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(TLBERS OF THE PAADLALETTLRY ITDING CQullIMeds O PUBLIC LCRERS.

( Finth Committee.)

The Honorable Josian Francis, .P., Chairman.

Senete. » House of Representatives.
Senstor Cherles lienry iLrand. . Thomrs Jeseph Collins, Bsg.,k.P.
Senstor Gordon Jrovn, . Cherles willism Frost,Bsq.,w.F.
Senctor aliter Jaclson Ccoper. .  The Hon. Eduvrrd James Holloway,wm.l.

velter l.exwvell Wairn, Bag.,l.P.
John Lloyd Price,f8q.,um.P.

TawACH TRCLI THL VOTSS AYD PACCaEDT '35 CF IIB IICUSE OF AZPRASEVI.LTIVES, No.72,
SNATED SthDEcE gul, 1838.

11, PURLIC "CUKS CODITIEE.~ HREFSAZCE CF TC0REK = ABPATAILTICE GL73RAL
HCSPITAL, RAMDVICK, 137 SCUTH 74 %%.~ Lr.Thorby ( Einister for Jorls }
moved, by lesve, Thet, in 2ccordance with the vrovisions of the
Cozniomeclth Public Works Coamittee Zct 1912-1936, the following
vroposed work be referied to the Parlinmentsry Steoading Comaittee on
Pupliec Woris for investigation snd revort:- depatriation General
Hospitel, Randwick, ifew South sles — The erection of o new Hosnitsl.

lir. Thorby having laid on the Table an estimate of cost of the projected
work -

Ouestion - put znd prased.
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WITTRISES.

Darby, Surgeon~Ceptain L., Principel Navel liedical Gfficer, H.i.h. Bhips
and Navzl Establishments, Sydney.

Downes, Dr.R.il., Director-General of lifedical Services, aruy & air Torces.

Hart, wiss J.il., latron, Prince ol Tales itepatriation General Hospital,
Raadwick. ¥ew Jouth "ales.

Irwin, L., Hospital architect, lelbourne.

iatthews, ., Distriect Valuer of the Hzgtern Suburbs, Valuer~General's
Tenzrtaent, 5ydaey.

l.ehoffey, L.J., Commonwvealth Director-Generzal oi .orks.
“iighell, ¥.R., Cheirpan iswatriation Conmission.

Percival, f., Commonireslth Surveyor-General, and Chief Property Ciflcer
ol the Comonwealth, Department of the Interior.

Tobertson, 4.3., Heting Commouweslth ‘Jorks Director, Sydney.
Rove, ¥.H.y Deputy Cheirman, sepatrietion Comission.

Rutledze, Dr.B.H., hedic2l Superintendent, Prince of 4ales Repatriztion
Geaeral Hospital, Randwick. II.8.V.

3eriven, najor B.@.B., Deputy Director Jorks, Amay, Depsri.ent of Defence,
welbourne.

Smith. Dr. K., Principal .ledical Officer, Repstriation Cormiission.
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BRCOCTICT OF HIPATATATICY ICSPITAL, RAYDYICK, NM.3.W.

R &8 P O & T.

The Parlismentery 3taniing Comaittee on Public ‘orks, to which the
House of Hepresentatives r=ferred, for investigation and report,
the question of the Erection of a new Hospitzl to replace the
Repatriation Ceneral Hospitel st Randwick, MNewr South Wales, has
the honour Lo revort as followsi-

HISTORICAL.
1. The institution knom as the Prince of ‘Jales Repetriation

General Hospital at Jandwick, ilew South Jales, occupies portion of

an area ¢f 183 acres =t the corner of Avoca and High- Streets,

Randwick. This aree was originally granted on trust for use as an

reylum for destitute children. In 1832, a Scciety for the Relier

of Destitute Children hed beea foried in Sydaey, and in 18358 the

activities of this socieiy were removed to¢ the sres above referred to.

