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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMAYITER ON PUBLIC WORKS

ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR NEIGHBOURHOOD UNIT NO. 4
CASUARINA DISTRICP (WAGAMAN SUB-DIVISION), DARWIN
NORTIERN TERRITCRY

EEPORT

On 3 July 1969, His Excellency the Governor-General in Council
referred to the Perliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works for investigation
oand report to the House of Representatives the propesal to provide engineering
sexvices to Neighbourhood Unit No. 4 in the Casuarina Distriet of Darwin,
Northern Texritory. The neighl?ou:chood unit or sub-divieion has been named
Weagaman,

The Committee have the honour te report as followss:

THE COMMITIEE!S TNVESTIGATION

1. Written submissions were made to the Committoe by the Northern
Territory Administration end the Department of Works. Evidence was taken at
publio hearings in Melbourne end Darwin from xepresentatives of these departments

and from en alderman of the Corporation of the City of Darwin.

PREVIOUS ENQUIRIES
2. The Casuarina District is one of four aress on the north-eagtern
outiskirts of Darwin being developed or planned for residential purposes. The
development of the fivet district, Nightcliff, except for some minor areaes, has

been completed.
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3. The other three districts, namoly, Casusrina, Dripeitone and Sanderson
are located esst of Rapid Creek., Each is to comprise four neighbourhood units
of ghout the geme dimonsions and o provide roughly comperable residential and
other utility lots,

4. A former Cormittee roported to the Paxliament in April 1965 about the
provision of engineering services to Alawa, the first neighbourhood wilt in the
Capusaing District, The present Committee reported in May 1967 and August 1968
respectively on the servicing of the second and third neighbourhood units et
Casuarinp, namely, Jingili end Moil, All throe proposals involved the servicing
of about 600 rosidential blocks and the provision of part of the basie sexvices

of the district including ronds, drainage, electricity etc.

5. It is appropriate %o ropeat here a conclusion of the Committee in 1965
that " .,. the designs proposed for the Alawa unit are satisfactory and set a
standard which subsoquent units in the Caguarine District might follos", The
present Committeo endorsed that conclusion in relation to both the Jingili and

Moil references and agreo that it applics equally in the case of Wagamen.

6. Sewerage In the report on Moil, we obsexrved that whilst the
oxigting severage disposal servicos discharging through the Rapid Creek pumping
station and the marine outfall at Seabreeze Point will be able to dispose of
seviage fxom Moil, it was clear that there is a need to provide major sdditional
facilities fairly quickly.

Te The Committee commented that " .., plans for residential sub-divisions
axre ahead of those for gewapge disposal ond ..... the occupation of neighbourhood
unitg after Moil can only procecd if the trunk sewer end the facility et

Leanyer Swamp ere available", Ve therefore urged the Government " ... to come
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to an early decision about the provision of additional sewage disposal
facilities in Dexwin in oxder that there is no consequent delay in the

provision of housing”.

8. On 14 May '1969, the Committee concluded an investigation end

reported to the Parliament on e proposal for the augmentation of Darwin's
scwerage servicos, The additional focilities proposed include the
construction of treatment lagoons at leanyer Swemp, north-east of Casuarina

ag well es a main trunk sower, pumping station and »ising mein,  When the
facilities are coupleted, sewage from 2ll suburbs east of Repid Creek, including
the Casuarina District will be taken to Leanyer Swamp for treatment, The work
is expected to be completed by ahout December 1970 in good time to sexve the

development in Waogaman proposed in this referenco.
TE PRESINT REFERENCE
9. The Wegaman Sub-division is designed to provide -

602 residential lots
3 commerciel sites

1 pre-school site

1 primaxy school site
4 local parke

1 contral park

2 flat sitos

1 special site

10. The services to be provided include
~ roadworks and drainoge around and within the sub-division,
ineluding roads, kerbs and gubters, footpeths and underground

stormvator drains;
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- water supply, including reticulation maine, fixe

hydrants and house connections;

- reticulation sewers;

- oalectricity supply, including high tension distribution
to the oren, low tension intemal reticulation and strect
lighting.
11, The estimated cost of the work vhen raferred to the Committee wns
82 million. Tho proposal is o commence servicing 260 residentiel lots in

1969/70 (for housing construction in 1970/71) and the reuwaining 342 lots in
1970/71 (for housing construction in 1971/72).

