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THE PARLIAMENTAEY STANDINO COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WOEK8.

ALICE SPRINGS SCHOOL.

REPORT.
^

The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, to which the House of
Representatives referred for investigation and report the question of the erection of a new
school at Alice Springs, Northern Territory, has the honour to report as follows :

SECTION I.

INTKODUCTION.

Administmtion.

1. In 1944 the Prime Minister wrote to the South A.ustralian Premier suggesting tlxat the
South Australian Education Department might control the Northern Territory schools. The
Superintendent of Primary Schools went to Canberra and conferred with. the Minister for the
Interior, and an agreement was reached whereby South Australia supplies teachers and
determines the curricula, and the Commonwealth., on the recommendation of the Supervisor,
provides scliools, furniture and equipment.

Existing Provisions.
2. At the present time_tliere_is a school at Alice Springs, and overcrowded conditions

have been endured for a considerable time. Temporary buildings and rented accommodation
outside the existing school are^being used for class-room purposes, and temporary arrangements
which have been made for the instruction of chemistry and physics fall far short'of the required
standards.

3. The present buildings have been condemned by medical authorities as unsurtably
planned for school use and completely inadequate for tlie numbers of pupils being crowded into
them, while the inadequate playgound is also the source of discomfort and sickness.

SECTION II.

THE PRESENT PKOPOSAL.

General.

4. The present proposal emanated from a request to alleviate the overcrowded conditions
by making suitable additions to the existing scliool. It was realized, however, that the area
around the present school was quite inadequate for the purpose, and the proposal to erect a new
SGhool on a'more suitable site was considered^ A plan has accordinglfbeen developed for an
initial school block on a new site, for the secondary school section, and also allow for considerable
additions envisaged for the future.

The Site.

5. The site, wHcli is approximately .briangular, occupies a position at the nortliern end
of the town, being bounded on "the south by WilUs-terrace, and oifthe east by_thcTodd River,
while the western" boundary skirts tlie foot" of Anzac Hill. It provides a suitable building area
on the higher ground with a generous area between the main block and Willis-terrace for use
as a sports oval and playing field.

The Building.

6. The building proposed envisages a complete establishment for the future, biit at
present consists of the first stage which, will allow for additions required in a few years' time.
The plans show a main class room block two stories high, and an ancillary block one story
high containing woodworking room and other facilities.

7. The accommodation provides for an overall area of 20,228 square feet in_ this stage,
and included in this area will be four class rooms, science room, library, domestic science room,
woodwork room, general purpose room, staff rooms, and various .services designed to provide
for the local conditions. The section being considered would house the secondary school and
would accommodate 120 pupils.

8. The building will be constructed with. reinforced concrete frame with infill panels of
cement bricks_. The northern and southern walls of class rooms will consist of_adjustable glass
louvres in suitable frames to ensure maximum light and cross ventilation. The roof will be
formed of timber trusses covered with. corrugated asbestos cement sheets.
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Future Planning.
9. Ultimately it is proposed to incorporate an Infants' Block and a Primary Sc.hool

Section to connect up with. the western end of the building, as well as an Arisembly Hall
adjacent to ^the Administrative Section. The perspective submitted to the Committee gives
an idea of the buildings envisaged in the complete programme, but no plans were included in
respect of the Infants' Block, the Primary School, or the Assembly Hall.

Estimated Cost.

10. The cost of the proposed building shown in the plans submitted to the Committee
was set down as £78,024, calculated on the basis of building costs in September, 1948, and
details were pummarized as follows :

£

Buildings 56,397t * . a # . . . . » a t

Engineering Services, including
(a) Site preparation
(&) Roads and paths, including kerbing, guttering and

surfacing
&

c) Electrical installation plus essential provision for future
.

extension

{d) Fire protection including supply hydrauts, .hoses and
extinguishers

(e) Sewerage andstormwater drainage
(j) Mechanical Service-Ventilation and duct work,

cooking and Sundry equipment 8,086. . fr »

Contingencies 6,448» . . < t » . . » . t t

Add 10 per cent. to cover probable increase in costs 7,093. 4

Total estimated cost 78,024f . t . # .

11. The item in respect of site preparation includes site work for the whole of the ultimate
project as it is more economical to execute all earth moving operations at one time while the
mechanical equipment is on the job.

12. No definite estimate was given for the time for completion of the building planned,
owing to the difficult situation at Alice Springs regarding supply of labour and materials.

SECTION III.
THE COM:MITTEE'S INVESTIGATIONS.

General.

