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EXTRACT FROM THE VOTES AND PROCZEDINGS Wo. L7

DATED TUESDAY, 3rd May, 1955.

PRIVILEGE - ARTICLE TN "BANKSTOWN OBSERVEER". - Mr. Mgorgan
reiged a matter of Privilegs based on an article headed
"M,H,R. and Immigraticn Racket" published in the
Bankstown Obssrver con Thursday, 28th April, 1855, and
moved, That the article hesaded "M H,R, and Immigration
Racket" appearing in the igsus of the Bankstown Observar
of Thursday, 28th aApril, 1955, be referred teo the
Committee of Privileges for investigation and raport.

Qusstion - put and passed.

EXTRACT FROM THE VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS NO. 51
DATED THURSDAY, 12th May, 1955.

L. COMMITTEE OF PRIVILIGES, - Sir Eric Harrison (Jice-President
of the Executive Council) moved, by leave, That Mr,
Galvin be appointed a membher cf the Committee of
Privileges, in place of Mr., Sheeban, decaased.

Question - put and passed.

LR U BE BN B I B N Y

6. COMMITTEE OF PRIVILEGES., - Sir Eric Harrison (ViCS-President
of the Executive Council) moved, That Mr. W.k. Bourks
and Mr. Preeth be appointed members of the Committes of
Privilegss.

Quastion - put and passed,.




EXTR4CT FROM THE VOTES AND PROCELDINGS No, 57
DATED 26th May, 1955.

3. COMUITTEE QF PRIVILEGES - SPECIAL REPORT. - Mr. HclLeay
{Chairman) brought up a Specisl Report from the Committso
of Privileges relating ito an article published in the
Bankstown Obssrver on Thursday, 28th aApril, 1955, together
Eitb Minutes of Proceedings, and moved, That tha Repcrt

6 read.

Question - put znd passsd.

The Report was rsad by the Clerk,.

 Mr. Keson moved, That the Commitiee's request be accedsd to.
Debaté snsued. |

Bir Eriec Harrison (Vice—Preéident of the Executive Council)
moved, That the debate bs now adjourned.

Questicn - That the debate be now adjourned - put.

The House divided (The Speaker, Mr. 4.G. Cameron, in the Chair)-
Ayes, LB, Noss, 32.

And so it was resclved in fhe affirmativs,

Ordored - That the resumption of the debate be made zn Order
of the Day for the next sitting.

EXTRACT FROM TH: VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS No. 58

DATED 3lst Mey, 1955.

1L, COMMITTEE OF PRIVILEGES - SPLCIAL REPORT. — The Ordsr of
the Day having been read for the resumpiion of the

dobate on the following motien of ir, Kecun, That the
Committee's reguest be accsded To -

Debats resumsd.

Question - put and passed.




REPORT,

1. The Committee cf Privileges, ito which was referred the

matter of the complaint made in the House on the &rd May, 1855, of

the publication of certain matterrin the newspsper Dankstown Observer
of the 28th April, 1955, reflecting upon the honoreble Membér for
Reid {(Mr. Morgan), has agreed to the Ffollowing Report:-

EXTENSION OF ORDER OF REFIRENCE.

On the 26th May, 1955, your Committee submitted to ¢

Lo

2.
Houseé a special Report asking thet suthority be given by the House to

empowsr your Committee to consider articles cohcerning the honorable
Member for Reid and the Committee of Privileges which appeared in

issues of the Bankstown Observer dated 5th, 18%h snd 19th May, 1955,

in sddition to that of the 28th April, 195T. Your Committee's

request was scceded to on the 31st May.
-COMPLATNT .
3. The compleint plased before the House is set out in
Appsndix A" hereto, The negwspaper article referred io in the
ccmplaint and the three subsequent issues are set out in Appendix "B",

EVIDENCE TAKZN.

The Committee called the honorsble Membar for Reid

4-
(}r. Horgsn), who was examined and gave evidence in relation %o the

charges mede asgsinst him by the newspaper, and also submitted his

case for treating the newspaper article as & breach of Privilege.

N
5. The Committee also called Raymond Edﬁﬁaﬁ Pitzpatrick,

proprietor of the newspesper Bapkstown Observer and Frenk Browne,

Jeurnalist, who were examined on ocath and gave evidence in relation

to ths newspaper articles.

6. Application was made by Mr. Fitzpstrick to be represente~”

by counsel. Your Committee agreed to hear counsel for Mr, Fitzpatrick

on the following two points:-

1. 4s to his right to appeer gernerally for
Mr. Fitzpatrick, and

2. As to the power of this Commitiee to administer an
path to the witness.

After hearing counsel on these matters, your Committee
declined to sllow the witness to be so represented and ruled that it
had power ito administer an osth to witnesses.
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GENERAL

Your Committee made a careful study cf the matter

centained in the newspsper articles which formed the Committee's

tarmes of reference and slso the svidence given by lMsessrs, Morgan,

Fitzpatrick and Browne. Your Committee determined that its

investigations should, if possible, revesl -

1.

<

3.

Whethar the articles referred to constituted a

breach of ithe Privileges of this House,

Whe ther the charges made against the hohorable

Member for Reid, as a Membsr of the House, were
of any substance, and

Wne ther the newspaper articles, in varioue refersnces

te the House, 1ts Committess and its Members,
constituted s contempt of the Housa,

Your Committes was firmly-convinced\by the evidence

that 2 breach of Privilege had occurred in that en atiempt had

been made through the newspeper articles to influence and intimidste

e member, the honorable Member for Reid, in his conduct in the

Houss.

