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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMUITTER ON PUBLIC WORKS

NO, 1 STORES DEPOT, R.A.A.F. BASB
TOPTENHAM, VICTORIA

REPORT

On 31 July 1969, His Excellency the Governor~Genmeral in Counoil
referred to the Parliamentary Standing Committee ‘on Public Works for

investigation and report to the House of Rep tatives, proposals for the

development of No. 1 Stores Depct, R.A.AT. Base, Tottenham, Victoria,
The Committee have the honour to report as follows:

THE COMMITTER'S INVESTIGATION

1. The Committee received written submissions and drawings from the
Dapartments of Air end Works and took evidence from their represemtatives at
& public hearing in Sydney., Ve inspecied the existing facilities at the base

and algo the sites for the proposed buildings.
THE REFERENCE
2, The proposals referred to the Committee are for the ercotion of
- & protoctive treatment and packeging buildings
- a gate control building;
-~ an education and training bulldings
-~ en sirmen's recreabion centre;

-~ officers' and senior N.C.O.s' accommodation blocks,

messes and kitchen;



2.
- &n airmen's mess, kitohon, ration gtore end butchorts
shop; end
-~ on airmen's accommodation bloock,
1o replace existing substandexrd buildings,

3. The work which includes associcted road and site works is estimated

to cost $2,235,000,

4. History No, 1 Equipment Depot, later No. 1 Stores Depot, was formed
at Pishorman's Bend, Victoria, in October 1939. A numbex of other storage aress
were subsequently acquired in the Melbourne area to ocope with the increasing

vartime needs of the R.A.AF.

5e By 1944, the lack of storage space was critical and a permanent
R.AAF. Stores Depot was construoted on an 83 acre site at Tottenham, The

buildings constructed then cost $655,000,

6. In 1945, the transfer of equipment from the various looations commenced
and in September 1946, Headquorters, No, 1 Stores Depot was transforred from

Figherman's Bend to Tottenham.

Te The equipment transfer continued up to 1949 as buildings became
progrepsively available and finally oll other R.A.A.F. stores in the Melbourme

metropolitan area wexre eliminated and the various detachments disbanded.

8. In 1966 and 1968, the site was enlarged by 9% acres to allow re-siting
of prefabricated maxrried quarters at the base and to provide for future
expansion of the main stores arcn., Othor smell aressof lond have been acquired

seporately, bringing tho area of the base to 93 acxes.
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9. The base is situatod 6 miles wost of the Melbourne oity area and is
sorved by a spur railway line from the suburban system and two main ronds,
Aphley Street and South Road.

10. Functions Ho. 1 Stores Depot is one of the three major stores
depots in the R.AAP., tho other two boing No. 2 Stores Depot, Regents Pexk,
Wew South VWales and Wo. 7 Stores Depot, Toowoomba, Queensland., It has an

ostablishment of 29 officors, 396 other ranks and 223 civilions,

11. 48 o stockholding dopot it is responsible for the roceipt, storage,
inspection, maintenance and distribution of bulk stocks of equipment with the
excoption of aireraft, aircraft engines, explosive stores, and items normally
supplied direct to R.A.A.F. uniis under period oontract arrangements. It is

algo responsible for the provisioning of certain nominated ranges of equipment,

12. Tottonham is tho spocinlist stores depot for the supply to all ReAALF,
units of many itoms of technical equipment :Lnoluding spares for Sabre, Vimcount,
Winjeel, Maochi, P3B Orion, HS740, Mystore 20 and BAC1-1l airoraft, and fox
Atar, Varp Junior and Avon enginos, It also supplies modical equipment, not
cenirally provisioned by the Amy, photographic equipment, clothing end printed

forms,

13. No. 1 Stores Depot also has a regional rosponsgibility for providing
genexal oquipment backing to L.AJAF. units in Vietoria, Tasmania, South
Australin and Vestern Austrolia and motor transport to meet the requiroments of

other R.AAF. unite in the Melbourne area.