THC NEED
12, Population In the pest five years, the Committec have investigated

and reported to the Parliament on the following projeots all of which have been

concerned with meeting tho domestic needs of a steadily growing urbsn population

in Daxwin.
Alawa Sub-division =~  April 1965
Augmentation of Vater Supply -~ May 1965
Jingili Sub-division ~ Moy 1967
Stokes ill Powowr Station, Stage 4 -~  Octobor 1967
Moil Sub-division - August 1968
Augmentation of Sewcrage Sexvices - Iy 1969
Auguentation of Wiater Supply -~ Moy 1969
13, In each case, the need for the proposed work was croated, in general

terms, by a populotion whose annual increnent wes, by count, some 7% over the

20-ycexr period to 1966 and, by estimete, about 11j since then.
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At the 1966 census, the population count for the Greater Darwin area was
21,561 including about 800 aboriginals, At 30 June 1968 it was estimated
that the figuwe hod grown to 26,800, '

14. In en ansessment made in 1965 besed on a rate of growth of 7% per
annum compound it was forecast that excluding aboriginals the population would
be 24,500 in 1968, It was calculated that this growth rate would generate
a demand fox around 600 housee per annurl requiring the servicing of at least

one neighbourhood unit per year with the necessary anoillaxy services.

15, These predictions have been greatly exceeded as shown by the rate of
gronth of 1l since 1966. It is noteworthy that there is no element of the

recent increase in growth rate which suggests that the increase is a temporary
phenomena, no suggestion that there will he & deorease in the rate in the neaxr
future, nor any indication that the shortage of housing is in any way tapering

off what has virtually become a population explosion.

16, An aspect of this situation of which the Committes took particular
note was the greatly increasing number of persons living permanently in

caravana located not only in caravan parks but also in backyards or under houses.
In 1966, 169 persons were living permensntly in‘ caraven parka and by 1968 the
figure had grown to 679, At the latter time about 500 persons were also thought

0o be living in caravans parked on private residential lots.

17. Demand for Housing The pressures being created by the growing rate
of population increase are underlined by the accelerating demand for housing
and for serviced residential land, We were provided with the following facts,
which collectively, clearly illustrate not only that there im & continuing
demand for serviced residential Llocks but also that the rate of demand itself |

is growing.
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18, The housing waiting list fox erployoes of the Commonwealth in the
Northern Territory has grown from 92 to 201 in the three years since 1966,
despite the allocation during the pexiod of 697 units which included an

average of 150 new units each yeer., It is relevant that at the time of the
Committeels enquiry into the Moll reference in July 1968, there were only 119
on thic waiting list, On the question of the provision of Government housing,
the Cormittee noted with interest that through the unaveilability of other
serviced residential lend, the E.A.A.F. and the Nevy have been forced to develop

building lots within their own resexves for their married personnel.

19, The waiting list of applicants for Northexn Territory Housing Commission
accommodation has steadily grown in the same three~year poriod from 760 to 969,
notwithstanding the allocation of 919 housing or flat units, Welting time fox

& one~bedroom flat is now nine months, for a two~bedroom flut, 16 months and for

a house 19 montha.

20, Residential lots for privately built housing become available either
from land serviced by the Government or developed privately. The extent of the
demand for this type of land is difficult to gauge but we concluded from the

bigh premiuns paid at auctions of Govemment developed lots, that there is a
searcity of land in a fairly rapidly developing markei. At salee in the last
two years, premiung have ranged between $1,000 and $10,500 acoarding to location

and whether the male was open or restricted.