N

The intention of the newspaper's &tatements to silence

the hnnorable Member for Reid is revealed from the following

guestions wnd answers given in svidence:—

1R,

JOSKE (Questioning Mr, Fitzpatrick) - Mr, Morgen

then stated -

"] regard it as a brazen attempt to
intimidete me in the course of my public
duties on behalf of the psople whom I
rspresent’,

What do you say sbout that?

PITZPATRICK.- That was our ldea in nvrinting 1t.

JOSKE,- To prevent him saying things in Parliament?

FITZPATRICK,-  Yes.

UR,

JOSKZ.~ Mr. Morgan then said -

"No doubt it has been causad by Tears
about disclosures that will be made in the
near future ss a result of inquiries that
have been set in train."

What 18 your comment on that?
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MR, FITZPATRICK.- That is the burning of the Torch.

MR, JOSKE.- You agree that that is the true reason

*10.

why it was published?

MR, FITZPATRICK.- Yes, that is so.

MR, S9WARTZ.—~ In answer to Mr, Josgke, you said that
the idesa in printing the original &srticle in the
Rankstown Observer of the 281th April was to
prevent Mr, Morgah saying things in the Federal
Pariiament?

MR. FITZPATRICK.- Yes,.

MR, SWARTZ.-~ You still agree that that is a

reasonsble interpretation of what you said?

MR, FITZPATRICK.- Yes, we had (o hit back. e
were teking it all the time.

Your Committee considered +hat the nawspnaper had made

a dsliberate stiempt to impute corrupt conduct as o Member against

the honorsble Member for Reid with the express purpose of dis-~

crediting him and siiencing him. TYour Committee considered that

the following extracts from the evidence clsarly revealed this:—

MR, JOSE®.~ Then Mr. Morgan continued -

"The article ig merely a ro-hasH of a
scurrilous, 1llegsl and snonymous pemphlet
which was distributed clandestinely through-
out my electorate a few days prior to the
1946 genersl election." -

Let us take that piecemeal. Is it

a re-hagh of the pamphlet or is it substantially
the  same as the pamphlet?

¥R, FITZPATRICK.- Yes,

ME. JOSKR .- %Hould you agree thet the pamphlet
was a scurrilous one? I sm not asking you
whether it was true but whether it wes
scurrilous which means would it affect a
men's reputstion very seriously?

MR, PITZPATRICK.- I think that was the idsa
why it was put out,
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MR, GALVIN.- You admit thet from reading this
article in thi®paper on the 28th you would
infer that Morgan was sngaged in & racked
on Immigration at the present time?

MR, FITZPATRICK.-~  Yesg,

¥R, W, i1, BOURKE,~ You did not know the way in
which he (Browne) was going to "have s go"
at ¥Mr,. Morgan%

MR, FITZPATRICE.~ No, I told him to gat stuck
into nim. That is what I employed him for.

'MB. JOSKE.- When you wrote on the 28th April
that Mr, Morgen is, or wss, mixed up in
what can only be described zs an immigration
racket, did you mean toc indicate that he
might still, on the 28th April, bs mizxed
up in it?

MR, BROWNZE.- T do not generally plead gullty
to loose writing, but that was a piece of
particularly loose writing. Charges were
being made currently, ss I mentioned, by
his political enemlies,

L] * - » - * - - . » - -

MR, JOSKE.- Has he (Morgan) nmot the right not to
be defamed?

MR, BROWKE.~- As much as anybody else.

p e

MR, JOSKBE.- Answer that "Yes" or "No".

MR, BROWNE.- I won't answer it "Yes" or "Neo", and
there is no reason why I should.

MR, FREETE.~- You come back at him (Morgan} that he
made his representations st £20 2 time - that
he made these represcntations as a Mcembser?

R, RROWNE.- I suggest that is the inference tiz#h-
could be taken from it.

Mz, PRSATH.- I want to draw your esttentlion again
to the fact thst your first article did infer
that it could apply to the present. Is that sof?

¥R, BROWNm.- Yes,
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M, FRuSTH.~ Referring agein to thé sriicle
of 6th May. I e&sk you again, do you think
this waragraph I will reasd te you alse gives
that infersnce? '"The chargss against Morgsn
arc that he made his representations at £2C
per time, s form of activity that wouldn't
appeal tc most of ‘his fellow Membsors,"

MR, BROWNE.~ Yes, I think it could.

11, No avidence was brought befcre your Committee tn sub-

stantiate the charges in the Bankstown Cbgerver against the honorable

Member for Reld., When guestioned on the finsl section of the article
appearing in the Observer of the 5th May, 1955, viz. -~ "7¥e will go
to Canberra and we will take with us proof of the chargas against
Morgan", Mr. Browne replied that he did not have the proof with him
nor did he possess the proof st the time the articls was written.
Mr, Fitzpatrick, when ssked "Hasve you any parsonsl avidence of any
charges against Mr., Morgan', replied "No,"

12. Prom the evidence given and from the demsanour and
manner of Witnegscs Fltepatrick and 3rowne it was clesr o your
Committec that a deliberste attempt had been made to misrspresent,
in the mind of the reading nublic, activities of the honorable
Member for Rzid,

15.‘ Your Committes considered that the language used in
certain sections of the newspaper articles regarding the exerciss
of Parliamentary Privilsge by s member and the raferences.tec ths
Privileges Committee wers éomewhat unreétrained and could be con-
strued a8 & contempt of ths Parliamsnt.