4. The range and volume of equipment activities at the depot has increased
over recent yeers s a result of the R.A.AF.'s re-cquipment programme, It is

thought thot this trond will continue and possibly increcse in the futwre.
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15, The unit conducts regular training courses for equipment and warrant
officers in aspects of supply, catering and explosives besides courses for such

categoriee ea advanced service police and fork 1ift operators.

16, In addition to providing domestic accommodation for members of its own
unit and thoge undergoing training at the depot, the unit accommodatos mombers
taking cowrses ot civil institutions in Malbourn'e, members in transit, and members
of Melbourne units which do not have their o living~-in facilities, 3Based on
these commitments, the forecast requirement for sleeping accommodation is fc;r

90 officers, 119 senior N.C,0.s and 360 other ranks (malos), land 6 officers,

7 senior ¥,C.0.s snd 58 other xmonks (femnlos), o total of 640.

17, No change is envieaged in the future role of No, 1 Stores Depot, It
will continue as o major store with accommodation and troining responsibilitias.

18. Existing Facilities Over recent years, sleeping quarters for
Junioxr officers, senior N.C.0.s, nirmen and W.R.A.A.F. porsonnel, on airmen's
leundry, a communications centre, o barracks section and compound, & boiler for
the airmen's mess and an encloged safety equipment soction have been constructed

in permanent materials at Tottenham,

19, The equipment storage facilities of the depot are generally satisfactory
and odequate for forcseeable needs, although a site for an additional storehouse
has been reserved to allow for fubture possible expansion. However, the other
buildings on the base housing the domestic end training facilitics and some of
the technicel activities in the stores functional area axe of temporary wartime

construction.
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NEED PR HE PROPOSED PACILITIES

204 The rebuilding nccessary falls mainly into the domestic and
instructionol arces, but some of the tochnicnl facilities such as the protective
treatment and packaging seotion and the gate control building also neod

replacoment,

2l. Except for the moro rocently consiructed sleeping quarters, existing
domostic, sleeping, mess, rocreational and instructional facilities exe locoted
in buildings of temporary wextime construction. They are genorally timber—
fromed huts with galvanised iron or csbestos cement sheeting., They are obsolete,
have become uneconomic to maintain, wre not suitablo for present needs and can
only be doscribed as substandard. In addition, some facilities allowed in the

Scales and Standards of Accommodation for the Services do not exist.

22. After an inspection of the present facilities, the Committec found

that there is a need for the buildings in this referenco.

23. The proposals submitted to tho Committco on this ocougion represent
the more immodiate facilities required over a three to four year period by way
of replacenent of existing inndoquate and unsatisfoctoxry facilities, We noted
that additional works will benccoasary in later yeaxa, and that the reference

of these yroposals to the Committcae, if required, will occur when the need

ariges.
THE BUILDING PROPOSALS
24, Protective Treatment ond Peckaging Building This singlo-storey

building will provide facilities for the inspoction, protective treatment and
packaging of stores itoms and the reclamatlon of ball bearings., The clean

room area will be air conditioned for the treatment of high precision items
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and will include special baths for cleaning fluids, The packaging axea which
will be heated and naturally ventilated, will contain o wax bath, dipping bench,

cellophane wrapping bench and othor speclalist packaging equipment,

25, Gate Control This building will be located ot the entrance to
the stores area, off fishloy Street and will include a staff clerk's office,
o clocking on/off arca, domentic facilities for “two duty gecurity guorde and

their police dogs, and a pump house.

26. Education and Training Building Training facilities for wp to

40 troinees will be combined with the education section in & single-stoxey "U
shaped builling built around a paved courtyard.  Accommodation will consist of
two lecture and four syndicate rooms, offices for staff, a library and rcoding
room and othor ancillaxy creas, The lecture rooms, library ercas and offices

will be heated.

