.—1 have:no doubt about the future
of Brisbane, but 1 understand- there is some doubt
about the-right of tho Commonwealth to let. its. offices
to private individuals.

29, To Mr. Seabrook.~—) understand that it is the

present. intention of the Stafe Government to. build.

only on the section facing Anzac Square, but if the
Qommonwealth induces the State Government. to
oceupy portion of the Commonwealth offices, the latter
will mot build on its land. It will not be satisfaatory

quired in ten yesrs. Queensland willnot  stop. whioro
dt Jaj. it must progress. Ti the ovent of the Stato
‘Gov qui ¢ dation:in.the Comix
wonlth offices, I think it would prefer-to' got itoon the
Adolaide-street. frontage; the secopd: on ‘third foor
would -angwer ite: requirementd:, I -dd nét think. thero
can ‘be -any. ion to having: Con wealth: ‘and
State. netivities-‘in. the one building. At the present
1th Paxation: D t and tho

time, tho: C ) P

State Main Rodds Gomimission-are: ‘aidor: the. one. toof.
The alloegtion of spage in the Aptoposed building is
all a magter of axrangoment. It “might be: convenient

from the city's stand-point, but in view of the prog
of Brisbane, I do not. think that the C 1th

to yaake the gnt;'sncc fo some.-of .the departments I
Y H

have Tom. treet. 1 take i ‘that ithe
main to the building will by from Anzsc

queynment ean go astray in erecting o soven-sto‘ry
building:
The witness withdrew.

William James Ewart, Chiof Architect, Public Works
Department, Q land, skarn and’ ined

30. To the Chairman.—~In .congequence of a ¢om-

munication received by the Undor Sccretry for Works

from the Secretary to thig Committee, 1 have made

. post it has ‘been.
proposed; to pide-sty ight through to. the
quay, and.if tho.railway. offices wereirgmoyed to endble
this. to be done, ‘accommogdation,, elsewhero, woild: haye
to be found for the Railway Departmont..

31. o M Locey—At the rato ‘of progress iu
Brishane, it is: likely t]gné the ~State’|i_ requiremiénts for

tion in N

Squarg. For n copaiderable time
B 1 W tal A delatde-sts t

¢ he
éxceed more than 10,000 feet in thire ’ [
the State-built.on the-other sid¢ of the sijuate oh

inquiries a5 tp thp‘posgibility of Stato departments
b , ion in the proposed ‘O

wealth offices. The Stato has no Yery many depart-
ments housed outside its own buildings. ‘One of thoge is

the Main Roads Commission, with which T understand’

the copmiitlee is in diréet, touch. Ontside that com-
missl’on,l?ldp not supposg that the St'nco would, require.
more dpamx 10,000 feet of office dation in the

dation Would not' be vequired: in’ thie @ 'mo’m\'mnlt'h
offices.

31‘Ad. To, Mr. Mc]Graéh.——If the C(i,iie .ojxfm‘ h ag-
cepted as, tendnts' the departments which T thin] ro
doubtful, tho utmosz‘ space required ix'x? th% Cpmigglx-
lxcg\lth,. offices by the State, apart from t ain Bonds

&ropose building: I understand that the State
Government does not intend to proceed With its build-
ing on the-other side of the squaio at the present time.
T sm not propared fo say that it will buald on that site
within_the next ten or fifteen yegrs. I do not think
that the fact that sccommodation was secured in
Commonsyealth: offices would {elay the erection of a
State building on_the other side of the squave. A
Yot of things may happen as the State grows, and we
do not know what accommodation may be needed in.
the future. I think that. the Government would be

0 of, would be 10,000 {det, R
32, To My, Cook.~T did not thivk it neeeseary 4v
seo the Minister before coming, to .gly ovidenca. I do
not think I have said anything he ¥ owld turn dowa.
On the giher.hand, X have cortaraly not given-any-hint

that he would approve of what I have geid. .
.83, T'o Senalor _Barncs._—Nov consideration. has: been
give to, the possibility of building on the. other siderof
the square. In those circumstentes, therefore, I can-
ot say what.spnce would-be afforded’ in State- offices'
on the other side of the squato, It is certainly not the
jon of the ‘Government to house.alt ite depart-

well satisfied to house in the C lth officcs
any departments now ogeupying. rented premises.
There are, Rowever, two, departments,, the Aberigines’
and the State Relief, which I do not think that we
would locate in such a_prominent place, Depaytmants
which. could, be housed in the Commonveplth, offices
are the Mediea! Board, now, oceupying shout 350 feet.
and, the, Geologieal Survey, now oceupying, 3,600 feut.
The Aborigines Department. oceupics 1,800 feot, and
the State Relief Department about 3,700 fegt. The
spacc now rented by theso: four departments is about
10,000 feet. 1 understand, that the Main Ruads Cone
mission, whicl is now occupying rented premises, ro-
quires. an aren of 15,000 feet, I think it would be quite
safo to say that, apazt from.the Main Roads Commis-
sion, the State Governraeny would require 10,000 fect
in the new building, but I am not here to commit the
Govornment, to anything. I am; amerely setting out
the departments. which are not xow housed in Govern-
ment buildings. I have no instructions from the Min-
ister, The Under-Secretary lins merely told me to
state the amount of space now being. rented. from
private owners, and to intimate that tbe Government
ig not_prepared to proceed with buildings on the. other
sido of the square at the present time. If we say that
we have g0 many departments housed oitside our own
premises, the inference is that we are likely to take
that amount of space in the Commonwedlth oftices.
That is all 1 can say. If tho. Commonwealth iswilling
to provide dation for the Aborigines Depurt-
ment aud the Poox Relief Department, it con do so.
Wo have recently cxtended the Tressury Building,
which has enabled us to expand. a little-more, and pre-
vents overcrowding. I think that more space will be

wents in_ o building there, In the éventof a seven-
story building buing erceted by the Gommonwealth, as:
an drehitect I wonld be concerned about: getting sonie
¥ind .of Larmony. by the-erection -of a corresponding
huilding on the other side of the Square; but I am
not ong. to sccure harmony ot tho expéues of whits
clgphants. The State Government is‘wgnmittea‘m‘tho
oxtent that, when it builds, the biilding'it puts.up wilt
‘be'in harmony with that which has beet put'up bythe
Commonwealth. T quite believe that.thepop ion of
Brisbane has doubled within the last.ten yesrs; it-will
probably double again within the moxt ten years; but
T am not up in statistics. I have not lopked'.at this
matter from-the point of view of & man owning 'the
site; and crecting 2 building 9a o business vmp‘osiﬁox{:‘
34, To the Chairman—~T have ‘leen instructed to
suy that the only office space ocoupicd by Governn
dopartments, outside the State’s own proises, is
1 hiave nlready mentioned. Tho réntal that it is-
pated that the Commonwealth will' reqijre from. tiie
State is. very rensonable, and propably. the State would

\be quite- propared to seture the spags in the Common-

.amount of spaee I have already mgniione@

wealth offices in. preference to renting othey pre;
The Under Secretlf:ry did not tell me, tg‘te]l‘ t'lflep
tee that we would requie this space. Ho sai
was the space occupied ontside the existiny Goven
buildings. Howover, as a result of a éﬁephone
munieation to Mr. Quinu, I am now mithorized by
him to say that the State is preparel to take (the
utaide

tho Mdin Rouds Commission., which, T presusi

alio be willing to be housed in ' the Commontwealth

offices,

EPPR -

-
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6. T Senator Pagne.-~The departments now housed
in Buildings not owned by the Stu%a are on lenges, with
tho option of extension, If we knew that wo-counld get.
mo _‘the Commonwen]th building, we could terminate
our‘loases when: they expired. T think; in all: cases, we
can 'giv% up the irmmscs within n ressonable trme
If the Commounwe: ith offices wore available in- 1080,

wo could"take immediate steps to ogeupy them for a
reagongble time—say, for three or four years, If the
State, Gov cregted o building ou the other side
of the square cqual to the Commionwenlth offices, it
would not require any space in the Commonweqlth
building. That is not my' reason for suggesting that
ouy, ocoupancy of the Coy ilth space should be
limitéd. “Ouy leasg: could, be rehewed at any time.
B}ltg am not prepared to say for what period we
s it

wonld: légse it The termy would, depend: enitively on
t%xo, on of the State offices on the other side &f
the .8

g @,

36, To Mr. Cumoron.—No plans have been prepared
for Stato offices, .ind, ‘as far 85 T know, it is not tlie
Sutontion of the ‘Government to build on the other side
of the-square. We are quite satisfied -with the proposed
rental-per square foot, and even if the Qommonwoalth
wskad for 1s. mord per foot, I do not think it would
infl the-State -G mént.

. 87. Ta Mr. Seabrook.—T havernot heard of the like-
Iikobd of thore being less State notivities in the. near
futoro, Tb s been decided that any building whick
the State puts up facing the square must be:in har-
mony with the building erccted by the: Commeonwealth.
The uniderstanding is' that the: plans prepared by the
Coini “‘-“\vﬁlrbe hmitted- to our depal
iind we. aro-ngreeable to proceed on the same lines. L
cannot forecnst what wvill be: done, but: I should love
o see the:Stato build on its side of tho square.

38, 7o' enator Reid—All the State buildings are.
ully.-oceupied. at the present. time. The dopartments
which. are occupying rented premises could not be

housed in thon. As population increases, there: is. s

fural inoreass in the number of Government officers

for_whom inodation ist be provided. =~ The

Railway Department undertnkes. its own erection of

buildings. Jgts‘ officds are scattered all over Brisbane.

89, 7' {he Chairman.~T have no instruetions ag-to
the possibility of the State. Government offering: &
building lease on the other side of Anzac Sqlun.\'e. ‘I'he
mater has 1ot been discussed, to my koav] edge. All
that. I cansny. ib that T do-not think it 4 contémplated
{o proceed with any State building thero at the pre-
sont timo, X ' .

40; ¢, Mr. Lacoy—3EE there: is no material dif-
forenco, in the plsng of the proposed Clommonwealth
offices from those: which have already been submitied:
to, the Stater Govornment, they can- be practically said
10, proved. of by s T do not. think there 25 any
timo limit on the State inregard to the erection of ita:
building:on the other side oft the square.