21, When xeporting on the Moil proposals, the Cozmittee noted that the
large unsatisfied demand among those wishing to build their own homes was
stimulating the development for residentiel purposes of privately owned or

leased land, In Nighteliff, 236 residential blocks and seven flat sites have
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been provided in this way, Coconut Grove is expected to yield 170 lots and

& further 400 lots could eventually becoms available in Coconut Grove and
Mlinexr, Although these lots have added to the supply of serviced land
availeble for private houses, the Corwdttee consider that the total demand is
such that they will not become available in sufficlent numbers to materially

influence the need for more land to be serviced in Casuarine and other new aveas,

22, The Government®s serviced land target for 1969/70 is 592 lots
comprieing 185 lots for Govemnment housing, 18 lots for Government flats, 330
lots for the Houming Commission, 55 lots to be auctioned end 4 lots for special
purposes, These lots will, by and large, be located in Jingili and the first
part of Moil to be serviced, The Committee were told that requirements for
1970/71 and subsequently, will come from the vemaining 452 blocks in Jingili and

Moil and from the lots which are included in the present reference.

23. Cormi ttee's Coniclusions The Committee found that based on
~ the inereasing rate of population growth;
- the growing housing woiting lists; and

- the inflated prices being paid for building lots for

private housing

there is a shortage of serviced residential land in Darwin., We received no
evidence that up to this point in time the shortage of lots has inhibited general
development in Darwin or in the Northern Texrritory but we think it is reasonable

$0 conclude that this could ocour if further unrelieved pressures build up.

244 We did, however, note that the Housing Commission bids for its funds

on the basis of the building lots availeble to it and that the shortage of land
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ig the factor which curtails the Conmiseionts construotion progremme to
the current limits, The Commission is therefors unable to increase its level

of acti.vity unless more land is available.

25 The only authority which can provide any significant xelief to

the serviced land sl;ort%e is the Commonwealth which owns the land in the
Caguerine, Dripstone end Senderson Districts. In this light we exanined the
Government's traditional role in the wrban development field in Ierwin and,

a3 a result, recormend that

(a) the land servicing programme be accelerated, without
delay, to overcome, as far as possible, the backlog of
serviced lots which has budlt wp in the past two to

three years;

(b) future land servioing progremmes be closely geared to

the current rate of population increment.

26, Vie thus agree that there is an urgent need for the work in this
reference but in the light of (a) above, recommend that the work be undextaken
in one stage rather than two, as a first step towards overtaking some of the

backloge

27, Having vegard to the overall demands on Commonwealth finances,

the needs of other projects and the need for the economic use of funds, we then
considered the means by which the shortage of land might be satisfied without
necessarily increesing the Cormonvwealth!s annual cormitment. Ve concluded
that urgent consideration should be given to whether the Commonwealth is
justified, in the present circunstances, in continuing ss the sole developer

of urban land in Darwin, Taking the point just one step further, we also
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found that it could only improve the present situation if a greastex proportion

of pexviced lots is nade avuilable for private housing construction,

DESIGN OF WAGAMAN_ SUB-DIVISION

28. Outline - Generally, the designs proposed in Wagaman will be
eindler 4o thess followsd in the otler nelghbourhood wniis in the Casuexina
Districts The area of the unit will be broadly of the same dimensions

providing, in this instance, 602 rosidential lots end 13 speclal sites.

29, The road layout has been designed with en internal road pattern
centred on the nuclews of a primary school and aryanged to discourage through
traffic, The road systom provides for four sub~neighbourhoods, each around
& small park, and linked by internal roads capable of taolting public transport

and leading to the primary school and neighbourhood centre.

30. The outer roads of each neighbourhood will connect o form a
secondary road pattern collecting traffic to and from the neighbourhood road
links.

