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iii.

EXTRACT FROM THE. VOTES AND. PROCEEDINGS OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, N'o 10:

Dated bth-December, 1929,

6. PunLic Works CoMMITTEE—REFERENCE OF WoOEKR—WESTERN JenetioN, TASMANIA—-DEVELOPMENT OF A
SITE FOR A CIVIL AERoDROME.—Mr, Albert Green “(Minster for Defonco) moved;, pureuant to notice, That,

in d with the provisions of the Ct

proposed work be referred to. the Paxli Y

report, viz. i—Development of s site for a Civil Aerodmmé:
Debate ensned..

Question—put.and passed.

LIST OF WITNESSES,
Balsille, George Davy, Divector of Public Works for Tasmania
Brinsmead, Colonel Horace Clowes, Controller of Civil Aviation, Defenca Department
Cameron, Hugh Catheart, farmer, Evandale, Tasmania
Collins, Charles Manfred, Council. Clerk, Evandale, Tasmanis . .
Harry, Morgen Bruce, Chiof Inspector of, Postal Sérvices, Melbourne
Hoyes, Ingram Gould, farmer, Launceston . . . '
Hill; Thomas, Director-General of Works' .. . .
Hogarth, Thomas Rae, farmer, Western Junction, Tasmanis .. . .. . “
Huxley, Frederick George, Representative of the Shell Ofl Company of Australia. Limited .
Johnson, Captain Edgar Chnrlgs, Superintendent of Aerodromes, Civil Aviation Branch, Defex;ce‘l)el;‘dx:tmeht
Martin, Charles William Beresford, Solicitor, Launceston T :
Matthews, Captain George Campbell, “Aviator, Melbourne .
Percival, Arthur, Director of Commonwealth Lands 2nd:Surveys, Canberra
Racburn, Andrew, President, Chamber of Commerce, Launceston

Robis L Fiftv-tk
24

d Lengue, L

Stewart, Willism Frank, Agent, Launceston . ..
Tabart, Eric John, Hon, Secretary;, Australian Acro Club, Tasmanian: Seotion
Williams, Air Commodore Richard, Chief of Air Btaff, Defence. Department, Melbourne. .

';. Public Works Committee Act 1913-1321, the following
Co on Public Works for-investigation and’
at 'Western Junction, near Launceston, Tasmania, .
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. CIVIL AERODROME, WESTERN JUNCTION, NEAR

LAUNGESTON, TASMANIA.

. REPORT.
The Parlismentary Standing Committee on Public Works, to. \Yhicy the House. of

Representatives referred for investigation and report the question, of the development of a site
for a.civil aerodrome at ‘Western Junction, near Launceston, Tasmania, has the honour to report

INTRODUCIORY.

1. To encourage the development of .civil aviation in- Australia, it is the policy of the
Department to provide an aerodrome in every capital city and at centres where the provision
of ‘an -aerodrometis likely to- iricrease the use of aviation generally. ‘There is no-aerodrome in
Tasinanis, and; in pursiiance of itg policy; the question of the provision of an aerodrome.in that
State has'been-under consideration since 1926. In December of that year the Superintendent of
Aerodromes; after a tareful ination of all p sites, reported. that the most suitable
was.that known as.Hogarth’s, at Western-Junction, pproximaté]y nine miles west-of Launceston.

as follows's-—""

2. When a valuationwas being obtained of this property in 1926 a local valuer pointed out
that the land was a rich clay soil; and; in wet' weather quite impassable for any vehicle, unless
the surface were dressedrwibg' a view to preventing soil from -adhering to the wheels of vehicles.
He also suggested an alternative area which he considered could be acquired for about half the
raluation placed upon Hogarth’s property.. : .

" 8, In 1927 a branch of the Australisn Aero-Club was formed in Tasmania and widely
supported, and: the 'question of the provision of an aerodrome became one of active policy.

* 4. Subsequently the Superintendent of Aerodromes and the Chief Civil Engineer;
Department; of Works, were instructed to report on all possible areas, and submit an estimate of
cost, They reported that two sites were suitable, namely, Hogarth’s property above-mentioned,
and another site near the township of Bvardale known as Von,%teig]itz’s Estate, and expressed a
preference. for- the latter which, aﬁthough four miles further from Launceston, could, on account
of its-lower price and the nature of the surface, be made. available at a lower cost.

5. The'estimates furnished were as follow :—

WESTERN JUNCTION.

. . £ £
Acquisition. of 200-acres at £40 per acre .. .. 8,000
200 acres ploughed, harrowed, and rolled at £3 per acre. .. .. .. 600
210-chaing hedges.to grub at £3 per chain . e 630
Drains— . .

'130 chains 6 in. at £4 per chain .. .. .. .. 520

50 chains 9 in. at, £11 per chain. ., . . 550
. S . 1,070

Gravelling-and rolling. runways 6 inches.deep,. 16,000 cubic yords at 12s. 6d.
-, .. pergubieyard .. ' .. .. e e .. 10,000
" Fenong .. .. T .. e e i .. . 100
' ' Total ., 20,4000

: It-was stated, however, that at-the inception of the aerodrome, when only light machines
were used; the gravelling might- be cut down, and it is possible-that one funway 440 yards by
50. yards would be sufficient. with.only a light coat of 3.inches of gravel—say 2,000 cubic yards
at 12s. 6d., equals £1,2560—making-the total requiréd at the inception £11.650.



iv
EVANDALE:
Acquisition of 250 acres at £20 per acre . .
250 acres ploughed, &c., ab £3 per acre . .. .
Grubbing .. v . G
Fencing, &e. o e . P T

Total’

6. Very careful consideration was given to the views of these two officials, but the technical
advisers of the Minister for Defence were. strongly of opinion that the question of accessibility
was of almost paramount importance, and, as the Aero Club strongly advocated the nearer site,
authority was given for the acquisition of Hogarth’s land, and the 'y notice was published
in the Commonwealth Gazette, %Io. 90, of 26th September, 1929, :

REFERENCE TO THE COMMITTEE.

7. On 5th December, 1929, the House of Representatives referred. for-invesﬁghti‘op by this
Committee the question of the develop t of this site,

COMMITTEE’S INVESTIGATIONS! ' '

8. The Committeevisited Launceston and.inspected the.site at Western.Junctionzequired
from the Messrs. Hogarth, and the site at Evandsle, the proprety of Mr. Von, Steiglitz, which
also had been mentioned. Evidence was taken from the Director-General of Commonwealth
Works, the Ditector of Commonwealth Lands.and Surveys, officials of: the Civil Aviation: branch,
the Chief of Air Staff, members of the Tasmanian Aero Club, private.aviators-and:others. Plans
were serutinized, and the Committee endeavoured to inform itself fully on all aspects. of the
matter under consideration. C

NECESSITY FOR AERODROME. .

9. Evidence placed before the Committee indicated that, following' the example of other

progressive countries, it was the aim of the Glovernment to lay down a scries 6f main air-ways
to permit of the ultimate development of civil aviation in Australia to the highest.degree possible.
A gystem of air-ways for the mainland has been initiated, but, until a suitable aerodrome is
prepared in Tasmania, it will not be possible to extend mainland services to that State or to
provide opportunities for the encourag t of local flying, '

There are indications that the inhabitants of Tasmania suffer from a sense of isolation
from the rest of the Commonwealth, and it was represented that this feeling would be to a large

extent dissipated if they could look forward to a linking up with the mainland by s, regular gir

service.

10. Inquiries were made by the Comumittee to ascertain whether there was any prospect of
the early establishment of an aerial mail service between the mainland and Tasmania, but the
information obtained indicated that such a. possibility was very remote. The Commonwealth
at present pays a subsidy of approximately £30,000 & year for the car.iage of mails by steamers
which travel mainly at night time, so that it is claimed little time would be saved by an aerial
service which would operate in the daylight hours ; moreaver, the bulk of mail matter is such
that but a small proportion of it.could %e‘ carried by air. It was ascertained thet the considered
apinion of the Postmaster-General’s Department is that if any' expenditure is to be undertaken
with the view of accelerating, mails it would be better to spend it on an improvément of the
steamer services.

11. Information obtained from the Department of Defence indicated that, apart from the
fact that the Air Force welcomes the establishment of linding grounds in any part of Australia,
it is unlikely that this aerodrome would be of use for military purposes. The Committee learnt
that no consultation had talen place between the Civil Aviation and Air Force authorities when
the establishment of this acrodrome was in view ; this lack of co-ordination is to be deprecated,

as it is thought that when a new aerodrome is being prepared, a slight modification might make:

it suitable-for hoth -civil aviation and defence purposes in case of necessity.

12. Tovidence was given that the Masthews Aviation Company is shortly to inaugurate a
commercial and passenger service between Victoria and Tasmania, using-a twin engined flying
boat built on amphibian principles. At the outset only two passengers will be carried, and it

is proposed to make the journey once each way per week. It is impossible at the present time.

v

to prophesy to what extent even this small beginning may eventually develop ; but the fact

thata private company is willimgv to make an attempt at establishing a regular air service, should
o0 far towards i ing the ¢ Ith to. prepare the necessary terminal aerodrome in
‘dsmanid.

13. The cultivation of an air sense, and the encouragement of private flying with the result
that an increased: number .of trained pilots would be available in time of need, is a. further
advantage that ,migll:t }38 logked. for from H:I'le rovision of the necessary facilities, and, under

,‘7 3 itt _‘- £

the cir s.that the aerodrome be established as proposed.

L . SUITABILITY OF THE SITE..

14. The. Committee felt jtself in a somewbat invidious position, and was subject to some
criticism by reason of the fact that it was asked to report upon this matter after the site had
been acquired and so mush publicity %iven locally that the establishment of the serodrome was
generally looked upon as a fait accompls.

15. Bvidence placed before the Committee showed that the choice of sujtable aerodrome
areas in the vicinity of Launceston was limited to two, namely :—

(a) Hogarth'’s property of about 200 acres, situated on a good road, about nine miles

%rom Launceston, and within half & mile of the Western Junction Railway

Station. This is good quality farm land, with soil of a heavy clayey nature;

(6) Von Steiglitz’s preperty, about 250 acres, on a voad about 13 miles from
o Launceston, and .one mile from. the village of Bvandale. This land is also

, .. . farmed, but is of a poorer quality, and of a gravelly nature.

16. From inquiries made, the Committee is satisfied that it would have heen possible to
acquire Von Steiglitz’s property for considerably less than Hogartl’s, and even the Defence
Department. officials stated that' Von Steiglitz's property is in every way more suitable
for Governmental purposes than Hogarth’s, pting from the extremely .important aspect
of accessibility., 'ﬁ)m Works Department officials also reported that the preparation of this
area for the use.of heavy planes in all weathers would be much more economical than.in the case
of Hogarth’s.

17,1t was stated in evidence that for an aerial mail service, or a commercial mainland
passenger service, the' difference of 4 miles distant from Launceston was immaterial; and
1t is unlikely ‘that the aerodrome will be extensively used. for cither of these services for many
years, © ' ‘

’ 18. The main argument against Von Steiglitz’s. property was that it would involve the
members of the Tasmanian Aero Club in & long journey to and from the aerodrome from
Launceston; and that the proximity of the village of Evandale in the direction of the prevailing
wind offered a potential source of' danger when inexperienced pilots were flying over the township.

‘The Tasimanian Aero Club strongly advocated the acquisition of Hogarth’s property,
and on 26th September, 1929, an area of 192 acres.2 roods 26 perches was purchased for the sum
of £7,000.

" 19. Even at this late date, the Committee considered the advisability of disposing of
Hogarth’s property with & view to acquiring Von Steiglitz’s, but, owing to the high price paid for
the former land, realized that the loss inevitable in its disposal would bring the cost of Von
Steiglitz’s Tand to such a high figure as to offer little inducement in that direction.

. 80. After careful consideration of all the evidence received, and being convinced that
Hogarth's property offers the best facilities for aerodrome purposes, the Committee is of opinion
that action should now be taken to develop the ares acquired.

Burnpves.

21. It is'the intention of the Department to erect on the property acquired in convenient

positions :—
A hangar ab an estimated cost of £850:
A club house at an estimated cost of £1,300,

The hangar is to be of small type similar to the one erected at Parafield, South Australia,
with a 30 feet clear opening; and 85 feet deep. It will consist of & timber frame. galvanized
iron roof, and brick paved floor,

The club house is to be & single story timber building, containing one lounge room 29 feet
by 24 ft. 6 in., another lounge 30 feet by 16 £t. 6 in., one bedroom 16 ft. 6in. by 11 {5, 6in., and five
other bedtooms 12:feét by 12 feet. There is to be a front verandah 32 feet by 10 feet. kitchen
16 ft. 6in. by 11ft. Gin., and ry lavatory dation for males and. females. This
building, when completed, is to be leased to the Aero Club at a rental charge of 6 per cent. of
the-cost of construetion.. .

No provision is apparently made for the installation of a. teleplione in this building, but
the Committee is of opinion that a telephone is an essential adjunct to the aerodrome, and should
Dbe installed without delay. -
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. ENGINEERING -SERVICES. -

22. Waler Supply.—No water service exists in the locality, and; it was explgi{led»in‘e\;jdepce»
btained by r Y. by.the-sinking:

that all the water required could be ined. by tehment, or-if necess -
of wells. In the event of a larger supply being required at any future time, ample watér coul
be brought from: the South Esk River, about. two. miles away. IR "

23. Sewerage:—No sewerage system éxists in the locality; and it is stated thiat provision of
o septic tank would be difficult ‘on account of the ﬂn(z fture 'of» .(:he country. ) It is
proposed, therefore, that sométhingin the nature of 4 Kaustine systém will be-used:

24. Preparation of Aerodrome.—To plice the ares irl a fit condition for the use of ajroraft,
the Works Department estimates that: the following expenditure will be Xiéeessary :

3

Draining .. . AP . L o
Subsidiary drainage .. .. .. .. . Y
Surface drainage . . . . .
Fencing .. . .. -
Ground marks N .. . .. " .
Clearinig and removing hedges .. . . e

’ ' ’ ’ 3,091

« 25, Runways.—It was stated in evidence that onthe aréa acquired it:will be possibleto set

out runways of a length of 750 yards in practically sll directions. Owing, however, to the
constancy of the prevailing wind, 1t is stated that one.runway in a northswest :to'south-east
direction' will be sufficient for a long time to come. : e

The. Works Department, in reporting on this area sllowed for the coristructiofi of four-
eshimated eost

runways, each 500 yards by 50 yards, to be covered with 6 inches of gravel, at-an & !
of £10,000. Although -this might be necessary if tlie aerodrome were to be: regulaily used ‘b,
the heaviest class of plane in all weathers, the Committee is strongly of opinion that no' site
provision will be needed for many years, if at all. ) e
It is unlikely that on an average one heavy machine a day will land at ‘Western Jim
or that more than ejght or ten machines of a light type will be regulatly operaf
the aerodrome during the next five years, and, under the circumstances, the Commiittee considers
that & general treatment of about 98' acres of the area. acquired, and the ploughing, grading,
rolling and grassing of one runway as suggested wifl bé sufficient fof many years, ‘

ction,

Esrmmarep Cost.

20. The total estimated cost of the provision of the aerodrome at Western J\incﬁdmﬁgreeﬂ
upon may be set down at.approximately :—

£
Purchase: of site . .. . .. . - veo 7,000
Buildings— e
Hangar . . . . v . 850
Club House .. .. .. - .. Toe 1,880
) — 3900
Grading and draining . .. . . o L115.
Subsoil drainage . , e .. .. T 768
Surface drainage .. .. AN .. . .. 332
Fencing .. . . . . . . o 822
Ground marks . .. .. .. . 33
Clearing and removing hedges . . . . . 521
98 acres ploughed, harrowed, and rolled at £3 peracre: .. - e 204
Contingencies .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 415
Total L .. . .. 13,000

SaviNgs EFFECTED.

27. The dation of the Committee will result in a reduction of the, original
estimate submitted by £7,400. ) 4
A. W. LACRY,

Chairman, ’

Office. of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works,
Parliament House, Canberra,

22nd March, 1930. o
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S MIN

TES OF EVIDEN

(Taken.at Canberra.)
TUESDAY, 17rn DECEMBER, 1929,
: Bresent:
+ »  Mr. Lacey, Chairmanj
Senatof Dooley Mr. Gregory
Sondtor Reid Mr, Holloway

Mr, M. Qameron Mr, Long:
Mr. ‘Curtin :

Arthur Percival, Director of Comme Ith Lands.

purposes, and we have had valuations made with
respect to some of it. Frequently, valuations have to
be. amplified becauso the valuers do- not go into the
question of severance and depreciation when only a
portion. of an estato is being, taken, Wo. have had &
valuation made-of 8 .property owned by John Charles
Von. Steiglitz.

2. To Mr. Curtin—This Jand was highly spoken of
y the valuer; but he was not an expert flying man,
dnd was not b‘ inted with the: requi of the

and Surveys, sworn and examined..

1. To the Chairman~I sm .aware of the proposal
to deyelop: & aite for -a civil: acrodromo- at Western
Junction, near-L : T ie, My-dep:
has had-surveys made of the area, It.comprises 192
acres 2 roods. 26. perches of farm. land, used chiefly for
the growing of oats, pess,.and. other fodder crops; One
portion of tho area-has_been: used for'stud purposes in
connexion with- sheep breeding: It is dividéd into
paddocks;, each. of which is from 18 to 25 acres in
extent, and has. been: intensely: cultivated for the last.
60 years, It .adjoins-the-main road from Launceston.
to. Western. ‘Junetion, and is approximately 9 miles
from Lounceston, 1t forms part of two estates; one
held by Rao Hogarth, and the other at the present time
by Stuart Hogarth. Rae Hogarth latterly has not
worked his propeity to ahy -great: extent.  He lad
in his estate 110 mcres 1 rood 22 perches, and his
property was severed by the main line of railway that
runs from Launceston t6 Hobart. The area’ awiy
from the: homestend comprises 25 acres 1 rood 27
perches.  Stuart Hogarthshas dbout 229-acres 3 roods
23. perches ou the south: side of the. railway line, and
the residue of his;property,. about 104 acres: 1 rood 38
perches, on. the opposite side, of the line, All negotia-
tions. have been. completed for the Ci ith to
acquire the land.. - The legal formalities are practically
finished, and' the Crown Solicitor’s representatives in
Hobart are leting the ! Th p
tion iz-not exactly on an acreage basis, but in Stuart
Hogarth’s case the. purchase prico répresents. about'
£38.17s. an. gers, based on a.value of £34 an acre, We
are toking, his dbest paddocks; - picking ‘the eyes. out
of his property, and leaving him with broken country
and- the residue on the other side of.the line, which. js
not.a workable proposition. If we were taking the whole
of his property the value wounld;be nt £35. an acre; but
we have takon. tho: very best. puddocks, beeause: thoy
are the most- suitable for the purpose for which we:
require tho land. On this account. wehave.had to pay
o much. higher: value per acre for the portion: we have
taken. We lave ‘aﬁowed for depreciation on the:
residue,  Valuations of 'the land have been made by
the Federal Taxation Department,.and by Mr, Cheek,
who knows the district thoroughly, makes valuations
of pastoral lands for the State, and is one of the best
aceredited valuers of property in that district, in addi-
tion fo owning a farm that he and. his. family have
been working for 60 years.y We have algo. had the
advico of Mr. Charles Boyes,.another farmer who is.
an expert valuer, and whose services: nre used by the:
State. Mr, Boyes would not supply a valuation.
straight out, beeause he was. o personal friend of Stuart
Hogartl's, but ho gave me his opinion of the ‘pro-
peity, T have visited the locglity,  There: is . other
land in the vieinity which is. suitable for aerodrome

pa . The ditfe sites, that of Von Stoiglitz's
in_particular, were placed before Cabinet for its con-
sideration, and. the decision was come to go ahead with
Hogarth’s,

3. T'o the Chairman—The full aren of Hogarth’s
property is 834 acres 1. rood 21 perches. We acquired
trom Stuart Hogarth 120 acres 0 roods 15 perches,
Immediately south of the: railway line both itse and
Stuart. Hogarth’s property is broken and somewhat
hilly. The railwny lina severs both properties. The
land which ndjoins the railway is steep and rises to &
tabloland in_a south-westerly dircetion. The land
across the railway line is not comparable in value with
the south-western portion of these properties. One
can sec from an inspection of the plan' thas, when the
tableland' portion has been taken out of Stuert
Hogarth's. property, the residue between the portion

* dequired and' the railway, and that across the Jing,

is of very little value as a working proposition, That
is why the question of severnnce-and deprecintion was
of such importance, We cousidered whether it would
be a better’ proposition to acquire the whole of the
land and avoid p for 0 ind
of the land, however, would have been of no value
to the Comménwealth, and in regard to its disposal
our - hands would i
sold it to the ad; ng owners along the Esk Valley,
and, as they would have known that we wished
get rid of it, they could have offéred what price they
liked. The only reason that I could do. any business
with Stuart Hogaith was because there was another
farm with land not quite so good' over which he was
able: to secure ‘an option, and which he subsequently
bouglit for about £23 an acre, thus cunbling him to
remain-in the district and exist.

4. To Mr. M, Cameron.—The decision in regard to-
the purchase of this land rested with the Department
of Defence. I brought the matter before them several
times, and it was they who instructed me to proceed
to ncquire the land. The question of acquiring, the
residuo of the land was raised, and tho reply received
from the department was as follows:—

2ud July, 1020, -

Secretary,
Deprrtment: of' Works.,
ACQUISITION OF AERODROME SITE NEAR Launcestoy,
TABMANIA,

In reply to your memorandum L. & S. 20/040, dated 5th
June, relative to the above-mentioned subject, I desire to
inform you,that; in viow of the present finaneial atringency,
it is quite, i il 0. e acquisition. of the
residue of Mr. W. S, Hogarth's pioperty lyiug to the: south-
west of the failway: ling; particularly as the bulk of such
i ¢ unsuitable for acrodrone purposes.

: the Bugzestion that, Mr. Rae Hogavth’s residence
beomitted {rom. the land o ba acquired, it is suggested
that such omission: might, give the owner a claim for sever-
ance; but, apart from 'this aspect of the matter, this depart-
ment desires to make usé of the land and buildings. thereon.
M. L. SUEPTERD, Secretary.




T ugnin brought before them the objections raised by the
owners, through their soltcitors, Doth owners weré
very unwilling sellers, QOn the 15th July, 1929, my
department received the following letter from the
Departmont of Defence:—.

Seeretal -

T
Depertment of Works,
NEAR L

Prorosen A
With further reference to your memorandum L. &S. No.
207649, dated Gth Juno, 1 am directed to inform you: that

this depactment is anxious to haye the acredrome weaileble:

for' uso at the éarlicst poesible date,

quently, it fo.vequested- that thé acql itior of the
area be garctted. as soon 48 q,mibln; and_that you- please
inlorm me of the date.on which it 13 anticipated the depart-
ment ean enter into occupation of the avea and commenco
the works nccessary- to prepare thé sité as_an rerodrome.

M, L./Suepiesn, Steretary,
Department' of Defence.

The decision to purchase j.Idgarlb’s property was made
by officers of the Civil Aviation Branch., L know that
they Hn«je -an inspection of all the avgilable siteg in
the vicinity of Launceston, because T have been advised
to thit effect. Tho latter in which the decision to
purchase Hogairth'’s ‘property was conveyed to my
department wos dated the 1ith April, 1929, and was
as: follows ;— '
Secritary,
. Department of Works,

9 N

1 have scen it. The area of the narrow strip.south.
west of the vailway line that has beon. left in. Stuart
Hogarth’s possession ig about 101 acres.

5. To Mr, Gregory.—For speific reasons-1 did not
wish to acguimcompuhgri\y, 80 Lcame to an amicable
urangemcm,v'aitli,the.‘owhers’ and their solioitora. The
centro of the estato is about 10 miles by road from the
post offica ay Launceston. Tho aerotrcme will be used
principaily in connexion with mail ser..éea, The enly
other suitable properties-are. further from Launceston.
Tho land in this locality is hilly and ‘broken-until you
get to Western Junetion and down near.Perth, There
are one or two sites in that direction. which might
be suitable. I did not. make-inspections to sce whether
there were any suitable sites closer to, Launceston,. All
inspections were mede by the Civil Ayiation authori-
ties. . v
8. To Senator Dooley—If we had purchased the
whole nrea, the cost per acko ¥o! uld have been approxi-
mately £25, We estimated the value of the remain-
ing ncreage that was not -purchased at aboit £10 an
aere. At the time when 1 was-nogotisting it -was
expected that the, Department. of ‘Defence. would com-
mence to grade and form «the:Jand ‘within at least ‘two
or three wecks, The value.of thererops is-inoluded: i
the figure that I have given. T-heva taken 2s. & basis
£34 an acre: f‘l‘hen thero is an smount of £300 for

oF (23
Adverting to. your memorandum, L., & 8. 2871304, dated
15th November, 1028, and i continuation of ihis offtce
memorandutn AS/12704, dated, 20th October, 1028, of- the
ahove subject, 1 am !4; ‘inform you that the question. of tho
“ & rposes ha

)y

site: to 5\ 3 ot
beeri considered bg Cabinet, aud it: has beon declaedfulat th:
arens morked A, B, and C on helio negative No. 0656, which
necompanied your memorandum of 10th  August, 1928
gix:gﬂ;!h’s property) are to be acquired at the hest price:
As stated fn my memorandum of 20th October; 1028, an
amount of £8,500 liaa been mada available from. Civil' Avintion
Trust Account, Finance Authority No. F80, to meet. the
cost of this acquisition, and T am to request, therefare, that'
you p}cgs.e_tuke the iiceessary action to acquire this propesty
as expéditiously ns possible,
M. L. Snepnesp, Secerefary,
Depdrtment of Defence.
Approval was granted by the Minister on the 23rd
April, 1020. When T submiited the matter to the
Minister for his approval, I mentioned that both,
owners: Were protesting against the acquisition, I
stated that these protests were communicated to the
Tiefenco Department, and that the information should
havo been available when the matter was being con-
sidored by Cabinet. I referred to the question of.
soverance and depreciation, and stated that, ns the
gyners were: riot willing sellers, and had not intimated
what price they would be prepured to accept, it would,
not bo wite to make them an offer until there had
been further negotiations. Prior to that, T had recoived
instrudtions. to. acquire compulsorily; but, in view of
the fact. that both owners bad informed me ‘that they
had' had no discussion with any Commonwealth officer
us to what their requircments were, and that they
desired to confer with some ono who would define their
boundaries instead’ of having the best portion of their
land nrbit‘rnrily taken from them, I saw Sir William
Glasgow in August last, and asked him to give me
P on to wi hliold netion for pulsory: sequisi-
tion until I had gone over to Tasmania. The price
paid for the 192 geres which were acquired was g little
over £36 an nere. T did not make st inspection of
Von Steiglitz’s property; 1 had no occasion to do
s0. I merely drew the attention of the department
to reports relating to other sites. I should not care
10 express an opinion regarding the suitability of this
site for serodrome purposes; 1 would sooner leave
that to the cxperts whose business it js. I cannot say
whether Stuart Hogarth has a crossing over the. rail:
way line; but I kuow that Rae Hogarth has, because

p , -and: £815. for 92 aeres: of
peas, that. were then about 2 inches-high, and20 acres
of aata. Unfortunately, thesecrops were-planted:in the
very place where the first works would-be commeénced,
and 1 could not give any guarantes that the -owners
would be permitted to-allow them: tor mature and reap
the benefit of them, If the Commonwealth had acquired
the. wholo of the Jand, it would not havesbeon able. to
goll the Tesidue for £10 an.scre, In the southewest
corner, wo have left Rae Hogarth his homestead *nnd
3 ncres of land. He is-the owner in’ fee-simple of the
lane-way which ‘traverses the nwhole of -the western
boundary of his property. - Ho has 25 acress1 rood 27
perches of land .gcross' the rnilway ‘line; and 27 neres
1 rood 3 perches south of the. railway Jine. That is
all steep country. The homestead and; the 8" acres
were taken into consideration. in estimating-the value
of the remaining land at £10 an acre.

