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" NINETEENTH GENERAL REPORT.

} To His. Excellency General the Right Honorable Arexanpzr Gore ARKWRIGHT, Baron
e ‘Gowr, V.C, P.C, GCMG, C.B, D.S,O., Governor-General and Commanderin-

' " Chief in and over the Commonwealth of Australia.

May 1 préase’ Your ExceLiency:

of section 11 of the Commonwealth Public Works Committee Act

Inp ice of the req
1913-1936, the Patliamentary Standing Committee. on Public Works hias the honour to submit the following

xeport of its proccedings:—

'L The Committes Eighteenth General Report
ities for tho year ended 3ist December,
\'ving; to tho outbreak of war, few pro-
jeots haye beon remitted to the' Committes for investi-
‘gation sinco then, and a hintus hizs-oceurred in the Com-
mittee’s operations; this report. therefore is designed'
to--cover the: period from, 1st January, 1940; to the
‘date of the.adjournmerit of the; Seventeenth Parliament
‘on 30th. March, 1944,

NINTH: COMMITTEE.

A ent: to' the: presentition of the Eigk 1
General Report; the Ninth ‘Committed dealt with two
‘projects itted to it for investigation, namely :— .

Estimateq;
cost.

e

(a) Repairs ‘and: ,imi:rovefngnts to the
L xf ‘at Port Augusta, S.A, .. 86,600
(b) Ercetio

" Repatrintion Hospital,
Repdwick, NSW. .. .. 189,750

“SUMMARY OF INQUIRIES. .
(e) Repams axp IMPROVEMENTS 70 THE WiARe AT
Porr Avcusta, ‘S.A.

‘8, Thesvharf was originally built by the. South Aus-
tralian Government in 1885. at a cost.of £37,931% and
under the Northern Territory Surrander Act 1908, was
handed over to-the. Commonwealth Government on 1st
January, 1014,

Recommendations.

8. After carefully analysing all the cvid biained
in the matter, the Committee submitted n series of
recommendations as follow:—

(a). That repairs are urgently necessary and should

be put in hand without delay;

(b) That the most satisfactory scheme is that
providing for the renewal of the strusture
}md‘ the widening of the wharf by four

eot}

(c) That, timber piles be used;

{d) That timber decking will meet all require-
ments;

(e) That fendering be omitted;

(f): That. the work to bo undertaken be carried out
by day labour;

(9). That the dredging to be undertaken by the
South Australian Authorities will provide
amplo depth of water for ships likely to be.
using the wharf;

(%) That no good purpose would be served or
material economy effected by any shortening
of the length of the present wharf};

(2) That the wharf is conveniently situated, -and,
with the work now proposed to be under-
taken, will provide all essential facilities,
and generally may be regarded as being
quite satisfactory.

() E or Reearriarion Hosrrraw,

Under the provisions of the Commonwealth. Railway
Aet '1917-1936, the Commonwealth Radlways: Comumis-
sioner is. required' to fuaintain the wharf in a state of
officiency. o .

4, As inspéction had revealed soveral weakniesses, a
proposal’ was submitted for thé tenéwal of upproxi-
mately 310 pilés, the renewal of timber above and below
water, the widening of the wharf by sbout 4 feet to
protect: the ‘too of “the' storie-pitched bank, and_the
strengthening: of the. desigh of the whaif to enable it
'zu carry a load' of :approximately-500'1b, to the square
oot v )

" 8. Tho estimated cost s submitted to. Parli
was-set down ot £34,700.and’ the time ﬁiipd for comple-
ion. twelve moiths fro g ncement.. Dur-
dng the tnking of evidenc plained’ that an
additionsl amount was: later inclided for labour costs,
which brought the estimata up. to £36,500.

Ranpwiok, N.S.W.

