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THR PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.
TUBERCULAR BLOCK, LADY DAVIDSON HOME, TURRAMURRA, K.3.W.

CULT L P PP T T

LE.2.OX 2.

™he Po 1mnu- Standing Cemmittes on Publie Vor
to which the Heuss ef lcpnunuuvu referred for tnvut.inuon
and report the question of the ereotiocn of a Tubercular Bloeck.
snd mmm to Sisters' Quarters at lady Davidson Home,

s New South Vales, has the hoaour to report as

follows i
T N S N S
JNTBADUCTORY,,
THE BXISTING BUILDINGS AND ADMINISTRATION.
1. The Mepatriation Commission is responsible for the cars

and treatment of all ex-servisesen &nd womsp in Australie who
suffer from tuberoulosis-at sny time during their lives., It
meintaing institutions in 811 States of the Commcnwealth where
petients in sll stages of the disease are given the most modern
treatuent knswn (o scienee.

2. For many years the question of accommodation has been
acute in all States and the Commission hes planned & acmprehensive
programme of expension which indludes multi-storsy hospitals and
sapatoria in the States where they are urgently required.

3. In Xew South Wales the tubsrcular hospital cases are
treated mainly at Concord Hospital, and the Lady Davidson Home at
Turresurrs is used as the mtortﬁ. to whish the hospital cases
ars transferred as they progress, and at which other cases are
trested according to the demands of their ateges of the disease.
4. The I-ldy Davidson Heme is the property of the
Repatriation Commission and has. been maintained as & male T.B.
homs singe 1980. At pressnt the patients at this estadblishment
ara Aggommodated in eight pavilion wards or chelets distributed
over the site aad utilising practieally ail suitable building lsnd.
5. Ageommodatisn available in Repstriation institutions.
for T.B. patients in New South Wales {s deing fully used, and the
nusbar of patients is inoreasing and will continue to do so0,

owing to the extension of sass radiogrsphy, and to the fact that
any ex-service men uquirhg treatnent for tubergulosis must be
aoaspted. At tisws patients have to be transferred from one bduile
ding to another to make room for new qases, end the shortage of
beds is creating an impessidle pesitien.
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8. In Mareky; 1946; the Nepatriagion Casmissien requested
that drewings be prepared fer s multiestovey hespital ia the
grovads of tha lady Davidess Nome at Turremurra 1o provids
sditional ward aestmmédation fer tubereular patieits.
3 An alditismal Blesk will also W meeesssry to house
the nureing staff esansuted with the mew hespital, and drewiags
‘Mve been prepared for additions to Alie present nurses' quarters
with this purpose in visw,-

JUE MR FRQPORAL.

THE MULTI~BTORKY NOGPITAL.

The Wuilding has Besn designed as & refaforeed soncrete
strusture supperted an pier foundatiens Saken dowm te a suitadble
depih with & bearing pressurs of 8 tons per aquare feot. It
eouprises & mmall Msement; Greund Fleor, First, Second, Third
and Pourth Floors, and Reef Deek. The external wlls will be of
bush hemmersd concrete ar "Spatier Desh® applied wslour mix, while
the heleony balustrados will be of baked ensmel pansls with
enamellsd guard rails at the tep.
9 The sive of the building fa fa proximity to the main
entrance fer the conveniends sf outepatients and the large
propertion of hoapital traffic which will donverge at this
butlding.
10, Orientation has been s¢ arpranged that all wards fage
Nerthenortheensty &s this is the deat aspest in the loeality for
Sumesr bresxes and the sxelusion of undesirable weathar.
)+ 9 The hespital will provide a tetel of 98 beda in the
warda on the First te Feufth Flésed. Adainistration and Oute
pationts will be provided for on the Grsund Plser; with
Operating Theatre and. saciliaries on the First Flosr: Nashine
Teoma, atores, sleotrical switch rooms snd ether services will
be Moused in the Basemsit and on the Raof Deaks
12, Bach ward fleer will geatsin a patients' lounge and
sdlarium; scosssible te the balsemy &nd protected by vertieal
sun leuvres fram the Weitern Sumeer sun.



- 3 =
Eadimatad Canks
13 The estimated eost of the multi~sterey heapital wes
sot down as £384,250, with details sa shown in the following
sobedule g~

Puilding, inelnding roads and pathways £126,700
Blectrieal -
Elestrie light and power £5,000
Birses saitiaveten 1,000
lul:lo hutlnluon. tln-u
shannel with ‘phens t
eneh patient 1,000
x- dark reem aquipment 150
squipment to ward
utolou, e, 1,000
Emsrgeney light 300
Retieulation 3,600 11,950
Meshaaical -
Refy oution. fire extin«
¢u1 nissellanseus
%\\ . 6,712
Hot water .nltalhtlon 4,952
ﬁ:"..u"{{ Lm.u t ating 4ydoe
- o Oper
m pe 4,408
mml ‘ventilation 2,801
Radiant hesting 9,674
Lifts 3 t\n 8':."1 Prpose 17,606
3,851 83,700

