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MEMBERS OF THE PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS

(NINETEENTH COMMHTEE.)

(Senators and Members of the House of Representatives appointed 4th March, 1964.)
ROGER LEVINGE DEAN, ESQUIRE, M.P. (Chairman)

WlUJAM PAUL O'CONNOR, ESQUIRE, M.P. (Vice-Chairman)
Senate House of Representatives

Senator KENNETH McCoLL ANDERSON WlLFRED JOHN BRIMBLECOMBE, ESQUIRE, M.P.
Senator FELIX DITTMER ALEXANDER ANDREW BUCHANAN, ESQUIRE, M.P.
Senator EDGAR WYLBE PROWSE WILLIAM JOHN FULTON, ESQUIRE, M.P.

CHARLES EDWARD GRIFFITHS, ESQUIRE, M.P.

EXTRACT FROM THE VOTES AND PROCEEDJNGS OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, No. 14,
DATED 9TH APRIL, 1964

7. PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE-RETERENCE OF WORK-REGIONAL LABORATORY FOR COMMONWEALTH SCIENTIFIC AND
^^^^^E^JL?!^?JA.!^', ^E^^^R^ ^Ef-rE.RN_'^STRALI^:-7,Mr' Freeth (Minister jepresenting
the Minister for Works) moved, ^pursuant to notice, That, in accordance with the provisions.of "the -P^Hc Works
CommUtee^ 1913-1960, the following proposed work be referred to the Parliamentary Standing Committee
on Public Works for investigation and report-Constmction of Regional Laboratory for Commoawe^ Scientific
and Industrial Research Organization at Shenton Park, Western Australia.

Mr. Freeth presented plans in connexion with the proposed work.
Question-put and passed.
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ENGINEERING SERVICES NRE PROTECTION

^v.BS\,:n.gm^L^rT^W?lJ^ud,e,power ,52-The ^ ^ ^tem is to consist of thermal fire
y^-x^^
passenger lift. areas housing electricalt

equipment The officers of the C.S.I.R.O. are s;tisfied~that
44. Mechanical engineering services will incorporate this is Parable to an automatic" spnrAie7system':
^M^s^a's,^; ^;,N^«^s.bMmdud-°.?-"-»
^= ^r.SS%5=
drinking water coolers, sanitary

*

incinerators,
t » S m°y,.S h2.b.em8u'Te"d.".-,c»n^°««»'"»

extiaguishers and a hydrant booster pump. m scientific institutions and we believe more'atteation
should be given to this problem.

45. Discussions with local authorities have revealed
that^de^f ^p^u=Ss ^VLcS=I ^roK£ <;?^eS? S^bL ^ F^^rating or by the provision

^,t^T»^i°^^??-ir^c.<?^"len^ constructi(m of the of s^ongrooms m sufficient numbers and readily accessible
laboratory and associated buildings to the sizes and designs to_the various laboratory -g^-^wouid1^^
proposed. the appropriate authorities.

55. Our intention here is to point to the need for this
AIR-CONDITIONING matter to have close attention.

47. The ^roPosa1' as referred to the cornmktee, pro-
vides_for_the air-conditioning of twelve rooms, which,
for scientific purposes, need to be maintained under critical FUTURE DEVELOPMENT

-SCM^at^
E^t,^,^:ham^,vmtnation-of,S_cupboards'no ^-"ed'in'detaH-althoughTT^ZiZtT

^.s^^s^.^ an

administrative unit and the conversion of the 'areaminimum of structural alterations. occu-
pied initially by the library for use as a canteen.

48. A considerable amount of evidence was devoted

fs.^^^^^^S -iS'^IW^^?
aereement that, apart from added comfort this would con- °md.,ttle..provision. of. a wild. Life laboratory. Further
trihutp+otTiTefficipncvofthRstsffThefwoTT'nstrepen^ ^eJ^P.T:!nt ..T?^ld 'b^ IPOSSible to Ae south of the
e^cted Commonwealth buildings . fh: City of Perth^e lab-tori- ^ wm co.prise the first and second
Renatriation bu':1din(r in William Street and the A.B.C. stages.

Studies-are air-conditioned as is the whole of the opera- 58. Adequate provision has been made for future
tions section of the Terminal Building at the Perth Airport. dev6lopment"of the' site.'

49. The estimated cost of air-conditioning the whole
of the building is £73,000. Competing demands for the
capital works funds of C.S.I.R.O. are strong and in the CONSTRUCTION TIMETABLE^

judgment of their officers, this money would be better
spent on other laboratories, leaving rhe installation of air- 59. The estimated time required to complete contract
^S^:: £:S^lfcn "-<« ^^S^^tS^^rS^^^the Organization's financial resources. period of 65 weeks will be required for the com-

pletion of the building.50. It would be difficult to predict when this demand
will diminish and we believe it would reauire a diflFerent
approach to the Question rather than a diminishinf? demand
for money by C.S.I.R.O. activities for a decision in favour ESTIMATES OP COST

of air-conditioning to be achieved. 60. The estimated cost of the work proposed in the
51. We are conscious of the fact that Commonwealth first sta8e is £464,000 made up as follows:

employees in the A.B.C. building, the Repatriation bui1d- £
ing and the airport terminal building have the benefit of Building work including caretaker's
air conditionine, we know that part of the building needs cottage 237,000t » . . . .

to be air-conditioned for scientific purposes and we are Electrical 28,000< < . . # #

aware of fhe extremes of summer climate in Western Lift installation 10,000» * * . . t

Australia. We believe it should be in relation to these Fire alarms 5,000< * . . »

factors that a decision whether or not to air-condition Mechanical services 37,000» . . .

should be considered. On the grounds of consistency, in Sanitation, water fire service, mcluding
the interests of the comfort and efficiency of the staflF connector to main sewer 78,000and for the better preservation of eauipment and scientific

. . » .

Site works, paving, drainage and fencing 29,000records, we recommend that the whole of the building be Ancillary buildings-glass houses, pot-air-conditioned at an estimated additional cost of £73,000. ting shed, animal house, workshop . . 40,000In reaching this conclusion, we are conscious of the fact
that an inter-departmental committee on air-conditioning £464,000will soon be reaching its conclusions and making its recom-
mendations. We believe that the case for air-conditioning
all of this building _is sufficiently strong to counter any 61. The recommendation for air-conditioning the whole
thought that we should have left this question m abeyance. of the building increases this figure to £537,000.'
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Paragraph

SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS AND(5) Air-conditioning of the whole of the
CONCLUSIONS building at an estimated additional cost

of £73,000 is recommended 51
62. A summary of the recommendations and coa- * *

clusions of the Committee is set out below and alongside (6) Special precautions should be taken for
each is shown the paragraph to which it refers. Recom- the preservation of scientific records 53-55
mendations appear in bold type. (7) Adequate provision has been made for

future development of the site 58
Paragraph .

(1) Existing buildings are overcrowded and (8) The estimated cost of the work pro-
some research is being conducted in posed, as referred to the Committee, is
makeshift and primitive conditions 9 £464,000 60. b . . » *

(2) There is an urgent need to provide a (9) The estimated cost of the work, as
new building for the Western Aus- recommended by the Committee is
tralian Regional Laboratory of £537,000 61* t . » . f

C.S.I.R.O. 15» . * *

R. L. DEAN, Chairman.
(3) The site will be eminently suitable for

C.S.I.R.O. purposes 19 Office of the Parliamentary Standing Committee
fr * .

on Public Works,
(4) Construction of the laboratory and Parliament House,

associated buildings to the sizes and Canberra, A.C.T.
designs proposed is recommended 46 7th May, 1964.t .
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