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I present the Report of the Parliamentary Standing

Committee on Public Works relating to the following subject :-

The erection of the Batman Automatic Telephone

Bxchange in Flinders-Lane, Melbourne.
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10+ Public Works Committee = Hoforsnce of Work - Batman dutomatic Telephone

Suchange, Fiinderg~ Lane, Helbournes « ¥rs Larsarini ( Minister for
Yorks end Houaing ) moveé, by leave, Thaty in accordance with the
provisiong of the Commonwealth Public vorks Copmittes Act 19131935,
the following proposed work be roferred to the Parliamentaory Standing
Committee on Public Verks for investigation and repcrt, namelys~

The eraction of the Batwan Automatic Yelephone Exchaonge in Flindera-
Lane, lielbournes

tire Lazzarind having 1aid on the Table plans in connexion with the

proponed work -

Question - put and passed.

LIST__OF__ WITHZ9SES.
Earggraph in “videnge.

DOYSE,. .., Tuperviging Bnglaser, Telephone Equipment, Central

Ldministration, P.i.G's. Department, Helbourne

PLEMING, J¢, Chief Hechanical nginder, Department of Works

and Housilng, lelbourne 83

GRPGE, HeK., Telephone Mansger, Standard Telephones & Cables
- Pty. Lids, Alexandria. HeSeHs i

HAYES, H.VeV., Supsrintending Sngineer for Victoria,

PM«GYs Department, Melbouras 57

REED, HeJsSey Building Surveyor, City of Heltourne 25
ROLLAND, HoM., Director of Architécture, Departsuent of Works

and Housling, Helbourne 75004

STRAKGE, N.¥., Chlef Inspector of Telsphones, Jentval

Adninistration, PJi.G's Department, HMelbourne 90

TRENAR, H.C», Cheirman and Managing Dirsetor, Btandard Telephones

and Cableés Py Ltds, Alexandria. HeSe¥a
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The Pazlismentery Standing Committes on Publis Works to
which the Houss of Representatives referved for investigation
and repord the question of the eatablishment of the Batman
Automatic Telephone Cxehange in Flinders-Lane, Melbourne, has
the homour o repert 28 Lollows s=

AHIRQRUCTION.
Tua ity Hetwork.

It was explained to the Committee, when evidence was being
taken in g¢onneation with the Russell Txchange in October, 1945,
that the development of telephone facilities for the City of
Helbourne was being planned in a compreshensive manner to include
an officlent and satisfactory service for the whole of the City,
and, with this object in viaw, it was Gecided to divide the area
into four districts = City West, Batian, Ruasell and Oivie.
City West is already established; Russell has now been spproved
and work will start on the building shortly; Datman ia now
veferred to the Comniittee for investigationy and Clvic is
projected for ths futura to complete the City network as
dovolopxﬁcnt at the other thres exchenges makea 1t neceseary to
provide the fourth exchunge, in the Civic area.

2
* For some yesrs it bag been necessary te rely on & aystem of

borrowing spaee in various esteblished exchanges in order to
supply lines to subsoribera in busy parts of the city, where
automatic equipment wes not dvallable. This method of maintaining
telephons liﬁii‘nmwﬁh@u&"iin;h!z‘hi‘#kmm made possible dbeoause
the ewisting exuzbunges bed been established with provision for
development over a nusber of years sheads Hpwever, the uee of thie
development space has now made it impossible te supply new lines
in the normel way until the proposed new exchanges are established,
and provision is made in the various sones so thal eagh zay ba
able to supply its appropriste equipmant snd serviee.
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The oise now t0 be condidered desls with the propesdl to
establish thé new Batuan Autonatis Bxshanges A site has besn
adguired on the nerthers sids of Flinders Lins, between Smwasl
and Hoylan Lanek, io @ esotesd portien of ths Seiman miws, and
plana have baen prepared for 8 hutlding 1o mdeomuodate tha new
autenetic telephens exchianges

de N )
It ie &)éo proposed to teke the building to the maximum

neight #llowed and ¢ ke the axiia fiedrs for office sacomuodation
to house offiecials of the PostumstersGeneral's Depariment who are
et present scattarsd in varieus ranied premises in the city.