31. Lot Dimensions As in Alave, Jingili and Moil, the aim in Wegaman

ig to provide an average lot size of 8,000 sq. ft. ¥hile the shape is
dependent on location within the overall layout, each lot will have a frontage

of 70 to 85 £t and a depth of up to 110 £t,

32, The Committee were told that lots of these dimensions provide an
appropriate setting for houses designed for a tropicel environment where
maximun cross ventilation is a design necessity. Thero is also & need to
allow for the esteblishment of landscaping to absorb street and house noises

and provide adequate outdoor living space.
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33. Larger lots are not desirable because of the high cost of continuous
watering during the dry seasson and the need to keep growth under control
during the wot. A reasonable depth ie required to provide suffioient space

behind the houses for lawme, trees and other outdcor facilities.

34. Shopping Facilities Ve noted whon reporting on the Moil proposals
that o regional shopping centre to serve the major necds of Caswrina and
Dripstone is to be developed on a 20-acre site in Nekera, a neighbourhood unit

in Dripstone.

35. The roquirement for moxe accossible shopping facillties is to be
satisfied by the establishment of a small group of shops in each neighbourhood
unit and in this respect three cormercial sites are proposed for Wegaman. They

are to be located ncar the ceniral purk.

36. Schools The servicing proposals include sites for the Wagaman
Prinary School end a pre~school centre,

37. High school students from the Casusrina District will attend the

Casuarine High School which is to le located in Moil,

38. Water Su]m.g,z As part of the water supply to the Casusrina Distxlet,
a 6 million gellon ground storage has been built in Moil and a 1 million gallon
olovated tank is oxpected to be constructed noaxby in 1969/70. Reticulation

1o the main storage from the supply mains at Berrimoh is in o 24-in. trunk

main.

39. Within Wegaman, watexr supply will be reticulated in either cast iron
cenent lined pipes or asbestos coment pipes located gencrally within the foot-
path reservotion, Water for fire protection will be delivered from 2} in,

diemeter milleocka on stand pipes abt appropriate points.



11,

40. Sewerage Sewage {rom the sub-division will flow through a trunk
sewer to Leanyer Swamp vhere troaiment facilities referred to in paragraphs 6.to 8,

are to be constructed.

4. Sewage reticulation vithin the sub-division will be in rubber ring
jointed pipes with concrete manholes. Sewers will be 1ajd principally at the

rear of the blocks to minimise the length of connections.

42. Blectricity Hormel Darwin standards for 11 kV low volitegs retioul-
ation and dlstribution substations are to be followed. Street lighting will
comprise sodium lanterns on nein traffic routes end twin 20 watt fluorescent lights

in minor gtreets.

434 Stormmatoer Drainage Stormmater will be direoted by kerb and
gutters into side entry pits at intervals elong the roads and conveyed by
underground pipe systems through the neighbourhood. It will connect with

stormwater pipes already >prcvided in Alawa %o toke this flow.

M. Roads and Fooipaths Around the boundary of the sub-division whexe
through traffic as well as loecal iraffic is to be provided for, roed widthe will
depend on the expected traffic density. Along the north-western perimeter, the
second half of Trower Road adjoining Aluwa will be constructed and this will
complete a dual 36-ft carriageway road., On the eastern perimeter, the first
half of a future dual carriageway road, lee Point Road, is proposed. Between
Wagaman and Wanguwei on the northexn boundery, Vandelin Drive, o single 36-f1
carriageway is proposed. To the south-vest, Parer Avenue, adjoining Moil has

already been consiructed.

45. Within the unit itself, distributor roads will be 34 £t wide and other

roads 24 £t wide.
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46. Roads carrying the higher density traffic axe to Le surfaced with
1 in. of bituminous concrete, Minor roads witiin the sub-division will be
provided with bitumen flush seals.

47 Footpathu will be gravel surfaced with 2 in. bituminous concrete,
48. Committea!s Conclusion The Committee recommend the construction

of tho work in this reference,
EROGRAME

49. The Committee were to;Ld that os with the engineering works in Moil,
the proposal is to construct the work in this refexence in two stages.
Documentation of the first part comprising 260 residontial blocks and throe of
the special purpose blocks is oxpectod to be completed for the calling of
tenders four months after an ayyroval to proceed is given. Tender documonis

for the balance can be ready two months later.