14, Mr, Fitzpastrick, as propristor of the Bankstown

Obgerver, declared that he assumed full responsibility Tfor everything

that the paper printed whether it was libslious nr not., Howsver,
the svidence showed that Mr. Fitzpetriclk basd cppleoyed Mr. orowne

as Editor and suthor of the articles cencarning the honorable
Member for Reid, at the fea of £30 per wigk for the CXpreégg purpose
of attacking the honcrable Membser for Reid, thet he had implicit
trust in whetevsr he wrote and that he left the writing of the
artiales to Mr. Browne., In these circumstances your Comnittes felt

that zuilt should lie both with the propristor and the editor of

the paper.
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FIHDINGS,

The findings of your Committss src¢ as folloWws:-

15, Thet Mr. R 32, Pitzpstrick snd Mr., F, Browne havs bsan
guilty of a seriocus breach of Trivilege by publishing articlss
intended to influsnce and intimidste a member, the honorable
Member for 2eid, in his conduct in the House, and in dsliberately
attempting to lmpute corrupt conduct as a Member against the
honorable Membsr Tfor Rsid, for the express purpose of discrediting
ant sllencing him, The Committees racommends that the House should
take appropriate action,

16, That there was no evidence of impreper conduct by the-
honorable Member for Reid in his capacity as a Member of the House,

17, That some of the refersnces to the Parliament and
your Committes contsined in articles referred to your Committee
constitute s Contempt of the Parliament. However, your Committee
considers the House would best consult its own dignity by taking

ne acticn in this regarg.

ﬁgﬁﬁﬂtttti

J. McLZAY,

8th June, 1955. Chairman,
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. MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS,
PARLIAMENT HOUSE, CANBERRA.
Thursday, 1l2th May, 1955.

(218t Parliament,
Seventh Meeting).

Prasent:

Mr., McLeay (Chairman)

Mr, W,H. Bourks Mr. Jdoske
Mr, Fresth Mr, Swartz
Mr, Galvin Mr. Turnbull

The Minutes of the previous mesting were read and confirmed.

The Clerk attending the Committee resad the entry in the Votes
and Proceedings of the House of Representatives No. L7 of the
3rd May, 1955, recording the resolution of the House which
referred to the Committee, for investigation and repoc>t, an
Article headed "M.H.R. and Immigration Rackeit" publishsd in the
Bankstown Observer on Thursday, 28th April, 1955,

Ths Resolution of the House of 12th May, 1955, appointing
Mr. W,}., Bourke, Mr, G. Freeth and Mr. P, Galvin to the Committes
wag reported by the Clerk attending the Committes.

The Committes deliberated.
Resolved:
That Mr. C.A.A. Morgan, M.P. be ordersed to attend
befors the Committee on Tuesday, 17th May.

The Comuittes adjourned until Tuesday, 17th May at L4.C p.m.

Tuesday, 17th May, 1955.
(21st Pariiament
“Righth Meeting).
" Present:
Mr, lMeLeay (Chairman)

Mr. W.¥. Bourks Mr. doske
"Mr., Fresth ‘ ¥r, Swartz
Mr. Galvin Mr. Turnbull

The Minutses of the previous meeting were read zad confirmed,
Mr. C.,A.s2. Morgsn, M.P., was called, zworn and examined,
¥r, Morgan laid before the Committse ithe following documents -
4 statement headsd "Commiites of Privileg.z, Zznistown Observer
Articls", :
Copies of the Bankstown Observer doted 22ih April, 5th May and
12th May, 1955,
A newsheat entitled "Things I hear" dated 14th april, 1955.

The witness WitherW.‘
The Committse deliberated.

The Committes adjournsd until a tims fto bs fixed by the
Chairman,
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Wednesday, 25th Hay, 1955.

(21st Parliement,
Ninth Mesting).

Present:
Mr., McLeay (Chairman)
Mr. W.E. Bourks Mr. Josks

Mr., Preath Mr. Swartz
Mr. Galvin Mr, Turnbull

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read anc confirmed,

The Chairran lald befors the Committee a copy of the
Bankstown Obsgerver dated 19th iMay, 1955,

The Commities deliberated.

Mr, Galvin moved, That the Committee ssek authority from
the House to include in its investigations articles concerning the
honorable Mamber for Reid and the Commitiee of Privilegss appearing
in the Bankstown Obssrver of the 5th, 12%th and 19th May, in
addition to that of the 28th April, 1955.

guestion put -

The Committee divided -
Ayss, b
Mr. W,M. Bourke
Mr. Fresth
Mr. Galvin
Mr. Josks
Mr. Bwaritz
And so the guesiion was resolved in the

The Committes adjourned until a tims to be fixed by the Chairman.

foes, 1
Mr, Turaobull

affirmativs.

Wednssday, 25th Mzy, 1955
(21st Parliament,

Tenth Meeting).

Pregant:
Mr. KeLeay (Chairman) _
Mr. W,M, Bourks Mr., Josks -
Mr, Preeth Mr, Swarts
Mr, Galvin -Mr. Turnbull -

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.

The Chairman submitted bhig Draft Special Report.

Resolved - That the Draft Spsciazl Report, be ths Report of

the Committes,
The Commitisze deliherated.
" The Committee adjourned until Thursday, 26th May, 1955, at
1. 5 plmn -
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Wednesday, 1lst June, 1958.

i e e S e B e B e e e B

(21lst Parliament,
Thirteenth deeting).

Prosent:

lir, Holeay (Chairman)

Mr. Clark Wr. Morgan
Mr. Freeth ¥r, Swaritz
Hr., Galvin Hr. Turpbull

¥r. Joske

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and coniirmed.
S A Yy e s PR *0 by sl >a
Mr, Glark and Mr. Morgan withdrew from the Committee,

The Committee proceedad to consider the matter referred to it
on 3rd May, 1958. :

The Clerk attending the Committes rsad entry No. 14 in the
Votes and Proceadings No. 58 dated 3lst WMay, 1955, recording the
agreement of the House to the request of the Committee as set out
in its Special Report dated 86th May, 1955,
The Chairman advised the Commititee that he had reesived from the
Prime Minister & copy of a question asked in the Senate on the
1lth May, 1955, requssting that the Committec twer the views of a
deputatlon of citizmens from Bankstowh.