(Taken at Brisbane.)
WEDNESDAY, 18mr MAY, 1027,

Present:
Wr. Mackay, Choirmeng

Senhtqr‘ Barnes Mr. Cook
Senatoy Rayne Mr; Lacey
Senator Reid: Mr. McGrath

Mr. M. Cameron ) Mr, Seabrook.
Pombertonn Elliott Waleott, -Commimonwenlth Pablic
Servico Ingpector, ‘Queensiand, sworn: gnd'cxpmmed‘.

bouse and’ Navigation Departments, alan to the Re-
patrigtion € ion and the M logical Bureau.
The Iast two sro housed in their own buildings.
The premises oceupied by the Repatriation Tepartment
are out of the way,  The site 13 not very niee for o
fodora]l office domg business with the publie. I
think it would be bester for the publie geue-
rally, and for the department itsclf, if the
premises’ were sold, and the department was lionsed in
the Hrog}osod' (‘ommdn\venlth offiers.  The building
naw oce piod' by the Repatriation, Department is more
auited by loeation and strueture for n warchouse, and
would probably sell well. However, I have mo con-
uexibn with thot braneh. I understand that abonut
£8,000 was paid_ for the building.  The portion of
the Navigation branch devoted fo_the engagement of
seamen would need to be on the river front, but I do
wot ¢eé why the balance of the office staff should not
go into the: Adelaide-stiect building. Possibly the
offico staff of the lighthouse serviee could also be Youséd
in Adelzide-strcet.  The space-oceupicd by them would
bo about 4,000 feet. The K[etecrologicul.‘ Bureaw woull
probubly prefor to be near the Observatory, The space
occupied Ii)s about 1,000 feet. It has a small staff.
Abont 198 public officers are now housed in reuted pre-
ises, 1.e, apwt from Nnvig;nﬁm\, the Repatriation

ission, and the Meteorologicnl Buvesn. have
looked back for the lnst five yeuts, and looked: forward
with my knowledge of the functions performed by fhe
( ith officers in. Brisbave, and T do not think
there will' be any material incrense in the size of the
oxigting departments. For somo yenrs to come, at o,
rate, there should be only about four new appointmonts
annually. Some departinents are now smaller  than
they woro five years figo. Because of an alteration in
‘the andit work, the Audiy Office, whickr employed 91
?Iﬂicers five yearg agp, now empfoyg seventeen.  The
o]

artments. now dd  their own internal nuditing.
Owig to the finalization o the war gratuity work the
staff of the Sub-Treasuty has decreased,  Soma de-
partments have romoined stationary. My staff is the
same a8 it was seven years ago, and is not likely to
incresse. Some depertments, liko the Works Depart-
ment, are expanding. keep in close touch with the
work that ispoing on in the depurtments. 1 bave not
given nuy congideration to the possibility of the Com-
monwealth embarking upon ngtional jnsurance and a
housing scheme. do mot know the fate of the
Taxation Branch, Tho Taxatiow staff now: wumbers
39, Whether this branch will giter: the now Duilding
or not, I caniiof say. TUnder the per capita arrange-
ments: the Commonwealth Dopartment. controlling
land tax, estate duties, and entertaipments  tax
may disappear -before the building is _erected.
Fivo years ago the income tax work required a- ¢on-
siderable staff, The Taxation Offico was then employ-
ing 215 officars, buf it is now down to 39, Therefore,
about 4,000 fect of space may Or may, not be required
in the new building. T do not think that the- staffs

\will materially inereage within tew ot fifteen years, but

n order to make provision for that time ahead,
should gny that the requirements, of the existing depart-
ments, ineluding War Service Homes and Repatristion
Departments, would be met by the provision ‘of 43,000
feet, to which is to be added for-Savings Bank 10,000
feot, Main Ronds Board 15,000, Staté Departments
10,000, and eafe 5,000, making & total of 83,000 square
feet. The premises now rented Tor (‘m’nmohwéullch cfﬁcgs
are very unsatisfactory. They are all oyer the city. Ttis
nat & good K 1 t {
away out of observation. T¢ o better that all depart-
ments should come together in (‘ommonwc-%m\ offices
rather than be far awuy by themselves. Tt is dlso far
better from a publie point of view to have the offices
\odnted in one building. ‘There is no better site

41. To the Chairman—Sime Commo Ith de-
paftments if Brisbino will not ocfupy -spage in the
propésed Conahot

enith offices. I refer to the Light-

in Brisbane for Commonvwealth offices than that
wpon which it is proposed to build. Tt is ‘a

thing for a small de{urtmcnt to be ‘tucked.



splendid site. Tt is.in tho heart of the city con-

venicnt to the central railway station and. for the.

general public.  Most of the people who will visit
the offices will onter from Adelaide-street, but it docs
not matter what portion of the building the Com-
monwealth departments oceupy, becanse they .can all
be reached by lifts. Tt would. be no disndvantago 1o
the Commonwealth departments to be housed on the
Anu-street frontage, except that it would be tho hottest
end of the building. I do not see why we should house
our people on the westorn, side, and give the Stato Main
Ronds Commission and other tenants the eastern or best:
section. It would be better to concentrato the Com-
monwealth departments at one part of the building
rather than have them mixed up with State dopart-
ments, T think it would be very desirable from. the
point of view of ent, henlth, and ity
of interests between tho different Commonwealth, de-
partments, to allow them to meet socially by reserving
portion of the building for a luncheon room. and for
recroation purposes. The Poatal Department provides
that sort.of accommodation for its oficers in Brisbane,
and T do not see why the other staffs when once.grouped
togethor in one building should not Lo eutitled to the
same privileges, It is quite possible- that such a room
might have to be subsidized, as is done in the caso of’
the Post Office, but I am strongly of opinion that it
would be desirable to mnke provision for a café, I
am inclined to think that it would almost pay: for
itself. 1 do not know what space would be neces-
sary for it, but I think that provision should be made
for supplying a lunch on the premises, ns is done in
the Commonwealth Bank, Sydney. There will be
200_Commonweultb officers in, the‘bui]diug, and if the
Savings Bank and the Main Roads Commission oceupy
portions of the building the number of officers will
be nearly 400, of whom I should say that one-third
would take advantage of any lunch provided. It is
a fair proposition to provide a luncheon room and a
rending room, but they should be confined mainly to
officers oceupying the building. I understand that the
Commonwealth Bank intends to do. somothing of the
sort for its officers in its central bank in Queen-street.

42. To Mr. McGrath.—Provision has been made for
federal members in the new building instead of at the
Pb(;st Office, where cxisting accommodation is unsuit-
able.

43, To Mr, Cooko—Including the Custorms and Past
Office, there are sixtecen Commonwenlth departments in
Brisbane.  Offices likely to be established in the new
building are Public Servico Inspector, Audit, Electoral,
Attornoy-General’s, Works and Railways, Sub-
Treasury; Pensions and Maternity Allowance, Tazation,
Commerce, Health, War Service Homes, and possibly
Repatrintion Department and Lighthouse and Naviga-
tion staffs. A fow of these departments are grouped. in
Desmond Chambers, alongside State departments and
private offices, It would be n distinet improvement
to have all departments mentioned housed together,
beeause they are: not suitably loeated at the presont
time, and there is no proper supervision over some
of them, Some of them are now a mile apart.
In some cases the public must have considerable trouble
in finding them.  There is likely to be an increaso. in
Commonwenlth offices because of new legislation, but in
arriving at my figures T have not taken prospective
legislation into account, It is quite. possible that
before the building is erected the now legislation may
involve the employment of new staffs, and in any case
with the gencral expansion of Brishane T do not think
that there will be much diffiulty in having the build-
ing occupied within a reasonable time, either by Com-
monwealth or by State offices. I think it would. be
false economy to partly construet the building,

44. To Senator Payne—~The Repatriation Depart--
ment is housed in a dingy two-story building more like
a warchouse than a public office. The space pro-
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vided is about 8,000 feet, I do not.think there would.

be any difficulty in disposing. of the building at a profit.
45, To Mr. Cameron~—J am not proud of the way
in which tho Commonwealth officors. are now housed in
Brisbone: If they were housed in a, now, up-to-date
building, such as is proposed,, it would: lead to greater
officiency and more economy. At present there. must
bo many officers. passing between tho different depart-
ments; because there.is community of interesis between
all, and this waste of time would bo avoided by
having them. all in the one building. Tt would also
bo o great improvement in the cases of almost
all departments frgm a hygienic point of view,
I feel confident that tho officers would. give better
service when they were all housed in the one building
of the type proposed to be erected.. If State officers
were also housed in the new building I think they
should. partake of the benefits. coﬁforreﬁby the café,
46, T'uv Mr.. Seabrooks~There in a possibility that
the. Fedoral Taxation Depertment may disappear in
tho near future, with the result that 39 officers miy
be affected. I do not know. w)ll:’\t,,defpnrtmnnf. would
dmini i i ut_i blished i

Tats

would _entail teriall r
Queensland is growing very rapidly, and I think there.
is little doubt that the whole-of sthe spaco in the new
building will be fully pied within a bl
time of the completion of the building if the Com-
nionwealth: departments and eertain State: departments
come into it.. .

47. To Senator Reid—The officers, in the Moteoro-
logical Burcau exe éramped. for space. I think it'is
possiblo-that they could. be housed. in.the new-building,
and if neceseary the existing office. on the terrace could
bo used for grass and tomperature readings, It is
only a small department, I think I fepresent the
feeling of 'the. Commonwenlth Service in-Brisbane when
I make the request for a café in the-new-building: I
think a commitice could be appointed to manage which
would take 2 live interest in-it. I think that Brisbane
more than. the southern States warrants the establish-
ment of euch a eafé. Our summer climate is. extremely
trying, and if these facilitics.are available in Melhourne,
I think Brisbane. is more entitled' to have a cheap
luncheon room. By “cheap” I mean & room: pro-
viding a luncheon within: the means of the officers
employed in the building. i

48, To.Mr, Lacey.~T think that; as-far ns practicable,
all fedoral activitics, those occupying renmted' pre-
mises, and those who are in their own buildings,
should be housed in this building, T think that
thoe Federnl members would be more: central. and
would have better sccommodation in the new build-
ing, Assuming that the Commonwealth gots the
tenants it expects, namely, thé Savings Bank,
the: Main Roads. Commission, and .several State depart-
ments; the whole of the building should: be erected’ to
provide for Commonwenlth requirements in the near
future, In the meantime there would be no troubls
in geiting private tenants. to occupy the spaeer not
taken up by government activities,

49, To Senator Payne~—I know that the require-
ments of the Commonwealth departments as cxisting
to-day would: be fully supplied by 43,000 feet, leaving'
a surplus of 53,000 feet, but 40,000 feet additional wil
be taken by Savings Bank, Main Roads, and State
Departments, and it will be three or four years before
the building is completed. The State Government ap-
pears to be short of accommodation, and: unlikely
to do much building. Furthermore, I asoume
that there will be an increase in Federal activities in
connexion with national insurance and child endow-
ment, T am not taking into consideration the- possi-
bility of the State doing its part towards making n
cgmp‘lece wl:gle of Anzac Square. If the State 'built

with the C wealth it would' alter
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the picturo entirely, I think the surplus Common
wealth space in the building could be let at a payable
réutal, I think it would pay the Commonwealth to
put. up the completo building. Out of the 96,000 feet,
1 understand that about 83,000 feet will be applied
for, and I am sure that tho balance will be re-
quired by the Stale and by, possibly, new Commun-
wealth: departments. would not alter my opinion
if'T learnt.that the maximum-the State declares it will
,;-e&uix;ai‘s 10,000 feet. It is difficult to forecast what
will he required in four years. It is on the cards that
the: Commonivealth will adopt new legislation. But in

* any dase thero would be no trouble in lotting the

accominodation handsomely to private persons  About
5,000 foot would be required for a eafé. In this
climato officers should lave whatever accommodation

calh b provided for thom in that dircetion.

