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together wilth
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Minutes of Proceedings of the Commities.
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EXTRACTS FROM THE VOTES AND PROCEEBDINGS.

No. 9 of 28th Juns, 1981,

9. COMMITTER OF PRIVILEGHES.- Mr. Harrison {(Vice-President of
the Txecutive Council) moved, by leave, That Mr. Clark,
Mr. Bvatt, Mr. McDonald, Mr. McLeay, Mr. Shsehan,
Mr. 8wartz and Mr. Turmnbull bs members of the Committes
of Priviieges; flve to form a quorum,

Question - put and passesad.

No. 28 of 3rd October, 10BL.

2. PRIVIIEGH - NEWEPAPER MISREPRESENTATION CF MEMBERS OF THE
HOUSE.~ Mr. Corser raised & matter of Privilsesge based on
a Statement in the Bydney newspaper The Sun of the 2nd
Oetober, 1951, regerding Members' purchases in the
Parliamentary Refreshment Hooms. Mr. Corser having produced
a copy of the paper containing the statement and having
glven the name of the printer snd publisher, moved, That
the Committes of Privileges give early consideration to
the conments by ths Chief of The Sun Canberra Bureau appear-—
ing in The 3un of the 2nd Octovber, 19581, printed and
published in Sydney, and report on -

(1) the truth, or otherwise, of the lupressions conveyed
by the article;

(8} the privileges extended by the House Committse to the
writer of the artlcle, and to all others who work
within the precincts of Parliament House;

(%) the wisdom or otherwise of cmtinuing the extension
of privileges to others than Members of the
Parliament.

Debate ensued.

guastion -~ put and passed.

No. 83 of 4th October, 1951,

4. COMMITTEE OF PRIVILEGES.— Mr. EBric J. Hsrrison (Vice-
Preeldent of the Fxecutive Counell) moved, by leave,
That the Commlttes of Privileges have leavse to slt
during the sittings of the House.

Question - put and passed:




3.
MIRUTES OF PROCEEDINGH.

Parilament Houss, (anberra.

Thursday, 4th Cctober, 1951,

Present:
¥re J. J. Clark Mr. T, Shechan
Mr. A. M. Mchonald Mr. . W. . Swartz
Mr. J. McLaay Mr. We G. Turnbull

The Entriss in the Votes and Prosesdings of the House of
Representatives No. 9 of Z8th June, 1951, recording the appoint-
ment of Wembers of the Commlittes; Wo., B8 of 3rd Cetober, 1951,
recording the Resolution referring to the Committes for report
a matter of Privilege raised by Mr. Corser; and No. 23 of 4th
Qetober, 1951, in connection with sittings of the Committes,
were read by the Clerk of Commitiess.

Onn the mobtlon of Mr. MceLeay, Mr. McDonald was alected
Chairman. '

The Committes daliberatgd,

Ordered ~ That the Clerk of the House of Representatives
and a representative from the Joint How e Department, be asked
to attend the Committee on Tuesday, tho 16th October, 19B1, to
submit evidencs relevant to the matter referred to the Committes.

The Committee adjourned,

S

Tuesday, 16th CGetober, 19B5L.
Prasaent:

Mr. Mebonald{Chairman)

Mr. Clark ¥r. S3heehan
Mr. HEvatt Mr. Swartz
Mr. McLeay Mr. Turnbuall

The Minutes of the previcus meeltling were read and confirmad.

F. ¢. Grasn, M.0., Clerk of the House of Representatives,
and R. W. Hillyer, Chief Clerk and Accountant, Joint House
Department, were separately called and informally examined.

The Commlttee deliberated.

The Committes adjourned.

Tal naesday ., 17%h October,l%lq

Present:
Mr. Mchonald (Chairman)
Mr. Clark Mr. Sheehan
Mr. Bvatd Hr. Swartz
lr. McLeay Mr. Turnbull

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.

The Hon. A. ¢. Cameron, M.P., Speaker of the House of
Representatives, having been invited by the Gommlititee to abttend
the meeting; conferrsd informally with the Commitbes.

The Commitice delibsrated.

Ordered: That Mr. alan Reid, Ohief of The Sun Cenberra
Bursau, be reguested bte attend the Commitiee at 4 p.me. on Tussday,
the 23rd Qctober, 1951.

The Commlttes adjourneds.
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Tuesdey, 23rd Qeoctober, 1951.
Present:
Mr. MeDonald (Chairman)
Mr. Olark Mr. Bwartsz
Mr., Meloay Mr. Turnbull

Mr. Sheshan

The Minutes of the previcus meebting werse read and
confirmed.

