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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMUITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS

DIVISIONAL STCRE, DEPARTMIRT OF HEALTH
DARYIM, NORTHFRN TERRITORY

REPORT

On 31 July 1969, His Excellency the Governor-General in Cowncil referred
fo the Perliamentary Stending Committco on Public Woxks for investization and
repoxrt to the House of Representatives, the proposal for conmstruction of a

divisional storo for the Depertment of Health at Daxwin, Worthern Territoxy.
Tho Commnd.ttoe have the honowr to report as follows:

THE COMIIOTER!S TNVESTIGATION

1. The Coumittee received written submissions and drawings from the
Departmonts of Health end Works and took evidence from their representativos ab
o public heoring in Conberra. A Soctional Committee inspoeted the site for

the proposed building and the existing facilities.
TH0 REFERENCE

2, The proposal referred to the Committee is for the construction of a
divisional store in Waratah Avenue, Fannie Bay to roplace facilities which are
inadequate in oxtont and standoxd, It will comprise a bulk store of

15,000 gq, £t on o single level und a dotached two-ptorey building to accommodate
the pharmacy store, dispeneory and plant rooms on the ground floox,and
administrotive offices and emenities on the upper floor.  Selected areos axe

to bo air conditioned.

3 The work is estimated to cost §737,000.,



2,
HORTHERN TERRIT(RY MEDICAL SERVICE

4. Functiong The Dopoxtmont of Heolth operetes the Northern Territory
Medical Sexvice and thus abtonds to most community health and hygiene noeds in
the Territory. These include the operation of hospitals, dontal clinics, infant
hoalth clinics, rural hoalth sorvices, henlth inspections and the gquarentine

sorvice,

Se In the absonce of major commercial werehouses in the Northern Territoxy
handling drugs, medical sundrios, dentel materials and inestruments, the divisional

store is required to hold essential matoriels for the Sorvice's day to day activities..

6. Besides being responsible for stores management and control, the divisional
gtorc in Darwin holds and distributes medicel and pharmaceuticel requirements of
tho Depariment of Health in tho northern part of the Territory, repacks bulk
supplies, manuftectures solocted phormaccutical lines and receives stores and
distributes goneral lines such as hardwore, foodstuffs, stationery, furnifure and

equipmont and dental materinls.

Te Exipting Stores The divisonal store in Darwin operates from a store
(10,180 8q. £+) ond garage (1,500 sq. ft) in tho Bishop Street industrial avea,
two huts at tho Darwin Hompital (2,400 eq. £1) and four huts at the East Arm
leprosy Hospital (400 sq. £%), All are steel-fromed golvanised iron clad

buildings with little or no inpulation cgoinst the elimate.

B NEED
: % Tho buildings at the Darwin and Bast Arm Hospitals aro in o poor state
of wepair and are being used only bocause of o critical lack of alternative
storage space. Thoy, togethor with the garage building at Bighop Strecet, are
such that thoy permit entry of wator in the wet soason and dust in the dry, It

would not be economic to attempt to improve thoir condition.
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B The 1ain store at Bichop Stroct is a satisfactory building gonerally,
Lut it is not capable of extunsion., It ig badly ovorcrowded both in the
sloses and office rrcas.,  The exwnped conditions have resulted in below
atandrd voxkiing wreas fox siaff, a fire rick and difficulties in the control

=nd managenent of stock,

10, Storage conditions for mort 1tems axe far from ideel, In moot storage
e tenporbure s cre extrone in tho summer sionths and deterioration of stock

resulbo,

1. Due to thr relative isolation of Darwin from regular sources of supply,
md tne high coat of transport of urgenily requived items, the Depariment of
Henlth works on the basis of holding about threo months requiroments at any one
time., The inercase in populction in recent years and the reflection of this
in the garowth of the department's scrvicos hus pointed up the noed for more and

bottor quality storage for Medical Service noeds,

12, In view of the doplorable siate of the cxisting storage facilities,
the Conmittee found that there is an urgent nced for the accoumod. tion proposecd

in this weforence.

13. Wie took evidence about the detrimontal effect heat and humidity has
on many of the items customarily held in the divisional store in Doxrwin
porticulaxly drugs, medicines cnd medicnl sundrics and noted the considexnble
westoge which hoe been cccurring due to unsuitable storepe conditionse For
this roagon, we support the propesal to nir condition not onl, otiff occupied
areas in tho proposed building but also those arcas whewc . tne™ uhich

deteriorates undex severc heat or hwildity is shored.



4.

THJ} BUILDTNCG PROPOSAL,

14. Bite The site of cbout 3&; acres is situated in Varateh Avenue,

Fannie Bay, some threc miles from the Darwin city aren, It io fairly close
to the Dexwin lospital and transport torminals and is of sufficient size fo

perait future expansion of the store is nocessary., A Dopartuont of Ilcelth

inflammnblo store has already beon built on the site.

15. The Cormittec consider that the site sclected is suitable.
16, Desimn n.qd Layout The proposed building will comprise a single- -

storcy bulk store wing and o two-storoy office/phormacouticnl/records wing.
Thoy will be linked by single~rtorey soctions housing the dispensoxy cnd pharmacy

store,

17. Tho ground floor of the two-storey block will accommodate o cool xoom,
arcas for bottle storage, prepacking ¢nd labelling, sterile preparation and v
distilled water and manufccturing. Offices, o rocords store, a machinists!
roon, a clocners' storc, a lunch room and %oilets will be located on the first

floox.

