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" PARLIAKENT OF THE COMMONWEsLTH OF AUSTRALIA.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT

COMMITTEE OF PRIVILFr
relating

matters railsed by the honorable Member
for Yarra and the honorable Member for
Fawkner oun 25th May, 1955.

together with

Minutes of Proceedings of the Committes



UXTRACTS FROM THE VOTES AND PROCEIDINGS -~
dated WADNESDAY, 26th MAY, 1955,

PRIVILAGE, -~ lr. Keon raised a matter of Privilege
regarding remarks made in the House yesterday
by ths honorable Member for Parkes and the
report thereof in the Melbourne Argus of the
25th May, alleging that the honorable Member
for Yarra had peddled matter to nowspapers,
and moved, That the statements by the
honorable Member for Parkes recorded in
Hansard, page 1,000, dated 24th May, and
the report of the statements in the lelbourne
Argus of the 25th May, in reference to the
henorable Member for Yarra, be referred to
the Committee of Privileges for investigation
and report,

Guestion ~ut and passsd.

PRIVILEGE, - Mr, W.M. Bourke raised s matter o
Privilege concerning remarks made in the
House yesterday by the honorable Member
for Parkes and the report thereof in the
Melbourne Argus of the 25th May, stating
that the honorable Member for Fawkner had
attempted to sell Caucus secrets, and meved,
That the remarks of the honorable Member
for Parkes recorded in Hansard, page 1,000,
dated 24th May and the report thereof in
the Melbourne Argus of the 25th May, in
reference to the honorable Member for
Fawkner, bs referred to the Committes of
Privileges for investigation and report,

guestion -~ put and passed,



REPCRT

The Committes of Privileges, to which was referred
matters raised in the House on the 25th May, 1955, by the
hohorable Member for Yarra (Mr. Keon) and the honorabls
Member for Fgwkner (Mr. Bourks), has agreed to the foclliowing
Report:

PRELIMINARY
"he matters which were referred to your Committee &

matters relating to privilege were certain remarks of the

honorable Member for Parkss which zorded in Hansard
on page 1,000, dated 24th Hay = =t thereof in
the Melbourne Argus of the 25Hth . statements made
in the House and the newspaper I “t out ir

Appendices "A" and "B,

3, Your Committee asked Mr, F.C. Green, Clerk of the House
of Representatives, to submit a memorandum on the law oF
Parliament relating to these casss.

GENERAL CONCLUSIONS

Your Committee gave careful consideration to the various
aspects of the matters referred to it, In the case of the
remarks made by the honorable Member for Parkes, your Committe.
considersd that they did not raise a matter of Privilegs but
rather ons of Order. Your Committes agresd that all words
spoken by & Member in the House during debate ars completely
privileged, but the House is able to place restraint on the
conduct of its members in certain directicss, including thelr

offsnsive accusatiocus against othsr members. *

% Ses May "Parliamentary Practice", 15th Edition, pages L4E-9



Standing Crdsrs of the House of Repressntatives numbert
iy 18, 79 and 80 wsre adopted for the wurnose of dealing

with cases such as those considered by the Committee,

However, when accusations were made by ths honorabls llember

for Parkes (Mr, Haylen) there was no request for a withdrawe’
"7 elther of the aggrieved members or by aay other member

)

who was present in the Chamber. Your Committee considered

oy

that if a withdrawal had been deranded at the propsr time

it wes within the power of ihe Speaker, if he considered tb

accusatiocn a serious ong, to have reguired the honorable

Member for Parkes to withdraw the accusation or bes named @

suspended.

“_  The report of the incident which appsared in the

Melbourns Argus »f the 25th May appearsd to the Cormmittes

o be an abridged but factual report of the debate, The

relevant ssction of the rsport reads as follows:
"Mr. Haylen (Labor, N.S.W.) charged Mr. Keon with
"having peddled Labor caucus secrsets to a NOWS DAPET
"'Tt's well known by the public that lir. Bourks has
"been castigated by the Melbourns Argus for peddling
"secrets at the door of its editorial offices, only
"te be spurned for uis pains'," Mr, Haylen said.

Yrur Committee regarded this refersncs to be a fair report

nf the procecdings in the House and did not iunvolve anv

breach of Privilege by the Melbouras Argus.

(J. McLEAY)
Chairman

* Juns, 1°



MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS.
PARLIANMENT HOU3E, CANBERRA.
Thursday, 26th May, 1955.