13. The Committee studied the plans of the proposed building and took evidence from
departmental ofG.cials responsible for planning the project. While the Committee was en route
to Darwin, in connexion with other projected works, opportunity was taken to spend some time
at Alice Springs, where the Members visited the site for the new school, mspected the present
establishment and took evidence from various officials d nd persons in tlie locality who are
interested in the provision and maintenance of school facilities in that area..

Total School Population.
14. In plannmg the proposed^ buildmgthe^totaj- sc^<,)O^.^OPU^a'^lon 0^ -A-lice Springs as at

1st Julv, 1947,was taken as 348, composed of 238 boys and girls in the existing school buildings
and 110 attending the Alice Springs Convent School and it was anticipated that the enrolment
at the existing school would exceed 300 in 1948. A report issued by the Chief Medical Officer ^

on 27th April, 1949, showed that the number of pupils at this school had risen to 340, confirming
the trend' wl-ucli was anticipated when the plans were first being prepared.

15. Study of this trend in increased school attendances/as well as consideration of the
increasing birth rate in Alice Springs is causing considerable concern to some of the officials and
other witnesses, who estimate that, on a conservative basis, the number of children attending
th-e-.f!?ho^l--in,fiZe.-years'--iti^i ^ril^b.e-^6?0'- ^ tllis Provesto be the case the first stage of
construction now proposed will be entirely inadequate even before it is commenced.

16. The Committee made inquiries from various sonrces regarding the possibility of
increased population in Alice Springs in tlie near future. Alice Springs is a progressive town
^ll-,.^ZO?utat?onc °-fi-?7ell4.'0?0 atm30t,h.tjune' ,P4:7' .approxunately lialf the "total population
being composed of white people. The town is the rail head for a considerable trad'e m"catie
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being sent soutli, and is the centre of a rich section of the extensive cattie-raismg country.
Statistics show that the population is_ increasing, and the estimate of 600 children likely to need
school accommodation in five years' time seems reasonable.

The Building Proposed.
17. The plans to provide for the secondary school present a long twp-story block, with a

single story block joined to the eastern end of it at an angle whicli will make use of the ground
contours and the shape of the site bounded by the Todd River.

18. The administrative section of the school is conveniently located at what will be the
centre of tlie ultimate project. It. has been planned to form the nucleus of the ultimate
requirement when the Infants' and Primary Sections are added to the western end of the
building.

19. Ground Floor. - In the JVtain Block the Ground Floor contains the Administrative
Section (Head Master's Of&ce, General Office, Staff Rooms, &c.), Main Entrance Lobby, Domestic
Science Rooms, and a large General Purpose Eoom, intended to be used as an assembly hall
until the complete plan for the school makes provision for a permanent Assembly Hall. The
rooms forming the single story block include a woodwork room, bicycle store. sports store, and
boys' and girls' toilet blocks.

20. First Floor. - The First Floor consists of four class rooms, large science laboratory,
laboratory store and balance room. library and library store _,and a medical inspection room.
All class rooms have a southern aspect with a wide, open corridor on the northern side.

Site.

21. The Committee visited the site for the proposed scliool and considered its location in
reference to the distance from the present school as well as from the centre of the town. Being
at the foot of Anzac Hill, the site is approximately half a mile from the existing srliool and is
at the extreme northern end of the town. However, it was stated that extenpion of the town
to the northward waq anticipated in the near future and the area chosen offers sufficient ground
for the complete programme of buildingd as well as for the school sporting activities.

22. Alth.ou.gh the site is on rising ground the position selected for the buildings is only
a few feet above" the level _of the Todd_River shown on the plans. Inquiry into this point
showed that there is no likelihood of flooding from the river, owing to the fact that the ground
slopes away to lower levels at the other end of the town. It was also pointed out that the
Todd. River is completely dry for most periods of the year, and floods have not been known to
reach this position.

23. At the outset it appears that there was some opposition to the site, on the ground
that it would interfere with facilities available for the public, but it is understood that a site

^n^i^^pi^^c^l^m^^^ ^shl C^m^it^l^<ls ^hl^'e^^esiti^fi^(TTl^aT^fal^io'^'h^^for an altern
the selection
for the school buildings is the most suitable for the purpose.

Coiistruction.

24. The building will be reinforced concrete frame with infill panels of cement bricks.
External walls will be 11-in. cavity walls, bagged down externally and painted. Internal walls
will be 4Jr inches thick cement brick construction.2

25. The roof will be framed up with timber trusses and covered witli corrugated asbestos
cement sheets, and a continuous ventilating ridge will be provided over all clas» rooms j71oors
of class rooms, Adminis'fcra.tive rooms, &c., will be covered mth coloured bitumastic felt to
provide a resilient, comfortable wearing surface, and the remainder of the floors will be finished
In granolithic.