A freestone building was erected thereon in 1858, and other buildings

vere added from time to time.

2. In Septenber, 1315, the land and tuildings theu being
used by the society nere acquired by the Common.ssaith in nursuance
of nowers vested in it by the Defence Act and under i Precautions
Regulstions, Ffor use as a hospital and convalesceut .accomnodetion in

connection with the return of wounded scldiers.

3. Just prior to the takin® ¢f this action, a rovement had
been caamhenced by the Jtate Government of Wew South Valesy to take
over the. institution, but it was not until 1816, by Act MNo.E2 of
thet yesr, that the State sctually acquired the proverty, znd section
2 of tne Aet ix question provides that -

" 411 land ineludinz any buildings thereon held by or on Lehslf
of, or vested in the Society for the selief ¢f Destitute ChLildren,
are hereby transferred ond vested in the Crown to be used as a
hos:ital home for invalid znd vounded soldiers and seilors, or
for such other purposes s the Governor may deteraine, rreed and
discharged from all other .wrusts and conditions sttsching theretol
The lend in guestlion is thus vested in the Governnent cof
Mew South Wales. It wes from tile to time lessed to the Repatriation
Commission, snd the l=st aritten:lease expired on 31lst.Deceuber,1S37.
The Comnonwvealth now uses the land under a permissive occupancy.

To provide accommodation for the increasing influx of

patients to be trested, 2 number of detechied wards of timbsr
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and Pibro veolls and corrugated fibro roofing were erected, together
»rith leboratory, nurses' guarters, operating thestre, laundry, and

a great many other subsidiary buildings - all of a light construction

and of a tenporary nature.

4, On1 July, 1221, the Repatristion Commission took over
the institution from the Department of bLefence. In 1927, the
nuaber of patients having diminished,.about one=~half of the
accommodation which had been erected by the Cormonweslth, wes
handed over to the State, and is today known as the Rendwick
Auxiliafy Hogpital, and 1is adninistered bty the office of the
Tirector-General of Fublic Health of the State of Hew South Wales.
The position now is tliet on the erea occupied by the Repatriation
Commigsion, the permanent buildings, mzinly of gtone gonstructien
and comprising the liain Adzinistrstive B3lock, Kitchen Block, X-Ray
Depertoent, disters'suarters =nd iledical Superintendent's quarters,
sre still owned by the 3tate, whilst the rewcinder, comprising
detached hospitel werds, opersting theatre, dispgnsery, some nurses'
querters, laundfy,'uortuary &e., mostly of a tedpcrary nature, are

the vroperty of the Jomacnwealth.

PRESET PI0POSLL,
5. The wrowosal subnithed for the consideraticn of the
Comaittee 1g thet owing to the inadequacy of 1ihe present hospiteal,

2 new hosnital should be erected to contzin 2 total of 430 beds.
ESTT..ATED CCar,

8. The apvroximete estimzted cost of the proposal, prepsred
in 1836, wes £155,000, but it wes explained that owing Lo the rise
in building costs since then, that estimete might require to be
increased by 15% i.e. to £139,750.

It was stated that if the work were carried out department-
ally, skatch pians could e drewn in 3 months, the work <ould be
sufriciently advenced in 6 months to permit of the calling of temders
and it was estinated thet the building could be comyleted within

ebout two years [from dste of commencement.
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CCLaITTEBE'S TAVESTISATION

7. In crder to acquaint itself with the resgonsibilities of
the Repatristion Coﬁmissicn, and to obtain an‘insight into how those
responsgitilities ere beiuz shouldered, tne Committee inspected the
existing Repatriat%on Hospitzl at Randwick, the Ledy Davidson
Oenvaledcent Home, Turramurre, and the Hepetriation Blocks In the
fallan Park Ként?l%Hospital, in New South ﬂaleu; visits were 2lsc made
to the :«".epatr_iatioﬂ General Rospitel, Caulfield, the Repetristion
Clinic, 3t.rilde Road, lielbouarne, the ..aclend 3anitorium, Mant Park,
=nd +he Burndoora Eehtal Hosnital, Vicloria in 211 of whieh institut-
ions activities are veirg carried out on beh2lf of invalid returned

goldiers.