Plusbing and drainage &
Externsl storswater and

sudbegoil drainage 2,600
External umlg 8,800
uur -uppl,y, aterage tanks 10,000
ting servige 1,300
Int.om plumbing and drainsge 10,800 27,000
Furniture -
Blinds, curtains . 2,160
Koveabls furnituve 2760 - 4,900
Total) aost of propossd multi-storsy hospital - £284,250.
a L
. Rima_of. Camplation.
14, It is antieipated that Adne menthi will be required to

prepere working drawings, specifications and bill of quantities
and to call tenders for this project. The agtual building opers~
tions will probably taks about two and a balf ywars, but this is
largely dependent upen the availability of materials and labeur.
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BXTRNRION TO SISTERS! QUARTERS.
16y The existing. bu;mtu 1s & strusture. containing Ground

snd First Plooir, and i to e extended in such a manner that an
inner eourt. will ba provided, givicy cutdedr privagy for the
vasidents. The bidratus heve bésn plsansd o give » sexisus
sount of sunlight to as meny rooms a3 poosible, snd the Tloor

" 2evelsigolieide with-thone: of the existing building to snsure,
they the pew aad eid meetions will become an iategrated whols.

16, The walls gensyally will ba of11 inch brisk exteranlly,
snd the veef will be t4led. The axternal brickwork is plsnned to
matoh ths existing building, and the internal walls will be
fintshed 1n-geleated tints.

17 Reorsation facilities, rnuombly separated £pan the
slesping quartars will be provided, and in the Basenmsnt. provision
1s made for Lausdry, Drylag aad Ireaisg Recas; and o Hair Yashing
sad Drying Room.

) T i ) up
8. The. savimated gost of £50,080, is made/of the
following ftems i~ ‘
Muilding work ‘ £39,815

Raginseiring services -
Fleatriesl -

Eleatrie light and powes
al.uuunu to: luh-lutbl .
and main uitoh £8,750

Plusbiag siad Dratnage =
Stormwater dnd sub-soil
‘.:;é‘i;"a:ﬂ:’.‘%‘l:."’ £8,800
Keshanfieal
Hot water supply, unml.

M‘w ‘&‘zﬂu Haoiny -

45T, O%4.. 24,800 16,080
'N_ntm -
B1inds mrtdu and Lidar )
sover, 3,76
: w’ - .

Total esat of Extenaisas to Sistera! Quarters « £80,080
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Zing ol Conplation,

Tt is sntieipated that six meaths will be required te

prepare the working drawings, spesifications and bill of quan~

tities and to eall tenders for this building. Building eperations

will probebly take about two years from the date of signing the

sontrast.

20, In view of regent aiffioculties sxperiensed in cbtaining

tenders for work at this Inlutuﬂon. it is possible that the ques~

tion of a cost plus fixed Lee gontrset may have to be gonsidered.

GENERAL,

2l. ' The Comuittee studied thoe plans for the two proposed
buildings and visited Melbourne for the purpose of taking evidence
concerning the projects from officials of the Repatristion
Commigsion and the Departaent of Worke and Housing. The oppor-
sunity was made to Lmapeat soas of the Viptorian Repatrintion
hospitels where tubersular patients ars being treated, and the
Committes subsequently visited Sydnay to {nspect the existing
establishment at the Lady Davidson Home at Turremurra. Evidence
wes also taken from deparimentsl snd professional witnesses in order
that the Committos might be Informed on all aspects of the question
being investigatad.

dncidance of ihe Diseases
22. During the gourss of the inquiry the Comittee wes
informed of the nuabers ¢of ex-servicemsn eligible for treatment
and the method of o#leulating the number of beds likely to be
required. Calouiated upon the presant keown Caotors it is
estimmied that the paak demand for beds will be reushed somewhere
" sbeut 1976. The inciden of ‘the di shows & marked difference
in males and females, the miximum incidence for meles being in
the 40~60 age group, whils in the females the maximiaa incidence
oocurs in the 1830 age group. This difference is attributsable
40 various possible factors, but the presisd »eamon is not kaown
Zor certain at the presant time. Although there 1 some diversien
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of opinion en the question af some euses Being Dreught sa as A&
ramilt of ges in World Ver I, it is esnsidered thas tubereulosis
in gas patients 1is not direetly attributable to the ges. It 19
recognised; however, thai & wap whowe heslth has desn undermined
by ges is more likely o seamtract tubersuloais than ene in normal
health.
23, The Committes wam informed that the Commission is
responsible for the itreatwant of all ex<service personnsl whe
Sevelop tuberaulosis at any tims during their lives, irrespective
of whethar or not their condition is direetly attributable to
way garvice.
24, Commitménts in New South Wales for tuberculosis treatment,
as at 26th Kay, 1948, for males ealy, is determined on the dasis
that, of the total aumber eligible for treatment, & Wed mist he avail
able for ons in every threes The mumber of pensioners and persens
eligible for treatmant for tibarculesis net due to war service,
sonsiating of nx-nrvvumn from the Boay War, the 1914-18 War
and the 1030«45 War, is 1,983, snd the number of beds required is
therefora S54.
28, It L] stated that fortunately there ara not many
female members of the services suffering Crom tuberculesis.
Approximately 70,000 wanen were engeged in all the armed services
during the wary, and, if' two heds par thousand are allowsd for,
only 140 beds will be regiired thioughout thé Comsonweslth.
6. 86 far as NXew South Wales is ooncerned, the trsitment
of femals patients is provided for by ome ward of 37 beds at
Coneerd, and » shalet of 16 bads at Thirlmers for the Acacemo-
dation of sanatorium patients.