. Ordered - That Mr, Raymond E. Pitzpstrick of 191 Chapel
Road, Bankstown and Mr. Frank C. Browne of 51 Lancaster Road, Dover
Helghts, Sydney, be called to attend es witnesses to be eXxamined
end give evidenss before the Commititee on Tussday, 7th June, 1955,

The Committes adjourned until Tuesday, 7th June, 1955.

Tuesday, 7th June, 1955,
——————— e (21st Parliament,
Fourteenth Meeting).
Present:

Mr., MeLeay (Chairman)

Mr. W.M. Bourke Mr. Joske
Hr. Freocth Mr., Swertz

Mr. Galvin HMr. Turabull

The Kioutes of ths previocus mseting Ture rgad and conrirmed.

The Chairman 1aid befors the Committec & telegram from the
honorable Member Ffor Roeid (Mr. Morgan) rsgarding legsl
represantation before the Committes.

The Committse deliberated.

Mr. Raymond E. Fitzpatrick, propristor of the Bankstoun
Opserver was called.

The witness refused to be sworn and reguested that he be
represchted by counsels
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The witness withdrev.
The Committee delibesrated.

Mr. Jeske moved, That the Commlittse hszr counsel for
Mr. Fitgpatrick on the €ollowing twn points -

1. 45 to his righ to appear genurslly for iir. Fitzpstrick,
and

2. As to the power of this Committes to administer an vath
to the witness. '

4

Juestion put -

The Commlttes divided -

Ayes, b Moes, 1
dr, W.4. Bourke Mr., Turnbull

Er. Freetn
kr. Galvin
iir. Joske
Hr. Swariz
And so the question was resolved in the affirmative.
Mr, R, 3. Fitzpatrick —as recallsd.

The witness nominsted his counsel (ir. A. F. lason)
instructed by Ur. 7. H. Reddy, who were admiited.

The counsel for the witness addressed the Committee.

Hr. Pitzpatrick, his counsel and insfructing solicitor
withdrew,

The Committee deliberated.

The witness, his coumnsel ané jinstruciing solicitor were
reoalled.

The Chairman ionformed the counsel that the Commiittee did
not agree to his spplication to appear on behslf of llr. Fitgpatrick
and that the Commitiesc had ruled thst it had powsr fto sdninister
an path to witnessas,

The counsgel and instructing solicitor withdrew.

Mr. Pitzpatrick was sworn and‘examined.

The witness withirew.

lir, P. Browne, Journalisi, was cslled, svorn and examined,
The witness withérew.

The Committse delibherated.

The msetinz of ths Coumittes vwas suspendsda

The noeting of the Comnltites was resumed.

Ordsred -~ Thet the Chairman presare & Drafi Report for
submission fo the Commities st its next mseting.
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Wednesday, 8th June, 1955

(21lst Parliament,
Fifteenth liesting).

Present:

Mr, McLeay (Chairmszn)

Mr, W.M. Bourke Mr,. Joske
Mr, Fresth Mr, Swertz
Mr, Gelvin Ir. Turnbull

The Minutes of the preavious mesting were read and confirmed,

The Chairman laid befores the Committee & telsgram which he
had received from Mr, Frank Browne, witusss at the inguiry,
steting that the press report iun the Syduney Morning Hernid
which guoted him as refusing tc taks 21 oath before the
Committee was entirely inaccurate z2nd that he had made no
such statement.

The Chalrman submitted his Drafi Report.

The Gommittee arocseded to the consideration of the Draft Rencrt,
Paragranhs 1 to L agresd to.
Paragraphs 5 to 12 zmendsgd =21d agresd to.
Paragraph 13 agresed to.
Paragrarhs 14 to 16 amendsd znd agreed to.
Paragraph 17 agrseed to.

Respolved - That the Draft Report, as ameudsd, be the Report
of the Committes to the House.

The Committee adjourned sine dis.
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Extract from Hansard of the House of Representatives
dated 3rd May, 1955, pages 352-355,

—

PRIVILEGE,

Newspaper Article,

MR, MORGAN, - T rise on a matter of privilege. I should llke %ic
a2ddress a few words to the House in regard to a matiter which has
arlsen sinee the last sitting. I am referring to a vicious pere~—r
attack that has been made upon me by a newspaper, known as the
BANKSTOWN OBSERVER, which circulates in my electorate. That newsos,.
has impugned my personal honour as z member of this Parliament, and
has alsc challenged my fitness to be a member of this Parliament,
despite the fact that less than twelve months ago I was returned %o
represent my present electorate with one of the largest majorities in
Ausiralia, On iis facia the newspaper carries the following informa--
tlon about itself:~

Guaraniteed largest circulation in Bankstown and South
Ward.. Cireculation 11,000 copies, Cireulating through
the municipality of BankSTOWIL sessess

It then mnames the other centres through which 1% cireculates, That
indicates the extent of the influence of the newspaper, at leasi on
its own claims, The heading of the article to which I refer is
spread right across the froni page and reads -

M.H.R., and Immigration Rackeil.
Invesiigation necessary.

The body of the ariicle reafs as follows :w—

In the present Labour faction fight, all soris of charges
are belng bandied about. Some are no doubi true, and some
are without foundation,

Nobody expscts polliticians fighting for their poliTical
ilives 10 be fair,

Hewever, thr enti-Evati Group in N.S.W. are meking
charges that deeply concern the residenis of this aresa,

They cleim that Mr. C.A. Morgan, K.H.R., who is
supporting Dr, Bvatt, is, or was, mixed up in what can
only be described as an Imnigration Racket.