(21st parliament,
Elsventh Meeting)

Present:

Mr. McLesay (Chairman)

Mr. Clark Mr, Morgan
Mr. Fresth Mr, Swartitz
Mr. Galvin Mr., Turnbull

Mr, Joske

rhe Minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.

gv  nd Proceedings of the
25th “ﬂJg 1955,

ng matiers of

~rra (Mr, Keon) and
%e) to the Committee
Clerk attending the

Intries Numbered 5 and 6 in th~
House of Representatives No. 56 of ¥s
which record Resolutions of the House
Privilege raissd by the honorable
the honorabls Member for Fawkuner
for investigation and report wer
Committse,

Resolved - That the two refersnces be considered together,

Ordersd -~ That the Clsrk of ths Houss of Representatives be
asked to submit a memorandum upon the question of Privilege
involved in the two casss,

The Committee adjourned until Tussday, 3lst May, 1°°°

Tuesday, 3lst May, 1955,
(21st Parliament,
Twelfth ieeting).
Present:

Mr, McLeay (Chairman)

Mr, Frseth Mr. Swaritz
Mr. Galvin Mr, Turnbull
Mr, Morgan

rhe Minutes of the previcus meeting were read and conf”

The Chairman laid before the Committes copies of a
memerandum prepared by the Clerk of ths House in relatior
matter befors ths Commnittee.

The Committee dsliberatsed,

Mr., Freeth moved, That where imputations or accusations .
improper counduct are made as between Members, Parliamentary
Privilege may be brsached tc such an extent that the remediss
provided in Stending Ordsrs numbered 77 to 79 (being primarily
designed to preserve corder) are inadequate and in such cases ths
accused Lembsr is entitled on alleging a breach of nrivilege and
if the House sc decides, to an investigation as to JHEUHGP his
accuser has abused Parliamentapy Privilege, and that, in the
present C“”ES o prima facie breach of PWIVlleg” exists upon which
the Committee should make a descision and report to the House as
betwsen the mumbers concerned,



v Blst May, 19554 (con*

Question put

Thae Committee divid

Ayss, Hoss,
Mr, Irsc My, Galvin
.

"My, Yorgan
Mr. Turnbull

and so the motion was negati-

¥Mr, Turnbull moved, That th: £orefs
Commi ttee are not natters of Privil - are rather matters
of Order which could have been oy the House at the
proper time under the existing provisions of ths Sitanding
Orders,

GQuestion puw

The Committee divi

"

aAves, Noss,
Lir., Galvin My, rfres
My, Morgan

Mr, "Turnbull

Mr, Swartz

And so the gusstion was regclved in the affirmati-
Qrdered -- That the Chairman prepare a Draft
Report for submission to the Committe

gt its next mecting.

mmnittee adjourned until Wednesday, lst June, 19565



mesday, lst Junc,

Preeent:

lir, MeLeay (Chairmen;

Mr. Clark My, Morgan
Mr., I¥resth Mr. Swarts
Mr. Galvin Mr. Turnbull

Mr, Joske

.0c Minutcs of the previous meeting were read and confir

Mr, Joske moved, That considcration of the Chsirman's
Draft Renort be temporalllv withheld and that the rasolutiol
¥Mr. Turnbull and the subscquent order be rescinded and that
the Committee proceed with the investiga tion direscted by the
House on the frqud that the Committee, in passing the
resolution, miscenceived its duty by aculng on the belisf tha
Standing Orders preventad or sufficiently covered the matter
of the investigation being made and by overlooking the inhere
jurisdiction of the House to deal with ths conduct of its
members, which jurisdiction cxists independently of Standing
Orders,

I'J

hg Committes dcliberated,
wuestion That the motion of ¥Mr, Josks ™~

Committee divided,

ayes, Hoes,
Mr, Freath ¥r. Clark
¥Mr, Jeske Mr., Galvin

Mr. Morgwn
Er, Swartz
Mr. Turnbull
.28 so the guestion was negatived.

The Chairman submittsd his Draft Report.

The Committec proceeded to the consideratir
~al't Roeport,

Paragraphs 1 to 3 agreed ...
Paragraph 4, and notc thereto, amended -7
Paragraph 5 amended and agrecd to,.

Pgragraph 6 smended and agreed to.

Mr, Galvin moved, That the Draft Report, as amende
.G Report of the Commltte to the Housc.

fuestion put

t

2
Nt



comittee divia

g
o
[03]
5
Y

oes,

lir, Clark Mr, Freeth
MI‘ . Gal Vin 1‘.‘{‘;’7 . JOSI{G
Mr, Morgan

ir, Swartz

)i
Mr, Turnbull

20 the gucstion was resolved ' ‘ ~ffirma’

‘yamittes adjourned until Tuesday, ™ " June



APPENDIX "a'.

Gxtract frem Hansard of the House of Riprescntat®
dated 24th May, 1955, page 100C,

e e

Mr, HAYLEN, - ........... 48 far as ths Tuture of the
membors of the corner group is concserned, the Minister for
Lgbour and National Service (lMr. Holt) gave them his bsne-
dicticn. Thsey may come, in duz course, into the Libsral
party, becauss their attitude to the mattsr under discussion
is sxactly the samz asg that of the Liberal party.