m“ﬂl ‘hﬂ!‘l“ﬂ ‘n ll. ‘.]!1
7. The resent prevision, insluding emergency beds at the
varfous institutions, is 1~ ’ :



>

- 7 -

lo airiation Ganeral Hospitel, Censerd  19R beds.
Davidson Senstorium

(7 wards avaiiable) %
Prince of Wales Hospitel, Randwick 37 *
58 "

The shortage of beds is therefore 116, and it is proposed te.
provide 98 in the project now belng investigated by the Comalites,
a8, Gne ward, which would provide 80 beds at the Lady
Davidson Howe, is at present belng uaed for the Sdusational and
Training Seation and soms Ossupational Therapy. When altarnative
vuildings ars provided for thess activities, and when staff is
obtaineble, this werd sould be put into use sgain.
Siviiien Frovisisoss

29. The question 02 the provision baing made for the
menbers of the general puolic who contrast tuberculosis, as
distinot from exsservice peracnnel patients, nsturally arose
during the course of the Committee’s qonsideration of the queation.
The Committes was informed that, wheress it wes comparatively
sagy Lo sessss the requirements of ex-service patients,; owing to
the precise recerds which have besn kept during the couras of
their ssrvices it is most difficult to estimate the possible
requirements for civilian sufferers. It is pointed ocut thai,
until thers is soms adequate survey of the whole populetion,
possibily by compulmory exsminationy sny estimate of the incidence
of the disease amongst the oivilian population Would be in the
paturs of guesswork. The present besis is three beds per annual
death, as, in the oivil community nobody knows how many cases
must be provided for.

Zromiseds sod othar Drugia
30 The Committee was informed thet claims of sxceptionally
sucesssful treatment by varlous new drugs are being generslly
regarded with esution, until they have Daen thoroughly proved.
Promisole has been in use for & nusber off years and Is uaseful
for certain types of the disease, tat the element of danger
associnted with its use prevents its general applleation, BiC.Gs
i{s baing used on aelected groups of patienta, and nurses engaged
in tubercular werds who might be likely to develop the Alssase.
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It ie being mamufectured fa Austrelia and suffielent quantities
sheuld seen be available fer distribution. Other drugs are
aleo being trisd sut with varyiag degries of succass, and it is
alweys hoped thet & sure and effactive gure rnay be disaovered.
Thire ia mothing at the prasent time, however, which appears
1ikely to effest the nscessity to provide al) the ususl fasilivies
for the meoepted mathods at prasant in use.

Sommanweal ih Askians,
3. The Cosmittes wes informed, in evidence, thet speeial
steps are being taken by the Cemmonwealth Department of Heslth,
in colisberation with the States, to establish an effective
sontrol of the diseass, sid an actin progroxme was outlined to
the Committee by the Commonwaslth Director of Tubsreulosin.
Varieus ssnatoria and hospitals in the different States are trea-
ting iarje nuabers of patients; snd the Cemmittee wis informed of
some of the results of recent m!}cya of existing accesmodation
and requirements snd of the steps being taken to atiack the
disenss in the civilian community.
32. It appears that the Lagilities available in the
different Btates vary censiderably so far ss civilisn provisicns
are soncerned; andy while sdme hospitsle are well ataffed and the
availeable beds ars in full use, othérs suffer Irom severs lack of
staf? and have & lavge percentage of beds unogcupied. In Naw
South ¥Wales, for fnstance, it waas ataied that thera are a number
of large and small sanatoris under the centre} of Feur different
bodies, They sontain a total of 708 beds of which less than 336
are oecupied. Ageinst this it was pointed out that two of the
sanatorie were £Alled to cmpacity. This seems to be partly due
to the conditions and weges offaring at aome of the establishments,
those Sa » position to offer the grestest adventeges being able
to secure staff at the expenee of the yem&inder.
33, It 45 evident that the oversl) ﬁ::nition regirding staff,
including murses, sssistante, and doctora is 8 very serious one,
and full use canmot be made of the available hospital beds until
more ataff otn be induced to take up the profession.

