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THE DUTIES OF THE COMMITIEE.

Section 8 of the Public devounts Committee Act 195] reads as follows :—

8. The duties of the Committeo are—
{«) to cxamine the aecounts of the recexpts and expenditure of the Commonwealth and each
and report i to the Houses of the Parliament by the Auditor-
General in pursnance of sub-section (1.) of section fifty-three of the Audit det 1901—
1950

(b) to report to both Houses of the Parlinment, with suoh comment as it thinks fit, any items
or matters in those accounts, statements and reports, or any ciroumstances connected
with them, to which, the Committec is of the opinion that the attention of the Parliament
should be dlreeted,

{¢) to report to hoth Houses of tho Paxli any al ion which the Ci i thinks
desireble in the form of the public accounts or in the method of keeping them, or in the
mode of receipt, control, issue or pryment of public moneys; and

(d) to inguire into any question in connexion with tho publis accounts which is reforred to it
by cither Houso of the Parlisment, and to report to that House upon that queshon,

and include such other duties as are assigned to the Committes by Joint Standing Orders app d by both
Housea of the Patliament.




JOINT COMMITTEE OF PUBLIC ACCOUNTS.

THIRTEENTH REPORT.

THE FORM AND CONTENT OF THE FINANCIAL DOCUMENTS
PRESENTED TO THE PARLIAMENT.

PROGRESS REPORT.

1. Early in its operations the Committee deeided
that, in terms of section 8 of the Public Accounts
Comomittee Aef 1851, it should initiate an investigation
into the form and content of the finuncinl documents
preseated to the Pavliament. The principal doenments
0 preaented inelude —

the Budget Speech,
+ the Jgtimates of i!eccipts and Expenditure, in-

" sluding: Additional Estimates and Supplemen-

+ tagy Estimates, .

the Rudget Papors,

t‘u‘,.}"il}]_ﬂlcc Sc““’ll"""" and’

the,vakigys Supply and Appropristion Bills,

#. Thringhout the year, the Committee has heen
wi.on many written statements, and has taken consider-
able oral evidence, un the form and content of the
several fingneial documents by the Auditor-General,
Uepartment of the Treasury, Postmaster-General's
the Parliamentary Draftsman and the

Jepa
Solinitr nern), and other asdociations interedted in
Bndget phattices and métliods.

. Oéhbartently with this  investigation, - and
with its veview of the netivities of the Postmaster-
General’s Department, the Committee has conducted &
speeinl exsmination inte the form and substance of the
Estimates of the Postmaster-General's Pepartment
which is as yet incomplete.

4. The Committee has also prepared und pre<ented to
the Parlinment in its Eighth Report on Parlinaentary
Procedure in the House of Representatives on Supply
and Appropriation Bills, a detailed statement of the
proeedure followed in the House of Representatives for
dealing with finaneinl matters. It has had in mipd
that this Kighth TRoport should be referred to
Standing Orders Committee of the ITouse.

5. The Committee regrots that, beeause of cirew
stances outside its contvol, it has not been able to com-
plete its review of the matters mentioned above in time
{o present 4 report to the Parlinment before it {s dis-
solved.

G, The Committee believes that the material that hus
been presented to it, both in writing and orally, is
highly veluable, and it is taking the step of presenting
to tho Parliament a progress report in order that the
material may not be lost to any future Commitiee, or
1o the Pavliament itself.

7. The C thinks the Parli should
know that evidence has been given that questions—

(«a) the legal and constitutional validity of the
present form of the Governor-General’s
Message with the Estimates, and generally,
of the form of the Estimates of Receipts and'
Expenditure, pnd of the Appropriation Bill,
a

nd:

(#) the legal foree of the systems of transfers
between votes in the Estimates, the salaries
sehiedules, and the erediting of revenue to
votes in the Estimates.

S, Other questions that have been raised for the
consideration of the Committee include—

(@) the inadequacy both of the information in,
and_the manuer of presentation of, yarious
seetions of the Estimates angd the Budget
papers, and .

() the duplication of tuformation in the various
finaneial documents,

9, Some of these.natters have only recently como to
the attention of the Connmittce and it is clear that they
demand caveful discussion and examination. It is
beeanse of their nature that the Committee ~ubmits this
Progress Report so that the Parlinment may be aware
of the situation,

Qn behalf of the Commi

W/
/DI:';XND, Chairman.
Seerctdby,

Parliament ITouse,
Canborra, A.C.T,
8rd Mareh, 1954,

By ity: L. F C

h Printer, Canberra.




Mr, President

On behalf of the Committee, I bring

up the Thirteenth Report on The Form
and Content of t he Financial

Documents Presented to the Parlisment -

Progress Report,