The witness withdrew.

of Maiit Roads, Q sworn and

50. To the Chairman/—In 1925 the main. ronds
legislation was .amended, and the Main Roads Bourd
was replaced by a Commissioner, who was entrusted
with the sole administration of the Main Roads Com-
mission. under the Ministor for- Lands.  The comtuis-
sion is now located in Desmond Chambers, with apaca
on the sccond and fourth floors. Quite recontly our
Dridge. rogm has been loeated in Horsham House
adjacent to Desmond Chambers. We occupy about
8,300 square fect, and we are limited to that. simply
hecauso. we .cannot spread: conveniently. We are_too
cramped.  We: require considerably more spuce, This
matter was taken up by the Commissioner with the
.Government some little time ago, and as a result
‘Cabinet hos authorized him to- negotiate for the re-
quired additional space. I am authorized by the:
Commissioner to state the attitude. of. the commission
with regard to Joasing portion of the new Federal
building' when it is erccted. ~Weo estimate that in
1930 we. shall require 13,000 feet, which. should pro-
vide for us for about two yeurs. Afterwards we
anticipate a. § per-cent. incrense per annum. Ron
construction is our chief function, The State Go-
vornment provides cortain loan funds each: year, de-
pending upon the appropriation. for the year. Our
greatest activity at the present time ie in comnexion
with. the. Fedoral aid: ronds. The Commonwenlth has
supplied ug with £376,000 a year, and this amount 3s
subsidized by the State to the extent of 158, in the £1.
Tn addition we lave: the revenug from: the taxation
on motor vehicles, whicly revenue is expended by us en
main roads in; their construction and maintenarce,, and
in administrative oxpenses.  Quite an jmportant fea-
ture of our work is the. collection of the revenue in
Queensland:  The secretary of the Commission is also
Registrar of Motor Vehicles, The revenue from this
source. will amount to about. £240,000 during the cur-
rent year. Liknow of no.reason to think that the
commission: will be other than a permanent institu-
tion. Tt has.been established by an act of Parliament,
and under the Fedoral aid roads. scheme the Federal
Government. has: provided. for a ten-years' prograrume,
which has.only. run twelve months so far. The Com-
iissioner suggests that his. tenure in the Federal offices
should. be five years, at tho least, with an. option of a
further five, yéars. I think he would. be propared to
take a straight-out lease of ten years. T should not
like to bind him: to 8 lease of 95 years, We should
prefer to Have thé whole of our_staff on oue floor.

John Edwin Englond, Secretary, the Commigsio‘nor

Chambeors, and sometimes we find it iuconvenient.
The third floor in the Commonwealth offices wauld be
convenient, but we should like to have the whole of
our office on that floor. The proposed vents] of Is.
a square foot would compare favornbly with the rate
we are now paying. * The committee con take it as
definite that. the commission will secupy 15,000 square
feet in the Commonwenlth offices.

51. T'o Mr. Cook.—The aetivities of the Main Roads
Commission will increase by virtue of the fact that ite
revenue is increasing, Our motor vehicle revenue i3
soing up. Registrations are inereasing at the rate of
ctween £40,000 and £50,000 o year The Federal
aid roads scheme is also fixed, for ten years. Beyond
these two sources of revenue we are dependent on. the
moneys appropriated from time to time by the State
Parliamont, .

52.. To Senator Payne—lL su]{‘pose that the Clommis-
sioner has come to his decision about having a ten-years’
lense, becauso of the fact that, so far, the Federal aid
roads: schemo is limited to ten years. But theve is
no indication that the activities of the commission will
not, extend beyond that peried.  There is no doubt
that the work of the ission has been der
ably enlarged by the inauguration of the Federal aid
roads schome. If in ten years a State building were
available on the other side of Anzac Squave, T cguld
not say what the comumission would do. ~That is a
matter for, the State Government to decide. T do
not think that the limitation of our leaso to ten years
has been influenced by amy consideration of the pos-
sibility of the State Government erecting offices on the
other side of the square. I have seen it stated in the

ress that there is a proposal to erect those offices,
Eut‘ T have had no official advice that the work is to
bo taken in hand, The proposed rent in the Com-

cealth building D very favorably with the
3s. 0.3d. per square foot we are now paying.

53. To Mr. Cameron—The whole of the Queensland
main roads activities are administered from Rrisbane.
My estimate of an annuel increase of 5 per cent, in
our office requirements was arrived at yesterday, when
we took into considerstion the. amount of space. wa
would requiroe for each individual branch of our organi-
zation, T cannot say that, in view of the fact that it
s a policy throughout Australia to make a very
material iterease in the comstruction of better ronds:
we aro likely to inerease at the rate of more than 5
per cent. per aunum, Going back over a period of
five years, we arrived at the fignre T have: mentioned
a8 our possible incrense in the future. Tt is true that
the increase in staff has beén greater siuce tlie Foderal
grants were made available, ~ Our road programme
Ras become bigger, practically to the extent of the
amount of money the Commonwealth has granted.
The motor revenue. i increasing each year. Our
revenue from this source during' the past five years
Las been ng follows:—1021-22, £40,000; 1022.23,
£64,000; 192324, £102,000; 192425,  £144,000;
1095-20, £189,000. Judging by the revenuo already
veeeived for the first eleven months of the year 1026-27,
the indications are that the revenue this year will he
£240,000. This inerease is purely due to an inereaso
in the ummber of vehicles,  Motor vehicle: fees in
Queensland were fixed in 1921, and were not altered
until the fivst of this month. From now on: the rates
are, roughly, 25 per cent. higher than previously.

54, To Senator Reid—We have small offices in
Yungaburra on the .Atherton Tableland, Townsville,
and Rockhampton.  TIn these offices are located ecn-
gineers in charge of distriets, and one or two assistant
e The distriet offives have no effect what-

Our work is varied. The Motor Reg Branch
deals with the public On the average we
have from 50 to 60 people at the counter each hour,
‘and: the nimber is incrensing every year. That counter
should be at a. épot which is handy to_the public,

At present we are on the fourth floor in Tesmond

cver on the size of the central sdministration staff
in Brisbane. It is always our aim to spend in the
twelve months the amount of revenue collected for the
year, apd the amount of money made aveilable by the
Commonwealth and State Governments; but it is not



always }mssiblv: to dv 50,  \s onr revenue lncrepees
we. are likely to inerense vnr activities and our worl-
ing staff. Tt wonld suit us to get into the new build-
ing before it wns completed, beenuse our present lenso
expires at the end of November, 1028, )

Pho wilness withdrow,

Herbert Asher Benjamin, Staff Clerk, Postmaster-
General’s Dopartment, Brisbaue, and President of
the Queensland Postal Inpstitute, sworn and
exemined,

55, To the Chairman—~The Queensland Pogtal In-
stitute was established n little over three years ago.
I have been president of it for ecighteen months.
Primarily the institute is an cducational establish-
ment, but we also have a eafé. The ed: fonal
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at other times, we axe ngt.  We bave slgek ag. well
o ey o are 19 ,\hgl{),h(a vl o

busy_days. n the day on whickt of

was in Brisbane. wo coylll not aeconunodyte ?ile£p§v lo
who came into the eafé to have some lunch. q&e
employ & manageress and fivo ‘other pe;ggns, g, of
thicge’ being waitregies, We try to run liq'cafg on
lines to, shit thé convenience of the officors. "Th café
is just about self-supportiglg. Somgtines o miko
o profit and sométimes we suffiéy 4 loss,
month we made a profit o£ 13, but i

month we lost '£3 or £4. We' hivo ggod ‘and
bad months, but we try to lhalaheo  mattey
There s mo subsidy for the café. "W¢ ar¢ not
perwitted to apply aiy part of the sub ﬁy Yo
tho cnfé, The Tistitute 'is manpged by 8 douy
of ninoteon departmental ofﬁtg‘eps,“‘tlllreo, of who

z

facilities deal with postal matters. We have varions
classes—mathematics, nccountancy, telegraphy, ~tele-
phony, machine work for girls, postal work, savings
bank work, and all duties u postal officer iv.expected o
perform when le comes into contact with the
public.  These classes are under different in-
structors who are paid out of a subsidy provided by
the Government,  Last year, and in the previous
year, we were allowed £600, but prior to: that we were
allowed £1,000, of which we were permitted to spend’
£250 on the establishment of a café. The subsidy
is now solely applied to education. The £330 to
which I have referred was. applied towards the pur
chase of furniture and fittings for the café. Altogether
we expended about £600 in fitting up the enft, the
bplance of the money being obfained from membors’
s\’xibseriptions, from revenue derived from the reerca-
tion facilities we have, such as billiards and ping
pong, and also from. the sale of soft drinks and tobaceo
in the recreation room. The eafe occupies about 1,320
feet of space. It is situated in the basement of the
General Post Office. We have a large reereation
room and several class rooms, There are about 800
persons employed in the building. The café is
patronized fairly well, but not ag well as I should like
to see it patronized. We employ a small staff in it,
and endenvour to make it self-supporting. We supply
breakfast, luncheon, and teg, and make sales ov~r
the counter. As a rule, we do not provide hot meals,
but it has been the practice to supply a plate of soup
in the winter months. Officers can get a hot pie, or
something of that kind, and hot tea, cocon or coffee,
but otherwise the meals we provide are cold.  The
number who have breakfast in the eafé is very small,
being principally confined to officers of the mail brancl
who Tlave to_do early morning duty and have break

fast there. We are fairly busy at lunch time. 'Wo
can accommodate about 60 persons at our tables, but
they ave not always full. Many officers’ shifts per-
mit them to have morning tea, which they ean obtain
in the café, Tn the afternoon tho same thing applies,.
nnd‘hm:my of the officers’ wives and families come in
to the café for afternoon ten. Of course, the café is
not available to the general public. T do not sny
that, our limited accommodation is responsible for the
poor patronage of the café, I think it is due to the
fact that officers cannot afford to have their lunches
there.  The tariff is certainly very reasonable; we
sell almost at cost price, just making enough profiy
lo pay the wages of the cmployees in the café, It
costs: an officer' about 1s. 8d. for a rcasonable lunch.
Some of the staff go outside for their lunch, but T think
T am safe in snying that the majority bring a snaek with
them. There are retiring rooms in the mail branch
and the telegraph branel in which the officors can ear
their lunch; but in other brauches of the depart-

ment those officers who bring their lunch have to eat

it in the rooms in which they work.  There are

facilities 1 those rooms for meking tea. T think

the café is justified. Sometimes we arc rushed apg

P d by tho Postn General. Of'the balance
tho deputy director nomiinates eight, and 't?xs ‘othier
eight are i d hers of the insti The
council thus appointed or clected chooses. its own pre-
sident, and gppoints various ittees, such gs
the classes comnittee, the café commiltes, the recred-
tion committee, and' the finanee commitice, ""‘The- café
committec consists of three members ‘of ‘the “eojcil,
T happen to be chairman of that committee, but we
do not interfere with the mulmge‘meuf of the café.
We make the manageress solely responsible to us so far
as food i concerned: We simply endeavotr- to carry
out a policy that may be laid down by the council for
the running of the eafé and give the munngere'gs, E
freo hand, ~ With my experience of the rufining of'
our café, I should recommend the provision of some-
thing of the sort in the new Comunonwealth offices.
I do not suggest that it should be run on the claborate
lines adopted' at the outset in our institute, We pro-
vided nico tables, and covered them with very nice
glass and doyleys under the glass. We purchased
vory nico oréckery aud cutlery, and. all that surt of
thing. 1 should’ think that the majority of our
officérs here would be better pleased to have a large
room where they could ent their lunch and purelinso
a cup of tea. A caféteria is more my idea of what
should be adopted. I think it should have Leen
adopted in the Post Office in the firat instance. When
the mew contral antomatic exchange-is ready, and the
building in whieh the exchange is now located: is
vneated, we are to be given a larger floor space for
our café.  The proposal iy to establish a caféteria
there on the lines T have just mentioned, ind we
trust that it will be made use of more freely by officers.
At present wo admit officers of other departments.
Any Commonwealth or State officer outside the Postal:
Department may become an associate member of our
institute, and have all the privileges of the institute
with the exception that he is not permitted to ballot
or vote at conncil meetings.  Officers receiving: over
£156 a year in splary pay an sunual subseription of
10s. a year; officers receiving less than £156' a yeai
pay o subscription of 55 a yenr.  The associate Jriem-
bers pny the samo rates. We have a library econ-
taining 5,000 volumes, and we pay a librarian to look
after it. We employ a steward to look after the
reereation room. We derive a fair amount of revemie
from billinrds,  ‘The tables ave about the best pnyi};g

b

proposition we have. I think that the officers in '{)
Post Office should be loyal to their own caf§ by
patronizing it and helping s to make it pay.