- 3. In addition, evidence wes taken from the Chairman, Deputy
tapirman end Frineipal edicel Officer of the iepatriation Commissiorn,
the Mediecel Superfntendent =nd the Liatron of the Jandwick hospital,
frou officisis of the Departaent or the Interlor, representatives
of the Tavy, Ay cnd Air Force, 2ad others, anc the Comaittee in

every wJay endaavoured to srrive st 2 realization of the necessity

Tor tne wnroposed work.

9. Tt wes sscertained that the Commission provides wedical
treatment for all accepted disehilities, =nd Tfor all ex-soldiers
suiferlaz from puimon3ry tuberculosis. Treataent is given to an
in~ or out-patient as uay be required. The vast wajority of the
patients treated %re thug returned soldiers, but in sddition, the
Comxigsion zrovides sceourodation and all necessary irectient for
nerbers of the navcl, Lilitary, end zir forces of the Cotmonwealth,
permanent’ or trainees. Naval patients sre treated in a separcte
ward, aad the Yavy provides ‘medical officers and acval ratings to
staff such werd;.the Coruaission srowiding all special services.
Wilitary end air. force ceses are not treated in seprrate wards, but
ore accommodatediln such 02 the remaining wards as the nsture of the
disability and circums tences of the time may dictate. The Commiss-
ion &lso Drovides 511 facilities on behalf of other Dominions for.

pen51ﬂued SGldlers of those Dominions who require treatnent.
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10. It was given in evidence that at the 31 Decenber, 1luls,
there cere 28,006 ex-soldiers. resident in Yew South Wales eligible
for mediesl treatment by the dAepatriation Commission. The deily
average number of in-pétients treated for the past seven rears was

civen asi-

1832 248 .2
1923 269.7
1824 275.2
1935 344,06
1236 386.1
1937 407 4
1938 428 .4

and the daily average number of out-vstients for the same years:i-

1932 18¢.32
1933 203.85
1234 202.42
1933 211.93
1¢38 223.4
1537 206.86
1958 234,35

Instead of the average diminishing, as wight be expected, it will

be noted that it has increased in recent yesrs. This is explained
by the fart that the averaze age of returned soldiers is now about
42, and that =8 thelr ages ineresse .ore sre applying for admission
to hospitel. 4lso, e their ages incresse there is an increcse of

the lencth of their stay in hospital.

11. It was stated in evidence thet the correct capecity of the
Randwick Hospital is 359, but that use ass been made of verandahs,
and the sccépted esteblishment is 477. At the date of the Comaittee's
visit the number of petlents in hospital was 502. The Committee
was impressed with the efforts wede to catler for the treatment and
comfcrt of the petients, but it was apparent that the lay-out of the
institution necessitated the staff being umch in the cpen in all

weathers, besides being inconvenient in other ways.

12. It .aust be realized that most of the buildings occupied
are of a temporary nature, were erected hurriedly and at a time when
‘it wee not expected that treatment for so large a number would have
to be continued for such a lengthy oeriod s now seems nessible.

They zre now in the 25th. year of their life and .ainten-
ance charges are conslderable. + weg stated in evidence that in
1907 an sumount of £5,827 wwas expended un maintenence and in 1933

24,139, From the point of view of economy, therefore, as well z2a

’
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convenience, it would be =n adventage to heve 2 permarent buillding

complete -rith rodern hospiial eguipment and awenities.