504 Undex this progremme construction of both stages could be completed

two yeaxrs after an approval to procced is given. It should be noted, howeven,

that the Cormittee hes recommonded in paragraph 26.that tho work be undertaken

in one stage only, in an effort to overcome the‘ serviced land shortage.
ESTIMAIE OF COST

51, The estimated cost of the work when referred to the Committee was

32 million ag follows: 2

Roads, footpaths and stormwater drainage 1,110,000

Water supply 360,000
Sewerage 260,000
Eloctricity supply 230,000

Sports ground, toilet and change block 40!000
2,000,000
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ARTZRTAT, ROADS

52, The Committes, in its reporte on the Jingili epd Moil proposals,
commented on the development of Darwin's arterial road system as an essential
adjunct to the urban development taking place in the Casuarina and Nightcliff
Digtricts, The rept;rt in May 1967 on Jingili was most critical that the only
access from these districts to Darwin city area was substandard and was not
being improved because of indecision on whether the Commonwealth or the ‘

Corporation of the City of Darwin was financially responsible for the work,

53. The Committee went on to say that " ... The elongated nature of the
residential areas in the Darwin Tovn Flan makes it imperative that improvement

of the arterial road system takes place concurrently with the opening up of

new residentiel areas. We thexefore d that a pr for the long

torm improvement of the arterial road network be decided on and work commenced

systematically as development requires",

544 We reviewed progress in August 1968 when reporting to the Parliament
on the Moil proposals and noted then that the f{inancial aspect of the problem
had been solved and that work had oommenced on upgrading the Bagot Road seotion

of the axterial access.

554 The Committoe concluded Ly commenting " ... that studies of the
capacity of this and other arterial roads show that the existing arterial road
system, with improvements in progress and being planned, will meet needs up 3o
the time the Moil neighbourhood wnit is fully ococupied. Beyond that timo
other artorial road links will be reduired if undue congestion is o bo

avolded.,
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"rhe Committee were informed thut plana for extonding the
arterial road system ere being considexed. In view of the evidence reouvived
about the capacity of existing and planned roads, we look forward to recoiving
details of the proposed new roads when the next sub-division proposal is

reforred to the Committce."

564 On our most recent visit to Daxwin, we obsorved that the Bagot Road
viorks vere substantially completed and that construction had osmmenced on
gome scctions of the Stuart Highway between Bagot Road and the city axea.

It is disturbing that the latter part of the work is being tackled piecemeal,
that part of it still remains to bo dosigned end that the full effect of the
Bagot Roed improvemente will not be felt until the upgrading of the whole of
the Stuart Highway section has been completed.

57 1% is equally disturbing that, so far, there has been no attempt to
identify cither the extent or nature of any of the arterial roads required after
the Bagot Road/Stuart Highway access is saturated, beyond a re-essessment of the
capacity of the latter. Uhis study suggests that the existing access

" ..s wWill bo capable of hendling something in excess of Moil and would be

capable of meeting the situation until at least mid-1972".

58« The urban developmen! impetus which Darwin is now experiencing and
the fact that future residential suburbs will be located north-east of Daxwin,
meke it certain thet a majoxr improvement of the arterial roed system will be
required., Providing the upgrading of the Stuart Highway section is completed
reasonebly quickly, we would agree that the existing xoads will probably

be e?.ble to cope with traffio yrossures for about another three yeaxs. But

we cannot understand why positive steps have not yet been tsken to plan for
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the major xoads that will most certainly be required after that time. The '
elemonts vwhich have contributed to Darwin's growth in the past fon years

end particularly in the last five ysaxs, have boen fairly readily identifisble
in advence, Certainly the population has grown more quickly than expected
but the location and extent of residential development have been known with
sufficient precision for some advanced planning, not nocessarily involving
finrnolel commitment for work, to be carried out to identify future needs and

their solutions.