Alan Douglas Reld, Chief of The Sun Canberra Bureau,
wag called, sworn and examined.

Witness withdrew.
The Committse dslibarated,

Ordsred - That the Chairman prepare a Draft Report
for consideration at the next mesbting.

The Ccommittee adjournsd.

Thursday, 25%th October, 195%1.
Present:
Mr. MeDeneld (Chalrman)

Mr. Clerk Mr., Swarts
Mr. McelLesy Mr. Turnbull
fir. Sheshan

The Minutes of the previous meeling were rsad and
confirmed,

The Chairman svbmitted o Draft Report in connesction

Ordered -~ That conegideration of the Draft Rsport be
postponed until the next meating.
The Committes sdjourned.

Wedneaday, 3lst October, 1951.
Progant:
. ieDonald (Chairmen)

Mr. Clark Mr. Swartz
Mz, Mclosy lr. Turnbull
Mr. Sheehan
The Minutes of ithe vrevicus meeting were read and
gonf irmed.

The Draft Report in convcction with the rartiele
appearing in The Sun of the 2nd October, 1951, as submitted
te the previcus mesting, wos considered, and agresd to, as
amendea d.

[ I T A L N RN

The Comunitteo adiourned,




5.
EEPORT

On ths 3rd October, 1551, Mr. B.H. Corsar ralged a matier
of Privilege in the House of Representatives based on an article
published in the Sydney newspapsr The Sun of the 2nd Oetober, 1951
{see Appendix "A"), and, on the motion of Mr. Corser, the matter
wag referred to the Committes of Priviieges in the followlng terms :-

"That the Comnittea of Privileges give varly
conslideration to the somments by the Chisf of The 8Sun
Cenberra Bureau appesring In The Sun newspapsr of tha
2nd October, 19%], printsd and published in Sydney,
snd report on -

(1) +the truth, or otherwise, of the impresslons
gonveyad by the artlcls;

(2) the privileges extended by the House Committee
to the writer of the artiecle, and to all
others who work within the precincta of
Parlisment Houso;

(%) ths wisdom or otherwise of oontinuing the
extension of privileges to others than
Memberg of the Parliament."

2 The Committes of Privileges is appointed under Standing
Order No. 2L for the purpose of inguiring info and reporting upon
somplaints of breach of privilege which may be referred to it by
the House. It ls asccordingly the visw of the Commlttse that,

this matier having been raferred to the Committes of Privileges,
the prinelpel quastion to be gdetermined by this Committee 18
whether, In ilts opinicn, the article complasined of doss constitute
a ®¥reach of privilegs,

3. Section 49 of the Constitution provides that the powsrs,
privileges and immunitiss of the Senate snd of the Houss of
Representatives, and of the Mewbers and ths Committees of each
Houss, shall bs such as are dsclared by the Parlisment, and
untll deslared shall be those of the (ommons House of Parllament
of the United Kingdom, end of its sembers and Committees, at

the eatabllshment of the Commonwealth. As the privileges of the
Comnonwealth Parliiament have not been defined by statute, it is
neasgsary to refer to the practice of the House of Jommons.
Relsevent extracts from jay's Parlismentary Practice, 15th Ed.
are quoted hereundsr ;-

"Tn 1701 the Houss of Commons resolvad that
to print or publish any books or libels reflscting
on the proocsedings of the House ls & hlgh violation
of the rights gnd privilsges of the House, and
indignities offered to their Houss by words spoksn
or writings publicshed reflecting on its sgharactar
or procesdings hawve buwsn consbantly punished by
both the Lords asnd the Commons upon the princilple
that such acts tend to obstruct the Houses in the
performance of thelr functions by diminighing the
raagpootl due Lo them. .

"Reflentior.a vpon Membsrs, ths pertlcular
individuels not being named or otherwise indlcated,
ars aqulvalent to reflections on the House.™ (pellT),

Yanelagous to molestation of Mewbers on account
of their behgviour in Parliament sre gpesches and
writings reflecting upon thaeir conduct as Mewmbers."
(p. 125).
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L. In 2 comparatively recent oasse which came before the
Privileges Committes of the House of Commons it was stated by the
then Clerk of the House of Commons, 8ir Gilbert Cempion, G.Q,B.
(now Lord Campion) that -

"aspersions on the genaral conduct of Members
are not reflections involving breach of privilege,
uniess they rolate to the sectusl transsction of the
business of the House (including any Committes of
the House}." (a)

5. Thus 1t is thst the statements in The Sun articis
which ars of foremost importaence are those which deal with the aone-
duct of Members in their pasrllamentery capacity.