Mr, #.¥, Bourke inter jecting,

Mr, HAYLEN, - I shall deal with the honorable member for
Fawkner (Mr, 7., Bourke) in s minute, It is very difficult
to traverse, in ths space of about ten minutes, the whole of
the asrguments for and against the industrial groups. One
reascn we do not like those who still support the incdustrial
groups is their own parsonal conduct. The honorabls membar
for Fawkner has seen fit to interject, Is it not only
recently that he was castigated by the Hslbourne Argus for
peddling caucus ssecrsts around the door of its editnrial
offices, and being spurned for his pains? Is it not in so many
words in the Mclbourne press that he attempted to sell the
scerets of our cgucus in order to gain front-page prominsgnce?
Is net that true, and can he deny it? Is 1t not also true
that the honorable member for Yarra (Mr. Keon) peddled his
wares to other newspapers, which wers more agreeable and
accepted them?

Mr, Keon - I rissz to order,

Mr., SPEAKER, -~ Dogs the heonorable gentleman wish to mske
a personal explanation?

¥r, Keon, - I should like the honorabls member for Parkes
tc stick to the truth, at least for the short period of his
spagch,

Mr, SPEAKOR. - Order! The honorable gsntleman »°
raised a point of ordap,

Mr., HAYLEN, - I rapcat thoss two statements, In the first
instance, the honorable member for Fawkner is slleged -- and
I know it to be a fact -- to have gene to the Argus and offered
it certain things, Why, othserwise, would he be headlined
throughout ths nation's prass, particulerly on slection issuss
and Senate issues? Henorabls moembors on the other side of
the echamber are not so naive as to think thore 1s not a reason
for it., The same thing appliss to the honorable member for
Yarra, Bscausse the professionzl pelitice of the corner group
is to smear, its members must bo pruparcd to take 1t back,




APPENDIX "B,

Extract from the Melbourne Argus dr
25th May, 1955, pags &,

as2@nd32ae 9P

Mr, Keon said the scctarian smear campaign against the
industrial groups by Dr. Evatt and his supporters had been
used by the Communists for years,

The industrial groups Dr. Evatt was now attacking had been
set up by the central executive of the Victorian A L.P., and
the senior member of the committee charged with organisation
and control of the groups was Mr., Cain, the secretary, Mr.

D. Lovegrove, than sccretary of the A, L.P,

Mr, Calwell, deputy Oppositi on leader, ssid lr. Keon had
‘otested against smear tactics, but used the same tactics.

Lir., Calwell said hce had fought Communism long befeore
ndustrisl groups came into existence,

The decigion of the Hobart ¥ederal Executive meeting
had been misrepresented, It took away political recognition
of the industrial groups, but did not disbsnd them, he said.

Mr, Calwell said if anyone wanted to test the anti-
Communist sympathies of the Labor Party they would see at the
Victorian elections that the Communists had been given last
preference on the Labor card,

Mr. Keen: That's a very great gest
>utting you second,

Mr, Haylen (Lab., W,8.W,), charged Mr. Keon with havins
peddled Labor Caucus sccorets tc a newspaper.

"ITt's well known by the public that Mr, Bourke has been
castigeted by the Melbourne Argus Tor peddling secrets at the
door of its editorisl offices, only to be spurned for his
paing," Mr, Haylen said,

"FASCISTS"

Mr, Haylsn said the "fascist" background which developed
sehind the industrial aroups had to be taken into account,

"As far bsck as June, 1939, a Mr, Santamaria stood
himself up on the side of lussolini and Hitler, and held a
anti-war rally, three months before the bombs Tell on
Coventry," he said.

"The industrial groups had out-communisted the Comuunists
all activities," he said.

Mr, Holt, Labor Minister, seid Dr. Evatt would have much
to face for his unwarrasnted smear campaign agasinst industrial
groups.

In 1949, after eight years of Labor Government, Communism
‘d reached its peask in Australia, he said,

"Remember Black Christmas in 1949, when trensport was
paralysed, when work ceased on the coai ficlds, an glso the
Victorian transport strikes in the same yesr," he sald.



APPENDIX "B" (contd,,
Holt said he was happy to pay tribute to the groups.

"It took a lot of courage and energy on the part of the
people in them —-- they were exposed to Communist threats and

bashings," he sald,

¥Mr, Hullens (aAnti-Com. Lab., Vie.), accused Mr.
Whitlam (Lab., N,S.W,), of trying to join the Liberal
before entering Parlisment,

Mr, Whitlam: That is a 1l1io

Mr. Cameron, Speaker, made HMr. Whitlam withdraw,

Later My, Whitlam said he had never approached the
Liberal Party '"to be taken to its bosom or any other part
its body."

Mr, Gullett (Lib., Vic., nave & place for youl

Mr, Mullens: You did make an approach for membership
the Liberal Party, My information comes from Mr, Haylsn,

Mr. Haylen denied this,

¥Mr, Haylen said the Joshua-Kecon Psrty were at the end
of their political tether and would lose significance "after
ths defeat of the Barry faction in the Victorisn glections on
Saturday,"



