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THE PARLTAMENTARY STANDING GOMMITIEE ON PUBLIC WORKS

CADETS' BARRACK BLOCKS, ROYAL MILITARY COLLEGE,.
DUNTROON, A.G.T,

Report

His Excellency the Administrator in Council has' referred
to the Parlismentary Standing €ommittee on Public Works for' inquiry and
report to the House of Representatives, the proposal to erect cadets'
tarrack Blocks at the Royal Military College, Duntroon, Australian Capital
Territory. The Committes have the honour to report as follows:=

General

1. The Committee made. an inspsction of the Royal Militery
College, particularly the existing accommodation for cadets and the sites
for the proposed barrack blocks, Evidence was heard from representatives

of the Department. of the Army and the Department of Works,

Historical

2, Early in 1910, as a result of a visit by the Chief of the
Imperial General Staff to advise on the defences of Augtralia, the
Commonwealth Government decided to establish a military college for the
training of officer cadets for the Australien Army,-
3 The site at Duntroon was selected on lst July, 1910, and the
first class of staff cadets entored the Royal Militery Gollege on 27th
June, 1911.. Except for the period from 1931 to 1936, when for finemcial
reasons’ it was located in Sydney, the College has continued to function
at Duntroon,

1.



2.
I’ Initially provision was made for 100 cadets in four classes

of 25. The number has increased to a strength this year of 219.

The role of the Royal Military Collegme

5. The Roysl Military College, Duntroon, is established to
train cadets for careers in the service of the Crowm, as officers in the
Australian Army,

6. Its aim is to give each cadet the knowledge necessary to fit
him to enber upon such a career end to foster in him the moral and mental
qualities on which leadership depends,

7. The courge of instruction is designed:~

(a) to promote a sense of honour ard loyalty, duby and
responsibility; to inculeate habits of discipline
and soldierly conducty and to give a correct
understanding of the place of the armed services in
the Australian nation;

(b) to provide a balanced ard liberal education in the
arts and sciences taking into account the special
needs of the service and the aptitude of the cadet;

(¢} to develop a capacity for clear and logical thought am
clarity of expression;

(d) %o give a sound military education in the science
and principles of war; and

(e) to instruct the cadet in the military skills and
techniques of modern warfare required of' the junior
regimental officer, and in the organisation, roles
and employment of the various arms and services;
and to provide specialist knowledge adequate for
his eppointment as a lieutenant in a particular
arm or service.

8. At the request of the New Zealand Government, provision has
been made aince the inception of the College, for training cadets from

New Zealand.
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9. To carry out its role the College has to provide for the
nmilitary and academic training of the cadets and for the living end
recreational requirements of cadets and of militery and academic sgtaff,

Exigting babrack sccommodabion
10. Barrack accommodation in permanent and temporary buildings
can be provided for 265 cadets, Most of this accommodation is in
permanent. buildings.
11, Permanent buildings.- Permanent. accommodation is
provided in five buildings conveniently grouped around the instruetional,
messing and recreational facilities for cadets. The bulldings
accommodate 211 cadets under conditions which are of guitable standard.
12, Temporary buildings.~ Accommodation can be provided for
54 cadets in temporary buildings erected in wartime, These buildings
were not designed for prolonged use and they are reaching the end. of
thelr economic 1life. They are extremely cold in winber and are
unsuitable for cadet living and study accommodabion.
13. The majority of this temporary accommodation is inconveniently

loceted in relation to the main College buildings and classrooms.

The need for new buildings
14 Number of oadets.,~ A Committee appointed by the Minister

for the Arny in 1959 to examine the methods of production of officers for
the Mustralian Regular Army recommended that planning for the next

20 years should be based on a yearly requirement of 200 officers,

100 of whom should be graduates of the Royal Military College.

154 Although over-all planning for the Roysl Militery College
envisages the eventual production of 100 cadets a year, we were told

that the full inteke to achieve this is not 1ikelj for some years,

The accommodation proposed in the reference before the Committes,

therefore, is for a smaller number.

16, In 1961 there sre 219 cadets at the College, The table
which follows gives the cadet strength in each class for 1961 and the



be
estimated strengths to 1965, The figures include an expected inbake
of 10 cadets each year from New Zealand,

1961 1962 1963 1964 1965

4th class (intake) T M4 14 14 114
3rd class 65 61 99 99 99
2nd olass 44 59 56 90 90
19t olass (graduating) k 43 58 55 88
Totals 219 277 R7 358 391
17« Vastage through the course arises from such causes as

failure to ?.'btain the required military or academic standard, medical
downgrading and withdrawel, on payment, for personal reasons.