13. 4in eandeavour was wode %o ascertain what should be the
amount of accommodction to be provided in such & building, and
inforaation was obtained from the Director-General of tke Hediecal
Services ( Army & Air Forces ) ihet his probable reguirecents, apert
from those of the Reépstriation Commission would Le about 130 beds. «
The pesk regairements of the Repatristion Commission was set down
at 500 beds, and a Lospital wes visualized providing for en ultimate
capecity of 1,000 pstients all told. The cost of such a building

might fpproxircte £500,000.

1<. It wes urzed that tue site should be chosen and a sketch
plan prepared to p:ovide For progressive developaent to this ultimate
cepacity, and that the Ffirst section to =ccommodete 200 beds,be
anoproved to provide for imnediate regiirewents. It uzs suggested
that 2s rfunds could be made sveilsble lster, sections should he
progreassively added towerds the ultimate nbjective, and a proportion-
ate emount of tne accommodation'in tite Lemporary wards sbandoned as

permanent cuarters were made avrilalble.

15. The efforts of the Commiitee to errive at a decisien in
regerd to the building were hsmpered by the f{ct that no plan was
gubnicted to iadicete the size and ciaass of bﬁilaing proposed.
l.oreover, it wes ascertained that because the old buildinzs v.ere ihe
proverty of the 3tute there was & reluctance to spend 1arge sums cn
reaiodelling them, and no authority existed to perait of their
demolition, which might be degirable if it were decided to embark

unen a cumprehensive schene,

Site.

16, At the ouiset of its investizotions tihe Committee was
faced with the fact that the site of the proposed hospital was not
commonwealth property, snd there wos genersl objection to eibarking
upon an exnensive buildinz project unless the Commonwealth could
obtajn the freehold of the land. It wes explained in evidence that
as a result of representatiuns made by the ﬂepatriatioh Comisgion

to the Naw South Wales Jovermment in 1833 that a lesse be granted
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covering such period as the aite might pe requirgd for repeirietion
hospital purzoses or » mininum tera of 20 years, that dovernment
in March 1937, edvised that it was orepared to let the Commission
remain in occupation for 25 yeare subject to a condition. that
vithin 5 yesrs from that date the Commcnwealth ‘Jovernment should
erect modern hospital buildings tc the arnount of £250,000, ihe
type of buildinzs to be subject to the approval uof the inister
of eslth Tor Few South eles. The vhole question .as brousht
before the Commonwealth Cacinet on 11 liereh 1637, when it wos

decided tnet Jurther congideration of the matter be deferred.

17. Laztar tne lepotriastion Commigsion wes instructed To
.ascertain whether the Commonweclth ovmed any lands in suburban
areas in Sydney which might be suiteble for consijeration s an
exchange to the State for 2 title to the land upon which the
Randwick Hospitel is tuilt. The mosh suitable land of this type
apreared to be that “nown as the Randwick :iifle Range, and
preliminery details of the relative valuations of both sites were

then prenared.

13, J3uksegueatly ihe matter sas reaivted to a sub-committee
af OcBinet tc negetiate with tue appropriate l.inister of Lhe
State Jovermnent , but, largely owing to the vreoccupztion of
vinisters with other duties, to the re-allocation of Commonvealth
sortlolios, end the departure of the l'ew HSouth Jales winister
skroad, no mzterisl arozress in tae negotiatiociig had been made

vnen the Comaittee -o.adenczed its inquiries.

ic. .8 a result of the evidence recelved, =nd following
discussion on the sutject in Committee, the Cuairoan of the
sommittee, on 2 Lisy 1039, addressed to tne ..inister for sepabriaticr
a letter in the followiaz terusi=-