The estimated total cosi involved in establishing the Batman
Exchange s £300,000 made up aa follows 3=

-

L
%ﬂdy egquirad 28,680

[3] ste 7 stotwy building conaisting of
;:gims, Gr«ung and six uppsr Llsers 376,550
Hpterial

A g &n Exghange F4005000

A% ci.t.y Went Loy traffic to
and :rom JBatuen xehang 10,4000

et O a:. r, lublari,btrs
¢omawon battery manaal equipaent

for sutozatic working. iS00, 4184000
At Tuseell Txshabge s £60,000
Ap City West Sxehenge 8:000 .
Submpribepsd Bquipuent. ) 54,000

j ’gon o% agt.oramenk to cables.

fov aubeseibera and ézmq‘c.iom
line peticulagin

aking into aa taﬁml
b i !113,36@ .
) n-k-_rim ~252000. 36,000
aral fatration churges on material
o Yatour 43,000

an 4 A



3
'1‘119 odtimate of Z£178:650 Lor the bhuilding snd services wes compiled
in January, 1948, and was based upen the ruling rates snd eomditions
operating At that timee It was smphasised, in avidescs, that there
is & gonstant upward movanent in bullding costs dovering materials,
and particularly lebour which ham regently besn swarded a 10% increass
in wagens Owing io this treamd in cests it is ispossible o eatimate
with great sceuraey for wark which will be carried out at a fulure date,
The detnils of estimated goste included in the ebove smount. are as
Lollow =

. E%& , £1215000
Praparation of site, removals & demplition £5600
ing 280

Sewerage dra“ ge

Stormwater 300
Water dervice 800
Fire Service maine, hydrants and
extinguishers 1,100
{Alr~Conditioning (Ground %o Seeond
£1loors incluaive) 10,200
‘Heating and ventilation of Basement,
{ncluding battery exheust system 1,280
Radiation system (3rd to 6th floors
inglusive) 1,780
Lavatory & kitchen exhaust systems 920
Vacuum cleaning aystem 1,080
Hsating Plant 2,110
Hot water Supply System 1,140
Incinerator 250
Paggenger & Goods Lifts 20,200
Cafeteria squipment 4,000
Sump Pump and £ilter Clesaning equipment 380
Basement Trolley, Travalling Cpane and
Cat Head 1,360
Bleotrie light & Powsr installations —2a30..
Totel cost of Bullding & Services E175, 550

It is catimated that the expenditure, sxclusive of sdministration
charvges £43,000 and sits £26,550 will de aistributed over four
augcessive financial years as followa =

ek
Batman Exchaonge Bullding £80,000
Cable Rekiculation 6,000
Contingoncies ks W00 £87,900
Batnan Exch og £80,000
Cable Roticmion 15,000
Contingencies 22000 o BE00,000 ...

Forward £127,900
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Forward £187,900
dage/50
Bataay Exehange Buildi, £75, 650
Exchange Bquipment & 260:000
Junetion Bquipmont 6,000
Subseribers Equipment 2,800
Equipment Installation Costs 304000
Cabla Reticulation 15,000
Contingencien BB R00., £414,050
Exchange Bquipment £140,000
Junction Bquipment 4,000
Subsoribsrs"Bquipnent 84500
gqu%gmnt, in-tauuucn Costs 24,000
ontingenoies - .
o o
BECIION 2
SORITIEE'S  INVESTIGATIONS.
Sansrad.

s The Committes visited the aite which has been scquired

for the proposed building, and took evidence reganding the

architectural work from the Dirsctor of Architegture, Department of

Worke and Housing, Melbournv. The main principles of the proposal,

from the point of view of ithe Postmaster~General's Department wers

given in evidence by the Supervising Enginser of Telsphone Equipment,

and evidencs was slso taken from officiels and technicianm responsible

for the proviaion and maintensnce of the building and services, and ctherse

7
) The Comaittee studfed the plass &nd also paid viaits of

inspsction o workehops in Melbourne and Sydney where Austiralisn-made
squipment is in procesa of manufacture.