7. To-Senator Reid.—My department acted as survey
agents and buyers of the Inng. When the Defence
Department selects o site it refers the matter to us
for an approximate idea of the cost snd an agsurance
that there are ne legel difficulties in the way of
acquiring it. en work is commenced on -this pro-
perty the crops will be destroyed. I do not knmow
whether & start has yet been made. The'first oceasion
when Rae Hogarth’s property was' under: review- Was
on the 5th February, 1926. We then turned it down.
In the meantime the whole of the surrounding country
has, been examined. I do not know whether the
Defence Department has yet done any work on the
Jand. All that I know is that an officer of that depart-
ment was over there the day that I completed the

g ns with the solici for- both owners, and'
was marking on ouo of our contour plans the position
of the ground that was first to.bé: developed. That was
last August. The matter hassihce beenr in thé hands
of that, depariment..

8, To Mr. Holloway—~The onl - other site that was
wnder voview to any extent was ‘that of Von Steiglitz.
Those who are interested in fling in Launceston have
always been anxious to get Hogarth’s property, and
have been rather perturbed at the thought thas ‘wer
might not go on with it. If any one takes the crops'
off I should say it will' be Stuart ‘Hogarth, ' It is n
settlement by agreement. 1f settlement hos. been-
effected, wo eqn remove the crops. He wns,given the
right to graze: his shéep thers until such timé as we

3

eutered into. occupation. I was not given any
stipulated time; I was werely told that the depart-
weng wished to commence the work within a fow weeks.
Tlogarth, aeked me if. he could bave time to remove bis
orops. 1 could: not hold. up the whole of the working
of an notivity such as the. Alr Foree by saying that
io-could have-until; say, TFobruary next. Lf you have
4 crop growing on land, and I wish to put a factory
on the site, it is natural that you ghould want some
compoensation. for the erop. If “you had not been peid
ind the crop was still growing before the work was
commenced; you would take it off. Of course, you
would not in;vu‘ the right to it if you: had been paid a
higher price becouse of it, I was uthorized to. make
this purchase in. April last. Tt hos not yet been com-
loted, bécause of certain legal' difficulties.  Stuart
glog‘iu:,th id. not the Tegistered propuistor. It is his
tather's estate, and thero are formalities to be gone
through beforo the transfer can be completed. The
money has been available gince the day that T returned
from Tasmania, There las. heen & lot of bargaining
with regard. to easements. T reserved easements in
favour of tho Commonwealth for drainage purposes.
The arrangement was that we should teke possession
the week after I was there, If you logk at the extract
from the Gazelle notico yow will see that we have
retained the right of drainage along the western
boundary, and also along the north-castern portion
of Stusrt Hogarth’s: property. All our papers are
with the Crown Solicitor’s agents in. Hobart, It was
to placate Stuart Hogarth that I came to an arrange-
ment about the crops, I wanted to have some dats
which would make him believe that we were giving.
him a. concession, In the first place, the only price at
which. they would agree to negotiate was £40 an aere,
and they were' supported in_that value by our own
valuers, Check and Boyes. That was for the property
29 it stood; provided. we ‘would allow them to amend
houndarics a3 they desired. Wo gave them' back
certain oreas, Personally, T am quite pleased with the
deal; it is exceedingly. satisfactory to the Common-
wealth. .
9. To Mr. M. Cameron—1 gave them permission
to run sheep on part-of the land., They may still be
thore. It was the intention of the Air Force authori-
ties to cnter into oceupation in the following week.
They- had examined the land and marked off the place
where they intended to start the work., There were
ouly two paddocks that had crops; the others were
merely in fallow, Rre Hogarth had no crops. He
said to- me, “1 have been mnticipating the Comumon-
wealth coming here for the last twelve or exvghteen
months, and therefore would not put s, plough n”
10, To Mr. Gurtin~Rae Togarth's homestead and
surronnding buildings ere shown in the left-hand corner
of the plan. It is & very nice homestead. His son and
daughtex go to business daily in Launceston, and he
wanted to keep the home. Originally we waated to
cequire: it 08 a nueleus for the quarters. The estate
is divided into paddocks. There are crecks on the
ground falling towards the enst, The Air Foree were
emphatic about having the boundary line-on .tlw north-
eastorn boundiry of the land to be acquired from
Stuart Hogarth in the. position shown. That
lino went through land, which was under fallow,
and  partly planted  with onts. They were
adamant. that the line should go from the north-
eastern corner; fairly due south, for a.distance of about
95. chains. As thot was under erop, and. fairly. broken,
it was decided: to produce that: line through and allow
Stuart Togorth ‘to yetnin the north-castern corher.
‘Al that was done beeause: originally we were going to
acquire compulsorily. I staved off the (Fazetie notice
until I had made 8 “sentlement by agreement, 50 88 0
prevent any Yegal difficulticn from occurring. Stuart:

Hogarth's homestead was: in the extreme south-enstern
corner. He had there his ‘haystacks, main quarters, and
paddock for stud rams. T ‘wired the Defence Depart-
ment from Launceston, and: asked if they would agree
to that portion being exeised: So long 8s it is within
reason, 1. do not think that the price is o governing fae-
tor in the aclection of a site. I have practically no choice
in the seleation: of sites for gerodromes. But every
site selected must be inspected by the engincers of our
department to make sure that it is suitable in. regard
to drainage and for the purposes for which it is to
be acquired, 1 cannot say for certain, however, that
inspections have leen carvied out in all cases in con
nexion with sites that have been acquired in worth-
weat: Queensland and: the north-west of Western Aus-
tralin, There have been times when we have rejected
gites  sclected by the departments  on account
of their unsuitability. We do not ook at the matter
from the stand-point of price if there is only one site
offering, or if that which has been chosen is suitables
but we do take into consideration the question of value.
We acquire land for nctivities other than defence.
Phore are many other factors in addition to price
that have to be taken into consideration. The adjust-
ments that have been made in the present case were
dictated not only by a desire to obtain the land on the
mast favorable terms, but also to do: the foir thing
by the owners. Stuart Hogarth was annoyed beeause
Commonwealth officers had examined his propesty but
had never disoussed with him matters which he
wished to. bring undor their potice, Legally the agree-
ment is as complete as it i8 possible to make it.
the Commenwepith should decide not to go on with the
purchase, the owners could, if they so dosired, claim
compensation for & brench of agreement, Exccutive
approval has been given to the purchase, and the owners
hinve been told that settlement will bo effected on' a8
certain date. The papers have all been referred to the
Hobart representative of the Crown Solicitor and the
jegal representatives of the owners, So far as we are
concerned, the matter is completed.

11. To Mr. M. Comeron—lL. believe that Stuart
Hogarth would be only too pleased if, even at the last
moment,. the Commonvwealth. decided not to 50 ahead
with. the purchase, Ho said to mé, * 1t is one of the
worst day's business T have: done in my life” He was
attaclied to his property. It was a valuable property,
right against his homestead. His beautiful paddecks
have been taken away from him.

Taken at Melbourne.
WEDNESDAY, 15i JANUARY, 1930

Present:
Mr. Lacey, Chairmans.

Senator Sampson | Mr, Gregory
Ar, M. Cameron Mr. Hollowny
Mr. Curtin Mr. Long.

(olgnel Horace Clowes. Brinsmead, Controller of Civil
Aviation, ,Defence Department, sworn and
examined.

12. To the Chgirman~~1 am awnre of the proposal
to. establish an.aerodrome at Western Junction, near
Launceston ;, in fact, I was responsible for recommend-
ing its cstablishment. Tt is the departmentat poliey
to provide an acvodrome at every large centre of
populntion—:crtainly at every capital-city, and at places
‘where the provision of an aerodrome is likely to increase
the use of aviation generally. There is no aeradrome
at ol in. Tasmania. We have since 1924 been con-

sidering and investigating a site for an aerodrome, and



g1

view. Js strongly supported by the Tasmanian sectlon  because the progressive increase in aviation 18 50, gred
ﬁxl;‘? Adiealtin A"’E'g"m“li’l:o“h" write as follows:— and one éan bardly sny what will happen in ton years’
"7 Ag regatds the umdrn’niri site, my co.m'lﬂu‘:“éh““l:lm;: time. _ There is room for. <:ons\demhlct expn:xgxon 9:1
ential ‘that the property to be acquired should'be, b 3 heme i tentative at present.
. auncostart as omible; and, they atrongly %t:smhﬂ praperty. Fhoackems s ton ive ot proseit
hint the property at. Western Junction, knowi. e general layout has . prep ity 1
should be acquired, as it is only 84 miles and. Railways Depirtment and is its responaibility.
and_7-10ths of . mhile from the Western yyndorstand that Mr, Hill will deal with that aspeet
idction' Railway Station, which {s the meeting: point of ey proposal. . On thie site a small bangar costig
" ihe teo mln lines. from Hobart to Launssston and gg50 4 g olub house costing £1,300 are to be erected.
’ x?ﬂ?'“ 'h“nmw‘xi'rsh we understand fs,being considered  There is no provision in the estimate for, w.;gter exceipt
s an alterpa is 3 miles further distant from under the item of Contingoncies. Thero is no water
Launceston and'1'milé distant, from the Evandale Rallway  gpnly ‘within, a reasonable distance. ‘Hogarth’s pro-
* Buatlot, dn the Hobart railvay line. Whe maln adva orty is.supplied: by a well. As far as an.aircraft site
t.gea;n!rtluzlo:gx":’;-“uuel--um';\i;:.y ‘i:Px:ledTé namelyi ?a cg'ncérne water is not of great importance. The
o (é;' From, » ' commiersial syistion point, of Viow  engines are air-cooled and the only water required is for
1t 1 sttuated ‘clono to th mai raiway action a washing down the machines and for drmku.lipurpos:s.
© Western Junction, ; ical fire fighting npparatus whore water
?"W The necrest o wn‘hlm (Evi?“?ﬁ‘:.).ﬁci.‘ (.?'o: ‘glﬁ: iVﬂVe ‘:)p: (izea?l::l,é, ‘und‘g fm;g sul:ycmgo wer use the
' g::t:: t;i‘tvel.leregp it to barely. § mile distant Kausting: system. or something of t).%g ;;atureli
" For your information, I might mention that the mem: The aerodrome. as suggested by the Wor s x:::] d
‘hefabip, of this scotlonxt tho present time consiots of Railways Department will give 2 run of Do
"119: fiyliig wiembers, who paid £8 6. subscriptiol, aid' jogs  ¢han. 750 yards in every dircction. The

in 1026, when . branon ot the Australion Aero Club eventually be "DV'ln{l:d’; o';‘;‘l“""x‘afﬁ n“'};:\‘]ﬁ‘é{%;’h&_‘f:;ﬂf
was formed in Tusmania and' widely sipported, it ! wian Aero Crub. 'fhe. proviaion-of an yaerge
beeams essentinl to citablish an acrodrome for the'uss. (rouie then becaine within the categary of * active policy » and
of its members, ag:well as to assist commoreial aviation :zm ‘rurniervu‘;r;q wan |bi1)}d‘a._A mﬁs ‘?‘l;é):rh_y dent -o; ete‘;‘r
generally. There aro no acroplanes: in normal and  dromes went to Tasiania ‘in ‘Apcll, 1928, and iade: further
commercint use in Northern Tasmania, and theve will ":,‘:l!:“ﬁﬁ’“? loth “ofjﬁg“ ’H"‘."‘:fl“l""p,r"{'; and.all-others: th
be 1!;,0!]} ul:‘tlil nj} mgodromc 1s;ﬁrovxded- ) i that firnied” the of»inxiq'n Yraviotisly hexldial]ﬁt }lif! ‘YVesﬁreg: J\m%:7
. To My, M. Cameron.—There aro places in that erea was superior to any athier in the vicihity of Lauriceiton.
locality at whicl: planes céuld land, Thero are fow In view of tlie time that ‘e‘l‘?l’bﬁa ' aince %‘“’ 'I;“":Iﬂ!'{
places in Australia whero-aeroplanes canuot. land, but. ::;m:::g t’;“:ubl:x":“ = l"m‘ cont ofr “l;fl ﬂ"ﬁ;"’}:"“s"‘"&"{:
1t is ‘hecessary for aeroplanes carrying mails: and aren, and the revised estimate was pliced at £8,500 &y against
passengers to-land nt-and. to:take off. from an serodrome is,sas};--i;u!yméiwd “in I?ezvh-ch, 1026, Bpg?-gx{egsmm%qd&t)oh
in snfety. ' that 'the Hogarthsarea be' acquireil wis sibmitted. t Cal .““-’
4, To the Chairman~When the serodrome. js Yeb another e K o m‘g 'I":"e'ﬁ'ﬂ:y e C‘;{l’n:‘l‘]“
wstablished it will not be used, oy antil 4 Gpler Enginter of the: Depaxtment, oil,) Works and' Railways.
regular servico is organized. There are yarious persons  Although thieso oMéers reported on Hogartl’s property sud
who are trying to organize a regular service, Matthews also on one situnted mear the'township of Evandale id
Aviation Company is propoding to provide n service known as Von Steiglitz's Eatate; and:gave their preference of
even. without the (R Y of ‘the Y T choice tor the latter, it was agreed that.either of these.pro. '

e . . t porties could be made into a first-class acrodrome-—~Westorn.
proposes to use an amphibian,swhich will fly regularly  Junction site Lelng more ive but.nearer to-Launceston,

botween Melbourne and- Tasmania. -Once an acrodrome  ‘The-approximato cost of cach property was estimated’ by, thé

2 : A A e ! A 1 e bers, who-paid £3. 3s..subscription, and hry H inarily: regular because:
is established in Tasmania there would'be-a reasonable Frincipal. Civil- Engineer as. follows:— :fﬂo.&ml;und':mo;t toa rnm sum-of £1,220.” preg;ﬂmg c:l::d:f .tll.xoe 3’,‘,;“2}‘}:{.'@53{,, tlf: wind blows
sumber of flights between Victoria and: Tasmania, par- WisTERN JUNCTION: ‘ N Approval waa then given for the acquisition of the Hogarth :?ti:er lf’:;m 'he north-west or-south-gast, always in one
tieularly in the summer months, There have. been - £ pioperty, . . ) A T T i8.in line with tho best surface
| e s &, Ve i VTEA? 3 is showh hy greon border on plan ine, Fortunately, ihat is-in line with thobes
overtures in that. d -but. the main d is 200 acres, at £40 .. o e . 8,000 The ‘adquired: aves - has- vi e The avi i kabl,
S amast v Rk 3 b : and! eement’ has-been_entoved into with the .~ The aviators will have a remarkably
that no service will: be provided until an;nerodvome is 200 acten, ploughed, harrowed and. rolled; st ;ergwl:\;;ntrxi“:ncm‘ wn}::rehy the club obtains departmental’ of the.serodrome b ef m aud. the ground will need:
vailable, T w ible for-t} dati e et s o grub, us £3 por chain " O 7 to.enable fiying training to be undertaken. good place to operate fro N :
wvailable, I was resp or-the reco 210 clinlus hedges to grub, at £3 per chain .. 030, N uipment for lnsue to the clnb 1 held Ty really littlo .prepuration. I consider that the avea
that the proposed site: for the should: be Draine—130 chuins,  Inches, at. £4 per chain 520 hi e o e e sncioun 1o 4 wired is suitable for aerodrome purposes and the best
aequired.  There were at least. five other sites suggested: » G0 choing, 8 inches, at £11 per chain  §50 ons a8 ndo'l: s s nermd or'n suffiient portion of  gieo ovailable becauss. of its imity to. L
and they were examined' bofore my final recommenda- Gravolling and rolling runways. 6. inches deep ) {tiéan be cleavediand made-available. I th's and Von. Stei lit’s cstates were situated
tion. was made. One: property belonged: to- a ‘man {500 yards by 200 Jards)—-16,000 cubic 10,000, 1 cost.of:cquisition of the Hogarth areas was £1,000. }.{"51“ distances from Launceston, I should prefer
named Woolnough. There were several other pro- vycic;,,g’ D -.;p“ cupie.yard . 00 o 1;]‘9 ?.‘91",'?,' “.;"y lgetl;.‘rt:tperly "'g:mgﬁxl:;:h& :ﬁ:;ﬂg ' :
perties, but at the moment T cannot gi i o o ik y it is necessary thet & consics ; ' ; . — i h
<I)f the ’owners ’Jl.“’im ow:;; i}lsce:t';?l lf“":ht:)lgu"::-,i‘f? Total .. . . 20,400 clearing andrigrading of the wurface o ]m“](d Iml ;:x;dertnl:::i 15 To Senator Sempson: 1_’1‘;\3 pmmllm{m‘:xfld‘bﬁ
tendent of &elzodromgfs Cupmianohnsog' The fgllo“l . . ' — :,l‘w drazmg ml;lv‘et’;.dnlg :?d)\ta};;eéﬁgon of a.ciubrione Evandale villige to ‘i;on, S.ltlelg,lt_ B Prfpe;]z“ 2 mile
L i} L1810 ) 8 " V= . " L angar -for use by the loc: - o . villg, 18 On 3 g
ing 15 nmtatement that I -have prepared for -the _ At:the.inception of tho acrodromo where only light:machines licse works, are estimated by the Works and Railvays 2D, Obsmc’ll?hbec?ﬁ“:ii t‘tie aerofl‘:ume wozld have to take
commitios " will “l:ln.- ‘t‘ie’dt' the" gl;nvullh:i,rq‘omightl b% cgg,& dnw:;, and it‘g: Department to cost, £6,660, made up as follows:— dxﬁstant& I gse'mm eﬁintely over the villago and that
e . .possible that one runwey 440 yards. ' yards would T £ off and' land 1mmedate; -
LAUNCESTON AERODROME. “dullciens with only & Iight conk of 3 Jochts of 'zrxml-—eﬂi' Preparation.of aerodrome . . 3,400 would. be not only & source of trouble. but aléo a real
The following remurks aro in with o cuble yards o 198 0L—EL25, making. total veiirea it . : . . danger to both the populace and. the users of ‘%’“‘“f‘v
it oW B g on - af 1650, . o . - .o 1,300 . is ile di from Western
e by the P Works C ’ ‘Club-house - : : Hogarth’s property is half a mile distant fr ;
"lt“;"bil‘ct u} thet idevelnpm’«.-m;:oL 2 sith for  civil nerodrm?ix;  EvANDALE PROPERTY, Contingencles: .. o - ! ,|_I’M° J ux?ction "plﬁg; STThem is a railway station :;}mug t(m.e
at Westorn Junction, near Launceston, Tasniania. . . 1o di K ! le property, but it 1
The necessity for the provislon of sn crodrome in Tas- 260 acres, at £20 per, acie. .. . Total .. - - BES mile dist ‘*':, from ff“ﬁ‘:"é‘: ° hirons dhe Westorn
wmnin has been realized. for some years. past, and the matter 250 acres plougled; &ec., at £3 per acro ' N served. by about. one-tr T Tea : service. Tho
Ins_been: receiving attention aivice tho Iatter part of 1925, Grubbirg . - The paramount feature in deciding. on Hogarth’s  Junction station Easva"fr’_equent train: service.
',‘(‘,,}nmn; 1925, the up dent of Ac i .l(lc“l’“i" Fencing, &e. . property’ was the distanse. from and its  objection to Von lits Dropery ;)s ﬂt‘lie R ahines
o made & carcful. cxamination of all. possi “REr0e N1 a1 ¥ate 1, 3 ¢ 1 a810nea |
drome sites in the vicinity of Lounceston, nmlp nuﬁ,’,,?.&{". Total agoossibility. On the: information that wns before us and noise that would, be_oee y

i U comn i i t i sandale. In addition, there
in making our recommendations, we decided, thal, flying over the village of Evanda
loll‘xl:;:ié‘ Thge question of acceusibiiity, Von Sw’lgmz’s is- the danger of accidents, It is about Atwn 5&&1; ngI(:
propefty was' move. suitable for our purpose. The sinco neroplanes were aequired for theThero ‘ll; - 3
differeince in distance between the. two properties is 3  at. present has three Moth machines. e members

comprecmiss seport. 1o the opinion of Captain Jolington ”

e most. suitable site inkpec iy him, was thut. known as " + o i

e Vot Corbnics B vk 3 40 e o v ghn 1t v ot
. e i iaf ‘abinet subsequen i fon ori >

approved for acquisition on 20th March, 1029, and whiqch wni “""’"‘”-f‘i.-‘;’,’",.g,’::: rg:ﬁmnl}l:;::tv n:c;l:;:]tllgxlex;) “I?;x‘grﬁ‘:j;n 81:0_: a

n dis " . iti to start their
i . iles: i rtics are situated on good roads. The the club. have been waiting two years
ﬂ"iﬁffdx'ﬁis‘?e'"piﬁf by tha Sﬁﬁe‘f’a‘&"’iﬁ’ae’f.’f";: Sretodomes, fuitable area. near Launceston ‘that is suitablo to form g fBHmnP s property is 198 scres aud the whole instruction in fying. The enthusiamn shown by
Works and Railwags Dopattmen wars s 1o oaronies, into a Jorodromie., The:choice appeara to be Limited o- :?‘J?éois n:t‘:;e s;a ?orlﬂ)thoy " j of the acrodrom hembers of this club has. been quite exceptional, ml?rs
:35“1‘4:':: ntvmlc ‘ercr!r J““?uong s, Coulsting of about (1) ?’?l;:;al’s property—about 9 miles, from An area of BOO‘zres is almost the minimum for a first-  so than that of any other club of which I have ha
would be&"eﬂ‘e::\u}lt;t ;JO):‘ o%rln‘i{fc"inl‘;m:n :}1ﬁs'of‘§.bi‘:.v¢"f’,‘ :E‘ £80? Launceston, on o good “rond within 3, mile, of class aerodrome.npwsdays. It would be preferdble to experience. ) Meylands
land in the south-est. cornar on. which s emct:(‘ie““"r Western Junction Railway Station, It s farm land have a larger area if a lot of traffic were anticipated. 16. 7o Mr. C’]trl.m.-;—‘l‘he aerodrome at May] nnth'
Hogarth’s homestead. Works and Railways Valuntor at “the of good quality. To acquire and prepare it. for ave B Ber ledg ticularly of. what is being done  Western Australis, i3 situated about 5 miles from Perth.
<anme €imo Pointed out that o Ehass arer e uor at. o of the Aero. Club.and medinm-aized alreraft would: From otir knowledge particularly of Wist B E0k B0 South Australia the acrodrome is at Parafield, which
Comleg e e ohnt ) tlase, properties (Kitkdale— cost approxiniately £12,000. In course of time, wlion. in, Anieriod and Europe, we appreciate absolutely tho  In So ileg from Adelnide and is on a very good
Yand, o rlcl clay sofl, and in a wet winter Lqutiﬁcil:vtnl]?z:‘x':ahgler;slr‘ hoawy | commerclal tripleengined airoraft are in - fact that ng natural surface can be.used by hginvxer crq:'l is a(})ou'i;ﬁg ;\:Le;rg;?:‘ther: & Facthor ont than we like.
uny wheeled vehicle unless the surface. is. drosned withen viow i paR, an additional “expendifure of £5,600 unless preparation iy made for runways. I am quite road. Iheacrofrome12e7e a c#o uld’ not get
10 preventing soil from adiioring=to tho. whels of Caatrs would, be nectssary for the formation of prepared afe in saving thi expenditure. of, £10,000 to br It is. right at the extreme limit, but we co g
Ue aleo suggested an alternative arert, which o hadl snsmers runays, safe i saying that the expen of, £10,

i £ i - umetion: i . i ny suitable site closer-to the city. Eventually the aero-
whiel he considered could be aequired for u,m“t"’,“':‘lﬁ“a“!; (2) Vo Steiglits's property—about 13 miles trom miade. at Western Junction site for' the preparation of  any s c

y th i - il .and passenger services:
‘i Launceston, also on a good rond, It.i ya would ecéssary if the Evandale or any  drome will be used for mail . g
R e I e S T e L e e Tue hoavior ol beswesn Tasmanta aod tho maioland,but 1 he el
lut the techmical opinion was thnt o pucel. “f.:,m‘,f‘e “L;.r,,' ";"‘“M‘"f‘“' acrodrome purposes -than. is' Hogartli's. o o& bgin y]ondcd‘uj) to 10 6r 12 tons and.the impact  stages until some large organization comes into being
antivipated need accur provided the land wab purclinsed somo Acquisition and preparation: for wiveratt of up o are & s H ;

. meditm size would cost £6,250,
I‘rlnm-: appears Lo ho w0 doult Lt the Von Stelglits
property is, in every way, ware suitable for yovernthentnl,
purpoacs than Hogart} Foorl

time hefore it wuas required for use (in order to allow the
atrface to be prepared and then to settle and become grassy
N difienlty would be experienced in entablishing a good co
) grase in view: of. the richness of the soil, The al

drag of the tail skid or wheel behind, is far greater than

the force exerted on any road by any lorry now in use

oA i n i i ideration will be the training of pilots.
of that: Joad coming on to a natural surface, with the tlel'e.mam‘ considera S o Wil b holmain
consideration. We have given.a lot of consideration to

H : k
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fiomfog areas. For that reason we established an sero-
dromo nt Essendon rather than at Port Melbourne, In:
Tasmania we gave grave consideration to the fact that
Hogorth’s property is well away from the low lying
areas.  For soaplanes and flying boats Hobart is an

[:}

That is ‘bocoming moére and more appsrent in othor
countries, becauso civil aviation is making more rapid
growth. where divorced, from defence, With the excep-
tiow of America, eivil aviation has been. developed by
othof  countries: Wit Government assistanco, In

idesl locality, but that js not the case at T
‘The indications are at present that any aerial -mail
service botween the mainland' and’ Tasmania will be.
carried out. by land machines and. not by seaplaties;
The chain of islands between Wilson’s Premontory’ sitd
Tasmania could be made available for forced landibgs
although those would not be frequént if triple mackines
were used. It'would be more ceonontical and: podsibly
eveir sufer to curry out the Tasmanian seryice with the
more advanced land’ maghines than “with seagoing air
craft.  With the establishmont of an aerodrorie at
Launiceston it will not be necessary to establish oneray
Hobart, That aerodrome will be the only one required-
until the air becomes-a great deal moré used than it ig
at present and the necessity becomes apparent for an
additional nerodrome further south at Hobarf. In
choosing an acrodrome site we study evéry aspeet, in-
cluding that of economy, ’ '

11. T'o Mr. Gregory.—When the route is properly. pre-
pared it will' he quite safe for ordinary aeroplanes to
cross from the mainland to Tasmania with, inails and'
passengers. There Will be no'sea crossing of mote than
from 25 to 30 miles between possible landing places.
The Straits of Dover are crossed from'30+to 50 times &
doy by land flying machines.

18. To Mr. Curtin.—~The establishment of dn- gero-
drome at Launceston will not at present octasion any
extra expense.in the proparation of landing grounds oit
the chain of islands. Ultimately some expense in that
direction will need to be incurred. The population on
the Inrgest of those islands would benefit considerably
by an- air service: and one will certainly be warranted’
in the course of time.