56, T'o Mr, Cameron—Out of the 800 employees i
the Post Office T should eay that the average tﬁtelx(nii.{;\ gg
for Iunch in the eafé is not more than 50, I x or
to a sit-down lunch. .\ large nwmber of officers ay-
chaso thejr luuch at the caf¢ counter. We are yeary
busy at that counter from midday watil 1’ b’clo‘ﬁg.
A fruit luncheon in the smmmer costs about ls. 3d.
Wo supply a cheaper lunch than is. obfainable o,utsiﬁ:;.
We do not seck to make o profit out of our lD:\‘(l’l
officors,  We sell, at the lowest possible.” prices, and
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jfive the staff the benefit. of u cheap, decent meal
t is sirprising to me that wore do not nvail them
selves of the opportunity. YWhen the café was first
catablished it ias rushed, hut the numbers geadually
fell awny, Wo are somoewhat handicapped. —‘The
engingering: l""‘".célz which is a lnrge braneh, is not
1ogated in this building, and as tho officers of that branch
havé. only an houy for huuch, they have not too much
time to coime to the eafé, We have n good siaff of
waitresses, No one hng to wait more than three or
four minutes for a meql.

7 To Senator Réidi—1 do not think thut the calé
is phitronized to thé exfent it should e by the senior
officors. L think that the méjovity of our patrons
aro morried men.  While the department provides
facilities for making tea in the varions branches where
the officers are employed, 1 do not think that if we
provided tea or coffec or hot wuter for ten and sorved
it over the counter we should get more of the staff to
como to thé: luncheon room, I fm not prepared to
snggest that if tho lines on which onr eafé was in-
augursted were adopted in the -Commonwenlth offices
a. café would be h success. ~We went in. for a too
elaborate scheme in the heginniug,  Thie fittings of the
café-avo the-property of the Postal Institute. The in-
stitute’s. property is vested in three trustees appointed
by the Governtuient,

8. To Afr. Tacoy.—T do not know what Prop’or(ion
of the officerd of tlic Post Office patronize the counter
in ‘o ¢hfé. It is mot nearly half the number of
diiployées.  Wheii I go to my lunch at 1 o'clock T
alwhys seo fiftén or twenty round the counter
cliitfonring to be sorved. They ull want to be seived
ab onte. Of thote who do fot patronize the café some
b 'out for lunch; but T think the majority bring their
Tinch fvith tliem, We have given consideration to tho
fi#fter ‘of providing a botter luneh, but we d6 not
think ‘it would Hé profitable business, We could not

db_hs Ts doné in the Commonweslth Bank premises in
Sifdnby, bétatsb wo have not thie neddssary facilities for
cboking ‘s hot Inifeh. In any caso I do mot think the
mijority of éuF Sfficars would patronize a Neavy meal.
Thoy do niot ldok for it in thiis clifate, especinlly in
thh suimmér months. As b rule, people havo ‘their
dikiter 2t might, ind do ot look for mueh at 'the lanch
héur; In the jwnter nionths, howéver, they Tike to
gét 'a Yittlo hot dish occasionu_l]&'; for instance, soup
is ‘grovided in our 'café Ppracticslly every day in the
‘inter, 'AH8 eVery Friday is fish day.
50, Fo Mr. Cook.—1L favour the iden of providing
dation in the Ci Ith offices for n
luncheon xoom. _ If there are 400 officers in the build-
ing.a small luncheon room should be provided. I do
not wish to be misunderstood about the number who
patropize our, café, We may have 150 patrons of the
cafs for Junch, but not, more than 50 -for a sit-down
lunch. We have not the accommodation for 800 to
sit down. and take their Junch at the tables, Tf it
catno to a_pineh we could accommodate the best part
of 100, But I do not think lack of accommodation
is:the cause of the lack of patronage. We have many
vacant seats at Junch hour. Our room does niot com-
are with the luncheon room in the Commouwealth
Eunk, Sydney. I have often thought that the place
where our café is established is a detriment. It is
in the basement, in a place which was once used as a
strong room for the Storage of old records.. It is very
Yot in summer, although wo have electrie fans in-
d.  When the dutomatic exchange is opened we
shall geb better aceommodation for our café. T think
that if e had a Jarge voom we should get better
resilts. We sell tobacco and soft drinks, sweets, cakes,
angd scoues, and all that sort of thing. Tobaceo is
s5d by the steward in- the institule. After the café
clogés at 7,30 pim., officers desiring to purchase soft
drinks br tobutco get them from the steward in the

vecreation room. We have an orchestra that plays in
the café onee: or twice n week botween 1 o'clock and
2 g'clock  Our officers oan go into the institute and
I'stey to tlie music without going inté the café.

(Daken at Brisbane.)
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Michuel Timothy Keely, Deoputy Federal Commis-

sioner of ‘Tnxation, Queensland, sworn and

examined.

60. 7' the Chairman.—~My department deals with
Federal land tox, entertainments tax, and cstate duties,
When 1 was previously before the committee, it also
dealt with income tan, but that work las now been
transferrcd to the State, Although our activities have
been cousiderably eurtailed, T think it advisable that &
depertment of the size of this department, and others of
similar importance, should be housed in the same build-
ing. I am thinking mainly of the convenicnce of the
publie.  Our present suvy i are nt.
There is nlso 4 risk of fire. We should have separate
storing conveniences where the risk of fire would bo less.
Tt needl not be strongroom accommodation, but T sup-
pose it would be practically cquivalent to it. ‘We need
for ‘our yecords steal frames, surrounded by a ‘brick or
storio’ wall, with steel doors, No amount of fire
insuiatice would proteet them, Tt is mostly the risk
of fire that 1 am thinking of. We have records for
ten years back. They are ocensionally in demand,
The “voiy fact that they are occasionsily in demand
niakes it nccessary that they should be preserved
ngainst. fire, We shonld require about 900 feet of
spnde for these vecords, Wa have 42 offieers in the
‘Paxition Braveh, and seven in the sub-"h:ensury. n
addition, we have to provide accommodation for two
audit officers +who are engaged in auditing the accounts
of this office. We thus require accommodation for 51
officers. At present we oceupy 6,218 feet, and, without
being extravagant, I estimate that we would require
in the riew building 4,850 feet for taxation officers, 800
foet for taxation reeords, and 1,331 feet for the sub-
Trensury, making in all 6,181 feet for the staff, and
900 feat for the storage, or o total of 7,081 feet. The
storage should be convenient for the staff. The future
ontlook for the Commonwenlth taxation department
defends upon # eonference shortly to-be held in Mel-
bourne. The Commonwealth offices should be built on
w site which would prove convenient to the public.
The Tasation Branch a good deal to do with tle
publie. Many people arc obliged to interview our
oficers. In flie busy time we have about 100 eallers
a day. L should say that the Deputy Commissioner,
the chief clerk, the cashier, and_inquiry officer would
need to be on the ground floor. In addition to storage
accommodation for records, we would want at least
one strong-room for the priced secounts and ledgers.
The assessing officers, who have to stick clqsely to their
desks, would find' no difficulty in being situated on 2
higher floor. I think that the Old-age Pensious Depert-
ment should be situated on the ground floor for the saks
of the old pensioners, who are slow in getting in and
out of lifts. .

61, To Mr, McGrath.—I{ there are a fair number
of Federal officers in the building, I think  café would
Do n sisccess, I think the officers could be depended on
to tnke sufficient interest in it if it were built of & typo




lr{’ ]w)lich one conld nsk friends, and. chaxges were xeason-
able.

82, To Mr. Cook—~T cannot sny whether the con
truction of the full building is warranted at the pre-
went time. Tt depeuds on how the Government depart-
ments will grow, 1t scems doubtful whethor the Tnxa-
tion Department will be contimed. T under-

blish
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has 850 feet ndditional spece for storage in the dritl-
yard, Adelaide-street, and, of course, this storage could
be provided in the basement at the back ond of the
building towards Anu-strect. That 850 foet is included
in the 2,600 feot: The sub-Tressury now oceupics
1,210 fect. We propose to provide 1,331 fect, an in-
erense of 10 per cont. Wo dre ot inelnding space for

stand the Ci lth ms; ional in-
surnnce, It is very hard to sny what is the outlook for
the Federal staife; but T think there will bo a goot
demand from the States for accommodation in the new
offices if rents ave ressonable.

The witness withdrew,

Joames Orvin, Federal Works Director for Queensland,
sworn and examined.