7. The instifution known as the Prince of Wales
Repatriation General Hospital at Randwick, N.S.W.
oceupies portion of an area. of 183 acres at the corner
of Avoea and' High' streets, Randwick, on which were
buildings. formerly used as an asylum for destitute
children, The land is vested in the Government of
New South Wales. Tt was from time to time leased
to the Repatriation: Commission, and the last written
lease expired on 31st December, 1937, Subsequently it

has been used by the Cox {th under a
ocenpancy.
8, To provide dation for the i i

influx of patients to be treated, a number of detached
wards of timber and fibro walls and corrugated fibro
roofing was erected,, togéther with laboratory, murses’
quarters, operating. theatrd, laundry, and a. great many
other subsidiary buildings—all of a light construction



and of o temporary nature. So tho position was that
on the area pied by the Repatriation Commissi

the permanent buildings mainly of stone. construction,
and comprising _tho Main Adminjstrative quc}s,,

4

Kitchen Bloek, X-ray 'Depérlménf, Sisters' ‘Quarters, -

and Medieal Superintendent’s Quarters remained’ the
roperty of the State, whilst the other buildings s
indicated above, mostly of a temporary nature, are the
property of the Commonwealth.
9. With the ing need for and’
owing to the inadequacy of the existing hospital the
Committeo was asked to investigate.a propogal io‘r t};q

POy

erection of & new hospitat to contain 450 -beds; ' The *

estimated cost of the proposal was set down at £189,750.

10, During the course of its: invesligutioni!)“tho Com-
amittea. informed the Minister -for Repatriation:~—

“As g basis of title of the'Fandwick Hospital
area the Committes regards the existing arrange-
ments as uncertain and preearious and does not
{eel disposed to recommend the expenditure of some
hundreds of thousands of pounds in permanent
improvements on land held under a doubtful ight.
Moreover, the most effective uso. of the property
might necessitato the demolition or re-modelling
of certain buildings on the land—-a course obviously
impracticable whilo those buildings are. Stato
property.

“In view of the uncertainty as to the Common-
wealt’s. right to the permanent occupdtion of the
property, the Committee: considers that it cannot
proceed further with the comsideration of this
urgent projeet until el doubts s to tho site are
definitely settled”

11. Protracted negotiations between the Common-
wealth and State Governments followed without con-
cluding a. satisfactory agreement in regard to the site.

12. Meanwhile the war had broken out and the
Government was faced with the possibility of having
to construct a large hospital for defence personnel as
well as the Repatriation hospital at Randwick, and War
Cabinet appointed a specinl committec to report as to
the possibility of constructing one hospital on an appro-
priate site in New South Wales which could be used for
defence purposes during the war, and for repatriation
purposcs after the war,

13, On 19th August, 1940, the Public Works Com-
mittee was informed of the War Cabinet’s decision to
aequire an area of lind at Yaralla, Concord, N.S.W.,
and to creet thercon g permancent hogpital, plus addi-
tionnl hutments.. It was added that the intention of
the War Cabinet was that as soon. a5 possible after the
war th. Repatriation Hospital at Randwick be moved
to Yaralla,

Recommendation.
14. In view of these circumstances, the Committee

18. At the first meeting of the Committee, Senator
C, H, Brand was elected Chiairman and Mr. R, James,
M.P., Vice-Chairman,

19, Duyring ity existgnce thd follawing’ matters wore
roférred to.this Cuxixxmi%tee\fol’i ves| lgﬁtioﬁﬁd report,

- namely teq
'!1 W(Y ' " Estimnted
cont.
£
(@) Ercction of Abattoirs, Canberrs .. 56,000
(%) Erection of Temporary Office Build-
-~ ngs, Canberra ‘e <. 80,000
(¢) Nowneg and Baerami Shale Oil Pro-
poggls— -
ewnés .. o 1,118,000
Baeraini® .. . .. 2,814,000
SUMMARY OF INQUIRIES.

reportul to Parlinment under date 14th August, 1940, |

that the necessity for the provision of extensive per-
manent secommodation for Repatriation purposes at
Randwick no longer existed.