4
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34, Views were expressed indicsting a desire that setioa
might be taken to provide fasilities at the same hospital for
the treatment of deth eivilian and ex<servies tuboreuluu.
sufferers. It wos suggested that in this way the ex-service
patients ceuld de treated in a ssperate section of the hospitel
snd yet the eivilisn patients would slso be able to reaeive
treataent 2% the kands of the best doctors who would heave the
beat of equipment to work with.
35. This schems is used in most parte of the world, and is
to eperate in the smaller States. However, the concensus of
opinions ssems to indicete that, in States whers the numbers of
patients to be treated are large, it is as well to eatablish the
ex~sarvice patients in their own hospitals
36. Aftar censidering the mstiter the Committas is satisfied
thaty in New South Wales whera a separate establishment is already
being earried em successfully for ex~service peraonnel, it is
advisable %o sontinue that prectice and to provide the necessary
aoccommodation at the Lady Devidson Home..
Nodazn Requirssente for. Traetaant,
37, It is neessnary, in any asheme for the trestment of
tubereulosis, to provide « .
(a) @& Hospitel where, sfier dlsgnosis and surgiesl
treatment atpatlent will need speecial nuieing
for geveral moaths)
(b) a Hospitel-ssmatorium, which is the hospital waction
of a ganatorium, whers patients are kept in bed and
have soms leas extensive surgioal treatment.
-As he luproves he goes into the
(e) sanatoriws proper, where ho tskes gradually increasing

exercise, and ean eontinue his association with the
doator who has been in charge of his case;

(d) an eut-pstients' departmént eperated by the medieal
ofticexra who aRaff the sapatoriwa, so that patients who
may leave the sanatorium may retura for éut-pstient
treatamsnt which semetimes continues for a nusber of
yearsy

(¢) & home for ohrenic s whose dai eannot be
cured, but for whom It is nacessary Lo ﬁravidu
alleviation and sultable eceupation while they live.

38. In New South Wales the funstiona of these breaches of
trestment are carried en in the various sstablistments under very
uasatisfactory conditisns: One exsmple is the necessity to move
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potients by mmbulanse frem Turremurra to Comgord for hospital
Areatment aud subsequent return. The popsibility of
souplioations mupervening fn these cnsep is atated to de
incienned by appreximately 300 per gent. )
9. Tt 48 therefore deaired to. éoncentrate at Turrasurra
aL)L the fagilitfes fer the treatwent of patients ether than
those who require major surgica) treatmnts: At Turresure they
qodld be treated an hoapitel patiente; whers provision will be
mce for minor surgioal procedires, ogeupationsl therepy, and
#ll sther alds to cowplete rehahilitation, and on cut-pationts’
depertmint.
a0, The objéct of plannieg for 96 additional beds at the
Lady Devideon Homw 4s to bring thé total mecowmodation to the
optimam £or efficlent and. sconpnios) administrution, It is
stated thet 400 beds 1s now regarded as the meximuom desirable
for sush an establishment, #nd; although some sanatoris {u the
United States of Amirion scoomucdate as meny as 1,000 pstients,
such large {astitutions are new considered undesirebls.

THE OVERALL PROGRAMME FOR TURRAMURRA.
4l. Diring the course of the inquivy the Committies was
informed of & sumber of schemes; scwe At present being somaenaed
and. aoue projeated fop the future In the overall. programe of
the Repatriation Comuiyafon fer {ts tubéveular patients at
TUrTMNIEre . .
48, ™he multicstorey hospital béfore the Committes is one
of & fiumber of projects ineluded in the sohemss Lor the Lady
Davidson Homs. The whole cost was sstimated at £474,000, and it
includes, in addition to the hoapital, ind sisters! quarters,
£30,000 for the kitchensy #£84,000 for an smargancy lighting sety
£29,000 for waida® quarteras at present under constyuetions
£3,100 for leundzy alterations; £8,800 for sewngs dtsposals
and posaibly a mels ataff quarters.
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THE MULTI-STORKY HOSPITAL,
43, In its plan to provide the best sad most medern treat-
ment for its exeservice patients, in all the various stages of
their progresaive (reatment, the Repatriation Cemmisaion hes
resoimended the multi-sterey dullding to be erected st Turremurrs.
This will be & big step towerds the achievement of the idesl
senditiens; and it will help to establish the system of progressive
Arentnent under whioh the patient is gradually promoted Lfrom.
hoapitsl to sanatorium ecenditions as his recovery preceeds.
A great deal ef impertence is placed upen the psychologisal
attitude of the patient tu his treatment, and his suceessful
reatoration {0 & useful position in the community depends largely
on this aspect of the plan for his recovery.
.. It wan pointed eut to the Cemmittee that in a great
many esses; when they sre disgnosed in time, it is poasible fer
ssmplete ressvery 1o be aéu.ond. It s stated s esmentinl,
howsver, that complete rest, without the slightest exertion at
first, followed later by gradual stages of expanding exercise
paricds, sheall b rigidly undertaken. Fer this resson it is
nectasary to have smple hospitel beda for the hospital cases
sdjacent to wards or chalets for the ambulant patisnts.
Praferance fax Chalats.
45, Soms of the svidense, givea by perasons who are in
sonstant touch with tubereular patients, wes to the effeot that
the ghalet type of howe wes preferred to the multi-sterey building,
and some spposition wes expressed to the proposed plana on that
aocount. Howewver, it is pointed sut by the Commission that the
proposed building is specifically deaigned for the hospital eeses
who need all the equipment and specisl nursing sttention only
available in & hospital building, and the pressat chalet typs of
buildings at the Iady Davidson Home will still be ueed for the
sabulant cases &s soon as they prograss to that stage of their
treatment when they no leager need to be complstely confined to
bed. .
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46. Nany sther advantages esnmested with administratien
and hespital trestment, which dun ealy be edtained in a Milding
whare all the most madera services are eomgentrated, meke the
multi-sterey building mest desirable in the present ease, and the
Committes sgraes with the Comuigsien in its views 14 this regerd,