59 At this point, it is worth stressing that the Commitiee recently
commented in a similar vein about the tordiness of othexr developmental proposels
for Darwin's urban areas, not only about artorial roads but in relation to the

sewerage and weter supply proposals reported on earlier this yeor.

60, In the case of the additional arterial roads, it soems that the
Committoe's 1967 and 1968 recormendations have besn largely disrogarded and

as a result, we are certain that a good deal of congestion will be experienced
in the Bagot Road/S’cunr’c Highway access before a new roed can be built.

We certainly do not share the optimism of the Northern Territory Administration
that all the steps necessary to the provision of a new road, including a traffic
survey, designs, the necessery opprovals, and c.onstructien can be completed in

time t0 have a new rood operating in 1972.

61, In all the circumstaonces, it would be a negative step fo suggest thet
no further residential lote be sorviced in Casguarine or Dripstone until the
artericl rood system can cope, ‘e do, however, repeaet the recommendation

made in 1967 that a programme for the long term improvement of the erterial xoad

netuork be decided on quickly and uork commenced systematically as development
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requires, The essential difference now is that the problem has been
aggravated by virtually two years inactivity since 1967 and cells for immediato

and poeitive attention.
OTHIR ODSERVATIONS

62, The commonts which we have alrendy made about the absence of forwerd
planning of urban development in Daxwin has fouched on the provision of

residential lots, water supply, sewerage and orterial roads,

63, Whilset we approciate tho difficulties thet arise through sudden
expansion and the limitations imposed on the Northern Territory Administration
in sxrenging the orderly development of Daxwin by the requiremont of annual
budgeting ond the other competing demands for monsy and rosources, we believo
thet there is considerable room for improvement in the planning and execution

of mojor works projects. This might well call for better co~ordination between '
the authorities concerned or chonges in the administrative axrangements for
hondling the planning of the various clemonts of development but in the light

of our experience with the recent reforences, it certainly does mean that steps
ghould be tekon to isolate and act on urbon development proposals before thoy

reach problem proportions.

64. In this rospect, the Comaittec viewed with satisfaoction the undertaking
of the Northern Territory Administration witnoss that instead of referring each
of the proposals for the engineering services for the four neighbourhood units of
Dripstone to the Committec as soperate references as was done with Casuwarine, the
development of the whole district is to be submitted as one reference. Ve
believe this is & positive step which will not only allow the Northern Territory

Administration considerably more flexibility in designing, programming and
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construoting their engineering sexvices snd housing proposals, but will pormit
much closer attention to be paid to the othér factors which need to be

considered in the broad development context.

RECOMMENDATIONS AND CONCLUSICNS

65 The nwmm:},y of recommondations and conclusions of the Committee is set

out below. Alongside each is shown thio paragraph in the report to which it

referg.
Paragraph

1, THERE IS A SHORTAGE OF SERVICED RESIDENTIAL LAND IN

DARWIN, 23
2. THE ONLY AUTHORITY WHICH CAN PROVIDE ANY SIGNIFICANT

RELIEF TO THE SERVICED LAND SHORTAGE IS THE

COMMONWEALTH o 25
3. THE LAND SERVICING PROGRAMME SHOULD BE ACCELFRATED

WITHOUT DELAY. 25
4, FUTORE LAND SERVICING PROGRAMMES SHOULD BE CLOSELY

GEARED TO THE CURRENT RATE OF PCPULATION INCREMENT, 25
5 THERE IS AN URGENT NEED FOR THE WORK IN THIS

REFERENCE . 26
6 THE WORK SHOULD BE UNDERTAKEN IN ONE STAGE RATHER THAN

TWO. 26
Te URGENT CONSTDERATION SHOULD BE GIVEN TO WHETHER THE

COMMONVEBALTH IS JUSTIFIED, IN THE PRESENT
CIRCUMSTANCES, IN CONTINUING AS THE SOLE DEVELOPER

OF URBAN LAND. 27
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9

10.

11,

12,

13,

15.

18.

