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PARLTAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS

STORES BUILDINGS FCR DEPARTMENT OF SUPPLY
AT ST, MARY'S, BOTANY AND WATIRLOQ, IM.5.W.

REPORT

On 17 July 1969, His Fxcellency the Governor-Gemeral in Council
referred to the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Vorks for investigation
and report to the House of Representatives, proposals for the construction and
extension of stores buildings at St. Mary's, Botany and Waterloo, New South Vales

for the Department of Supply.
The Committee have the honour to report as followst

THE COMMITTEE'S INVESTIGATION

1. The Commitiee received wiritten submissions and drewings from the
Dopartments of Supply and Works and took evidence from their representatives and
from the Chief Property Officer, Deperiment of the Interior at a public hear:'mg:
in Bydney. Ve inspected the existing storage and other facilities of the
Depaxtment of Supply in the Sydney area at Hale Street, Botany, at Hansard Sireet,
Waterloo and at Bummerong. At St. Mary's we examined the sites for the proposed
new buildings and the two storehouses %Yo be Tenovated,
THE REFERENCE
2. The proposals referred to the Committee involve
~ at St, Mary's - crechion of two storehouses, an office and
amenities building and provision of roads,
drainage and other services;

~ xrencvation of two large stores buildings;
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-~ at Botany -~ exrection of a ney cliore; and

- af Uaterloo -~ extension of ghornpe uccommodetion and

facilities Lo establish the depot as a staging

area.
3. The estimuted cost of the work when rcferred to the Committee was
$3,550,000.

DEPARTIMENT OF SUFPLY STCRES, CYINIEY
4, The Department of Supply through its Stores snd Transport Branch holds

materiels, intermediate products end final products apprupriste to ils role in
the provision and manufacture of aireraft and munitions fox the armed services.
In its additional role as the central storage sutherity for the Commonwealth,

it is responsible for holding stores on deposit for other Commonwealth depariments
and authorities and for the operation of disposal depots, in which to auction

goods no longer required by the Commonwealth.

Se To perform these functions in the Sydney area, the Department has
stores at Hale Street, Botany und at Bunnerong. It also maintains fransport

depots in Sydney, including the Heavy Transport Depot at Honsard Street, Wulczloo.

6. Stores Depot, Hale Stroct, Botany This depot is located on five

acres of Conmonwealth owned lend and its main function is as an auction sale
depot for the disposel of plant, motor vehicles and other stores declared surplus

by the Sexrvices, the Depariment of Supply and other Co.monvealth depertments.

Te Bunnerong Stores Stockholdings at the central storage depot at
Bunnerong occupy 720,000 sq. f£t. TItoms held include strategic stocks, production
reserve, munitions resexrve, distributory and lead time stocks and stocks held

on deposit for the Department of Supply and other departmonts.
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8. Heavy Transport Depot, Hansexrd Strect, Weterloo This depot is
located on eight acres of Commonwealth owned land end its main function ip

ag the bage for the department's heavy transport operations in Wew South Wales,

COMMONWEALTH OCCUPATION OF STATE LAND
AT_BUNNERQHG

9. During World War II, the Commonwealth took over some 100 acres of
New South Vales State Government land at Bunnerong, undor National Security
legislation, for the erection of stores bulldings. Except for 46 acres which
were returned to the State in 1957, the land has been occupied conbinuously by
the Commonwealth since then. Tho formal agreement for the Commonwealth to

occupy the land terminated in December 1968 and although pancy wntil D bex

1969 is permitted, the State is adamant that the Commonwealth should vacate the
area and rehabilitate it immediatoly.

10, The departments occupying the 29 buildings on the area are -
Department of Supply - (17%rd buildings)
Department of Immigration - (8 buildings)
Department of the Army - ( 2 buildings)

Prime Minister's Dopariment 2
(Commonwenlth Archives Office) ~ (1%2ras buildings)

11, The present refexence is concerned with the provision elsewhere

of acoomnodation to replace the Department of Supply's stores at Bunnerong.