MR. GULLETT. - Hear, hear.

MR, SPEAKER. — Order! T ask the honorable menber for Reid to itaks
his seat for a moment. I want %0 assure the House that [ have read
this article, and any honorable member who thinks it is a laughing
matter had beiter read it firet before ireating it as such.

MR. MORGAN., -~ Honorable members will realize, from the part of fihe
article I have so far read, thait the article quesitions my conducti as
& member of this House, beeause 17 uses the words "is or was". The
article then goes on to say —

Unlike some of the charges made, These charges are
detalled, and give: names and dates, upon which 1% 1l1s
glleged ceriain happenings ‘took place.

Despite that paragraph, i1t mentions no dates. It then goes on o
make certain allegations, and brings in the names of a number of
recple, I do not propose to deal with them, because I inftend later



o move that this matter be referred to the Commitiee of Privileges for
inguiry,. No doubt the gravamen of the charges will be thoroughly
sifted by the commitiee, The ariicle continues -

Whether or not these charges are irue. "The Observer"
has no way of knowinga. '

Yet the newspaper flaunts these allegations to the world and right
throughout my electorate. It flaunts charges the truth of which it
says it has no way of knowing. What sort of conduci is that for a
so—called responsgible newspsper? It broasdcesis tc the world serilous
charges, and then admits that 1t doss not know whether the aliegatlons
are true or otherwise, end 1t apparently has not taken any steps T
subsitantiate them or otherwise, The articls continues -

: Buu we can't help feeling that they ars a good deal
more fetailed than the charges that Mr. Morgan has made
ingide and outside Parliament when it suited him, and
upen which he demanded Royal Commissions.

If Mr. Morgan has an explanaiion, then he should be
provided with an inguiry at which he can refute the
charges, If the charges are true, then in the spinion
of this newspaper Mr. C.lA, Morgasn is totally unfiited
t6 be a Member of the Federal Parlioments

That is o chollenge which I accept. I osk for an inguiry, and I hope
that the pecple who have mnde these charges w111 come and let us see
whether they can substaniicte them,

MR, MULLENS, — Was 1t "Mr. ZBig'?

MR, MORGAN. -~ It could be "Mr. Big". This will give him an
opporiunity of proving just how big he reclly is in the commnity.
I hove made o search of the company register ai the Reglstrar—Genergl'
office, in Sydney, for deiails regarding the ownership of this
nNEWSpapers On page 14 the newspaper glves the follewing infcfmation,
in smell type:—

Wholly set up, prinied snd published by the Propristors of the
Bankstewn Observer Pty. Ltd. at their premises, 18 Meredith Strset,.
Bonkstown,

A pearch ef the company register in respect of the Bankstown Observer
Proprietary Limited revecled thot ot the 20th April there were three
direciors, One is a reputable loecal solicitor9 but he and another
Tellow director saw Tit, no doubt for good reasons,; %o resign at that
partleular date. The scole remcining director is one, "Raymond Edmund
Fltzpqurlckg 191 Chapel-road, Bankstown, conurucnor" According
also te the share 1ist he is the principol proprietor of the newspuper,

I can find ne evidence regarding the writer of the editoricl itself.
I understond that there have been some recent changes in the editerial
star? of the newspaper, and thet some specianl feature writers have
been put on the sitaff. In fact, I deteet o familiar touch, or twong,
in some of the articles that I hove read in the newspoper during the
lost two weeks, although I moy be wrong in that. The Committee of
Privileges will have an opportunity to discover who the present
editor 1s, andé what special feature writers hove been engaged in the
last few weeks,

This artiele ig o direct attack on my integrity and my conduct as &
member of this House. At this stage I should 1like to oy ¢ tng T
de not want to go into 2ll the details, or ¢ prejudice the inguiry -~
thot I now take the first spportunity of giving o categorical denial
To those.allegations, both in regard to my conduct as o member of this
Parlioment, and in regard %o my conduct before I became a member ef
the Pariiament, I wish %o say aiso in regard to "Mr. Big", or
Mr, Fitzpotrick, the proprietor of this newspaper, that I have not
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mentioned his name publiiely or in the Porlizment for o matter of nearly
Ten years. Therefore, it is o very significant thing, and iT moy Dbe
relevant 0 certain things thot hzave hoppened lately in Banksiown,

that he should moke this atiock on me in his newspaper ond spread it
far ond wide in my eleciorate, I regard it os o brozen atitenmmt o
intimidate me in the course of my public duties on behalf of the

psopie whom I represent here. Wo doubt it has been caused by Tears
about disclesures that wlll be made in the nszr future as a result of
inguiries that have been set in train. The article is merely a rehosh
of a scurrilous, illegal cnd anonymous pamphlet which was distribuited
clandestinely throughout my eleciorate a few days prior ito the 1846
general election, of which this man Fitzpatrick at the time produced a
printer's preof, and gave ceritain promises that the pamphlet would not
. be publisghed, It woe published at the last momend. He claimed thatb
it cost nim £8,000 o help To defeat me. That pamphlet had no
printer's lmprint on it. Now I am in the position thot at last some
crgenization has accepted responsibility for it. The rehash of the
pamphlet has a printer's imprint which will enable me io defend

mysslf ageinst the charges in this scurrilous document and %o

disprove the allegations contained in it.