63. To the Clicirman—In wy pasition, I have

the Immig Branch, nor for the Commouweslth
stenmers. Tt is doubtful whether they would Yequire
s*mce,, aud T have not gone into the secominodation
they have at the present time, The mattor is ono for
the Commonwealth Shipping Board, Sydney, to deter-
mine,, The Attornoy-General’y Department occupies
030 foot. 'We propose to provide 1,260 feet for them.
We are allowing 1,400 feet iw the new building for
Federa] Ministers, menibers, committec, and scorotarial
vooms. In this space, we would gllow for four rooms.
At present, the members’ rooms in the Post Office pro-
vide 690 feot. If (hp‘pro‘pqsed acgommodntion» in. the
1

general supervision over the housing of C: 1th
Departuents in Queensland. T have gone into. the dif-
forent dopartments, mensured the space they now
oceupy, and cstimated what is considered a reasonable
increase for tho next ten years. The Electoral Depart-
ment s oecupying 2,360 feet. We aro providing: for
an increaso of 25 por cent, or & totel area of 2,850
feet. The Works and Railways Department is now
aceupying, 3,600 fest. We ave allowing for a 50 per
cent, increase, becauso we are now cramped, We want
more accommodation, because we want more stafl, but
we_cannot, get. it unless we go outside .the present
building, thus separating our staff, 1f the new build-
ing had not besn proposed, we would have had to
find accommodation in some other building. I esti-
mate that the Works and Railways Department will
need 5,400 feet. The Pensions Department, including
invalid and old-age_pensions and maternity all
officers, now occupies 1,810 feet. We are providing
for o 50 per conf. inereass, or & total aren of 2,730
feot. The Taxation Depnrtment occupies 4,850 feet.
We are not allowing for eny increase, and propose to
¥1'ovi‘de ot more then 4,850 feet in the new building.
+ is doubtful whether there will be any increase in
tho taxation staff, or whether it will disappear alto-
gether, The Audit Department ocoupies 1,220 feer.
Tt is not considered that it will require any more space
in the new building, The Dairy Department occu-
pies 500 feet, and we are providing 750 feet for it in
the new building, this representing un increase of 30
per cent. The Meat Tnspection Branch occupies 500
Teot, and it is proposed to allow the sume amount of
space in the new building, The Public Service
nspector, who oceupies 1,300 feot, will not require any
additionsl space.  The Navigation and Lighthouse
Branch, not including. the shipping office, which is
Jocated at the waterside, occupies 3,180 feet. We are
allowing 4,000 fect for this department, an inerease
of 25 per cent. We are now working on a scheme
to provide offiee_accommodation for the Navigation
and’ Lighthouse Branches in the Customs House, by
building an additionz] floor on the top; but it is not
considered a very desivable proposition, because, in the
first place, it will materially affect a good architee-
tural strueture, aud, in the second place, the altern-
tions will cause a eonsiderable amount of in i
to the occupants. It would probably be necessary to

find temporary accommodztion for some of the Cus-

toms staff while the alterations were in progress, and
the cost would certainly not be less than £8,000.

the Navigation and Lighithouse: Branch consider that
the Chustoms is & suitable site, there can be no objec-
tion. to o location in Adelaide-street, five minutes away.
The shipping office, where the seamen’s shelter is
established, and where the seamen sign on, could
rempin where it is at the wharf, The Quarantine
Department now occupies 1,300 feet. We are provid-
ing 9,600 feet forit, an inerease of 100 per eent. It

new build 5 , We could make
the space 2,800 foet. The War .Service Homes Com-
mission now oceupies 4,500 feet, apd wve have not
allowed' any extra space for the future, because it is.
1ot considered that that branch will ineresse in siza.
T understand that the State Main Roads Bonrd will
take 15,000 feet. in the new building; the Common-
wealth Bank. 10,000 feet, and State Government
Departments 10,000 feet. Allowing: 9,800 fect for: the
members’ rooms, theso make & total of 71,401 feet. Tho
Repatrintion Départment ie not. now in & suitable
building. Tt cost. about £7,000, and I think abous
£8,000 was. spent on alterations, and in the comstruc-
tion of tional buildings, including some i

at the rear, Some of the femporary structures have
since been demolished and sold, and, in the cireum-
stances, 1 could not. say ot the moment what the
capital cost stends at, but the building provides
10,000 feet of apace. X do wot think that thers would
be any diffieulty in selling' the building, for what it.
cost., “As o matter of fact, L think it conld be sold
at an advance on cost, becauso it was bought at o low
figure, and values have since considerably inereased.
1f the commission were housed in Adelnide-street, and
its rent assessed at 8s. n foot per annum, it would be

paying cousiderably more_than it is mow paying
in interest on éapital cost. For that renson,, thero may
be an objection on. the part of the commission, to going
into the Commonwenlth offices,  There are ceriain
alterations for which the commission: would not recover
anything, I suppose it would not get more than
£10,000 for the building, as it stands, In any case, the
rental chargo is only a book entry, I had not included
he Repatriation C igsion in my imate o
space Yikely to be taken in the Commonwerlth offices,
because of the low rent it.is now enjoying, but if it
will give up its premises, I see'no reason why it should
ot be included. The officers of the commission often
communicate with the Works and other Cominonwealth
Departments, and it would be much more conveniernt
for them if they were in the same building as those
departments.  The Adelnide-street offices would be
much more central, and far better for the publie.
T understand thot the site mow occupied by the
Meteorologieal Bureau is desirable, because of the
observation and reading work that has to bo done;
but I should think that observations could be taken
on the roof of the Adelaide-street building. There
was a suggestion at one time to put quarters on the
roof of the building for ome of the meteorologieal
men, We have not made that provision,, but if the
meteorological staff is anxious to come into the Com-
momwealth offices, it would not oecupy more than
1,000 feet. If the Repartriation. Depertment should
be housed in the Commonwealth offices, it would: bring'
the total occupied area to 81,491 super feet, lenving
less than 15,000 feet pied if the wholé building
wore completed, The figures T lave supplied provide.
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feet of floor space. That amount would be saved by
hiousing- the depariments in tho. sow building. Tle
rent for 15,000-feet at 3s. n foot per annum, payable by
the Main Roads Commission would: amount to £2,250.
The Commonwealth Bank would pay £1,500 for
10,000 feet, and the State Departments £1,600 for the
sao amount of floor space.  These three items,
togother with the £4,056 now paid by the Common-
woalth for rent of ocenpied premises, wonld make a
total of £10,208. But at present we are only paying’
for 27,200 feet, wherens the new huilding would pro-
vide the Commonwoalth departments with 86,400 feat,
to get which, outside, ut the current rental of 3s. 84,

for expansion, for' the noxt ten years. The Common- vided for in the new building, would amount to £12,000
wealth is now paying in rent £4,056 a yoar for 97,200 per annum, whicl
£200,000; representing the
building,
oceupied space,. we 8l
for other departments,

also have available 26,
and future expansion.

et for luncheon rooms,
f £1,580, ot 3s. per foot

That would represen
b e 7 Department, or the Com-:

per ann

would bring in, roughly,
revenue: in rent received and r
sctually £13,600, and,
would have the advantago o
1th activities under one roo.

ent saved should be
£16,000. The public:

a foot por annum, would cost. the Co 1th an-
other £1,400 .per annum. Adding this amount to 'the
£10,206 would make the total 211,636, to set against
the payment of intercst and sinking fund on the cost of
tho new builing. There would still be 26,000 foet
available for any other depertment that might spring
up. _If the Repatriation Depariment camo in, there
would be only 15,000 feet unoceupied, and one doos
not know what new departments aro likely to spring
up. There are certain’ proposals dealing with national
insuranco and_housing, and it is possible that theso
may take a definite shape, and that accommadation
will have to be provided for their ad jon,
flie housing scheme has to be nndertaken by the Worke
aid Railways De artment, it will mean extra office
accommodation. ff it has to bo done by the War
Sorvice Homes Department, it will atill mean oxtra
accommodation, Another activit; gvhwh may grow
rapidly in the future is aviation, It is growing rapidly
in Queensland. Between Charleville and Camooweal
we have 25 landing grounds. and aerodromes. The
servica is only just developing, and I think it is reason-
ghlo to think that, in the next ton years, there will be:
big developments in that line, Tt sill probably mesn
& branch depot in each big city. In my estimate of
space likely to be occupied in the new building, I have
made no. provision for & Yuncheon-room. [ think it.is
a good iden to provide & luncheon-room, kitclens, and
things like that, and T should think that they would
cceupy ' ahout 4,000 feet. The Posta] Department and
the Commonwealth Bank yrovide Juncheon rooms mv
Prishane and in other ecitics, and T do not see why
provision should not be made for one in the Common-
\ealth offices, Brisbane. T have mot gont iato the
uestion of how such a yoom would pay, It is a fair
&ing to give the employees soré O] pportunity to have
{héir lunch under comfortable conditions on the pre-
thises. “The floor space I have mentioned is simply
e cloar undivided space in the building. When the
division of the space is taken in hand, consideration
will be given to the need, for providing a retirin room
for girls, If no provision ie wmade for a café, it 18
only reasonable to gssuie that the men and the ladies
will want separate luncheon rooms, and rooms where
they could imeet in common, dit about, and have some
recreation, if necessary. Public servants have an hour
for Junch, and, after they have partaken-of their mesl,
they frequently indulge in games of ping-pong, and
things like that during’ the balance of the hour, Many
of the banks have vecreation rooms. 1 think that
4,000 feet of space would amply .provxde for lunch
rooms, COMMOR roomMS, and recrention ToomS. 1f the
Repatriation Department were housed in the mew
offices, and provision were made for. luncheon ‘Tooms
to the extent of 4,000 feet, it would aceount for
86,000 fest. ‘The rents: received by the Commonweslth
for apace: occupied in- the building would work out &t
7 per cent. [ have alrendy shown that the rents' that
the Commonwenlth is now paying, the amounts received
fiom. other departments who would' occupy the build-
ing, and an gllowance for-what ‘it would have to paYy
_ontside for increased' accommodation, which is pro-

eater than it is at pre-

1th servants in Brisbane are
not working, under auyt Jiko ideal conditions. A
Railways Department, axd
in one room e have to work with the olectric light
We are not now occupying a goo

has the only decent accommo
alth servants ave concerned.,
1d be any objection to. housin
licf Departments in the Com-
Aborigines’ Board is more cr

dealing with measures and

State Aborigines and Rel

ne—It is absolutely oertain,
mitted, that 71,000 fo
I be occupied. If the Repal
ferred- to the new building,
oms and retiring rooms,
10,000 feet unoceupicd.
ation Department is n
iningrooms are not esf
representing £3,900 a year.
Commonwealth has to take.
n.—1 have been in Brisbane a
er two and a half years.

84, To Senator Pay
on the figures I hav
the new building will
tion activities are trans)
allotted for diningro

with the. extension of the d the State itself, the

Commonwealth activities

increased if the State goes
how things are growl
struction of|c~1%ln ne

we have in hand the con-

st completed one at
would' build new perma the
o ¥ banks are also building.