Basaons.Sor. Sha Provosals

This perticulex exchange is essential to cater for telephone
development in the westérn portien of the olty. It is snticipated that
there will be subatantisl davelopment in the City ares, in addition
to the serisus lag which hag develepsd as & resuli of the drastic
surtailment of the normal prograause during the war. It is represented
that, unleas the Batmen Exchnnge, together with the other projects
planned, ars sstobiiahed it will not bs possible io provids t,d}ophono
faoilities to applicants for thes. The business and mdnl,trg.ull? setivities
of the City will be seriously hamparsd if the Deprriment i not able to
sater for all the services required,



Se
Lask of teiephone fucilities alee adversely affects other important
matters sush as housing and the rehabilitation of returned soldiers.

4% the presant time there sre approximately 80,000 cutatanding
epplidatione for telsplivns faeilities in Austvalia, 68,000 of them
being in metropolitan mreas, and the main Qifffculty confronting the
Depsrtement in the provision of services is lack of buildings and
skilled staff. The position regarding bulldings is most acute, and
until progresn in this respect can bé sceelersted thers is no esrly
prospect of any substaniial improvément.

On a eonservative estimate the loss of revinue owing to the
Depariment's inability teo provide all facilities is £2,000,000 per
annume

It 1 planned to provide for the anticipated growih in the ares
West of Elizabath Street for a period of 20 yeara.

2iis.

The site acquirsd for the building is on the north side of
Flinders Lene, between Queen and ¥illiam Streete, and the dimensions

are as follow ¥~

Frontage, fecing Southy in Flinders Lane 58 Th. 6% in.
Bast Bounderyy Samuel Lene (10 £t. wide ) 186 £%. 8% in.
Wast Boundary, Hoylan's Lane { 12 £t. wide ) 143 4. in.
Area 8,826 square feat.

The Coummittac was assured in evidenca thet the lend is suitable
for the bullding and it is safe to erect such & atructure upon it,
although it has begn dscided to allow for "pile" foundations at the
southarn end of the building owing to the Laot that ths neighbouring
building in Queen Streat hed to "plle® itd foundations.

Street Alicanest aod Captdievering Hoper Floords
10.

When the projert was in lts initial slages the Welbourne City
Council, indigated that 1t would be appreciated If the Ground Floor
8ould be get back 4 L. 6 ine 0 permit of a 9 L. wide footpath being
gonstyucted, The. plane show that ¢his has beén provides for but that
the Kexganine, lsty; Znd, Srd and 4th floors are to ba cantilevired
to extend $o the pressnt bullding alignment, the 5th and Sth floovs
helng sat hack 4 L 6 in to the new slignment,
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The question of street alignment was exanined, and the
Cosmitiee sought evidense rogarding the effeet of locel vegulations on
the propessl to cantilever gome of the floors over the footpath.

Inquiries rovealed that the eriginal dirawings of the plens
now. before the Committes wers ¢ompleted in 1944, and, prior to this
perdody eertain other buildings were erected in Melbourne with the
upper floors canitilevered over the footpath, the Qivie Authorities
havipg sgreed to the sadsption of that methed of eunstruction. However,
the Victorian Widening of Streets Act; 1040; provides that, on new
buildings in certain streets, cantilavering of upper floors over the
footpath shall not be pormitted, unless e Dy-law, speeifically sanctioning
ity is passeds In 1944, the Council sdopted a reqummendation of the
Building Regulations Commitiee to the effect that this type of bullding
definitely should not be permitted,

Since the matter was ralsed by the Comnittee diseussion haas
taken place betwaeen the City Council suthoritise and officisls of the
Dapartment of Works and Housing and tha Postumapter-Gessrsl's Department.
The resuli ia thaet it will now be posaidle o amend the plans for the
Batman bullding so thet the whole of ths Flinders Lone elevation wili
conflorm to the new street slignments This can bhe made practicable by
utilieing mome of the space originally propoged for future axtension on
the second floor. The Comnittes recomnends that such amenduent of the
plans be effevted.

13.

