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THE PARLIAMENT OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALTA,

HOUBE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

from the

TANDING CCMMITTEE

of

PRIVILEGES

relating to

A STATEMENT APPEARING IN THE SYDNEY
NEWSPAPER DAILY TELREGRAPH CGF THE 18th
OCTOBER, 1961, CONCERNING 4 DECISION
GF THE JOINT HOUBE COMMITTER,

together with

Minutes of Proceedings of the Committes.




EXTRACTS FROM THEL VOTES AND PRCCEEDINGS.

No. 9 of 28%h June, 1951,

9. COMMITTER OF PRIVILEGES.,- Mr. Harrison {(Viecs-President of
the Executive Council) moved, by leave, That Mr, Clark,
Mr., Evatt, Mr. McDonald, Mr, McLeay, Mr, Sheehan,
Mr. Swartz and Mr. Turnbull be membsrs of the Committes
of Privileges; filve to form & guorunm.

Question ~ put and passed,

No, 2% of 13th Cctober, 1951,

Z. PRIVILEGE - REFLECTION ON HOUSE COMMITTEZ.- Mr, Spcaksr
drew the attenti-n of the Hnuse tn & gtatement in the
Sydney nowspaper Daily Telegraph of the 13th Cectcoboer,
1951, concerning an allcged eriticlem by the Prime
Ministcr at & party mecting of a deecision of the Joint
Housgs Committes to rastrict the usce of the Parliamentary
Refrcoshment Rocms, Mr, Spcaker laid upon the Table
a copy of tho paper containing the statement and
ghowling the namce »f the printor and publisher.

Mr., Menzics (Prime Ministoer), made a statemont in
comnexlion with the mattor,

Mr., Bvatt (Loadcr of thoe Oppesition), as a matter of
Priviloge, movod, That the statocmont in the nowspsper
be roforrcd to thoe Conmmittce of Privilcges for report,

guestion - put and passcd.




5.

HINUTES CF PROCEEDINGS,
Parliaement House, Canberrs,

Tuesday, 23rd Cctober, 19561,

!

LE

o

ent :

Mr, McDonald {(Chairman)

Mr, Clark Mr., Swartsz

Mr., McLeay ‘ Mr, Turnbull
Mr, Shechan

The Minutes of the provious meeting woere read and oonfirmed.

The Entry in the Votes and Proccedings No, 29 of the
18th Cctober, 1851, recording o Resolution roferring to the
Committee for report & mattcr of Privilecge raised by Mr, Evatt,
was resd by the Clerk cof Committecs.

Tha Committce furthcer deliborated,

The Committee adjourncd,

Wodnesds 7th Novoembor, 1951,
b 3

Mr, McDonald (Chsirman)

Mr, Clark Mr, Shcohan
Mr, Evatt Mr, Swartsz
Mr. McLoay Mr. Turnbull

The Minutes of the previous mocting were rcad and confirmed,

The Committec considercd tnce mattor reforred to it on the
18th Cetober, 1981, concerning o rcport appcaring in the Sydney
newspaper Daily Telograph of the same detc conecrning a deccision
of the Joint House Committoeo.

Thg Ommmittee doliberatod,

Ordercd - That the Chalrman propare a Draft Report for
congideration at a loter hour this day.

The meeting of the Committce was suspended,

The meeting »f the Commliitec wae resumed.
Thg Chatrman submitted & Draft Roport.

The Draft Roponrt wes considercd, and sgroed to, as
amendod,

The Committceo adjourncd,
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On the 18th October, 1951, Mr, Sposkor (Hon,A.G,Cameron)
drew the attention of the House to a statement (Appendix "aM)
appearing in the Sydney newspeper Dsily Teleopraph of the samo date
conesrning an alleged criticlem by the Prime Minister at a party
meeting of o decision of the Joint House Committce te restrict the
uge of the Parlismontary Refrochment Rooms,

2, The Prime Minister (Rt. Hon, R.G. Menzics, C.H,, K.C.)
then rose in the House and saild -