12, We noted that when the new migrant hostel at Randwick is completed
in early 1970, the eight buildings occupied by the Department of Immigration will
be vacated and demolished, ©Plans are being developed to relocate the Army

stores, also at Randwiock.
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13. The Committee were told that, as yet, firm proposals have not been
developed for the relocetion of the Commonwealth Archives Office, although

a site has been set aside at Villavwood for the ercction of alternative
accommodation. Bubject to the completion of the facilities in this reference,
the relocation of the Archives storage is the only impediment to achieving the
Commonwealth's target for vacating the Bunnerong crea by the end of 1971 so

that the entire area can be retumed to the State.”

14. Not only is it desizeble for the land to be retwrned to the State

at the firet opportunity and, in any event, no later than the end of 1971, bu‘b.
the Government should apply ftself quickly to the task of relocating storage for
the Commonwealth Archives Office.

THE ALPFRNATIVES CONSTDERED

15, The Committee were told thet before deciding to proceed on the bagis
of the yproposals in this reference, two other pospibilities for the relocation of

the stockholdings of the Department of Supply now at Bumerong were examined,

16. The Newington Propogal This proposal was to establish a complete
depot providing gross storage spoce of 673,000 sq.ft. on land to be made available
by the Depariment of the Navy at its Armament Supply Depot at Newington, The
proposal initially involved expenditure estipated in 1967 at $6.95 million of
which $0,8 million was for the provision of new buildings for the Nawvy to replace
those which would need to be demolished at Newington, and $6.15 million on the
construction of the central storage depot., It included also an estimnted
$350,000 for heavy transport facilities. It was proposed eventually to develop
a heavy transport depot at Newington to replace the facilities at Vaterloo.

Under the proposed phasing of tho work, tho Bunnerong stores could have been

vacated progressively between 1974/75 and 1978/79.
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17. However, because of the high cost of the proposal and the oxpected
unfavourable attitude of the State Government to the timing of the xeturn of

the land at Bunnexong, other alternatives wore examined,

13. Yool Stores Several large privately owned wool stores located at

Pyrnont which might have provided alternative accommodation for the contral
storage depot were investigated, They were, however, unsuitable becauge of poor
and. obsolete construction, inadequate fire protec;tion for dupartmental purponcs,
and poor location in relation to road traffic congesfion and rail accei.u.

Conversion would have been expensive and would only have renuited in a depod lops

then satisfactoxy.
THE PRESENT FROPOSAL

19. The present proposal is basically the re-cstablishment of the
Bunnerong facility at St. Mary's but because of the relative isolation of
St Mory's from the Sydney metropolifen area, it also involves extensions of

the depots at Hale Street, Botany and Hanserd Street, Waterloo.

20. Stores at §t. Mory's During World Ver II, a munitions filling
complex was established at St. Mary's sbout 35 miles west of Sydney. After
the war, the complex was made available to industry as a new Iindustrial ecsiate.
By the early 1950s over 3,000 persons were employed on the estate, In 1957,
e new munitions filling factory operated by the Deps.rtx'nent of Supply was opened
in the area, A guided weapons xopair facility was completed as an annexe to

the £1lling factory in 1967.

21, Between 1947 and 1964, part of the industrinl estate was leased to
A.E, Gooduwin Pty. Litd. The site proviously occupied by the company contains
two large storehouses, an administration block, conteon building, garage,

welghbridge and guardhouse and covers about 49 acres.
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22, The current proposal is to establish a new central stores depot,

based on the former Goodwin sito ond involving the extensive rehabilitation of
the two storehouses which cover a total of 250,000 gq, £t, the construction of
two now storehouses providing a further 255,000 sq. £t and an office building.
The other existing buildinge aro to be removed because they are eithor
unsatisfactory or do not fit into the overall plan for the redevelopment of

the area, It is also proposed Yo earmark an aret of nine acres of Commonwealth
property edjoining the former Goodwin site for use in the future by the Depariment

of Supply.

23, The renovation of the existing buildings at St. Mary's will enable
a reduction in both the overall cost of the proposal and the construction time,
compared with building a complete facility eclsewhorc, IPurthermore, it will bo
possible to shift some of the stockholdings from Bunnerong in advence of the

complotion of the new storcs.