15. The Ninth Committce ceased to exist on the dis-
solution of the Fifteenth Parliament, on 27th August,
1940,

TENTH COMMITTEE,

16, Members of the Tenth Committes were appointed
on 11th December, 1940, and their names were pub-
tished in the Commonwealth Gazetie, No, 258, of 10th
December, 1940,

17. Prior to entering upon their duties each member
made and subseribed the Declaration required by the
Commonwealth Public Works Commitlee dct 1913-

(o) Ernottox,.or Avarrorrs, CANBERRA,

20, This was.a proposal for the provision of modera
battoirs of ional dard. The building, was
to be of brick with concrete floors and walls} tlie. rébf
of timber with a fow structural steel meombers and
covered with corrugated asbestos, The two chilling
rooms proposed were to be insulated and gao]q({ by
weans of four separate units.

Provision was mado. for the sccommodation of the
men employed at the abattoi her with laundry,
shower room, lavatory accommodation, dressing: rooms,
individual lockers, and g dining room: : An offica for
the Superintendent and ono for the Meat' Inspector,

with separate lavatory accommodation, were also to be'

provided. The various.pens for cattle, sheep and pigs
were proposed to be reofed over to provide protection
from the wenther while awaiting slaughter., ,

The estimated cost was given at £55,000,

Site,

91, Tho site proposed comprises an, aréa up to 10
seres, situated between the Molonglo River and the
railway to Cooma, adjacent to the railway line from
Canberra to Queanbeyan, and'is distanit about 1§ miles
on the Canberra, road from Queanbeyan. and 6} miles
from Civie. Centre. s

Recommiendations. .

22, After hearing all the evidence submitted the
Committes recommended—

(s) That the existing abattoirs are out.of date and
inad to supply berra’s, growing
demand for beef, mutton, pork, ¥e, and
should' be abandoned;

(b) That new abattoirs be provided but, thay the
cost be restricted to £35,000.

(¢) That failing the practicability of (). the
advisability of securing meat supplies for
the Territory from other approved ‘abattoirs
be explored; .

(d) That on the completion of the abattoirs any
meat killed there and branded with the
requisite stamp be eligible for sale in the
Torritory;

{¢) That the control of tho abattoirs and: the dis-
tribution of meat in the Territory be placed
under the control of u Departmental Com-
mittee and that such Committee be obliged
to submit to Porliament each year o profit
and loss account showing the operations of
the establishment..

"
14

W

(b) Ereorioy or Temporary Orpiop BurLnixas,.

o Canperea,

., 23, This proposa] aimed at the construction of two
now Secrotariat hui]ding.‘;j cach fo contain two floors
with necessary rodation in the 1 for
boiler rooms, cleaners’ rooms, &c. A net office space
of 40,000 square feet was to be provided, plus a
Minister’s. suite of 800 squars feet. “The: specification

'frov;doq for brick walls, wooden floors, and conereto
foundations, Xt was stated accommodation would be

* proyided for between 300 and 400 officials.

The estimated cost was set down at £80,000,

Site.

24, Tho sites suggested were on the slopes of Camp
Hill in line with the existing East and West: Blocks,,
sional Darli

and immediately to- the rear of P:

31, In addition, it was rccommended that the shale
deposits at Baerami should be developed to produce
87,360,000 gallons of crude oil per annum, from. which
would bo extracted 22,303,920 gallons of petrol, together
with other products.

Estimated Cost,

82, The d cost of the 1 plant and
capital required at Glen Davis was set down at
£1,118,000,

Of this amount it was explained that it was expeeted
that the United States Government would make avail-
able under Lend-Lease Agreement machinery to the
value of £500,000,

33 Tl!e opening up of the Bacrami deposit was

FyTm

House.
. Recommendations.
26, After duly considering all the arguments adduced
tha Committee recommended—
(a) That the ercction of further temporary build-
ings in Canberra is. inadvisable, and that
Tiso o o dat

to cost £2,914,000 of which it was expected
that the United States Government would make avail-
able under Lend-Lease Agreement machinery to the
valug of £600,000,