é, The definite statements are made that —

"Within minutes of the Budget detsils being
announced and Members learning that whisky, other
gpirita, cigerettes and shaving gear were to be
deerer, there was a concerted onslsught on ths
parlismentary bar,?,

and

W{he mass movement from the chawbsrs of
the House of Rspressntatives and the Senate to the
bar 1s & further manifastation of the manner in
which membars would prefer to sce Pariisment
House function.Y.

The only eonstruction that can Be placed upon theose statements

ls that Members en mssse neglected the business of the House, for-
800K their parliamentery duties, and pariticipated in the soc-called
Winglorious and undignified rush" to the llguor bar. Such an
imputetion is completely erroncous, and in the opluion of the
Committes, grosely reflects on the pariismentery oconduct of Membsrs.

T Gubssquontly it is statsd -

HYTust as a wan cannot bs a hero %o his valet,
the Parlismentariang are no heross to a staff that
geea those MP's sweat and toil for every privilege
and concesaion that is obtainsbls and then go into
the Chamber and denounce the evils of privilegs and
conosssion. "

This further impuiation in effect charges Members with carryling
out their Parliamentary dutises in a complstely hypocoritical manner.
It is ragardsd by the Commities as not only & sericus reflection
on the character of members individually, but also on the manner
in whish the business of the House 1s transacted.

8. It is the view of the Committse that, having regard to
the prinsiples of privilege laid down in respect to reflsctions
upon Membars, the statements guoted above ars a breasch of privilegs

Q. The articls as & whole, wlth its accompanying oaarioon

and captions, conveys an impression that Mewmbsrs generally within
the precincts of the House show more interest in the procurement of
liguor and tobaoco suppiles than they do in thelr official dubies.
The Committss onnsiders that the statements mads in this respsot
are grossly exaggerated and erroneous in thelr implications, and
conssguantly convey a false Lmpression.

10. "he staff overtims rateg whlch are maptionad in the )
article ara in accordencs with the rates spsclfisd in the FPublic

{a) House of Commons Paper 138 {1946-7), p. 126.
/7



7.
Service (Parliomentary O0fficers) Regulations,

11, Mr. Reld, the writer of the article, appeared before

the Committee as a witness. With the sxcoption of the cartoon

and the captlons, he sccepted fMull rusponsibility for the views
exprosssd in the articie. In the cpinion of the Committes he was
not able to substantlate satisfactorily the asccurascy of many of
the allegations contained in the article. In uvidence he admitted
that his uss of the word "mass" in relstilon to the allogod
movement 4o the bar was "unfortunate!., The witnuess ecstimatesd that
the Mewbers of both Housés whom he had thus observed, over a
puriod of somg hours, numbured sobout cightasn. Other statemcnts
appear to be based on hearsay svidence, or conjocture, the
authentleity of which is not proved,

1z, While holding the view that the nruicle, to the sxtent
inalcated, is ¢ bresch of privilege, the Comnittee doas not
racommend thet any punitive setion should be contemplated aganinst
the writer. The article is in poor taste; whilzt not wholly
untrue, ilts many distortions and exaggorations classify it as
irresponsibie. The Committes considsrs that the Houss would best
serve Lts own dignity by *tsking no further action in the matter.

13, Parta 2 2nd % of bthe Resolution of the Houss reforring
this mattar to the Qoumittes relfsy to the wmatter of privilages
extended by the House Committee to others than Mombors of The
Parliamont. "Privilogee" in this inatance rviate to seorvices
provided by the Parlismontary Refreshisont Roomg. Such mattaors
coms within the prerogative of the Houss Comultbse and do nob,
under Stonding Order No. 24, appoar to coms within the functions
of the Comnittce of Privilegss.