24. Focilities Requirved in the Sydney Arca Although the transfer of
the central storage depot to St. Mary's is considered to be the most satisfactory

method of storing most of the items now at Bunnorong, it does raise problems
in roapoet of sone of the stockholdings which need to be retained closex to

Sydney.
25, It is therefore proposed

~ to erect a storechouse at Hale Street, Botany for those
stores which must for economy and convenience be located
in the Sydney area, e.g, furniture and office equipment,
stocks of printed metter pending packing and despatch

and Cormonvealth properdty declared for disposal
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~ to provide storage space at the Heavy Transport Depot
at Hmnsord Strect, Vaterloo for use as staging accormodation

for stores which are being truanshipped through Sydney.

26, Sizo_of Proposed Roplacement Stores The Courdttoe were told that
the Departnont of Supply hes reviewed its stockholdinge in the Sydney area
end plens a contraction in some stockholdings, especially of strategic stocks.
We noted that toking account of this contraction .und the projected nceds of
the future, it is thought thot the proposed facilities at St. Maxy's and
Botany totalling 536,000 sq. £t gross of storape spaco will be adeguate

replacemant for tho 720,000 sq. £ gross now aveileble at Bunnelrong.

27, Wle were also given evidence that the use of modern, efficient storage
facilities and techniques will assist in reducing the overall zequirement.
These techniques are being stoadily introduced inte Department of Supply stores

and already have had a norked effect on the eree in use at Bunnerong,

28. The new stores proposed for St. Mary's and Botany will be designed

so that tho location of colums and roof heights will permit the moximum use of
floor space cnd facilitate the use of modern storage mothods. Good rond systems
vith odequate herdstending orens are planned and remps suiteble for the possage
of forklift trucks and othex vehicles are to b-e provided. By comparison,
storage at Bunncrong is limited by the height of the buildings, epacing of

columng and other construction factors.

29. "Warrow aisle" forklift trucks will be used for most stock movemonts
at St. Mary's, enabling a roduotion in aisle spacings and in the existing

gbores thero will be an increase in stowage height through the romoval of most
of the overkond cranes. Modern techniques such as the use of pallets, pallet

racking, container pallets and containers are planned.
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30, Coumittee’s Conclusions The Cormittee found that there is a

need to relocate the Department of Supply stores nowy at Bunnerong, Ve
believe that the proposal to relocate the central storage depot for the Sydney
area et St, Mary's is appropriate and that there is 2 ncod for ndditional

storege at the Boteny and Waterloo depots.

ST, MARY'S BUILDING PROPOSALS

31. Bite The site fronts Windsor Road and is close to the St. lary's
railvay station. It is sexved by existing railway spurs and is crossed by
easements for trensmission lines, roilways and P,}M.G, cables, The site is thus
accessible by road and xail and being feirly flat is suitoble for the economical

congtruction of buildings and roads.

32, Ixigting Stores These buildings are steel-fremed sow-tooth roof
structures with brick dedo wolls and corxwgated iron wall sheeting sbove, and
roofs of the latter moterial. Floors are of concrete, It is proposed to
replace the roof covering, which is reaching the end of its useful life, end

to repaint and repair the building throughout.

33. In the first store, there are four railwsy spurs, 3 £4 6 in, below
floor level. Only onc of these will be retained, the floor being made good over
the others, In the second storo, the reils, which are flush with the floox,

ars to be removed end the floor mede good,

34. The oxisting anmexes to the stores are to be xemoved and a small new
office built inside each. Fach building vill have external toilets for both

males end females.
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35. New_Stores The laxger of the two new stores is to bec of four bays
meaguring in all 706 £t by 289 £t and providing 204,000 sq. £t of stoxage, The

other, of one bay only, will be some 175 £+ by 289 ft providing 50,000 sq. £t

of storage spoce.

6. Both buildings are to be of steel frame construction, the roof being
supported by colums end fire walls. The external walls will have o bricl: dade
5 £t high and vertical colour conted galvanised stecl sheeting supported on the
steel framing. Roofing will be golvanised netal deck with iwo bands of

transluscent sheeting to give natural light internally.