Total Capital Cost,
84, In submitting its report, the Committee drew

any  ad office

quired be provided.in a p atruc- 1 to the eapital cost involved in the Glen Davis
ture; project alone—
. Il . £
™ Tl:%: n:dvnx:tnge b‘}: l:i: %f the exxster:ic:litl): Already advanced by the Common-
istrative Offices to erect thereon a section of wea th .. " . -+ 1,300,000
that building sufficient for present purposes Additional amount approved to enable
. and which later could be incorporated in the output of petrol to reach 9,350,000
permanent structuro; gallons per annum . o 1,137,684
(¢} That us an altefnative the letion of the Additional 1th contribution
Melbourne Block at Civie Centre be pro- to Fish River Water Supply Schems 239,587
ceeded with, To increass petrol production to
(¢) Newnzs anp Bazrast Suate O1n Prorosats, 22,400,000 gallous per annum as pro-
26. The. most widely known of our deposits of shale, posed by the American Mission .. 1,118,000
and the most extensive yet discovered in New South The capital provided by the Common-
Wales is that known as the Newnes-Capertee deposit, wealth at Glen Davis will then
Forsome years efforts have been made to.extract the ol amount to- . . . 8,195,171
contained in this dep-usit with varying success, In addition the New South £
27. In 1937, Parliament ratified the National Qi Wales Government has
Pro};nletm'y Lﬁx;ed Agre;:megb A¢t under which advanced .- o 168,000
capital was to ded the 1th and 1 i -
New South \Y:ule.erovernment,, and the' National Oil '\‘;:-;gr:rmeLD?;Iiwod‘ﬂ Plf:s‘
Proprietary Eimited to the extent of £686,000; with nvested " 325,000 491,000
tho object of producing 8,000,000 gallons of 'inotorspirit h v 4 .
. and 15,000 tons of fuel il per annum. Making the total ecapital in the
»* Further sif$ Were made available at subsequent dates venture .. .. .. 4,286,171
uitil the venture was capitilized nt £1,800,000;, of T

which the Commonwenlth: had' provided £1,300,000,
28, Later, estimates submitted by the company and
the Government directors on the Board indicated: that
o further amount of £1,137,634 wns needed to bring
the venture to-the stage at. which an output.of approxi-

gallons of petrol per annum might be

How the Committce Viewed the Project,
1:5. In the body of its report the Committee pointed
out:—
. “During, tho course of its inquiries it was
Iy borne. in on the Committee that this

wately 17,000,000 galions of crude oil, and 9,350,000
3}

New Proposal.,

29, By with the G of the
United States of Ameriea, and at the request of the
Commonwealth Government, a Mission of American
éxperts arrived in Australin towards the-end of 1042,
to inquiro inte- the development of liquid fuel from
deposits of shale.in this country,

30. Thoe propossl submitted by them was to
aecelerate the present dcheme of production at Newnes
(now known as Glen Davis), to 17,000,000 gallons of
erude oil per annum, and, by the addition of plant, to
bring. the total production to 39,200,000 gallons of
crude oil per annum from which would. be produced
approximately 22,400,000 gallons of petrol per annum,

* together with- diesel oil, gas oil, wax, fuel ol and coke.

project could not be considered from the ordinary
commereial standpoint, but must be regarded from
a national point of view. The Committee has
formed a definite conclusion that petrol of a satis-
factory quality ean be produced from Glen, Davis
shale, but the cost, having regard to the loss of
Customs revenue, would bo gt least twice that of'
imported petrol. On. cconomic grounds, the estab-
lishment. of the industry is not warranted, and it
could be justified ouly on the importance for
national considerations: of developing an Aus-
tralian oil industry, The extent to whichk Aus
tralia can. afford to exploit its own oil resources at
this cost must depend. upon national policy, and
would appear to be outside the scope of this Com-
mittee’s inquiry .



g

Recommendations,
36, After considering all sspects of the question the
Committee recommended -

(a) That attention ho concentrated on increasing
the output at Glen Davis, and no actioy bo
taken to develop Baerami for the present;

(5) That a pilot retort of the Renco type bo
erected at Glen Davis for trial under work-
ing conditions;