19. To Mr: Gregory—Ultimately londing, grounds
will be required at the islands so that mnchines' in
trouble may land safely, but there would be little:
diffienlty experienced: in flying across Bass Strait. 1.do-
not anticipate that in the very near future there will

Ainerien, although the Government. gives w great denl

of assistance. and spends an eboriious amount of money
on services: ancilliary tor@viation, it .does not spend

. «money directly op encouraging aviation:at all. America

will not by scrodromes. It has made it 4 statutory
obligation on.the part of the Bureau of Commerce that
it will not.expend any of ihe money sifocated.to it on
the' purchaso of aerodromes. The aevodromes in
Amerien, although' the Qoversiment gives a groat deal
the ‘exéeption of purely military horodromes which
cannot be used for private purposes. By, private enter-
prise I mean instrumentalities other than. Government.
"The aerodromes are constructed lnrgely by municipali-
ties, and: their operations in this direction are increas-
ing rapidly because tlicy realize thin profits can
be made from the owiership of aerodromes,
I think that civil. aviation should bo Lled
by the Commonweslth Government. Evéry other
cotntry in the world has control of ecivil aviation,
even in America where ‘the aerodromes are conducted
by private enterprise. The Government of thut country
has control of registrati * gerody igtrati
of machings and licensing of pilots. It is laid down by
the Tiiternational Convention, to which Australia is. a.
party, that all the signatories to that Convention must
carry out the policy of Government control of civil
aviation. In actial practice theré is in Australin no
overlapping, of the authorities of the itionwealth
and: the States. The States had tacitly handed over
their powers to the Federal Government without.paseing
any legislation for that purpose,

9L T'o Mr. Gregory.—On several occasions that sub-
jeet Las been brought up at Premiers’ Conferences, and-
a bill has been drafted and approved by all the States.
‘The provisions are not absolutely identieal in cach case,
but all' the States have agreed to introduce.a bill to.
hand over aviation control to the Federal authorities,
’l:h'_nt legislation has not yet been actually proclaimed

imed bef

be an air mail service between the mainland and: Tas-
t L i

mania.  There shonld be an d a i
if thero is to'bo any aviation in Tasmania at all. We
ave dered’ the ion of blishing an aero-

drome at the eapital city of Hobart, but we could not
find 2 site in its vieinity comparable with the one in the
vicinity of Launceston. A number of flying entliusiasts
at Hobart have joined up with the Launceston Acro
Club. There has been no suggestion that the aero-
droms should be established at Hobart. Our poliey is
to have aerodromes establisied on -approved aerial
highways. Launceston. is an approved aerial highway.
An aerodrome at Bendigo or Ballarat would 1ot be i
the same category although there are acrodromes at
both places established by the respective municipalities.
Tt ia. probable that in the course of time a company will
be formed' to establish an aerodrome at Iobart. As far
a3 I know the-Government has not gone so far as deeid-
ing to establish an aerial mail service between Tasmania
mnd the Mainland. Thero is a_somewhat dense settle-
ment around the aerodrome at Mascot, and we do not'
like that position. Fortunately at Mascot machines can
take off in two or three directions and they do not
fiy immediately over the houses,

20. To Mr. Holloway—Our branch does not work
from the point of view that the development of avintion
is part and purcel of the Australian defence schieme.
We roalise that the norntal and assisted growtl of civil
aviation must have a tremendous value for defence pur-
poses, but we clnim that it should not be developed from
the point of view' of being a military factor at all.
The more the development-of aviation is Jaid down as
being a defence factor tho-slower: will aviation grow.

)

h it must be pr efore the agr

comes into force. The Commonwealth Government
will have an overriding authority in respect of every
form of nerial nctivity so.long ss it has control of

d and the licensing of maching:
and personnel.  Of course, in case of emergency, under
our defence laws the Commonwealth could: take full
cantrol of avintion at any time. It has beon necessary
for the Government to nssist in the development of
commercial aviation, but it is now being widely realized
that that assistance is temporary and that in less than
five years! time there will be rio. more expenditure in
the. form of direct assistance to any aviation company
in Australia. It is of great importance from the
Govérnment’s point of view to give a little artificinl
fertilization to civil aviation until the dead centre is:
overcome, and after that is accomplished aviation will
hawve to develop without direct Government assistance, T
have no doubt that the Government in giving assistance
contemplated' continuing it only for 4 short period. It is
Jjust as important to build up a body of commerciil
pilots so that if nceessary, they may assist in the defence
of Australia in time of. war, as it is to develop a Jarge
mereantile marine to assist the Navy in war time. A
navy without a mercantile marine would be impotent
after o fow week's operations, and it is Very necessiry
that we should have « largé and inereasing bidy of
young. pilots and mechanies to eall upon in time of
need. The construction of the hangar at the aerodrome
is 0 matter entirely beyond my province. When u
hangar is required we obtnin approval for ity erection.
The money is made available by the Defaice Depari-

ment, and its construation is placed. in the hands of the
Works and Railways Department. It is merely o gal-
vanized iron structure with steel or jron b

contract with the Department that I am not under
the control of the militax-y authorities. I gave evidenco
before the Constituti C ission and the opinion

There i8. no canvaa work connected with it at all,

29; To My, Curlin—It is possible that this acro-
drome would not bo used rt least for a year for the
purpose of mail-co ications with the mainland. In
recominending thia -aerodrome we took into considera-
tion: the iniportance of mail' communication with the
mainland’ and the:desirability of providing instruetion
for memberi of the Aero Club.  Every aspect wos
taken into eonsideration. The poliey laid down and
approved-by Cabinet was that there should be a-certain
number ‘of approved aerial highways, of which Tas-
mania was one. We realized that in a place like Aus-
tralia, with its ‘huge- arens, the Government cannot
accept the responsibility of placing aerodromes at many
of the places at which we le:ouldf like to see them, We
know in the first place that the money is not available.
But we go further than that. Wo say that it is not
sotnd- policy that the Government should provide all
the: aerodrontes: required in Australin, ~ Whenever a
township-is laid out it should be mandatory to reserve
an:aeroplane area, If all d had ' to be provided
by:the Government progress would be much slower than
ify they were provided. by municipalitics and private
enterprise, With one:or two exceptions the norial high-
ways are the air lines. joining the capital oities. We
consider that for our purposes. acrodromes should not
bo situated more than nine miles from a city.  Any
distance beyond that we consider to be too remote. I
do not know the exact distance of the Croydon nero-
dromo from the General Post Office in London; but I
known that in the opinion of the authorities in England
the:distance is too remote. There is » large settlement
around Croydon, but the establishwent of any aero-
dromo must aftract a  small settlement almost
jmmediately: I believo Croydon is about 15 miles
from London, and when the aerodrome was cstablished
it immediately attracted a settiement. The Director-
Genoral. of Civil Aviation in England, Sir Sefton
Brancker, has received bitter complaints from the
residents in the vicinity of Croydon beeause of the noise
of the machines flying overhead: and the danger to the
residents from flying accidents.

93. T'o Mr. Gregory.—From the point of view of the
carriage of mails’ and' interstate passengers, it is not
desirable to have nn rerodrome too remote from a city.
In the United States of America the administration of
serodromes is olmost wholly under the control of
municipalities and public bodies generally. The aero-
dromes are not under the dircet control of the Govern-
ment, but it. may decide whether an serodrowe is to be
used: or not. 1f it considers that an_aerodrome is
unsnfe the licence may bo withdrawn, We have. power
to'do that in Australin, Our air and navigation regu-
lations lay it down that no area should be used for the

urpose of a.commereinl acrodrome unless it is lieensed:
?or that.purpose. We have that power under the Trado
and: Commerce Act. We are asking that legislation be
passed: by the States to place the control in the hands
of the Commonwenlth beeause the position is not quite
clear at present. Wo use the. powers under our regu-
lations until they are challenged and they have not
been challenged yet. It has been held by the Crown
Law authorities that an seroplane from its very nature
is a potential interstate instrument. It would be most
valuable from the point of view of civil avintion if this
Committee: recommended- that the States should pass
legistation to place complets avittion control in the

hands of the Commonwealth Government.  There is'

power under the Constitution for the States to delegate
sueh powers,

94, To Mr. Holloway—I am not in any way associ-
ated with the military schemie. It is Inid down in my

wag' expressed thero that complete control of aviation
should bo tranaferred to the Commonwealth,

(Taken at Melbourne.)
THURSDAY, térn JANUARY, 1630,

Present :
Mr, Lacey, Chairman;
Senator Snmpsow Mr. Gregory
Mr. M. Cameron Mr. Holloway
Mr:, Curtin i Mr. Long,

Captuin Edgar Charles Johnston, Superintendent of
Aecrodromes, Civil. Aviation Branch of Defence,
sworn and examined.

95. T'o the Chairman,—I am aware of the proposal
to establish nn aerodrome at Launceston. I made =
number of investigations for that purpose spread’ over
some four or five years. The whole of the environs
of Luunceston were inspected by travelling round in a
motor car and climbing the hills so as to get a general’
idea of the country within nt least 10 miles of Laun-
ceston, The likely looking spofs were investigated in
more detail by walking over them and making a careful
examination. Hogarth’s property was selected ag the
best site. I do not know of any site closer to Laun-
ceston that would be suitable for & permauent gero-
drome, There are other sites, which, if as close to
Launceston as is Hogarth's property, would be more
snitable, Both Von Steiglitz’s and Hogarth’s pro-
perties could be made inte suitable rerodrome sites, but
the former is 13 miles from. Launceston, whereas the
latter is only 94 miles distant, It is a matter of opinion
whether the additional cost of preparing Hogarth’s pro-
perty is justified in order to have greater accessibility.
It may be orgued that when one starts o journey of
10 miles in & motor car little difference is made in.
travelling an additional 8 miles, but, on the other haud,
the. saving in time and: expense by travelling only 10
miles instend of 13 miles may more than compensate
for any advantages offered by Von Steiglitz's property.
I consider it highly desirable that. all terminal aero-
dromes should be as close as possible to the heart of the
city. During, the next five years a number of aircraft
will be operating at the aerodrome. The Aero Club
will cortainly operate there. Jndging by the growth of
other Aero Clubs, I should sny that within the next
five years eight or ten machines will be in constant
use undertaking joy' and passenger flights. There is,
also the probability of a service being inavgurated
between the mrinland and Tasmania within that time.
The roads to both Hogarth’s. and Von Steiglitz’s pro-
perties are good enough to allow u car to travel at 30
miles an hour, It would, therefore, take seven minutes
to. travel the additional 3 miles to Von Steiglitz’s pro-
perty. As the cost of a hire ear is 1s, per mile, the
additional cost would be 7s. each return trip. If
travelling in one’s own ear, the additional cost would be
about 1s. 6d. The ideal nerodrome wonld be situated
amid open fields, but there is really little danger from
aceidents because of an acrodrome’s proximity to. a
village. Both these sites lave good surrounding
country. Von Steiglitz’s property is the better site,
excluding altogether the factor of distance, The
advantage of distance in the euse of Ilogarth’s property
would' justify the espenditure of at lenst an additional
£10,000 in the preprration of the ground for aireraft
purposes. Hogarth’s property would probably require
morg penditure  for prey i of ~ ground,




and wat  westhet ruu
bably neéd to be pro®
an would be nécessary
roperty. ‘The ¢ost of
d fnore immediate on

£ a more clayey nature
and heavy aireraft would nof
wet weather unlegs runwvays wero
face of Von Steiglitz's pro

d States of America seems
natursl ground will ssa‘nd

8 -
great. disadvantage when it comes 10 _];lugllixn.g
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boats haye to bo taken to the shore and .expensive slip-
ways ‘perided.,fox:‘;hem, A number of ‘men have to he
employed to attend to- the ‘machines;, and if the hull
springs & Jeak it, takes. about 30°or 40 men to got. the
machine ashore.  That 8 Ot 8ORAINY,. An.amphibian
fitted with wheels. would give-the maximun safety, but
the extra gear would notimsake it a8 officient 83 &, purely
flying boat. The type of commercial machine that
would be: best suited for-defence utposes would: bg-a

f thg aature of the ground.
the soil will eventually

not be of much importance. It may be of some
P

p ratlier than a land plane. ‘Probably an
phibian. would. be .pr ferable, The d at
Launceston. would always be. used by the Aero Club,
and for its purposes’ thare.would be ne need: to provide

in the early siages when

Goyernment is 1923 scres.
t is 161 necres, but the
available for landing
s. ‘The arca occupied by the Parafield acrodrome
‘Australia about 91 acres..
sfield) serodrome in Queens-

serodrome in Wedtern

ofthand what is the a

96. To Mr. Curtin—T shall supply
with a, statement showing the ar
s at the capital cities,

917, To the Chairman.
d west on account of th

used in the early stages.

8. To Mr., Curtin—Hogarth's pro]
¢ Commonwealth Government
f Colonet Bringmle'nd, mniulTyl,]

o e

in America i to prepure all natural surfaces so as' to
give a suitable runway fo
be necessary to prepar
TLaunceston_acrodrome
Probably that will have:

immediately runways
for the use of heavy i
to be done within five years.
machines to carry petrel for

commereial products.
lished between Tnsmanis an
far as passengers.are
The pumber of passen;
h flight would be abo
the company it would be
machines earrying a given

g aumber of passengers in less
ent flights, but it woul

the samo in hoth eases.

are in use by comparati
he need for special runways.

preparation that we cou

for crossing the water,

a henvy of runways. ‘That would-cut down
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-20., Ta.‘Mr.-‘Greg‘ary.—:I‘hn work of ourdcparm;ent is

mainly in,’ with the. development of. civil
aviation. It would be our function primarily aud
solely -to d to the G t, Af dt_were

inaugurating a scheme, the type of machine that should
bo-used for civil aviation. L should say, that if-a mail
sorvice were raquired, it would.be within the scope:of
our department. to say Whether 3t should be carried
out by seaplane or by land plane. _The: extra. weight
aceasioned, by attaching wheels and underesrriage to
a flying boat would be. congiderable, in fact & goo
many hundreds of. pounds. To.our knowledge there-is
not an entirely successful machine. of that type avail
able. Of course it would-be more: expensive to-operate:
.an amphibian. We are preparing 98 acres of the aero-
dvome site for landing purposes. Thera js.a littlerrise:
in the north-east corner and also & quite distingt ‘rise
in the western corner; which would be guite: useless
for landing purposes, but. those positions afford an ideal
und natural vantage point for the public to_wateh
flying. Practienlly the whole of the ares will ultis
mately be available for fiying purposes. Of. course:
certain arens have to be reserved for building, parking
and publie purposes.. The whole of the area is required.
1 have not had an opportunity of flyiing over tho site.
1 do not think that there aro any planes in Tasmania
to-day. I have flown over portions of Tasmania in.a
flying: bont from Melbourne. I am aware of the par-
ticulnrs that Colouel Brinsmend gave the. committeo
yesterday in regard to buildings, and. I do not think
that there is anything exceptional or-extravagant.in the
scheme. The buildings. are mostly at the sketch stage.
The hangar is identical with. tho one erected at Para-
fild. It is n small hangar with a 80-feet clear open-
ing and 35 feot deep. Itis to houso the small machines
for the Aero Club, The hangar will have a wooden
£rame throughout.

30; To the Chairman~The Aero Club will not be
charged rental for the use of the hangar.

81, To Mr. Gregory—~We would not normally pro-
vide ‘aecommodation in which to house planes engaged:
i any mail sevvice. It is customary for the contractor
to provide his own secommodation. That is the posi-
tion in regard to.all services subsidized by the Govern-
wment, The hangar will probably have a.concrete.floor.
No. provision is made for o water supply: A good
water supply vould be obtained only by pwmping from
the South Esk River, about 2 wmiles distance from the
site, and [ do mot thirk that would be: justified ut
present, We ean get loeal water by siuking wells.
A house is sitnated in the western corner of the aren
and the ocenpants assure me that the well water which
they use is good and: reliable. I do not think that we
could get: suficient water for fre-fighting purposes by
erecting o tank ond windmill.  There is no proposal at.
present for the prevention of fire and I do not think
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Junetion and walk a } mile in order to watch thq fiying.
It will also be of advantage in obtaini

not included in the present proposals; but they are
likely to be needed within' threo or four years. The

stores and other req of the
Gonérally speaking, flying boate are slower than land
machines, although the world’s speed record is held
by n seacraft, which is more like a projectile than n
ial hi In blisk an: air ser-
vice n good margin of speed: is necessary, and
that, of course, i8 an argument in favour of
using land machines. I = personally made &
reconnnigsance of two. routes between Tasmania
and the mainland, following tho islands in cach -case.
We did not go so far as to sclect actunl sites for land-
ing, but it would be possible, if thought' desirable, to
put in some landing grounds-on the-islands, Of course
the ground in some cnses consists of nothing but rocks,
but it. is better to land on rocks than in a rough sea.
We gave consideration to the western route, vin King
Island, That island provides & pretty good landing
place. The scrvice should be undertaken by-a multiple-
engined machine, capable of operating with onc exgine
cut out. A.multiple-engine machine. that cannot’do
that is worse than- a single-engined machine.. The Aero
Club at Launceston was formed sbout two or three
ears ago. L think it was at the end of 1027, The
fnck of an d has p d the bers of the
club from using their equipment.

36, To the Chairman.—The acrodrome will bo usAedl

Works Department has drawn up a schemo for drain-
ing the land; and, no doubt, it will be:fully explained

to the committee by Mr. Hilk

(Laken at Melbourné.)
FRIDAY, 17vn JANUARY, 1830..

Presént'
Mr. Lacky, Choirman;
Senator Sampson Mr. Gregory
Mr. M. Cameron Mr. Holloway
Mr. Curtin Mr. Long, .
Morgan, Bruce Harry, Chiof Inspector of Postal
Services; Melbourne, sworn and examined.

87, Lo the Chairman~I am aware of the proposal
to establigh.a-civil aerodrome at, Western Junetion;near'
Taunceston. My department. has inot been consulted
in any way with. respeet -to the. scherhe; but' I have
« statement. giving the views of tho department in:
regard to the utility of .an-aerial mail service between.
the mainland.and Tasmania, Tt reads—

The Government is. giving apecial consideration to: the
:r‘:lgn_-o\:cmupt of the steamahip servicés between Tasmania and

by the Matthews Aviation Company i

in its exp !
gervice botween Tasmania and the mainland, and later
probably in its regular service. It will, undoubted)

bearing' in mind: '{{nrucqlnrly' ‘the influerico that
any-revised arrangements .would have on the cfficiency of ‘the
mail: services. N

be used by aviators such as Captain Stephens who i,
1 believe, operating in Tasmania at present. The lack
of an dronie is 2 great handicap to him. My inves-
tigations were made before there was any Aero Club
in Tasmania at all, and I think Lefore any Aero Clntl,;‘
in Australia undertook training, The Aero Clul
collects into its ranks all the enthusiasts on flying
One of its biggest functions is to undertake the training
of young persons as pilots, The Government’s policy
is to issue to certain approved clubs certain equipment
on loan to enable them to carry out training, The.clubs
have to employ flying instructors and engineers, and
the, Government pays a small: bonus. to the club for
oach- pupil trained in flying and granted. a. pilot’s certi-
ficate by the department. I would not say that that
offer is open to any Aero Club, but there are quite a.
number operating on that principle. There is one. in
every capital city. The Perth Club has not actually
commenced training, but training is toking place in
every other. capital city, with: the exception of Hobart.
There should be no need for the Gévernment to erect
further hangars on the site at Launceston for tho next
ten, years unless, of course; it inaugurates a service of
its own to Tusmania, or varies its existing poliey of
requiring contractors to build their' own hangars. The
club-house should meet. the requirements of the club
for at least five or six years; in any cage it is a.revenue-
producing expenditure. The area.that we are clearing
for use should be sufficient until large machines are
operating across Bass Strait. Any flying machine,
before it gots a certificate of airworthiness, must be
capable of getting out of a smaller, areg than we are:
providing for on the site. I do not think that the.
landing area would need to be increased for at least
three or four years, and in any case it could be ’
enlarged at comparatively small expense. Except for
the drainage, that work shoukl cost not mor¢ than
£4 an acre. The site is.at present mostly under intense
culture, and there is not much opportunity of secing
how it will firm if Jeft undisturbed for a while, I
think that it.will bear & good deal of traffic once it is
allowed' to mat. We shall. certainly need to gravel
certain areas near the hangars, and probably put-in. a
runway for mediwin-sized nireraft, Those works. are

Add i is, likely to-be. entailed in the
improvement of these services, and from the deprrimental
stand-point. it had heon thought that such funds as could
be made available could be more profitably applied in this
particular dircction rather than.by applying any large sum
of money to aid in the establishment.of an_aerial-service.

As the committee is doubtless aware, the steamers p!
between Tnemanis and the mainland,. pi gmlsnlly during the

1 ‘and. departure are

night' hours, and. the times of arrival
srranged to’ ensure-connexion ‘being effected ns far ns: possible
with:the-train services at ¢ach end so that the:minimum time
may elapse between the. despatch, and delivery: of correr
espondence, Railway services in Tasmngpia which are used for
fncoming correspondence leave the-terminalpoints in the errly
morning, and although in the case -of ‘Hobart a completé
delivery throughout. tho arca cannot bo made on the day' of
arrival of the steamer at Lunuuceston or Burnle, it is hoped
to effect’ an improvement under the ‘new conditlons. whicl
may ensure this. being- dohe. - y

Until it was known to what time-table an ‘aerial. sorviee

could conform and, the frequency at which the. seryice would
be ‘maintained, it would be im}urnctimﬂ)lo to indicate what
benefits would accrue from such a servico, As the serviee
would-be run during thd daylight hours it does not appear
that it.would improve the position, more particularly if it is
not & daily service.
No_.arrangement. has been made ‘for ‘the. carriago of
mails by air to Tasmanin. ‘We have a contract with
the Tasmanian Steamors Limited. for the earriage of
nails, and that contract is subject 6 termination at
twelve months! notice on citlier side.

38, T'o My. Curtin.~I do not know whether it-would:
be necessary to give notice.of every variation of the
contract.  That,. of -course, would depend' -upon the
nature of the variation,.

39. T'o the Chairman,—An air service to Tasmania,
would not be of any. great advantage. The boats travel
at.night, and: the mails leave Melbourne in. the after-
noon and arrive at L early the following
mornjng. A seaplane carrying' mails-would have to
leave Melbourne the morning after the boat had left,
and ‘would not arrive in Tasmania until after the boat
had, arrived there. | As n matter of fact, the boat mail
would arvive gt Tlobart very little lator thau. an_air
mail, The air inail would provide-a luter closing time,
but that would be of little. ndvantage, because the-busi-
ness Qay ends at § pun, At present nerial services are
carrying mails in Australia, There.is the: Perth-Derby
service in Western Australin, the Adclaide-Perth, ser-
vice, and- the Adelaide-Cootamundra service, with links

from Hay to Molbourne and from Mildura. to: Broken
Hill. The Sydney-Brisbano service was recently estab-
lished. There is also the Queensland sorviee which
runs from Brisbane to Charleville and from Charleville
to Cnmoowedl:  That service, originally ran from
Gharleville to Camooweal, but about twelve montlhs age
it wns extended from Charleville to Brisbane, A
service ig to bo shortly established between C 1
and  Daly Waters, Al these services. carry
mails, Except in the ecase of the service. from
Syducy to Brisbane, I think that the delivery of mails
is made at.the acrodrome. Jt.may be, in some case, that
the gerial company, when transporting pussengers from
the aerodromo by motor car would also take the mails
to tlie post,office. As a rule we have to deliver and get
delivery of mails. at, the aerodrome. [t would be an
advantage. to:have- the .erodrome ag. tienr to the city
ag possible, but duc regard must be paid to the: cost
of thé land. T would not regard an additional travelling
distanee of from 3 to 4 miles to ane as.a vital

3l

from 200 to 300 bags of mail matter, including first
and sccond class matls. 'The ordinary plane used in
Melbourne could not carry anything like the whole of
the fivst class mail. Even tho. large planes operating
on the east-west servico would not be capable of carry-
ing that quantity of mail. Tt is not so much the weight
as the bulk, partienlarly of second class mail, which
would prevent the ingo. of mails by pl

shall obtain for the committee figures' showing the
volume of first and'second class mail between Tasmania
and the mainland.

43. T'o Senator Sampson.— The present subsidy paid
to the steamer service is £30,000 a year. That provides
for three trips each way in the summer and two trips
ench way in the winter between Launceston and the
muinland, and’ two trips ench way all the year round
between Burnie and' the mainland, There have been
complaints to the department in regard to: the winter
;i}n‘c.:-mblo and the dolivery of mails. Mails posted in

matter,  [ndoubtedly, it would increase: the cost of

veying' mails and:p gers Betweew the aerodrome
and the city, but so far as mails are concerned; the
additional distanco. would. not involve a large expense.
L. suppose that we -might.rockon on the cost being some-
where in the neighbourhood of 1s. a mile, We camof
see at present that an nerial mail service between the
muinland and Tasmania would proyide an advantage
that ‘would. be commensyrate with ‘the cost. Tt would:
be more advisable to expend the money in improving
;ho lmu,il bont service between Tasmanie and: the main-
el

40. To Mr. Long—Generally speaking, an air
service between Tasmauniz. and the mainland, if
properly regulated, would be an advantage, but T doubt
whether that advantage would be coimmensurate with
the cost,

41, 2o Al¥. Holloway—During the summer time,
from. the middle of September to the end, of March,
the presént confract provides for a service of three trips
weekly ench way between. L and Melt

i the rest of the year there is a twice
wetkly serviep each. way. In addition, there is
a service between Melbourne .and Burnie which
runs twige a week each way throughout the
yeak, A service is alio given by non-contract
boats which leave: Melbourne on Saturduys. They pro-
vide an auxiliary service. Those services taken alto-
gother would average four mails a week. If
necessary, we conld provide a daily service, An addi-
tiondl vessel' could ‘be put on the Burnie route. The:
Oonal, whicli is- at present on that service, can only
provido a ‘twice-a-week scrvice, The Loongana. is used
on the Burnie servieo for-a period of eight weeks durin,
the summer; for the rést of the year it acts ag-a stand-
by- vesgel, and takes the place of the Nairana when in
dock: for repeirs or overhaul. The Neirana is the only
vessel. on. the Launceston service. Of course, in the
summor timé the Loongana caters for the tourist traffie,
ot that is apart altogether from the mail contract.
The frequency of the service would be increased by
all ithe vessels carrying mails. L do not know exactly
what addjtional. facilitics.are to be given TLasmania in
the way of telephone and telegraph communication, but
I shall be plensed to obtain that information for the.
committee. 1 believe that there is.a proposal to estab-
ish telepl ication with Tq ia, but even
if that were innugurated it would' scarcely influence
the mail, trafic. Our expericuce is that the postal
tenftie still-maintains its normal. inerenso notwithstand-
ing the extension of telegraph,. telopk and wircless
facilities. . ' ..

42. T'o Mr. Cameron—~No:acroplane would be uble
to carry .all the mails for transport between the
mainland and Tasmigaia. There would probably be

F.9593.~2

on Friday forwarded vin Burnie would
reach Ifobart on Saturday cvening .and be de-
livered on Monday morning. There are advan-
tages under the present time table which more

than he disadvantage of late
delivery.

p or ]

Wo think that if the Government is
prepared to expend money on improving mail ser-
vices it would be preferable to improve the steamer
service rather than provide an aerial mail.  The
stenmer trip takes about eighteen 'hours from the time
of leaving the river wharf in Melbourne to the time
of arriving at the King’s Wharf in Launceston. Of
those eightecn hours, about eleven hours are travelled
in the dark, at & time when planes conld' not travel,
Letters can. be posted up to sailing time at the boat’s
side, which is between 2' p.m. and 3.30 p.m. T should
think that the department gets value for the present
shipping' subsidy.” I do not think that the sum of
£30,000 is.an excessive amount for the service rendered.

44, To Mr. Curlin—The subsidy covers everything.
It is really a contract price for the conveyance of mails.
The use of the-telephone, particularly for business pur-
poses, is ever increasing; but it must not be overlooked
that mail ication is also ever i ing. There.
fore, it cannot be argued that by giving -improved
telephone and telegraph communications between Tas-
mania and the mainland an i d mail i
cation would be unnecessary. There are certain things
which are necessary in business, such as documents and.
correspondence, which cannot be sent by tele-
gram. Business people may come to some arrange-
ment by telegraph, but it must be confirmed by post,
and sometimes the need for the receipt of confirmation.
is very urgent. [ think that the main complaint in
Tasmania is that the service is not sufficiently frequent
throughout the year, The week-end delivery is one of
the gronnds for complaint. The people of Tasmania
generally claim. that they are entitled to more frequent
mail communication. They 2lsé are not satisfied with
the passenger accommodation on the boats, and they
cousider that the tourist traffie is hmnpered by lack of.
suitable berth accommodation. The people of Tas-
mania want better mail communication and better ship-
ping facilities. for tourists. Before the shipping
company can increase fares and freights it has to obtain
the approval of the Postmaster-General,

45, T'o Mr, Cameron—~X scparate payment is made
to Holyman’s for the conveyauce of mails, so that the
actunl smount paid for earrying mails to Tasmania is
more than £30,000. T shall let the committee know the
exnet amount, I do mot think that. the payment for
the conveyance of mails by non-contract vessels would
amount' to much more than £1,000 a year.

46. Lo Mr. Holloway.~If animproved mail service
were' given between Melbourne and Launceston, and
better clnss vessels were used, Burnie and other ports




would reeeive a great advantage. If the serviee with
L were 1mp d it would lly improve
the mail facilities to the people in the north-west, par-
ticularly if the boat from Melbourne arrived. at_Laun-

ceston in time to conneet with the Launceston-Burnio.

morning train. That would be a matter fof arrange-
ment,

(T'aken at Launceston.)
MONDAY, 20ri. FANUARY, 1830.

