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THE PARLIAMENT OF THE GOMMO^/EALTH OF AUSTRALIA

HOUSS OP

R E P O R T

fr orn t he

STANDING OCMMITTEE

of

PRIVILSG.ES

relating to

A STATEMENT APPEARING IN THE SYDNEY
NEWSPAPER DAILY TELEGRAPH OB1 THE 1 3 t h
OCTOBER, 1 9 5 1 , CONCERNING A DECISION
OP THE JOINT HOUSE COMMITTEE,

together with

Minutes of Proceedings of the Committee



EXTRACTS PROM THE VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS.

No. 9 of 28th June . 1951.

COMMITTEE OP PRIVILEGES.- Mr. Harr ison (Vice-President of
the Executive Council) moved, by l eave , That Mr. Clark,
Mr. Eva t t , Mr. McDonald, Mr. McLeay, Mr. Sheehan,
Mr. Swartz and Mr. Turnbul l be members of the Committee
of P r i v i l e g e s ; f ive to form a quorum.

Question - put and passed.

No. 29 of 18th October , 1951.

PRIVILEGE - REFLECTION ON HOUSE COMMITTEE.- Mr. Speaker
drew the a t t e n t i o n of the House to a s tatement in the
Sydney newspaper Daily Telegraph of the lGth October,
1951, concerning an al leged c r i t i c i s m by the Prime
Minister a t a par ty mooting of a dec i s ion of the J o i n t
House Committee to r e s t r i c t the use of the Par l iamentary
Refreshment Rooms. Mr. Speaker l a i d upon the Table
a copy of tho paper conta in ing the statement and
shewing the name of the p r i n t e r and pub l i she r .

Mr, Menzics (Prime M i n i s t e r ) , made a statement in
connexion with the mat te r .

Mr. Evatt (Leader of tho Oppos i t ion) , as a matter of
P r i v i l e g e , moved, That the s ta tement in the newspaper
be r e f e r r ed to the Committee of P r i v i l e g e s for r e p o r t .

Question - put and passed.



3.

MINUTES OP PROCEEDINGS.

Parliament House, Canberra.

Tuesday, 23rd October, 1951.

Presen t :

Mr. McDonald (Chairman)

Mr. Clark Mr. Swartz
Mr. McLoay • Mr. Turnbull
Mr. Sheehan

The Minutes of the previous mooting wore read and confirmed.

The Entry in tho Votes and Proceedings No. 29 of the
18th October, 1951, recording o Resolution r e fe r r ing to the
Committee for report a matter of Pr iv i lege ra i sed by Mr. Evatt
was read by the Clerk cf Committees.

The Committee fu r ther de l ibera ted .

The Committee adjourned.

Wednesday, 7th. November, 1951.

Iir_oj3 cn_t:

Mr. McD on aId (C ha irman)

Mr. Clark Mr. Sheehan
Mr. Evatt Mr. Swartz
Mr. McLeay Mr. Turnbull

The Minutes of the previous mooting wore read and confirmed.

The Committee considered the matter referred to i t on the
18th October, 1951, concerning a report appearing in the Sydney
newspaper Da;U^J^cl£grajoJi of the same dote concerning a decision
of the Jo in t House Committee.

Tho Committee de l ibe ra t ed .

Ordered - That the Chairman prepare a Draft Report for
considerat ion at a I n t e r hour th i s day.

The meeting of the Committee was suspended.

The meeting of the Committee was resumed.

Tho Chairman submitted a Draft Report.

Tho Draft Report wos considered, and agreed t o , as
amended.

The Committee adjourned.



On the 18th October, 1951, Mr. Speaker (Hon. A .G. Cameron)
drew the attention of the House to a statement (Appendix 1!A")
appearing in tho Sydney newspaper P̂ Ai:l_Tole_grG_pJ} of the same date
concerning an alleged criticism by the prime Minister at a party
meeting of a decision of tho Joint House Committee tc restrict the
use of the Parliamentary Refreshment Rooms,

2, The Prime Minister (Rt. Hon. R.G. Mcnzics, G.H., K.C.)
then rose in the House and said -

it-.'My attention was directed tc this publication just
as I corno in this morning. It purports to give a report, not
of what I have said publicly, but of what I have said at the
party mooting. I want to say at once that I do not admit any
jurisdiction over a party mooting, I am net prepared to
concede that what honorable members say in a private party
mooting, when they offer their views on matters which"concern
them, can be canvassed in this H^usc. Apart from that, the
report which proceeds from some garbled account given by
somebody is inaccurate. It appeared in the press yesterday
morning that the Joint House Committee had decided to prevent
members of the press and ministerial staffs from securing
meals in the parliamentary refreshment rooms. I attended a
party mooting yesterday and I invited, very properly I think,
our representatives n̂ the Joint House Committee to to l l us
the ruling. We wore then tola that the
rocommendation would include o rule against the soiling of
bottled liquor to non-members, I think it is right to say
that every one entirely agreed with that rule. That is the
material respect in which the newspaper report to which
reference has boon made, i s false. I than offered my own
view, which I am prepared to offer on any appropriate occasion
that to deprive ministerial staffs of tho fac i l i t i e s for
obtaining a meal in this building will bo to make those staffs
unworkable in this place, and that to exclude the members of
the press from obtaining mcolo in this building and to turn
thorn out in a place in which the nearest rostuarant Is a long
distance a v; a y „ w i l l bo to m n k o t h o i r ow n w o r k impossible. I
venture to say that I had a perfect right to cxprcss those
views at a meeting of my own party and, if the matter is
presented to the House in a form in which we can deal with i t ,
I shall offer them once more,"

3. Tho Leader of the Opposition (Rt, Hon. H,V. Evatt, K.C. ),
as a matter of privilege, then moved "That tho statement In the
newspaper be referred to the Committee of Privileges for report",
and the motion was agreed to,

4. of particular significance in the consideration of this
matter is the fact that the statement reported to have been made by
the Prime Minister was mudu within the privacy of tho Party Room.
Tho Committee recognises tho right of Members in such privacy to
express themselves with tho utmost freedom nn any matter.
Accordingly, i t i s tho view nf trio Committee that the right of the
prime Minister to state his views in ouch circumstances cannot be
questioned.

5 . It is a foot, however, that the matter proceeded further
and that the allowed criticism of the decision of the House
Committee, attributed to the Prime Minister, was published in the
Daily Telegraph. Tho Prime Minister has stated that the report
is inaccurate; that in one material respect the report is false.
The moans by which this newspaper obtained i t s Information
concerning the private proceedings of the Liberal Party Mooting
has no relation to privilege; i t may bo that a breach of
confidence is involved, but whether or not this is so, the
publishers of tho paper, knowing that the report emanated from a
private meeting, must accept responsibility for I t s publication.



6, This newspaper publication has boon closely examined
by the Committee. It is definitely a severe criticism of the
decision of the House Committee and the inferences to bo drawn
from the publication border on an insult to members of that
Committee. At tho same time, the publication does not contain
any allegation or suggestion of dishonest or improper conduct by
the House Committee or its members in the performance of their
Parliamentary duties.

7.
that, while
publication,
contompt and

The Committee has reached the unanimous conclusion
i t feels compelled to express i t s disapproval at this
i t is of tho opinion that i t does not amount to a
thercforo docs not constitute a brooch of privilege.

Allan McDonald̂ .

HAIR MAN

Parliament House,
Canberra, 7th November, 1951.
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