(c) That such parts of the equipment for ‘the
Renco retort as are availablo in Australia
be impressed, unless utilized in essential
war work;

(d) That approval be given to the expendituro of
£402,537 18 the Commonwealth's quota
towards the coinpletion of the Fish River
Water Supply Scheme;

(¢) That an_endeavour bo made to. nduco the
New South Wales Government to bear o
greater  proportion of the expendituro
1nvolved in this proposal;

(7) That necessary action. be taken to aceelerate
the development of the housing schemo at
Glen Davis;

(g) That on the termination of the

ELEVENTH COMMITTEE,

239, Members of the Eleventh Committeo wore
appointed: in the Senate on 30th September, 1943, and
‘in the Houso of Representatives on Ttk October, 1943,

Their names wery: published in the Commonwealth
'Gazetle, No. 225, of 21st October, 1043, oo

40, At tho first meeting of the Committee on 141k
Qctober, 1943, members made nnd subseribed the
Declaration: required by. the Commonwenlth Public
Works Committee dct 10131936, and Mr, R, James,
AP, was elected Chairman and Senator 0. A, Lanip,
Vice-chairman,

41, Sines its appointment, the following works huve
been referred: to- the Committeo for investigation and
report, namely :— .

(a) Additions to the Government, Dffices known as
“West Block *, Canberra;, T

(8) Erection of Arbitration Court Building,
Melbourne;

(c) Erection of a new Hostél, Comborra;

(4) Bacrami Shale Oil Proposal,

COMPLETED INQUIRIES.
42. The Commitice has dealt with two of theso

sbout September, 1948, for the disposal .of
the Glen Davis petrol in bulk to. Pool
Petrolenm Propriotary Limited, the matter
of marketing Glen Davig petrol beo:
reviewed;

(k) That preliminary overtures be opencd with
Commonwealth Ojl Refineries imited to

s and has prosented roports in connexion there-
with, namely ;—

secure their participation in the distrih
of Glen Davis produats;

{¢) That fresh arrangements be entered into with
the National Oil Proprietary Limited to
give the Commonwealth a Proportionate
share of profits. if and when the venture
shall have become a suceessful commereial
proposition;

() That Parliament suthorize this Committee to.
extend its inquiry as to the possibility of
doveloping other shale deposits in Australia,
and, at the same time investigate the possis
bility of extracting oil from conl;

(k) That provided machinery to the valus of
£500,000 is supplied under the Lend-Leaso
Agreement, all arrangements be. mads to
obtain the equipment necessary for the
development of Glen Davis for t o produe-
tion of 89,200,000 gallons of erade. ol per
snnum to produce 22,400,000 gallons of.
petrol per annum, but that the order for
Renco retorts be not deeided upon pending
the receipt of reports that the pilot. plani
to bo installed at Glen Davis. has proved
that the Renco retors is suitable;

(¢} That the Minister in.charge: be furnished with
& progress report at least quarterly, setting
out work done, particulars of production
and prices. received for products,

LULL IN COMMITTEE’S ACTIVITIES,

87. On account of lack of references received from
Parliament, no meetings of the Committee: were held
from 22nd August, 1841, to 18th Februavy, 1943,
During this period the Secretary of the Committee was
seconded for duty ag Seeretary, Man-power and
Resourees Survey Committee, and on the termination
of ita nctivitics, as S retary, War Expendi Com-
wittee.

The Clerk to the Commitice was absorbed into tho
general staff of the Joint House Department.

38. On the dissolution of the Sixtecnth Parliamont
on 7th July, 1943, the Tenth Committee coased to exist,

Estimated
cOst.
{a) Additions to the Government Offices
own as “West. Block”,
Canberra, . e .. 54,000
Erecti of  Arbitrati Court,
Melbourne ., .. oo 118,500
112,500

SUMMARY OF COMPLETED IN QUIRIES.
(8) Avprrions 10 “ Wesp Broox”, Oavprepa.