Present:
Mr. Lacey, Chairman;

Senator Sampson Mr. Gregory
Mr. M. Cameron Mr. Holloway
Mr. Curtin: Mz, Long:

Thomas Hill, Director-General of Commonwealth:
Works, sworn and exsmined.
47, To the Chairman—~1L am aware of the proposal
blish an. aerod near L I was
ponsible for the prep of the plans in respect
of drainage, building and other auxiliary works, and the
exceution thereof. ‘The plans.were prepared after con-
sultation with the Department of Defence and also
with its concurrence. 1 submit for the consideration of
the committee drawings Nos, C.631, C.582 and 581a.
They have been prepared on the basis of a survey made
by Mz, J. Wilks in respect of the levels. Mr., Wilks is
the Tasmanian surveyor employed by the department.
I should like to .say at this-stage that the plaus have
uot yet been submitted to the Department of Defence,
the reason heing that Mr, Wilks' survey lacked certain
levels. It is, therefore, possible that the system of
drainage and levelling shown on the plans may ber
slightly amended. In view of the inquiry, I thought
it wise to prepare these plans and submit them to the
committee 05 being o good. indication of what will be
necessary, with possibly some modification. Any modi-
fieation of the drainage.of Iogarth’s property will not
affect the ultimate cost., On the 92nd December, 1928,
a rough estimate in respect of Hogarth's and. Von
Steiglit’s properties was submitted: to the Department
of Defence. 'The report reads—

to

HooaRTi'S PROTERTY.—This property fu about 0 miles.

from Launceston, on a good road within 3 mile of
Western Junction railway station. It is farm land
of good quality, heavy soil, aid Is &t present
drained by open drains, Several large Hawthorn Liedges
cross the property and will have to be removed. The soil
being of & henvy, clayey nature the surface: will, have to be:
prepered in order to establish service all’ the year round
This can be done hy the construetion of gravelled runways.
The drainago from the road is carried through the property by
means. of an open drain fed by a pipe culvert—this water
would have to be carried out by a pipe drain. The other
surface drains through the property would require to be
piped,. filled in and levelled. The ground generally would
veqlulm ploughing and harrowing and. cross hoarrowing and
rolling, There are good sites. for the buildings required and
for the: general, public. Electric power is available. Water
would have {o. be provided by means of tanks i

12 .

grulblag the trees) Is p Y cross

and rolling, The surface would atand all the year round,
Electrio power’ mains are. about 1. mite distant. The Soutb
Esk River is about 1, mile away,

Tliese.sites apponr to bo the only ones suitable {or-acrodrome
purposes within a reasonable distance.of Launceston. Either
of these propertica can be. made liito-a firsticlass acrodrome.
‘The Western Junction sile s moro cspensive but closer to
launceston.

The approximate cost of each property is as followa:—
Westesy Juncrioy (HooarTi's).

£
200 ncres at £40 .. . . . 8,000
200 acres,, ploughed,. harrowed and rolied,
£3 per acre 600

210 chnins liedges to grub, at £3.per chain .. €30,
Drains—130 chaina of G-inch, at £4, per' chain 520
50 chning of O-inch, at'£11 per chain 550
Gravelling and rolling runways 0 inches deep— +
500 yarda By 200 yards, at.12s. 6d. pér cubie:

yard, .. . s .. 10,000
Fencing .. o " . 100
Total .. . .. 20,400

At the incgption of the acrodroine, where only light machines
will be used, the gravelling' might be eut down, is
possible that one runway 440 yards by 60 yards,
sufielent with only a 1ight coat of 3.Inthes of gravel, say
2,000 cubic yards nt 12s. 6d. would be £1,260, ‘making total
required at fnception £11,650, . )

EvanpaLs Prorerry {Von STEIOLITZ'S).

®

260, acres, at £20 gcr acre .. . . 6,000
250 acres. ploughed, &e,, at £3 per . o750
Grubbing . - . 250
Kencing, &c. . . . o 250

Total .. . o 0,200

The estimate for the Evandale property does not include
the cost of gravelling and rolling runways: Runways
would not be necessary in the early stages because the
surface of the soil is good: On the 22nd November,
1999, we furnished the Defence Department with-the
following estimate for work on Hogarth’s property:—
Draining, £1,115; subsoil drainage, £768; surface
drainage;, £382; fencing, £322; ground marks, £33;
and clearing and removing hedges, £521. = That
estimate of approximately £3,000 compares-closely with'
the estimate of £2,400. made in 1928. The. cost has

been slightly increased, but: that is due mostly to more:

cxpensive fencing. We have now made a close study of
the project. Previously o reconnaissance was made.
We were asked by the Defence Department to advise.on
the engineering aspect of Hogarth’s property, and,
other than perhaps submitting 2 personal. opinion of.
one of our officers, we have not dealt with the-subject.
On the 1st December, 1928, the following letter was
sent by the Department, of Defence to-the Seeretary of
the Works and Railways Department :— .

“Will you please ndviso the carliest possible-date
you can- arrange for_an officer to ‘mecompany
Captain Johnston to Launceston to advise as to
engincering difficulties assoeinted with the propara-
tion of the proposed di sito at . »

Lt will be noticed that engineering is what we. are
asked o advise upon. The carrying out of the

water—at n later date, if fire service is. considered uccessery.
water could be pumped from the South Esk' River about. 2
miles away. This-site, suitable by its position, ean be mado
into a first-cl d It is an expensive site to

1 e req e as set ont
in the-estimate of £3,000 wounld depend on the weather:
If the weather were suitable thoy might bo carried out.
within o couple of months. TIn wet ‘weather draining

int
prepare, but there are no serious eng! g d

\;:m STEIOLITZ’S. ESTATE~~ Andora ” is about 1 mile from.
Evandale aud about 18 miles from Launceston on a good
road. The Iand is. of poorer quality than-Hogarth’s property,
and: is more. suitable: for landing ground purposes, heing of
a. gravelly noture. It extends about 1,000 yards along' the
road by 1,000 yards in depth, say 250 acres—open all. round,
not slut in by bills, gentle slope, and would not require
draining—open  country, no hedges, abont 20 large trees to
grub and a clump of shelter trees (wattlo), The preparation
required to make the property a good landing ground (after:

is ly difficult. The grading of land stich as
Mogarth's 18 not a job I should like to tackle in the
winter time. The gravelling or runways, would be
essential for a service all. the year round. The gravel
would lave to be obtained from. Von Steiglits's
property. Thero is another quarry, but it.is 1 mile
farther out. Ilogurth’s property can be drained. Tt
will require underground agrieultural rains and some
artifieial draining of the surface: It is now practically-

flat, and without putting in artificial ridges and slopes,

iving & grado of 1 in 130, X do not think that the
5minnge‘ system would be satisfactory. Pluns C.531
and 531a show the drains that would be unecessary:
With that exeeption, for a.distanco of 1,000 feet either
way there is. practically no varintion in the levels, On
Von Steiglitz’s property, due to the slope and nature
of the ground, littlo-drainage would be necessary: Tho
stight undulation of Von. Steiglitz’s property would not
effect its utility as n landing ground. Hognrtl's pro-
perty would need some surface levelling and grading,
arid it would be essential to have gravel runways. Von
Steiglitz’s property would requive the ordinary levelling
and grading, but.no gravelling of runways. "The-depth
of gravel and tho naturdl surface would bo quite
suflicient for- the purposes. of an nerodrome, For the
information of the committee I have brought with me
a layout of the Mascot aerodrome at. Sydney. Itis a
tentative layout: giving some iden of the rc{mivc size.
Mascot of course is u much: bigger proposition, because
it is based upon the maximum ares, including Tand now
used by the New South Wales Gun Club, The plan
shows tho proposed system of runways, each being 500
yards long, which. js the length of the suggested run-
ways at Hogarth’s property. I cannot contemplate the
proposed ncrodrome. as being solely for Taunceston.
We must regard it as 2 Tasmanian aerodrome, and
while in the carly stages it is possible that a runway
of 440 or 500 yards might be sufficient, T think that
ultimately the Tasmanian areodromo must come- within.
the: entegory of Muscot, New South Wales. The
country towards Hobart is very hilly, and I think it
would ‘bo difficult to- obtain. an_aerodrome site near
the capital city. A site near Launceston would be
favorable, not. only for Launceston, but vlso for the
whole of the State. That fact has cousidernbly
influenced me in coming to'a decision with respect to
the suitability of both Hogarth’s and Von Steiglitz’s
properties as an acrodrome site. Von Steiglitz’s pro-
perty would' not need runways, because of the nature
~f the soil.

48 T'o Senalor Sampson.—The surface is of natural
aravel, and, therefore, would be suitable for the landing
and’ taking off of heavy machines.

40. To the Chairman.—The soil at Hogarth’s pro-
perty ie of a clay nature. The clay is elose to the
surface and there is & clay loam on top. Evenif the

surfaco were well graseed, to meet the requirements of

u Tasmanian aerodroriie, it would need heavy expense
in gravelling. The: estimate: for gravelling is. rather
on the high side. It is 12s. 6d. a cubic yard, but I
think that that could probably be cut down to
9s. 6d. or 10s. n cubic yard. Even with that reduction
the cost would be fairly heavy. I think that the run.
way would need to be longer then 500 yards and other
runways: would be neeessary. That would make tho
preparation of this site an expensive item. The pro-
perty enn. be drained, but it would have to be surfaced
if the acrodrome is to be used all the year round, in
all wenthers, by all classes of machines,

50. T'o Mr, Curtin—We have taken into account the

necessary in ion with the drai at
Hogarth’s, That is a small item. Two easements have
heen. acquired from adjoining properties to. allow the
wator to drain off the siteinto an adjacent gully where
we think it ean. be disposed of.

51, To the Chairman—The catimated cost of
grubbing the large trees.on Von Steiglit’s property 18
£250. That is included in the estimate of £6,250 which
L have already submitted to the committee, The pro-
perty is on the-main western road;, which has a bitumen
surfnce of abont § miles of the 13 miles of rondway
from Lounceston. The remainder of the rond has a
gravel surfaco; but 1 think that it will ultimately have
« bitumen surfnce. Hogarth's property is 9 miles from

13

Taunceston and Von Steiglitzs property 13 milea,
Even if the cxtra 4 miles were not bitumen surfaced
it will atill be an excellent road It is a main road, and
will always bo kept in good order and condition. I do
not think that o water supply is neeessary on the site;
ut any rate, not at this stage. The rainfull is good
and sufficient for the purpose of the nerodrome, and
water could be collected from the roofs of the buildings.
There would be no difficulty in the future in providing
a water supply at small cxpense. In regard to the
seworago, Ilogarth’s property would require a pan
system, but on Von Steiglitz's property n small septic
tank could be crected and the efiluent discharged into
a drain,  The serodromes in South Australin and
Western Australia have the pan system, No steps are
being taken to cope with any possible outbreak of fire.
That has not been considered, nor do T think it neces-
sary in respect of the ordinary equipment. The build-
ings will be mostly of iron and' wood framing with
corrugatetd ivon voofs, and T think that o good supply
of fire extingnishers would be all that is necessary. The
Department of Defence has been furnished with the
estimated cost of & hangar with eonsolidated earth floor
and o conerete floor in the office. The estimate for that
is £150. The estimate for a hangar with a conerete
floor throughout is £530, and for brick puving, £346.
It is & small hangar, and I think that all that will be
uneeessary for some time in the way of fire precautions
is n good supply of extinguishers. No meteorological
data in respeet of the rainfall, the prevailing winds or
the frequency of fogs, has been colleeted, 1 thought
that Captain Johnston would give that information to
the committee, or that it would be collected loeally.
I have made fuquiries and' T fiud that the average rain
full at Launceston is ahout 26 inches, und that fogs
gcentr with the same  frequency in_ regard to both
Hogartl’s and' Von Steiglitz's propertics.

59, T'o Senalor Sampson.--The eity surveyor of
Lm‘mcestun gave we that information at lunch-time
to-day.

53. To Mr. Gregory.—The eracks in the clay soil on
Hogarth’s property eaused through tho dry weather will
effect the gravel rmway to some extent, but the runway
could be ensily ruked over and the eracks filled in.
Nauturally, if the runway were used to any extent tho
trafic would fill in the cracks. We contemplate that
the runways will ultimately need to be bitumen sur-
faced. There seems to be a tendeney, when an gero-
plane s starting off, to blow the sand and fine stones
away, and ultimately some sort of binder; such as
bitumen, will be necessary to-prevent the gravel runway
from disappearing altogether. Von Steiglitz’s property
would not need any speciel gravelling. A great num-
ber of rocks have been removed from the soil by the
present. ownor, and I do not think that there would be
auy exceptional expense or diffieulty in making suitable
runways. 1 think that quite sufficient water could be
obtained from the roofs of the buildings even without
providing an underground supply. The quantity of
water needed for fire purposes is not very large. The
main thing is to get the water quickly and to have suffi-
cient. for fiftecn minutes. Tf the fire is not out by
that time water will' have little effert. At Point Cook
we have . stornge: of 50,000 gallons purely for fire
purposes, and that is cousiderdd mmple; <o that the
water supply does not offer auy difficulty at all cither
for fire or for domestic purposes,  With large iron
roofs there should be no diffieulty in colleeting 50,000
gallons. Tt would not' he passible to have a septie tank
at Hogarth’s property and to 1 the efluent into the
drain pipes. Suel a system would be open to danger.
We have many systems working throughout the Com-
monwealth, and some: time or other they give tronble.
T know of uo system that is perfect, = The Defence
Department has submitted no estimate iu respeet of Von
Steiglitz’s property since December, 1928, Togarth's
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property has already been purchased by theé Common-
wealth, If thiy committeo decides that Von Steiglitz's
site i3 preferable, it is not too lateto alter tha decisian
of tho Dofenco Dopartment. Large economies can. be
cffected by the acquisition of Von Steiglitz’s proporty,
Hogarth's property cost about £38 17s. an .aere, 1
understand that it. would realize about £23. an ncre to-
day. The loss would. be under £3,000. Most, of that
could. be saved in the drainage and preparation of
runways. Tho question of whether the-sita should not
be: altered warrauts serious cousideration, I do. not
thiuk that the proximity of Evandale. villege ta Von
Steiglitz’s property would be a sonrce of danger to
pilots and the general community, A similar position
exists at other acrodromes.

54, Lo Mr. Long—QOn the 1ith April, 1899, the
Department of Defenco. despatched to the, Department
of Works. a letter covveying its decision to acquire
Hognrtl'a property. Both Hogarth’s and Von
Steiglitz's properties were examined in 1028, A further
insf)ectinn was made-as to the condition of the. surface
following, on. the heavy floods. The drainage and
grading of. the.contral part of Hogarth's property would'
cost about £3,500, The cost of gravelling runways
would be about 10s. a cubic yard. By the time that the
gravel is carted to the site and: rolled it would certainly
be an oxpensive jtem. A runway 440 yards Jong and,
50 yards wide with gravel 3 inches deep would repre-
sent about 2,000 enbic yards of gravol at a cost of about
£1,250, There js the possibility that the runway. would
ultimately need to be bitumen surfaced. Even certain
parts of Von Steiglitz's property would ultimately need:
to bo bitumen, surfaced. The. cost of praparing Von
Steiglitz's property: would not be nearly so. great a8,
that of preparing Hogarth’s property. Von Stoiglitz's

7 has the additional: ad ge of the gravel
fwing on the site. The whole area.is protty well com-
posed of gravel. The cost of pumping water for fire
purposes would be about.the same in each case.

55. T'o Mr. Holloway—For the purposes of a Tas-
manian aerodrome a runway of 500 yards would be
insufficient for all purposes, It is possible to prepare
on- Hogartlh’s property, to meet. the north-west wind, a
runway up- to 1,000 yards. To. meet the wind from
other directions. a runway of 900 yards would be pos-
sible, but only at considerable expense due to the con-
figuration of the land, The prevailing wind is from
the north-west, but there nre other winds, South-
casterly winds often blow continuously for three days.
Other windg: eome from, the south-west. For the pur-
poses of a Tasmanian serodrome Hogarth's property
18 rather circumseribed.  Vion Steiglitz’s property has:
not, that disadvantage, becnuse a larger area ean be
acquired at any time;, in fact, provision was made in
the estimate for 250 acres as against 192 neres in the
case-of Hogartl’s. proporty. On the 192" acres the eon-
tours are kindly and- the grades aro sympathetic;, but
beyond that there are. hills and obstacles. such as ronds.
There is a.main,road on one side, a railway to the. south,
undulating country to the east, a fonse and property to
the north-west, and. stables to tlie south-west. It gives.
one the impression that there will sooner or Iater be
n restriction of aren, We want plemty of room for
develop The d at Essendon consists of
00 acres; but. that was. acquired some years ago. before
aviation- developed to any extent.

58.. T'o Mr. Gregory~Hogarth’s property. is not too
small, but I should like to have the capacity: to onlarge:

it

57. To Mr, Cameron—Even, if. the runways were
ploughed, barrowed, and sown down with grass'so as-fo
form a mat, I do not think that it would be capable of
ecarrying heavy planes. The tail skids of the planes.
would certainly break.up the grass. The. effect of this
can be geent at Mascot.. The grass will not hold. One
of the difficulties at Point Cook is that grass along-

side the. havgavs will not holdl.. The tuil skid combined:
with: the draught of starting up' the- engine: blows. thé
ground'inte ho%lows“ T do not. think that+in the winter
time, oven if the soil wero well grassed; it would. carry
the heavy machines that: are used at. some acrodrores.
Thoy would sink through. the top layer oven. if the
surface were in good order-aud condition. I amre-
ferring to the Yieavior typo of mnchines ench. as those
used on the enst-west route, Under some conditivns
Hogartl’s property would: be a: worse esrryings ground'
for an aéroplave than tho Porth nerodrome, Hogartl's

roperty s somewhat similar to. tho surfage of' the.
g’oint Cook acrodrome; with itlie exception -thab the
soil: at. Poiut. Cook: has:in it a little-moreelay and-is of'
& ‘mora-voleanic nature. ‘Ehe-pilots at Point Cook are
not. tied. to. a definite time-table. In bad weather they
ueed not fly. On;some-days the pilots,do-not atteinpt
to. fly" knowing that. the: surface would' not carry: the
machines.  Any’ part of Von: Steiglitz's' property;, if:
graded and. shaped up, would lend: itself to be uscd.as o
runway. About. 95 per cént. of; the aron:is.of .splendid
gravel material;, and any part of that would: lend.itself
for immediate use as an.aerodrome, It-would be-dlong
time before it would.need any special troatment.. The
ariginal estimate for clearing ‘hcdgcs on Hogarth's.
property wns £630, but we. reduced: the estimate. to
4521, becnuse at the. present stnge some of the hedges
nced not be removed, It will take all of £3.n chain to
remova the hedges. That estimate-is finely eut.  The
hedge: wouldihave: to be torn out preferably in winter
time and: the ground made good., Every -precaution
would have to be taken to én'cvcnt,,the possibility .of an,
shoots appearing, afterwards. '

58. T'o Senafor Sampson—Reports: on ‘both pro-
perties. were . furnished in December, 1928, and: & recon-
naissance: was made. within' a day orttwo-of’ that' tin
The property was also inspected in thé <winter time,
The- following. is the report.of :the engincery furnished:
on the 25th. Muy, 1929:— :

T'made an inspeetion on the propoted sites of the aer

at Launceston on the 23rd May, 1020. The proposed-
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Western Junetion: and Yvandale. They are both .well above:

flood level, and neither. of. the sitea-wora: nffected by-the recent.
floods. The soil at Western Junction was tacky, and stuck to
the boote. The soil at Evandaie was finin and clean’ underfoot,
The question was whether the floods had reached the.
sites, and whether there ‘had been, any scouring. The
engincer reported when he returned fhat the fag i
Hogarth's property would naturally liave water in,it.
The cracks in the soil in dvy weatlier is evidence, fhai
the ground is very wet in winter time. I spesk also
from & knowledge of similar goil-clsew? b not

z terq,
seen Hogarth's property in the winter tinie, bug I have

seen plenty of similar places. At certain times. of the
year it would be necéssary for planes to- land on the
ruwway, partieularly after several inches of raiii.
There are no: unsurmountable difficulties. at Tlogarth’s
property: It could be drained and provided” with run-
vays, but the gravel would have-to be-carted from Von
Steiglitz's. property 8 or 4 miles away. The extra
distance of 4 miles, s far e the sites are; concerned is
a small faetor, especially on a good road and in these
days of motor cars. Modern practice is to ‘obfain
larger-sites for nerodromes at ot too great a. distance
from the eity, cortainly nof near the ity or within
the suburhan area. There would: be no diffienlty in
machiues operating on Hogarth's: preperty except in
respeet of very large machines. They need' & runway
of 1,000 yards. in order to pick up when carrying-a
load. of. passengers and fuel for long distanices. T do
not think that the proximity of Evandale villuge 'to
Von Steiglitz’s property would lie a factor- agaiust its
selection. A similar position cxists. at -other acfo-
dromes, such as Moscot. Of course, T would- not like to
dispute the opinion of o flying man if he is of the
opinion that that. woull constitute o- danger.
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89, T'a Mr, Curtin-If miils and passengers were
carred by air from ‘Tnsmanin to the mainland the
tendency would'be t6'use u heavier type of plane. To
énable the planes to Iand and take-off the runways
would' noed to 'bo of reasonnble length and width, and
covored with gravel to a depth of 6 inches. The esti-
mate-for that work is £10,000. The-samo type of plane

‘couldiland on Vion Steiglitz’s property ns it is at preseut

with ‘practieally ‘little or no preparation, Of course,
the surface: would- have 'to be geaded. ¥ am: favorably
impressod: with Von Steiglitz’a property, The depily of
gravel ‘ia considerable, and thero is good stono in it,.
Tt has . good bearing surfaco and good drafnage, If
only Nght planes were nsed it vould still be necessaty
to have a gravel rumvay on Hogarth's property. In
wet weather, the-work of taking the machines from the
bangars. to the Feaways would be very diségrecable,
beenuse it would pructically hg mud “underfoot. Tt
wotld, need. moré than lght runieays to -make that
ground sable throughout the year. ‘Phie surface of the
ground between the hangars and runways woulid alsp
need speeinl treatment.  Tliis acrodrome should: he for
Tasmanin. gs.nwhole, and suitable for light, medium,
or leavy work:

60; T'o thé Chairman=—The Defenee Department was
responsible for choosing' Hogarfh’s site, Tho Works
Dopartment ‘purchased his -property at the request of
the Defence Depnrtment. = We ivere not: consulied,
except: in respect of the-énginedring possibilities of the
site. o [
81, To.Mr, Gregory.—A runway of 900 yards would
bo necessary for big machines. If on Hogarth’s pro-
perty four runways were provided in various directions
euch 900 gards' by 50 yards the additional éost in-
eluding griding, clenring:and gravelling would be.about
£10,000. " Tlio rupways Wwould require at Jeast 6 inches
or more of %ruve] to carry the weight 6f the heavy

planes. That is-onr experi It might happen.
that heavy machines would sink through. 6 inches of
gravel. In-the carly stages 3-inches of gravel wonld:
be necessary for light machines.

The 1oitness withdreie,

George Davy Balsille, Director of Public Works. for the
tate of ' in, sworn and. ined .

62. To the Chairman—1I am not familiar With all
the records of the rainfpll in Launceston, but tho
average rainfall for the last 50 or 60 years has been:
in the vieinify of 28 inches, The maximum is 33
inches, aud' the minimum 21 inches. T have lived -in
Launceston for 53 yenrs. In the winter time, in the
months of Muy and June, fogs ara very prevalent. 1
am aware that the commiltee is inguiring into the pro-
posul to cstablish ai d near L 1 dim
uot. familiar with either Hogarth's or Von Steig-
lita's propertics, although I kiow the locality. If ouo
property is higher than the other it would be less. sub-
Jjeet to fog. The lovel of Vou' Steiglitss property is
66+ and of Hogartl’s 502 feet above mreau sen
level Hobirt, 'F am’ coiversant with e road'
lending to both properties. From Ldunceston to
the Evandale tuin-off it ig bitumen surfaced and thew
# gravel surface. The gravelled portion: is not a pro-
claimed main rond -and be maintained: for many
yaars a8 o gravel rond. All'the gravels-n, that loeality
provide agood foadh © . C

63, Z'o Mr, Holloway.—Thete would be no differees
in, the frequency of fogs on both properties. uiless
there is o-congiderable differeiice in altitude. T should:
say: that tlie site neitr the-estuary wonld e “mioie Hable
to fogs. i the winter time quite: s nunabér of fogs
are purely local. ' ° ! .

84 T'o Mr. Cameron.—I have no. personal know-
ledge of the nature of the soil on efther of the pro-
perties.

65,

o Mr. Grogory.-It frequently happeus that
the Jow-lying portion of Launceston is eoverad with fog
while. tha ligher altitudes are quite ¢ Someotimes
the fog extends to Avoen, o distancs of 30 miles, but
that is quite exceptional:

68, To Mr, Curtin.—The prevailing wind is from
the north-west; although two or three thmes 2 yoar we
bave strong south-ensterlics lnsting thres or fonr dugs,
In the winter time we would probubly ger & souih-
westerly onco a week.  We wonld not got mere than
two northi-cost winds in. the conrse of twelve months
The main winds would be from the narth-west and the
soutli-west.

The witness u ilhdren.

Hugh Cathenrt Cameron, farmer, Evandale, sworn
and examined.

87, Lo the Chairman—1I have been noquainted with
the locality of the proposed acrodrome site for 25 years.
T lived' at Andora for some years, and have farmed my
own place for about twenty yews. My place joins
Hogarth’s on the north side. The road lending to the.
‘proposed sites are of bitumen and gravel. T know
both- the properties. Ilogarth’s plnco is extraordinarily
irce of fogs. The land. is. at 2 high altitude and is
free of fogs when they are prevalent in every other
direation. "There are three fogs nt Andora to one at
Western Junetion. ‘The height of Hugarth's property
is ubout 5380 fect above sea lovel. .\ bad fog is very
rare thore. 1 do wot kuow the height of Von Steig-
litz's property but it is close to the river and the fog
rolls over the river. The fog follows the vulley of
the river and in winter time js prevalent at Audora.
L know the nature of the soil ut both places. It is
much wetter at Hognrth's place than at Von Steiglitz’s,
but a lot of water lies on Von Steiglitz’s property in
the winter time. The soll at llogarths when com-
pressed is like macadam. In the winter time loads up
to 3 tong can be taken aver the sutfree without any
preparation, Itislike solid xock. I liave on my place
a roadway upon whick I cart in the winter time. It
is soil covered. with English grass and after being con-
tinnally pressed down for a faw years it kas bécome
cupable of carrying a traction engine even in the winter
time, The soil at_my place and Togarth’s is prae-
tieally the same. When it is pressed and rolled' one
can havdly drive a pick into it. * That part of my pro-
perty over which I eart is hendlaud which was left out
of the paddock five or six years ago. It was planted
with English grass and now that it is pressed down
a traction engine can be driven over it on any day
i the winter time, I eart up to 8 tons of chaff in
the winter time without any trouble. There are large
oracks in the ground in the summer time, but that
applies -everywhere.

68, 7'0. My. Holloway.—if the grownd it not grassed
it will pick up on the boots in the winter time; but it
is remarkable ground for carrying grass. It is better
than any' 1 have seen, and bound down with grass it
will carry auything. 1 use the same track for carting
year after year. I have not. put any gravel on the
hendlind beenuse it is not necessary.

69, To Mr. Cameron~The centre of Hogarth’s pro-
‘perty, with its preseut coat of grass, would carry an
-ordinary wogon with 4-in steel tyres. I am not familiar
with acroplanes; but I giinrantee- that Hogarth's pro-
perty if well grassed’ and compressed would ecarry e
traction engine. A traction engine which was driven
dver my property in the winter time barely marked the
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ground. 1 have not unonced whether sny water lies
in the eentre of Hogarth's property. No one in the
locality keeps a rain gauge. I should say that Laun-
ceston would have a %mu\'ier‘ rainfall than Evandale,
becauso a great number of showers at Launceston come
towards Evandale for two or three miles and then
break away over the hills, There was very little rain

during the floods, so there was no water to speak of’

Iying nbout at Western Junction. We had Fossibly
13 inches of rain at the ontside.  The rain. fell on the
watershed:

70. To Senalor Sampson—A comparatively small
area of Andora was flooded.

71, To Mr, Gregory—We use English grass mainly
We harrow it in after a crop, feeding it lightly for
a year. In two. years there is a solid body of grass
on’ the ground, which if drained’ and compressed will
earry & traction engine. English grasses give solidarity
to the ground: I have a motor lorry, and I have no
trouble in runuing it over my proporty in the winter
time. I do not think there would be any necessity to
gravel the runways for aeroplanes.