Crdinarily, one might let such things go as part of the hurly-burly
of public life, but I teke a very sericus view of this matiter,; not
only beczuse of my perscnal posiiion, but also because every honorable
menber of tnis House finds i1t necessary, from time te time, it make
representations on behalf of friends or relatives who want to enter
this country. No honecrable member would feel safe from intimidation
in making representations tc the Minister for Immigration or ‘to the
Deparitment of Immigration on behalf of immigranis in the ordinary
course of his duties as a member, if he were subject to smears, lying
interpretations and blackmnil.by 1ll-minded people. T would o%ther-
wise pass over the matter as I did another matier in 1946, when a
foul blow was delivered at me and as I passed over The damsge that
might have peen done to me politically. It was sufficient that I _
Waigvindicated by my electorate, which returned me alt the election in
1955,

I feel however, that I have 2 duty to my constituenis and tn other
honorable members who might be placed in a similar predicament in the
future. Some individusls attempt o ride rough-shod over the
reople and to dictate who shall be their representatives and what those
repreacntatives shall de in the places to which they have been elected,
but such peopie must not be allowed to take the law into their own
hands and exercise a tyrannleal dictatorship over the people. In all
sarnestnsss I recently made certain remarks publicliy. Certain
individuals in the community who have adopted 2 course of coanduct over
a pumber of years must be brought tc book and made to cbserve the law.
If their aciivities are =zlleowed to continue, further excesses of a
mich more serlous kind than those that have been commitied agsinst
myself and against persons in Barkstown recently will occur, The
Bankstown masters are being ingquired intoc by other authoriities; "and I
do net want to touch upon them at this stage.

I realise that I am placing my career in the hands of my politienl
opponents, because the majority of the membsrs of the Committee of
Privileges sit upon the Government side of the House, However, I
have sufficient confidence in thelr impartiality and integriiy o
bedleve that they will sift the charges and do the right thing.

If there were any substance in the charges that have been made against
me I should be prepared to reeign my seat. In fact, I could not hold
up my head withln this House for shame if there were The slightest
suggestion of truth in any of the charges that have bgen levelled ai
me or even 1f honorable members on either side of the House considered
that thers was any substance in those accusatiions, For these reasons
I take the opportunity %to vindicate myself and also to give my
~traducers an opportunity to come forward, if they see fii, and
gsubstantiate their charges, I leave the matier with the highest
tribunal in the land -~ ihls Parllament. I move -
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That the arslcle headed i.i,%. and Immigration
Racket’ which appeared in the issue of the BANKSTOWN
OBSERVER of Thursday, 28th sprii, 1955, be referred
to the Commiitiee of Privileges for investigation and
reporte

DR. BVATT, - The honorable member for Reid {Mr. Morgan) has raised

this matter purely in his capaciity =zs = member of this House. It is
in no sense a party meitter. The honorable member wishes to have it
investigated by the Committee of Privileges. I gather that you,
Mr. Speaker; have sesen the newspaper article referred io. I think
that the proper courses is for the Houss to accede %o the honorabls
meries 5 eGUeSt, and I 2sk Tor the suppert of the Vice-President us
the Bxecutive Council {Sir Eric Harrison). I seconé the motion.

ME. SPERAKER., — I might inform the House that during the suspension
of the siitiing for dinner +the honorable member for Eeid (Mr. Morgan)
saw me, I read the nswspaper srticle that has bheen mentioneds
I% is my firm opinion that the maiter should be consldered by the
Committes of Privilegss.

Quesilon resoclved in the affirmative.




APPENDIX "“B",

EXTRACTS FROM ISSUES OF THE
DANESTOWH OBSERVER

dated 28th April, 5th, 12th
and 19th May, 1955.




Thursday, April 28, 1955,

M.H.R, AND IMNIGRATION RACKET.

INVESTIGATION NECESSARY.

In the pressnt Labor faction fight, 211 sorts of charges
are bheing bandied about. Some are ne doubt true; and seme are
without foundation.

Nobody expects politicians fighting for their political
lives tc be fair.

However, the anti~Bvatt group in NSW are making charges
that deeply concern the residents of this area.

They claim that Mr. C.A. Morgan. M.H.R., whc is supporting
Dr. Evatt, is, or was, mixed up in what can only be described as
an Inmigration Racket.

Unlike some of the charges made, these charges are
detailed, and give names and dates, upon which it is alleged
certain hapvenings toock place.

_BraadlYa_ the charges are that Mr. Morgan, in company with
another WM.H.R., Mr. J.J. Clarke, and s man named Walter Goldmsn,
were procuring entry inte Australim for zliens at a fee of £20
LEr PErSOn.

It is also charged that false particulars were placed
-onn applicstion forms sent te Canberra.

NAMES GIVEN.
The namss of various immigrants for whom it is claimed
landing permits were obtained at a fee of £20 are alse being
‘mentioned.

These include:

Andrew Grose Stefan Molnar
Adalbert Molnar Andrew Lazlo
Adalbert Lazlo Brnest Lichtmann
Herman Beer _ Paul Ungar

Irene Tintner Therese Zipser
Otto Gross : Elsle Gross

Fried Ludovie Ignas Osterneicher
Alexander Steiner Pauls Bchrotter
Laduslaus Steiner - Arpad Lakes
Margaret Hesiner Martin Singer

Hobert Schrotter
CHARGHES MADE.
Whether or not these charzes ar- ftruz. “The Observer" has
no way of knowing.

But we can't heilp feeling thst they =2re 2 good deal more
detailed than the charges that Mr, MHornan huas made inside and out-
gide Parliament when it suited him, =znd Lpon which he demanded
Royal Commissions.

If Mr. Morgsn has an explanation, then he should Pe pro-
vided with. an inguiry at which he can refute the charges.  If the
charges are true, then in the opinion of this newspaper Mr.. C.A.
Morgan is totally unfitted to be a kember of the Federal Parlisment.