37. The design objective will be to provide maximum unobstructed floor
space for storage, the dimensions being based on pallet storage. Tire doors
where necessaxy will be large enough to allow forklift trucks to pass through

when loaded.

38. Office and Amenities Building This building, measuring externally
87 £+ by 29 £, will accommodate on office from which control will be exercised
over the main entrance gate. It will also contain a lunch room, lockers and
showers and toilets for male and formle staff., A small weighbridge and

woighbridge house will bo erected ncorby.

39. The main building will be of btrick construction with o concrete floor
and concrete roof tiles. PFloors will generally have vinyl coverings with
ceramic tiles in toilcts., Ceilings will be in fibrous ploster ond windows will
have aluminiwm frames, Curtain walling to the verandah, gate control and to
the small weighbridge house will be aluminium fromes with glass and § in.
conted asbestos cement panels, The weighbridge house will have o flat

metal deck roof.
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40. Bhpineering, Scrvices The normal wntor requirenents of tho area
will be snall but in the event of fire the quantity required for sprinklers
and hoses could be considerable. As maine pressurc in at fimes inadequute,
it is proposed to provide a 10,000 gallon elevated storage tank and two
100,000 gallon ground level rtoragu reservoirs with twin firo boostor pumping
uwnits,

41. Severage will be cormected to the local meins, using oxisting site
reticulation as far us possible, The existing stormmatcr drainege will be '

renovated and extended.

42, Blectricity will be supplied at high voltege to three substations

in the area from which thc huildings, booster pumps and external lighting

will bo supplied. The two existing stores will be provided with o new
olectrical installation ineluding fluorescent lighting, powex outlets and
direct wiring to travelling cranes and other fixed appliences. The now
buildings will be wired for fluorcscent lighting and power. Security lighting
#ill be installed cround the perimeter of the site and on the oubside of the

stores buildings.

43, A new 6-ton capacity overhead travelling crane will be instelled in
each of ihe exicting stores, The laxge, most frequontly operated sliding

doors on all gtores will be motorised.

44. The vehicular enirance will be from Windgsor Itoad, past the guardhouss
and boom gate giving access to a 22 £t wide paved rond system, with kerbs and
gutters, Concrote aprons to oxlernal Jdoors will be provided for forklift

truck operations.
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45, Disturbed arcas will be topsoiled and unpaved ereas will be grassed
and planted with suitable trees.

46, TFire Protection Sprinklers, fire hydrants and manual fire alarms

will be provided in each building, A new alarm indieator board to which

sprinklers and manual alaxms will be comnected will be located in the office

budlding.
NEY_STCRES BUILDING, BOTANY
47. The new stores bullding to be built at the Hale Street, Botany depot

will measure 135 {4 by 239 % providing 32,000 sq. £t of storage space, It
will be similax in construction o those being built.at St, Mary'!'s oxcept that
as it ie smellor, fire walls will not be required., 4As the subsoil on the
site makes normal foundetions unsuitable, the building will be constructed on

o concrete raft which will also form the floor.

48, The site is now partly occupied by three old timber framod buildings

which have reached the end of their useful 1ife and which are to bo demolished.

49, Engineering Servicos The existing water supply will be extended
to the new building for domestic and fire purposes. In the event of fire,

the maine pressure con be incrcased by pumping.

50, The existing overhead electrical reticulation will be modified as
necessary end o new substation provided by the supply authority., Fluorescent
lighting, power outlets end direct wiring to fixed appliancos will be provided.

The existing security lighting will be extonded 28 required,

51, The existing bituminous povement will be oxtended, with kerb and
guttering to provide access to both entrances of the new store, Disturbed

aroas will be loamed and grassod,
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52, Firo Protection Sprinklors, firc hydronts and manual fire elerms
will be provideds 4 5,000 gallon elevoted tank ond buosber pump are part of

the current reference end will merve the new store.
BULLDIVG PROPOSALS, VWATERLOO

53. At the Heavy Transport Depot at Hansard Street, Vaterloo, heavy
vehicles are at present parked unier cover in a lorge building., It is proposed
in tho future to park them in tlic open on an arca south of the building, waich
will then be used for the storage of material ewaiting transhipment through !
Sydnoy., A now adninistration building of similar construction to the ono at
St. liary's as well as a new main entrance, gucrdhousc, weighbridge, fucl and
oil point, lubrication point, stear. cleaning pit, foreman's office, an onlarged

goar end teckle store and o xelocoted oil store cxe also included,

54, The administration building measuring 142 £ by 37 £, besides providing
a locker room with adjoining showrs, toilets and lunch room, will contuin the

office space required for the operation of the depot.