27. Armen's Recreation Centre The single-storey recreation centre will
be built around & central garden courtyard, It will provide T.V. and writing
lounges, gomes roon, wet canteen, mixed lounge, milk and snack bar, dry canteen,
kitchen and toilet facilities. It has beon designed o cater for an
establishment of 371 in the recrcation aroas 'nnd 429 in the trading ercas.

Heating will be provided in public rooms.

28, Officers! and Senior N.C.0.s' Sleeping Quarters, Mesges and Kitchen

The sloeping quarters for both officers and senior N.C.O.s ere plonned as
extensions of the rceontly constructed threo-storey buildings. The accommodation
in this proposel is for 12 genioxr officers, 33 junior officers and 57 senior

K.C.0.8.
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29, The messos ond kitchens for the officers and senior N.C.0,s will be
housed in the one building, bubt each section will bo sub-divided for soparate
operation. The respective slecping blocks will adjoin ond be connected to

the appropriate messing and other focilities,

30. The messes are planned to cator for 97 officers and 130 senior N.C.O0.s
rospectively. Eoch will have a dining room and bar, T.V. room, games room,
1librory, an area for visitors and mole and femole toilet facilities., The
kitchen is designod to scxve the separate roquirements for officers and senior
N.C.0.8, the space proposed being the seme as that required were o cormon

facility being provided.

31. New and existing bedrooms, shower areas and public rooms will be
hoatod,
32. Adrmon's Moss, Kitchen, Ration Store and Butcher's Shop This single+

storoy complox is designed to provide mess seating for 432 ajrmen with clocking
facilities, o kitchen copablo of sexving 600 persons, an appropriate rations

store and a butchex's shop.

33. The complex will include offices, plant, store and cool rooms, food
preparation space and ancillary arecs, Heating will be provided in the mess,

rost xoom and offices.

34. Adrmen's Acgommodation Block This building will be an extension

of a recently consiructed threc-stozey accommodotion block. The existing
building houses 76 airmen, the extension providing for a further 74,
Sufficient toilet facilitios were provided in the first stage o soxve the
proposed cxtension.

35. New and existing lLedrooms will be hested.
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CONSTRUCTION OF THE PROPOSED BUILDINGS

364 Siting A nastor plon for the development of No, 1 Stores Depot
has been agreod jointly by the Departments of Works end Aix, The Committce
noted that the sitings of the individugl buildings in this reforence accoxrd
with the agroed master plan and are not lilely to prejudice future developnent

proposals.,

37 The sitos proposed adjoin buildings with similar functions and are
convenient to working and recreation arcas. The Committoe consider thot the

sites solocted are suitable.

38, Structure Generally, the buildings will be brick with concrete
floors. The tile roofs of the accommodation blooks will match those of the
exigting blockey the packaging building will have on asbestos cement roof and

othor buildings will be roofed with metel deck.

39. The packaging building, airner's recreation centre and the officers!
and senior N.C.O.s' nesses and kitchen will be stoel framed whilst other

buildings will be in load bearing brick construction.

40, Pinishes External walls genexally will bo face brick and door and
window frames will either be timbcr or aluminium to match the existing pexmanent
buildings,.

41. Vhere appropriate to their function, internal wells will be face brick.
Elsewhere they will be comont rendered and peinted or have a vinyl finish.

Walls in kitchens, toilets and similar areas will be tiled.

42. The {loox of the packoging building end xation store will have o

grenolithic finish, Parquetry flooring will be used in parts of the airmen's
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recreation centre and the ante rooms of the officers' and senior N.C.0.s!
megses end in the dining rooms, The remeinder of the ante rooms and the
corridors in the officers' accomodation block will be carpoted,  Other floors
will boe covered with vinyl except for the kitchens, toilcts and wet areas which

will hove ceramic tiles,

43, Ceilings of the messes, the public rooms in the airmen's recreation
centre and the educction and training building will be finished with acoustic
tiles, while sprayed acoustic untoriel will be used on the undersides of thé
conc ete {loor slabs in the accommodation blocks. Generally, plester board will

be used olsewhere,

4. Bngincexing Scrvices Rond, connections in accordence with the
master plon will be made to the now buildings. Areas near new buildings will

be grassed and landscaped.