48. With the-growth. of dopartments and the inerease
io' the number of officials accommodated: in the
Secretariats, these buildingsori inally intended only
for skeleton staffs for a limite period, have proved
quite inndequate, and resort has been had to various
oxpedients to meet the difficulty. Corridors and
balconies have been converted into offices, small addi-
tions have been made, but cven this has not given the
desired. relief, ang- private: premises have heen leased
in various partg of the city. .

44, The proposal submitted for considerntion aimed
at the extension of West Block towards the south-west
in the form of a wing comprising first, second. and part'
of third floor lavel with, and in architeetural harmony:
with, the existing building,

The total floor area within the external walls wag
proposed to b 20,616 square feet, and’ would provide
nccommodation for about 120 persong;

45. The estimated cost of the proposal as submitted
to the Committeo wag set down, gt

£
General building works . « 37,384
Preparation and Tevelling of site - 3,784
Hot water heating . . w5452
Pneumatic tube servieo . . 450
Carrier system . o « 1,500
Spiral staireaso between first and second
loors .. .. . . 200
Sound proofing of ceilings .. . 806
Extra drainnge, wash: basins, &e, . 200
Small service lifts between firat and second,
oors . . . . 30
Electrieal work - .. 4,000
54,000

. o Recommendations.
40 After inspeoting thy bt and idering
the: ovidence submitted. the Commi ded

(a) That steps be taken at the carliest possibla
moment to amoliorate present overcrowdud’
conditions in tho Department of Extornal

o . Affairg;

‘* (b} That the most satisfactory prospect of obtain-
o ing reasonable and: early relief is by the:

extension of West Block as proposed H
(¢) That high priority be allotted to the Project
- - and assistance’ seeured from the Allied
orks Council to enable. the extension to

P . be completed with expedition; .

(d) That the approval given by Pailiament in
1928 for the oreetion of Permanent
Administrative Offices be implemented as
soon as. practicable; .

(). That a. complete survey of the requirements
of all Departments coneerned: be made by
an inter-departmental committee with #
view to the allotment of the spneo that
will. b availablo in West. Block amongst
all Departments;

(f) That additional space is desivable. for vesearch
work in the” Department of External
Affairs, and it is sugpgested this be taken
into: consideration by the proposed’ depart-
mental commitice;

(g) That the suggestion that some.gecommodation
be: provided in Canberra on the: lings of
Postal Institutes in capitnl cities does not
come within the scopo of the present refer-
ence, but.ig a subjeet that might well engage
the attention of the appropriate autliority,

(b) Ercomion or Arvrrmation Covnr BuiLpive,
Merrourne,

47, This was a proposal to ereet in Melbourne a
building to date the C 1th Court of
Coueiliation and: Arbitration which, for some time has
teen. functioning in. rented premices.

48. An area of land having a frontage of
66 ft. 5} in, to Little Bourke-strect by a depth of
125 ft, .along Little Queen-streot and: facing the High
Oourt Building was purchased. b - Co 1th:
in 1939 for the sum of £12,500,

On this block it wag proposed’ to erest a building of
reinforeed eonerete frame on o stono base, and with
cream brick veneer to north, west, and' for' approxi-
mately 20 feet of the east elovations.

48; Two alternative plans were submitted for the
ideration of the Commi Scheme 1 provided
for a. building with bagement, ground floor, mezznnine
floor; and first,, second, and third foors to cost approxi
mately £76,600: Seheme 2 lated, in additi

(¢) That the building to be erected bo taken to
the full height of eix stories. allowed in the
aren ‘in which it is located ;

(d) That a reference library be provided in. the
building;

(ey That a Hbrarian be appointed whose services
would bo available to parties appearing
before the Court;,

(f) That amplo accommodation be provided in
the Cowrt for representatives appearing
before the Court;

(9) That the Judges’ Benels in the main Court be
of a size capable of accommodating fivo
Judges if necessary;

(k) That a cloak room be provided;

(i) That the sccond floor bo replanned to
admit of bettor aceess to the general office,

INQUIRIES INCOMPLETE,

61, Inquiries in respect of the undermentioned
public works are incomplete—
Ereetion of a new Hostel, Canberra,
Bacrami Shale Oil Proposal,

WORKS NOT REFERRED FOR INVESTIGATION.