A provision in the plans for a 3 ton hinged cathead, to be
uged for unlosding geods from Samuel Laney was also found to be gontrary
to esuncil bye-laws; unless due notice ia given to the eity mushorities
vhan off=loxding would oscuy, Arrsngezents ave 10 be made for this
¢ondition to e complied withe

Altheugh it is affirmed thai thée Comwonwsalth building preposals.
ars not subjest to scrutiny by the eivie authorities 4t is the opinion
of tha Committes, in the light of evidenge in the inquiries fatoc Loth the
Russell and Batman telsphons exshangesy thst it would be of ecasiderabls

advantage 1f plans of sll propossd Comsonwasith buildings were forwarded
to the City Coungll for their informatien, Ressrds of plans would be of
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grant aspistancs {0 the Ceunsil by giving informaticn relstive o
problemy conpeeted with streets and properties in the vielaity of
Comuonweslth swwed huildinge, and full cpllaboration in a1l cases would
bring valuable restites 1% 48 therefore resomsended that some puitabls
course be siopted to nshieve this ebjact.

15
* Appreciation by the Depsrtment of the Cummittee's suggestions in

this inquivy wes expressed in evidence, mnd elthough automitic telephene
exohanges have gomé to be regarded lergely #s standardised in meny
respscts and inquiry intc them as unneceseary duplicstion, 1t has beep
clearly ahown in the evidence on both the Rubséll end Batman exchenges
thet proposais involving such large expenditure on buildings and equiprent
#5111 demend carsful investigation by the Public Verks Committess

16
' The completed building will comprise Dasement, Ground,

Hezzanine and six opper floora, and the btotsl area will be 68,570 sqefte

17
* Begemegt ~ This will extend over the major part of the site,

exeluding only an area adjacent to the nerthern boundery. 7That area

has besn ocmitted to avold the expense of underpinning the adjoining buildings,

The basement will accommtodate the Cable Tunnel, Battery Reosm
and Powsy Reom for the exchange, and also a 9withbh Room, Boiler Room and
Alr-Conditioning and Meahanicsl Equipment Roose

18,

Oround, Nezzanine, Flrat ang Seoopd Floorg - Thess floors are
provided to house the sxchange equipwent, the propoded placing of which
has bean shown on the plans. The sacond f£loor, however, will be used
mrinly for offine accomsosation at prsssnt, until it is reguired for
equipment at & later atage.

19 . .
' Tated Fiear ~ An area of 1,140 sq. £3. 18 t0 be made availeble

for subdivision into office sccommodetion, and the remsindsr of this fiocor
will be uged for cafetaris, kitvhen, snd spece for rest, reading and
reereation rooma, in conformity with the prastiocs now being followed in
Commonwealth bulldings of this charaster.
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20,

.

Eounih, FA55h s04.Ghatl Figors = Thess floors sre to be

sub~divided ints orffice mepommodation and will provide 23,360 sqe £t
EByidence given to the Committea ahowed that this spmds will all be
heeded by officlals of the Postmaster-Gsnoral's Pepartument who will
e traneferred from rented prémised in veriocus parts of the City.

2.
Ldeht. Courtse ~ It hes been punalble to docate the bage of

the 1ight anglé at ‘the 811l of tha Brad floor windows, sui to avold sete
backs below that point owlng to the fact that the Ground, et and 2nd
floors, being used for axchange equipnent which pbairucts the natural
lighting; will require to be artiffcielly lighted. A certain smount

of sdditionel natural iightiFor thess floors will be provided by the
windows facing Flinders lans. .

82
* The ool = Thore will be & flat roof, waterproofad with wmineral.

sasphalt or bituminous felt protecied by & cement~-tile wearing surfags.
Proviplon will Le smadey below the roof grading, for insulation. It was
explained, in evidence, that a flat roof will prove satisfactory provided
1t is well made with good material, and care will be taken to ensure
that a reliable roof will be conatpucted.

83. Flgoring < The floore throughout the building will be trembed
with materiala to sult the use which will be made of them. Linoleum on
conerete will be used for the exchange floors, while for the office mpace
wood 1aid on battens fixed to concrete will be used. Lobbiles and stairs
will be of terrazzo, and the baktery voom floor will be of asphalti.