A CREATER PROPORTION OF SERVICED LOT'S SHOULD BE
MADE AVAILABLE F(R PRIVATE HOUSING CONSTRUCTION.

THE COMMITTEE RECOMMEND THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE WORK
IN THIS REFERENCE.

THE ESTDMATED COST OF THE WORK WiIN REFERRED TC THE
COMMITIEE WAS $2 MILLION,

IT IS DISTURBING THAT, SO FAR, THERE HAS BEEN NO ATTEMPT
TO IDENTIIY EITHER THE EXTENT OR NATURE OF ANY OF UHE
ARTERIAL ROADS REQUIRED AFTER THE BAGOT ROAD/STUART
HIGHWAY ACCESS IS SATURATED,

THE COMMITTEE'S 1967 AND 1968 RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING
AN ALTERNATIVE ARTERIAL ROAD ACCESS HNAVE BERN LARGELY
DISREGARDED.

A GOOD DEAL OF CONGESTION WILL BE EXPERIENCED IN THE
BAGOT. ROAD/STUART HIGHWAY ACCESS BEFORE A NB¥ ROAD CAN
BE BUILT.

A PROGRAMME FOR THE LONG TERM DMPROVEMENT OF THE
ARTERTAL ROAD NETWRK SHOULD EE DECIDED ON QUICKLY AND
WORK COMMENCED SYSTEMATICALLY AS DEVELCPMENT REQUIRES,

STEPS SHOULD BE TAKEN TO ISOLATE AND ACT ON URBAN
IEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS BEFORE THEY REACH PROBLEM
PROPORTIONS.

48

51.

57

60

60

61

63
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Paregraph
16. THE COMAITTEE VIDWED WITH SATISFACTION THE
UNDERTAKING THAT THE RNGINEERING SERVICES FOR
THE FOUR iﬂDIGHBGURHOOD UNITS OF IRIPSTONE ARE TO

BB SUBMITTED AS ONE RENTERENCE. 64

(F.C. CHANEY)
Chairman,

Parliamontary Standing Committoe on Public Woxks,
Pariioment House,

CANBFRRA .

21 August, 1969,



FOR_SENATOh BRANSOH

I present the report of the Parlismentary Standing Committee

on Public Works relating to the following proposed work,

ENGINEERING SERVICES TO NEIGHBOURHOOD UNIT NO. 4
AT CASUARINA DISTRICT, DARWINM.

I ask for leave to make a short statement,

(VHEN LEAVE GRANTED)

The swamary of recommendations and conclusions of the Committee

is os follows:

1.

2.

3.

Thexe is a shortage of serviced residential land in Darwin.

The only authority which can provide any significant relief to

the serviced land shortage is the Commonwealth.
The land servicing programme should be accelerated without delay.

Tuture land servicing programmes should be closely geared to the

current rate of population increment.
There is an urgent need for the work in this reference.
The work should be undexrtaken in one stage rather than iwo.

Urgent consideration should be given to whether the Commonwealth
is justlified, in the present circumstances, in continuing as the

sole developer of urban land.

A greater proporiion of serviced lote should be made available

foxr privete housing construction.
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10.

11.

12,

13.

4.

15.

16.

2.

The Committee recommend the construction of the work in this

reference.

The estimated cost of the work when referxed to the Committee

vas $2 wmillion,

It is disturbing that, so far, there has been no attempt o
identify either the extent or nature of any of the arterial
roads required after the Bagot Road/Stuart Highway access is

saturated.

The Committee's 1967 and 1968 recommendaiions regarding an

alternative arferial road access have been largely disregarded.

A good deal of congestion will be experienced in the Bagot Rond/

Stuart Highway access before a new road can be built,

A programme for the long term improvement of the arterial road
network should be decided on quickly and work commenced

systematically as development requires.

Steps should be taken to isolate and sct on uwrban development

proposals before they reach problem proportions.

The Committee viewed with satisfaction the undertaking that the
engineering services for the four neighbourhood units of

Dripstone are to be submitted as one xeference.

26 August, 1969.