Lalf the building were

66. To Senalor Reid—If v "
accommodation vequired

erected, it would not g
Even if' the Repatria

of deparfments inere think it would be worth
while to take the risk of pu
to make provision for futur
rovision of recreation yoo
s more contented, an

me wonld make the other

atever has heen done in

d with success in other States, a room
can be worked with sue
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67, T¢ Mr, Lacey-—1 think a 25 per cent. increase
in dation 18 quite icut for the Electoral
Department. It hns fairly good sccommodation at
the present time. We have conferved with the Chief
Eleetoral Officer as to: what he thought would be o
reasonnble micreuse. The -dopartments have told me
exaetly what their experience tells them they will need.
1 have set down what is regarded ns the minimum
smount requred in ten years, It is quite likely that

more_will be needed. We cannot gauge what spaco:

may be required for housing; national Insirance, and
uviation. I think that the proposed building will
provide ‘sufliciont accommodation for them, but I do
not think ‘there would be very much left ovér. I think
that ‘the Dimmigration Office at Kangaroo Point is
govorned by the State, The space occupied would not
have any material effcet on the figures I have given,
8. 7' ‘Senator Barnes—Men doing different work
require @ varying amount of space. The space for
whicl provision is made in_the new building is based
on what is now oecupied. It could hardly be possible
to have ‘= recognized standard amount of
spaco for cuch officer. A’ man at a drawing-
board in o draughting office wants 4 -consider-
able space. Very offen, in addition to the
drawing-board, he wants a desk, A supervising archi-
teet neéds mot only a drawing-hoard, but also a lar
desk about the sizs of o table. A typist requires only
n small space at a typing machine. We want muth
more nccommodation for & surveyor than we require
for an ordinary elerk, or, in fret, for a draugh

ench section. of cach floor; and. the omission of three:
floors of the Ann-street section would menn a rédue-
tion of nearly 15,000 feet of space, which would not
bo onough if the Repatriation Depardment came into.
tha buildi 1f the Commissi jedinny portion
of the new building, you could not reduce it by Tmore
than two stories in. one seetion. I do not think,.it
advisable to sidopt that plan: for the. snke of avoiding
a little surplus space. The possibility is that. if the
Repatriation Commibsion comes into the building, andi
provision is made for reereation rooms, and. go forth,
there will not be more than 10,000 feet availablo for
future activities, .

The witness withdrew,

John 'Smith Murdoch, Director<Greneral of Works -and:
Chief Architect, Department of Works and Railways;
réelled, and further exemined, i
1. o ‘the ‘Chairman—When T came to Brisbane

with the committee to Jock into the probability of Jochl

occliphtion of 'the profosed ‘offices” by ‘State 'di

nients, and got fuller information about tlis occupn-

tion of them by Cominonwealth ’‘departments, T

hod_tho ides that thé building, would be e That

would ‘probably 'take some yesrs tb completely

1], but after hearing the bulk of 'the evidence given i$

o

or only port ‘of

e must keep his instruments in Lis office, -ind these'
take up a great deal of space. They eould mot be
kept in an ordinary store, becanse thoy must be avail-
able at any hour of the dny. TFurthermore, tliey aie
valuable.  There sre recognized space standards for
schools and hospitals, but not for offices.

69, To the Chiirman,—Tt is proposed to effect some
dlterations, ‘repairs, uid reconditioning, to the present
General Post Office. T understnnd that the ercetion of 2
new building is fo remain in-abeyance for the next five
or ten years, 1f the Postal Department require further
gecommodation, T do mot' think it would evtertain the
iden of going to .Xdelaile-stréet. Tt would: be too far
away. The deparfment is still paying remt for itz

storage, but the proposal to ercet postal stores and’

workshops. in Wickham-street will clear up. that
trouble..  The class of construction of the proposed
Commonwealth offices meets with. my approval. I do
not think it would bo sdvisable to reduce the floor
space. I think it would be better to put up the full
scven stories, beemtise if the Repatriation C'ommission
comes in, there would be only 10,000 feet inoceupied.
Tf you reduced the floor space by 10,000 feet, it would:
mean two stories in one of the three sections of the
building. If these had to be built up at some furure
time, quite apart from the inconvenicnee to the oceu-
pants, it would bu a more eastly operation than to Duild
them at the present time. If a veduction in: the size of
the building were comsidered neeessary, 1 think it
would be better to build two sections to the full height,
and sllow the reduction to be effected on one section.
If you left vut one section entirely, T do not see how
it could be done uxeept at « common height. [t might
eripple the formatiun of the duzac Square if the Jina-
stregt svetion of the building were cut out; and if the
Commonwealth Bank is ocupying the ground floor
with o frontage to Adelaide-strect, T do not sce how
you cun do otherwise than build on tu Adelnide-street.

70. To Mr. Seabruok.—It might meet the case if the
first two stories were built to the level of Ann-street,
and right through to the Adelnide-street fromtage.
leaving the balance of the JAun-street scction to be
completed at a Iater dute. That would give the Com-
monwealth Bauk the full floor from Adelaide-strevt
to Ann-street. There are slightly over 4,500 feet on

matter, ] that it Wwould ‘be ‘cebhoiny
to baild the whole striefure, even Bupposiip Tt was B0t
fully oeciipied &it the fime of its 'cotinpgcﬁbu. Tt 38 1
possible to say how nearly ‘thit will bo accomplished,
because, in the next few yedrs, there. are ‘dihor Federdl
activities that will ‘be created, whigh we have
little ‘knowledge at the present tinia. But even if
there is some. vacant space in the builling; I do iiot
think it yill, be veéry much, aid, of coufge, spac

veiy vendily let to_ uilities oufside tlie '‘Gove
service. I do not think there wdild be-any abjection
to letfing it in this way. T do it know the Taw 6i
the sibject; ethiieally T do mot think the
wealth Governmenit should oritpete. With pri
prise in mattcrs like thig; but fhe competit
amount ‘to o little in flis  bLuildiig
one would object fo it. That, howover, is all dn
the supposition that the building would not be “fully
oceupied at the beginning. 'l‘lfxe coininiftee has a
serions duty in coming to a conclusion on this
matter, and, after hearing the evidence, the best advice
T cangive it is that if it proposes to udvise that oiily
portion-of the building be crected, ‘it should not adapt
the advice of the Mayor of Brisbane to build over the
whole site, and omit a couple of stories, or even one
story. I think that we should build at leist. tio-
thirds of the structure; that is to say, two of the blocks
up to the full height, and omit either the wholg of the
third block, ox the upper three storids of it. Neither
cxpedient would, Jpave cnough space to accommodate
the dopartments that are in Sight; and I think
it would be wise to decide fo  build the
whole structure, When I came here, [ did ot
think so, but I have now come to the conclusion that
the whole scheme would be justifiable from the public
point -of view. 1 do not know that L onght to sey
uch about the State offices. I always had the view
that, they must necessarily be a scheme coveriug 30, 10,
or 50 years. As they would comprise n very large
building, T thought they would be built in seetions.
For ingtance, the State Tremeury building et the
top of Queen-street was erected in seetions -extending
qver 40 years, The last section has just been -coln-
pleted. The offices in Anzac Square wopld be ‘o wuelr
larger building, and its development, probably wvould:
occtpy o loug peried. In that respect, T +as

17

impressed by what' the Mayor of Brishane said,
when he expressed his anxioty to cloan up the
coptre of Brishano, I was also impressed by a remark
made by Mr, McGrath,  1le asked whero would lic
the economy inleaving unused for « long period 2 por-
tion of tha city owned by the State Governmoent. The
Commonwealth had a very similar experience in
Derth. It acquired for postal purposes an ares, of
land in the contro of the city quite beyond Common-
woalth requirements for many years to come, and it
utilized it by building on it to meet requirements for
40 or 60 years, and by letting the romainder on & build.
ing lense. Once the Anzae Squars is developed, build-
ing, sites in the locality will inerense in value,
and it would be bad business for the State to leave
its area unoccupied. However, that js a matier
for tho State Govermment, and T wm, rather
exceeding my function. in referring to it, but thought
that if I mentioned what the Commonwealth
had done in Perth, it might be some guide as to what
might be. done in Brisbane. If Anzae Square is to
have any sort of apy at all, the icipal part
of it should unite with the Commonwealth building
straight away, In those circumstances, I should prefer
to start our building' from. the Ann-street end. In a
rowing country like this, an unfinished. building, so
ong a8 minds are sble to realize that it is a struc-
ture- in-course of. extension, does not present.an unsat-
isfnctory appearance. For the purpose of the square,
if State offices or Commonwealth offices have to- be
crected one before the other, the Commonwenlth. build-
ing should be-the first to bo put up. It is moro mate-
rial that the Commonwealth offices should be built
to enable tha work in the square to be cormenced.
The State building could be omitted: for the pre-
sent with less detriment to the appearance of the
square than. conld the Commonwealth building, because
when the. existing State buildings on the site are
removed, it. will' leave an open space, wh(ir‘ens looking

gardening of the square, when the State buildings
now on the site are removed, ss they will bo towards
the end’ of the year. The Mayor's attitnde has been
very fair towards the whole project.

¥3. To Mr, Cameron,- A start could: be mnde with
the building of the Commonwealth offices at the end: of
this year, if the building is approved. I think the
maximum time for completing it would be three years;
but, given a good_contractor, it might, perhaps, be
finished in two and o haif years.

(Taken at Brisbane.)
FRIDAY, 20t MAY, 1927,
Presont:

Mr. Mackay, Chairman;
Senator Barnes Mr. Cook
Senator Payne Mr. Lacoy
Senator Reid Mr. McGrath
AMr. M. Cameron Mr. Seabrook.

George Lawson, Seeretary of the Returned Snilors’ and
oldiers’ Tmperin]l Lengue of Mustralia, Brisbune
branch, sworn and examined.

74, To the Chairman—Since 1919 the returned
soldiers have been anxious that Anzac Square should
be built. I am here this morning at the request of
the annual meeting of the Brisbane branch held last
week, From the inception there has been a long series
of delnys and disappointments in conuexion with thns
square. So confident were we in 1920 that it would
be realized in a year or two that an organizer was
appointed' to gather funds for the erection of a

down. the square towards the: h side, you
have a very unsightly aspect presented by the existing'
private.-buildings. The Mayor-has undertaken that the
omission ofithe State to erect its offices will not deter the
construction of the square. There is no resson why
the: square should not be formed, even if the com-
mencement of the State building was deferred for
years. - Work on the square could be commenced with-
out, any interference six months after the Federal
building has commenced.

12, To Mr. Seabrook.~—Seeing that the lower floors
are to he in stone, and all the foors above that in
plaster, I would' suggest. that if the building is to be
reduced by a certain number of storivs in one block,
the line of demarcation shonld be two floors instead
of three to Adelnide-street. But that would mean
cutting, out too much space, and nut allowing enough
o1, requi The esti d cost. of the full
building is. £170,500. To omit.the five upper floors on
the, Adelaide-strect section would reducc the estimate
by £40,350, making the total cost £130,145. In the
whols building, we would have 96,700 feet. To omit
the: five upper floors on the Adelaide-street section
would reduce the total floor spuce available to 73,700
feot, which would be nhout the amount of space
required, but would leave nothing for unfore-
seen future requiremonts. 1 consider that although
thero will be o little space unoccupied in the
building when- completed, it will be better to finish the
wholo building st the present time. I think it is the
idea of the Mayor of Brishane that tho: square will
take the form of a very much required: resting-place for
peoplo in the centre of the city, and that vehicles will
bekept.out of it. In those circumstances, no provisien
should be made in the squaro for a. vehicular traffic

to the Ci 1tk offices. ile our:
building is in progress, thero will be'a hoarding along-
side, I-think that the city could go on with the