18. In the bull and stotionery stores, there will be a tea room, offices,
toilets, aroas fox rocoipt, despatch and recording of goods, a fork Mft parking

arca, & disposal xroom and an incinerator,

19. Construction 8ite conditiona are suitable for the usc of conexote
pad footings undor colurms and strip footings wndexr walls. The two-~storey
section vill be fromed in reinforced conoreto vhilet the single-storoy link
soctions will havo stoel portal frames. The ground floor will be concrete on
£i11, and the first, suspended conerete. Walls will be cavaity brick and the

ingulated low-pitch roof will be a steel frame supporting galvanisod steel decking.
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20, The bulk store end the disposal xoom will have steel portel frames

with steel girts and purlins to permit fixing of wall cladding and roof shoeting.
Light steel fromes will form the roof lanterns and ridge vents., The singlo~-
storey stationery store adjoining the bulk store will be constructed in load
‘bearing brick and will have a steel frame to support the gelvanised steol roof
decking,

21, External Finishes Expoged structural framing of the office block
and the stationery storo, including colwms, beoms, fuscios, fins and spandrels
will be off form concrote, Louvres will be procast concreto and walls will be

brick, Window frames axe to be anodised nluminium.

22, The well cladding of the bulk store and disposal roon will be hoovy
gaugo prossed steel sheeting coated both sides with vinyl, Fascias will bo
coloured asbestos cement. Window panels will be fittod with baked enamel metel

louvres at lower levels ond wirod gloss louvres under the eavos.

23, Internal Finishes Internal finishes will be sclocted in accoxdance
with the use of the arca concorned congistent with durability and econonic
maintonance,  Generally, exposed walls will bo brick or concrete and will be
renderod and paintod,  Shower recesses, surrounds to hoandbasins ond wall fittings

in toilets will have coramic tiles.

24. In office, rocords and processing aroas, floors will be finished with
vinyl tiles, toilets with ccramic tilcs, and covered circulation areas with

quorry tiles., Tho bulk store and disposal roon floors will be granclithiec.

254 In office and staffod areas, ceilings will be susponded acoustic tiles
whilst othox arecas, excopt far the bulk store and disposal room, will have

fibrous plastex.



6.

26, Mochanical Services Areas for prepacking and sterile proparation,

stationexy and dental supplios, msnufacturing and dispensary, the phaamacy
and rocords stores, offices and the lunch xoom will be air conditioncd, Toilets,

cleaners! rooms and the ldtchen will be mechanically exhuusted.

27. Miscelloncous »echenical servieces will include cool xoom wnd distillution
plant, o monorail hoist in the bulk store, a hot water sexvice, a wator filtration

syston end senitory and garboge incincrators.

28, Electrical Services Electricity will be suppliod te the building by
underground cable, Intemmal reticulation will include provision for future
expansion, Lighting througiout will be fluorescent und power outlots will be
provided as nccessary. An ouergency diosel generator will be provided to

cosure continuity of operation of cool room and refrigeration cquipriont.

29. Civil Works An occoss road will be constructed to londing arcas,
the cor park and tho hardstanding area, and will link with the cxisting
infloammable stores uscecos. Roads and prrking areas will be sooled, korbed and
channellod and stormater dxains will bo connected to the underpground system,

A security fence will be erected sround the site bounderies.

30, Hydroulic Sorvices Water supply will be drawn from the town mains.
A 10,000 gellon fire sprinkler storuge tonk will be installod end a fire hydrant
wein comoectod. A reticunlatod lovm watering system will be provided. Scworage

will be connoctod to a main on the western boundary.

31. Five Proticction Tho building will be protccted by a sprinklor sysiem

and hydronts, hoses and portable extinguishors will be provided.

32, The Comnittoct!s Concluaion The Committece recommend the construction

of the work in this rcference.
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LEWTMALE OF COgY

33. The eotimated cont of Ghe word: when referred to the Comittec was

737,000 1made up a3 follows:

¢

Building work 454,000
Ieehunienl and [ire acxvicos 164,000
Bloctrical sexvices 55,000
Civil end hydraulic scaviees 44,000

737,000

PROCRASE
34. It is expected that affwr an approval to proceed is given, the

preparation of finnl drawings und tender documents will toke approxinotely cight
monthg, Construction tine for the work is cstimntod to tako 18 monthg ufter a

contract is lot,
RECOUMEWDATIONS AND CONCLUSIONS

35, The sunmery of recomnondations cnd conclusions of the Comaittos is sol

out below, Alongside onch is shown the puavagraph in the report to which it

refors,
Porogeaph
1. PHUERE IS AN URGENT IEBD 1OR MITE ACCOMMODATTON
PROFOSED IN THIS REFSRINCE. 12
2. TIHE PROPOSAL TO AIR CONDITION STAK QCCUTTED AREAS

AND SELECTED STORES ARMAS IS SUPDORIDD. 13
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Poxograph
3. IHE SITE SWIECTED IS SUITABLE, 15
4e THE COMMITTEE RECOMIAND 4HE CONSTRUCTION OF THE WORK
TF 'MIIS RIEFERICE, 32
5e THE ESTIMATED COST OF THE WORK VIlL UBFERRED TO THE
COMMITTLE WAS. $737,000. 33
&; a&%c -
-
(F.C. CHANEY)
Chaiymon

Perliamentary Stonding Committoe on Public Works,
Parllomont House,
CAWBITRA, A.C.T.

18 Septembor, 1969.