-2 1Y
Agtornal walis. god.cedlinge ~ The entrance lobby wiil have

walls of marbis, while most of the other walls will be of hard plaster.
A gertain smount of tiling will be ueed in the kitchen, and ceilings
throughout the buildicg will be of pledters

25+ Gonateuckion :

The bullding will be of steel framed atruoturs with reinforced
conerete £icorse The Postmaster~General's Department has requeated this
typs of atructure as id lends itself to alterations which might become
neQeassry by iater sdvances in type of equipwments The externsl walls will
be of reinforded gonerste with an dnner lining of terra~gotis lumber on
the airecenditionsd £1loors. Internil paretitions will be of tarrasestia
Sawbere
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The opigisal propossl provides that the main srehitectural featurs
will comprise the fenestration to the Lyont elevaiion, extending over
the Mepsarnine, Citaty sacond, third end fourth floors. This will
terminage on the western side againet & styuetural uembes,whiohylnoloddsng
a shopt return on the west wally will be faced with the asne paterisl
a8 1s used PTér the baess Howevar, the eiiminstion of the ésptileversd
portion will necessitate slight eltération to the ¥linders Lane facade.

The external wall finished, as planhed, will provids for the facade
1o Fiinders Lane and the short returns to Samuel and Koylan's Lanes to
be faced with special cremm Lricks, Selow these brickas will be  bass
of polished atone venesr such &3 {rachyte, or & facing of structural
giass, The elevations to Samuel and Moylen's Lanes will be cemant
renderaeds

The surrounds of the windows to the two upper floors will be simply
treated with noneferraus metel fraues projectioy slightly from the face
of the buildinge

Enginesring deryices.
28, ’

Maohanical ventilation will be provided in the Dasement, and full
aip-conditionlug will be installed in all the exchapge Lloors in order
to enpurs efficient operstion of the automutic tolﬂphbne svitohing
apparatuse.

Other anglneering services which will be instelled will provide
for hot water, heating, gavbage incineration, vacuum clesning, and
cafetoria cooking egaipments

There will be two passenger slsvators and a goeds 1ife, while holsts
snd eranes will bé provided t6 handle heavy spparatus for the baseusnt
and. equipment flocree

The ratios in maneweaks of ode trade toé anctber are not the saue
1n 8 ity bullding as in & house, and sows Lrades &re eapléysd on the
foraer and not n the latters It Is setimated that the totml manswesks
for this bullding would be ,%47 ineluding sll trades.
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Of thix amount of Lebour 974 men-weeks are in vaspect of lubeur in
tradea whioh would not be Taguired at &ll DTer eottags builiing, while
74273 mansyeeks are for lehour in trades which are used in verying
retios in both eity bulldings and housings The fallewing table will
show the ratios bassd upetn the estinate fw 4this bullding -

’ Han=weok of labour Yan-weeks of
Trade. on'Batman® Automatic labour on
R Telép Yx gZ2
Lebourars 4,600 1,984
Brickiayers 130 869
Drain layars 48 218
Cazpenters 1,115 2,085
Plumbera 340 ‘800
Roof fixers 5 72
Wall ¢tilers 10 21
Plasterera 318 576
Fibrous Plaster

fixera 180 L2
Painters 200 380

Bleatriciens P : 10 N, 5 X S—
Totaiet 7,278 74873

The men-weeks off labour on this city duilding in trades not
required for housing aré egtimated ay te

Track drivera ( excavating) a8
Paviors 60
Floor leyers 08
#teel riggers 310
Meohanient Bngtn gé‘%
echantieal Bngineers ¢3.

& Total A

It will bs seen that the tvades common to both types of bullding are
mainly lebourers and carpautera. A4s some time must elapse, after the
propoasl is epproved, before working details of the plans are completed,
and oen can sckually begia work on the building, it is aniicipeted

that labour in thess classes will be more readily obiginable then than
at prsgent.