n Dear- 3ir,

"Jith reference to the reselution carried in

the House of depresentatives on the &th.decesber, 1358,
recuesting Lhis Coumittee to investizate and report upon
a propcsal Lo srovide a new ncepital at the epatrialicn
denersl Hospital Aandwick, - I am desired vy the Comzitte
to inform sou that after visiting the existing institut-
jon znd nesring the wiews oI’ the verious witnesses exam-
ined it is appareant tast if Lthe rresent and prospective
aeeds of patients and suweff are to ce cetered Tor in a
setislactory winner tnen additicnal anA .iore conveniant
accommol-4ion will he essentizl.
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Ll It was rectesented to the Committee that in sddition to
returned soldiers all necessary accommedstion end treatient
ig provided for menbers of the naval, wilitary znd air {orces
of the Cormonvealth, permenent or trainees. -Vith the =advaice
4in uge of ex A.L.F. wen and the enlaryed Defence pregsrut.e 1t
ig rnticipated thst the nuabers reguiring treat.ent wiil
nrosressivels iacrease so that ithe question vscoues one cf
ingrensing Urgeacy.

The Coumittee, however, Teels ungble to saomit to Ferlia-
went a comorehzasive report in this metter uatil it Lrs antis-
fectory inforusetion in rezegrd to the Comaonsesalth's rihts in
resnect, to the lend upon uhich it is proposed Lo erect a new
hesositsl cndé fuller details of tne bullding 1t is nroposed to
construct.

Site.

In respect of tne slte it has been sdduced in evidence that
the Cormonteslth is ncw in enjomient of 7 .permiggive occupancy
unly, the teris aad conditions of ceceupstion deing tesed .iainly
on levters which prssed cetween ike sriue winister and the
Frenier of llew South wcles in 1923, covering "terms of sgres.ent
One clause nrovides for the renewal "=zs occesion requires®, .
ond it has been awcged on the Compittee that as between Govern-
_ents this might bLe interpreted c¢s giving ithae Commonweslth the
right to.occupy the land &s long #s it wizht be regaired for
tha trestrent of repatriation ceses, end that tue Common~ealth
mizht safely proceed.

Tt is witpin the knowledge of tle Comnittee, wowever, that
in former years one of tae State Jovernments arreed to the
Commoaneslth erectin® = biilaing on State land =2nd just when
+tve “Jomamonwealth was about to courience operztiosns there wes a
change of Jovernment .o the 3tave, and uha new Governnent
dencnded & sum os 160,000 Jor tae lead whi-zh led Lo we abandon-
went of the -srojuct. '

_ ie A bzgis of title of the Randwick Hospitsl eprea ny
Cancilize regerds the existing arrengeseils 28 uneertzin cnl
precerious end does not feel dispcsel to recouend the expend-
iture of soae hundreds of thonsands of pounds ia parcarent
immroverients on lsnd Z.eld under a Agunhtful riht. Loreuver,y tue
Lost effective ise oF the »roverty wight uecessitdle the
demolition or ra.oialling of certein buildinzs on the lend -

2 course obvicusly impracticable while these buildings -re
State property.

Tn view of the uncertsinty zs to the Comaonvealth's right
to the oernznent occupstiun of the propertiy iy Comiittea
considers uhet it cannot proceed urtaer wvith the cnnsideration
of this urgent vroject until 211 doubts s to tn2 site are
derinitely settled..

Absut 18 months sfo = sub-comaittee cf the Commornrwaalth
Cabinet was e.novered teo enter into negouvlations with the
Itate Governzent ror tne acquisition of the Tee siunple of tne
hospitel area Ly the euchenge of portion cf the 0l1d Rendwick
ifle Range, but vorious circumstances hzve couspired Lo prevent
these negotistions resching finality. %t the present time the
3tate Liniscer whio ses eagazed in .ne early negotiations ia
abroad sad the corresmondin, Comidonwealth .inisters have either
relinquished office or are engzged on otheér duties, so tiaat |
to continue the nesctiations oa the Tormer besis would probedly
necegsitate operning the business de novo. ror this resson the
femaittes recomaends for your ccasiderestion that tue State
Jovernment be invited to noriinate avproprizte State Oftricials
who in cocnfereane with corresponiing Coimsonjealth Officizls
aight arrive at a Dasis of excuan:e which could he reconiended
to the respective Governuents for eloption.