45, As the existing dxainage systom in the domestic ovea is already
overlonded, o new systcm to sorve the present developnent and future steges is
to be provided. The systom within the strres aree is cdequete to meet the

needs of the gate control aund protective treatment and packeging buildings.

46, Tlater and sewerage lines will be connected to cxisting moine which

will be improved where necessary.

47. A nev electricity substetion vill be provided to carry the cdditional

supply requirenent end power will be reticulated from it as required.

48, Comnittee s Conclusion The Committee recormond the construction

of the work in this rcfexonce.
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ESTTMTE OF COST

49. The estimeted cost of the work when reforred to the Committee was

$2,235,000 made up as follows:

$

Building work 1,130,000
Mechanical sexvices 450,000
Blectrical scrvices 210,000
llyareulic services 170,000
Civil engineering 275,000

2,235,000

PROGRAMME
50. The sites for the new structures are at present occupied by temporaxy

buildings most of which aro not in use and con be easily removed, However, the
officors' end senior N.C.O.s'! messos and kitchon and the airmen's mess and kitchen
will neod to be completed before work can commence on the education and troining
building, as it is to be built vherc the present messes and kitchens ore now
located, The following programme indicates the financiel year in which the

construction of each building is expected to-commence.
Adrmen's acconmodation block - 1969-70

Protective troatment end packaging building
Gate control building
Officers' and senior N.C.0.s! accomnodation
blocks, messes oand kitchen 1970-71
Adrmen's ness, kitchen, ration store ond
‘butcher's shop

Engincering services
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Adrmen's recreation centre - 1971-72
Education and training bduilding - 1972-73
5 The construction peried in each instence will vary according to

the complexity of the work involved but generally is expected to be completed

gix to twelve months after a contract is let,
OTHER OBSERVATIONS

52. Ap stated in paragraph 21, the condition of the buildings which the
structures in this reference are to replace is very poor, We also ook
evidence thot conditions at at leest one other R.A.A.F', establishment, namely
the Bankstown N.S.W. depot which supports No, 2 Stores Depot, Regent's Paxk,

are equally poor.

53. Ve were concerned that substendard accommodation such as this,
and it is mostly in buildings which were temporary when they were built
during Vorld Wer II, continues to be in general uvse. It seemed to us that
conditions such as these must contribute to the recruiting end wastage

difficulties besides having an adverse offect on those using them.

54« Ve are aware that much redevelopment work has taken place at
Services establislments in recent years aimed at replacing obsolete and
uwnsatisfactory accommedation and that further work is plamned. Ve are also
conscious of the competing demends for funds for this purpose but feel that
there is scope for accelerating the programme for replacemont of this type

of accommodation.
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12,

RECOMMENDATTONS AND CONCLUSIQNS

The summary of recommernitutions and conclusions of

is set out below. Alongside each ju shown the paragraph in

which it refers.

1.

4.

THERE IS A NEED FOR THE BUILDINGS IN THIS

REFERENCE,
THE SITES SELECTED ARE SUITABLE.

THE COMAITTEE RECOMMEND THE COMNSTRUCTION OF THE
WORK IN THIS REFERENCE.
THE ESTIMATED COST OF THE WORK WIIEN REFERRED TO

THE COMMITTEE WAS $2,235,000,

THEHE 1S SCOPE FOR ACCELERATING THE PROGRAMME

FOR HEPLACEMENT OF THIS TYPE OF ACCOMMODATION,

‘the Committee

the report to

Paragraph

22

37

48

49

54

P llw

(F.C. CHANEY)
Chajrman

Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works,
Parljament House,

CANBESRA,

A.C.T.

9 September, 1969,