304
8o Lar ss materials are concerned, it is found that, with steed

and gonerete constyruction, a geod déal »f the materiels used would not
bs needed for home congtrictlon, though bwricks, timber, plsatering,
cement, paing, electrie lighting materials and a number of othor items
would be used , in verying proportions , . in both typed of construction.

31
* It iw stressed, however, that there is an Imperative need for

expension of telsphone Lasilities to ve made simulteneously with the
» i tion i it . be: i { J
progress of housing constyuction if it is to ut‘ggﬁgﬁ{‘m’l
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Ll .
Sugh {elephonw. expansion catnet be made until buildéfags. are -n.ntod
Tor the new exchanges, and it is therefere ssssntial thut approvel
shouldd be given for the work to progeed on the Batman Dxchehige as
goon as possible, and, after considering the proponil from all angles,
the Committes recommends that the prejeat shall he agroed to, and
given s priovrity of a high order.

Ihs Telschens Sxitchiaz Equinnent,

The Committee waz impreased with the faot that, of the
£300,000 astimated for the whole prajsct, £469,000 was for exchange.
and subseriber's equipments Bvidence wag therefora sought with a
%iaw Lo enduring thet all economies ars belng effected and that the
nmatericla are being purchased in the beat uarkebs

Eguionent xade in sustralis.

ag'

33
' It was explainedy in evidence, that a gremt deal of the

aswltching equipment is now being made in Ausiralia, sand the Commities
inspocted aome of the plant at which manufactura of automatic telephkone
raquirements is progreasings The Committes was most Lavourably
impressed with the efficient manner in which the plant is being run,
#nd by the extent of the modern huildings which have been arected
for this work. I% is vealised that much time and great expense is
required for the initiel getting up of the nesensary machinery and
tools, and the suceess and expansion of Australisn manufacture depdnds
on the possibility of continuily of oxders to the companies installing
the reguired planie

Long=term Ordering fop Igulpment.

S4.
In dealing with this automatic telephens project the

Committes aimo hes in wind the Russall Exchange,; recently appreved,
and the other exchanges projected for the City of Melbournes It alse
has in view the gimilsr exchanges which sre to be established in the
other gapitals of Ausirslim, and it is realised thet the quentity of
apeciaifined equipment nesded by the Department over the peried of e
fow years 1s jreénendougs It therefors sesmed natural thet tha
Department should make plene sufficiently far shemd to enadle it te
purehage in great bhulk, and so save 4 lerge amount on the equipment.



18,

88
Witnesass, beth privete and deperizental, agresd that gsush

long=term planning was dasirable, nov only to save expense, but o
snpure consinuity of supplies and ragular deliveries of the wanufastured
partg, At the present tims it sppears that separats orders are given
for squipnent for eech exchangs, &ll of which are regarded az indépendent
Jobse
The three pain aifficulitids in the way of Lull ordering appear
to bo ~
1« The insistence of dowernment suthorities thay Linances
of ‘the Departuent must be on an annusl basise;
2, The difficnlty which wéuld De experiencsd by the
Postaeater~General'a Department in bringing a
numbez of these lérge projects to Linsllty
simultaneouslys
3+ Tha possibility of a dhange being required in
ddgign of the equipment if orders ware nmads
too far in gdvance of requirsments on the jobs.

361
The Committee sought the oplnions of & nuuber of those

concerned in the project end gave considerable thought to the m&tter,
as it Teals that 1% should Le posaible to make extensive savings if
gatiafactory planning con be arrangeéds

a7.
So much importence is atteched to this aspsct of the matter,

asd the amounts of expenditure involved ere so great, that the Gommittes
recommends that special steps should be taken to arrangs a confaerence
betwaen the responsible officials of the Featmaster~General's Deporiment
and the Tremsury, in order to come to some arrangemwent wherchy
sufficieat £flexibility oould be achieved Lo allow long-term contracts

to be arranged for st leant some of the more standerd iteims of equipment
which are required if great quontities.

a8
' The equipment manufactured in Australis l» proving most

sabisfactory and the Comuittee recommends thot every engouragement

ba given to the Australisn uspufactuvers to enmlarge their plant with
the object of ultimately supplying sll tha parts negessery for the
automatid telephons exehanges in this country. This encouragenent

can only be given adsgquately 1f the Departsent is placed in 2 position
to give aspurance of confinulty of orders to the companies conserned,
ag. It is expected that ths lnstellatfon perlod will cover
eightesn nonths endy during thet pariod, some 150 wen will be
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working for 12 months, and for the finel 6 months of the installation
about 100 man will be requirad.