18. The introduction of a scholarship scheme and an increased
number of applications for entry into the Royal Military OCollege in
1962 support the hopes expressed by Army witnesses that the estimated
strengths will be achieved,

19. Available accommodation.- As already menbtioned,
accommodation can be found for 265 cadets, 54 of whom would have to live
in temporary buildings.

20, Without new buildings and if the estimeted cadet strength

is achieved, p ] dation would £all short in the years to
1965 as follows:-

1962 1963 1964 1965
Shortage of permanent accommodation 66 116 147 180

2. It is obvious from the forsgoing table that, to accommodate
the number of cadets expected during the next few years, there is an
urgent need for additional barrack blocks.

22, Until new barreck blocks are erected, increasing use will
have to be wade of temporary accommodation in buildings which have fallen
into disrepair and which will require renovation.

23. The Committee. consider that this poor accommodation, which
Lacks heabing and which is mostly located some distence from the main
arca of cadet activity should cease to be used for cadeb barracks as soon

as possible.
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The_proposed buildings
24 The proposal befors the Committee is to erect two buildings,
one of which will accommodate 79 cadets (cadet block No.2) and the other
99 (cadet block No.3). It is intended to erect the smaller building
£irst.
25, The buildings will contain bedrooms for cadets, toilet and
shower facilities, box rooms, linen closets, laundries, an office and
games, recreation and syndicate rooms.
26, The design,~ Load bearing brick walls are proposed for
the 3 storey structures. The main wings will contain bedrooms and the
smaller wings, of two floors only, will contain accommodation for senior
and junior under officers, the games' and recreation rooms and the laundry.

27, Building materials and finishes.- FExternal walls will

be of brick and the roof of timber frame covered with cement roofing tiles.
28, Internal wails and ceilings will be painted and floors
generally will be covered with linoleum tiles, Toilet floors will have
moravian tiles and walls will have tiled dadoes, rendered above.

29, Ingineering services.- Engineering services will include

hot and cold water to toilet and laundry srees end hot waber radiators for
the. internal heating of the building., Normel electrical services will

be installed and provision has been made for a thermal fire alarm systen
and internael fire hydrants with fixed hoses.

30, Accommodation standards for cedots.~ Evidence was given

that where appropriate the plens conform to the Scaeles and Standarde of
Accommodation for the Services in Peace. However, the scales do not
neke any provision for singlo bedrooms which are also used as studies.
3. The bedrooms will be approximately 100 square feet in area.
This compares with 150 square feet for s junior officer, 80 square feet
for other ranks and 100 squere foet for a sergeant.

2. Built-in furniture is to Ye provided and the rooms will

compare with those in the existing per 5 accommodation

33. The Committee believe thab the bedrooms, as planned, will
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provide suitable accommodation for cadet living and study.
34 Shovers o= From thé plens subtmitted, the Committes
noted that only 3 showers were shown for each floor of 25 cadets. It
wa$ revealed during the hearing of evidence, however, that 5 showers are
to be provided. Witnesses from the Department of the Army are satisfied
with this number and the Committee consider that.4t is sufficient,
35. Bvidence was given that the Nationel Capital Development
Commission has. no objection to the work proposed.
36. Congiruction of the cadets’ barrack blocks to the sizes and
design proposed,is recommended.
37. Construction time.- It has been estimaeted that, after
instructions to proceed are given, 16 weeke will be required to complete
contract documents, irvite terders and accept a contract for cadet block
No.2. Congtruction time has been estimated to be 78 weeks, however,
we were told that the estimate is cohserve.tive and that it should be
possible to comstiuct +the ilding in a shorter period.
38, A motion that it is expedient to carry out the proposed work
camot be moved until after the House of Representatives resumes and
this report is presented in August,1961. On the basis of the 98 wocks
involved in planning and construction, the building would not be ready
for occupation until June,1963.
39. The expected cadet strength being 277 inm 1962, a gmall
additional amount of temporary accommodation. will have to be mede ready
end brought into use next year, There would then bo 66 cadets in temporary
accommodation.
40. The estimated cadet strength in 1963 is 327, If the
construction time for cadet block No.R, to accommodate 79, is not shortened
there will be a need to find further temporary accommodation for 50 cadets.
4l The provision of temporary accommodation to the extent of 116
rooms should be avoided.
4R, The Committee recommend that stremwous efforts be made to _
reduce the construction time of cadet block No.2 so that it can be occupied

in Jamuary,1963, and thus evoid the provision of temporary sccommodation
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beyond the 66 rooms needed for the estimated cadet strength in 1962,
43 If this can be achieved, the Royal Military College will
have permanent accommodation for 290 and temporary accommodation for 66 ~
& total of 356 ~ against an estimated strength of 327 in 1963 and 358
in 1964.
Lo It follows that to provide for an estimated cadet strength
of 391 and in order to do eway with temporary accommodation, cadet block
No.3, to accommodate 99, will need to be ready for occupation by Jamuary,
1965.