1h. Following the Resolution of the Houso referring this
metter to the Comnlitec of Privileges for inguiry, the following
regolution wrs pnsscd at a gpocial meecing of the Pedoral
Parliomuhiory Progs Galloery: -

"The Federal Parliamentary Progs Gallery
supportes wholchenritedly anything thatl helps Lo prusarve
the dignity of the Parliamcnt snd, ot the sams tilms, 1t
deferds the right of meubors of the Podersl Parliamentary
Frogs Gellery to report fairly and sceurstely cnd 1o
cominsnt Fairly and accurstsly on the procecdings of the
Houge or on happenings within the preeinets of the Hougo.
"orthoracre, without presuwming in any way to say
wheth. T or not the article in guostion constitulzs a breach
of privitoge, the Gallery declares its belief that ths
fzets conbalned in it are correct, eithor on the gvidsncu
of soms mewbors of the Gellery in rospact Lo some of the
allaepgations, or as watiers of couson knowledge in otheras®.
This Resolution was trsnssitted to the Comuiitee by the President,
and Sscrotary of the Gellory. Whilsh refraining from comnenting
on the proprlety of the Press Gollery in sttempting to pre-judgs
the issuc, the Cownltieo expressos its opinion that the Gallery
docs iEsclf Little credit in lending its support to en article
of ths nature writton by ¥r. Reid. '

1e. During its inguiries, the Cowmittes inforwally con-
ferrod with thoe Hon. A.G. Ceameron, w.P. (Speaker of the House of
Representabives), Mr. F.C. Greecn, s.C. (Clurk of the House of
Repressantetives) and ke, R.Y, Hillyoer (Chist Clurie and 4ccountant,
Joint House Doupertucnt).  yr. Alan Douglas Reld attenued the
Cowulttes as a witness aﬁu/?drmally axainined. A Copy of'tha
Minutes of Evidence taken and coples of stateucents supplied %o
the Committee by Mr. Speeker and the Cierk of the Houes heve been
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tavled in ths Librasry for the infoermation of honorasble Membsrs,

16. {(a)

(®)

(e)

(a)

Gonelusions.

That in respect to the statoments ralferred bo in
paragraphs &6 and 7 of this reoport, ths Committes
considers that a brasch of priviloge has been
comnitted,

That ths articlo, while not wholly unirue, contains
stataments regarding the comduct of Members which are
grossly sxaggorated ond erronsous in thelr implications,
and conseguontly conveys o false lmpressgion.

That the CQomalttes does not recomnend the taking of
punitive action agsinst the writer of the article; it
considers that ths House would best serve its own
dignity by taking no furthor action in the maetter.

Tnat Farts 2 and 3 of the Resoluticn of the House

roforring this mattesr to the Committee relate to
mattaers which cons within the prerogative of the

Houge Coumithes,

Allen McDonald,

o

CHALRMAN.

Parliament Houaos,
Ganbsrra, 3lst Octobey, 1351,
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TANBERRA, Tuesday, — Just 88 3 man may admive the

functienal utility of 2 zoo without becoming foo fond of
The animeals that inhabif it, be can respect the parliameniary
instifution without hero-worshipping individual members.

The necessity for
Aistinguishing b e-
Jtween the parliamen-
tary institution and
those who serve it
was provided clearly
last weelk,

Within minutes of the
Budgei details being an-

ngunced and  members
learning that whisky,
other spirits, cigareties

and shaving gear were to
be dearer, there was g
concerted onslaught on
the parliamentary bar.

Joe Clark, Labor mem-
ber for Dariing, arrived
just - at  the moment a
Couniry  Party group
were stocking up with
razor blades. shaving
soaps and. extraordinary
sy 1t mey seem, shaving
brushes.

(1f Clark had srrived at
another thome he would
probably  have found
members of his own party
or ILiberals dolng the
zame, for human nature
ignores the artificial bar-
riers of party divisions.}

Commented Clark bit-

terly, *This is prefty
tough. Here are you fel-
lows hogging evervibing
and befling the gun, and
yet you are the very
people who are putting
the prices up.”

BUT # was even more
. Hluminating 1o stand
in King’s Hall and watch
menber  affer member
from g}l parties coming
from the bar with bottleg
of whisky and carfons of
cigarettes, all at the old
pries, tucked under the
arm,

inglorious,
undignified rosh

Those who did not par-
iicipate in the inglorious
and undignified rush had
no consideration.