Azshitastirs.,
a7 The plins pressnt & Witlding of modern type with
plessing elevations, and use is mede of long balconies en each
floor for the eemfert of the patients when conditions are suitable.
4. At the end of eagh ward fluor & solarium has besn
provided. They enbinee the sesthetic appearahos of the Wilding
and afford a space for domforsable relaxétion in the Winter sun.
They are provided with vertiosl sun leuvres on the Western side
te give protestisn from the hest of the sun in the Summer while
allewing full use to be made of the warmth and sunlight in the
Winter,
49. ALl the evidence indieated that the plans have been
drawn with full regerd to the essentials of modern hospital
bulldings, and they ars regerded by the wofcuignu‘vunonu
as dompletely satisfagtory.

Ihe Geound Flasr,

50, The Geound Floor i dividea into Administrative and
OQutepationts! Dofarmntl. Both of these departments have been
designed to serve the whole of the insiitution in sdaition to
those. of the -xlii-otouy hospital,
8. wm This ia imsediately below
the ward floors in the sain Northern wing, and, in this position
it is handy %@ the main eatrance of the Home. It containe the
nnonz offices and staf! rcmlttu rm. Coiiference romm and
Librery, Degtora' Rowm and Bi.nou' Tex Koom, suite for relatives
of patients who are seriously 111, Post Office and Savings Bank,
Information Desk, Telephonds; ets.
s2. JIhe Outpatjents’ Depaytment. This is situated in the
Southera wing, isolated from the rest of the bospital. It
sontaine Yaiting Reow, Examination Boome, Dentel Surgery and
Aneillsry Rooms. Mdiography Department, Pathological Department,
Dispensary, and Miser Operating Thestre.
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Yonar Flasra.
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53, w&m This fleor mmm tea two-bed rowms
and four single rooms as well as & wing to agoommodate the Major
Opsrating Theatre whish i airedenditioned and adjacent to the
nesessary modern snoillsry recms.
B Ihe_Sesend, Ihird aod Fourih Figors. These contain
provision for wards with rowms similar to thoss on the First
Floor, and on each ficor thers is & ward kitchen connscted by
service 1ift and corridor to the main kitchen.

Kagdseariog Jarvices.
88, !M building is to be fitted with all the most modern
services needed in hospitals of this type, and much care and
thought has gone into the planning of the reguisite details,
Redisnt heating, in the form of flush ceiling panels consisting
of hot water heating coile in the celling apmee, is to be adopted,
as it allows floors and walls to be kept free and faciliitates
sleaning. Cefling and individual bed lights will be provided in:
the wards, while corridors will be 11luminated by recessed wall
1lights at floor level. Alr-conditioning will be provided for the
Major Operating Thestrs and ancillery rooms, and an exheust
system will be connected to all sterilising rooms. Complete
talsphons, redic, and fire alarm systems will be instelled, and
systenms of laundry and gerbage handling have also bean provided for.
&6, Speelal consideration has besen given to the provision
of adequate 1ifts. Two general purpose lifts will provide for
passengers, bads and fgood trolleys. They will be interchangeable
to give flexibility of operatioh« There will alao .bo a small
dreseing lift for distribution of dressings to all floors from the
Work Room on the First Floor.
57 An emargensy stemm operated genarating set will be
natalled on the aite, with sufficient eapacity %o operate the
14fts and other essential loads at the institution in ense of
power fsilure o othar amergencies.

\



n 4 e
o8, The mefin strustural materials te bo used are reinferced
senarete, terra estin bleeks, fibeeus plaster and glass. TFlew
finishes are to Be of hard rubber tile er cork if obtainable,
and partly of terresse, ia order to avoid the use of tlmber.
9. Thé erra ootia bleaks are readily available, and use
will not be mide of bricks or roefing tiles. The immediate
demand, wien the sontraet is let, will be for reinforeing steel
and Portland cement, both of which materisls are used in
rolittw:.y small queantSties in howe bullddig.
0. In view of the time negessary for completing the plens
and proceeding with thé jreliminary work on the building, it is
anticipated that the finishing materials, such aa fibrous plaster
and glaas, wiil bs aveiladble in grester quantities than is now the
saae, and the effeat of this building on the housing prograsms
will be small. It s therefore censidered thet the building need
not be delayed on this acosunt.

THR SISTER3' QUARTEHRS.
61. The proposed extensivns to the existing Sisters?
Quarters, alihough ‘trsated as & separate bduilding, with its ewn
plans and detailed eatimite, are part of the propossl referred.
to the Committiee.