"My attontion was dirceted to this publication just
as I came 1in this morning, It purports te give a ropert, not
of what I have geld publicly, but »f what I have sasid at ftnc
party mcoting,. I want to say at once that I de not sdmit any
dJurigdiction »ver a pariy mooting, I am nct preparcd to

cencedo that what hoenorable membors say in g private party

meeting, when they offer their vicws on matters which concern
them, can be canvasscd in tnhils Hruso, Apart from that, tho
roport which proccoeds from some garbled account given by
somebody ig inaccurato., It appoarca in the press yestorday

merning that the Joint House Committce had doeided to provent
membors of the press end ministerial etaffe from sceuring
meals in the parlliamentary rcefreshment rooms, I attended a
party meeting yestorday and I invited, very properly I think,
our rapresceniatives »n the Jnoint Housce Committeo o toll us
the ruling. e Wo waoere thon told that the
rocommendation would inciude o rulc ogsainst the sclling of
bottled ligunr to non-membors, I think it is right to say
that every one cntircly sgrood with that rulc, That is 1
material respecet In whicn the nowgpaper report o which
refercnce nas boen made, is falsc, I then offcrced my own
view, which I am preparod to offcr on any appropriatc occasion,
that t» doprive ministerisal stoffs of the Tacilitics for
obtalning & meal in this bullding will bo to moke those gtafis
unworkable in this place, and that to ocxelude tho membars of
the pross from ~bioining meals in this building and to turn
tnem ~ut in o place in which the ncoarcst restuarant is a long
distance away, will be to moke thelr own work impossible, I
vanturc to say that I had o porfcecet right o cxpross those
vicws ot a mooting of my own porty ond, if the matter is
rrescented to the Housc in o form in wnich we can deoal with it
I ghall nffer thoem once moro,”
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Opposition (Rt. Hon. H.V. Evatt, K.C.),

3. The Leader of tho
as & matter of privilege, tnen moved "That the statement in the
newgpaper be refcerred tn tfﬂ Coamittoe of Privilceges for rcport!,

and the motion was agrscd

o

4, f particular significanco in the consilderation of this
mattcr is the Tact that the statoment reported to hove boeen mado by
the Prime Ministor was made within the priveocy of tho Party Room.
The Committec rcecognizes the right »T Membors In such privacy tn
cxpréss theomsclves with the utmast Ifrcodom on any mattor,
Accordingly, it is the view ~f tho Committeo that the right of the
Primec Ministcr to state his views 1n such circumstancos canneot bo
gucationcd,

5. It is a foct, however, thot the mattor proccedecd further
and that the slleged criticism of the decision of tﬁclHﬁugo‘
Committec, attributed to the Prime Ministor, Waskpumllsgpa in the
Dally Tolcgraph, The Frimo Minister hoe stotoed that the roport

ig inaccuratc: that in oo moaterial rcspoet tho ?op@rt‘is folso,
The meanse by which this newspapcr cbtaincd its information _
concerning the privetc procecdings of the Liberal Party Mooting
nas no reletlion to priviloege; it may be that & broach of
confidencoe is involwvod, but whether or not this 1s an, ther
publishers of the papcr, knowlng that the report Ommnatc@ fp@m b3
private meoting, must accopt rosponsibility for its publicatiron,



&. This newspapor publicatiecn has béen closcly cxaminod
by the Committee. It ie dofinitcely o scvere criticism of tho
deecision cof the House Committce ond the inforonces to boe drawn
from the publication bordecr on an insult to members of that
Committee. At the same time, the publication does not contain
any allegation or suggostion of dishoncst or improper cenduct by
the House Commltitee or its members in the porformance of their
Parliamentary dutles,

T The Committoe has rcachod the unanimcus conclusion
that, while 1t foels compelled to oxpross its disapproval at this
publication, it is of tho opinicon that 1t docs not amount to a
contempt and therofore dncs not constitute a breach of priviloege.

Allan McDeonald,

- PrI . o
~ }"//K//-'J")_A C//K/‘/W'r""( //

HAIRMAN,

Parliament Houso,
Canborra, 7th Novembor, 1951,
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