1, and abont £2,000 has been thus ecollected.
After a while we could ses no hope of the project
eventuating in the near future, and we did not think
it correct to collect funds from the public when the
realization of the scheme was so far ahend. Tt was
a matter of grave concern to the returned soldiers in
their desire to pay homage to their fallen comrades
that they had to weleome the Duke of York in the
Toowong cemetery. We were hopeful that His Royal
Ilighness could fiove paid his homage at a national
memorial for Queensland. Tt was rveported by our
delegatos that when the federal exccutive had the
houour of entertaining the Duke and Tuchess at
Canberra, His Royal Highness remarked that be was
very pleased to sec the wonderful memorials that had
been erected at Albury, Bendigo, and Ballarat. Tt
was a matter for regret for us that it was not prssible
for him to include the eapital of Queensland in hie
commendation, As possibly the committee may be
aware, the principal plank of the platform of the
present city council was the completion of Anzac
Square, and,we had no doubt that' in one or fwa years
at least we would' heve been able to gather in that
square around a_national memorial en such notable
days as Anzae_Duy, and oceasions like the visit of a
royal prince. We are much perturbed to read. that the
Mayor of Brisbane in giving evidence: declared that it
will be at least two or three years from the commence-
ment of the. Commonweglth offices hefore Anzae Square
will be completed.  The Anzae Square commitice, the
Anzae Day Commemoration Committee and the Re-
turned' Soldiers’ League are all' concerned in the pro-
jeot, and estimate that it will be necessary to raise
approximately £20,000 for the cenotaph and
memorial to be put up in the centre of
the square. We are now hanging fire in_the
collection of funds, because the whole scheme
seems to be in the air. I appes] to this committee



to. wﬁedite,,ii possible, the ercotion of the Commeon-
wealth offices.so that the City Council may le enabled
ta lay out the square, and the various patriotic com-
mittees may erect a national momorial. ~ In 1020 My,
Maxwell, M.LA., a former Mayor of Brisbaue, to-
marked when standing on the steps of the Sputh
African War Memorial, near the central station,
“The South African memorial was erected’ seventoon
years after the South African. War. Thank God we
will' not_have to wait that long before n national
memorial is erected for the heroes who fell in the Greut
War.” It shows that in 1919 it was nover conceived that
ten years would clapse, and yet inatters in counexion
with this memorial are ns far off ns ever, Owr
belief that delay in conmexion with the Commomwenlth
buildings would necessarily delay the. work on the
square is based on the statement that the Mnyor of
Brisbane made in giving avidence ‘bofore the com-
mittee the other day. 1Ife said that the square could
not be d umti} the € 1th offices bad
been erected to the second floor. We aceept the
atatement of Mr, Murdoch that the construction of the
Commonwealth offices does not necessarily mean a
delay in the laying out of the square. But'we want to
make every post a winning post. We would not say
anything that would be likely to delay ‘the construetion
of the Commonwealth buildings, because we realize
that it would have a good architectural effect, and -ndd
to the beauty of the square.  However, we are quite
d to disappoi in ion with this
Eroject. First of all, it was mentioned that we would
ave a 200-ft, ffontage for the square. We were
then led to expect that we would have the whole of
the aréa through to Creck-street. Then we were told
that the Commonwealth offices would face Creek-streot.
After that we reverted to the original 200-ft. frontage.
Finally we have a 225-ft. frontage, Twelve months
ago we carried*the following resolution at our annwal
meeting :—

That the action of the managing council of the
lengue in agrecing to the approval of the uew
scheme for Anzac Square with a frontage of 235
feet be accepted under protest,

That resolution represents the feeling of the league in
the matter. The project has been delayed now for
twelve years, We have finally accepted the. 925-£t.
frontage; all parties are ngreeable to it, and. the re-
turned” soldiers. are_anxious to have the square com-
menced at the earliest possible moment, and that no
obstacle should be put in the way of its completion.

75. To Mr. 3, Cameron.—Hitherto no national. war.
memorial has been erected in Brigbane.

768. T'o Senator Reid—With the removal of the girle’
school there will ba room. for the erection of a.
momorial, and if the city council will lay out the
ground the. memorial can be crected.

7. To Mr. Lacey—Even if the State offices wora
not erected, we could still go ou with the building of
the mdmorigl,

8. To Mr. McGrath—We are not proposing that
the Commonwealth Government should erect.a building
if the evidence shows that it is not wareanted. T have
noticed references in the press to inadeguate accommio
dation in Brisbane for Federal members at the
General Post Office. Many of our lengue members:
bave had occasion to visit Federal members;
and sometimes I have scen as mauy as twenty persons
in & queue waiting to sce Colonel Cameron. = Other
Queensland representatives have been put to great in-
convenience in the same way,

79. To Senator Payne—The Returned Soldiers’
Lenguo owns its own building, and although its posi-
tion is net very central, I do not think that 5t would
require any space in the Commonwealth building. Wo.
bave to cugage in commercial pursuits in order to
keep going:

The witness withdrew.
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Archibald John Cl.\ristie‘; Deputy Director of, Posth
and. Telegraphs, @1 d examined,

d, sworn an

80. X'v the-Chavrmamy—Se. far ag T Know, it ifnot
intended: to ercot ‘any: building’ oir tlie postal block
cxcept the new automatis exchangé: whielr is now in
course: ofs construction, I have not beeit it Biialintic
niore’ thow two years, but when I came here I' ret
arranged the working accommodation itv the Wwliole
building and I find! o lnck ofi‘spree; W are now- re-
arranging the gotivities to: cotortlinaté them andre
clogely; and' tenders huve beon cilled: for carthin vdno-
vations:  Thesor will iriclwde thie painting of interndl
walle: and. improvément of the lightingy the tiling' of
wallg to: n cortain Height, the pulliig dowit of a
baleony between us aud the Gommonwealili Bauk! in
order to provide. a' lane;. the: provision of'a teléphono
pay station at the vear of the telegraplt counter, avd
arr extension of the existing' money ordér office: througlt
to the lane préposed to be provided. I hakdlj* know
shat ib. wag evor decided’ torpurt :wép @ néw post office!
Lmst May o commtittec met i Brishhngy and it’ was
then found: that: additional: accomniodation® and’ works
iug space were ngt neéded! When the Podtmagter
Geoneral was Tere in- Scptember last he athted: thas thé
Department would riot build. at the present'time, The
decision, thereforé, was arrived a$ betweew Inst Alny
anh last September, It is expected” that' £41800 will
be spent on improvements, together with £900‘which
the: Comnionwealth Bank is paying: towse(s its- sliare
of the alteration on the wing: _ Thevtotal floor space
avpilable in the Genera]l Post Offide block is 04,955
square feet, In the Parcels Post Office wehave 8496 feet:
The totsl space-available is therefore<102,751'féct, The
aren of the cafd is 13809 feet,  The billiard! rootn
spneo i9:2,871 fect: The library oceipies: 350 feet and
the class rooms 266 fect. The- Postal Institnte thus
occupies 5,290 feet. We ave working shiftd through-
out the 24 hours, and' the number of officors’ y
at any‘one time would be a little more than 50
postal, telograph, .and- telophone services. The it Y
in. the number. employed in all bramchey from Jane,
19232; to June, 1925, was only 37. When- we: have
the new amt i havge ine operation the 110
officers- of thetelephony oxc?mn'go who may be: on’ dirty
at the one time will di r from our building!
Tke Correspondence Bianch may incresse by’ one
daring, the next few years;, but the Accounts Branch
may incresse by three or four. The develop-
ment of Brigbaue, as in tho ense of miost oities,
is wmainly in the suburbs, nnd from a postal point of
view it means: new postal buildings in the subutbs; and
ouly to a slight:extent ealls for sdditional accommoda~
tion at head-quarters.  Quite a lot  of people d# their
business at the General Post Office.  There is no
cougestion now in the General Post: Office. The worst
part of it.ia in the telephono excharige, whicre-the- girls'
are certainly very close togothier; but that' diffieulty
is being.ramedied by the crection of'a new nutomatie
exchange. The-contracttime-for the completion of the
building is next August, but it will probably be a-yenr
lator before the work is compléted,  There isno-coii:
gestion im any- other part of the Post Office,  The
building is -convenient and. economieal' to work, We
have: largely overcome its rambling nature by o re-
arrangoment' of' the vavious activities. Those' officers
who como more closely in- contnct with the publie ara:
placed in more accessible ‘places; those: who: do
not come. into. contact with the public are in the'least
aecessible places: T a general way-the convenienby
ofi working'in-this building is mot too bad; but:itis not:
ideal, becouse it is aniold building. The‘incorvenience:
ismot oppressive. At the present time:I have betivéon
2,000 nns 2;600 square feet not ocoupied: The room
in. which the committee is now sitting is' unocenpied
spaco.  There is also a very big room available aloligs
side the:counter in the casier’s.office: There ig-alsy
« spar® reom-upstairs: Thére is' o ‘good.deal of spaks’
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sproe in ths;a;',ner of the telegraph hranch. In the
ey, putomatio, exchanga there will be altogetber 53,000

ot ‘offective floor space. In addition to the auto-
matie equipmont .and all .uceessary applisuces there
will be ,m?plc room jn it for the ndministrative stafl
of the telophone byanch, and. for the ineeri

the exchange wing we shall havo a few more class
rooms than wo have now. Classes which are now
riuning give instruction in the. following branches of
sy work—{elegraphy, postal .sorting, ucvountancy,
pustal accountuncy, typewriting, and adding and eal-
culating hi Engi instruction is given

branch,. which.is now looated. in Perey Howse, [ do
nof, think thers will be very much spuce available
huilding..for other than postal activitics, snd [
ware of any proposal to plage any other pur-
nel it To.is gertain that the staffs which 1.lave
alraady mentioned .as likely to ocoupy it will have
ample room, but I do_not think any spave will be
available for others. T am'now laying out the huild-
ing to occupy the whole seven stories.  When the new
building 48 occupied the wwhole of the existing cxchange
block: «containing approximately 17,000 feet will
become vacant.  Consideration js heing given to a
Eru’pqsnl to ‘Jooate the Postal Institute on one of tho
oors of that building. 1 do not think that any space
could bé proyided in the. old exchange: for other Com-
monweplth Dopartments.  The possibility is that an
extension of opr own activities may absorb the whole
df .the ppace available in the old exchange as well s
the 2,500 feet sparc-space we now have in the General
Post Office,  If space in the old exchange were made
ilable for ather C wealth Dey soume
alterations would be necessnry, It wonld be gecessible
to the public. It has a frontage to Elizaheth-street,
and gani be reached from the Post Office lave. After
the ‘completion of .the new building it will
take at'legst another year to instal the new equipment;
i other Words, if .overything went well, it would be
at ledst two-and a half years bofore space in the pld'
exchango could bo made available for other .Common-
weilth ‘Departments,