79. To Mr. Long.—Wet weather would have no effect
upon the earrying capncity of Hogarth’s property pro-
vided that it were well drained and grassed. I am not
familiar with the central part of the property, There
would not be nearly so much water lying on Hogarth’s
property in the winter time as there is at Andora,
Many yesrs ago we used to make turf ericket pitches
with that black soil, and it beenme just as solid as
coment. My headlands carry o fair amount. of traffic
and wet weather has no- effect whatever upon the Sur-
face of the soil.

“Fhomns Rae Hogarth, farmer, Western Junetion, sworn
and examined.

78, To the Chairman.~I am sware that. this com-
mittee is inquiring into a. proposal to establish an. aero.
drome near Launceston. 1 sold to the department por-
tion of the land already acquired for that purpose, I
know the nature of the land. In wet weather if is a
bit sticky and’ difficult to plough. After the soil has
been grassed for & year or two it becomes more friable
and is not nearly so sticky. The soil nfter being, grassed
for n few years would carry good weight. In_that
locality there are really no hanging fogs. The site is
parteularly free of fogs even when fogs can be scen
in other direetions, over the north and south-cast valley.
I have ploughed every paddock on the aeroplane site.
Without grass the ground would be sticky in _wef
wonther. About 5 neres.of my property have never been
ploughed. The centre of the site is low Iying, and there
is not much drainage. It is five or six years since the
paddocks in the centre of the site have leen cultivated.
It ig not a good paddock to cultivate. Very little water
lies on it during the winter, There is no surface water.
The ground has a_heavy elay surface and is diffieult to
work, In the winter it is practically water logged.
The clay is hear the surface, and in wet wenther the
a0il' becomes tacky and sticks to the implements, The
plough has to be cleared every time it reaches the end
of the paddock.

4, T'o Mr, Long.—The soil near my house and at the
far end of my place is red stoney soil, but at the far
end of Stuart Hogarth’s place. the soil is granity. The
land. is not by any means sl the same, The water
always drains off the property, even off the depression..
Tt could be effcetively drained by menns of agricultural
drains. If the land were ploughed, harrowed, eross
harrowed, rolled and grassed, I should think, that the

surface would be sufficiently good for the purposes of

an aerodrome.

76, T'o Mr. Holloway—The largest portion of the

.acquired land belonged to my coysin, We enteted into-

negotiations with thq department separately.
76. To Mr Cameron—The ceotral paddock is the
wettest portion of the whole area. We call-it.the gorse

paddock. The water-does not lie onit at.all; but the

ground becomes sodden. Of course there-may be some
water lying, in the depressions. and. furrows, I think
that in the winter time I could drive.a.motor car-over
tlmltl‘ land without any trouble; but I have had no-néed
to .do s0. ’ o

71, To Mr. Cemeron~—If the soil were- ploughed, 7

rolled and grassed there would be no diffiulty in.cart-
ing fairly heavy loads across it even-in the winter'time.

78. T'o Senator Sempson.—It would be seldom that
a fog would hang and prevent visibility from- the- air.
The only fogs. that we get are those, that.drift across:
from Launceston, . .

79. To A, Curtin—The fogs would hang on m;
property in the winter months, but we. never hdve a
thick ‘blanket of fog. .

80. 7o Mr. Gregory—My property is 562 feet
above sea level. I should think that if the soil were
properly grassed and' rolled it would' not be sticky
i the winter time and heavy loads .could: be earted
over it withont any gravel being placed on the surface.
Water can be easily drained off the land. I have no
knowledge of aerodromes,

81. T'¢ Senator Sampson—1 have no desire: to. sell
‘my property. X bad to admit to Colonel Brinsmead
that it was singularly free of fogs. If the land were
ploughed and harrowed in the summer time the soil
wonld not drift. I should not be prepared to re-pur-
chaxe the property at the price at which I sold it,

89, To Mr. Holloway—The acrodrome: could not be
extended on my property. It could be extended
northerly inte Mr: Cameron’s property,

The witness withdrew,

(Taken at Launceston.y
TUESDAY, 21sr TANUARY, 1030.

Present:
Mr. Lacey, Chairman;
Senator Sampson Mr. Gregor;
Mr: M. Cnmg)run Mr, Hoﬁowyny
Mr, Curtin: Mr. Long.

Eric John Tabart, Honorary Secrétary of the Aus-
tralian Aero Club, Tnsn{nniun ’Se‘;{ion, sworn and
examined.

83, To the Chairman~I am _aware of the proposal

to establish an aerodrome at Western Junction, I

was concerned in the negotiations, which lead to the

purchase of the site. The iden originally nrose in 1927,

from newapaper reports of the ero (,""'luli’s activities

on the mainland, and Captain Holyman put the pro-
positionto. me that we should form a branch. in

Tasmania, At that time T wag seeretary of the Tas-

manian Automobile Club, T put the proposition before

the members of my committec, but they would not handle
it, They i‘qformed me I conld do what I liked with
f]‘lc il L vened o meeting at. the

I?Wn. Hall in. August, 1927, and, as a:vesult, the Aero.

Club iu Tesmania was formed. The objects of the club

are to promote civil aviation, to crepte an air sense

among the people of Tasmania, and to train pupils.

We have 145 members, There are several classes of

membership. A ﬂyinﬁ member, one who s eligible

to be trained as a. pupil, pays am ontrance feo of £3 3a.
and a subscription of £3 3s. a year. Country members
pay am entranco fee of £2 2. and a. subseription .of
£2 23. We were recommended by the Civil Aviation
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Department. to raise £500, Wa obtained that moncy
withinltwo.or tlirce.months, W then approached the
dopartment, and: ropresehtatives:wére seit over to select
a.site. ‘We:picked a fow prospectivé sitesrand Oaptain
Zohnston. eventually solocted one. ‘We collected £500 ‘tor
place-6ur club: im tho. position- of being, able to cavry
.out:its: work in: a satisfactory manuer. We i d

machines, Tho machines have been ready for soine:
time, but wo'have not been able to take delivery, because
the agreement between tho club and the ‘Commonwealth
Governmnt wag cxéented only on the 7th October laet.
That agrecment provides for the hire of the nerodromsé
to the club and tﬁo provision of two de Havilland (60)

hines, including spare enginés. A subsidy is to be

.another site-on: the right hand- side of. tha Toad; just

before reaching Hogartl’s property. 1t was too small
and. the land was very undulating. We did not then
know' what dres would bo required. As-far-as I know
we- didmiot. view Von- Steiglitz's property. I had little
to-do with the.selection beonuso I an not & piactical
flying mian. Thatwas: left' to the fiying members: of
the comumittee. I have had no fiying éxperience what-
ever, I bavo been n vosident of Luunceston for some
time:and: have been:over Hogarth's property. I have
not studied ithe ‘clnss of soil there. T have ‘been on
the property only twice.and that was for thopurpoese
of looking nt the site for the buildings. The centro
of Hogartl's. property s about-8 miles from, the. Laun-
ceston. General Post Office. L regard that as a.con-
venieuq distance, but.an extra:distanes of- 4.miles- would
be a disadvantage. It would itate hiring . eax
af is.-a mile for the additional 8 miles.theré and back,
ox running oné’s own. car at say 7d.or 8d..a. mile. It
iwould be a considernble expensg ovor twelve inonths,
and X do-not think thot. the membors of theiclub would:
‘e inclined. to patronize: the nerodroma regularly if it
were more than 8 miles from' the city, I know the
sitnation of Von 'Steigliti’a propérty, but 1 have not
been on it. All other things being cqual, I should
prefer the site-that is nearer to Launceston. The club
n

paid by the: Commontwealth Government. to thé club.
I und nd that the machi ilable. in Mel-

-are
‘bourne, but they caunot. be used because there ara no:

facilitics:in Tasmania for teaching pupils to fly. The:
groater § go of the population of T ia, izin
tho north. Lannceston is. the centre of distribution to-
the south, north:west and the cust const. For thut
veason, -and because of its railway and yoad facilities
and: its geographical position L should' be the
terminal-air port.

85. T'o Mr. Curlin.—I have o topy-of the agreement
with the Defence Department, and I’ shall lodge it with
the commitien for- the information of its rnembers.
subsidy of £20 i§ to be paid to the club for each pupil
obtaining.an “ A ” licénce, and 10s. per hour for every
hour flowh by the: club’s machines up to 1,000 hours
per annum.. 1 understand that it is the standard agree-
ment made between the Commonwealth and all the sero
clibs. As it is the Government's policy to encourage
civil‘avintion it should nssist the Aero Ciub by giving it
flying facilities. Hobart residents who wish to fly will
hive to come to Launceston, About 10 per cent, of
our members would' be outside a radius of 25 miles of
Launceston. We consider that the membership will
grow when flying facilities are available. All country

hae no hines at present, ding to our
agresment the Government will provide us with two
Je, Havilland (60) aeroplancs. Thero.is no .aero-club
in Hobart, The. Launceston club is the only one in
Tasmanin. I am nequainted with Hobart, and T donot
think that . suitable acrodrome site could: be found.
within-a radius of 15 or 16 miles-'of that e do
not think that Hobart should be a-terminal air port,
Tl@ Govertiment’s policy- is' to-encourdge avintion, ind'
this' club ‘has done_éverything' witliin its power to

urnga-aviation: iin T\ ider that the
Governmient should' assist the club by providing facili-
ties for-flying. Our club is the only body in Tasmania
that has ever tried to assist civil aviation. T am ot

. aware that in large towns on the mainland' tlie local

authorities provide serodromes. Launceston appédrs
to be the only suitable place in I in for an

members would be obliged to pay their own expenses to
L If o man is an enthusiast'he will be gnite
willing to pny 'his own expenses; the same: as is done
on the: mainland. Most. of the Launceston flying
members: would use the aerodrome at the weck-ends;
and if they had to go an additional: ¢ miles to reach.
the aerodrome it would-be n.serious handicap to. them,
We are hoping that.the. club will be residontial so-that
country members may stay thore and undertake a con-
tinuous course of training. If an areodromie is estab-
lished I consider that the membership of the club-will-
be doubled within the first 12 months. Wo: have not
taken any new members for the lost fiftcen months.
We have nothing to offer them. We Lad to pass &
slpecial, resolution at the annual mecting, to the effect
that-no further subscriptions would be payable by exist-
ing ﬂying‘mem(ll!ers until the ciub was.in possession of its

acrodrome, Launceston should be the terminel port
for-any air-sérvice between Tnsmania and tlic main-
\and, It is the distributing centre for mail and
phssengér services.

84, To Mr. Curlin~—Launceston is the distributing.
céntre beeausé of its railway connexions and 'its
géographical position. )

85. To M7, Holloway.—~—Aun aerodrome at Launceston
would cater for all the Bying needs.of Tasmania.

86, To Mz, Cameron—J think that for the present,
at. any rate, .one acrodrome at Lauuceston ‘would: be'

ient for the i of T ja. It would
not be necessary for the time being to develop other
serodromes. The members of the Aero Club. would
have to confine-their activities to the Launceston. acro-
drome. 1-think that the expendi i it

nt an p hat rally has pre-
vented any inereaso in the membership. The club has
made no .zpplication to the local icipal authoriti

to supply s.u‘itnble_ landing grounds. I understand that.
on. the mainland there are some private Ianding
grounds; but I know of no municipalities that have:
established. Ianding grounds.

89; ZTo Mr. Gregory—The club has funds amount-
ing to £1,300. Under the sgreemens the Federal
Government is to supply the club with two Moth planes.
They will be hired. to us for the purpose of developing:
civil aviation. Our trainees.are encouraged to join up
with the Royal Australian Air Force reserve. The
training, that would be given by our club would certainly
be of value in the defence of Australie. Tt is essential
that every eiccuragement should be given for the

me
with thg nerodrome would be justified. becauserit would
eventually be used for mail' and pnssenger services,

87, T'u Senator Sampson.—The Tasmania -section
of he: Apstralion. Acre: Glub- was. formed in Augiat,
1997. Its' membership: is' well distributed over- the
island, although. naturally most of the membéra. are
Latinceston residents, ‘A number of thé: hers: are

of an nerial service between Tasmania
and ‘the mainland; ‘Tliere may b places other thau
Launceston that would have suitable landing grounds;
but they wonld: not be distribuiing, centres. Devouport
would not bé as suitable as is Launceston for the pur-
poses of an aerodrome, It is. proposed that the Aéro
Club shall control. the aerodrome, although private

Mpani d in col ial aviation would be

Hobart residents: Up to date no-actugl fying has been
done by~the club. We: havé o aerodronic: and' mo

allowed 6 usé the acrodrome and to erect their own
hangars on, it. The Aero Club has approved of the



lan of the elub-house and will be willing'to pay rental
or it. Tt is essential that there shiould be a club-house.
at the acrodroma because of the distance from. the city..
The Aero Club has given consideration to the proposed.
buildings at the acrodrome. We liave accopted the
final plan ss eatisfactory. We have no objections at all
to. the plan of tlie buildings. .

90. To Mr. Long—MNy. interest. in the, Aero.Club, ns
as_non-lying' member, 1s the ndyanggr_nent of eivil
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97, Z'o Mr. Hollowuy~'"The club-house is really pure
of the equipment of the aerodrome, For the purpose
of fustyuation to pupils, ¢the Commonwealth. will pay
to. the.club dyring the first year- of .the agreement 10s.
por flying hour'for the first 1,000 hours;, 7a.
flying hour in excess of 1,000 and up:to-2,000.hours;
and s, por flying hour in oxcess of 2,000 hours, The
total amount. payable to the«club- during-eithér year is.
not to exceed the sum of £1,200, Flying carriediont by

bers. and empl of the club.for instruction: and

aviation, I consider that the .cstal of an
aerial servico ‘botween Tasmania and the mainland
would be of great assistance to. the .State. It would
supplement the mail and passenger services, but. ire-
spective of that, the aerodroms-would be-justified: Air
lines haye been subsidized. on the mainland, I think
that within two yeara.of the establishment of an serinl

e

mail and passenger service it. will bo well

practise shall comprise all flights carried: ious. by
members. and employees of the elub on the: seroplanes:
pplied by the lth-or othér aeropl
owned- by the club, with. the-excepiion.of fights made
for revenue purposes. o e
98. T'o.Mr, Cameron—No person trainedsby the club
shall be d { ination unless. and ruutilt

Hogarth’s property is.suitable for nerodrome purposes.
Of course 1 speak, not 1 w pilot, but as a layman, The
club-hobse will contain two beJmo}ps and will be able
to accommodate six pupils, which is a large number
to have in training at one time. 1 consider that o club-
houso will be necessary at the The: aero-

P ¥

he shiall have completed a period of at letist- tén hours:

flying practice and.'have been in: soles.charge of on

neroplans for three hours: . e
99; To M. Holloway—We. mik fio provision  in

the: constitution of the club to ehcoiiragé studénts by

drome must have a certain amount of sgcial activity
connected with it to keop it alive, and without a club-
house we should have nothing, to keep the members
about thé place. A club-house will always be.a source
of interest to the members .
981, 7 the Chairman~The club has.not.given auny
i to. the purcl of pl out.of its
own funds. There is nothing to prevent us from. pur-
chasing our own. machiues. If a site more suitable
than Hogarth’s were available 4 miles distant I should
certainly prefer-it,

92. To Mr. Cameron—There is little fog ou
Hogartl's property because it ds-sitnated on top of a
rise. Rarely in Launceston do fogs hang about all
day. They last up.to 9.30 or 10-a.m., and sometimes:
to 11 am. or 12 noon. I know Hobart fairly well, and
I do not thivk that a,sviteble landing ground could be
vhtained within-a radius-of 15.or 16 miles:of that eity.
"Liiere may be areas in-the midlands, or at other country
pluces, suitable for landing grounds.

93. T'o the Chatrman—Hogarth’s site is approxi-
mately $ mile from the Western Junction railway,
Von Steiglitz’s property is approximately’ 13 miles from
the railway station at Evandale. At Westcrn Junction
station 148 trains ‘pass every week, and st Evandale
stat’on 70 trains every week. That include

g them. We'find that. it really costs: the cliih
to train: & pupil more than we detually Tedsive, even
intluding the bonus, The Beficténcy, will have' to be
made up-out of members subsctiptions, ‘We-have not
yet gone into the question of engagihg an instruetor,
It is possible that wo will contract ith an Aviation
firyi to earry out the instruction, S

Tlie witness withdrew, L

Charles: William Beresford Martin, Soliitor, Ligun:
ceston, sworn .and-exeniined, '

100, Lo the Chairman—T am a-member of the Aero
Club, Launceston. I have had. fiying.experience, “The
type of machine that will be used by the club is a
de Havilland (60}, otherwise called the Gipsy. Moth.
TFor- those machines the aerodrome would xneed. to have
on arca of about 90' acres.  Under the agreement
between the club and the Government two macbines
will be in nctual operation and. one in reserve, 'Of
course, the elub may purchase othor machines, I
should think that the aerodrome would be used.nt times
other than week-ends, because country. members who
come to I to use the hines will either Bve

and goods trains, If the gerodrome were ever estab-
lished as-a defence base, its. prozimity fo the railway
would ‘be an important factor. In addition there are
always a certain number of people who, beeause of not
owning cars, would have to travel by train to the.
aerodrome,

94, To Mr. Curlin—Sunday would probably be the
most busy day:; I donot khow how many trains pass
Western, Junction on Sundays.

95. To Mr. Holloway—Under tlic agreement the
Aero-Clib will receive'a bonus of £20 for ull pupils re-
ceiving an ' A * clnss certifieate. The Commonwealth
also will supply to the elub during a period of two years
two de Xavilland neroplanes and two sparc engines.

96, To Mr. Curlin—During the period’ of hire of
the club-house, the Aero Club will have the use, free
of cliarge, of the gerodrome at Launceston and of any
hangars or workshop accommodation provided thercon.
I do not think that the obligation on the part of the
Government -to construet a_club honse is contained in
the agreement; but that facility has been, given to other
clubs on the mainland. T refer to the Australian Aero
Club. in Vietoria, New South Wales and South Aus-
tralin. We are not concerned with clubs that may
bé subsidiary o the Ausiralian Aero Club.

on the site or at Launceston, and: use. the acrodrome
during the week-days. I.saw the proposed site. during'
the flood, but I have never inspected it sn the middle
of winter, The surface of the acrodrome needs Tlight
barrowing and then sowing down with grass, It would
be detrimental to plough the Jind deeply, bedause: that
would bring: the clay substance to the surface, I have
made a fairly rccent inspection of “Von Staiglitz’s
property. There is no doubt that that property warild
need less preparation than Hogarth’s, I have resided
in Luunceston for 41 years, It s seldom thatHogarth’s
property is .obscured by fog. When travelling along
that road I have frequently run into.a fog and emerged
from it about half a mile before renching the aero-
drome site. After passing the site, fog, is agnin
experienced. about 2 miles further on, just before rench-
ing Evandale: The Evandal hip will thenbe
seen-standing-out. above: the fog, The fog somietimes lies
ncross the railway before entering Evandale, and con-
tinues right to-the-Nile River. The fog swoeps up the
Tamar and the- White Hills. valley, andover the flats at
Evandale. It would-be impossible to use: i aeroplane
during the period of fog. JIt-is not n mist, but.a thick
blanket, I have never scen fog on the flat where
Hogarth'y property is situated. A machine miglit-leave
the mainland for Tasmanis, and-if the aerodiomerwere.
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undoy fog thero. wonld Vo nowhere fo Jand, The
machine:could .not go- back to Melbourne. Fog ia the
chicf thing that we have to wateh: here, Tt holds up
the shippingion:the Tamar.

101, Wo My, Qameron.—Hogarth’s property is ae
clear of fog. as any other part of nothern Tasmania:
L'kinow of two.persona who would purchase aeroplanes
if. an.aerodromg were established: &t Launceston, One
is @ business man oft Taunceston and the other is n
postoralist. There is a. fair number of war pilots in
Tasmanin. It will be essential, in arder fo foster

fecling that 13 miles is too far, and that 5 or 9 miles
would be euffirient, Even that would mean a fifteen or
20 minutes’ journey.

108, To the (hairman~I have rend Mr. Hill's
evidenco in respeet of the cost of preparing both sites.
The estimates seem to me to be inaccurate.  According
to Mr. ILill, the approximate cost of Hogarth’s pro-
perty wonld be £20,400, and of Von Steiglitz's property
16,250. By alteriug those figures to inelude the actual
cost of Hogarth's property ns purchased the estimate
for that property would he £19,120,  Added to the

aviation, - to blish- other aerodromes. in T

but wé must have.a starting point. Once we lave an
atfodrome with machines oporating; it ix quite possible
that the various, municipalities:may> provide temporary
landing grounds of sufficient-area to be-licensed by the
Aviation. Department; bus that will not be done until
we-have & -buse: I think that Launceston is the only
landing area.suitable for cither ial -or private
flylug.” Ilobart.is surrounded by hilly-country, but the
country -round Launceston is suitable for forced
{andings;, Burnie is situated on o ledge of flat country
ngnirist. the sea, -and there are hills and undulating
country at the:backeof it. Itdsmot.a centre of populn-
tion. Launceston is move centrally situated: and serves
the cast const, tho north-west, and the south. When
Hinkler was here twelve months ago- last May the
various municipalitics visited by him were. keenly
h d: in. the blis) of ieipal landmg
grounds, particularly so.on.the north-west coast.

102, T'o. My, Curtin—LHinkler landed on the Show
Ground at Launceston,

108, L'o: Mr. Cameron~There is no resson why
mail' and passenger service should not be established
between Launceston, Hobart, Burnie, Dovonport,
Scottsdale, and:other towns. It could be-run asa branch
of @ servicesfrom the-mainland to Tasmeuia..

104, T'o Senator Sampson,—Until the acrodrome is
cstablished there is.Jittle possibility of a.service between
Tasmanid and the mainland being started, unless
thierc is.a-tromendous: amount of capital behind the pro-
jeet, The: training that would be given at the aoro-
drome. at Eaunceston would be an advantage from o
dofonce point of view. Once a pilot has lind flying
training he never forgets it.

108, T'o Mr, Curtin—1It is vssential, whatever acro-
drome is. cstablished, to provide runways on it for
heavy traffic of heavy ial hi The.

¢ of £6,250 for Von Steiglitz’s property should
be an amount of £5,000 for compensation for severance
and over-building, On my fignres there wonld; there-
fore, be o differonce in cust of only £7,870, and not
£14,150 na shown in Mr, ILll’s estimates. T consider
that on Ilogarth’s .property special runways will not
be necessary for some considerable time, provided that
the surfuce is properly prepared and grassed. There
will be a0 heuvy traffic on the aervdiome for some. time,
Runways are necessary at all aerodromes subject to
beavy traffic, In view of that position, the estimate of
£10,000 for. proparing runways on Hogarth’s property
should be deleted, or clse a similar sum added to the
vatimate of Von Steiglitz's property. If Von Steiglitz’s
site is chosen. it will.cost £11,250, plus the.loss on the re-
sale of Hogaril’s property. That would amount to at
least £2,000.  Therefore, the cost of Von Steiglitz’s
property is £13,250 ns agninst £9,120 for Hogarth's
property. In both cases I am leaving.out the cost of
providing runways, becauso they would not be neces-
sary except for heavy traffic. I have accepted the
estimate of Mr. ILill for drainage, clearing, aud
preparation of grounds, If Von Steiglitz’s property
ware not-overbuilt a valuer would probably value it at
something under £20 an nere.  If the site were nequired
it would leave Von Steiglitz’s property hopelessly ovor-
built, and there would, therefore, need to be heavy com-
pensation for severance,

107, Z' alr. Curtin—To train a pupil for his “A ™
licence would cost under normal conditions between £50
and £60. The club’s regnlations and by-lawa have been
drawn up, but have not been passed by the full com-
mittee, nor have they been submitted to the Civil
Aviation Department for approval, I enn safely say
that it will cost each pupil:£25, and in addition he will
be agked to pay a deposit of £10 to be refunded upon

btaining his liecnee and the elub receiving the £20

preparation of the ground would be about. the
ssme: at  both Hogarth’s and Von Steiglitz’s
sited. Runways would ‘have to be constructed,
not matter: what the nature of the surface js
like, ' * Special runways must be' provided. to enable
heavy machines to land and toke off. 'The proximity
of ‘Von Steiglitz’s property to the Evaudale village
would be a disndvantage primarly from the point of
view of the-club, The prevailing' wind' is north-west,
and'would tome direct to the acrodrome from the Evan-
dale township, Wwhich is. about half' o mile from ‘the
boundary .of the site, If the engine stalls at. all it
willmost likely: take place at a height of 200 fect just
over.the Evandale township, and in that ense there
would ‘be a danger not only to. tlic pilot but to- the
residents- of that aren, I am familiar with the aero-
drome: at-Essendon.. Beforo long: that aerodrome will
be: surrotinded: by houses, and. will have to-be removed
to. another site. The village.of Evandale has remained
about the same-for- ahout 100 yenrs. The additional
distance of 4 miles ‘to Von ‘Steiglitz’s property is a
bigger faotor hero than it would .bo jn Meibourne .or
Sydney.. Ou the mainland 'people think nothing of
living’5 or 6 miles from fhe actual city, and travelling
tonaind fro every day; but any person in Lauuceston
would consider o' house even 2:miles from the post office
too far away from: the city. The extra distance repre-
seits a° certain expenditure each year. There is a.

bonus from the Federnl Government, In actual

practice the £10° deposit is taken out i fiying later on.

108. 7' Mr, Long.—If un enthusinst wishes to learn
to fy he must be able to pay £35, or arrange with his
parents or-some one clse fo finunce Lim. It is a ques.
tion of cost. Many motoring enthusiasts cannot afford
a motor car. It is not a question of class distinction.
Aviation is a form of training and recreation. It costs
a certain amount. of money, and the cheapest way of
getting instruction ia through the Aero Club, which is
supported by Government subsidy.  The club is regis-
teved as a company, and if' it alowed one person to
train without makiug the full payment it would have
to extond the privilege to others. The only way to
overcome that difficulty is t6 apply to the Government
for a special bonus to assist those who-cannot afford to
learn to-fly, There would be no ohjection on the part
of. the club to any intending member so long as he bears
. good: charaoter, no matter whether he be the humblest
individual or thé highest in the land. Altogether it
costs a trainee over £40-in costs and fecs.