26. The southern walls of class rooms will consist of adjustable glass louvres in suitable
frames^he northern walls will be similarly treated to en^re maximum natural light and cross
ventilation. End walls of class rooms will have blackboard full width of the room to door head
height , and below the chalk rail built-in cupboards will be provided for storage of stationery
and equipment.

27. Ceilings to class rooms, science rooms, &c., will be covered witli perforated acoustic
tiles, and otlier ceilings will^ be plastered. On.topi of all ceilings, in roof space, a layer of 2-in.
insulating wool will be laid as heat insulating material.

28. The ventilation system will consist of the necessary duct; work and propeller type
exhaust fans only. The domestic science section of the school will be equipped with electrical

t/

cooking appliances and fully automatic type laundry equipment.

*
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Estimated Cost.

_ 29. The estimated cost of the building was stated to be subject to variation due to
changing circumstances governing costs in the building industry, "but were calculated in
September, 1948, to totaf £78,024^

30. The Committee notes that, in addition to the 10 per cent. contingencies item, an
additional 10 per cent has been added to cover probable increase in costs. It is known that
ln,CJest!es_haZ.eia;l'[eiad}Lta.ke^place in buildin^ costs. since _the date given for these calculations,
and it .is probable that the proportion of contingencies usually included m the normai
^^fln^! He^^£^t!l,ati^ in cost wil1 have been exceeded. It appears reasonable,
therefore, fo. an .dditional »mo,nt to be .dded to p.ovHe &, futur. ino.eSs;~How;ve;:»
i^Jby no means certam, from consideration of world trading" operations;" tdiaFpnces^
continue to rise rapidly, special attention should be given to these costs to ensure- that due
regard is paid to economy as the work proceeds.

Need for the School.
3L.on.theirlI18pection of the school bmldings^ at present in use the Members of the

Committee could not fail to be impressed with the badly overcrowded conditions under which
thepupl,ls and tieacller,s have to work- Scholars sitting tliree in a desk, in rooms where the (iesks
^CSdJhlAlLflooLto. wlthin.a .few ,feet of flle-:blackboard7demonstrated^clealrlyl^e
discomfortandmconvemence ^ 'T^ ^.^ b-g-hamper;d,-.,TIw"ar^U;e7te
troubles would be greatly increased when the change of seasons added hot; weather conditions
to the trying surroundings under which they were working when the Committee visited the
school.

32^I,ILa^drtLO!Lt,OJ1bs-msj>^ion,of t[}e s^°°i tlle committee considered a good deal of
!ivideTiT.,fr<^Lt,h!. %CTViiso^°f ^ducation for Nortliem Temtory Schools, the Headmaster of
the _ Alice ^Springs School, the Secretary of the Alice Springs' SchooTGommfttee: .

various

^^me^al^^la^L Tl^ot^lIL^^t?n^ ilh? ^re con?^ y -, ^.^ ^ .fche_ activities of -bhe
school. In every case it was emphasized that the conditions under which the schoofis conducted
at present make it most urgent for some relief to be provided immediately.

33'-.JFll^_comJ:lutt-ee.istlleref^re °fthe °Plmc)n that urgent steps should be taken to proceed
with the erection of new premises for the school.

Future Proposals.
^4^?LW^Jei?rT-ent.ei^ti° t^e co/nmittee m tlle first instance that the first stage comprising

^ ^^^TZ^^^^JI^1^^^,,-]!!,1!'?,! F.r^v:^^-^oul?i.113? re(lulred as a matter of urgency ;
?.hep-s^°,nd^^ a>ie.Lcomprlsl^g t]^e primary and .Infant8' Block, would be required for occupation
m four.ye8Tltime; and the third stage; Providin§for the Assembly" Hall: would~'be''ne^ary
in ten years' time.

?fl ^^w^(!g^^:lills^I'^!'mJ!ll^u^d al.ig.reat'^-eaLli°^ ^on,cern amongst those intimately
conneoted with tte^chool, as they .egri, the p&,s for,the first .toge^s mAquate-evenYf
Ttedj>t once, It was atongly advoo-.ted tha<the whole pr.p.amme0 should b^ pushed ah»d
at one time, and that at least the first and second stages were urgently required.