Baildings.

4s resards the buildiny pronosed to pe erected, 10 plens
have oeen sub.itted to the Com:ittea ¢ saow the class of
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stmicture contemplated and no detailed estimates ol cost
sre svailable. <To eneble this Coumittse to furnish Parlia-
nent wilth a report su’fieient to &5 ~cquaint ..embers with
211 tae cireaistances of the crse £s to susure ihet the
Gevernanent way rely upon its adoption vitliout adverse
criticism, it is urged thst insirucvions pe iscued to the
Depertaent for the preperetion fortlnrith of sketeh plons

showing:i-
(1) Elevatioa and zround plan of the couplete
buililsg projected; _
(2) Zlevstion and ground plen of the seetlom ol thet
puilding whicn is desired should pe nrovidad
=t oncey
(3) Lay-out ¢£ the idandwsick area showing the position

on the site the completed buildiag will occupy
cnd an indieztion of the rirst section to be
erected. -

It is also desired that an Estimste be furnished of
the cost of the completed buildiag ana of the section now
recomaendad. '

The Committee was inforuel in evidence thot winisterisl
arprovol hiad peen ziven to utilize the services of .ir.
Leignton Iruin,z ell known hosoitel archivect of wnelbourae
=nd 3y3ney,to fssist the ienatristion loumniseion in its
prelininsvry study of tae subject.

Thne Conmittee, in wviéw of tne state.ents iade thai tre
den-rimental sificinls sre working to cepaeity en the lirge
avaber of deience s£od other works in prospect Jsgrees witi
+the vecomaendstion or the Repeitidietion Comwissinn ihet it
would oe of =dvent=ge o Lae Commenweslth to retain the
services of Lr. Irwin 2s Censultent. e hes speeclslized in
hogpital =rchitecture anl egaiprient and ne nizht +#ith civan-
tazge be enzeged ~s Consulvent 1 conneclbion with the ~lanaing
end lay-out of this hospital. '

It is respeciufilly urgad that you give this uatter
your cereful and immediste =tlenuion with = view to plpns
=nd esti.otes of cost being rreprred and transmilied to thils
Commitiee as sarly ©3 possible.

( 82d.) Jos. Francis, Chairaen. "

20. Leter, on 1l august, 1932, represeniatives ol the Comnittee
forued & deputstisn to the iiinister to wwge expedition in the aatter
end vere infor.aed Liet tne question of site had Leen referred tn the
Departaent of derence to gscertain the viewas of th~t Depariment to
the oropossl to pert with ‘a substantial portion ¢f the Randwick Hifle
Renga, The ilinister intimeted that he had reguested that Depert.ent
10 expedite a decision in tile matiery would .iake further representat-
ions Lo the ¥inister Tor Defence,'and inform the Comnittee as soon as
ne received a renly from ... Street.

He informed the Committee that i the meantime he had
sutlorised che lepatriaticn Commissicn to obtain from wr. Leighton

Irwin gsketeh pleng of the proposed building.

21. On the declaretion of wer, in September, the Cheirman of
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the Xepatriation Commission recsived Llinisterisl instructicns that

furtbher =setion ia the direcvion of obiaining gka2teh plene sneuld

he cdelayed for the oresent.

In an effort to exvedite action a letiter w2s rridressed

by the Chairuen to the l.inisier for Repatrietion ( Hon.E.J. Jarrisecr

on the 8th. Deceamber 1639 as follows:-

Dear 3ir,

depetristion General ilognital, andwick, .3.4.

I refar to my letter to yoa of End.liay lret,
and Lo the interview which- representstives cf this
Conmitiee had witu jou in 3ydney on llth.mugust,
193¢, seeking your jood orfiices in an effort co
arrive st finality on th2 guestion of & title to tae
site on which the sucve building stands.