Baia

62. The proposal is to extend the present Sisters' Quarters
'whi¢h are situsted on the property nesr one of the ehtrancas te
Bobbin Head Road. Tha form of the plan is dictsted largely by
the pressnt bullding, and will consist of a Grodnd and Pirst
Floor sonstructed réund sn ianer courty and every effort has been
made to plan & building which will offer the meximum of qomfort
and atiraction for the stagff who will live in ft.
63, In planning the building sensidsration hes been given
%o the fsolated situmtion of the Institution, whick prevents the
staf? enjoying, when off suty, the sosiel facilities availsble
t0 nurses in metropolitsn hospitals, and provision is kmds to
anable the nuress 16 enterdain guests or hold ocessional dances
or other socisl funétions. Thers will be & Lounge epening en &
paved Terrace, & Guésts' lLeunge sid Writing Resm, small lsunges,
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Supper Roem ixd Newing Reom. Llaundry; Drying sad Iroaing Rosms,
and aluo & heil washing and dryiag room hes besk provided i
the Basssent. ,
Asstmuadation.
&4, The axinting building aceemmedates 23 uisters; and the
propessd extéasiens will previde for an sdditiomel 63, meking &
tetal of 86 Wadvooms, In sdditioh the Matron and Assiatant
Matron will have & lminge éach with a comson kitchenette.
The hedroem unit is 12 £4. by 9 L. clear of fittings, and & bullt
in wrdrobe and haid basin with hot and cold water are to be
included fin enah bedrowm.
‘ Sapyices,
5. The Main Lounge and Guests! Lounga will be gentvally
heated by meane of hot water radiatora, while the other recreation
rosss apd badrooms will have electric powsr peints for radiators,
Provision is mede fer & 1inen 1ift and & sciled linen ehute, snd
aled for a ghute to daliver refuse to an imcinerator in the
Basement.’ '
She Roakern Jiogs.
68, Conanlderation was given to the suggeation that the
Esatern Wing of the Sisters' Quarters might de turned towards
the Nerth, in order to sllow more sun to eater the bedroouss on
the Seuthern side of this wings, The matter wes referred to the
Dapartmantal Arehitest and alternative plans and sun diagrams
wera made to déemonktrate the effent of the proposed alteration.
It was reprasentad to the Committes, from a study of thess
drawings, thet the effeet of the mlteration would be to give a
eortain imcrease in sunlight t6 the dedrosms congerned, but
mainly in that poriioh of the yesr when the hdt Summer sun was
not desired, In Winker the sun would not. entar these partieulsy
bedrcoms In sither proposal; though some advantage would be geined
in the sdjeining wing in the Winter owing to the abaence of
shadew.
67, The pitoposed amendment. would neseseitate & diversion
9f the main cireuistion road at the entranss; and would being
the Sisters! Quarters ratiisr dloss @ “F* Chalet, while the
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astimate of coat for the bullding would be inoressed by an amount
estimated at £1,400. The Mepatriation Commission alse exsmined
the cuégnti‘od, dut ui view of all the circumstances they do not
favour it.
68, The Committas, after weighing the sdvantages and the
disedvantages agrees that; as the smount of sun edmitted to the
rosas concernsd in the Winter will not be ingremsed; the position
in relation td the nearest Chalet is undesirable; and the cost
will be inoreassd, the bullding as planned will meet all the
requiremsnts more satisfactorily.

Saspanity Lar the Buildiog.
a9, The neoeasity for sxtensisns to the Sistera' Quarters
is determined by aeveral factors. Owing to the introduction of
the 40 hour wesk and varisus shift requirements, accomwodation
will be required for another 14 nurses whether the mulii~storsy
hospital 4 built or note Extra accomsodation will also be
required for the ataff amployed in the multi-storsy hospital, and
spscial provisions are desirable for reoreational facilitiss to
sncourage steff to coms to Turramurra Lor employment.
70, The Commitiee, having considered these points, agrees
that the extensions ere necessary and should be procesded with at
the asme time as the Multiestorey hespital.

FEPTY BEDS.
Tl The Commities was sonaiderably Aisturbed by the svidence
of various wituesses, indicating numbers of eases where there
wers sapty beds at the preseat tlme. Of the places indipated,
some wards vesant At the Pringe of Wales Hospital, Rendwiek,
wors bullt during World War I and have been patched up sings that
time. It appears that they eould be used, however, if staff were
availabies VYaterfall wes aisc mentioned as an exsmpls of
unocqupied beds, through isck of staffy and doubt was expressad
as to the wisdom of ereqting & hospital at Turremurra when the
prospect of obtaining atarf for it was snything but bright.
SHORTAGE OF NURSES.