The staff which will be required to maintamin and operate the
equipment at Batman after the ohtover will be 80 techniciens of various
grades. They will not all be on duby at any one time, but the meximum
aumber of staff thot will be employed, in the exchange gection, in the
busisat portions of the day will not skesed 50

Fipancis) Aspect.
4C. BRay nd Ein hil = The estimated revemis from
the 4,500 "tdnea to e connea-f.a'd to Batman Exchange at the date of
opening, assuned November, 1950, is £203,800. Pive ysars later the
eorregponding figures will be 8,000 and £361,600.

A% Opening At 5 years

Capltal cost £800,000 £850,000
Caplital cost, new and in

situ 1,310,640 1,515,280

Yorking expenses 50,865 62,956

Total annual chavgas 147,422 157,869

Revatme ( set out sbove ) 298,800 361,600

41,  Coot of the building - Only the Basement, Ground Floor, Firat
Floor and Second Floor are raequired for the telephone exchange, but it
ia represented that the building should bs continued to the full height
allowed in this part of tho city, in order to wmake the most of such

a valuable aite in this busy sreca. It is also uvrgently ncecessary to
provide office mecomndation for &teff of the Postmaster<jencral’s
Department whe are at prsgeént scattersd ia varions buildings for which
a congidersble emount of rent is paid annuslly, end it was represented
that all the sccemmodation to be provided 4n both the Ruasell and the
Batusn Bxehangs budldings will be immediately required for thia purpese.

42. Coad of equivment and igelallagion «  In the estimmte dhe ¢ost of
squipment and line copstruetion amounted %o over half a million pounds,

and the Committee took evidence Prom the officers rosponsible for this
seetion of the project in order te wscertein ths neceasity for the
expenditure, and sleo to estabiigh that dué regerd had been patd %o
sconomy in providing the items comprising tbe detiile of the estimutes
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The Committes found that the provisionm wade are the result of
co~ordination betwean the various technical offfcsrs of the Posimastere
Generalts Dspartment and those of the Yorks and Housing Department
ocncerned with the building. It is assured thst every cars has been
taken to inociude only such equipment as is pécessery for the efficlent
establishment of such an exchangey and it appears to the Committee that
an equitabile balsnce has been preserved bstwesn provision for efficient
facllities in the future and egonemy in expendituree It is realised,
howsver, that egtimates st the present tims are necesgarily unreliable,
as substential verlatione in eosu. make aguurasy extremely difficult.

It ia puint,eé out, for instance, thut an incresage of 10% in wages has
been made since these ecatimatos waré prepered, and the Cowmittss therefore
feels constrained to insist, as it 214 with r-gn"d to ite inquiry into
ths Russell Exshenge, that apeg¢ial ateps should bs taken by the Minister
to review these figures during the time which must elspss before the
work 1s carried oute

Soncluaione

44
Having etudied the plane, visited the site of the propoasd

building, and weighed the evidsnce received from the varicus witnesses

the Committes i anblyfled that there is urgent need for the Batman
Exchaoge, and that the proposals have been carefully prepared with a

viey to supplying the City with efficient service at the earliest pcusible
moments The creation of a comprehensive plan for the whole City ia s wise
eourse to adopt, and the present propossls form an effective section of
that plan. The Qoumittee recommends, therefore, that the establishment
of the exchange he approved as goon es posaibiee

485
* The Committes believes that the building is suiltable for such

an exchange and that the office sccemmodation, included in the upper
floors, is urgently required s$ the present time. It is therefors
recommended thet the bullding be. erecied in accordance with the plens
submiticd to the Committes, with the excsption that amendument shall be
made to eiiminate thet section of the upper Cloors whiok is cantileversd
over the footpath; and that part of the basement projesting below the

£ootpathe