After exhiaustive inguiries tne Comaittee is
sabisfied ihet & new hoguitel is necesgary, and ithal
8 coni-eucanent saculd De wede s esrly es precticeble
in e provision of & peruanent section ol say 200
beds. The existing situsticn is suitable, but the
Cormittee is not able to yresent its report Lo
Barlisuent until the guestion o' the tenare of the
site is settled, =nd the Commitbee hes had an
opportunity of servtinizing the plaas of tle build-
img proposed = both c¢i which iatuers are awaiting
decision by the Zovernaent.

. In Aagust, negotietions were proceeding with
the Stete Government of Taw 3South “Vales for the
exchange »f the fee simple of the hospitel site for
pert of the Reandwick fifle leage area, LUt No
intimaticn has et bheen ruoceived {rom yody 88
nromised, as to the result of such nejotistions.
From other sources the Cemaittee hes leasrned thet,
owing *to the foet that Ausitreiila is now =t war, it
is unlirxely thet the Defence Depsriment will pert
wita ~nv cf its lends, and it is asswuied that the
exciienge ropossl must be re;crded ss abandoned.

o scquire the fee simple of the Randwick Hospital
site thne Coumonwealth could resor:s to compulsory
sequisition under the lends Acguisition aAct, but
that course would probably evoke a elaim for
souething like L70,000. '

The weight of evidence ootained by tae
Committee is to the effect that Tandwick is the
aost suitable sad convenient gite for a fepatriation
Hospital, and while tae i'ee siaple of the land is to
be prelerred, still, naving rcgard to osresent urgent
needs, =ad to the fact that trne outeome of the pres—
ent rer will =ssurcdly uliimately wesn a Jdefinite
incresge ia the nunber of patients to Le trested
by the Repatriation Coumission, the Comaittee is of
the opinion that the -Commonsealih “iovernment might
rroperly proceed wilh the erection of necesssry.
hospital accomacdsation if it could obtain & tenure
of the land which, although short of freeholi, weould
zive reascnable security.

It is therefore recomzendz=d tuat the
Comaonvealth Govern.ent should approach the 3tzte
Govermient of New South Valeg with 2 reguast that
tne Suete Guvernment agree to lease to the Congon-
wealth Lhe whole of the lsnd ncs occcuplied by the
Aenatriaticn Uomziasion and atllised Tor hospital



xii.
" purposes, for & period ol 25 rears, with tie rizht
of Tenewal for such Further period 3s the Conmonwesltlk
may need sale for the purnnse ¢f piroviding medical
Jreatment for .embers of the Commonsealth Forces who
gerved in Lue preseat or nay previous wars

Uron a sstisfactory solution cf the site questior
beinz secured, the Conmittee would raiterste 108
requedl, ol 2nd. Lay, 1239, that it De rfurnished, as
esrly #8 practicable, wivh sketch plens shiviig =

1. Zlevation =nd Sround Plan cf the complete

building »rejected; ,

2, Blavetion and iround Plan of the section cf
tiiat hailding which it is desired should Le
wroviced at onceg :

3. Layout of the dandwick area showing uhe wositicr
on the site the complgted building will veccupy,
eud an indieation orf the first section to be
erecteds . S

zud that an estizrte be “urnished of the cost of the

coapleted hullding, and ¢l a section tc accomandate

200 beds, which, it Les been represented, wcull be

‘suificient to ceet present urgenc needs.

48 the comwletion of its work cn this project hoe
teen ennsidsrebly delsyed Lhrough the insbility of

the respective Sovernuents Lo arrive =, agreetlent ia

respect of tie site, I saould Le grateful it you

would give this satter your eoreful and early
attention.