Thursday, May Sth, 125b.

MORGAN HIDES 2BEHIND PRIVILEGE AGAIN

Cowardly Camnberra Attack on "Observer".

¥r. Charles Morgan, WHR, is running true to form.
Trom the shelter of Parliament, he is at his o}d game s slfnderw
ing people that he doesn't like, and endeavouring to use the

power of Parliament ageinst them.

Ag g vesult of all this, the "Observer" has had great-
negs thrust upon 1t.

It has Ffellen to this peper to fight an issue which had
to e fought sooner or later.

Thet issue is whether or not in this day and age, it is
possible for any citizen who has anything tc say aguzinst a Member
to be dragged to Canberra, and put before some sort of an
Inquisition of politicians on the grounds that the dignity of
Parlisment has been Injured.

Nothing was further from this paper's mind than to attack
the diznity of Parliament. Nowhere in the charges we mentioned
was there an attack on Parlisment.

Morgan had his remedy. If the charges were not true he
could have aspproached the Courts.

He is a wealthy man, unlike some of those he attacks
under privilege, and far more wealthy than a lot of the hard-work-
ing Doctors he attacked recently when he was running around trying
to wreck the proposed Bill 1o outlaw guacks in NSW. -

Not that it would have cost him a penny if he had been
abl? to justify his conduct., His costs would have been paid, and
he would have obtained dzomages as well,

But the valiant Mr. Morgan didn't do this. He rose in
the House on Tuesday night and after using Parliamentary privilege
to slander "The CObserver', he then went on and asked Parliament
-to set up a Committee of Privilege, to clear his name. He %old
a sob story to the House, and finished up with the astounding
assertion that if acticn wasn't taken against us, it wouldn't be
safe for members to make representations on hehalf of any nigrant
wanting to enter Australia.

The charges agsinst Morgan are that he wade hils representa-
tions at £20 per time, a form of activity that wouldn't appeal
to most of his fellow Members.

On the strength of his sob stery The House agreed to set
up a Committee of Privilege to inquire into the matiter. 8o the
- "Obgerver" has had greatness thrust upon it. .'e are to be dragged
to Canberra to confront the politicians. It rarely falls to the
lot of a suburban paper to fight for the rizhts of the community
as a whole. We are honoured that it hrs T2llen to us to test

whether or not politicians are above ithe Courts, in Australis.

We kmow that in 3outh Africa todey. they have a Government
that claims that the High Court of Parlizment is the supreme
arbiter of the fate of all South Africans.

That the politician is grester than the Judge., We never
expected that we would be the instrument selected to test whether
this is true in Australis.

We will go to Canberra. AND WE WILL TAKE WITH US DROOF
OF THE CHARGES AGAINST MORGAN!




Turstsy, iy L14; 1790
M.H.R. ATTACKS JUDICIARY, POLISY, 4ND DOLITICAL PARTIES
STRANGE QUTBURST BY HORILN

IS MEMBER FQR REID £ SICK HAN?

Last week Mr. Charles Morgan, our loczl Federal Member, was
featured in a sensational story by journalist Alan Reld, who
specialises in sensational stories with a political flavour,
especially stories with an anti-Labor slant.

This story was certainly sensational.

It began by asserting that Mr. Morgan had last week Ypnervously™
inereaszed the insurance on his home.

As it went on; it became apparent that Mr. Morzan would have
been spending his money to better advantage had he coasulted a
Doctor, especially a psychiatrist, even thoush he has beer zttack-
ing the Medical profssslon sevagely 1in recent wmonths.

For Mr. Morgan went on to sttack the Judicilary,; ithe FPolice;
and both Political Parties, with his most vicious attack belng on
the ALP, his own Party. :

According to Mr, Feid; Mr. Morgan clilaims thet & Judge is behind
a reign of corruption, and Chicago-like gangsterism in Bankstowtn.

lir. Reid claimed the MHR named the Judgs in giestion.

Theh, he went on to claim thst the Police were net trying to
find out who was responsible For the fire at "The Torch" and that
one police officer had been transferred from the investigation under
peculiar circumstances.

He. hinte at corruption 2t the highest levels in the Felice
fores, and presumably In the HUSW Covernrent,

Then he goes on to elaim that in the Commonwealth files there
are documents incriminating tc soms person or psrsons in Bankstown.

He cleims that in the past; Fovernment action was warranted
against certain citizens of Banlistown, btut this was not taken beciuse
of Federal ZFovernment inefficiency or corruption.

ATTACKES DR. SVATT.

The peculiar part of this charge is that it is a direect attack
on the sfficiency and honesty of his own Leader, Dr. Livatt, whom
organ claims that he supports.

Because the matisrs of which Korgan spezis were all ralsed by
him some nine years ago.

They were then investigated by the Attorney-General’s Depart-
ment, and Dr. Bvalt was then Attorney-General.

IT the matter was "hushed up™ then it was hushed up by the
Labor Party and by Dr. Hvatt, that is according to Mr. Morzan.

It was Quring this period that ¥r. Horgan made such wild
Charges‘that the Labor Government, through ¥r. Dedman. criticised
him on the floor of the House.

) MF' Mo?gan_then goes on te clazim that the person assinst wvhom
hls_atcaqk is directed not only can corrupt the judiciary, and the
police, AND the Labor Party, but also runs the Libersl Party as welll
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There ig talk of largs contributions tc Liberal funds.

How Mr. Morgan, a Labor M.H.R., would be armed with suc@ )
knowlsdge of secret Liberal finances, is ol course, no0%U gxpleined.