72, Al) the svidenos emphasized the difficult position in
which a1l the hespitals £ind themselvas at the present time
through shortage of staff, particularly trainsd nursing steff.
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The Committee eensidersd this mtter mest seriowsly, as the
decinion to yreceed with the propnsed building imssdistely
wiuld be affested £ 4t were regarded as impessible to staff
the new building when it is completed, Evidenee was therefore
sought from all the witnessem concerned in the matter, and an
effort. wan made to Sssese  the likely position in 4 to 5 yesrs!
time when the staff would be requived,
73 It 48 obvious that an estimete ¢f the staff position in
5 jears! time will be sffected by miny varying factors, and, in
these times no estimate could de regarded as really reliable.
However the Committee obtained the viaws of those who might be
in the best poaition to give advice, and made inquiries as 1o the
steps being taken to fmprove the position by training of nurses and.
improvemant. of their conditions.
T4» The possibility of bringing trained nurses from England
a3 Ismigrants was suggested as & Tastor in easing the position,
ut 1t was stuted that thers is & shortage in Grest Britain of
30;000 nurses at the presest. time, and assistance from that
quarter sesms most unlikely. The use of dispiaced perzons from
Europe for this work was belng explored, and & nusber of them
wirs being employed in Repatriation Hoapitals, tut it was atated
that they could only bs uaed as furse agsistants.
75, The Comnitten was informed that indications in
Australin, and the trend dverseas, point to Improvement in the
position, pstly besause of the cheaging econcmic conditions, and,
although shortage of nurass is aguie gverdeas, it is regarded as
essentisl that plannimg and building of new hospitala should
procesd {n antieipation of an sileviation of the position in the
oext. few years.
T6e The Repatriation Commission has sdvanced & sumber of
ressons why 13 is expected the new hoapitsl will be able t¢
attract staff, and 4t is hoped that the factors affeaking ihe
position will combine to produce & more satisfsotory ataff pesition.

o laiag Sehsatie

7. Iamals, Tn Yicsoria @ training scheel for nurees ia
tubareulosis bas besn sterted, and those whe complete the course
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astiefantorily Facaive & spuelal diplowa fer tubereuler auraisg.
It 1s plained te eatablish sther ¢raining centres with thw
ohJect of attrasiing mors ursss te the prefession. Training
of female muvses in obher branches is also prosseding at varisue
hospitals, and at Consoird sphools sre held fer approximstely 30
murses in eaghe Bines March this yesr twe batehes of nursing
students haye begun training snd two more are sxpasted to start
durdeg the year:
8. Nalsss Censfderation has also been given te the
traindng of male nursssy and 8 mumber of men Are going through
thair preliiinary training, sl avery sffort is being made te
train mele nurses for thils wou. This oceupation dees not
genarally appeal 1o SR, lmmnr, and the susbers eatering the
training schedls apre relatively eaells

Rillukisn. ok Swalls
™ In order te make bekter uss of the tralned nurses
avallable dilution of ssuff is being praetised. The gredusts
aurse will have more professional status than in the past, smd
it 1s intended to dovclcp & pyaten of officers and reaks sgeording
to the degrae of t.niaiug attained, oo Wt tasks like bringiag
round: tas and drrenging flowsrs: ypﬂl not have to he earried sut
by the fully treined staff. '

Imicoviog Ceaditd
80. It im realindd that muach win be accomplished ix
sbtaining staff by offering attractive conditicns and wages, and
svery sffort is bﬂ:nz sads to see that the new building wilil
eontein avery comfort ax well am othér gonditicns whick will
sompensate Tor its semewhat idolated position. Facilities for
sntertaining Loth the s¥erZ edd their guesis, varicus recreatisasl
provisions, lsundry and hafr waahing roces, and artngemant Lo
avening *buses to the oity, a8 woll as iuprovement. of wages,
hours snd. leave gongessions, are dhiohg the items being planned
for the new hespltal..
[ Vith a1l thess effeits in mind %he Reputristion
Comifssion 18 Very sivongly of the oplafen that the buildfug
should riot he delayed as Abey S¥e esafident that staff will be
Available by thé time the bulldfng is dempleied.
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. RPFECL OF CLIMATS,
88, With regard to the best site and location for ihe
proposed hospital, esnsideration was given t¢ the effeat of climate
on tubarqulsr patieats. The Cemmittes was informed that, altheugh
seme patients undoudbtedliy dao better near the sea, others do .b““,
ialand, but, se long es the tnatitution is of proper design snd
well vantilated, the prevailing olimetic conditions do not matter
& grest deal. The fagt that a samatorium is near the ses ocosst
does net necessarily make Lt uasultable for the treatment of
tubsrgulosis. However this view was modified in regard to certain
arsas sudjeot to dmp and fogs. FReference whs made to some of the
chalet wards &% Consord wiich are situated near the river where
thoy are subject ¢ mist ahd fogs during the Winter and are
extresnely humid and uncomforiable in the Sumswr. Seme experts
Lael that sven in these aress it is more s matter of aomfort
then olimate, for experience shows that tuberguler casss are
trented with equal auccess in high, dry olimates in Switserlsnd,
and in the foggy dampaess of the lew-lying Isle of Wight.
Specialists prefer not Lo be right on the sea coast, however,
as patients are not so comfortable under demp condisions, end
even in the hot weathor the sea bresges whieh dlow along the doast
ares not nearly 80 pleasant a8 sn inland apot where alr circulates
Lreelyy; contributing largely to that comfort which enhances the
psychological benefits needed for this type of treatment.