^6,:.iI^w.aLa-dnllt^e^tllaJ:'.' asi? secon^ary school, the proposals put forward were adequate
a.dp.o^d accommodation for all the, secondary pupils Aely tote comi,g"foTd fo7,ome
^er^^Af?ihi^?UJ,a?i:[+^eZl,T^^eT. also--refa complete for such a purpose, for they
F,r^lid^^Ltlle-^a iti.T des,ira^le, m a modern secondary school in that iocallty ft was
^gg^edm^somequarters^ha^ the plans might ^even be regarded, in comparison with many
!^i?-^.!?^al^'^s .?a-laitial^HOW Y'. the num1bersalready using .the present school, and
consideration of the^umber of prospective pupils carefully estimated0 as~a factor'tobefacecrin
the.near.fatule;make Ik essential to PTOVide' not o°.l7 ^ ^ s.condary-^oT, M^t^
large number of pupils in the lower grades immediately.

37. Apart^from -fche statistics of birth rate other evidence indicated that the school
population was likely to increase substantially at an early date.

Accommodation Hostels.

;,3!L ^p^il^"ldicatio-n.-of ^e likelihood of immediate growth of the school population
^ven_m ^no-oncernmg the pTon b^g^ade & aocommcAting-inrhS-i,
^!is?^l?! .CSren..wll^c?m,e-, from .°,utlying, distiicts to the Alice Springs schools One
5°??.L^;KT? ^^mi S^ I2 icSdirTW?^ a^mS list of 20, also has a new site upon which
it is proposed to build another hostel for 100 children.
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39. Itwa^steessed that Alice Springs Jias become an important educational centre, with
dildre, o^nung fron^h.ee Steto and th. North,;., Territoy'. K w>, also pointed-out tl>»t
b^wieien3U.T-Landi_?lrwin!.a d^tance 0{, 1»750 miles, the Alice Springs school i& the only one
^a?f'bie^of.g_ivi^i-c]:lildren;-Tn.educa^onpbe?,ond Primary, standard, and it. is the ouly town m
that vast area'where provision is made for the accommodation of children who must live away
from their homes in order to attend school.

40. The Committee was mformed, in evidence. that__at Alice Springs there are over 90
boarders who come from distant places, such as Newcastle Waters. They board in hostels wliich
are supervised by various denominations, and are granted on allowance of £30 per annum,
which covers half the cos-fc of the hostel charges. There is a special hostel for half-castes where
the aim is to assimilate them into the ordinary school. The full-bloods do not go to the ordinary
scliool but are looked after in a separate school.

41. Expanding air >services are making it easier to send children to Alice Springs for their
education, and ^ a recent survey touclung cattle stations from Wyndham to Derby showed a
widespread desire to send more children to the hostels as soon as accommodation could be
arranged for them. The Committee was impressed with the enthusiasm of those in charge and
with the good work being done by these hostels, and it is evident that they will be a factor
contributing to the rapid growth in the number of pupils to be taught in Alice Springs schools in
the near future.

The Present Buildings.
42. Apart from the necessity of the school from tlie point of view of numbers demanding

accommodation, the state of the present buildings is a most important factor. The main school
consists of four rooms plus an enclosed verandah, which has a low ceiling and gets the full range
of the sun, making it most uncomforta'ble in hot weather. Also in the school grounds are a
Sidney Williams hut, _ and another temporary building used as a science laboratory: In addition
two rooms are rented from the Methodist Inland Mission and the Australian Inland Mission.

43. Of all this accommodation available the Sidney Williams hut is good temporary
accommodation, one of the roofns in the main school used for the infants is good though crowded
and lacking in furniture, and one of the rented rooms is good and serviceable but is some
distance from the school. The other rooms are too small, ill-lit. gloomy and badly ventilated.
The toilet and lavatory facilities are unsatisfactory, and the whole school is badly overcrowded.
These defects and many others were emphasized in copies of mpdical reports recently made and
produced to the Committee.

44. The Committee therefore recommends that, as some time has already elapsed since
tlie population estimates, upon wliicli the plans were drawn, were made. and tlie time when the
.omplete school will be necessary is fast approaching, efEorts should be made to secure a tender

for the whole project. This miglit be done in such a way that a. contractor could be assured
of tlie complete programme of buildings on which lie could work consecutively, completing each.

»

of the three stages in turn.
The Playing Area.

45. The attendances at the school show a marked deficiency attributable to sickness, and,
after making allowances. for the usual maladies met witli in richool work, a considerable amount

&

of sickness is attributed to the state of the playground. Many of the children, and also the
teachers, are affected witli trouble to the eyes and upper respiratory tract, with consequent
si.bsences frnni school and serious effects on the standard of the work. The total area of the
playground was stated to be three-quarters of an acre, with a loose pand surface, and dust from
it is uliurned up and carried into the school. As a result of preventive measures^ such. as drops
for the children ,s eyes; a certain amount of success has been acliicved in alleviating the eye
trouble.