Though members were
repeatedly wamed that
their buying spree would

mean  that  colleagues
would have to go with-
out, ihew demanded

everything they could get
and kept on demanding,
though  aftempte were
made to conserve stocks,

L‘&C'I'U_&LLY the mass
-~ 4

movement irom the
chambers of the House of
Representatives and the
Senaie to the bar is a fur-
thier manifestation of the
manner in which  mers-
bers would prefer to ses
Parfisment House func-
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vidual excepiions)
pears to be:

& This iz our club, and it
iz to be run exclusively
for us,

& We must have people fc
cater for our convenience,
but they are dashed lucky
to be permitted {o cater
for our gonvenience. N

The parliamentary staff,
and. partieulariy, the
messengers, do not see if
guite in that light

Jugt as & man cannot be
a hero to his valel, the
parlamentarians are no
heroes io g staff that sees
those MPFP'z sweat and toil
for every privilege and
copcession that is obtain-
able and then go inic the
chamber and denounce
the evils of privilege and
concession.

For & start, there ig the
bar. In prewar years,
when cigareftes and to-
baceo were plentiful, the
staff was encouraged to
wuy al Parliament House
because bar ftrade was
profiteble and enabled the
otherwise considerable
deficit of the refreshment
room io be reduced,

S,
Sofved their
smoke worries

This ztaff buying buill
up the substanfial guota
which Pearliament House

was subseguentiy alloited.
Then rame the wartime
tabacro shortase.

ap-

... “they must be MP's going back io Can-
berra for this week’s Parliament .. .”

ed everyome else in the
House but themselves,

@ Members could eart
away unlimited guaniities
of beer, whisky and cigar-
etieg, {One  Sydney-
bound car is reperted to
have broken a back spring
due fo the beer load at the
end of the last session.)
@ Non~members were is
sted with a pink ration-
ing tickei entitling them
to 20 cigarettes a week.

Their own mail
order business

The members loudly
hailed this reform &8s
equality of sacrifice.

Bui from this sacrifice.

they exempted them-
selves,
This “reform™ enables

themn now io write from
wherever they are in
Australia and have for-
warded them virfoally
unlimited gquantifies of
liguor and cigarsttes,
With these supplies

{Whern Parliament i= in
reccss the guoie is cut
dgown io meel only staff
needs}.

REORE important than
any amenity is the
guestion of remuneration.
There is a strong maove
on io get members a pay
increase.

Thiz iz & move with
which I sympathizse be-
cause [ feel that &
demgoeracy should pay (o
ithe people who shape its
laws an adequate and
dignified remmmeration

At the seme time the
messengers are trying to
get overtime improve-
ments. Some of the stafl
work s seven-day weel

BParlioment is
their club

Under the Iaw, hoiels
are closed for drinking on
Sundays. But not the bar
at Parliament House.

. Members _ considering

They rushed Porliament House

They stocked up on liquor and

cigarettes af the old price.

e
baor.
&
&
ing brushes |
®

They even bought alf the shav-

Miembers insist on Parlioment

Mouse bur opening on Sundays.

is justification for this
because. stranded in Can-~
berra  over a dreary
weekend, it is their oniy
Irome) insist upon the
bar opening.

Bui they deo not pay
cvertime to the men who
have to sacrifice  their

. Bundays to attend work.

Poor treatment
for the staff

Apparently those who
wail upon their pieasure
and convenienece are suf-
ficiently rewarded by the
knowliedge  that  they
serve ihe mation’s great

’I‘*HOUGH Labor was in
power for  vears,
the staff bad fo wailt pniil
Archie Galbraith Cam-
eron became Speaker be-
fore their woes
even partially redressed.
Before that, men who
won their safe Labor geais
and drew their £1508 a
vear {(and perquisifes)
for the eloguent manner
in which they demanded
betier treatment for the
workers, let the men who
‘worked for them eat their
lunches in odd corners
and keepiheir clothes andg
belongings anywhere.
Cameron gave them a
lvgnchj—rosm al:{é lockers,

were |

from their viewpoint, is
af least something.

Now, after working 10
housrs, they geit 16/- and,
after 13 hours, £1.

These men would
sooner be covered by the
law yather than parlia-
ment’s caprice, and have
& proper award and con-
ditions that would en-~
able them 1o get payment
if forced to work through
the weekend,

In view of the indif-
ference of the average
parliament to their wel-
fare ther cannoi be
bramed,

But at present Parlia-
ment FHouse s very
definitely  ihe wnost ex-
clusive club in Ausiralia
and only members have
rights,

Do vour
7 ETEEYE
Beck, Shde or Ship?

FASTEETE, a new, im-
proved powder, sprinkled
on uppsr or lower plates,
keeps false feeth Arm and
comforiable. Cannot slide,
siip, rock,; or pop-oul. No
gummy, gooey taste. Eeeps
sreath sweel Get
FASTEETE to-da¥F

—swe mEayniot Tafies