109, T'o the Chairman~For light machines, special
runways could be dispensed. with cither on Hogarth’s
or Von Steiglitz’s property. I should imagine that if
Hogartl’s property were drained, graded, sown with
rye grass and rolled; it would carry a tractor in the
winter ‘time. Such a surface would be suitalle for use
by heavy machines for the next ten or fifteen years.
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For soma tuno to como the maximum aumber of heavy 112 To the Ohairman—Hogarth's site lends itsolf
commercial mechines taking off from the nerodromo to considgrable ‘oxtension; towards the: north-wést dn
would be ono per day. It Would be. less costly to pre-  tho dircction of thie-provailing wind. RSN
pare the surface by barrowing, rolling, and grassing, site. could’ be extended 300 or 400 yards:to. the north:
than it would be bﬂ gravelling it. That would be guite  west on to Coameron’s property W ich i practieally
sufticrent until:such time as heavy machines are in con-  tho same level as Hogarth’s properfy. Loam directly'
stant nge, and in that case & special rumway would bo  cofcerned: with/laid values i thig district and I.obtain
necessary. For the purposes B¢ tho Acro Club, no  valuations from compotent valucs: 1 know most' of
specinl Tunway is necessrry. the land in the locality. T -congider that iir the pur-
100, To  Mr. Greg ars;.—H ogartlis property is chase.oi¢Hpgt}rtln’s.propcrty Tinll coisideration Wasigives
suuated’ practieally on. top of a Plateay, snd is at s ‘°‘lc;§“p;.“s’i?°“(§"’ 5°""“"]‘;‘°t'l. & o servicewill-even:
imuch higher altitude than Von ‘Steiglit’s” property. TS @ omrbl"‘lzxm;mbné'— . ‘t‘]" bt "‘F’i‘f“’g W d“even-
"Phote i3 no donbt thet Von Steiglitz's property would tually °T' ablishe :e);veen ho mainland and s
be much more likely to be obscured by-fog: It would “:““““'b l“]"‘f‘ms"“"h}i‘?s ‘el')’l'""k“"]'.mq:{’o' R cg"s‘flc’;.bl"‘
be possible to have a_comynercial air servico between “:gﬁ’n i “tozrli“i::l‘{l,; ézﬁ Aal?%vm'e?cnf:: tf) (’.,’L’n::ld:;ﬁ
l‘qsmnfrlng rml:i the 1‘ l‘, wxﬂlm;‘t. i) ron by %vith, tho ohjcgct of forming a.company’ foran: air-.ser- any-plane used.on an air servico from Tasmania to the tieally an aerodrome for 640 wilve.. 1 have had to make
lltﬂl(}lg‘ {lm DMS{ and n{( ::‘lﬁ: 01:0; ¢ _»;w“mé{;\- %gﬁ u{g vico between Tasmania nnd the mainland. The-lind- raainland would. have to pnss the reg\nutiun test. 1 forced lnudings ou that country, mainly because of gales
‘]11‘67“";:“‘; ’ti::o :‘1:'0 ";rev“"lc“:: o ]fo °°“wo‘3i“1 Coke V€ ground wos the ohief diffculty, amd beeause of the . amphibians were used they, could utilize the. Western:  of wind nnd owing to.lnck of peirol CIf a service were
Tanding on the water P cactisally iix\pqxﬁhle' F chould lack of one tho proposal dropped. | Mr. Matthews (of i unetion. aerodrome. A flying boat would not be n.bln started bet\ve'en Tasmania and the mum.lnnd,\'vnh planes
think that drainage would be required o;l‘ any site, the Matthews Aviation Company) informed me that he to do- 'thac.- The: fogs \xouldt §nnl§c‘ the vs of Hying c{grryx\\.l; sc\cnlpassengers, o }{1’9\‘1(\{11 W lrecmvm\
Competent engineers have informed mo that water Wil was-awaiting the blish of o acrodiome before boats dnoge & o because the - {1e nsslx(siﬁgnc?»t e (?ml‘ms m‘((“w' e sehine
lie os com| urﬁ(ivel flat-land up-to 10 degrees of slope. starting an experimental service. It would e perfectly Tamar-séems to-hold: the fogs more than any other rivar l; wc‘m have evory \v]umor- of suecess. The machine
Von Steiglitz’s is }:1 more rngelly typesaf soil' thlz\x; safe to. fly from Tasmania to the mainland- with & that; T know, of, There.is no suitable site for a full- 2{103 d cn{:l'y(‘uot 1352 z'mn seven ;.mssnngm:s,'ﬂT!w mid-
Hogurth’sg but T think n csrluiu L wonnt of drainage 3-eugined'Amphibinn‘iollowing the eagtern route. Thé sized acrodrome at Devonport o Burnie. t‘}:‘l‘\ts '(‘;0‘1‘mt :h““cns "“‘f’i“i;f",}‘,“"‘ ‘:“.‘m"c'“l ﬁ““g',},’x'
would be ’“'-’5,955““5’ at either property. Hogarth's site %ourney Iwoulld‘uu}ke four l'miurs f'“ lhe most: It w"}“t} 119, To Mr. Curtin—Stanley cowld bo used as aw d'ifﬁm:]ty i thoo lncek ‘of fnr;-::l“ Ir:xllf(liizm:ir:os):. Thg
would be quite suitable for the taking-of ond landing e,lul ,F e;‘:c:hye %‘h2;;32?2-&:‘“:ris“‘“l’::;f:"f&::ﬁ;g’e; aerodforne. I flew from, Stanley becanso it was the country is very undulating and heavily timbered. On
nfﬂp}lnnels‘ io loggt\l"skﬂt‘lex :O‘I%‘ ‘“'ere ?\'ell lgd“;fsedut“\‘;e the Air Navigation Act ‘hicl proventavi: land: machine shortest youte., ltT would be a muc]; safer place to land  the Qantas' servico 640 miles can l)e‘ covered without
;ﬁ; tehc; lightohx[‘:th ;::chings. '].“'h%:-::‘s?v;;c{:;‘ e gocncne;-' from fiying: 50 suiles out to.sen. Tfa land maching at than. on, the Tamar itself. If n commercial air risk; bubin Tasmanin 200 miles could not be covered:
sity for runways for that type of machine. were used between Tasmanie and the mainland it would
g follow either the eastern or western. route. The longest

sérvice, were -established between Tasmania and the .without visk. A commercial sorvice could ensily be

‘mainland only. one.big acrodrome. would be required. Of established between Louuceston and THobart. The Long-
111, To Mr. Long—During my fyivg. experionce I stroteh of water on the western route ieexattly 50 miles,,

have had only two or three forced landings.. X consider and om the-castern route 30 miles:

course. emergency. landing grounds could be obtained.on. reach acrodrome is _practieally a mile from the post
the porthof Flinders Island. If it came to the worst an,  office, I.f the acrodrome had been twenty miles out
that Western Junction site wu.ult.l be o botter place for 115, To Mr. Gregory— “An aeroplane sould make acroplane conld land near the rocks, or at. the edge of the servieo would not have been nearly so suecessiul
forced landings than Von Stoiglitz’s property, because  forced: landing on King TIsland, and perhaps: on, somé

of the nature of the surrounding country. There wonld  of the smoller islands. T am mot familiar withi the:

Strait six-montha before. the introduction of the regula- other scrvices, would be successful, and’ perhaps a8
\ion prohibiting, Jand planes. from flying 50! miles. out suecessful se Qantas.  What would absolutely damn
to-sen. 1 should recommend the Flinders Island route tho service would be the proposal to charge passen-
for & ial and xail lane service botween gors £10 2 trip. People geuerally will not travel by
Tasmanie. and. the. majnland. I suggest that air at £10 a. head if they coaw cross the Straits by
triple-engined land, plaves, or flying \boats, should steamer for £2 10s., If the charge wore £4 or £4 4s.

be used capable of fying with one engine eut think that the publie would patronize the sorviee snd
out, I know the Bass. Stait, because I lived it would eventually berome a thorough suceess. Of
on- King Island for many yenrs, A flying Tioas. course, the serviee "would. need to be subsidized by the
would not:Jast long if. it were forced to jand on a.very Government, before those prices could be: charged.
a/rough sea. Of course, & fying boat contd lond ow Larger planes carrying from four to six pas-
the sheltered side of an island.. The greatest stretch of sengors are NOW being nsed on the Qantas  service.
water .on the: route sin Elinders Island is 34 miles, A single-engined machine can be safely used there
Tripl ined hines are. absolutely safe, no matter beeauso from Cloncurry to Lougreach, and from Tong-
whether tﬁey-‘hoi}ying boats or land machines. That has rench, to Charleville, there is ouly about 5 miles of

been. proved during the last twelve months, Naturally hilly conntry on whirh.a planeeawnat land. It ia prac-

the soh. Although the _plane would De smashed, the s it is te-day. There was trouble at Cloncurry beeause

oceupants_would, most likely land unhurt. Flinders the aerodrome 8 from four 1o five aniles. out, If the
be no difficulty in making a.foreed landing at Western  jslands. in the straits, but' I have had conversations with

Teland and ‘King-Island do-not hold fn;ﬁx,to any: extent. aerodrome at Launcestori is too far from the city,
Y ion. A machine taking off from: Von Sueighites. people who have e o, Tosmania.  Amphibians; if o done in doy-  people will prefor to-travel by boat. It is the last stral

1 strongly recommend that. tho fiying be . x : ra
property in the prevailing wind avd meeting’ trouble  forced' to land, would o0 blo.to.shelter in, tho ea-of light. I have been engoged extensively in commerci that breaks the camel’s back. I do not. think that it is'
hamedintely. would be right. over the Evandale town- the islands, % land ‘machine could make a forced land-

flying, When1 was with the Qantas Compuny We  HECREIATY to provide special runways for lheavy
ship. Even before reaching, the township. there 5o bad  ing epsily on Flinders Istand.
couutry consisting of erecks and hedges.  On the Ing enslly o1

used the earlier type machines such s Armstropg-Whit- machines. 1f the ground were welk grassed and rolled
worthe and de Havillands (4). The latter \ve:lghcd 45 there would be .littloi)diﬂicul!y experienced.  Runways
; i is ti The: withess withdrew. ewt. without & load Thoge machines carried two or  are very convenient, but they are most expensive items.
b?zt?v:g;‘e::tﬂgtggr?g 'é‘:&rz(:::t?b%icﬁ““‘?é’l‘:{ﬁt‘;’l threé passengers besides the pilot and the ordinary To. make the aevodrome available in all weathers. light
with gum trees. Hogart's site’ is);m in{*‘{“itely better luggage:. Oceasionally, we used to take three passen- gravelling of the serface might be neecssary.

oue from a training point of view. “If the merodrome

were lightly ploughed, olled, and well grassed the sur-

face would be suffieient, up to & certain point, for all Frederic George Huxloy, representative of the Shéll

gers and luggege. The werodrome at Chorleville wos: ~ 120. T Senator Sampson.~—The machine in which 1
300 yards by 800 yards. Yt was o clearing in the cvossed the Bass Strait weighs 35 ewt. The -4ail skid
purposes. For a .good many yoars heavy commeroial Company of "Australia, Ltd, sworn and expmined.

uachines will not be used continuomﬂ{, .and for 116. To the Chairman—~T sm a-member of the Aere
e

centre of practically Jicavily. timbered country, There of such a_machine would: to some extent tear up the
periodical use the grass surface would be suffieient Club and T have had fiying experience. My main fly-

was arunway in.any dircetion of 800 yards. 1 believe ground. So long 28 there is sufficient grass to hold the
that. the aerodrome has since been.enlarged. The aero: wheels that is all that is necessary. The greater the
cxeept under. very exceptional cirenmstances, Of ing espericnce hos heon in. Tasmania; and with. Qantas

conrse, excessive traffic would cut up the grass. Any  in Queensland on the mail aerial-service there, . .

drome ot Lopgreach ig not unlike: Western Junetion. distance that an intending' passenger has to trovel to
acrodrome, no matier what the. sotl is like, if. con- 117. To Mr. Holloway—T ‘have, flown:acrossithe Bads
tinuously used for heavy trafiie, would require-a speeial St

1t has the same kind of soil lthough it 'is more. sticky. reach tho nerodrome the lesy e will travel by air.
Tait, .
vunway, When Hinkler flew to. Tasmania nearly all 118, T'o {he Chairman.—I ayn aware of the proposal

1i is binck soil like the Darling Downs, They had three Every mile makes o difference. 1 found that out in

vunways put down with cinders and. rolled, The cin- connegion with the Qantns servics, The proximity of
dors were simply Jaid, and levelled off to. the edge. 1 Von Stei itz's property to the township of Evandale is
wag there when 7 inehes of rein. fell in two hours. 1 & most serious drawback. It isn hard and fast rule
the municipalities that he visitelt were willing to pro-  to esablish an, aerodrome near Taunceston. L inspected

vido landing, grounds: for light machines such as that Hogarth's property last week.and this‘morhing: Iam

ased by him. If an. acrodrome is established. nt Laun- quainted: with Von Steiglitz’s property. There:is no:

ceston, to a great extent it would. be regarded as the area near Lanceston. other than Hogartl's ;property
centre of operations for Pasmoania, Of course, bronch  that .could bo- used for an aerodrome for large
sonvices' could be established at Hobart, and -other machines. Togarth's property is the best sie
pleces; but for & considerable time Launceston, would in the Toeality: A pilot in & small mackine
fo the centre of flying activities. T do not know whether could casily mnke o forced landing neéar Taun-
\he municipalities are atill willing to. provide landing ceston. There are plenty of places at wliicl 'he-could
grounds.  Like the Acro Club, they might be fed up: Jand. I bave flown o good.deal,in TPasmania. Whiledn
with waiting. I do not think that the Government the air I had. to. pick out o lending ground, fly over
would be justified in purchasing, any other site but i, and: then come -down: on. it. When: T crossed Bnes
Hogarth's. In my opinion, it is eminently suitable  Strait I flew over King Island, then to: Stanley and
for all purposes. Von Steiglitz’s property is not &0 Launceston. On the return jourucy, I went from Stan-
suited for the many reasons that T lave enumerated. ley direst. to Melbourne, It took me two hours
The soill at Vop Steiglitz's place, being of 2 gravelly and a half to journey from Stanley to Glen-
nature, is probably a better ‘nbsorbent and might cost  huntly. I was 1 hour 45 minutes over the
less to drain, but Hogarth’s site offers greater advan-  water. That is & -record flight. Of courie
tages. This is primarily 4 fiying' proposition. T hod the wind: behind me. I flew noross DBnss.

brought. a de Havilland (4) from Cloncurry through in sviation that it is fata) to take off over a town or
that raip.ond the gerodrome was absolutely. flooded, and timber. for the reason that if the engine chokes or
landed gafely in-the centro. There was no yisk to the stalls. it will do so whew the machine hos reached 200
pussengé_x‘s. “The Longrench acrodrome was used in all.  feet or 300-feat, by wheb time it would be directly over
weathers. L am acquainted with Hogarth's property the township, Most aceidents oceur after taking, off
and I know the nature of the soil. If it were drained  when the machine has redched 200 fect, In a north-
and. well grassed I do not think that special runways westerly wind:the pilot. would, in: that case, be over the
would be necessary. TLevelling and lieavy rolling would township of Evandule, with the resnlt that he would'
be sufficient, The aerodrome at Tongreach conld not. probably be forced to land in: the South Esk. orin the
‘be grassed. At one time ain did. not fall for fifteen: Pownjtscif, Amothor alternative would bo to attempt to:
wouths.. There iwas not o blade of grass. to- De. seen,  return to.the.seradrome, but our.expericice is that it is
There. were ceracks in.the surface of the aerodrome, about £ur better tor go Into-a. brick ‘wall, 30 to speak, rather
3 inches wide, It is black soil which. in wet weather than eome do\\'lm.\\llld. That is fatal. On ‘Hugurth'q
sticks to your boots. Tt is absolntely {mpossible to fand  property a- machine could take off in any wind and if
there withoni a_runway. The cinders were between. the engine stalled the pilot could come down in-.any
3 inches and 4 inches deep in the-centre of the run- adjacgnt: paddock, At Charleville, after taking off,
way, The aeradyome could be used ’g)rnctical‘.y in gny Shovpﬂgz dare not tumn to go back ow the route. There
wind. A, nerial servico between. asmania and the is no life in the air and the engine has; to elimb over
mainiand,, pi'oi'ided it were run, on, the same basts. as-  mile after wile of timber. If the engine outs out for

g g
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balf a mmute the machine is gone. At Longreach
the position is quite different, If the engine cuts ont
the pilot simply lands in another paddock, The load
13 on on engine when it is half cold and climbing,
and therefore it is likely to stall after taking off at
about 200 feet.

121, To AUr: Lurlin—) consider that Wogarth’s pro-
perty, if well grassed and rolled, would, under ordinary
ciremmstances, carry any type of plane, It would cer-
tainly not' be: necessary to cover the surfuce with ¢
inches of gravel in order to provide a runway. I
Queensland, where the’ground was very clayey and not
grassed, only once in twelye months wus the runway
necessary. If the property is well drained and has
u gnod mat of grass, it should not require any gravelling
for runways. I have had experience of fogs in the
vicinity of the proposed site, I represent the Shell
Company, T used to leave Launceston of a morning
in the fog. When, travelling along the Evandale-rond
I would commence to run out of the fog somewhere
near Grubb’s property. As soon. as T left Evandale
I would' again run into fog and remain in. it sl tle
way down to the Nile: 1 have never seen a fog at
Hogarth's property. There may be a light fog there
now and again but nothing that would' interfere with
avintion, The visibility of the aerodrome from the
air would not be impaired through fog once in ten
years. Von Steiglitz’s property is: subject to fogs in
the winter time. I have seen fogs lasting all duy; and
when I luve been out along the road I have always
veckoned to get iuto sunshine near Hogarth’s. 1 have
always thought what o wonderful place it would be for
an  perodrome, althongh T think the site is too
far out from the cify. [ selected Stanley ns
o starting point becauso it was the closest place to the
mainland, I had & single-engined machine and the
quicker T erossed the Bass Strait the sooner I would'
be plensed. The question of expense had also to be
considered. I would select Hogarth's site nenr Launces-
ton us an aviation base to serve Tasmanin. Stanley
is 143 miles from Launceston and is served by railway,
but, of course, it is not a centre of population like
Launceston is, -

122. T'o Mr. Holloway—Stanley is over 300 miles
by railway from Hobart.

123. Lo Mr. Curtin—Stanley is the shortest direet
route to the mainland. I had @ light machine which
would only earry a certain amount of petrol, and had
no option but to take a. dircet route, Iiukler eame
direet to Lounceston. I have interests in King, Island
and the north-west coast. I have no interest in the east
of T in, but I would d the eastern route.
‘The biggest enemy of the flier is. the weather. The:
wenther i3 not so bad on_the castern side and the
stretches of water are less, I was interested at one time
wn Airways Limited. That company was never actuslly
formed, but ten years ago it proposed to establish n
service with big machines, and surveyed the eastern
voute for that purpose. Owing to wenther conditions
the eastern route was found fo be preferable to the
western voute. .

124, To Mr. Gregory—The cstablishment of an
aerodrome for the encourngement of civil aviation
would be of great value in the defence of Australia.
The nim of the Acro Club is to train pilots in Aus-
tralia and for Australin. I wa$ trained in Englaud.
1t costs a great deal of money to.train an efficient pilot.
Onee a pilot always a pilot, and any men that we train
can readily be used for defenee purposes. For: that
reason alone there should be an aeriul base in Tas-
mania. It would not cost much to prepare runwnys
on Ilognrth’s property and the ground can be hardened
evon for heavy traffic in wet weather. The soil is not
nenrly so clayey ns that at Longreach, where only onee
in twelve monthis is it necessary to use the rinway. A

distance of 350 yards would' be quite suffitiont for 4
runway, In.Queensland big planes-used to take off from
an aren of tliat slze, The tail skids of n moth plane
would hardly mark the ground. Thetail of a moth:
plane. ean be lifted: with- two fiugors, but it téok four
motr to lift the tail of the machine that I haed here,
The populntion of Evandalo is about 600, There was
trouble " in' Now South Wales owing to the close
proximity of the acrodrome to tho contre of ‘population;
but a lot of that could have been avoided had ‘wiord
earg been exorcised. Fool flying will fake plaio any-
wheve. It is against tho regulations to fly over-cities
excopt at certain heights. The stipulated height is 4,000
feet in South Australia, and in London I think it is
7,000-feet. The height depends on thy size of the-city.
Hinkler had pormission to come to Tasmanie other-
wise: lie could not have flows ‘seross, There s a pos-
sibility of danger owing to the proximity of Evandale
to. Vo Steiglitz’s property, but that would not worry
me much. Some pilots run into danger. At places
where there are very few obstacles I have:scon machines
craghing in the gardens and on house tops, and' a lot
of people havo been hurt in consequence, whereas. af
other acrodromes .close to populous towns no tronbla
at all has been experienced. .

125. T'o Mr, Long.—I have never flown at Mascot.
The planes used on any service between Tasmania and
the mainland would' weigh about 2} tons. 'The “ail
ekid would be fairly heavy and would éut into ‘the
ground: if it were-soft, Some tail skids have n entting
angle designed:to stop the progress of the aeroplune once
it reachtes the ground. A tail skid would disturh gravel
more than it would n- grass trnck, In Queensland we
found' that the de Havilland (4) with n_steel cuitting
skid simply ripped tho cinders.to pieces. T am.strongly
in_favour of encouraging civil aviation. Flying 13
still more or less in its infancy; but it must.come.
Unless it.is encouraged by the Governmesit the develop-
ment of avintion will be considerably vetarded, Even
now Australin is years and years ‘behind the times,
Quite a nnmber of ex-pilots. and' future pilots have
assured methat a5 soon as the acrodroine iy established
they will buy their own machines and start flying.
Thicy would be charged a fee for the use of thé aero-
drome. The grenter the number of people that own
acroplunes the sooner will aviation develop. An air
mail and passenger service woull develop to a con-
siderable degree if subsidized by the ‘Government. 1
it s not subsidized the serviee will mever carry om
Tlhiere is some tatk of the Matthews Aviation Commiy
starting an: experimental service and charging £10 per
passenger, 1 contend that people will not pay £10
merely to travel by air. The fare should be £4 105, at
the most with the possibility of an curly reduction;
but this-ean only be done by the service being subsidized..
The nerodrome near Launceston should e the bise for
Tasmaniau aviation. My interests are not it Launees-
ton, but I have to consider this proposal from. a Tis-
manian point of view, I lave been in ‘toneh with'
the munieipal couneils of Kmu Bay, Table Cape and
Mersey us to the advisability of providing sites for land-
ing grounds, and they have all agreed to provide them.
The Burnic Council has no site, but it iy quite pro-
pared to do what it can-for aviation. .

126, To Mr. Holloway—Point Cook is purcly a
military establishment and s vacd for training: pilots.
The Aero Club will carry out the truiving: iy Lavinees-
ton, and’ there is no reason wly the trnining shoi'yl
uot be extended to Tobart. By waking use of eumen-
geney landing gronnds passengers and mnils eonld bo
cirried within Tusmania. For instance, at Brightoi,
about fourteen wiles from lobart, there is an area
which needs no_preparation ns n landing ground, with
the excéption of the removal of & few gum trees. The
difference betweon an actodrome and. n landing place
is that an eerodrome is. equipped with hangars atid
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workshops and in bad: weather tho machines can be
houged.  'When a machine is at an emergency land-
ing.ground and: bad weathor comes: up the only thing
to.do’ is to roturn to-the acrodroma for shelter. When
I flew.to Hobart L tied my machine up for tho night,
but o galo of wind sprang up and blew it to: pieces,.
Iad thero beon an acrodrome in Tasmania I would
have started. the machine and returned to the:acrodrome
in order to house it in the lhangar. Had it not. been
for that occurrence I would be flying to-dny. DPrac-
tieally, any’ machines conld land p gers and mails
at Brighton and return to the base.  Civil aviation
could éasily e carried on with one contral base, With
the Liage at' L iiistructors hed to the Acro
Chib could fly to Brighton to train pilots, and if the
weather bécame bad could. immedintely return to the
base,  Thore must be a base for shelter nnd repairs,
just.as 2 subinaring must. have a mother ship,

127, Lo Mr. Curtin—~One man who s running o pas-
genger-servicorto Burnie is very keen on aviation, 1fe
is practically prepared to soll' out his business to got
thie. money to. fearn to fly. That should not be neces.
smrﬁ bedause ho.is keen enough to-make as good 2 pilot
s Hinkl

er. )

128, To Mr. Holloway.—I am satisfied that, with
thio establishment of o central aerodrome, there
will be-sufficient: Janding grounds throughout Tasmania
to make-oivil aviation a success.

120: T'o Mr. Cameron.—I am satisfled that Launces-
tow is the-proper place at: which to have the central
aerodrome: for Tasmania, It should be the Tasmanian

inal for an. o¥ 7 and mail service,
Modern: pragtice is to'fit the larger type of planes with
wheel instead of tail skids, Thercfore the likelihood
of runways. being' torn up when the planes land will
not be nearly so groat in the future as it has been in
the past:  All, or nearly all, the latest planes are being
fitted: withi-whieels instead of foil skids,

130. o Mr. Gregory—~There would be no need to

&

. light' the acrodronie at night for civil aviation, not

unless'there is night flying: Lrainees are yot allowed to
iy beyond 'n_5-miles radius of the acrodvome. When
I learnt to fly I was not allowed to go leyond gliding
distance of. the acrodrome. Itisonly a shqrt. ran from
Victoria: to- Tasmania, and therefore there is: no need
for night flying. )

131, To Mx, Holloway.—L have ofter landed: ot night
with the assistance of emergency flares. The flares arc
placed:in lino: down-wind and another at the sido, and
the-pilot lands inshetween.

Phé witness withdrew,

William Frank Stewart, Agent, Launceston, sworn
nnd examined. .

132. To the Chairman—I have had a little flying.
experionee, and have abtained my wings. I am amem-
her of the Aero Olub, I am nware of the proposal to
blish arit drotite ab Li T have no recent
knowledge of aerodromes in other States or nbroad,
During the war, of course, I hadsomo little knowledge,
because I went through the training in England, but
since then, beyond being to Essendon, I have had no
expericnee at all. L know fairly well the type of
machine that; will bo nsed by. the Aero. Club. I do not
know its weight. I have been over the aerodrome site.
If it wero drained, levelled, rolled, and well grassed it
would'be guite suitable for'light planes as proposed to be
nsed 'by’ the Aéro Clab. I uuderstuu‘d that "there is &
proposal for an air service between Tasmanin and the
mainland, under consideration. Captain Matthews. has
already purchased s machine which ho intends: to put
ou this run. If he carrics passengers and mails it is
cesentind that he should have landing places as close.

us possible to Melbourne and Launceston. T do. not

think that Hogarth's property shonld néed: any specin}

runways for heavy planes. For the needs of the Aero

Club. it would be sufficient to grade 50 ar 60 ncres and

to leave the remaindor to be developed as required. I

kuow Von Steiglit<'s property. It is a good. Jevel picce

of ground, and would make a- suitable. acrodrome site.

There is some timber on the western side. The surface
of Von Steiglitz's might be a little drier than that of
ITogarth’s property. The nerodrome should be as elase
as possible to L L Every ience should

Ge given to the members of the Aero Club and others
who wish to fly. There is a landing place at. Brighton,
near Hobart, but 1 do not know it very well. { do
nt know of auy site near Tlobart that could be used for
trainiug purposes. We must have a central aerodrome,
and T think that any aeroplanes engaged in the mail
and passenger serviee would make use of an serodrome
near Launeeston. We eertainly want additional mail
facilities, Even for the use of the Aero Club and the
training of pilots it is essentinl to provide an acrudrome
near Launceston.  Launceston is the centre of dis-
tribution to the north-west const, tlie east coast, and the
south. It would not be economical to: provide an
aviation base at any place other than Launceston, 1
have lived in Launceston all my life. T have travelled
aH over Tasmania during the last nine or ten years, and.
I have had experience of fogs. Fogs are less frequent
on IHogarth’s property than on' Von Steiglitz’s pro-
perty. Generally, the fog hangs in Launceston and'
beyond Evandale. Von Steiglitz’s property is more flat
than Ilogarth’s, and the: river is alongside; therefore
it is more subjeet to-foge.

To Mr. Cameron.—~The cstablishment of this
acrodrome would be a big factor in the success of an
air, mail, and passenger service between Tasmanin and
the mainland. The municipalities ave quite anxious to
nssist civil aviation in Tasmania, and many of them
would' be propared to provide landing grounds.  The
people of Tasmania generally are keenly interested in
aviation.

(Taken at Luunceston.)
WEDNESDAY, 2250 JANUARY, 1930.
Prosent;

Mr, Lacey, Chairman;

Senator Sampson | Mr. Gregory
Mr. M. Cameron Mr. ollowny
Mr. Curtin Mr. Tong.
William Robinson, representing the Launceston. Fifty-
thousand League, swornt and' examined.