46. In 1947 a strongly worded report was tendered by the Health Officer to the Chief
Medical Officer at Darwin, and, m April, 1949, .bhe Government Medical Offi.cer niadc a further
eport following his irLspecti.on of tlie school. Included in his report the Medical Officer said thatr

the schola.M numLered 340 at that date, but 60 were absent; due to sickneps. In liis opinion, the
suliool yard is unhygieniu and a Kource of infection ; it is simply an area of sand, dirt and dust,
and is qintR unsmttble ;is a, .(ilayground ; and the position i.s now one of extrmc urgency from
a, heaJtli point of v-iew.

47. He a.Ls^' reported that the rooms are poorly lit, Ladly veutila.ted and quite inadequate
for tlic aooommodation of the number of children allocated to the respective rooms In many
instances three children occupy ^ one desk, and, in the Infants' Section, owing to insufficient
furniture, many of the children sit on the floor. The sanitation is absolutely inadequate for the
number of children attending tlie .school, and there Las been a marked inc.rease in sicktiess during
the past twelve months. He regarded it as scandalous that such a state of affairs liad been
allowed to develop, partiuularly in view of the nature of previouy reports on the matter.

F.3116. 3



10<

48. The Committee feels that, without waiting for the new school to be erected, something t

should be done immediately to alleviate _the conditions at the school, and it recommends that
suitable action be taken to cover the playing area with appropriate material to prevent the
existing dust menace It also recommends tliat, as it will be some time before work can actually
start- on the new buildings, action should be taken at once to improve the sanitary arrangements
and all other defects wherever it is possible to do so.

Materials and Labour.

.4;?-'-COITdera^on was givpeni t'otlle <iuestion of the availability of materials and labour,
^^t^lat=fti^m^^^hST^rS
provirion Las been m.<hfor the walls to be made of_cement bricks which will be made ~on the
^po^.1K.ha^eenpos;lt)le to avoi(l tl]c ll8e of steel,for the TOofbyplanmng~fortl«;~roofto"be
{!^m^.d,.up^th.tY ni)(ll"fcrusses- ;Hld wherever possible items in short supply have been replaced
by alternative materials.

50: -A:l?iough labour isnor"iaUy very scarce_ in Alice Springs the Committee was informed
that some buildings are now in progress, and certain firms ofbuilders and -arduteots in Adelaide
^pydto a,.,a,,geto c,,r,y out tl,c. work, if o cou,,,de,able pro,,,,>,nme7.,'be-»ttled-to
I^ak ^ i YortlLwhi!e se,ttln^' ,UP the necessary organizationm Mice ^ Springs. The Committee
STi^^i^^dgt!'&ii^ya^rSk?mtof?hloslpr^iaIxiZiAl?(heeS^1^
required for the work.

Technical Ed'ucation.

?OIS-e^.' lI^]itI?gyt'h^lM^il(!a §^e^.<d^^.^^i1f^e&&kmleqm^^t o^ea;atI^eT^!lollm^ ^^' diffictihk
to obtain. It also appears that training in saddlery and other various essentiais for farm and

^^,1^^0.^ ,ai ..^a)^^)<lesclililrlct<h ll^^i," sonTh<m<ptll^8n ^s tinade of ttie po^ibijl^ of
t^calto^nig^^ie^fu^c. However, the Conmutte^is of opinion ^that a-ve;yusefuf-and
S?Tnt^e^d^i?1^0^emtJla^?^of&T^llLt^e4.??J?'^^
as soon as po^ibl^ opecial_ course-i of technical training to provide'skilled labour required tS:
^l^oloTbiY^^nT^t;oisplTyrT^lith^l^ilrtl^'gl^^wit]aglno^(^0^

<f

SECTION IV.
THE COMMITTEE'S CONCLUSIONS.

52. After consideration of the evidence the Committee arrived at the followingconclusions :

Paragraph
In Report.

(1) New school premisey are urgently required at Alice Springs 33< t

(2) The site chosen is suitable for the purpose 23
(3) Tender. Aould be i,,vited fo. the wfleprojoct ,". that tl>eoo,t»ct»
(4) P]a^]ia^igTOl^u^n^c^!^ell^edut^a^l^ titse ^ftl^eslT^ii^ff^n 44. t

g 50» t

(5) Special attention should be given to estimated contingency items as
the work proceeds 30t * < . * t » * * < .

(6) Immediate action should be taken to cover the existing playing area
and to improve sanitary and other arrangements 48» t . .

(7) Special technical training facilities should be included in the planning 51

CHARLES A. LAMP,
Chairman.
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