( 8gd.) Jos. Francis, Chairmaa. ™

23. 4 further letter asking to he inforied of the position
wes 2ddressed to dr. darrison on 6th.karch 1940. The portfolie of
Repatriation hed, hovever, passed to tne ion. 3. A, Street Juring
the secoil week of ilareh, end on the lst. May, 1=40, a communication
was peceived from the Assistant linister for Repatriation (Senator
.
Collett) as follows:-

" Dear Lr. fraicis,

PEPADRIA IO GLUaRAL HCIPTTAL,RLTIICK. 7.5, M

“lith furthor refereunce to our letter
of 13th. 4bril, 1840, on the abcve sabject, I Lave
to advise thet I have nov escervainad the rolluwing
Pacts -rith regard to the prepossl in gquestion.

Megotiations witn the Yeuw South Usales
Government for the trensfer to lhe Coumonvealth of th:
fea simple title to the land on vhich kandwick
Hospital is erected, in exchange for certain Coimon-
weslth lead, had to be ebandoned on the outbreak of
the wer ovin: to the necessity of conserviaz Commen-
weslta londs in the Svdney uwetropolitan area for
emergent defence purpcees. .

T'epotiations. were then comuenced with
the view of securing a lengthy renewal of the lease-
hold temire on which Randwick was previously held by
the lepatriation Commission, but ~hilst these
negetiations were in progress the Govermient reslised
that the strte of war would uiake it necessary to
nrovide hospit#l accommodstion in Few Jouth ‘ales
for the treztuent of vefeuace parsvnnel in large
MLADETS .
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xiii.
n I =zm informed thet the Direchtor-General of l.edical
Services estimates that he will require approximately
1,200 weds for the trectument of Defence ceses in that
Suate.

The Govermuent wes tuus faced with the pcssibility
of havin- to construct a large hospital for Defence ournos-
es, and a new nospital at Raudwick, and in order to assist
it in its deliberztions  the "ar Czbinetl appointed a
gpecial Commitvtee to investizate and report on all agpects
of the matter, and particalarly as to the possibility of
constructing one hospital on an appropriate site in Mew
3outh ‘lales which -could be used for Jefence purposes
during the war and for Repatriation purposes after the
war. 1f this esn he done you will apprecisie thet a very
considerable ssving in Commoawealth funds will result.

1 am informed that the Commitiee appointed by ‘Jar
Cobinet has furnished a report on twhe matter, and that the
whole question will be determined by tne Governuent just
s goon as possible. Cnce thot decision has been resched
I shall again communlcote with you and advise you of it.

(8z4.) Herot. B. Collett.
Assistant Liinister for fepatriation. "

24, On 3rd. wnay, 1940, lir, Street, in answer %o questions in
tre Houge of Representatiﬁes, gtzted tnat for a period of years
difficulty hed Leen experizsnced with rezard to the tenure of the
land on ~hien the Tepatristion Hospitel 2t andwick stands, and,
after csreful consideration, the lcovernment n=d decided to erect a

nevw Répotriation Hospital at Yaralla, Concerd, Tew South ‘jales.

25. - Cn 12th. August, 1940, the Chasiruen, Repetriation
Commission, in accordance with iiinisterial instructions eivissd the

Jommittee of ~he tar Cabinet's decision to acquire sbout 40 acres

of land &t Yerslla, foncord, Few South /ales, Tor the sum ol £l0,000ﬁ
and to erect thereon a periaanent hospital of 600 beds, together withi

hutments to accomnodate 240 patients. It was added thet the inten-
i
tion of the Jor Cabinet 1s that as soon as possible after the wor i

the :en=tristicn Jospital at l2andwick be moved to Yaralla.
RLUCEMIITDAT TSN,

26, Under the circuustznces the Committee is sotisfied that

the necessity for tne provisicn of g »neive permanent accomnodation

for Repatriation purposes ot ;s o longer exists.

/ z e
5. :RHECI?W CHATAIA,

—— <

Office of the Parlismeantary Standing Committee

on Publiec ‘Jorks,

Parlisment Liouse,

Canberra. ..C.T.
14th. august, 1%40.