Then, Kr. LHorzan passes into the sporting field, s=nd we find
that the sams mysterious man who ruans the judiciary, pelice, and
both political parties, is supreme there; t00.

Finatly, Mr. Morgan returns to the Labor Party and makes the
sirangeat statewents of all,

 BACKS "GROUPZRS'.

He states that this still unnamed psrson is pletting to get‘_
rid of ¥r. Wi Colbumrne as State Secretary of the A.L.P. and repluct
him with & "ereature" of hig own.

Mr. Morgan apparsntly doesn't realise that the revlacement of
Colbourne has been the policy of Dr. Hvatt and the anti-Grouper
faction in the Lebor Party for scme time.

They have made strenuous efforts to get rid of him bacause
hig political alleglance liss with the Victorians who have now
broken away from the Labor Party.

If Colbourne goes, according to Morzan, it will be because the
unnamed target of his criticlsm in Bankstown wants to run the
Party, and not because the Party wanits a man more in accord with
its own views, and not those of a bregkaway Zroup.

No member of the Sanbta-mariz Group has made a stabement more
damaging to the A.L.P. than Morgan's.

WANTS F.B.I.

A1l this followed on Morgan's attempt last week, without con-
sulting his Party, to get the Menzies Government to set up a2
© secret police force in Australia on the lines of' the Amsrican
Federal Bureau of Investiligation.

Thers are many things Australians admire about America, bub
the "shoot~firgt, ask gquestions-after," F.B.I. is not one of them.

The idea of a horde of trigger~happy sscret police running
around Australia does not appeal to anybody in his right mind, and
it was too much even for the Security-minded Mr. Menziss, who
Tlatly refused to move in the matiter.

) T@ere is one clue perhaps to Mr. Morgan's state of mind con-
tained in Mr. Reid's highly fanciful article.

It speesks of Mr. Morgan's "black despair".

) Ag matters stand, the only people entitled to be plunged
into-"olack despair" are the eleciors of Reid, and especizlly the
e;ectors of Bankstown, who are paying & men to spend meat of his
time slandering the district and those in it.




Thursdays 19th May, 1953, -

WHAT 19 PEHIND ATTACK ON BANKSTOWN?

LIES, SLANDER, POLITICAL INFLUENCE ARE "EAPONB OF LCCAL CLICUE.

Who are the men behind the present campaign that has held
Bankstown up to the ridicule and contempt of not only the rsst of
N.8.W,, but the rest of Australis? ‘

To-day, for a person teo say he is s resident of Bankstown,
invites sneers, and italk sbout "terrorism and gangsters",., ¥& have
been depicted as a communlity of hill-billies, incapable of keeping

the law, or of being trusted even with the contrel of our local
affairs,

This state of affsirs has been brought about dslibsratel
by a small local cligue who are prepared to use any weapons at
to suit their own finsncisl and politicsl ends.
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The weapons they have used, and are using sre lies, slander,
and political influence,

This campaign has been gresgtly intensified in the past
month, and its effect has been so disastrous on Bankstown that it
is time somebody sitood up to them,

The Observer intends doing just that.

For years these people have been riding high, wide, and

handsome over everybody they didn't like, and everybody who stend
in their way.

GUNS, SLANDER

They have run some peopls out of Bankstown with guns, and
others with & campalgn of lies and slander,

Typical of their meithols was their campaign to destroy
Benkstown Council, which ended in success,

The only thing wrong with Bankstown Council was that they
didn't control it. '

So through their local 0ffizial Organ, they launched atiuchk
after attack on everything thet the Counecil did.

They ran to the Local Govermment Department with storics of
corruption and dishonesty. The politiciers they conitrol joined in
the clamour, Minister for Local Govermmeni, Tenshaw, couldn'i move
out of his office without tripping over somebeody with another story
about how bad things were in Bankstown. '

ANTT-LABOR PRESH

They fed the Sydney Press with stories of a similar nsture.
They got the Sydney Press on side by aszuring it that a Royal
Commission into Bankstown would bring to light enough dirt to
destroy the Labor Govermment.

The destruction of the Labor Government is the policy of
the Sydney Press, especially Thoe Telegrsph" so it is understandable
that the eniti-Bankstown campaign would get a run on this basis.

Their campaign of lies and slander finaglly resulted in the
Bankstown Council being sacked for "incompetence",

This sction was taken on & report which was given to the
Government on Decembsr 23rd, 1953,



NEW COQUNCIL

A N&EW COUNCIL WITH 32IGHT NIW ~LDERMEN AND ONLY WOUR OF THR
OLD COUNCIL EAD BEEN ELECTED ON DECELBER 5TH!

So that the report must have referred, not to the nsw
Counell, but to the old.

But it madGe no differencs, The eclique which had not bsen
able to secure the 2lsction of their condidates at the Dzcember
election, had sufficlent pull in Macguarie Sireet to get the new
Couneil the sack.

It held Bankstown up to ridicule, and it deprived the
citizens of Bankstown of gelf-Government that they had had for
56 years, but thst didn't matter,

They were still not satisfied,.

So for the last four weeks, they have mobilised their foress
for a Tinel effort that they think will finish the opposition teo
them for good and all.

OPEN _SEASON

It has been an open season for the liars and slandsrers of
Bankstown. )

A fire which may have been accidental, and may not have
bsen accidsntal, has been made the excuse for charges that have
made Bankstewn sound like a Wild West village.

"The Obmerver" is not goiﬁg to sit idly by while thsse
people sling mud with beth hands st decent citizens who happen
to get in their way.

They are calling for exposures and rgvelstions.

They can scarcely complain if they get them and neither can
their friends in Macquarie Street or Canberral