134, Po the Chairman—1 am aware.of the proposal
to blish an at. L Our leagne
has given no consideration to this subject. We were
under the impression that the committee was inquiring
into the suitability or the site and not the possibility
of the establishment of un air service,  We held a
meeting lust night, but. we have not had time to prepare
a written statement, I .am here to. give any .informa-
tion withan my knowled peeting the possibility of
establishing an aerial service between Tasmania and
the mainland.  The position of the site wonld be a
matter for expert. opinion.  Its proximity to Laun-
ceston, the biggest centro of the railway and rondway
systems of the State, presents thoe best possibility of
using the scrodrome. commercially, For the informa-
tion of the committee, I have obtained a wpap of Tus-
manin. und drawn approximately the position of the
uaerodrome within, the 10-nile radins. That covers a
greater producing aren, a. greater population, aud «
greater proportion of rail and road systems than any




other part of the State. There is no uore suitable
position for tn nerodrome in tho State. I loave
that map for the committee. I also hand in a
hooklet prepared by the Launceston Fifty-thousand
League, pointing out the advantages of Laun<
coston 08 a ecity and its commercinl activities,
We aro hoping for the early establishment  of
an aerial service between Tasmania and the main-
land. We idor that the € lth Govern-
ment should’ give more consideration to Tasmania.
When (‘nptnin Matthews was here twelve months ago
juvestignting the cstablishment of an nair service to
"Fasmanin,. the league informed him: that it would do
all' in its power to assist him.  We have heard nothing
further from Captain Matthews on the subjeet. Qur
onergies for' the lust twelve months have been mainly
concentrated: on the shipping serviee. We were under,
the impression that when Captain Matthews completed:
his arrangements an aerial service would be established
to Tnsmania. No other proposition has been brought
bhefore the league. The nerodrome would be used. solely
for civil aviation and the training of pilots. T think
that an nerial service from Tasmania to the mainland
would pay, and would not seriously interfere with the
passenger trafiic on the steamers, The saving in the
time of a journey by air would outweigh the flying
visks. Mails arve heiug earried on acrial routes on the
mainland, ond it is quite possible, in view of the
development taking place in: aviation, that large quan-
\ities of mail will' be earried by air in the future, Time,
to the business man, is money, and given the oppor-

tunity, many business men would avail themselves of

an aerial service, especially if it touched: at Flinders
Istand and King Island, Both places are isolated, and
the steamers that ply there very often cannot call be-
wanse of bad wenther. Dlanes could land on both
islands.  Flinders Island would be particularly
adapted to seaplanes, I have been a native of Laun-
woston for 30 years, so I know the district fairly well.
I am nequainted with Hogarth’s property, but not. with
Vou Steiglitz’s. I know the nature of the surrounding
country, also the nature of the soil. Togarth's pro-
perty, in the winter time, would searcely become boggy,
hecause it is situated on the top of a hill. It could
be ensly drained, and I think the ground would set
hard if ploughed, rolled, and grassed.  Fogs are
prevalent in the valley of the Tamar; but. they rarely

hang about Hognartl’s property. From 75 per cent, to:

90 per cent. of the fogs.ave not more than, about 20-feet
from the ground. I live at Troveliyn, and I ean stand’
in the sun and just see the chimneys and smoke-stacks
«of Launceston standing above the fog. Fogs hang
about until ahout 11 aan. Iogarth's property is par-
tienlarly free of fogs.

133, To Mr. Long.—The Commonwealth Govern-
went would be justified in establishiug this aerodrome.
It cannot spend too much money in assisting the
development of Tasmunia, The cstablishment of mn
aiv serviee would lead to the quicker despatch and

arrival of mails, and that would henefit the community
generally.,  Business men would derive u distinet
advantage from the establishment of an: aerial service.
There is usually a surcharge on the mails earried by
air. and as the air mail on the mainland is largely
availed of, it must be of considernble benefit to business
people. s it hus been necessary to inaugurate an
aorsnl serviee on the mainland where there is no isola-
Lion of the States, it is much move essential that an
wir service to Tasmania should be established.  The
aerudvome at Launceston should be the Tasmanian air
centre,  Lf the acrodronie were established, it.would be
distinetly to the advantage of the munieipal and shire
counedls to estublish landing places, and I believe that
tliey would do that. :
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136, To Mr, Cameron—In respect-of our trade, we
import from Melbourne and export to Sydiey. With
the establishment of an aerial mail service there would
be.greator activity between the- business people of Vie-
toriz_and Tosmania.
people go to ‘Melbourne before coming to Tasmanid, and
therefore our business activities are mord. with Mel
bourne than. with Sydney.

187, To Senator Sampson—Our mail service is not
satisfactory, particularly in the winter time. I do not
think that an, aerial ‘service would have a detrimental
effect upon the steamer service, As-a rule. & business
man makes o trip at short notice, andiin the. summnier
time they have to .put uJ with- shake-downs on. the
stenmers, We get fivo maS deliyeries & week from the
mainland

138, To Mr. Gregory—There would be about 20
hours between the time of placing mails on. the boat: in
Melbourne and the. time of delivery at Launceston,

139, To Senalor Sampson—In Launceston we can
reply to mails the-duy after delivery, but that is not so
clsewhero in Tasmanin. The mail arrives in Hobart
on the evening of the day of arrival at Launceston,

140, To Mr. Curlin—As far gs Lounceston is con-
cerned, we wonld be satisfied if we had a daily mail, the
boats arriving with the same regularity as they have
been in the last three-months, In that case an.aeroplane
service would be no imp , except in the i
of mails between Launceston and Melbourne. An
scerinl mail servico between Tasmenia and the main-
land. would be: a.public utility. There are acrial high-
ways on the mainland, and if they are profitable surely
an. nerinl servico to this State, which is so isolated,
would be profitable also. Rather than an gerial mail
servico I would prefer an improved steamer gervice with
bettor clnss of steamers, providing & daily and regular
mail service. That would considerably improve the
tourist traffc to Tasmanin. An improved shipping:
serviee would,be more ad 5 to the i
as o whole. “We could ouly regard. an. aerial service as,
beiug supplementary to the presqnt steamer sorvice,

141. To the Chairman—The volume of passenger
traffic through the Tamar to Launceston is greater then
that to all the other ports in Tasmania put together,
20 that Launceston is the most central position for an
acrin] base to serve the whole of Tasmania, The aerial
service could be used to break down the. isolation at
Flinders Island and King Tsland. The plancs: could
come 10 Tasmania by one route end return to Victorin
by the other.

142, To. Mr. Curlin— suggest that the service from
Melbourne should be via King Island apd from Taun-
ceston vin Flinders Island. Tho Flinders. Island route
would be preferable beeause the spans between the land'
1]\_1'; n‘;n so great as they are on the. route via King

sland. :

143. To Mr. Holloway.—Eventually an perial ser-
viee will bo necessary to both King and: Flinders
Islands. The population is not very grest on either
of the jslands, but there is. no doubt that the people
ave isolated.

144, To Mr, Curtin—Tt is not always the Wind thaf.
prevents the steamers from ealling at Flinders Island.
It is the heavy sea rollingin from the Pacifie.

145. To Mr. Long—King Island is served by the
Marrewah, which plics between Melhourne and. the. west
const of Thsmanin, Frequently passengers are over-
enrried on account of bad weather.

146. Z'o- Mr, followay—In bad wenther the route
\I'inll Kling Island wonld be worse.than that via Flinders:
gland,

The witness withdrew.

Most of the Sydncy business.

Andrew Raeburn, President, Chamber of C
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sworn and examined,

ts 1o expedi ion, The blish t of
acriul branches within Tasmanin is of minor importance
1 with the blisl 1

147, To the Chéirman.—I am aware of the proposal
tor establish- an -aerodrome at Western Junction, noar
Lauticeston. The Chamber of Commerce had not con-
sidered this proposal very seriously until just recently.
There-is:no need for me to traverse any of the ground

that has béen covered by previous witnesses regarding:

the cost of the- site and. its suitability as a landing
place. I wish to impress upon the committee the fact
that' Tasmanin “is very isolated, particularly in time
of strikes. Our only contact with the mainland is
by tho shipping service, and even that is sometimes
disturbed. The Chamber of Commerce would be
ploased if an additional ication were established
%0 that: Tasmania would not entirely bo cut off from
the.mainland during o strike. On the assumption that
Launceston will always oecupy its position as a distri-
buting centre both for passengers and mails, the

Chamber of Commerce looks favorably upou the pro-

posal to- establish an acrodrome at Western Junetion,

The meinbers of the excentive are impressed with the

possibilities of the site becauso of the facilities for

distributing, both by rail and roadway. Even suppos-

ing there was a terminal aerodrome elsewhere surely tho

neads of the northern part of Tasmanin should be
it 1

of a y
service with the mainland. One thing leads to another,
and people have to become educated to the new means'
of transport, particularly us they are isolated from the

inland,  Air ication is quite to
the people on the mainland, but it is new to us, I
have made an inspection of Ilogarth’s property,. and
I cousider it u good distributing centre. Hverything
clse boing equal, I would not consider an edditional
distance of 4 miles any considerable disadvantage.

149, To Senator Sampson.—An nerial mail as a
supplementary service to the shipping service: would be
of great value to the community.

150, T'o Mr, Gregory.~launceston has, during the
%st fow years, been muking very steady progress,
New industries have been cstablished. We trade. a
fuir amount with New South Wales and South Aus-
tralin, but the great. bulk of our trade and commwunien-
tion is with Viclorin, Even if Launceston is not made
the terminal aiv port, there must be an acrodrome at
that town. Sometimes we have been a week without
receiving a mail, and_beeause of our isolation we con-
sider that we are entitlod to n supplementary service.
It is“nl:solu!ely essentinl that an aerodrome should be

blished at

eatered for by the } of an at
Launceston. Lt would not be cconomical to carry mails
and paséengers from Melbourne straight to Ilobart and
then bring them back to Luunceston. There is a cor-
tain amount of risk in every new project. If there is
to. be -an aerial service there must be an acrodrome.
Ts not that n.sine qua non? Tasmanid is part of the

151, To Mr. Cameron~The Nairana is the best
pussenger vessel travelling between Launceston and the
nainland. Wo really waut u slightly larger boat
beeause the-trade has grown, The Naivana'is certainly
better than the Loongana. There would be no objection
([m our part to having a bigger vessel trading between'

uland,

Commonwealth; and the Federal G is already
subsidizing, the_mail service, Is it hot right that it
should also subsidize an aerinl servi I have no doubt

1
that an: acrial service would: bo utilized by commercial

wen, particularly when travelling on urgent business,

and in-cnses of emergency, At Christmas time we get
a maila day by water and at that period an acrial
servico would not be of muel advantage, but in the
winter:timo the mail service is curtailed to three days
a week, The people of Tasmanin have had ne
cxperience-of flying and we must. cultivate in them an
air sense.  We could: not expeet an_ aerial servico to
flourish at once. It would have to be developed, and
branches: could. be established to the north-west and
north-cast consts and also- to the midlands, An serial
service to Tasmnin would give o specinl mail service
like: that: on the east-west route, Surely Tasmania
should be put in the same position as that of the
other States. Any air service would be simply sup-
plementary, Flying would take place in the daylight,
and an areoplane could leave Melbourne at 9 am.,
arrive here at noon, and return in the afternoon. A
buisiness man in Lounceston could go to Melbourne,
eirry oub his business, and' return the same day. 1
should say that tho. serodrome should be as close ns
possible: to the city. It would be economical to estub-
lish itat a-distance of 9 miles from Launeceston; one
advantage being that the land there- would be cheaper
than. that closer to tho city: The distance of 9 miles
from: the city would not be any great' disadvantage to
an nerial service.

148, o Mr, Lang.—Launceston, because of’ its con-
tral' position should bg the base of an acrial serviee
to "Tasmania. The Federal Government would be
justified in establishing, this-acrodrome, mainly beeaiise
of the isolated position of Tasmania. The Common-
wealth has promised that we shonld have additional

communiéation with the aainland, and I certainly’

think that it should bo given to us. Au improved
stenmer servico would certainly be w big advantage
to us, but it would not get over the diffieulty of isola-
tion i@ time of disturbanee and upheaval. Our dosire

and the
The witness withdrew,

(hurles Maufred Colling, Council Clexk, Evandale
Municipality, sworn and examined.

159. To the Chairman.—I am aware of the proposal
(0 establish an serodrome near Launceston. I have
been deputed to mgke rep ions to the i
on behalf of the Municipality of Evandale. T submit
the following statement :—

1. We believe that the lond at Andora would lend itself
wueh-more favorably than at Western Junetion, beeause of its
gravelly and porous naturoe.

2, When Captain Anderson was here searching for Stutt,
the former made the remark that Andore. would make an
admirable aerodrome.

3. The cost of the land st Andorn would be in all probabilly
50 per cent. cheaper than st Western Junction,

4. Ploughing, can he carried out on Andora all the year

round.

5. Uravel is ohtainable right on the spot at Andorn, wherens
it is only obtainable at considerable distance at Western
Junction.

O 1t js understood that, from a dying point of view, the
prevailing winds at Andora are much more favorable for
taking off and landing than at Western Junetion.,

7. Eleetric power and light are: right on the spot at
Andora, at Western Junction it would not be available within
nearly three miles.

3. Andora has o railway running right through the property,
and w siding could be installed at very little cost, if at
auy time a pessenger and mall service were deeided upon.

§. There is an abundant water supply within  close
proximity at Andora.

10. The land at Western Junetion, espeeinlly in the winter
month, is very heavy and much like glue.

11, The drainage at Andora would be a simple watter,
wherens at Western Junction it would probably involve con
siderable, expense owing to the situntion of the ground..

12. In spite of ovidence alrendy given, fogs prevail at
Western Junction—even this morning at 4,30 am. there was
» sen of Tamar fog at Western Junction and nove at D
at Andora.
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13. With regard 10. the danger alleged, from taking off or
landing &t Awlora, thero- Is little, ,ilgnvy, d!trem;v'éh:s In- the
feval of ithd two places. Evandalo is about 10 feet higher
than Andora.

sonal i of tl m, n
respect of bath properties. There is plenty of .gravol
at Andora, but none on Iogarth's property. Wo. haye
ug felinble data: in- respeet of. fogs, but. I speak from
personal experience and the .cxperienco of sevoral
religble persons, There is little or no differnce between
the two properties in regpect of fogs, I have, when
driving ‘into Launceston from. Evandale, often. run into
a fog, and after travelling a mile or two, have Tun qut
of it T valu tho property at Andora at about £10
an acre, and Mr. Hogarth's property at £20' an nore..
Hogarth's property will' grow anything; but the land
st Andora is it only: for the growing of Algerinn oats.
Thae is due to the lightuess of the soil. The soil at
Ilogarth’s property would hold the moisture in the
winter time. It has been mentioned by previous wit-
nesses ‘that fogs do not oeeur at. Western Junction to.
any extent, while fogs ave prevalent ut, Andora. My
evidence is to the contrary. We are given to under-
stand on relinble authority that-the prevailing winds at
Andora would be most advantugeous for flying, Whereas
at. Western Junétion the. positioii is the Teverse. The
Andorg land:is very open and the winds would'be help-
ful from any quarter. Hogartl’s property. is not so
suitable on.account of the surrounding hills-and.valleys,
The-distance from Von Steiglitzs property to. the post
office-at Evandale is approximately n:mile, The: popu-
Intion of the Evandale township is 750, I read-an
sceount-in the press that, the proximity of. the Evandale
township to Von Steiglitz's property would make the
site dangerous for flymng, but Captain Huxley is re-
ported to have stated that the winds: are very favorable
for taking off from and landing on Vou Steiglita’s pro-
perty. The church steeple would be about a mile from
the post office at Evandale. Captain Anderson, when
searching for Stutt, made the remark that Andors
would make an.idenl nerodrome: 'There would not be
much difference between the height above sea level of

both properties.

153. T'o- Mr. Long.—My muuicipal-council is of the
opinion thut Andora is 5o suitable for an aerodrome and-
could be purchased so chéaply comparéd with Hogarth's-
property that the loss involved: in selling Hogarth’s
property and purchasing Von Steiglitz's property would
be well worth while. We -ask that this proposal be
given fi ble consideration by the: i The-
cost of equipping an acrodrome would be considerably
less at Andora than at Western Junction, Von. Steig-
litz’s property is practically all gravel. Wo make con-
siderablo use of that gravel for our roads, and it has
always been held that the ghavel from Andora is as.
good ae, if not bettet than, that in any other munici-
pality.  Evandale claims to have ronds as good as
those elsewhere in Tusmunia. I cousider that the gd-
vantages to be derived from the Andora. property: justi-
fies its purchuse and the sale of Iogarth’s property.
‘The Andora tand-hns a good lolding surface and plovigh-
ing can be earried out all the year round. The land: is
of a porous nature and the gravel is r bly deep.

That staioment was prepared in the light of the. pex-:
the bors of il i

of an acrinl dorvice hetween Tastiania and-thy iaid-
land would' expedite communieation and: strikes would

not. affect us to the extént that they:do.now, . f
154, .To. Mr, Cameron.—None-of the municipalities
of Tasmania keeps & record. of .capitalyalues of Jand;
They 'keep. & record. of anufial. values ‘which;-are based
on 4 por copt. of the capital, value as, fix he
Government, AllL our yaluations are very old' and pro<
bx)ﬂy fairly Jow, . 0y werg. ro-adsesséd. to-dey- pro:
hhhly.mnn):. of them.would:be inofeased,. Lam sposking
now of agricitltural Jand. " I Kave g pretty: gaod. idea of
wﬁam,ba,p_rqpur' are. worth. The viuerof Hégnrm’e
property; svould -ho doublo. that of Von.Stoiglite/s: pro-
perty, I baye lived. in the loqslity -practically. all; of
my life, mid I happen: o, be. a_buyer, of, hiys.. Mr
Hogarth, seldom grows oats, Hia. laxd js.of 8. heuvy
chglrno.t_e: and grows-wheat-and barley; whoreas: Voh
Steiglitz’s lind grows only Algerian. oats; I should
soy' that £12, an”gere. woild be: nifair price for the
Andors propeity, and aip. to £24 -an acro for Mr:
Hogorth's property., "That would b without. building
Only: the other day. Mr. Ilogarth

improvemenis, ]
bought .a: .property opposite his _provions place, and
not nearly so:good, dor. £2Y-anracre. 11t ig gerierally.

kiiowledged thav the pr fequi y the Com-
monwealth is' one of the best proparti . the muni-
cipality, Von Steiglitz's property. might. .
to the ncre. N o

185, To Mr. Ourlin—Therq. vas og.at Western:
Junction thig morning. at 4.30, but thers -wss. nong
at Andora; In the winter ¢ime thete.are, fogs: at,botl
plnces, auid: it. is hard: to say. which-place hag the more
fogs. There aro heavy fogs at-night, but insou
they do not. hang about in the day..i
at Lnunceston, It would bd.most winsual, f
to-besanywhere-about Evandale, up to-dinmi ey and'
that.would apply alsg to WeaterivJunetion:' - fail to sob-
that Western. Juction,has.any advantage'over Andora.
in' respect, of railway fagilitics, -The main. rnilwny
line runs close to: Von. Steiglitzls: property.. Audéra is.
about three miles. from Westorn Junction si Either
sita ‘would need sowme -sort of -convbyangd inwhich to-
carry matls-and p 8 botween the and
the railway. About: twenty trains.a day, ‘taking both
railway lines, would Jeave Launceston and'pass- through:
Western_ Junction, On. Sundpy mbrningthere 4s .the
boat train. I am not aware of, any -goods - traffic that
passes. through. Westorn .Junction jsiding, on' Sundnys..
So far as Andora is concerned, the railway would ‘be
very convenient beeanse it runs.close to the property,.
whereas:at Western Junction the railwyy ds half d.mile
from Iogarths property, It would take. about ten
minutes to travel by road or railway from Hogarth’s.
propgrty to. Von Steiglitz’s property. Ap: far as we:
can judge that portion of the read will, never bo-bitu-
men. surfnced,, becansp it. is not- . main rond, It will
always be a gravel rond and. of course. a-.good. road,
1t Js worse now thai. it jg Jikely to Vig- for: siinny years
to come, beeause the- main rond. js blocked becanse of
the repairs to the Perth bridge, und all.the traffie.is
being; taken ovorthe.gravel; voud. Both. propertics sare:
within the municipality;. so -thit tha cstablishment of
an aery would mean-the loss of rates. The general

It is deep cnough to provide a natural foundation for
a ranway without any specidl treatment. My coungil
considers this.proposal purely fiom a Tasmaniz point
of view. It.hasno.i hatever in the p rties.
They both happen to be within the municipality. My
souncil undoubtedly regard the éstablishment of an air
serviee as essential to the future development of Tas-
mania. The munieipalitics have not. conferred together
m vespoet of the provision of landing grounds, but I
should say that there wonld certzinly be cé-operation
between them in that respeet, provided that a central
hitse was established at Tauneeston. The estabBlishyment

opinion among the residents. of Evandalé js. ihai-they.
woulll: like the .erodrome established nf Andorss *
suppose that the establishment of ‘asi. aeyodiome would
naturally, .inerense the value of the-adjicent, property;
beeause it would ,probably ;mean move: business. to the
township:of Evandale. Themembers of my-council did,
uot consider ,thut aspeet. o :
156. T'o Mr. Gregory~1If the whole -of. Hogarih’s

-property were: put up- for auction tomorrow it would"

probibly aversge about £20 an agre. If -portion wof
the land were pulsorily ncquired. pensation -
would, have-to.be paid. for severance, When the: hoeart..

‘o1

{)i & property is faken out the alue of thie remaindor
must naturally decréase. It would cost 8s. or Ja &
ya cart.gravel for a distance of four miles, At
Andora wa haye splendid gravel:pits, My council does
control any giavel pits. Wa have power to acquire
ol wherever Wo Fequite jt. Of courss wo always
compansal The water supply at- Hogarth's

d édndj'upon tho.rnin'fall; but .at Andora the South
o)

‘River runs through the property. It would be
uboirt thibe-quiarters og a mile from. the river, to the
centre of the Andora site, “There, would be no diffieulty
Jin.gotting subterrancan watgr. Wo do not need wells,
but many. of {he farms haye thém, ‘The«wellp are
bually from 20 fegt to 30 feet Jocp. Thero is as.much
\vator as is roquired.  Wo are gpided by what Captain
Atidérson said, He stated that Andora was an, ideal
spiot for an aetodtonte, and I take it-that he wonld have
in mind any immedinte dangers atipched to the site,
‘hecnuse of the proximity of the site to the township of
Evandale, In'Perth and in:Sjdiey thoe acrodromes aro
situated in. the heart of the population. The eleetric
wires are a few hundred yards from the Andofa site
and fom- 2§ fo.3 milés from Hogarth’s property.

157, To Mr, Qurtin~—Evandale is at present illumi-
nated with elestrioity.  Thore is no sub-gtation' there.
‘The supply: is transmitted from Longford: If neees
sary; a considerable sispply could be obtained at Andora.
Hogarth's property wonld haye to.be illuminated from
the same source, The system of sanitation J{Lmther of
the propertics would: depend upon. the decision of the
Henlth %opm;tmum. T have had experience of septic
tanik systems on a small seale. Andora would. be a.
hottet site than Hogarih's for a. septic tank system,
heeause of the porous nature of the.land. We have no
definite system -at Evand Many people have septic
tanks, There is po mul al service, and the dero-
drome would have to make its. own, arrangements for
sanitation. ,
158. To.the Chairmen—1am,not.sure whether there
are.any high tension wiressuear .Andors. The hydro-
olectric selieme is controlled by. the department. T do
not.know wherp the mains are-situated.

(Taken. at Launces
THURSDAY, 230 JANUARY, 1030:
Present:
Mr. Lacey, Ghairman;,
Senator Sampson Mr: Grogory
- My, M.'Cameron: * - Mr, Holloway
Mr. Curtin ‘Mr. Long.
‘Tugram’ Gould. Heyes, farier, Launceston, sworn and
. examined. N

to at I o my
-apinion; it .is_the: wrong: time -of the year to. ingpect
hose proportics, becauso:a far hetter idea of the more
anitable ground for landing could: bo'dhtained: in the
winter time. I.smi the-owner of threshing and-chaff-
cuiting-plana in the distriet;:and:T, have; therofore, lind
considerable-oxpérience of both,Properti THogartl’s
propezty,if well grassed, would, at anytime of the year,
carry & heavy traction engine woighing wpproximately
40 tous. Ti-is impossible to také a- traction engiiie.an
Von Steiglitzls.property during wet weather of-winter
time, The ground -at Hogarth's. is black. soil, and, if
el graesed down, would earry heavy triffic -at dny
timeo «of the year. Vion Steiglitz’s:land; especially that
back a-short distance' from the:road; is of a very light
nature' and' in winter .time Will not carry traffie. It

¥.3593.—3

l,l.'.o. Po.the Qhairman—1I.am- aware.of the proposal
lish dn 3 b

would' be-more necessary to make a.gravel runway on
Von- Steiglitz’s proporty than it would be to havo one
on Hogarth’s property. Fogs aro about. the same m
toth places, and it is seldom, that a.fog lasts after 9. or
10 am, There should be no differenco: whatever
between the propertiesiu regard to-the px;avaxline winds
‘Hogartl’s property s in. close proxumity to Western
Junction smding, and, therefore, would be an ideal
lice for the quick despatch of' passengers and wmails.
}J?‘hnv‘e been o farmer in the Evandale district all my
life. Some of my property is of n gravelly naturg like
the lund at Andora. I know from my experience that
the- soil will hiot. carry heavy loads in the winter time
while the black soil will. After heavy rains I have
seen- water' lying on. parts of Von Steightz’s, property,
‘but .never on: Hogarth's property. My place is situated,
about 13- miles. from. Von Steiglitz’s property, between
there and Hogarth’s. I have lived 1w the district 43
ears, and I was born on.the property on which I now
ive. Hogarth’s ground is sticky on top in wet weather,
but, if gresséd. dewn, would carry trafic. Von Steig-
litz's property is not sticky, but in wet ‘weather when
the surface is broken it is soft. I have noticed, when
digging. post -loles, that the soil below the surface is
hard in. the summer tiine and of a spewy or pulpy
nature in the winter time. The gravell on Von
Steiglitz’s property is deep in- ?urts, particularly near
the. road. The gravel is not of great depth anywhero
else, The ground near the wattle trees is boggy in
the winter time, I do not think that there would bo
'much- difference between the properties in respect of
fogs. Von Steiglitz’s property is wortly about £10 an
acre and HMogarth’s property about £20 an acre. Von
Steiglitz’s land. is moro easily worked than the black
s0il; but T do not think it could be ploughed in the
winter time, because it would not bear the weight
of a.tractor. After tho frosts the:land mellows down
somewhat, A map, conld plough 2 acres of Von
Steiglitz’s land while' another man: was ploughing 1
acro of Hogarth's land. It would bo. necessary to pay
ation for breaking up the property. Vou
Steiglitz's property .is much larger than Hogarth’s,
aud 1s.in a very. good position. It has extensive build-
ings. The values that I have given were for the pro-
perties without taking severance into account,,

160, To Mr. Holloway.—Hogarth's. land would be
more sticky. than Von Steiglitz’s in the winter time.
It is-clayey near the top. Tho black ground is very
stiff -to. work, It has not a natural top dressing of
gravel like Von Steiglitz's property. 1 am informed
that Hogarth's property if grassed down properly would
not eut‘up. I do not.think that the wheels of an aéro-
plane would mark the grass. If well grassed. the sur-
face: would. carry a waggon. loaded with chaff in the
winter time..

161, To Mr, Cameron.—Ln the winter time, when the
top.surfaco of Von Steiglitz’s ground is broken, the soil
seems to give way. I have never scen. any surface
water Iying on Hogarth’s land. T pass the property
frequently. I am certain that a motor car could be
driven over the ground. during the winter time. I
would drive a trgetion engine over any part of
Hogarth's property in the winter time, provided that
it were well grassed. The land should be ploughed,

* harrowed. and cultivated o conple of times with a eul-
tivator to bring up a loose surface so as to ennble the
grass'to take well. Both propertics.wonld want fallow-
ingif o good grass mat were required. Hogarth’s pro-
perty, if well- grassed; would carry a waggon with a
4-inch tive and earrying a load of from 3 to 4 tons.