Attention has on o provious occasion been drawn to
the fact that complaints haye been voiced in the
Senate and in the House of Representatives that the
Government hag embarked on costly public works con-
cerning which Parliament bas bad no detailed
information,

Under the original ‘Commonwealth Public Works
Commiittes Act, No, 20 of 1018, which was modelled
on the New South Wales act,, it was mandatory for
the Government to. refer to the Committee for investi-
gation and report to Parliament gll public works the
estimated completed cost of which was £25,000 or over,
exeeptiig such works for Naval or Military Defenco
as might bg exempted by Order in Counejl from: tho
operation of the aet,

Tn 1936 the act was amended and the mandatory
c.onse replaced by section 15 (1.} of the prosent act.
which provides that—

“A Minister or any Momber of the House of
Representatives may move that any proposed
work, the estimated. cost of which excesds £25,000,
shall bo roferred to the Committes for report.””’

This. in effect completely nullifies. the ariginal pur
poso of the act, which was that Parliament should be
kept continually advised of the manner in which the
money it appropriates is Being expended, and practie-
ally subordi tho activities of the Committes to the

i y 1N y
fourth, fifth and sixth floors, which would be available

as genersl Commonwenlth Offices, and was estimated:

to cost £118,500.

Recommendations,
50, After Inspeeting the.existing accommodation and

will of the Govornment rather than to the wishes of
the Parliament.

It is obvious that members have unot the opportunity,
nor have Ministers the time to serutinize the details
of all such expendil and satisfy th lves that the
\»;gr}t is necessary and is planned with due regard to

hearing. the evidenco of a. T er t
of the porsons using or aszocinted with the Conrt, the
Committes recommended—

(a): Thut steps be faken to provide more suitable
aecommodation for the Arbitration Court
in Melbourne as early ag practicable;

(8). That provision be made. in the new- building
for four court rooms 3

¥ and economy..

The Committee believes that all ‘Commonwealth
works of magnitude—excepting only those where
seereey is desirable for seeurity reasons—should be
subjected to examination by the Public Works Com-
mittes, and is of opinion that if this were donp publio

_confideneowould he assured, and any possible suspicion

allayed.



AMENDMENT OF THE. ACT
1t is now over 30 yeprs ninge' the on(mll Act was
pasted, and conditions and m: alues which have:
slhng«l in three Hecades wuy thé ‘tirhe. has
ariived when the kot and regulat ight Feasonably-
bg overhauled with the object of ing. them more
intp keeping with inoderi eonditions,

i

2 Tka ‘Coinmittes, hiving: receiv
the.secretary, Mr Gerald Whitsfo
!;am;th lic. Spmoe, desircs: to phce on record. ita.
ApRE ‘of the excellent manner in which lie has
earried out tho arduots. duties associated with the
activities of the Oommxtlee and’ the. mlerprenhon of'
the act.

Many.sihtricato: and: diffieult matters have. been
réferredto this:and-previous Committeesby the Parlia-
ment; and his: courtesy, uﬂiclency and great knowledge

RETIREMENT OF SECRETAﬁY T0 THE
COMMITTE

plimlnon that
, ix ‘about.to retire

of the detailed work of the ‘Comiittee. have greatly
ficilitated its deliberations, matennlly luutmg it. in
m:hng -many val
time

Alm' service with the State of Ncw South Wales
fréh 1897 .and' with ‘varios Odmthoawealth Depart-
ments from 1§01, Mr. Whiteford was hppomted as
seefotary-1o the Comxmmm at; its inception, in 1915,
and this Committee- \exprestes its re at dm his long

md hjnouble Ereer is b}n;ng ' m

R. JAMES, Ohm'mln.

Oﬁice of. b Pkﬂmmcﬂtn}y Sthndmg Golnmntee on
t Piblie Worh,

Pkrlib.ineht Hduse,' ‘Canbérra,
lsth. May, 1944,

-

szeoo

Printér, Canberra,