81, To Mr. Seabrook.—The renovations and altorn-
tiong will not apply to the exchange wing, which will
very shortly be dismantled.  The painting of the in-
ternal walls will apply to the public hall, the telegraph.
and mail branches and' the administrative offices. It
is really a general cleaning up, and will ot afford
any extra working space.. hen I mentioned thay
37,000 feot: wotlld be available in the old exchange, I
hdd, given no thought to the possibility of making it.
available for other Commonwealth Departments. s
far 251 know, it is a possibility that has never been
congidered, L do not know the requirements of the.
other Commonwealth Departments. I think it very
deiiable for all governmentsl activities not to T
segregated. It is a much better idep to have them
allin the one building. It would be more convenient
for the.public. We have.not yet diseussed the guestion
of what we shall.do with the exchange wing. T should
like to see the Postal Institute better situated than it
is:mow, .and I should like to see some of the space in
thasold.exchange mads available-for-it. I am hoping
that our cduentional fucilities will be inerensed. That
would mean. more classes and more class rooms. We
have. n splendid oppertunity for expanding in that
dirgetion, _ At present the class rooms arve somewhat
senttered. We would: still lave spate space in the-old
exchange after providing -for the institute. T da mot
think it should remaih idle, and I -think some use will
bagmade-of. it, but. at the present time the matter hae
aot beensdiscussed.  The uew nutomatic building will
not be whotly occupied, but I do not think it wonld te
adyisable to put. any one else in the swmall area t[mt
will be available. As o matter of faet we are allowing
for a pretiy liberal expansion in ullotting space for
the engineers. They might not oceupy it whelly at
first, but very soon.they may. In. the circumstances
it would not be advisnble to house any other depariment
there. :

82, T'o Senafor Reid— We have sufficient room _in
the Gengral Post Offize for the classes il'I'cOm\'(‘,Y\O]\r\V!th
the ingtitute, but, there is room for expansion on the
eduentional. side, and T hope that when we get into

ut the tochnical selol where the necessury equipment
is availuble.  In spme States this.oquipment is avail-
oble in the Postal institutes. I.Jkuow of no proposal
ut the present time to do any further huildivg at the
(ieneral Post Qffice,

83. T'o MMr. Lucey—~1 have not seen it stated that
the Pogt Office in Brisbano s so. obsolete that it ought
to be pulled down. Wo have sufticient room for all
our requivements.  Some of .the old partitions-in the
old exchange building would need' to be tuken down,
but L think. that the rooms. in the building conld ho
mado to suit the requirements of Commonwealth offices,
The café is situated in almost the worst part of the
Genersl Post Office for thut particular purpose. I
think that when it is moved into the old exchango the
institute will be more avniled. of from an edueationsl
point of yiew, hut I doubt whethoer it will be more
spught after from -n, xecreation point of view. The
takings. in. the cufé xun from £240. to £250 a month,
A\ great many persons. buy their luuch at the counter.
Quite 2 lot of pexsons bring their lunches-from howe
I do not thiuk that we- will use.more space-in, the-old
exchange for a caft. I think we would lay ont the
cafe inia different way, so-that those who have Junches
in the.rooms throughout the building conld eat themn
in the institute instend of in-their rooms.

84, Lo Mr. Cook—T think that, the-zenovations. wo
are carrying out will make the !Goneral Post Office
perfectly habitable.  But they will not. give us more
room.,  If it were my qwn money that had to he
spent, I would not huild a. new Post Office.

85. To Seaalor Buyne~Portion .of the 17,000 ‘feet
that will -be availuble in the old exchange will be re-
quired for the instplintion of an up-to-date-eafé., That
wonld leave 12,000, feet unoccupicd. 1 do mnot think
that .awing 1o the expansion, of postal and telegraph
husiness, the department would: need to.use that space
during the next ten years, We shall have 2 consider-
nblo .amount of spare space in the new exchange tor
provide for the expansion of the telephone and en-
gineering departments. T would prefer to see $he
spare spage pecupied, hut the matter bos-not been dis-
cussed.  In any case it will probably be two and a.
half years hefore it is vacant,

86. T'o Mr. M. Cameron—The 2,500 foet of space *
in the majw block will' be absorbed by our.own aetivi-
ties Jater on.  There will be 17,000 feet aveilable in
the old. exchange, and the only visible occupant of thas
space is the ipstitute, which we hope to. remove from
the. basement.of -the muin:building. A certain portion.
of the new exchange will be:pntehayted for the moment,
but it wopld not be sufe to det it to. other activities.
I think we shall require the whole of the spaco .in that
building. At present. we have all: the room- we want,
except in the manunl exchange. .

7. Lo Nr. MeGrath—~In addition to Pexry House
we are renting space for the-stores branch in Mary-
street and for workshops in Margaret-street. It is.pro-
posed to build workslieps and stores.in Wickham-strect
on a block now owned by the department. No porticn
of the bagement of the General Post Oflice eonld verv
well be used for stores. We should huve mo diffieales
in, letting the 17,000 feet of spave in the old exehangs.
Tt i in a very desivable position. . .

_The witness withdrew, N .

James Orwin, Federal Works Director for Queensland,
recalled and further examined.

8. T'v the ‘Chairman —TLor u considerable lime past

it has been brought very forcibly under notice that the

existing manual telephone exchange, which Mr.
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Chuistie snys will be available later on, is very un-
guitable and practically unhenlthy, If it is un-
healthy for one Commonwealth activity, I think it is
unrcpsonable to agsumo: that it will bo lhealthy for
anotler. It would' not bo a good proposition to housg
any Commonwealth ofticors in that building. It would
mean breaking' up the departments.  Some depart-
ments might be housed in it, while. the others would.
have to go to Adelaide-strect. Tho effect of such an
arrangement. would not be beneficial. ~ It would mean
that half of the Commonwealth activities: were housed:
in one building and half in another.

89, T'o Mr, Seabrook.—It is not because of the un-
healthy condition of the old exchange that a new
building was erected, but the' poor conditious under
which the telephonists work lhas been -often ~pointed
out.  The Wgrks and Reilways Departiaent” would:
not be at any great disadvantage. if it were housed: in
the old exchange, but in order to make the building
suitable for officers a great. deal of monoy. would have
to be spent. It would' be ncecssary to provide res-
sonable appronches without going through the Yost
Oftice. If the Works and Railways Department ivere
transferred to this building it would only be i close
contact with tho Postal Department. But: that is not
the: only department. with which we have to confer.
Elizabeth-street: is not sa contral as Adclaide-street..
The same remarks would apply to the Taxation Branch:
They would be better situated in Adelaide-street, which
is much more suited for businese.purposes, and’ mueh
more contral for offiges. Elizebeth-street 1s. not Wwhat
could be called & main thoroughfare. It will probinbly
be two or three years: before thie new Commomwealth

offices sro completed. I have allotted space to the

different departments, and provided: for expansion: for
the next ten years. DBut one cannot tell what new
k hes and other dep Thay' crop up. By
the time the building 1s erected the Commonwenlth
departments may' oceupy moro than we have allotted!
at the present time.  If all the departments in sight
and, the Repatrintion Comimission accupy-space in the
building we: shall only have 10,000 feet left, and T
think it n sound: proposition to provide that 10,000 feet
straight away rather than wait until we know for cer-

next fow yoars:thore will b 4-big incronse of the popy-
Iation in Queensland.  If it were my building I would
build the--wholo thing, and run the little rigk there
would bo of liaving space empty for any length of time.

90. T'o Senator Heid—I iyould-not say that the
rooms in the old telephone éxchange'woro decont ehough
for ‘clerical’ Work, ~ I" do ot ’think théy nrg wortli
altering for the purpose;. but of coirse a great deal
dan be dono with money. * ~ It i my' experiende that
the Commonivealth has never over-built, that whafever
space_has been ‘provided thag very soon been: fully
oceupied, and that ‘there' has béon-a tlaivour-for more:

Tha witnoss withdrew...

Francis Harry‘l_idwe, Deputy, -Commissioner; '.of
R intion, Queensland, sworn aud ined; -

91, To the Qairmin.~~Tlio.prémises ocoupicd by the
Repatriation Comithission are sitdated in Mary-streod..
"Phe locality is Vindesitable for, Commoniweplth purs
posés, and unguitablé for returned foldiers who suffér
from the logs'of limiba:or tuberculosis. It is difficult

of trecess bécanee of its disfante from' ‘the franis ‘and

trains, Furthermore, the building is wunsuitable, for
good administration. It i of two floors. Tt is &
very old structuve. It was purchiased in 1020 at a
cost of £6.500, and remodelled to meet our x¢

ments, A position in Adelsidestreet wonld be
finitely more suitable fof our activities, We ére noy
occupying 10,000 feet of space. Our dctivities, have
been diminishing, rather rapidly so fdr, but from now
on I think the degrease will be very gradual. I do
not think there will be any diffieulty in disposing; of
our present building; it is'ideally situated for a ware-
house, and. thore are sevéral firms who wold probably
be ouiy -too cager to acquire it.  There ave.35-offigers
employed in the builditig. A smallor aren than 10,000
feet would suit us, but T am not prepared to suy
exactly what we would aneed, because at the presout.
time "wo_nre yory much pressed foi suitable filing
spice., 'We shoild need a strong room and fire;proof
rooms‘for the main files, and smaller,rooms for smaller
files, I think that we could do with 7,500, feet, It
would hot matter Which ﬂoql' we odenpied in the, now

tain that it will be ied. It will cost di y
more to. build at a later date than if the 10,000 feet:
ig. provided' when the whole building is being erccted.
I do mot think that Mr, Christie has made ‘proper
allowance for the expansion of postal business in
Queensland,  We have under consideration now a pro-
“posal to build workshops and stores in Wickhar-
street.  They +will'be extensive buildings, but we oy
possibly be able to cut down the workéliops and stores,.
and utilize some of the space that Mr. Christie says
be has available at the General Post Ofive. 1 do
not. think that any space in the government. oftices witl
be unoceupied for any length of time. My experience
in New South Wales and in Queensland with regard
to departmental building, and more particularly post
offices, is that sufficient aecommodation has net been
provided. There are many post offices in which we
have no sooner provided extra accommodation than we
have had to start out on another extension job., At
Lismore we spent £1,500 to secure exira accormmoda-
tion; we had hardly got that contract completed when
we had to spend another £1,000, and we had hardly
completed that before we had to spend more money on
the office. It is true that this bears out the statement
of Mr. Christie that postal activities are greater out-
side the city; but at the same time if country aotivi-
ties expand it follows that they also expand in the
city. ~ Australia is one of the few countries in the
world that can take much immigration. Within the
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building, but, it is und thit men who. huve. lost
legs or suffer from fuberculosis shoild be obliged tor
moke uee of stairways. Wo have no lift in our pro:
sent building, and to meet the convenienco of this
cluss of man tho staff go- downstairs fo talk to them.
That occasions waste of time, . oo

92. To Mr, M. Cameron~It cost us £4,000 o ve-
construet. our present, building and' make it suitable
for our requirements, and the whole affair stande on.

our books to-day ot £10,500: I think that the Com-'

monwealth. would. realize. something near that -amount
if it sold the building. My staft is not under the
control of the Public Service Board, and I do nov

know whether or not there would be-any difficulty from:

an administrative point of view in mixing it with
officers who are under the Public-Service Board. Our
present building is very awkwardly sitnated for re-
turned, soldiers: My department.is.one that eomnes into-
constant. daily contact with the Treasury, the Works
and' Railways Department, and various other Com=
nmonweglth aciivities.  The. consequetice is: that where
matters cannot be arranged by telephone there is a
waste of time in officers having to walk from Mary-
streot. to the public offices.  For that reason I say
there would be a great deal: of time snved. if we were
all in the one building.
The witness withdrew,

The Committee adjonrned.
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