162 To Mr. Curlin—I have hever scen water lying
on Hogarth’s property.. Under the black soil there is
8 liyer of elay from 6 inches to 7 inches deep, The
black soil seems to-be very firm.and-I do not think that




conslant wsage wonld make the clay come to the sur-
‘face.  Tf the land werp well, grassed’ and rollad; an
aeroplane could cnsily land on it, Some additional
gravel would be required en Von Steiglitz's property
10 enablo it to edrry the woight &7 the planés.in the
winler time,

163. To Mr, Gregory.—1I do not think, that. Hogarth’s
property would break up very much beeause of traffic,
It might be better to drain’ the property, but eyen if
it were not drained it would carry heavy traflie in the
wet weather, If the land is well grassed down it will
not crack badly. )

104. To Mr. Long—Mr. Vou: Steiglitz ulw ts
his chaff' away before the winter sutss in Mcmogelle
knows that he ennnot cart hay in the wintor fime, I
have frequently licen bogged .on. that property, I have
noticed in the winter time. that water uever lies .on
the black s0il; whereas there js always.a certain amount
of water on the gravelly land, The water seems. to
come to the surface. Aftor keavy rains the subsoil of
Yon Steiglitz's Property becomes doughy. If I were
in an. aeroplane and wished: to land’ near Launceston
in the winter time, I should cortainly choose Hogarth’s
Property as a landing ground. I Nave had no flying
experience, but I should think that it would pay to.have
a. gravel runway 5o as to make the ground, absolutely
safe for landing purposes, T really think that
Hogarth’s Iand; even without a gravel surface, would.
caury heavy seroplanes. In the winter time Von
Steiglitz’s Inud would eut up more than the black
80il would. I should think that the hedges would have
to be pulled up by means of traction engines and chains,
and grubbed afterwards. It would be a fairly expen-
aive item. There is practically no clearing to be done
at Von. Steiglitz's property. Only a few trees would
have. to be removed. Hogartl’s land, is hard aud stiff
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supplied to me by the scerotary. Most aerodromes
suitable for the aperation of civil aircraft-would be syit.
able. for the operation of service ireraft. The: Com.
‘monwenlth defence plan fouches only tho.northern part
of Tasmania in connexion with. the inissance of
Bass Strait for the protection of shiipping.. That is the
present position, and likely to fomain unaltered for
mmany yéars to come. - In that work we may employ

landnl It 0 dire empilored

they will not wee a land: aefodrome. In l\n} case
we would work via the islands, probably botl,
cast and west, between tho mainland and, Tas-
mania,  Western Junction i3 about . 36 nmiles.
from Buss Strait, and would bo beyond the dren
in which we would be working, .s0 that from the
point of view of our work in war.time the locality-is
rather too far away, If we carry out the work by land-
planes they would probably be-of a smaller type than
those used for eivil aviation, If the aerodrome
at Western Junotion is: suitable for: heavy Pasgsenger-
carrying planes, it. would certainly be suifable for our
planes,  Tho commercial machine formally would
* probably. be more heavily loaded than ours, but
I do not visualize that our adtivities. would
extend 8o for south. For opr purposes we
would prefer an aerodrome néarer the copst.
Wo would like a lauding ground with facilities
for both landplanes and seaplanes. The Air Foree
would' notbe likely to use the Western Junetion
aerodrome to any extent. At the same time we redlize
that our plancs might be called’ upon: to go anywhere
and everywhere, particularly in times of beace, and.
therefore’ we welcome the establishment, of landing
grounds in any part of Australia, If we were looking
for an. nerodrome to meét our needs during war time
we should look for it further north, Wé would not use
B 1 t L until we. were satisfied

to work, and I think it would be an ive item
to lay agrieultural draing through it. T have had no
oxperience of drainage on that elass of soil. ,

165, To the. Chairman.—Von Steiglitz’s property is
close to water. I believe that there js a \vimgnill on
Hogarth’s property and also certain springs.  Water iy
laid on to my property from the Evandale township.
Many of the farmers have tanks and catel the rain
from the roofs. An aerodrome at Andora would cor-
tainly {ncrease the valug of land at the Evandale town.
ship, The people of Evandale would welcome the

+ establishment of an acrodrome at Andora, A mail and
passenger service between the mainland and Tasmania,
with its terminal point at Lannceston, would: be.of great
advantage to Tasmania.. I, think that. the municipali-
tics and people generally in Tasmania would be willing
to co-operate with the contral depot so as to provide
an intra-state service.

(Taken at Melbourne.)
FRIDAY, 24t JANUARY, 1080,

Present:
Mr. Lacgy, Chairman;
Senator Sampson Mr., Gregory
Mr. M. Cameron Mr. Holloway
Mr. Curtin Mr: Xong,

Air Commodore Richard Williams, C.B.E, D.S.0.,
Cliief of the Air Staff, Defenco Department, Mel-
bourne, sworn and examined,

166, To the Chairman.—T was not awnre of the pro-

posal to establish an, aerodrome at Western Junetion,.

near Launceston, until the:Seeretary wrote me a week or
ten days ago. I have not been. consulted in. any way
concerning the proposal. I am not acquainted with the
locality of the site, but T have scen the plan which, was

ah a
that an aerodromo eould not be obtained, furtlior nosth.
For our purposes, an serodrome in the vic tity of
Swan Reach would be better.  No thorough investiga-
tion- has been made at that point. Tt ia quite-possible
that within the next few years the Air Forca machines
would nse any acrodrome established in this: locality,
owing to the fact that gotintions are now p ding
with the Tasmanian Government for the photography
of certain areas.of land. The aerodrome might be used:
for that purpose, but not for war purposes.  The
machine wsed would bo the Yight day bomber, the
Wapiti. That class of machine would' not require u.
specially prepared runway, A good deal. of civil: avia-
tion earried out in the Commonwealth to-day is being
dane in light plancs. The necessity to prepare speeial
rumvays for commercial purposes. would depend itpon
the typo of plane used. We would. not heve a. machine
heavier than those engaged on. the cast-west service,
the Syduney-Brisbane service, and the Brisbane-Chnyle-
ville service. It would depend upon. the nature of the
ground whether those wachines would need runways:
T should think that in o commereial service hetween
Tasmania and the mainland either-an amphibian or a:
land plawe wonld be used, It would need to be a
muchine eapable of operating from fhe land' at. both
ends.  An amphibian, hecause of its heavy under-
carriage, would require a longer run than wou{ a land
plane,” If the terminal point is Launceston, the most
uttractive route to the mainland: would be vin Flinders
Island.. There would need to be 4 landing ground at
Elinders Island: both for war and efvil purposes.. Some
Ppreparation must be made for emergency landings at
that Tsland, T shall obtain for the comittee ‘data
respeeting the oecurrence of fogs at Latinceston and at
Wostern dunction, I do not. think that the proximity
of 1 small township to an acrodrome. a5 deseribed: in
the line of the prevailing wind, would constitute. a
danger to an oxperionced pilot.  We. teach. pilots
that they must not try to turn back to-the nerodrome
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whew in trobble getting off, There is mo need
for them to continno absolutely straight into the
wind, It would have to be a. preuty big ebstacle to be
n detri to the drome. I am inted with
civil gerédromes abrond, and vanways are mnot
provided in every caso. Most runways congist of tho
ordinary natural surface, after being  ploughed,
hurrowed, levelled, and. grassed. I know the Croydon
nerodrome, but not: its acreage. ‘Thero is no doubt that
aero clubs: have created n great interest in aviation,
and: given many people an opportunity to learn to fy,
‘The training that is given by the nero clubs to-day is
in-light planes of a type similar to those that we have
adopted for our preliminary training in. the Air Force.
The value .of that training from onr point of view
depends  on the methods of instruction, the
extent of the .instruction, and the development  or
otherwise of faults by the! pilot after he has been

allowed to fly nlone. ‘We liave taken from time to time.

in_our training schools pilots who have had some
traiying beforehand with aers elubs. In some cases

they.hive qualified much sooncr than those: who have:

had 1o previous instruction, but in other cases tho
pilots have developed a number of faults whicl it has
taken them some Xttle time to unlearn. Speaking
generally, the instraetion given at the aero clubs to-duy
ists in- training pilots for war time, and from that
point of view the operations of the acro elubs shonld
he encouraged.

167. To Senclor Sumpson—In 1927, before the
Southampton flying boats actually arrived in Australin,
it was_proposed to carry ont espeyimental  and
recounaissance: work' in regard to a probable
air serviee to Tasmania, but the actual opern-
tion of the aireraft has not taken ‘plage.  That
athjeet came up for disenesion and was: placed before
Cabuet, W worenever asked fo give mm opinion as to
the enitubility of machines for sucll a service. It would
be aecessary (o use on any lundplune serviee between
Tasmunia_and’ the mainland triple-engined’ machines
vapable of retaining height with ono engine cut out.
Not all multi-engined machines.are able to. rotain their
hieight with one engine ent out. No experimenty have
heen eneried out by the department with respeet to the
actual conduet of a serviee to Tasmar

188. T'v Mr. (‘ameron.- -Swan Reach is about 20 or
30 miles from Enunceston.  Qur work would not take
us 1o Launceston. If the acrodrome is established at

Tannceston T hardly think that i6 will be necessary to:

cstablish auother weradvome far defence purpases.” Tt

will be many years before the department expeuds:

ey in Tasnania for defence purposes,  If war egme
we would certuinly look for n lnnding ground nearey
1o the coast than Lauiceston.

169. o Senator Sampson—Wo would require an
acrodrome  with  facilities for Dboth Jand and sea
machines. At the present moment, we have flying boats
attached to the reconnaissanee wnit, We do not kuow
what the developuient of the future may be, but from
our point of view any re-cquipment of the unit for n
recounaissance of Bass Strait wonld' include triples
engined, land mackines, because they would earry out
the work much more economically than flying, boats,
Each section of the Air Force, to gof the best
work, requires different types of machines,  We aro
not justified in.cxpending monvy in providing a defence
aevodrome on the northern-const of Tasmania undil the
Commonwealth is in a better financial position. We

would rather expend money. on more importunt places:
and trust to the necessities of war to provide a.suitable:

placo in Tasmanie for our purpuwse. We do nqt prepare
specinl runways. We depend upow the natural surfaco,
Experiments have been. earried ont recently respecting
the friction prodieed in taking off from various types of
ground and they show that the prepuration of definite

runways would make an cnormens difference in the
lengthof run necessury for machines to tuke off wilh
heavy loads. I should avoid putting down runways
unless they were absulutely essentinl,

170, To Mr. Curlin.~-Officially we nrc not consulted
by the Civil Aviation Departiment respeeting sites for
ferodromes. My works officer and’ the works officer of
the: Civil Aviation Department were i the-same squad
ron during the war, and consequently they are friendly
and generally know sumething of what the other is

oitg.  The: Air Board 1 not consulted s to the suit-
alility of. eivil nerodromes, although they may have
somo velation to Australin’s defence in war time. We
would preferan aerodrome at Snan Renck rathe r than
at Launceston. In working' ont ow Pan of defenee
We must agsume that certain action will be taken by
some one else, We do not know that our assumption
is correct, and therefore we say that nuy aerodrome
may be of use to us in war ‘tinte, but from the point
of view of our known requirements in war, we wonld
seek a site much nearer to our work than Launcestay,
The wilness withdrew,

Captain George Campbell Matthews, Aviator, Mel-
onrne, sworn and examined.

171, To the Chairman—~1 am aware of the proposal
to establish an nerodrome at Western Janotion near
L I ant nat inted with the site, but my
represeutative examined Iogarth's property. 1 con-
sider it to ho snitable for an nerodrome. L have taken
into eonsideration the nature of the soil, the Jocality
and particularly the facilities for transport to and from
the acrediome,” 1t is served by a good road and has a
railway right alongside it. Au additionnl distance of
4 miles would not be a vital matter. I consider an arca
of 193 acres ample for commercial flying. Of course
a good deal depends upon the nature of the approaches,
With low approaches. theve is not the necessity to have
large arens,” T consider that Hogarth's site iv idenl.
I do not anticipate any diffieulty in taking off and
landing in all wenthers. The ground requires the
removal of hedges and the filling in of holes. ‘Flien the
surface should be rolled and grassed. Evon without
drainage the ground would be available for nireraft
under any conditi We have pleted  arrange-
inents to commence a secvice between Tasmania and
the mainland: in March. We propose to land at Laun
ceston and to go on to Hobart, I kuow of no site in
the vieinity of Holart that conld. Ie nsed as o termina)
point. We are using a flying bont. and we intend tn
tund. in the harbour.  We propose to follow the castorn
route ag recommended by Captain Johnson, of the Civil
Aviation Department. ~ With our present equipment,
the time of the journey will be from four to four and n
half hours. The machine that we are using is the most
up-to-dute plane from England. 1Tt is o metal flying
hont built on what we call amphibian prineiples. Tt
can tuke off. from the land and alight on the water or
taka off fromr the water and alight on the land. It
is a modern development.  Wheels are attached to the
macliine and are wound up and down with a gear lever
by the pilot. It is a closed eabin muchine carrying
four persons. It is the lnst word in British design and
construction, consisting of an all-metal il and wooden
wings. It is double engined aud will fly with one on
gine cut out, at the same time retaining its. height.
We propose to ritn a serviee once a woek, and we sng-
gested to the Post v ral that aur time-tabl
should work in with the east-west aiv mwil. Wo shall
earry two passengers to begin with, Tf the experiment ie
successful we purpose using a lurger type of baat which
is now in comrse of manufacture in England. Tt iy
the same type of machine only lavger, and will carry
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cight passengers.  Next year, if the service is success 172 To Mr; Curline—Our first abject s to- effect &
flﬁ,‘\\u will operate a service oneo-a day each way, Our safe crod between Tasi and the land

activities are not dependent’ upon. making: arraugemonts 173. To Mr. Holloway—Tho  grentest. distance
with !hL"1’05ll““?‘"'Ge,“"nl’{D"P’mmmt' Wo intend between the land' points is 60 miles;. The crossing is
to opernte the “Tagmanin. service. I havo been working nearly 200 miles, The' islands are quite suitable for
on this projeet for the lust ten years, and.it s now ren-  the landing of sciplanes. A flying. bont, can always.
dered. possible by the use of up-te-date and modern  ghelter in, the lee of an island in.case of-emprgency..

equipment, The delay in starting the service has been
due to the Jack of suitable cquipment. L do.not think
thut purely land machines should be nllowed to cross:
Bass Strait. We expect. 1o curry pAssengers, freight

174, Lo the Chgirmans~We are orecting our ‘own
hangar-at Launceston. Wo have: applied:to the.depart-
ment for a lease of certain Jand:on_the Launéeston.
and.mail, and to establish communication with the out- ncro]f;‘lrom,e. In all probability we will instruct ‘pilots
Iying islands. I am sorry to hear that the postal depart* at tho acrodrome, and 33 tho loeslsuppliers-of British
mont has stated that it is unlikely that the mails betwean: airerafts: we: must Imvzﬁaccommoda_h(}q ﬁopew!:ex_‘cr to
Posmania and the mainland will be carried by air: give: Tasmania tho benefit of modoriy light sordplazes.
At the request of the Postmaster-General' I supplied We have actually c_nlled"_for tenders for the erection of
him with cortain information. My letéer to-him of tha our promises. Flying will start in March, and, subjeot
10th January, 1930, reads— to the lo.nso-hemg‘grantcd‘.by the. department; the-equip-

Tn reply to your letter G.20/10223 of the 318t ult, in regard ment will be crected and -l the mecessury stooks, and
to the proposed ajr servico between Melbourne, avneoston spare parts stored at the nerodroine, The name of the:
snd Hobart, I would advise you da followas— company'is the Matthows Avintion Broprietory Limited:

1. T rogret it iy impossible, at the moment, to give T .do.not think that the distanco of 9 miles: from
:‘lto{!nite‘ {]nge {ur\ tt‘\le an\ug{lllintion ‘of the sexvice, although T, to the d is too far; provided thiat
B ot et i e e ating ‘:(‘l“‘f‘i"md““;‘o",‘,‘f @ suitable area cannot: be found-nearer o the city.
London as to the dute of shipment of tho fiylug Loat to It would' not: be: advisable to have an aerodrome 13
Le u;xtud, nnld plel_nli_l‘l‘glgur(l\cr :niorm‘nti?n welm-? 2nﬁic$pnb miles distant from Iaunceston. One ‘of the- great.
ing It rrival in Melhourne towards tho end of Februars.  atiractions of flying to ‘tho public iz ensy aceessibilit,

%, At the outset it fa intended to carr, out' v service ) M .« K " P Y
botween Melbourne and Hobarty cnln||g~yat Lnnnc:;hll to_lthe nerodrom‘e. We. found .M‘ Esserpdqn that ﬂ““
only en routé. Future developnient, however, Would be distance of 7 miles from the: city was & great draw-
on the lines of daily communication with Tasmania. to- back,, partieularly as there were no means’ of coms

;I:elthe; with a weekly connex!un,‘\vnh King and' Flindors munication to the site. The tram line stops 2 miles:
slands. » - 0 .
t: f

from' the d An ‘éxtra_d of 4 miles

3. While operating on an unsubsidized busia, it is pro- 4 o ] e e
posed to limit the service Lo once o week ench '\\'ny. 'Fllia‘ in the fms‘u of Lu‘unceslon would ads ersely. offect the
Sxperimental servico could be arranged to suit mail re- of the With_reason-

(lli‘;‘;‘lr:“'m“;?lo\\‘\mlﬂ%m tm}:‘t eﬁ' ler:i:nt cight .‘1‘“‘;‘:10’ dny; able facilities to and from ‘the “gerodrome, flying. ia
ht i ved. for ench through trip, and' loure 0f ' i i ¢ it .
drylight for any one trip bch\'gcn M}:ibournc and Lawn- n;ore altrnc_m{e to. :]he P‘“h}w’ “I h“"'“_ \\adf'e;tper}m\ﬁlt
drylight for a0y o s tablo i appended, which it 1s ST COTCTON nerodromes in-other parts. of the worc.
thowght eould.operate s conjunction with the Fust:West In 1920, when I camo- out from England, specially

Air Mnil:—; prepared runways were never leard of except in
T"I';:; A endon—1030 & Amerion. I do not consider that speeial runways: would
Arvivo—Launcoston—3 pan. be necessary at Hogartl's property. If. the fences and
Depart—Launceston—3.45 p.m. hedges were removed: we would be -prepared to opbrate
sa[{\;:[l]:e—_—ﬂobi\tt-—.’) pam. fx"um that acrodrome to-morrow, We are’ going’ to
mp“!é_ﬂchmr_s am T shortly to s and select landing
Arfive—TLaunceston—9.15 am. grounds between Launceston and Hobart.
?\i}};‘\f:ﬂ;‘ﬁ;ﬁl“—m a.m. 175. To Mr. Holloway.—We are looking for emer-

T, 2. N
4, This company would: underteke the transport of gency landing, grounds between. Launceston and Hobart
et etseon Inoding places and post offices without (0 ensure the sufety of the service-and-to give Tasmania
additional expense to your deparément. the benefit of. the existing, aerial routes. The east-west

5. The nearest post office to the aerodrome-at the Mel- p il ives 1 . thii ' i
e, The et P ohon which 1 aitunted 24 miles g mail arrives 1o Melbouruo on Thuzsdsy; smoruiag,
avay from the serodrome. At Louncenton, the post oMeo, 4nd we suggest that we take it straight to. Tasmania

i 7 miles from {hio proposed landivg aren, whilo at Hobart that day. On the return joirney we would reach
dnfinite arrangements have not yet heen. made, and it will Melbourne.in time to catch the Adelaide express lenving

he nocessary to advise you further after the visit of
Captadn Matthews. which takes pince in the ncar future. at 430 pm.. . !
& In regard to payment for the conveyance of mails, 178. To the Chairman—We do mot intend to pre

it s suggested: that o guaranteerof 100 1b. per through .a landing, on 1 > wh
trig) be given by the department, this company to rcbeib\'n {’l‘\‘é‘c\v“e(}:]?gxlg ll”i‘i?““t‘% ‘,),“ t.l e 1ls I’n nds. }1701 ml\t:ex‘_(\ly']mt
o Sl suveharge of ad. per half ounce on Jocal mail and . like, there is nlways a she tered- side to,
13d. on overscas mail. an ieland, and if the weather is bad the type of plane
7. While opernting the present cquipment, it is. not thut we shall bo using will be able to land on the

intended to cnrr{ ordinary freight, hr‘llscs ol;:g;;nrhf;?m(elt‘""‘e leo side of the island, I nged fo. huve Ianding grofnds

this service 'to the developutent of f 3 P »
e farimntion will sulisty all your requircmianty & the terminal poiuts, beeanse it is ceonomicully.
It hall he happy to render further advies on auy particulor unsound to work from water when:aue ean. work from:
poluts, land. When working on water there must be men
We will follow the eastern route, and will never be in attendance, mnd there isgreat difficulty in-re-{uelling.
more than 10 miles. from. land, The route willl be It would be difficult to land in rough water, and we
from Wilson’s Promontory to Anderson Bay, and. we propose at Launceston to use the nerodrome, .and af
propose to make & landing ground at Biidport. The  1lobart to alight in the harbours  There would "he mo
Civil Avintion Department is preparing a landing need to-have any special fenture on the landing gronnd
place at Wilson’s Promontory, vight alougside the 10 enable the fiying boat to nlight and take offt. -
Government Chalet. It will be o perfect nerodrome, 177, To Mr, Caméron—~The machine will alight-in
with 1,000" yards ramway in each dircetion, Tt will the harbour at Hoburt, the-wheols will ho wound o
be necessary to.cut downs dead’ timber and to grub-the and' the: machine taxi 1
stumps. 1 am informed that: the department intends purpose of disembarking and taKing on passengprs-and

to carry out this work for the convenience of this re-fuelling, 'This type has been thorsuglily "tried out

service and subsequent services. in Englond, and lics passed: its tests satisfactorily.. It

hing, My voprescutative, who is.
as ingpteted Hogarth
atisfied that machines can tu

ughed, harfowed, rolled .and well-grassed, it

1l be quito suitable for
thout special runways.

~If the nerodfome is not

machine on tho undorstan:

38 a lotter sent by me t
lgr of Civil Aviation:—

catublish o branch of onr
« near future, I should be

I received the following reply+—

aito near Launceston for
advise. that propusq‘l.s fo
are

o le
ublic Works, and, until th

rome mailable for lease

With reference to your letter of 20th Norember, § note

date an acrial sevvice betweel

ta obtuined during this expert
obtaining larger aireraft, and

You will realize thut it. is fupos
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bo umple room ut. the aervlrome for defence and eivil
purposes. The regulations applying to Mascot would,
apply to any gov ernment area wsed 28 au serodroma.

do 1ot regard the prov.s on of a runway on Hogarth's
property gs vsgentinl., There ave no runways on the
nciodromes on the mainland, exeept in Queenstad
where the soil is black.

180, To Mr. Gregory. § cousider that 500 yarle
would, be the maximum length of n runway;, but that
question s largely affecied by the ohstacles in the im-
mediate vieinity of the acrodrome. A hedge 10 feet
high wonld not be au obstie', hut trees 40 feet high,
and houses and buildings would be obstacles. In the
case of obstacles, we wonld have 1o allow 8 certain dis
tance in nddition to. the wonmal run. On. the Tax
mania-mainland servive the wheels of the aeroplane:
would be down when vier the land and up. whea over
the sen, It tukes nbour o dozen turus of the lever. to
wind the wheels. This type hus been lurgely tried out
On the preliminary serviee we are agking for 100 ib.
of mail, but there is no reason why we should not carry
1,000 1b. of mail with a bigger machine. We would at
{east require a S-yenrs’ gumantee of mnils, or an equiva-
lent sum from the Govermnuent, to bring the service into
line with the existing serviees on_the mainland. Tt
would be very comforting to us to kuow that we could
‘have the nse of an aerodrome at Launceston. Uatil we
know that, we cannot get down to tiu tacks in our
arrangements. We have deawings of promises.in Loun
ceston, and'L am hoping to go there aud establish & base
for light aweraft. Lf we cannot get premises we shall
be left in the air. The mnin business of my company
is to uet as contractors to the JAero Club of Vietorin.
We ave also carrying out a mail service to Cowes. Tt
is being well putromzed, and wo are now busy with the
arrangements forthe service to Tasmanin,_The Govern-
inent s providing & landing grouud at Wilson's Pro-
montery o as to ensure a safe crossing nt Bass Strait;
otherwise I should have to load up: the maelune with
additional petrol so as to be absolutely on the safe side.

181, To Mr. Curlin—We intend to stop at Wilson's
Promontory on the outward jowrney only.

182, To Senator Sampsom—I huve spent o lot of
money on purely experimentul work in connexion with a
service from Tasmania to the maiuland, and naturally
I sho:ﬂd be very disappointed if an nerodrome were not

blished at )

to eubsidize a. service ac
that. the sulisidy will nol

$ wishing your company

1t is. the practice on the nninland to set apart portions

of aerodromes for pri
200. feet by 100 fee

airs of the club. I have

red to do the same th n connexion. with the

ned by the Defence Depar
179, To Mr. Long—

dic ntiompts ot flylng,
in Tasmania, but up

od onto- w sindy beaslt for the -
d beeause of the lack o

of the ound
Tt must eventually be an asset. There would

183. Lo Mr. Long—The maehine has o tail skid, but
that, will not have a damaging effeet on the surfoee
of the ground. Al machines in Australin have tail
skids. We have not yel delevoped n wheel skid. We
Qo hundreds of laudings ¢ day at Tissendon and the
machines never damage the surface. They leave only
a small track. A tau sk'd is the ouly means of steering
the plane and of pulling it up. The surface of the
Essendon nerodreme is not very good,  There are
beautiful open paddocks around 1t aud in a heavy rain
in winter tme 1t 15 dineult {o operate from there, There
is.n Little vise at the Kssendon gerodrome which ensures
Landing m any weather,

184, To the Chairmen—T have given a great deal of
vongideration to the prevalence of fogy at Xaunceston
and Tlobart, I um a sailor by profession, and' T spent
fourteen years at su, The prevalence of fogs does. not
worry'me in the least. We have made arrangements to
obtuin mew oculogical information. Lake all other means
of transport our planes will wait until the fog clears.
think that the fogg will rarely worry us. I have
arranged to be supplicd w th o complete weather report
of Bass Strait belore luaving for Tusmamn,  The time
of the actual journey will be 4} howrs.and of the actual
crossing of the water about 2 howrs.
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183, To Mr. Uregory—T havo & definity n_ssurxiucu

necesspry ‘mmouunt of flying, timg iﬁl\\lwpassin& n@fx;irly. o
Stiff ination both teehuically and; medically. " No

that I shall obtain a.weather, report every 7 {r
the Promontery lighthouse which will be-jn direct cori-
munieation with thie-landing grounds, I nafurally want
some finality to enable me to complete my arrangements.
for-a flying bont serviee to Lasmanin and for the train-
ing of pilots at Launcestou.

188, T'o Senalor Sampson—The flying boat will be:
fitted with wireless, Wo-shall be able to trausmit mes-
snges.  We have a very netivervolunteer seetion of our
elub at Busendon, and we are getting splendid results.

187. J'o- Mr, [lfollowey.—We have two classes of
pilots, Glass A aud Cluss B, (lass A licence permits
the-pilot to fly for pleasure and not for reward. A
elass. B leenes is o commenrcinl licence, and it costs
in the vieinity of £500, An A clnss licenco -costs: the
individual-from £35 to.£40, but the Government ennbles
us' tos give chenp training by supplying us witl equip-
ment and a bonus for every pilot who obfaing: a flying
certifiecate. The clubs are operated not for profit. but
to provide training ns cheaply as possible: An A class
pilot eould obtain a B elass licence by putting in the

‘aro_anxions'to take up flying; and.withe

Drovision js.being made for the training of commeraial
pilots,  A.great.number of yourig fellows 1 this country

ou an-aerodrome.
in Tovngeston: many of {hem will be Teff L
L have put up a.proposition tor pperate
school, - Nearly -all, our commersial: pilots:have: b
bronght out. from Englgn%l. I have received §00.ap;
eatious. from- young Austrulians who wish to-
conuncreial pilots, There-are.uo facilitics for-trdining
the ot present. It s expensive training, and the
avel outh cannot. afford jt. W old pilets haye long,
Yeal " experieneg ‘behind' us, and e, puplic hus u
cortaii amount of faith in us.” T doubt whether H,lcfv
will be the sume degreé of faith in’'the’ young pilots”
that afe tinined: for commercial ayintion. : G
Department trding service pilots,” In ated
pilots. have left the departinent. and, combo o vs,  Thy
pilots'who. have been trained gt Peint. Cook haye, from
our point of view, n lot -fo léarn, They are-trained.
mostly for flying operatious. We édnriot. afford' to -
crash. To that extent our training is replly different
from air force training. ,
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