45 Estimates of cost, The estimated cost of the two cadet

blocks is £341,000, made up as follows:—

Cadet Block No.2. Gadot, Hlock Mo.3.
Building works 118?900 124,‘8‘:00
Frniture 11,780 12,470
Mechanical 13,570 14,350
Rlectrical{ ‘including
Canberra Electric Supply) 5,370 5,690
Thermal alarms 3,160 3,345
Hydraulics,sewers and
stormrater drainage 1,510 45790
Internal fire mains and
hydrants 1,340 1,425
Site works 72370 11,130
£163,000 £178,000,
The gitg
46, The sites for the proposed barrack blocks kre Jotated hanily to

the main Zollege tuildings and clagsrooms. They are within the College
boundaries as defined by the Department of the Interlor following o
recommendation by the National Gapital Nevelopment Commission.

47 During the course of our inquiries it was mentioned that the
Royal Military College boundary on the western side falls below the top of
Mount Pleasant. While the College authoritiss have no wish to deny to the

public the opportunity to view the city of Canberra from this. very good
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vantage point, they would not want the College area overlooked by
repidential development. It is their strong hope that the area will
remain a8 a public reserve, .
8, A recommendation along these lines: was made in 1955 by the
Senate Select Commitbee on the Development of Canberra..
49, We agree that residential development overlooking the Royal
Military College area would be most undesirable. Therefore, if no
decision has yot been mede, the Committee recommend that. action be teken
which will ensure for all time, that residential development overlooking
the Royel Military College will not. take place and that the Mount Pleesant
lookout, remains a public reserve.

Other proposed work at the Royal Military Collese
50, A considerable amount of work, of which the two cadets!
barrack blocks form part, is proposed at the Royel Military College.
The total proposal as endorsed by the Defence Business Board, is estimated
to cosb £739,360 and is made up of the following componentss-

Stapge 1. £ £
Cedets! barrack block Mo.2' 163,000
Kitchen and mess for H.Q.Company 58,500
Living block for W,R.A.A.C. 73,000
New sub-station, 6,000
Alterations to chemical
laboratories 5,500
Engineering laboratories 16,300
Additions to staff cadet mess 6,600
Development of field firing range 20,000 348,900
Stage 2.
Cadets! barrack block No.3 178,000
Bxtension of H.Q.Coupany
barrack block 62,700
R. A E.M.E.. workshop 102,500
Alterations to hospitel 8,160
Retaining walls,drainage,footpaths,
kerbing and guttering 8,500
H.Q, orderly room 15,950
Additionel offices to physics.
block 8,550
Latrine in service block 2,600
Stormwater drainage, H.Q.Company
area 3,500 390,460
£739,360
51, The Commitbee note with. concern that of all this work,

estimated to cost £739,360, which could be described as a planned

programme of reconstruction and development, only two items estimated to

cost £341,000 have been referred for inquiry and report.
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Summary of recommendations and conclusions
52, The Comnmittee's recommendetions and conclusions, arrived
at after studying the evidence and material submitted, are set out below.

The paregraph quoted alongside each recommendation and conclusion refers to

the relevant portion of the report. Paragraph
in report.
(1) There is an, urgent need for additionel barrack
blocks for cadets. 21
(2) Poor standerd temporary accommodation showld cease
to be used as soon as possible. 23
(3) Bedrooms as planned will be suitable as cadet living
and study accommodation. 33
(4) The number of showers to be provided is sufficient, 34

(5) Construction of the buildings, as proposed, is
recommended. 36

(6) The provision of temporary accommodation to the
oxtent of 116 rooms should be avoided. AL

(7Y To evoid expenditure on the provision of additional
temporary accommedation,. stremuous efforts should
be made to ensure that cadet block No.2 is ready

for occupation by Jamary, 1963. 42
(8) Cadet block No.3 will be needed by January 1965. L4
(9) The estimated cost of the proposed buildings is

£341,000,. 45

(10) If no decision has been made, action is rocommended
to ensure that residential development overlooking
the Royal Military GCollege will not take place
and that tho Mount Pleasant lockout remains a
public reserve. 49

ALl

(Allen Fairhall,)
Chairmen.

0ffice of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on
Public Works,
Parlisment House,

Oanberra,  A.C.T.
11%h July, 1961,