55, Engrincering Services How water, sowerage and stormwater lines will

be connected to oxisting services.

56. Bleetricity for the new structure will be taken from the existing
reticulation,  Tllumination will be by fluorescent fittings. Power outleis

and wiring will be provided and exivting sccurity lighting cxtended and modified.

57« A 12 £t roodway will be conctructed from the entrance of the lorger
of the oxicting wurkshops to the sieam eleaning raup. Bxisting roodways will
bo wilened and n rood from the new mein entrance will be constructed, A car

porl. south of the new administration building and a paved ures adjecent to
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the new unloading ramp are included, Kerbs and gutters will bo provided and

disturbed ercas will be loamed and grassed,

58 Pixe Protection Thermal fire alarms will be instelled in the

new buildings and comnected to the alerm panel in the guardhouse.

59, Comittee's Recommendation The Conmittee recommend tho

construction of the work in this reforenco.
PROCRAMIE

60, The Committee were told that because of the urgency of the work,
moet of the final designs and tender documentation have boen compleled, rcady

for the calling of tenders.

61, Wo noted that the celling of tenders for and the construction of
the work involved in rehobilitating the existing stores at St. Muxy's are
expected to take 7 months after an approval to proceed is given, It i3 thought
that the new tuildings at 8t. Mary's will be available 15 months after the
invitation of tenders.
62, The corresponding bime for completion of the work at Botany and
Watexrloo is 12 months.

ESTIMATE OF  COST '
63. The ostimated cost of the work when referred to the Commitiee was
$3.55 million. At the public hearing we were told that this figure has since

bveen revised and is now $3.50 million as follows:

$
Building work 2,230,000
Hydraulic engineering 515,000
Electrical engincering 220,000
Mecheaical engineexring 250,000
Civil engincering 285,000

3,500,000
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RECOMMENDATIONS AWD CONCLUSIONS

64 The swinery of recommendations and conclusions of the Committee is
set out below, Alongsido ench is shown the puragraph in the report to which

it xefox,

Paragraph

1, IT IS DESIRABLE FOR THE COMMOIWEALYH OCCUPIED LAND

AT BUMERONG 70 BE RETURIED TO THE STATE AT THE

FIRST QPPORTUHITY AWD IN LY EVENT 110 IATFR THAN

THB END OF 1971, 14
2, THE GOVERMMENT SHOULD AFPLY ITSELF QUICKLY TO THE TASK

OF RELOCATIIG STORAGE FCR THI COMONJ/EALTH ARCHIVES

OFFICE. 14
3. THERE IS 4 NEED §0 RELOCATE THE DEPARTMENT OF SUPPLY

STORES NOW LT BUENERONG. 30
4. THE PROPOSAL TO RELOCATE THE CENTRAL STORAGE DEPOT FCR

TUE SYDNEY AREA AT ST. MARY'S IS APPROPRIATE., 30
5, THERE IS A NEED FOR ADDITIONAL STCRAGE AT THE BOMANY

AND WATTRLOO DEPOTS. 30
€, THE COMMITTEE RECOMMEND THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE WORK

I THIS REFERENCE. 59
Te THE ESTIMATED COST OF THE VORK WHEW RFFZRRED TO THE

COM{ITTEE YAS $3.55 MILLION, THIS FIGURE HAS SINCE BEEN

REVIGED AND IS WOV $3.50 MILLION. 63

j M’ /
Parliementary Standing Cormittee on® (F.C. CHANEY)
Public Vorks, Chairxman

Parlicment House,
CANBERR.L, A.C.T.

9  September, 1969.