CU3YT PER BRD.
83. The question of estimating the cost par bed at the
institutien preved to be rather uapractical for purposes of
zompearison, as it involved many varisble fagtors, including
sstablishsent uwnder new conditions; ‘the operation of the 40
hour week; and the introduction of differsnt shifts. The coat
of the present proposal also includes provision for sertain
buildings and services, & considersble proportion of which will
be used in comnection with the old building. However, it was
stated that the coat might rise to as high as £8,336 per bded.
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84, It the whole qeat of sueh foailities as te sdninistretive
sestion, the sut-pationds' Separtmeat, wperating thestrs, ete,
whish serve the whele hoapitaly s dedmeted, tha eost por bed
would he reduesd Ve £1,840, Part of the esst of thess Tasilities)
esnmen to the whole Imstitutien, sheuld e sllosated te the mew
multi-aterey hoapital, and & reasessble cost per bed wauld than
prodably be fn the vieinity of £1,800.
SEVERAGE .

85 The questisn ef the desiredility of scnnesting the
fastitution with the main sewerege system, &s against the proposs)
o extand & self-gentained system already operating at the Hems,
was diseussed. An smeunt of £8,500 wis statesd as metspary to
axtend the prasent leesl system, but that 19 not considered ss
sffieiont ug weuld be the seamactisn t0 the main sewerage aystem,
Hewaver, the maia sswer hna pat yet been braught te withia
sonnscting distanse of the Imstitution, aad it will W
approximately & yesrs Mefore it will be awilable. It i»
suggested that it might he pessible for the Yateur Sesrd to
axpedite tiw davelepment of this segtisa of ita programs iz
viow of the Iarge building progeasme at the lady Davidsoa Homs.
The Committas tharefore sgress that it is desirable to pestpons
the deefsism to extent the piresent sewersge system uatil the
boilding is $n sourse of eoustrucilon, se thaty if the Water Beard
sonpletea its wirk on the main sswer a little ahead of its
estimite, & conmtotion ean be made from the hospitel te the main
sawer, and the asst of extending the pressnt systen edn be saved,
It 1s alse redammnded that the ¥ater Beard be apeeislly
requested to push ferward the development of the main sewer ia
time for it to be coameeted with the sempleted hospital bullding.

EECRSSITY FOR THE KULZISSTOREY HOZPITAL.
6. The Committee studied the avidents and gave full
eonsiderstion te all Liw fasters affecting the ncesssity fer the
tuilding, It 1s satisfied that the work being earried on i the
various Nepatristion Institutisons 1s & eredit to thoes eencerndd,
aad muat be continued with Sts preseat efficiemey in apite of the
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preseat Aiffisult and eversrewded senditisas. There is mn
immediate nessssity for the mmlti-storsy hespital, and, sltheugh
the present shertage of aurses makes the future pesaibility

of edtatning full steff appesr deubtful, the Cemmittes,
econsideriag the offorts being made to impreve the pesitiea, snd
relying upea the apsurence ¢f the Repatriation Commission that 4t
will b able te staff the duilding when it is completed,
recommends that the hespital be precesded with as soon as pessible.

it 0. 2. 1.0 X IV
THE COMMITTEE'S CONCLUSIONS.
8%7. The following is a summary of the declsions mads dy
the Comsittse after full sonsideration of the dstails in
avidenes t-
{8) In ¥ew 3outh ¥Wales it ia dutrlbh to m‘
provids separste bui
accommedsts the Repatrie m Canes. 3¢
(b) The multie-aterey building is srable to
chalets for thg hespi h{ onz:'f'er whom
acoommddation 1s be: 48
(e) The pnn are nihtletory for the ™
ovide all the uusury T nts

t'u' a udorn haspital,

{d) The effset ea the housing pwo, will not
be sufticlent {o depand any delay in the
somsencement of the dutlding.

(e) The plans far the extensions to the Sisters'
Qarters are satisfactory.

(£) Zhe extensions to the ﬁlston' Quarters sre
nesessery and should he erected simule
ummly with the hospital. 0

(g txunion ot' the zreasent sewersge eystem
in easd 1t u ponibh to
mmxc or couuuon with the mein sewerage
system bafore the building is cempleted,

(h) rnamm.mmmnq ussted to

axpedits extenyfon of the mafn stwer 80 that
esanaction.will be poasible when the
building is completed. 85

(1) Thers is an imsedlete munuy for the muitie
storey mgmz, andy in view of the Repatristion
[ fom's aspuvances that staff will be
muabh when required, the bullding should be
prosesded with as sosn as possihle. 8e

The Oftice of tha Parliameatary
Stand Committes on Public Yorks;

Parlisment House, CHARIES A+ LANP
CANBERRA » AsCaTe CHATRRAX.
I3 September, 1948.



